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toys sc thnt not even the omier oan :ttnd 1t aeatn. :tor when 
tckc t he insir,nia what can tho owner received 
auch an ordet'? Theta. Tau dcca not \':Sllt ita membore to be mere 
pin They should have mora than Juet a ooo1n1 or col
lateral interest in ea ch other Qlld in the Fratorn1t7. !hq are 
to feel theoselvee ot a ereut engineering 
of definite cbJect,and 1a entitled to the active support 
und interest o'! evcrJ member. among us \:ante to sey o:t 

ta that when the badge to taken BV.iB¥ there ls nothiDB 
left? Surel7. the bndBo oe gone. we Ought to have left 
a rich ot aasociattcus our atuocnts days. 
:frioncahi.pe t.hs.t had beginning in fi"aternlty. Olld 
which net ther time nor ciatortune oan deotro,.. To us the tro
d1t1cne nnd prtnoipleaJae well no the praotlcee fheta 
ehould be 11 ving 1deal.o that we OM apply ln eveey day 

take pride in the tc.ct that they c.ro not entrusted to eve17one. 

Zhe best profeaa1onal advocate the main
t a ining o! acce oort of a chapter rih1ch cill be n 
crncrete 1n can be 

tc alumni can return to revive them. l:!.1C ccntr1butcz to 
ctuc::r,he:-e o£ bcine toeether dlcrc ccn ere t:erkice to c. COi::O!l 

cne out in relief ell thccc qualitico 
c. s1. "'nal fr£.tcrn! ty i.orth Great are tal:inc 

the colleGe reny pocsibly sec g t1co 
V.G n no will live end ccrrc in its t'tm end 
\:here such houses will be used cnly tor ccctinc Places. In fc.ct 

0 t:.is cc ... citicn already exists at Oo::lc acllccec • it is ob
vicua the local ccz:.d1 tions at cuny cchoclo e. .. y be cuch th::.t a 
hcuao men may live 1a impruct1cnl if not forbidecn. 
rna:: exist at eJl6ineorinc achccla '•hero tile f:t.uccnt boq ic o::c.U> 
cr almost everyone bclcngo to oomc lone c,tubliched 
cf en ncndern1c frotcrnityo In n collcsc u 
tarn1 !.y should plan to builC. Q(jJno sort c£ n Arnn 11 L. 11. <-!" in 
oc. o crt of a club "h1oll is theirs ulcnc on ... t.:nero o.lumni ct:n ul find theo. 

i'he f!nenoisl nrietnc in a !'ratcrnt ty e..re tn 
a training. It is obvious that the right 

minded and decent student will pey his debts. I can asnre you 
a r1nn•s credit has much influence on his prcd"e!"sicnal prc-gre&s. 

Lngtnecro w.bo £ail to their Just obligutione are received 
with e. rcaerved !Which is handicap in e.ll thci r lmainc e 

c. Anycne cun m ct th rc is an 
c.,' ble nc .fr nG.k to ne t such si t·lutic .c \ i th cr C!i tJ t 

1,.c!"nity \.ill not f il t.c. help its 1 1 member ..... 

'Active life in the Fraternity is but pericd cf appren
ticeohip o.nd !'leal ocntrol ovc1· trc.ditiOllD r'.Jld cd:l1nictrat1on 1e 

of the alumnuo . n activo chapter builds 
foundation bconuse it selects the futuro Tho mil 
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the supe~~tructu~e because in the larger world o~ eng1neertn«' 
it is the r e putation of the alumni gh!ch makes the reputatioD 
of the ~ratarn1ty. 

The ch1e~ purpose of engineering education 1a to enablo 
e mnn to cam a living. Hie contribution to science and to hie 
country is a result o~ his professional aotivit7. Our Fraternity 
should tench the engineering studant"how to enrich his mental 
and ~oral life, to be more o~ a man, to be a real Person, and 
not simply a oog in the mnch1ne of 1nduet~r or the PrO~eeetan, 
lncluding tho t~nohinr, pro~OP.S1~n. Sclt-ex~renaion, ar~cction, 
helpfulness, understanding, sharing Joys aa t/ell as sorrows, aU 
these are instinctive and human emotions". ~ey 11ft the human t 
being to a h1cher plsno than Just Pbyoionl existence. 

It is not the fine houses n fraternity may have, it is 
net in numbers, it is not in the prominence ot the elumni, but 
it is in the trnterLal bond, ito teachincs and practices, ita 
unselfish PXd enduring friendship~, b7 ~hlch you cus~ ~cn-suro 
its usefUlness to th~ members. ~h fo~tion o£ this Chapter 
rests r.!th you, an<1 r..a.y ycur succctsors h:lve clr.·ays bef'ore them 
e. vis1cn c£ that true S:hetn Tau, of which they, ~o r.ell nc ~W~ 
ef •=,,. should be the builders and protectors. 

Finally cy Brothers, let JX.c assure .rou thct vun ti 1 end 
U."lless" you plnce yoursel"Ucs in the vcs1ticn to be of active 
benefit to it, both as a student end ao c.n alu.mn~s, the FraternJ,'ty 
can never Justi~J itself to zou~ because xou ~111 not deserye 
F-nytli!'l.f. frCA it. The r:hole of life .is like the.t." 

A roll of industrious, o~ faithful o.nd ho.p73 chapters~ 
a vrc~perous , honorable und loynl alumni. that is a Fraternity 
in _act as well as nene. 

'.y l.ro'thera, thnt is tho l'h~tu l'nu we hope and strive for. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

i..n:rch 26, 19 )c:. 
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something that was very fine. They went after all the alumni of the U-Tech, and 
of that large number of alumni they had, I believe that there are only fourteen 
or fifteen that haven ' t been initio.ted into lambda Chapter. When you go to Salt 
Lake City, you find among the engineers there that Theta Tau and the Alumni Asso
ciation (most, but not all of whose members are Lambda men) have a very decided 
place. One of our members there is a member of the Board of Regents of the Uni~ 
versity of Utah . Another one of our members if Vice President of the Kennecott 
Copper Company which is one of the larg0st copper mining, smelting, and refining 
organizations in the country . A great nnny men around Utah are perfectly amazed 
to go around there and find these older alumni . I am a member of the Intermoun
tain Alumni Association, and I have been to a great many of the alumni meetings. 
Formerly, we didn't think we bed o. very good meeting unless we had a hundred at 
the alumni meeting, and that has become quite an organization. Now the war came 
along after we had installed lambda . Just after that we had an Alpha man down in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama . He started to talk to some of the boys there on the campus 
of the University of Alabama, and that ' s how Mu Chapter started. 

Every one of our Chapters has started that way. One interesting thing to tell is 
the history of Tau Chapter at Syracuse Univers:. ~Y . There was a national profes
sional engineering fraternity organized at Sy.:a~·-se in 1904, the same year we were 
founded. They established three chapters: 8T:;· .se, Lehigh, and Brown . Lehigh 
and Brown chapters were killed by the First Ho:~.:..d Far and never revived. Tau Chap
ter, the remaining one of that fraternity, peti~ior.ed us because some of their men 
had met some Theta Tau alumni at various engineering camps, and so we established 
a Chapter at Syracuse University. You can go to Baird's Manual, turn to the sec
tion on inactive fraternities and read all about Tau Delta Sigma. 

Now I'm going to tell you something about Theta Tau as it appeals to a man who has 
never been on a faculty, but who's been an operating professional engineer, and 
now, because I'm getting old, doing mostly consulting work. I have never been in 
a mining camp on professional business & needed help or information (which is some
times very hard to get) that I couldn't go to some Theta Tau, tell him what I was 
after, and get a lot of help . I don ' t know how many thousands of dollars it has 
saved some of my clients, and also the mar.y headaches that it saved me. 

Today t·Te have men in almost every country, except those under the domination of 
Soviet Russia. Many have very high positions. Some of you may be interested in 
the things of greatest value to a profes~ional engineer. The first thing looked 
for in young men coming out to work is their character. An engineer is in a pe
culiar position. \ihe~ he makes a report, the facts should be the same whether he's 
acting for a seller or a buyer. We should always keep in mind in our professional 
practices that the things that make a successful professional man are the things 
we teach to our members : that a man must be an honorable man, and a truthful men. 
The Ritual of Theta Tau teaches us the fundamentals of character that an engineer 
must have. The Constitution of Theta Tau is simply an instrument establishing 
regulations for an orderly organization. But the vital thing in any fraternity 
is the Ritual: the things we teach men when they become members. 

I'm very glad that I came back to Purdue this t:~e . As I told some of you, twice 
now I have rescued Phi Chapter from total rui~. b. 1927 when its petition ~ras pre
sented in Chicago, the motion was made and passed to take a look at it. So some 
of us got them to add a new motion that I was ~o come down here to Purdue, and 
'~batever I told the Executive Council, they would do. So I came down and visited 
the old local here, and talked fraternity, and had Dr. Louderback give them a talk. 
There you are. This afternoon, as you know, we had a vote on agricultural engi
neering. It took 27 . 2 votes to pass it. If I had voted against it there wouldn't 
be any agricultural engineering. Look what I did for Phi Chapter. 
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The Epsilon Chapter at the University of California originated the '~ay so many of 
our early Chapters did . I came up in 1910 from Old Mexico with a Theta Tau from 
Beta Chapter who is nm-r dead, Byron Pickard, as my helper to make an examination 
of a mine in the state of Nevada. We were there about three days and then another 
two 1-1eeks a little bit later, and on our way back we stopped off in Berkeley. 
Pickard had gone to the University of California to take mining engineering and 
was there about a year before going to I.lichigan College of Mines. One of the men 
that he knew was still going to the University of California, Frank Hudson, one 
of the most prominent geologists on the 1vest coast . That 1 s how I met Frank Hud
son, and I talked to him about Theta Tau . So he got Dr. Louderback and some of 
the others together, and that vTas Epsilon Chapter. In 1911, I made a trip to 
California and installed Epsilcn Chapter. Since the Fraternity in those days had 
no money, I paid my own expenses. 

