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Mr. Michael T Abraham, Executive Director 
Theta Tau Professional Engineering Fraternity 
1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 
Austin, TX 78701 
 
Dear Mr. Abraham,  
 
Greetings from the Theta Tau Colony at Rutgers University.  In 2009, eleven young men and 
women came together to form an organization unseen within the university community, a 
professional co-ed engineering fraternity.  After months of hard work, on April 17th, 2010, they 
became the founding fathers of our colony and embarked on their journey as brothers of Theta 
Tau.  
  
Since the initiation, our colony has flourished in all forms.  The number of active brothers has 
grown to thirty four and the number of alumni is fifteen. We exemplify the pillars for which we 
stand and have established ourselves as a leading engineering organization on campus.  Both the 
Office of Fraternity and Sorority Affairs and the Engineering Governing Council at Rutgers 
University have recognized our colony as an official organization.  In terms of service, our 
brothers participate in local Habitat for Humanity builds and also in many other community 
service events within Rutgers.  Our colony has hosted our own Rube Goldberg Machine Contest 
and also Engineering Olympics, from which all proceeds have gone to our national 
philanthropy.   
For the brothers, professional development is key as interview and resume workshops are 
hosted alongside plant tours.  Brotherhood stands as our strongest feature as helping hands are 
never out of reach and no moment spent amongst brothers is a moment wasted.   
 
Our colony has spent countless hours and has put in maximal effort in becoming established 
within the engineering community, and we continue to reach outside this scope into the greater 
Rutgers community and beyond.  The dedication that each and every brother has put into this 
growth of our colony is unparalleled, and I could not be more proud.  We all hope that you 
recognize our efforts and achievements and look favorably upon our petition to become a 
chapter of Theta Tau.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Suhas Kumar, Regent 
Rutgers University Colony  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rutgers University 
During the early 1750s, in response to the creation of t:he Presbyterian College of ~ew Jersey, 

ministers of d1e Dutch Reformed Church attempted m gain independence fi·om Europe in terms. of 

ecclesiastical matters. Up until then, in order to enter the ministry, young men \'\·ithin fue colonies 

needed ro travel all the way ro the )fetherlands m be ordained. In order to eliminate this tiresome 

journey, plans were made to construct a new college in the American colonies. Led by Theodorus 
Jacobus Frelinghuys~ Dmch 

ministers rallied to the cause, 

which culminated in Frelinghuysen 
tra\~eling to fue Netherlands to 

appl'Oach the Dutch Reformed 

Church~s governing council with 
mis venture. He was dei.l±ed and, 

on me way back to the colonies, 

died at sea. Ho\'.·ever, Jacob Rmsen 

Hardenbergb rook up Ihe mantle 
left behind by Frelinghuysen and 

tra.,.·eled to Europe to once again 

appeal to the goverw.n-g council. 
Y er again, the appeal \Vas denied. 

Yet, oespite rhe conncil1
; la-ck of 

suppol't, Hardenb:ergh managed to 

remrn to the colonies '.Virh ilie 

funds to start a college. 

Queen' s College was 

chanered on November 10~ 1766, 
in honor of King Geo(ge ill's 
queen-consort. The charter was signed by \\rtJliam Franklin., then me Royal GoYemor of New Jersey, 

who fully supported ilie fledgling college. Though the unive:rsiry is now non-secw'ian. Queen' s 
College was initially e.srablished in order to facilitate the education and training of furore .ministers of 

the Dutch Reformed Church. In I\.'lay of 17 71, the site at >vhich the physical college would be 

established was chosen m be New Bnmswick, )few Jersey over Hackensack, New Jersey by a narrow 

margin. The same year, Queen' s College admirred its first srudems, consisting of se:ve ral ftrSt-year 
srudents and a :single second-yea!'. At first, classes ·~vere held in a small ta\'em, 5ig7! ofthe Red Lion, fu 

NevyBruns¥.i:ck and were taught by a single instructor, Fre-derick Frelinghuysen. Unfortuna[ely, ;vit:h 

me ad\·enr of the ReYolutiona.ry War, r.:he tan~lll became too dangerous co educate futtu·e ministers, so 
classes were moved to private houses in and around the area of New Brunswick. In 1'774, the school 

held its fust cornmeftcement ceremony, in. which 19 ye.ar -old Mat[ew Leydt ;,vas the ot:I.1y graduate. 



At its beginning, Queen's College was plagued with man}• financial issues. Due to a distinct 

lack of funding, The PoliJicallntel!igencer rmd N!Z'.v Jersey Ailvi:rer, considered the firsr newspaper 

printed under the supper: of an American collegtt was furceil to cease publication in 1783, a scam t\vo 
years after its Ill':>l: issue. As a solutioti, the board proposed merging ,.viili Princeton Universny in 1793, 

a proposition that failed by only one vare_ The uhimate decision of me Board of Tmstees was m close 

down the college in 1795 for the period of time i[ would take to appropriate suffi.::ient .funds. Hence, in 

1808, the college ·was reopened ·with die Trustees baving raised ~11,000. Immediately after iis revival, 

the foundation for the C.(lllege's fitsl building \\ras 1a.id, but financial troubles postponed its completion 

by 14 years. The sc.boor s first set of wrinen rules and regulation.s; complete with 104 tenets [0 guide 

stlldei:lt morals, w·as prinled soon after the colle:ge O!)ened it doors again. 
In 18 L2, far the second time, Queen's Co1Ie:g_e closed down, this time due to the dual threats of 

an economic depression and the \Var of 1812. It r eopened 13 years later in 1825 but with a new name, 

Rurgers College. in honor of the Revolutionary War hero Colonel Henry Rutgers. In retum, Colonel 

Rurgers made severaJ generous do.nations to the college, one of dtem being a S5,000 bond which gaYe 

Ru[gers the necessary .fun& to remain financially sound for the time being. Since its reopening, the 

college has never closed its doers. 

Rutgers College became me state land-grant college atld began receiving 5ffi[e funding in 1864, 

heating out Princeton. This was !hanks m ilie: hard work and !obeying efforts of George H. Cook1 a 

senior facuil:y member at the l.ID.iv.ersicy. From men on, Rutgers CoUege had me res-ources to predude 
any financial crises anC. rapid development began. In 1866; Rmgers debuted its yCil.ll1g athletics 

program by pa.rtidpati.ng in the schoors first intercollegiate sponi.ng eYe.nt, a baseball game versus 

Princeton. No£ much larer. itJ. 1869. many new studefll organizatior:s. such as Phi Beta Kappa and The 

Targum, the school .ne-.vspapel', were inU'oduced. The school color. crimson, was adopted after 

Princeton took orange. However, Rutgers got -its revenge by defeating Princeton in the first ever 
inlercollegiate foutba11 game. The college song, ;'On the Banks", "\\·as \Vriaen in 1873 by Howard 0L 

Fuller_ It1 1890, to mark ille begi.nn.ing of Rutgers' construction ,expansion. students moved into j[s fust 

dormitory named W.inants 

HalL 
The coUege also 

experienced a host of 

expansions. o•er the next 
few decades, including Ehe 

escablishmertt of Ehe 

College of Pha1macy in 

1892 and the College of 

Engineering in 1914. Lc.ter 

on, in 1924~ the college 

\\'as renamed as Rutg..,":!s 
Univ~::;iry, a tide it hold!. 

ro this day. In the same 



year" Rutgers senr its f1rst Rhode scholars m Qxforcl The ~ew Jersey College f01· \Vome.n, now 

Douglas College, 'i'i'aS f01.mded in 1918. The: Un.iversh.'y of Newark \\'3.S merged with Rutgers 

Uwve:rsity in t946 arid became me Newa!'k campus. Fu.nhertnore~ the College of South Jersey and 

South Jersey Law Schoo~ jo.in·ed Rutgers. Unil;ersiry as what would become the Camden c.amrus. These 

three c.ampus.es, Ne•;~.;oark., Camden, and Ne\Y Brunswick, comprise. the modem-day uni'\-etsicy After 

World War R eorollmenr sk-yrocketed fmm 750 smderus in 1945 to -t-_?00 in 1947 In 1956, Rutgers 

U!liversuy was made the srate uniVel'Sity of New Je:rsey by the New Jersey Legislatute. The new 
legislature called for the creation of a Board of Governors i:n addition to The rraditional Board of 

Tmsrees that had go•·emed Rutgers up until iliis poinL Barb bodie~ woilld henceforth be· in charge of 

pursuing the best imeresi:S- of Rutgel's University. 1971 marked the year when :Ru.,tgers Universiry 

bet"""cillle c-o-educarlonal. Soan after, J)lans were ttlrtllulated ro t:um Rutgers: University iino <1 major 
teS"eatch uni\'ersi ry and Rutg~·s, wa:> iilvited to join the Association of Americah Untrersities in 1 989. 

The latter half 0£ the 201A cenrmy saw Rurgers a.r the forefront of social, political and 

technological change. Th 1952, Professor Seltnatl Waksman won lhe Kobel Prize for lus research til 
microbiology, \Yhich led 10 the first annoiouc eifecth·e agains[ mberculosis., suepwmyem. Rutgers 

University Professor Eugene Genovese made front page news t.n 1966 for a conrrovemai stat:etuent 

agai.ns[ the V iemam \Var, which he larer won me Alexander ~'feiJdejohn Freedom .-\ward on the: basis 
of 3.cademic freedom. In 1.969 Rutgers was o}lce again vaughr in social tutfnoil as black srude!tts 

pmtesre:d aga.ihst t'acism m the uru:versfty. Tl.ris led to the symposia: on black iSSUes., which. in rum. led' 

the-university increase the number of black students, faculty, and staff In 199-6. Dr. James Flanagan, 
director of the Center of Compmer Aids for Industrial ProductiYity, ~was honored wrth lhe ~ailonal 