Nm·T I vTant you to get the idea of how these Chapters happened to come along. Ross 
Parker vras the number one man, and the organizer of the Chapter at the University 
of Kansas . His family had a summer cottage on a la!(e in Minnesota where my mother 
and my sisters, and my younger brothers went i n t~c Eummertime, so my sisters 
told him all about Theta Tau. So I stopped of:: i 1 Lawrence , Kansas, and visited 
Ross Parker and helped him organize a group there . In 1912, Ben Walling, Hopkins, 
and I went down to Kansas and i nstalled Zeta Chap··:;er . That 1 s how Zeta started. 

Two men from Alpha Chapter, anC. t-vro men from Gamma Chapter went to Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology to take graduate work. So they got a little group to
gether at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and that was Eta Chapter. 

No-vr the Columbia University history is really a little out of the way. They had 
for many years at Columbia a local that vias called the Senior Mining Society, a 
very select and snooty crowd. In the spring they elected fifteen juniors and that 
became the Senior Mining Soci ety during their senior year. But finally the fac
ulty at Columbia University decided that this little group that had prominent 
speakers come to their meetings was not who.t they wanted. They organized the 
Mining Association and told the Senior Mining Society that it could carry on as 
a local, but all the students in t he School of Mines were going to be eligible 
for this Mining Association. They di&n 1 t care very much for that, but Ernest 
Klepetko from Beta Chapter had gone to Columbia to take his master 1 s degree and 
I think this was right along his line. He got the Senior Mining Society together 
and petitioned us, and that 1s Theta Chapter. 

~j} )· 
tJ '1 '1 

Iota Chapter was established by two men from Delta. Dr. Anderson (who is prob
ably one of the outst~nding men in the metallurgy of aluminum and ~gnesium, and 
now the head metallurgist of a very large research laboratory) and Ross Hous#- A I? 
holder went down to Missouri School of Mines and they got o. group together, and 
that was Iota Chapter. 

A. 'IS' 
George Geib of Alpha Chapter went to the Universi~y of Illinois as a graduate 
student in civil a nd he got a sroo.ll group toge·~ :- :..· J.nd sent some men down from 
Alpha; that vra.s Kappa Chapter. 

Now going to the western Chapters. At the University of Utah there was a local 
fraternity that~ as old as Theta Tau. It was called the U-Tech Club. They met 
some of our alumni in Salt Lake City, and in particular Ed Snyder (we call him 
doctor, now) from Beta Chapter and some others and they wrote to me. In the 
spring of 1920, Dr . Louderback (who was at that time Grand Regent) and I, with 
some other local alumni, went to Salt Lake City and initiated 85 men . I was al
most dead after tr...e. t four days. And that 1 s lambda Chapter. Lambda Chapter did 
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I have been asked to say something about the early history, not only of Alpha 
Chapter, but also of the other Chapters which I have knownthrough the years. 
At Minnesota, during the time when the medical, the legal, and the dental fra
ternities were in four-year classes, a man went into medical school, law school, 
dental school, directly from high school just the way the engineers did. And it 
was because we saw the successful way that the medical and legal fraternities 
were operating, and because I had friends in many of them, that we decided that 
we would try to find a national professional engineering fraternity that we could 
estnblish at Minnesota; and when we could not find it, in the fall of 1904 we 
organized this Fraternity. 

There has been some misunderstanding among some of the members of the Fraternity 
at times, that they recall it was organized and originated as a mining frater
nity, but that is not true. It just happened that the four of us that organized 
it were all intimate friends and were all studying mining engineering, but one 
of my classmates who is dead, Clinton B. Smith of the class of 1905, was an elec
trical student and was one of the early members of Alpha Cht~pter. 

Now we naturally had a great many problems to meet. Our Beta Chapter at the 
Michigan College of Mines originated from an organization called the Rhombohedron 
Club of which Brother Hopkins ·Has a member. Downing, of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
where I lived, was a very close friend of Ike Ranks who was one of the four 
Founders, and I talked with him about Theta Tau we'd organized, and Bob and the 
rest of the men of the Rhombohedron Club decided that that was what they wanted 
to do. That began our Beta Chapter which has been one of our most successful 
Chapters in all its history. 

Brother Lewis decided that he was having too much social life at the University 
of Minnesota. He had two sisters that liked to be taken out a good deal, and 
he found that he couldn't study mining engineeri~~ and go to dances two or three 
days in every week, so he went to the Colorado School of Mines, and in 1907 he 
gathered together a group of men in Golden, Colo~ado. In the spring of 1907, 
when I was on my way to Old Mexico, I stopped in Golden and met these men. I n 
the fall of that year Gamma Chapter was established. 

Now Delta Chapter had a very peculiar history. In 1908, a national mining fra
ternity called Sigma Kappa Alpha was organized. There was a chapter at Minne
sota which was competing with Theta Tau, a chapter at Case, and a new chapter 
established at the South Dakota School of Mines. So they had a convention in 
Minneapolis and invited members of the mining fraternity that had existed at the 
Michigan College of Mines for very many years by the name of Sigma Rho, and they 
sent a couple of delegates down to Minneapolis. After quarrelling and talking 
about it for several days, the boys from Sigma Rho decided that they didn't care 
about organizing a national fraternity. Theirs was local at that time so the 
thing died. Two years later they asked our local at Minnesota to become a chap
ter of Sigma Rho. The boys at South Dakota School of Mines were very poorly or
ganized and that chapter was dead at that time; so that left the Sigma Kappa Al
pha chapter at Case School of Applied Science alone. But when the men from Case 
were in Minneapolis they met a great many of the active members of Alpha Chapter, 
so in 1911 they petitioned us for a charter and that was our Delta Chapter. Now 
if you want to read more about that, you can look in the Manual of College Fra
ternities, and among the inactive fraternities you will find the history of 
Sigma Kappa Alpha. I can say that the history is accurate. I wrote it. 



Ur .Fred Coffman, XXI.! 
P.O.Box 1204, 
Raleigh, If .c. 
Dear Brother Coffman;-

December 1,1933. 

Your letter of November 22nd re ched me upon my return to 
Reno, and ! note th~t you do not 1ish to be considered for re
election as Grand Re~ent and I un sure that your recommendations 
will meet with the approv 1 of all the officers as they meet 
with mine. 

Your at tement that your "supgestions have not been very 
often seriously considered by Theta T u", I do not agree with, but 
! suspect that your long silence is due to your specific dis
satisfaction lith some specific matter unknown to me at present . 
I originally suggested you for n tional office and lao was one 
of those who advocated your election as Grand Vice Regent beiDR 
ful~ t re that it would soon le d to election as Gr nd Regent. 
The fact that this had the support of other national officers 
does not indicate that they held your opinions of light value or 
you would not h~ve been elected. 

¥Y files show that I have not had a letter from you since 
Octob!r 16,1932. They also show numerous m~tters I submitted to 
you for an QPinlon, including the proposed by-laws or Gamma, and 
correspondence with Upsilon, and the question of the protest by 
certain alumni to the election of a student by Gamma chapter, a 
letter asking if Chicago would suit you for the Convention, and 
miscellaneous other routine problems. To none of these a reply 
was received. For the first time since I have been in any office 
I had to send a letter registered to another national officer tor 
fear I would not otherwise know 1! it had been received. r do not 
see where you can say your suggestions have not been given con
sideration, when no suggestions from you have been forthcoming. 
The Minutes of the Conventions also indicate that you have been 
the author of numerous adopted suggestions and motions. If there 
is any specific incident you have in mind, I would like to know 
of it. With best wishes , I am , 

In H & 'l , 

E.J.Schrader. 
VVV! 

• 



Ur. Frea Coffman; 
P.O. Box 1204, 
llaleigh, N. C. 

Dear Fred: 

Uove~ber 10, 1934. 

Erich has asked me to express my vin a in regard to the n!!!De of the 
new chanter. 

l do not like Deuteron , it has alweya be~n one of my pet peeve•. 
A nU!Dber of our l!lewbarG buy guards for their pine. The jewel er n~lle• 
single and double letter guerda, I do not know What tbey ~~ l y for Deuteron 
or if they can be fu.rni shed quickly nor if any one would know what the1 rep
resented. I do not know what 1 D suppo sod to follow Deuteron and so on it 
we continue to ezpand and at tein a large chapter roll. I know of three 
freterni ties that do use Deuteron. 