Medal of Science for his te"Search. .fu. iliat same year. Professor Emerirus George Wa:lker was the :first 
African American w win a Pulirzer Prize in music for his composttion of voice and orchestra, Lilacs _ 
_.;\nother Ru tgers faculty member was honored with rhe National ~ai of Scienc-e in 1999; tl1is [imf: 

the roathematioian. Felix Browti~ . Lacet iliat year, Cha1'lotte Bu±1ch won t:he Eleanor Roosevelt Awatd' 

for Human Right~ and \Vtlham Craelius. a university researcher, developed art innontive artificial 

hand. 
Although Ru~ers started as an nnderfu.tid.ed college that: D'attied Durch tnimstelS~ it has become 

one of die premier pQbhc nruvermies. Rutgers' smms as a great:. public research uruva·stry amaru 
r.a.iented smdents fmm around. ilif" world. As has been said, Rutgets gt;iduates have achieved incredible 

successes in !he fields I)]' sc1ence, meclicincr, and me libera1 arts. The Rmgers ttiott:o ~•Jersey Roots_ 

Global Reach" epitomizes how C'\'et·y Rutgers student. during .hJs eilllcation and after gt<aduation. (31! 

.shape ilie worldaroll!ld h.tin. 

JTGE I 



Rutgers School of Engineering 

Engineering 
a[ Rmgers dates all 

the way back to the 
y ear 1864 with the 

establishment of ilie 

Rmgers ScientLfic 

School. At this time 
only two programs 
were offered to 
studetlts, the first 

being ci:vii 

engineering and 
mechanics and 1he 

!>econd being 

chemisrry and 
agriculrure.. The 
first class was 
admitted in 1865 

a11d consisted of a 

mere seven students. It was. taug}lr by a single professor, Bre.-et Major Josiah Holcomb Kellogg. Under 
his. guidance, dle Rutgers Scientific School saw its M"t graduating class in 1868. 

As Rutgers College ex'J)anded ai the tum of ilie 20th century~ lhe Scientific ScboDl also 

expanded to take in more s.rudems and offer more career _paths. This process w as. catalyze-d when David 

l-.·furray , a t)rofessor of mathematies and asttonomy, managed m have Rutget·s named a land-grant 
college under me Morrill Act of 1862. As a result, Mun-ay Hall, on the College }\ .\'e Campus., \Vas 

named ih his honor. In 1914, when the College of Engroeering separated from me Scientific 5choo1, 
Mun·ay Hall became its. center of operation. The ftrst dean of this. new C ollege of Engineering \Vas 

Alfred Tusworili, a civu engineering and graphics profe~sor.. Tirsworth :Sen·ed as dean :from L914-

192L 
The College of Engineering entrance exam, while it may seem trifling in a modem conte.."\t , was 

a illfficulunilestone to hurdle for anyone considermg pursrung a higher edm:a.rion in the early 1900s_ It 

consisted of seyeral mathematical problems, such as ex-uacting the cube root of 77 to 3 d~imal places 

and solving systems of equations. Howe\-eJ, the exam went beyond mere .math and science questions. 

Applicams y;ere also asked to explain the difference bet\\·een an adjective and an adYerb, and to name 
all the Great Lakes_ Upon passing me e.xamination, smdents would begin taking classes in the Old 

Queen's- Building. All fir!;t year studems were required ro study alg_ebra and geomeuy, regardless of 
\1\ihat area of engineering they were pursuing_ Second and t:hird year students moyed on to higher level 



mathematics such as differemial and imegral calculus. Srudents beg.an their days with a morning prayer 

a[ 8~40 ~\II, followed by classes from 9 k\1!. to 1 PM. 

In 1924, the Engineering Experiment Station was esrablislted. Now known as the Bureau of 

Engineering Research, it serves as a center for the faculty to solicit and manage funds in order to 

support research endeavors. 

With the onset of World vVar rr. the Civil FU!lctions AJ)l)ropriations Acr ga•.-e rise to the 

Engineering Defense training program at Rutgers. This new cun-kulum held engineenng classes for 
\vL!rkers .inYolved in the defense and production industries. Then, in March of 1943, dle A.tmy Special 

Trainmg program -vvas introduced within dle College of Engineel'ing. It allowed soldiers m receive 

training in mechanical, civil, electrical, and sanitary engineering. The program was continued until 
De.<:ember of 1945. 

Historically speaking, civil engineering is the oldest field of engineering, so it makes sense that 

civil engineering dasses were raught immediately following the establishmenr of the Rutgers Scientific 

SchooL RoweYer, as indusr.ry and technology advanced, so clid the 'breadm of the engineering program 
a[ Rutgers. From the start, mechanics classes were taught in conjunction m civil engineering classes 

and thus, in 1908, a 

dedicated 
mechanical 

engineering 

department was 

organized. In 1888, 

Francis Tyler Van 

Dyck established a 
nev.; electricity 

course vvithin the 

Scientific School. 

Srudems. \Yho chose 
to take rhis class 

took physics 

courses dealing 

with electricity 
alongside !:he usual 

curriculum iliat the 

civil engineering students were following. In 1909"" the elecmciry course was expanded inro an 

electrical engineering program at Rutgers. Frank Thompson. Yan Dyck' s O\\n assistant, headed the 

department. 

Ad,·.ances in biotechnology and materials science m the 20tl:. cenrury generated the need for 
Rutgers to develop its two newest engineering programs. The biomedical engineering progl'am began 

in 1965 as a track within the electrical engineering curriculum. Students could earn ~f.S degrees in 

elecmcal engineering with a biomedical engineering emphasis. This. specific pt'ogram was developed 



by the Deparrment of Engineering in c.onjun::tioo -w1t:h L"lvJDNJ. In 1991: the biomedical engineering 

program was moved 10 rhe Department of Applied Sciences. Finally, in 1997, an undergraduate 

biotne.dicat engineering program was inaugurated'by Rutgers ahd eventually recognized by the state in 
1999. In me time- since its inauguration, ilie original B~·ffi postgraduate- ptogram has grown 

substantially_ 

The 2vlateria1s Sc-ience 

and Engineering C-vfSE) 
program at Rmgers sraned as 

the Depa.rtmem of Clay­

\Vorking and Ceramics in 1902 

when Assistam Professor of 

Chemistry William S. Myer-s 

petitioned the Agriculrural 

College m esrablish the schooL 
On March 14, 1907; the 
Department of Ceramics was 

established in a former stable 
Otl ·whar is. today the College 

Avenue Campus. The 

departmem '¥as integrated into 
the School of Engineering in 194:5. In 1963, the ceramics department moyed to Busch Campus, where 

all ofilie other engine.eri.ng programs were base-d. In 2005, the name of the program w-as changed m the 
Deparrm.ent of Materials Science and Engineering. At its inception, the cet·amics curriculum i:nyolved 

n1.·o years of analytical chemistry foilowed by nvo years in ceramics specialization. After 194:5, the 
program became more standardized, \li·ith a "general engineering" freshman year program followed by 

three years of courses syecifically in ceramics and mixed courses in other fields of engllieering 

(electrical, mechanical, etc). The J)togtanl has been r~vised many times since its integration into the 
School of Engineering. 

Sin-ce its birth as the Rutgers Scientific School, the School of Engineering has grown and 

flourishea beyond the expectations of eyen me mos:£ dal'ing of its founding fathers. Offering a 

mwtirude of courses in almost eyery branch of engineering, this program at Rutgers provides smdents 
with the folllldation on which to approach the world wifu soludons to !he roughest problems. 



Rutgers 8T Colony I-Iistory 
H0Thas come a long way 

since irs inception_ Started as an 

oppotrul.lity rhe currem presideht 

Radhika Patel researched, today the 

group has expanded its" membership 

and raken many strides towards 

becoming a part of the Theta Tau 

family. This srudem group of 

engineers was officially established 

on October 18,2009, tht"day :Mike 

Abraham came to visit Rutgers 

University. Dm'ing this meeti.llg, the eight original members passed the new group' s by-laws 

unanimously, elecn~d officers, !iCheduled furu.re meetings, and chose the name Eta Theta Tau or I f@'f. 

The group \vas. also given an informative presentation on Thera Tau and the process of starting a 

chapter at Rmgers Univ ersity_ This no1 only motivated H@T to get starred right away, bm also .made 

the new group e.xcited to join such a prestigious fraternity. 

The .eight original members, Radhika Patel, James Jacob, Jordan Rom vary, Joseph Vella, Neil 

Supnekar, Mark Rusinski. ?vfatthew Rodriguez and Deepal Shah, heLd the f1rst: H0T meering at Rm. 

3303 of Crosby Suites only a few days later, on Thur-sday, October 22, 2009_ During this meeting, they 

discussed the ke)'' points Mr. Abraham presented, planned our rhe ne:u step in trying to become a 

recognized student. organization, and scheduled a few activities that could be done wge!hel' to ha-ye 

fu.n, boti~ and slowly integrate HflT :into we Rutgers community. Among the· ac{ivities decided upon, 

the most imponan~ was the. Big Chill .. a 5K run on a frigid December morning, which would ultimately 

benefitllllderprivileged children ·in the New Bruns.w1ck community_ Many of the members began 

training for iliis evem, bringing the group closer together_ H~H aloo unanimously voted in three new 

members, Joe Grossman, Alson \Yu andY ancy Hu, following Robert•s Rules of Order. 

The next big stride was a meeting with Dean Brown,. Dean of Studem Affairs on October 23td. 