By far the moet fraternities uae Alphn-Aloha to start the nert 
eeriea. At the Fayetteville convention Al~ha aSked that that n~t be done 
:for the next chnpter end thG minutes ahow that Beta- A.l'Dha wae ~pproved. My 
recollection ae that it was Detn- eta but I presarne th&' tbe minutes aa 
published are the legal ones. I do not think that we are held strictly to 
Eeta-Al~ha, but as the convention did auprove a double letter arr£D8enent, 
I think we Should stick to one. 

lappa Psi (Phar.nrcr) uses Deta- Beta. Beta-Gem~n. etc. for their 
next series. 1 ~refer that in r eversed order, i . e . Beta-Beta, Gamma-~eta 
to Omege-Beta, then Gamma- G&I!l'na, Delta- Gamma on to Omega-Gtl!D!na, et c. In 
that wey we will provide for 300 chapters. e Will meet Alnha 100 percent 
in never usinB that letter at nll (end I tbirik th t vas their request) and 
our rule simply would be to uae 'he serlea letter aa the second letter and 
never go back of the series letter tor the first letter. That hae my vote. 

In H & T. 

Jamison Vawter 

P. S. I am enclosing reports on Upsilon and Iota. I was at last able to 
find the time for the vieit to Upsilon. Which I have boon trving to make 
since the lest convention. I had to make it At this time ee it was the 
only time I could see clear to eet ~• y for thnt len"th of time aa e 
matter of convenience to 1!11 collegues Who had to take o•er my work. I 
waa cone about a week. 

J. v. 
conies to: Sc~~r. Hopkine 



noveober 9 ,l9~.S4. 

,, .. . Fr tl Co:tf. >~,o..,n , 
• J. Bo 1:...01. ~ 

l\. t...t.C il"h. I• . c. 

I .m onclo ... inr the c ... :t'd~ for t!:lo Ch·w;) rt'!h 1 . 
the Or~~ Out~r ~~d Cr ~d Icnc~ Guards u~ ritten out for 
in~t.r.lJ tion~ .l.llc. ... u ... ~d b., 1.. t oi and Oncnov. . The only 
p'1r'!i not ri ttGn out is t't1. t o.P the 1.0. t · ono.l· offi cer uho he s 
tho · o .. t loct1.u:~c ... rirtc 01 l .... "' ich :t 1lr'-"~S t ;!"OU 11! ?a 

":ine or OOJllO olC\ c:r. I!lO =tbor read f'l'O~ t he book . 

You~ lon~ l~t~cr o" 1ov~ ~erAth reooived. I o 
not l:r:o, · :L 0.1 t.D""; vic" tc... 1' u o • not . I h! 1.v..... ot he· .1.- fron 
h ~ n . I h· .v-o not hc~rd from . u c i thol". 

I tl "11.1: U • !il l CI'l • C t'l.! ~ 
t - ... ...13... • !1 • to h; V'u or:c- o. .c • <.. 

toil'! Gti""tiot i ocl -tri'oruation '!. h'ich I t , 
• i h pr.ov i ow.. yo rc • 

ro ort f -
.. n tr.c c>"ln

t e f or co par eon 

I ho.vo e.l :rea.tly suno~..,stoll th"'. t you t'\,te t he Ret"''nt 
from Rho. It is all ri~ht to pick your hol~l~ fron v trio~s 
C~'.ptcrs . I h .. ".d. for.$!ottcn about Hendor .... or.. of Zeta . 'tr on~-v 
thounoht :as t\13. t tho .Alpl1...'1. mn '.1ou.:ld pro h. bl.y l:!1o : h t i. is 
all o.bout . I !2.!!1 qlti te sure tht\ t Po.rkcr T~c1~ r{4 ll be auft!l.J.y 
1 bout tho ritua.lJ.Gtic ,JOrJc. 

Ho!Jkins wroto to tto tl~'\ t he o.lEJo would f avor no.ming 
the aha.ptor Bott\ D(•utcron . ... ou a re r!~ht , tho l9ol Convention in 
!!'eye tteville did conclude to na~o the next che.pter ~. 
Beta Alpha. seo vap,o 51. Ro.rcrvur, you ho.vo a.nple time to sub
mit this to the cha}.>tcrs. All may not fll'lfr.ter but I am sure 
onou~h will to ~1ve you n vote on it . It is not important hoi
ever . Theta Dolta Chi also uses the Doutoron system. It cer
tainly is less confusi~, and I uould like to bee it clone i f 
the others ~ree . 



FC. 
.PD.P.C 2 • 

.. . 
to •":o 

11/9/34: 

' • ,. rt. • f'1"!'. :!0. is ao1·""~ct. I 
t i " , • horu.d "'Oven. i~· t h.o.'1 b" n our px• nti c 'inco '.C , ... Seo. 
l. o-r tho oh p~.~ r II-G 1c o-nviously "n co!lfl1ot ~1 houl 'l!lYa 
boa coiTO,ted. I think tllc Co7!st1 ttttio!l chot'IJ v. ...... 1. oYar, 
t.tmt ia 'lu t ·c have dor.o . I> a.n nu.tlcr nt b.l~izo_ • " ~ ot ·1 0 o-t 
the or~izorc tho re nor v;cro the :ra.ot'!J. ty ~en -:; 1 

• ~.... ~~ . 
I t -tnt t w.t the fnculty r1...,11 ollo~( be :211 t' a.tc o.o TC;.!"uJ. r char
ter ..; !bora (not honorax-;r) tmloso there a.re too llVJJ'Jy of thon, &nd 
thon the Dee.n c1,,.ht be the on~ ono eolcnted, o.ud if a fa.cv~ty 
ma.n hc'l.a ohotrn li ttlo . ntor ct t .b:ltovel"• ll.o mil"ht as uell be drop
pod the 'ley ~re did e lot of dead t!ober (\.t Uto.h . 

\vri te \"&\'Ttor to sond roll-book, Ri tua.l and Consti tut1on 
to you a.s ooon na possible . I 11reaume the ma.n selected at laah~ton 
to ~t b~ orders till also ~tat Dled#c f'oma . I ftill 1notruot him 
tully but do not .blovr who 1 t is. I l\m P."Oi!lP' to be auay fflr ten ~s 
eo 8U"fli'ftat you follow it up . 

In H & ! , 



!~r . E. :r . Schrader, 
! . C. Box 244, 
Reno. •rev. 

Dear Erich: 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
OF 

THETA TAU 

P. 0 . Box 1204 
RaleiF>h r· . c . 
~cember 11 1934 . 

Your Vfirious co•JIIlunicutions of recent date ar
rived in d<J.e time . I received the curds uhich you decipher
ed a:::.l 'l8.1le d J:1e prior to ~'Our tri l' to :u-1 =rona. .lso I 
have received a cony of :our report on :rour visit to '::hi 
Ch'ipter at the TniversitY of ':..rizona . 

Tre install~J.tion of t.t .. e f'~or ... e ,.. -.. shin!"ton chap
ter has meant consi.lerable correslX>r.dence and I run inclosinr 
numerous letters h~rewitr 11hich \ii.ll exnlain sone o~ the 
problerls uhict. 11 tve arisen in connection with tl.e sar1e . . t 
the present time it anpeo.rs that tl.e install9.tion date VTill 
be danuJry 19th, but : woul1 s~~est th~t you 1o not ~il 
out any notices to this ef1'ect until .u..i'teP.. the holida¥s., us 
I have not had official verificat i on of this late fron hi 
r ... heta ::1. . Yowever, R.ex .• nierson in personal letter states 
that it ·nill be sa;;tsff;.c_:to~ ....... 

- --
,- .ccoriin~ to tte inclosed let~er ~ ~m tentative-

Y callir...n: tile neu ere.. ",ter 1:.mua eta . •Pri ~ is in accord
ance \Ji th the pm1er Vl.b.ich you an 1 Vamer delegated to ue . 
Towever,: an: toda~r w:ritinr; Curtis, Glass, E.nlels, and 

ssell, a skin"" their opinion . ''rt1 stia~ thiE \lill be sat is 
fact or~ t-o--~1· , I r et:.ai n , --

Yo <AX s in 

/ 

-

-· 

• 

• 



April 7,1985, 

llr,Fred Cottman, 
.P.O.Box 1204, 
Ra.loJ.ch, N.c. 
Deo.r Fred a • 

I have rooe1vea a letter from Gamma Beta chapter 
g!v~ no a list of those ~ho sent congratulations. 

All of the national o.tf1oers did so. !hroe al.W!lll1 
associations did sol !e. bin C!ty, li11:ermountam, a.nd South
woatem. Va.n alao a. d so, 

Tho followtng chapt~ra t~1led to send anything, 

u, lfu, a,nd YvaQo;. 

Hopkins wroteme some time ago tbD.t Pi hr1d a bar 
in its house and that matlJ' other fre.tornit!oa at V1rg1n1a bad 
the.l!l, He doos not 11ke the idea, leither do I. In taot I o'b~eot, 
I think 1t is a matter that should be taken up w1th tho fa.oulty 
adviser or Dean Rodman, 

I do not aoe wheze it c~ help but lead to laxity 
of conduct 1n the chapter house p3rt1oulnrl.Y o.t parties. In taot, 
it seems to mo that it could load to soandals ot unl~1ted poa
s1b111t1oa I}S a1m1lar oond1t1ons ha'Fo else\1hare. 