Radhika Pare! and James Jacob, liBTPresident and Vice-President respective1y, presented the idea of 

starring an engineering greek-life group on campus. vVhen asked the question j'\Vhat makes Theta Tau 



different from lhe other fraremitiesA.nd sororities already established at Rutger5?", James and Radhik;a 

were able m ans.\\'er proficiently. They brought up imponam points such as Thera Tau being the oldes-t 

and largest profe-ssional engineering fraternity and the distinct lack. of oo-ed fr-a:remuy at Rutgers. They 

also e:\-p1ain tha€, un.like the esrablished greek groups~ H®T intends tt:l be an active part of the Rutgers 

School ofEtlg.ineering by helping with sel"vice events, reaching our to pmential and incoming 

freshman, and participating 1n 

engineering based 

competitions. Dean Bro-wn 

advised that liST start its 

seareh for an advisor and 

meet \Vith an Engineering 

Governing Council executiw 

bo3l·dmember to distuss how 

to become a registered 

5tndent organization. 

The next week, 

October 29·"', 1-1 GT heldJts second meeting and~ after discussing what Dean Bro\vn sugg~"ted, rhe 

_group members began to compile a list of facility \-dlO might possibly be imeresie·d in being the H0T 

advisor. During rhe next week, !hese pmfessors were contacted and meetings were set up -~·ith them. 

Also, at this me.eting, l1®T welcomed two more members, Thomas O 'l\Lalley and :rvfrunai Shah, who 

were vmc.d in unanimously as per Theta Tau by-laws and Raben's Rilles of Order. 

After being declified by several professors, James.andRadhika met with Professor Blase Ur on 

November 11 tic. Professor Ur was interested in the group. but as o..·q:>e-eted, n.e e-xpres-sed some concern 

about the activities H0T might be engaging :in as a group looking to be-eome a fraterniry. After a few 

amendmenrs to the by-laws, passed on December 3, 2009, Profes:;or Ur officially agreed to be we 

group' s ad,·isor on December 7th_ 

With rbe semes[er c-oming roan end and finals approaching, members shifted their focus m 

studying. However, e\-eryone successfu.Uy participated in the major c.omtnunity set'vice event, the Big 

Chill, and continued to meet for study sessiofiS and dinner. ·movie nights. After finals, members went 

their separate \Vays for winrer break, but at the srart of the Spring 2010 sem.esrer, HE>T got started right 

away. Wnh an advisor on board, the gronp. assigned pans of this periti<>n to different members and met 



ttl re'\'iew me fttsr draft on February -1-th, 2010. Revisions were made during the meeting ami over the 

course of the next week. The petition was finally printed and put together during the ne.'X.t meeting on 

F ebruaty J1 !b and nl.ailed ou~ on february 13'h. 

The Rurget's Colony of Theta. 

Tau \Vas initiated on _J\pri1176
, 20 l 0 

by, ~everal executive members of 

TI1eEa I au. The initiation was 

attended oy their adviseti Blase Ur 

and Theta Tau brother:; and alumru. 

1 from several nearlry chapters. 

Professor lir spoke on behalf of the 

Rutgers colony and the colony 

members were reminded of their 

duties as brothet•s of Theta Tau. Immediately a.ftet· 1Illdauon, Radhika and James approached the 

Engineering Governing- Council (EGQ~ seeking Rutger:; organizatioil srams for the Rutgers colcmy_ 

Unforrunately, due m a perceived overlap with existing engineering organizations, the EGC himed iliat 

Theta Tau \Vould not be aceepted as an engineering organization. Discouraged, Rutgers Theta Tau 

adjourned for d!e s11tlll!ler. 

1n September 2010, Blase. Ur moved abroad ro pursue a research opporrunity. In his absence, 

the Thera Tau petitioned. and recruited J eah Patrick Antoine, a Program Development Specialist for t:he 

Rmgers. School ofEngmeering. Patrick was very e.1lcited ro begin wotking with dte colony members 

and his influeAce and assistance ptoved crucial ro developing and building rhe Rutgers colony during 

the coming semesters. 

FurrhermoJe, this semesrenvas also the first rush and pledge period that the Rutgers colony 

experienced. The Rutgers .colony had. seyeral rush events, from Spons )tight to Pizza Socials, and had 

many interested Rutgers Engineering students anend.. Out of these smdent:>_. nine smdenlS were 

selected :o pledge the Rutgers colony of Theta Tau. As this was the 'fu-sr greek pledge pet"iod that many 

of the brothers had e:'\:peri~nce~ much ohbe pledge process was experimen.tal. NoneTheless, hoili the 

brothers and the pledges had a lot of.f.im and at the end of the sLx. week prot:ess, eight ne\v members 

were initiated mto t:he Rurgers colony. The :first pledge class consistro of~ W ayt1e Huang, Steven Yang, 

Scor:t Hu, Pema Kongpo,. Darcy Chiriboga, )iiatiliew Grajek, Adam Barelk.a, and Robert Goodacre. 



At the en:<Lofthe faTI 1010 semester, Radhika and James approached both. the Rutgers Orlice of 

Fra1ernity & Sorority Affairs (OFSA) and rhe Engineering Governing Council (EGC) m be p.ccepted as 

an official Rutgers organization. This time, due to their presence throughout the School of 

Engineering. dle EGC accepted Theta Tau as a Rutger-s engineering organization unmedtately. h1 

addition, after e-xtended c-ommunica.Iion with !he Uleta Tan Central Office, the OFSA accepted Theta 

Tan as a Rutgers fraternity_ 

During the Spring 2011 semester, 

Rmgers Theta Tau made several strides. 

to\vards further i.t1unersing themselYes 

within the Scbool of Engineering. The 

colony hosted the 1"" Annual Rurgers 

Rube Goldberg Competition, which was 

arrettded bv three teams and \Vell over 

100 R,mgers stuaents. The winner of the 

conrest presented their machine at r:he 

Libeny Science Center. The Rutgers 

colony also parti.oipared in rhe Rutgers Relay for Life. raising several 'Ihousands of dollars for the cause 

and attending the 24 hour walk event During me Sprmg 21111 rush :and pledge season. lhe Rutgers 

colony initiated eight new brdthers: Suha.s Ku mar. Dba.na:njay Tanike.lla, Andrew Wang, HardikPatel. 

Jigar Patel, Kang Tian. Eddie Lee, David Tran, and Shed Sangbvi. 

The Fall 2011 semes1er \vas extremely busy for the Rutgers. T11e-ta Tau Colony, with se'\·erai 

different venmres. The colony members f.mdra.ised while·manning concession stands at Jets ann Giants 

games mrougb the semester, making .several thousands in revenue. The c.olony also hosted the L •t 

Rurgers Engineering Olympics, during which several teams participated in ~haiknges testing their 

intelligence, athleticism, an:d creativity_ Finally, me Rutgers colony hoste.d Stev·e Wozniak al Rutgers 

Emrepreneurshrp Day and donated hundreds of boxed lunches to ~ew .Bru.rts\vick women's shelters via 

the eNent. During me Spring1011 rush and pledge season. tlle Rutgers colony initiated ilii.neen new 

brothers: Justin Cruz, Bti3fllle Bebt, Anthony Noceri±lo, Saneh.ita Saxena, Ashley ~foreira. Terry 011: 

Bhradraj Kalaria, Serena ~ueller, A.s.hley So, Domlhy Libring, Amee Chovati.y~ Emily LeM,asters, 

Julia McConnell. and GabtieJle Fen·er. 



Spring2012 was a crucial year row3l'ds the future of the Rutgers Colony ofTheta Tau with a 

transitional period where the foUllders overlooked the activity of the juniors and underclassmetL Since 

fl1is \vas the fll'St full year being in OFSA and EGC. there were a lot more expectations as per me 

annual report due to OFSA and reporting to EGC abom their activities. There \\<-ere a several evems 

they had to undertake due co OFSA requirements, including the alcohol and hazing seminars_ They 

also had to and 

wanted to partake in 

Dance Mararhon~ 

the Greek 

philanthropy for the 

Embrac.e Kids 

Foundation, where 

six of our funemiry 

members opted to 

dance for 32 houxs 

after raising m~er 

$2500 for this 

event. Rutgers Theta Tau !:hen participated in Relay for Life several weeks after Dance :Marathon and 

accomplished EO raise oyer a SlOOO ra sponsor the 12 hour walk for cancer. A few week later, the 

brothers hosted their second annual Rube Goldberg competition where they sponsored three groups 

who were judged by a Theta Tau. Alwnni, Errynne Bell, and one ofRutger's esteemed Biomedical 

Engineering professors, Dr. Troy Shinbror. The winner was determined by a breathtaking t.iebreak and 

d1e winners• machine was showcased in me Libeny Science Center. The fraternity also hosted irs 1u:st 

ever formal, attended by majoriry of the brothers in one last goodbye w our graduating seniors before 

graduation. During the Spring 2011 rush and pledge season, the Rutgers colony initiated eight new 

brothers: Dan Ho1gu.in, V etri Velan, Ting (Ten:i) Huang, David Pacheco, Nelson Ching, Sagar Patel, 

Parth Patel, and Keith Everitt. Rutgers Colony of Theta Tan had 14 brothers graduating at the end of 

the Spring of 2011 semester: Joe Grossman, Yancy Hu, James Jacob, Radhika Patel, Snehali Patel, 

lv!atthew Rodriguez, Mark Rusinski, Deepal Shah. Neil Supnekar, Joseph Vella, Adam Barelka, Raben 

Goodacre, "Matthew Grajek and Wayne Huang. 