I Bl!l going to quote one part of Hopkin's letter 
th1ch ls entirely my o\m T1owpo1nt but much better Olq)ressod 

ODd which we all know is a taot, 

n I find one argument tbat seems to stlolt, a.nd I baTe 
used 1t in the pas' 7ears at rrr:1 own ohapter. that 1o tho argument 
that :tmtern1t1ea nre alloued to ex1at, and boys are allowed 'bJ 
tho1r :paronts to 3o1n thell1 because ba.ok ot most fratem1t1es 
ia a responsible groU» ot men who are tntorested and ooDSo1en
t1ous enough to insis• that the aotive men don't go baywlre 1n 
conduot or tn application to their work. It is the common sense 
1dee.la of tratem1ty lite thai; mtlke the tratem1t1es what the7 
are, aDA keop them from slil):p1Dg into a 1!181"8 assoo1a.t1on of 
rough-noOks thnt are 1nterested 1n havfJJg a good time •" 

In regard to the condi t1on at PJlo for whioh uou 
aSked for authority to aot, please note eeot.l7,Cbapt,VI,-A, 
adopted at tho last ConYent1o.n which I pressed tor the ver.y 
reason that a national o:tf1eer might need to aot on I>leds1Dg. 



page 2. 
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I hope 1t will bo possible for aoooone to go to Ku 
ob3.ptor th1o opr1IIg. It dlsba.nds by a.y 1st. The chapter did 
not i4ke an nnnual report lnet spring and the fBot that it 
f Uod to congratulate Gt\IllmL\ Beta., ehona that they a.re not 
pa.yillg much 1!1tereat to ~hott.\ To.u. 

X think :1e ahollld !ve ner1ous cons1derot1on to tho 
publication of a new Directory. 5!ho last ono wa.s publ1ahod 1Jl 
1928. I do not think 1t should be g1ven .. 1th Xhe Go r but 10 
might roduoe tho pr!oo to those ~ho . Qlno aubaoribe to fho Genr 
and gtvo it to the o.lu.on1 t ho pay $15.00 for a. lifo subscription. 
It ohould not cost aa much a.a 1n 1928 a.nd I think thD.t we could 
Bet a 1000 subsor1bero, perhaps ora. 

1~h best rog rds1 I ~. 

In B & ! 1 

cc-Ho!)kine. E .J .Sohrader. 



EX.l;CUTIV-11 COUl'CIL 
of 

THETA TAU 

Broth~r E. H. Hopkins , Grand Vice Regent ~ 
Brother E. J . Schrader , Grand Scribe ~ 
Brother Jamison Vawter , Grand Treasurer 
Brother Donald D. Curtis , Grand J.:arsl"~a.ll 
Brother Russell J. Glass , Grand Outer Guard 
Brother J . L:. Daniels , Grand Inner Guard 

Dear Brothers: 

, December 3 , 1935 

I shall preface my remarks with the statement that I became Field 
Engineer for the Work~ Progress Admi11istration oi' llorth Carolina on 
August 1. This position has consumed much of my time and has required 
various field trips which l"Bve kept me away from Raleigh for long 
periods . Even as I write ttis , I ex~ect to take an inspection trip 
into the northeastern section of the state 'vithin the next two days 
and will probably not return for a coupl~ of weeks . Consequently , I 
wul.d suggest tl.at in order to obtain a prompt reply to any correspondence 
which you might have with me that you address me c/o WPA, Office 509 , 
Raleigh Buildin£, , Raldigh , ll . C. In that event mail will be forwarded 
and you can keep in close touch with me . My penmanent address ls still 
Box 1204, Ralcich. 

It is tard to write a letter like this even though you have had 10 years 
experience on the Executive Council , but in view of the situations wl.ich 
have arisen at previous conv~ntions, I , as Grand Regent , feel the.t I must 
offer some suggestions for the cood of the order at this time . 

The Eleventh Jiennial ConveY.tion adopted a ritual to be used in connection 
witt. those n:embers of Theta Tau who t ave " journeyed just beyond the sunset". 
TLis ~~s su~~csted by ~rotr.er Schrader , founder of Theta Tau . Brother 
i:opkins, Grand Vice Ret,ent has suggested a ma.nner of introducing the 
Hational Officers at a National Convention, and the use of these seem to 
be very much in keeping wi tl> the policy of Theta Tau , and I therefore 
suguest that they be ~ade a part of the ritual by legislative action at 
tLe Twelfth Biennial Convention . 

~y experience as a ~ember of Theta Tau has tiven ~e some very defi ni te 
ideas as to the election of nev. ~eobers to the Executive Council. I am 
defiLitcly opposed to the idea ttat any mcLhor stoul~ be elected to the 
Ji:xecutive Council with the idea tl".at he will be elected to tl.e next higher 
office. It is true that I was elected to or.e of the minor offices and was 
gradually advanced from th(; office of Grand Inner Guard to the position 
whict I nov hold. 



Of cource it is easy to say this since I am retirine at the end of 
this coming Convention. Those members of the Executive Council 
who were present at the Convention in Columbus , Ohio , wi ll remember 
that it was for the best good of Theta Tau that the Grand Regent 
hold office for two terms. At the time I was very much opposed to 
the idea, but at this ~riting I sincerely feel that the action 
taken by that Convention ~s for the best interest of the Fraternity. 
I amdill of the opinion that our three •key offices ,• Grand Scribe , 
Grand Treasurer, and Grand Marshall, should be more or less 
permanent and occupied by the same individual over a period of 
Years . As I see it, no new ~ember of the Executive Council should 
be lees than 30 years ofage, and that no one shouldbe considered 
for the office of Grand Vice Regent or Grand Regent until he is 
35 or 40. 

In regard to the coming Convention , a telephone conversation with 
Brother Curtis makes it quite plain to me that neither he nor I 
will be able to meet in Chi cago and go from there to Kansas City 
with the rest of the members of Theta Tau. My work is pressing 
on me very much, but I have made arrangements to be in 
Kansas City by the middle of the afternoon of December 27. I 
believe Brother Curtis can reach there at approximately the same 
time, which will enable us to examine all those delegates which 
have not been previously examined en the train trip from Chicage 
to Kansas City . 

I do not like the idea of a dance as a form of entertain~ent. It 
was triad out in Columbus, Ohio, in 1925, and to my mind was not 
a success from n business stand ~oint. It was my hope that a meeting 
of the Executive Council could be held that evening behind "locked 
doors• in order to transact any business that might be at hand and 
solve the problems which are now presenting themselves. If the 
Kansas City Alumni Association has gone so far as to make 
arrangements for a dance, I would suggest that it be made purely 
a dance and not a dinner dance . This will give us more time to 
work out the solutions of our problems. 

The initiation ceremony conducted by Brother Schraderat the 
Chicago Convention in 1927, has always remained as a very impressive 
affair to me , and I would like to • ee such an initiation carried 
out at the Kansas City Convention. I think it would be even more 
impressiveat the present time since many of our older alumni 
have never witnessed the new form of ritual. In this affair as 
at the Fraternity Banquet, I believe that the National Officers 
should appear in for~l dress. 

As each of you know the Eleventh Biennial Convention want on 
record to invite J . Sydney ~arine, Past Grand Regent of Theta Tau, 
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to this convention ~roviding the condition of the Treasury would pe~t 
such action . l recently talked ·wit}. Brother lla.rine by long- distance and 
t.is business affiliations do not seem to be so good. ¥fuile he did not 
express it to me in sc many words , I gathered from his conversation 
that this period of depression r.as left an indelible nark upon him the 
sawe as it has upon me and Brother Robert J . Anderson. I , as Grand Recent , 
therefore urge you to invite Brother Carine to the Kansas City Convention 
as the buest of Theta Tau Fraternity. I think all of you know h~m and 
r ealize t hat he is able to impart to the delegates so!t!ething that cannot 
be obtained from any other one of the five or six thousand members of 
Theta Tau . By this statement I do not mean that his inspiration to 
every delegate who meets him is equivalent to that of Brother E • • T. 
Schrader , Founder. of the Fraternity, but it is a different kind of in
spiration and in my estimation is well ~~rth his expenses from Scarsdale, 
N. Y., to Kansas City , !lo . 

For a number of years there has been considerable dissatisfaction with 
the design of recognition badge and sister pin which we have been using. 
I t has come up at every Convention since 1925, and at the Kansas City 
Convention , I propose to introduce deaigns for each of these emblems 
which I trust the Twelfth Biennial Convention will see fit to adopt . 

To each and every one of you , I remain your Brotl.er 

In H. & T. 

fman 
~itf 

FC/af 



EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
OF 

THETA TAU 

' r . .., • J . Scl;ra.der 
P . 0 . Box ;{244 
Reno , hevada 

Dear .-.ric: 

au.lei::h, 1: . c . 
Jc.nuary 15, 19.3b 

At tl.e last. Convention , the ...:xtension Committee 
reported tr.at four students fro[l Cornell university 
had 1r..ade inquiry concerninb possible entry into 
Theta Tau . I would appreciate it very much if you 
would send me the names and addresses of these rrcr. . 

I l:appen -co r:now a tr . Henry 1\rietzer ar.d another 
student from C.l1arlotte u:bo ar~ attendir.:c Cornell 
and I wish to •rite to these nen as to the general 
reputations of the four men vJho comn:unicated \lith 
us • 

•. ith kindest personal r;1gards and aL. bood \.ist.es, 
I rel!lain , 

/ 
( 

F'C/vh 

cc: Mr . I.. h . hopkir.s 
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EXECUTIVE COU~CIL 

OF 

THETA TAU 

P. 0. BOX 1204 
RALEIGH. N.C. 

Mr. E. J. Schrader, VVV! 
Theta Tau Fraternity 
Reno, Nevada 

Dear Erich, 

Hotel Ricks 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 
March 3, 1936. 

Since I am enclosing herewith carbon copies of several letters in
cluding a verJ long one to Bro. Hopkins, this letter will resolve itself into 
a series of uncorrelated paragraphs. 