 
 

 
Regent 
Suhas Kumar 

 
Vice Regent 
Sheel Sanghvi 

 
Treasurer 
Dhananjay Tanikella 

 
Secretary 
Ashley So 

 
Pledge Master 
Amee Chovatiya 

 
Rush Chair 
David Pacheco 

 
Corresponding Secretary 
Dorothy Libring 

 
Brotherhood Chair 
Daniel Holguin 

 

Community Service Chair 
Gabrielle Ferrer 

 
Professional Development Chair 
Sheel Sanghvi 

 
Fundraising Chair 
Sagar Patel 

 
Webmaster 
Justin Cruz 

 
Scholarship Chair 
Vetri Velan 

 
Historian 
Bhradraj Kalaria 

 
Housing Chair 
Bhradraj Kalaria 

 
EGC Representative 
Andrew Wang 
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Name: Joe Grossmann 
Major: l\1e:ehanical Engineering 
Hometo·wn: Princeton Jilllction~ NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

Name: James Jacob 
1\'Iajor: Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Hometown: Bergenfield, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

N arne: Yancy Hu 
Major: Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Hometown: Highland Park, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

Name: Radhika Patd 
lVIajor: Chemical Engineering 
Hometown: Edison~ NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 



N ame: Snehali Patel 
Major: Biomedical Engineering 
Hometol''n : Edison, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

N ame: :Viark Rusinski 
lVIaj or: Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Hometown: Secaucus., NJ 
,. .. _n,.l -..,._. _; __ n - .. -· c:_, •. ;.-,.,... ~()1"') 

Name: Matt Rodriguez 
Major: Computer Engineering 
HometGwn: Hazlet, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

N arne: Deepal Shah 
Major: Chemical Engineering 
Hometo·wn: Stanhope, NJ 
, .. _ _ ..,J.-. n+.: ,..... ..... n ,..+-1"\• <::'-.-.: .,,.... ""'t f\ ·1 """' 
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Name: Neil Supnekar 
lVIaj or: Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Hometown: Tinton Falls, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

Name: Adam Barelka 
1\'lajor: lvfechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Colts Neck, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 201:3 

~ame: Joseph Vella 
:Major: Chemical Engineering 
Hometown: Ocean Township, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

~arne: Darcy Chiribos;ra 
• v 

:VIajor: Mechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Hightsto\¥11) NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 20 13 



Name: Robert Goodacre 
1\;:I.ajor: Industrial Engineering 
Hometown: \Vest Orange, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

Name: ·wayne Huang 
1\'Iaj or: Chemical Engineering 
Hometown: Hamilton} NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

Name: Matthe\v Grajek 
Major: 11/Iechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Freehold} NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

~ame~ Perna Kongpo 
~Major: Biomedical Engineering 
Hometown: Hasbrouck Heights) NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 20 I3 
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Name: Scott \Vu 
Major: Mechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Harrison, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

Name: Suhas Kumar 
!)llajor: 1\.·fechanical Engineering 
Hometown: East "\'Vindsor, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

Name: Zhi Killl Yang (Steven) 
lVIajor: Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Hometown: Harrison, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 

Name: Eddie Lee 
lVlajor: Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Hometown: K orthvale, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 



  

Name: Hardik Patel 
Major: Mechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Matawan, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

Name: Sheel Sanghvi 
Maj or: Materials Science and Engineering 
Hometown: South Brunswick, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

Name: Jigar Patel 
Major: Chemical Engineering 
Hometown: Iselin, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 20 13 

Name: Dhananjay Tanikella 
Major: Biomedical Engineering 
Hometown: North Brunswick, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 20 14 



Name: Kang Tian 
1\'lajor: Mechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Fort Lee~ NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

Name: Andrew Eric ·wang 
1\'Iajor: l\1echanical Engineering 
Hometo·wn: Montville To\vnship) NJ 
1 ' -~.-~~· ~ -'~-~- n~ -"-· c:_ • ..;_ ~ "'(ll '> 

Name: David Tran 
1\'lajor: Materials Science and Engineering 
Hometown: Camd~ NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 
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::\ ame: Brianne Behr 
)'lajor; Industrial Engineering 
Hometown: Sayreville, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

~arne: Justin Cruz 
::\llajor: Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Hometo·wn: Freehold> NJ 

Name: Amee Chovatiya 
:!\'Iajor: Biomedical Engineering 
Hometown: Jerse-y City, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

Name: Gabrielle Ferrer 
!Vlajor: 1\1aterial Science and Engineering 
Hometown: Bergenfield, NJ 
1 "' .-n...ll .... ..,+; .-~ T\.,...4--n• ~ ...... ....;.,,... , f\ '1'l 



Name: Bhradraj Kalaria 
:Major: Biomedical Engineering 
HometO\l'D: North BrutlS\Vick: NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

I 

Name: Dorothy Libring 
~1aj or: ~vlechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Montville To\\1t15hip: ~J 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

Name: Emily LerYfasters 
l\'lajor: Civil Engineering 
Hometown: Hopatcong, KJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

Name: Julia McCollllell 
lVlajor: l\1aterial Science and Engineering 
Hometo\Yn: Stewartsville~ NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 