First this is a sample of the stationery to which Bro. Hopkins 
took exception. I am glad he 1did because the letter head I am now using for 
alumni work is much more effective for the purpose. This paper can be used 
in writing to members of the Executive Council so that it will not be an ab
solute loss. I appreciate Bro. Hopkin~ judgement and thoughtfulness. 

On February 23 I talked t. Curtis at Clemson College and he 
is planning to go to Alabama soon aft 1st of April. I shall follow your 
suggestion and visit Virginia san.etim t s Spring if Bro. Hopkins will mail 
me the proper authorization, and I am he will be glad to do this. Later 
in the Spring I shall send you a formal report on Rho Chapter, and I am sure 
I need not say that i1fsopllp _ia~yan~a~·ol:wt1'911?ead your five in
spection reports withftaBgre~~l'f ~~s~ ~~ they have done 
me a lot of good. Likewise I an sure your visits did the chapters a great 
deal of help. I have asked Nusser to return the Lambda report to me. Upon its 
receipt I shall take steps to assist my chapter. As to the Intermountain Alum
ni Association I feel Sorenson should be replaced. He was the weakest delegate 
Lambda ever had. Why not work McKendrick into the job of Secretary o£ tho I. 
A. A.?He is interested in Theta Tau and his father owns a large shoe store in 
Salt Lake City and I imagine he will enter the business and be continually in 
the city. I think he would be quite satisfactory. 

I appreciate your suggestions in connection with my alumni letters 
and they will be incorporated in the letters that go to the other chapters. 
They were received too late to be incorporated in the letter that went to the 
Rho Alumni • .An:yway my work with Rho is more or less of an experiment. 

As to the three missing pledge forms for Rho I have received the one 
from Albright, have v~itten Tighe and of course, can see Pro£. Tucker any time. 
I know I can clear that matter up. I have a copy of the Honorary Member form. 
Mr. Spinks has filled out his form properly and mailed it in on the proper 
blank. I also have one ready to give to Prof. Brown. 

Thanks for the address of Fred Varney, 1 08 of Beta. I have already 
mailed him an alumni letter to the Phillipine Islands. I am keeping the chap
ters separate so that I can see ·which chapter has the best percentage of re
turns and which the poorest. I oan almost guess nowl Gamma Beta will be the 
best and Arkansas the poorest. So far I have received alumni lists fr~ Epsi
lon, Zeta, Lambda, Pi, Rho, Sigma, Phi and Gamma Beta. Alpha, Theta, and Mu 
have promised me theirs soon. Gamma wrote that theirs would come but would 
take some time. I have heard from none of the other chapters, eTen after two 
letters. 
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I appreciate your mailing me copies of your correspondence with 
Cornell students. I shall follow it up, in the manner I mentioned to you. Al
so I have heard nothing from Richardson of Omega who is at Stanford. However 
I find there are two Epsilon men there and I propose to take the matter of a 
Stanford Chapter up with them. The three of them should be able to turn the 
trick, or at least tell me why it can't be done. 

L. G. Balfour sent me a sample of the new recognition button 
and I am more than pleased with the design. The enamel in the gear wheel 
was too dark and I returned it. If they can get the proper shade of red,e.nd 
they say they can, I am sure this button will be very popular. 

I have heard from all members of the Executive Council since 
the Convention except Glass and I'm wondering if he is "sore" at me for some
thing I did at the Convention. 

With kindest personal regards and all good wishes I remain, 

FC:FC 

C. c. to Bro. H. ll . Hopkins. 

Yours in H. & T. 

l;:~ 
/ 

( 
\ 

' 
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Mr. E. J. Schrader 
F. 0. Box 1244 
Reno, Nevada 

Dear Erich: 

Raleigh, N. C. 
Apr. 12, 1936. 

Pinned to the top of this letter you will find an I rish 
Free State Hospitals ' Sweepstake Ticket (HE 14172) which I have 
purchased from my personal funds in~ name. As you will note the 
race is to be run at Epsom, Engl and on Mq 27th of this year and is 
good for $150, 000 or lllSllY lesser amounts, in case you are "lucky. 11 

Perhaps I am enthusi astic but one of my friends in Raleigh won $3600 
on the race held March 28th, so I thought I'd buy one for Theta Tau. 
Not thinking it a good plan to I our Fraternity's name directly 
with the lottery I purchased t et in your name , and gave your 
11non- de-plume" as Theta Tau. I ticket Wl"aws a vtinning horse 
you will be cabled at Re~o and Tau will have some additional 
money with which to carrY, on it k. If it doesn't win -- oh well , 
I shall have had a thril~a thri 9IifW9¥ 1 from daring to do. 

\ I 

'By tiiTt~ JMavdtl-~i -viCi\ ~ .VOlmanquet Menu. It 
m&¥ be disappoiifl;fhg W ~Btf:lat~ntfte ~sM±'h~of. Brown did 
not care to be initiated because of the expense . I think I could have 
persuaded him but I did not feel it would be doing the best thing for 
Theta Tau and Rho Chapter. Consequently vre went ahead and 'With Sid 1 s 
assistan0e, the initiation went off in fine shape. I have never seen 
a chapter rise so much to the occasion. The toastmaster will be a 
good Regent next year and I feel quite encouraged. I asked Sidney to 
write you and Hopkins concerning the situation as he viewed it but I 
em not at all sure that he will do so . He told me he was very well 
pleased with the personnel of Rho Chapter and I am sure liis oeing 
here helped Rho in the eyes of Raleigh. Mr. Spinks was very impressed 
with our ritual and has already shown much greater interest in Rho 
than I had expected -- in fact acted as judge at the Engineer's Fair 
along with five other citizens of Raleigh. He was placed in the po
sition by two members of Rho Chapter. 

--,· 

Due to the Fair and Easter week-end Rho has not met since 
the initiation but will do so next Wed.nesd&¥. At that time additional 
newmambers will be considered. I trust va,vter will not be too insist
ent on Rho's PS¥ing its indebtedness immediately. \Tith only eight mem
bers it is going to be very discouraging if he insists on it. We will 
get it wiped out before school closes but he must give us a little 
time to get some addi tionnl members . 

Hope to Visit Virginia late this month at their anniversary 
banquet. Ahunni letters are still beyond my expectations . I would say 
we can anticipate a net profit of 10% or $600 per year for the two 
years beginning January 1, 1936. You will note the brief resume I have 
sent Brother McKendrick. I shall give a detailed report as of M~l 
including expenses , etc. 
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I feel that some thought should be given to the publishing of 
a new directory. All the alumni that have written feel that it is a prime 
necessity. AI; I remember it, Vavrter felt we could afford to spend $1000 
in getting out c.. new directory this biennium. By hard vrork I think I can 
raise the other $1000 providing, a decision is made to publish it before 
I send out my next letter. That wi 11 give us several months to think a
bout it. 

\Ve should do something about the Intermountain Alumni Assooi
ation. Obviously, Sorenson is not the man for the Secretary's place and 
I can well understand it. He is the weakest delegate Lambda ever had • .He 
mey rank along side of Kennard but at least Kennard had sense enough to 
bring his oredentials with him -- which is more than Sorenson did. The 
Lambda installation banquet ~11 oame off on April 26th and that appears 
to me the logical time to make a change. Would it be possible for you to 
something about iti 

With all good wishes and kindest personal regards I remain. 

Yours i'~ 

/;-cortmon 
P. s. We no-;r have enough material for~ Pine Cone" ond this news let-
ter will appear shortly. (ThE 
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organi zed it were all intimate friends and were all studying 
t 'i' 

mining enp.ineering ,but one of my classmates whose dead , Clinton 

B. Smith of the class of 1905 , was an electrical student and 

was one of the early members of Alpha chapter. 

How 'lj/e naturally had a great many problems to meet. Our 

Beta chapter at the Michigan College of Mines originated from 

an organization called the Rahmb~~dron Club of which brother 

Hopkins was a member and I H:bl;.!!!l, lli'l1$ ... ? •.;1 f St P 1 Mi t \-; ~ y o • au , nne so a, 
.. 

whe re I lived , was a very close fr~end of Ive Hanks who was 

one of the four founders . and I talked to him about Theta Tau 

we 1 d organized and Bob and the rest of the men of the Rakmba-

· ~edron Club dec ided that that was what ~hey wanted . to do. That 

began our Beta chapter which has been one ·of our most successful 

.Q~pt:~ta ].n. a.1:1 ita -:~~.s~.R~l.· r .. . ), \ · ... \ · : .... ~.:- t o( ~ • 

. ,1_ a ;_, t..r decided ths.t he was havinp; too much soc i a l life 

at the University of Minnesota. He had two sisters that liked 

to be taken out a good deal and he found that he couldn ' t study 

mining engineering and go to dances two or three day.s ~ in every 

week so he went up to the Colorado School of Mining and in 1907 

he gathered together a group of men in Ga4den, Colorado and in 

the spring of 1907 when I was on ~y way to Old Mexico, I s topped 

out to G•~6en and met these men. In the fall of that year 

Gamma chapter was estab lished. 

·n ow Delta chapter ha.d a ver y peculiar history. In 1908, 

a national mining fraternity called Sigma Kappa Alpha was 
... ,;. . 

organized. There was a chapter a t Minnesota which was competing 

with Theta Tau , end a chapte r a t · thf~~and a new chapter that 
J 

was established at the South Dakota School of Mines . So they 

had a convention in Minneapolis and they invited members of the 

mining fraternity that had existed at the Michigan College of 

. . 

I, • 

. " . ' 
~-· .-.. ~~~ .. ;~ 

. 
.. ;1! .. 

J 
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... ines ..Por very tle.:n.v yePrs by U::e n me of ··ifl'ill[ Rho r nd they 

f nt ~ou.n"'t; of a. le~?""'tes "0\ n to i tu ol ' !? . After cuarrelli 

t 1 ir: ('I' "U.t · t for r:cv r 1 d t boyf' fro 1 
.... . 

rl'l Hho . , .J 

decided tl)·t tl ev d'c1n' t care about or ""'niz n n tionnl 

+'r~ternity . Tl::ere's 'lflC.S loc· l at th t time .o tl e th · nc died . 

To ·rc ~ftcr ,h t they as ed uf loc·l t ~inne~ota to become 

E charter of :::; . a fuo . 'i'he bmn, rt out .J ] ot" School of 

1 inoc· He-re very roorly orp-"'nized P'~"l ~~~ t ch""1ter wcf' dead at 

th t ti1e ; f'O th t left tle ~- "la rapp \lnha ch "Pter at Ease 

~chool cf \nplied 8cie~ce alone . But r n the mer. ron Cnf'e 

were :.n l'innef ro., i.E they :net r Pre at mrn:· of he ~ c t i ve Me~ err-

or lpha chEnter r:o in 1911 they petitioned u.· ~or cl c.rter 

n" th t war our De:ta ~hn ter. ~~·if YOt w t to re~a ~o e 

ab ut that you c n look ·n thc;r manu 1 of col:eg fr terni ies 

· no. amonr the uninac tive fr terni t.:.es you r 11 find the hi <"t~ry 

of i ·rna Kappa Alpha . I c 

I wrote it . 

The Lps i lon chapter at th Uni.ver 'ty of Cnl'+-0rnia ori~ · ated 

the w~v r:o mn~y o~ our eDr~' ch"nter~ did . I c n• up in 1910 

fron: Old !eYic·o wi tl::. a Theta Tau from ta ch~nt r ho is 1so 

dead, vron Pickar d , as ~v hel~er ~o I'lf e ~n ex 1 r. tion o~ a 

mir:.e in the s~" te o~ :revada . ;'!e we..,..e there about three a.~vf' 

~nd the1 another t o we 1 ~ a 1 ' ttle ri t lPter i. n on our wav 

b~c we sto'1ned off in Berkelev . row ic'ard had f"One to the 

~r.iverrity of Cali ornia to t , e mir:.inr nd enr·neering and was 

tl ere E bot t £ year and then v1 r.t up ~o i.chi .... an Cn' 1 ue o~ · iSS • 

... o ne of the 1 .r tl at re ':new thE: t 

Univer itv of C·l· orni-- unc r nJ Hudson , one of tl::e mo<t 

promi.n01t ;: o1ot"ists on the west co a[ t . .And tr t ' ., 
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how I met Frr_n:: Tiudson and I ta, ked to him f bout Theta Tau 

so l:e ""Ot Dr . L uc1abac''" and rome of the others to ether r. nd 

tr at was ,psi lor.. ch" pter. So in 1<? 1 1 I 1'1 de a tri u to California 

and inc e the fra terni t:v in tho .·e dav. h~ .d no money I paid my 

ovn exnences , nd inrtolled Ensilon chnnter. 

~ow I wan~ you to get the ide~ of h0w theFe ch"~ters 

h"upened to come r~lonP" . Ro8s Parker who was the number one 

M&n Pnd t~e or~~nizer of the ch~nters at t~e UniverPity of 

Kansas , his family had a ~ummer cotta~e on a la~e in ~innesota 

where my mother and my sirters and m:v :vounger brothers v·ent 

in the SlL."'1.tner time so my z.:.Fter s told hirr:. all about Tf:eta ~au . 

So I stonped off in Loren , K&nsas ~ne visiteu Ross rarker ~nd 

helped him orp;aY! · ze a ~;roup to ether there and in 1912 Ben, 

1./ally r nd I and rop'r ina v;ent down to Kansas and ir..st lled Zeta 

chanter . Th[t's how Zeta started . 

\fell , two men from Alpha chepter and two men from Gamma 

chapter we:nt to Yacsachusetts Institute of ~echnolor.y to take 

p;raduate work . So they rrot a little ~roun torether at N"a8sachu

setts Institute of Technolo ·y ·nd that was Eta chanter. 

ow the Colnnbie. Un4 verf"it:v histor:v is really a little 

out of the way. mhE>y hEd -ror many years at Colum"bia a local 

that was called the Senior fin~ l1f" Society ~nd a very select a 11d 

snooty crowd . In the snriFR they elected fifteen ~uniors 

and that became tle Senior. in;nr Society duri~ tteir senior 

year . But ~~nal~y the facu:t:v at tte Columbia Un~ver itv dec;ded 

tl at t:,is little r.roup that hc..d :n,..ominent s ea,rcrs come r nd had 

the.:.r meetings w~s not what -l:ihey w nted , end "t' en thev orr;rnized 

the l:ir.: i.:nP, As soc ia tion r nil they told the Senior .. ~.:.n · "' 8oc ~ ty 

well , of course , you c~n carrv on if :vou want to as a local 

club but all the stu1ents in the School o~ ine~ ure roinp to 
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be elivible for thi~ mi~ lP association. So thev didn't care 

very much for that but .rnas Capetco from eta chr~ter had ·one 

to Columrla to t"'"J;e 1:;8 n·~;tP, .... dec;ree a:Pd I tl:". ' n" th'r ac 

:r J::t b.~.C' rr •. c 1 ·'1.e. He P:Ct tlV" fenlor ai::1..1f': ::'ociety to~ether 

~ nd uet::. t i ored UR "nd th t 1 s ~hetE ct.- nter. 

A:1cl now ~ota ch"uter · '"'8 ec*;---b'i::l:ed b~· two men from 

ue 1 ta . ..Jr. A.rderson who 1 r- '1rob' bly or.e 0f t'w ou t<-tcndin{'; men 

in the metallurf:Y of allt'"'linum nr n .o-.r.er:'ium ~ nd now +re he'd 

n~tallur ·ist o+' a ve-rv l'"r e rer-e"rch lnbC"T8.+1")ry tnC. Ror-s 

Househo • der WP.nt d OV'"l. frrm ~:i f'souri Sc'- ()o 1 of' ~i.res !"lncl they 

pot P prour ~O,f'"e+;hfr a.nC. lh8.t war= Iota etc ter . 

Geor e Gibe of Al'1ha ch"nter we~t to the un·ver~;tv of 

Illinois ae F. p:ra<'lu~te r=tnde1t ir: civi: ·nd e 0t" !?ma'l 

""roup -+;o ·e+h3r and se t ... o e men dowr f'rom Alpha; th t W' f' 

Ka.,.,pa ctruter. 

ow gci~~ to tl:e we tern ch"nters. t ,h Cniver ... it· of 

Ut~h trere \''9.f' locrl r·rn.ternity that is as old sc Theta Tau . 

It was called the U-~"''ech Club . hey met <o e o~ our alumnae 

.:.n S· lt Ln." e Citv in particular ..t:Jd S~der, we c<:~"l hir1 doctor 

now, fron: 3eta chc-nter "nd ~o::rte o~b(..rs :'lnd tte:v 1r>··ote to ne r.l 

in the '"':l.,..in~ of 19'"'0 r. I"ud 'back who was at t'l:l t +-'rrte Gra1:d 

•• event r nd I '·i tr. f'Orle o.Lrer lOCfll . lumnae Wf' t +o Gf l t La' c 

C · ty and ini ti ted ... ln0 C"t 8f men. T was lmo s~, dead .... fte'~" h t 

four drys. .And thr t 1 s Lambda chc uter . ~Tow Lambd.o chr- nter 

a. .id ror e thin,. +ha ~ we- fl very fine . They went after a ~_l the 

lumnt.i of tr(.. n-~""~ech '".nd of -1-hat lA.!' ·e nu: "ce:r of nlumn;~ they 

had, T 'bel.;eve th·~t there are on~y ourtee:r. or fif~een thet 

h1:ven't been initiated in t"'e ~""mbd8 ch '1ter. 'lhen v~u. o to 

~ l!, L e Ci-!-Y you find ~mon{" the ewi eerr there trc.t Theta 

T· u r"1 the \.lumnae A~soc~ation mort of '~uhom ure Lambda rnen 
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not h:v rn.v n:e·-:.n- ell , hPve a ve1y aec ·ae nl~ce . One of our 

meMterP there i IDf'mber o +he ho rd of "''e ents of the Uni-

ver ity of Utah . • ~other one oft our n:ember~ -vice-presidP-nt 

of t.r.e ;cenVv.~r/- Conper Compan.v uhich is one o*' the largest 

copper mininr: ar:d mclti.np; and refin ' ng or anizations in the 

country . And ..., reat m "~'lY :rteJ '"'rou d Ut h are nerfectl.y amuzed 

to ..,.o l ro~d trere an fir.d the"e older alumnae . I am a nember 

of the M0un~"in Alwmae Association · nd T have been to a c-reat 

many of thor-e alumn".e meetinp-[' end we foruerly didn 1 t thin1 

we had ~ ver• f"00d meeti1'1.P unler-s we r!'d 

N 0W t"'e war c E. ,.. lorl.[" ..... i'ter we hf11 ~n::- b~ l 'ed L':)mbda. J•.1 ... t after 

that we han t , , nh" mar do n in ,..,uscal~Sa.., Al b'l T e f:'t,.. rteo 

to taD to Pome of tle boyf there on ~he c"nnus o*' tle Univerolt:v 

of Alabana and tt ~ ~ show ':u cha-ryter ~tarted . 

... very one o.P our ch "'tE•rs r&" f'tarted "h t wa.v . One inter-

ef'ti"'F ~hL~ if' to tell you the hi&tory o.p TPu en· '!Jter at S;rra-

cuc:oe Univer"itv . There Wf-1.'"' n~tion 1 nrofesf:.' .. on 1 el'4 .... ·neerinr 

fr terni ty or...,.f nized t Syracure Unl ver"'.:. t. • in l9G4, the s~r e 

:vet:.r we were i'ounded . They e"'tabliPhei three ch"'nters , Syracuse , 

:Sehic-1: and Brown. Lehiph · nd. 'Srown ch'"''1ters were killed by the 

:fir::-t world wPr nc. never revived. And Tf'u <'hrnter wac: the 

remainin one of tr~t fr ter~ity nd ~hev petitioned us tecanse 

some of their men red. r.1et . orne alumnae ~heta Taus at vari.ous 

e1 ,.,.it1.eeri ng- caiLPC, ana so we ep+-a" lished a cl:Puter · t Syracuse 

"C'nlverr;i ty . You can rro to Beard ' s mal"ua 1 , turn to J..he chanter 

on inactive fraternities end read a:l about ~au Delta uiFma ~ 

tP So now I h ve told ;vou so"'eth · nr about 

how m£-ny of' +he o 1 der ch· l"ters have "'t· rted . ow I 1 r.1 oir to 

te~l you souethi 



•• ' t 
• '0 -. . . , 

/1. rr I 

7 

who h~s nev r been on a facultv , rut who ' s been "n oreratinF 

profe::sional er.,.,..; eer , and now bee U['e : ' m ~ettinl''' olrl fUTl 

do in mostly conr:u:Lt · ng wo7'k n th' "t i~: +he many , mar1.v Theta 

T' us I hsve et r cornect · on with my nro.i'ePGion l 1. ork . I 

have n ver been in L mi'~"int c mp, &s He call it , (we call Butte 

, a minirw. c'rlp ".nd it ' ( a big city) ; I h ve neve .... been in one 
, (., 1}- ·-ff those "'laees on nro'"'e"'sion ., bu ... ir::.e'"'s anfl ·· f I n eded heln 

or in-Porma tion w.h ich £. t com + imef' wc.f' very d .;_ffic'll t to p;et; 
1-j , 

I ilo not- re:>mPmber a iMle Ln.tDnce ~l,ere I couldn't o to some 

':'heta ~eu .i..n o~e oi' tbose c!'Wlns. "tnd tell them wh:: t I wrtf' after 

that I dian' "t P-"et a lot of help. I don' t 1<now how ill :r..,v thou ~a:r1ds 

o-P do' lfl rs it hPC ~ ved ..-0!'10 of' my c 1 i"'!lts l:"ll al ""O the m"ny ~ 

headaches "!.h t it aved me . 

Now today we h·ve men :i,n allllost every COUn..,""y of .. he orld. 

except t:1ose uncler the dom·n tion of ..... oviet Russia . _:'hey a:r:e 

almost everv ulace . f' n.v o.p them .have VfJry hi h posi ,ions and 

moRt of the men th· t I know in -Porei n count-ries re co meeted 

'i i tl: the oil industry or ' i ti met .. 1 min , ,o I 'now more about 

t.hen "'rol:J ~h,y th ... n others do . Some of you r1ay be intere::-ted 

in hat a m..-r loo, r: for, Wl" t '"re .J.he ~h; ~f' of "t;re P'Teatest 

value +,o a nrofe:=-s · onal enr eer . T:be +hin thft he loo s for 

in young men com:,.., · out to ·or, , i~ i r"'t f he -:.r char cter. A_r. 

er."' 11eer · s in a peculiar po::i +ion . He should mA." e the report 

'11 tl'e fr cts Sh0Uld " te scme hetrer he t s acting ~or a ~eller 

or a cuyer . "'!ow +hf h ·! therefore th t we shruld 'lw v ... kee 

i1 ... m· nd .:.n our professional pr'"'ctices is the f ct ... h t tl <' 

ucces ful profecsion 1 m~n ~re ~he th · nr,s 

tl t we teach to our men; +hat a man mu t be n honor'"'ble m n 

--.nd a trut.tful nan. "'l e .:ri u 1 0f l~cta rnau teaches us .w±rtrt 

of c rracter tba.t rn n,....·neer mu::-t h£-ve . 
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he consti'u*ion o~ heta Tau ic ~imr~v an i~ trument establishing 

rule 

t e vi t - thing in ""4Y -~"r terr..i ty , f nd. th· t ' s we re--a :(raterni t:v: , 

.; • ""1:1 ri tu.9.l-- he thi ~s thr t ' e teacr Llen when they become 

meMbers . 

I tl inJ ~hat ' s all I h<ive to S"'::( . I ' n:. very lad th['t I 
( 

c e b c to urdue th ' s time and see tu:c · ~.titu~ion again. 

I told ~orne of you , not "11 of you , thQt twic e no\ T have re~cued 

hi ch uter f:roo tota:!.. ruin. Ir. 192" \Then the Phi ch "'1ter 

netit ' on · fS ~rese ed in Chlc"ro +}e mo~ · on ~~ mrde Rn1 nassed 

t·~ 1 e r look at it . So some of us wert a-round f d. we t r ed to 

tone of the de ~ eRates and *e pot t~em to add new n:otion +.hat 

I "~ ~o cone dn n here tn urdue no whrtever : to:d t~e 

execu t · ve council th! t ' c what they ou d do . So I c· Jlle dm n 
~~~ 

here nd v:!.coited the old local here"{'.nd. h· d Dr . Laul ubac ""ive 

~!:em [' .. t['lJc. ':lhere you are . 

h · f' ftern0on , r ;rou 'now , we h d ...... vote on F-""ricultural 
r 

e~i eering . iney took 27 . n votes to nasc it . If T ~d voted 

a""'' · rst it there wouldn r t be rrr:y "rr ·cnltu .... 1 en"'"i eeriTif: . 

Loo' what I did for Phi c a't'ter. 



P. 0. BOX 244 
RENO, NEVADA 

EXECUTI VE COUNCIL 
OF 

TIIETA TAU 

SEND TELEGRAMS TO 
19 SIERRA ST. 

Lbrch G9, 195~ . 

J.~r.~<l.· .J.l: in0kley, 
90 Korningfide Drive? 
.~ew York L?? u. Y. 

De a r ..Je xt e r ; -

After my return "from the Uonvention 1 '~''eceived a check from 
lotb pC:Jyinr; ~. 1" ~he delinquent semi - !Hmual dues :'or severl:ll 
years so t;ht~~ r bre ~lel:lr on my books. I foun1 it di.fficult 
to get pt:~st of_iut:'lrs to undorstund that the n1:ttional fraternity 
could not collect iues from individuals and that we held the 
chapter responsi l>le for such dues . 

At tt.e Convention in 1941 Iota CC:lme withir1 one vote of 
being voted the r~n~;t chapter . r.e:td 1 been on the committee 
1 would h&ve voted for leta uecause of the Hmbzing improvement 
over seve~al ~eers at the chapter . rhe obvious reason was 
that ~·everal years previous some of the 1:1ctives who did not 
belong to loctJl sociC:Jl vroups, mbde an arrl:irtger:nent witt. a locul 
lan1-lady thut ~hey would .teeep ter house full OJ.' t.tudents if 
she ·vould le"t tl.em use tte pbrlors occC:isiont:~lly for meetin.c.J's 
and rushinf-o r.rhir; she 'NBS gltld to doo It worked. fineo Ehe 
place was known as the Thete rC:i..l. l1ouae . unfortunately the ·var 
ert1ed thiso bince thbt time over 90~ of tLe actives have been 
~ocit~l fraternity me~bers and Cilmoet C:ill the delinauents re
ported were such: In 1951 every senior frl:iduatin~ fn June th8t 
was l:in offieer of Iota f· j led to ptiy due '3 for the second term., 
Tt.e aelegate inforrr.ed roe tl:Cit oonething would have to be done., 
he saia ~h~t it w~s l:ilmost iopos-~bl~ to get a man elected ~to 
was ~ot a souibl frC:Jternity memb , rtd th~t some with very low 
scholl:irship had been pushed l:in'l L.- "ted wl!en better students 
~.Jere bVailaule., J. .. hink he Sbid that in this lbro;e Chbpter only 
5 were not soci~l fr~ternity memberso L· st December 10 members 
l'bilEJd to pay c'u~s for the ~·irst t,erm includinv the Hegento 

~he orgC:Jniz~tion has been 1iJtinctly mediocre since the end 
of the wu r . vun~he_" helm , the rlelegt~te Cit Purdue is not a 
social frl:lternity m~n. Le seemed to be Cill enthusit~stic theta 
1\'lu. Le ut~.: very nuch ri.isturbed by the si t..l.C:Jtion at J.ota . 1 
vo:.tld sut_\gest u pri Vc.1'te meetinr, with ldr.c ·:~nd wi ~h Joe .. jlltler 
~mri. pe::-haos ~or.1e buddy of Gunthers Cinri. .,ee what CE1'1 be ,vorked 
Ollt o 
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P. • ox 244 
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D 

Februar,y 16, 1954 

I hnd first thouzbt of writing you c. full repor on rcy trip o.rter 
tho completion but have docidod it vm1ld bettor t write a c;oparo.te -
lottor rcgo.rdina ench chapter vhilc ~tter ro tr o 1n ey mind. Thooo 
will not be lne ction roportn but bri f olll!ro.ry 01. rr1 vici t and I will 
try and confine then to one e. The o viei t foll • 

I arr1 vod in Rolla Fridey aft noon, Fe • ; • The chnpter had their 
Anniveroory oeleuro.tion in th f m of a ;,auot on Se.turd~ oveni.ae . I 
contacted Jo Uutlcr on orr1vnl. 

I Jr. t 11 of their fato~~~ 
dinner. I negl ctcd to 
Dean 1lson also atto 
uigt:G Rho, 1.8 takeo llu 

Tho o a~ter hos 33 
craduation. I ~""'"'lliWI' 

for the d 

Their Ritual iD in d s vi th tulJ11 loo e o • 'i'hoy n od a 
nev one. Their Co ti tution io vorn but not bad. Their Choptcr Roll 
hns e prop r~ kept in r c t yco.rs nd totv.lo 732 1n1ti too. 

Th chaptor sa_ys they 1ntond to o nd two oars to th Co vontion. 
They e.eked about t • inc of e naeo Md I told therl 1 t would Jro

b]V follov forr. r nro \11th full xpcnG D for on Ol00Q e and local 
x cnsco for tl e olt root if I c nl.co attended. Joe uutler ~ h 
xo c to attend. 

The e""ont is Qu t er elr who vus the dole c.te to the Convention. 
hey :ay t y havo cnrd ind x or c.lun:ni and 1 t ie in good slulpc. 

Alto eth r it all ver:; pl. a ant viclt. 

In • and 1', 

cc: 



Profes•or J . W. J avo 
210 netneering lda. 
low City, Iowa 

Dear Joo1 

Karch 23, 19S4 

. 
I vioited petlon an tho l£t!l end 19th Md had nice visit vith 

Eriob • He ccr:e down to or 9ley C~ hnd nn OpJQrtuni ty to 
dicousa sever 1 ~~tters vit • 

etter b re e1vcd fror.. 
sa to be 1n fld1it1on to 

'll"oo t ir: year. !e fe ls, 

usod u a boost for t e 
oorat1v laauo givine all 

""onts. 

rho Pl'll"DO e of' t :J.c letter 1 r:ainly to ur~ that our -
iemt ... s dur1ng t De tvo ,..a confined to tour. 1 have 1n m1n4 
not only ths ottor o .. oxponae but also the vor • involved s far 
you oro ooncorned. I do not e t~t you ve t1 e for o~ than that. 

CCt Glass 
inc 'Jey 
o1 k1ns 
chrader 

In H cr.d T, 



· lJr •• ;ellea apJ)e&rn to be l:!l excel.lcnt u.dviser. rhe chupter has 
been in the dumps f'o!' st:voral years t s '\ve knO\'i lr.oro the de legates 
to tife ltJst i'ew Conve,n tions , cut ho.v ure baok on the ol1 t r a ok 
as ,you c4'n see !'rom nttuched program Rlleet . 

1 ottenden t he 1n1 t 1ct1on ormquct at the Mari ne · .et'lorial Union 
~111ch \us ~lso tho bOth bi!~tiiut:ty bonquet. :Aucut 80 t.ttcnde d . 
IJr . Loudorbc ck a n d Frank S .budson . the real f'oun:iers of Epsilou,"' 
were both there . l. '"as pleesed to cee a Cc'lnider~lile dologetton 
:!'rom J:?si chapte r . Gmma \YaEl elso repr.e ented. Durinp; the lust ten 
yeurn little \vtt:J done to h.oep the Blumni address recordo in sh~pe 
so tho chapter d1 d not huve the addre"""'1es o:C mt..ny t2lumAi: now i n 
the .day area . Thnt i s no '" ba i ng corrected as f'nst t19 posa1 ble . 

On t h o \~lole i wus ~'till -;ltt&sad with .Kpallon . The· ah'&pter has. a 
good group and ea thare ts no op9(la1t1on , the~? h£Jve nc trouble " 
gett ing oll the men they wunt o ')<;2 

~ ~ 
't;v c/:_ ~:~· . 

l:j;~ ~ ~·~ , 
~'V j)~; r. 

; f...~~(\ 



J.~ . E. J . Schrader 
P .0 . Box 244, 
Reno, nevada 

Dear Erich& 

FOR iNFORMATiON OF 

...., 
~~~ ... ..,_., 

71-------

iHay 4, 1954 

It is a little odd that l should report m,y visit ot Epsilon 
to you, o1nce you vero tbere, but it r.1ves r.e the opportunity to 
make "1113 own impreosions known, ns we'.-...iiii.<ii.....li~U,li.Y e. repo" f'or the 
Executive Council. This io n little late but ere have been several 
interrupting factors . 

I arrived in Bcrkc--..e~, tho aft oon of t-1arcb 18 nnd met you, 
Dr. Georce D. Louderbacl: : ' t tirun .agent), and Samuel P . Welles 
(chapter adviser), soon a_f r err &1. We had dinner that evening 
vith twelve of t~Mr hono?'alj ~ .a.uculty n:enbers, nancly: Byerly, 
Chaney, Crook, ( , t-· · ~, cle r:leinpell, Louderback, Pabst, Somerton, 
fro.sk, Welles, rr. jGser. preceded Welles no chapter adviser . 

They have .. ~~ u.J. No. 45 and vhUe there are no looDe leaves I 
vo clQssify it a.s in only fair condition. Constitution llo. 2; iD 
in f rl,y good c ;}dition but, like ~st, is not up to date on ancnd-
~onts . e te ~ok and the treasurer's accounts are in ood 
condition . i'hey had a ccwh balance of ~54.48 ae of' March 8 . 'l'hey 
also have a building .fund but I did not get the balance in it . i'hcy 

· b£i.d 29 active sne~nero and a total of 765 initiates in the chaptor roll 
which woo in good shape with 69 blcnk pages !'or future ini tiatcs . The 
alumni file wae fairlf up to dote and you ~ade fov corrections for 
tham. They intend to moke plates for their mailing list ,. 

Epsilon ie a strong chapter nnd hcs excellent crsonnel. The 
fact that their nonbership is limited to mining engineero nnd geolo
giets may contribute SO!!!e to that strength. I have not been STJl&thetic 
vith the idea of a chapter limiting their ~ ership to a restricted 
category, I vill ~a;" that it gives Epsilon a Lo ;o eneouc group and 
they hnve t :.riv '\ . e', '1 it . I was infon:red by one or the officers 
that thoro hove ~,..! or tvo cases where men frOI!l other courses 
have b en initiat~ ~ hat in their group of res active nlcdges 
there was ono civil ennin or and one ~ec~onicel eneinoor. 



THETA TAU 

Epsilon Chapter 

C~DJJ{ I•'OR S? il!hG SE..J!.STLR ••••• 

, -

1954 

lJar. 18 ~ 7: ~0 PM. Senior :·lt:n t s Hall (campus) 

!iar. ~3, 

Apr. a~ 

Apr. 12, 

iJ&y 10~ 

!.lay 12 , 

148Y 14, 

Night meeting with Grand Regent Vawter. Review calendar 
plans for seJ4e~ter. Uake out rushing list. Collect dues. 

S:OOP:.l. Kappa Sit;ma House, ~ltO Piedmont 
First evening smoker, primarily a rushing fWlction. Prot. 
ParKer Trask will speak on " Flood coutrols in the Peruvian 
.Andesn. 

8:00 Pll. Kappa Sigma House, 2~20 Pie~ont 
second evening swoker with rushees. Prof. Perry ayerly will 
speaK on " Earthquakes and Sea waves". Some type of 
ref'resb.Lilent will be served at each s~»oker J 

7:30 Pl.i . Senior iden• s Hall~ (Campus) 
Night meeting for the ~urpose of selection of pledges. 
Final date for paying of active dues for this se~ester. 
Preparations for field trip, initiation anti banquet will 
be discussed. 

12:00 11. Senior r..ten• s llall (campus) 
Noon meeting ( hot lunch will be served) at which pledges 
will be ~resent and will be informed of traditi ons, initia
tions and obligations . Comwittee r eports. 

7:~0 P~.t . Senior ;.rents Hall (campus) 
Uection of new officers. Banc;uet and field trip arrangements 
will be J.U&de. 

7:W Pi.l. Hearst t.tining Bldg. (campus) 
Informal 1nit1a~1on • • • • l 

5:00 Pd. Hearst J,Iining Bldg. (campus) 
Formal Initiation. 

7:30 P~. Uarines Memorial Club, 609 Sutter, S.F. (tentative) 
Initiation Banquet. Social hour vdll precde banquet. 

All day i'ield trip to the New Idria !iine, San Benito County, 
calif. 

~:oo ~. Senior uen•s Hall (campus) 
Installation of new officers. 

~:00 PM. P~rty-dan~e tentatively scheduled; to be discussed 
during sewester. 

P.s. The success of these functions depends on your 
attendrance. 

In H & T, 
R. c. Epis~ Hegent 
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