  

Name: Ashley Moreira 
Major: Mechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

Name: A.nthony Nocerino 
Major: Civil Engineering 
Hometown: Sparta, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

Name: Serena Mueller 
Major: Biochemical Engineering 
Hometown: \Vestamptan, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

Name: Kyru1g-Tack Oh (Teny) 
Major: Material Science and Engineering 
Hometown: Palisades Park, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
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Name: Sanchita Saxena 
~lajor: Industrial Engineering 
Hometown: Benici~ CA 
Graduation Date: Fall2013 

Name: Nelson Ching 
~'lajor: Biomedical Engineering 
Hometown: Hazlet} 1\J 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

Name: Ashley So 
l\fajor: Biomedical Engineering 
Hometown: Millstone T ownshipl NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

Name: Keith Everitt 
1\llajor: Electrical & Computer 
Engineering 
Hometown: Princeton, NJ 



Name: Daniel Holguin 
1\'laj or: Industrial Engineering 
Hometown: North Bnmswick, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2015 

Name: David Pachec.o 
1Vl ajor: Electrical & Computer 
Engineering 
HometOlvn : Rockaway, NJ 

~a me: Ting Huang 
Major: Electrical & Computer 
Engineering 
Hometown: Edison, NJ 

X ame: Parth Patel 
:Yi ajor: Electrical & Computer 
Engineering 
Hometo·wn: Toms River: NJ 



   

Name: Sagar Patel 
Major: Mechanical Engineering 
Hometown: Old Bridge, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 

Name: Vetri Velan 
Major: Chemical Engineering 
Hometown: Clifton, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 20 15 



I'heta 'fau I)etitiou- Notable Events 

Pr·ofessiona1 Development: 
Theta Tau Rube Goldberg Competition 

Theta Tau Engineering Olympics 
Johnson & Johnson Plant ToW's 

Master of Business & Science Info Session 
Rutgers Entrepreneurship Day 



Comn1u nUy Service 
Rutgers Circle K Dance to Eliminate 

Bernard Fein Scholarship '\Valk 
Rutgers Engineers ·without Borders w·alk for \Vater 

Rutgers Engineers \Vithout Borders Concession Stands 
Rutgers Relay for Life 
Theta Tau Blood Drive 

Rutgers Danc.e Marathon 



Brotherhood 
Colony Pizza Eating Competitions 

Ice Cream Socials 
Colony 1\.1an-hunt Tournament 

Colony Movie Nights 
Colony Haunted Maze Toms 

Colony Camping Trip 



  

Academic 
Weekly Study Hours 

Brother Tutoring Sessions 

Fundraising 
MetLife Stadium Concession Stands 

Bake Sales 
Candy Sales 

Athletics 
Chi Psi Fall Classic Football Tournament 

Gamma Phi Beta 2nd Annual Crescent Classic Volleyball T oumament 



Founding Fathers 
 

 
 

Our founding fathers (also our Alpha Class) recently graduated as part of the Rutgers School of Engineering 
Class of 2012. They initiated our colony on April 17th, 2010. They helped set our goals for the future, and 
continue their incredible support as we look forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Signatures 
 
We, the members of the Rutgers University colony of Theta Tau, do hereby petition the Theta Tau Professional 

Engineering Fraternity for chapter status. We, the undersigned, are all currently enrolled in the Rutgers School of 
Engineering at the Rutgers University and have no affiliation with any organization considered to be competitive 

with Theta Tau. 
 
 
 

        
Suhas Kumar          Justin Cruz 

         
Sheel Sanghvi          Vetri Velan 

           
Dhananjay Tanikella         Bhradraj Kalaria 

        
Ashley So          Andrew Wang 

       
Amee Chovatiya         Darcy Chiriboga 

        
Dorothy Libring         Pema Kongpo 

        
David Pacheco          Zhi Kun Yang 
 

        
Daniel Holguin          Eddie Lee 



     
Gabrielle Ferrer         Hardik Patel 

          
Sagar Patel          Jigar Patel  

       
Kang Tian          David Tran 
 

        
Brianne Behr          Emily LeMasters 

       
Julia McConnell         Ashely Moriera 

       
Serena Mueller          Anthony Nocerino 

        
Kyung-Tack Oh         Sanchita Saxena 

       
Nelson Ching          Ting Huang 
 
 

        
        Parth Patel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

~JTGER 
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January 30, 201: 

To thG ifheta Tau ]:xecu1ive Council: 

Office of swda-:..r De-.•e!·~Ptr~ 
5Chcol o~ Eng·ne'=ling 
~tg:rs. The ~:~t~ Univ:rsitV of NE~ir Je."'Sa'"f 
.?9 Er~:c R,-,:d 
~·=c=~rr~Vf lil t>SA54:-S0.5.S 

'fiWW·B!G·Ilr';9S.."S•~d~ 
?.32--·~697-
fa>:: ?32~5-5.C. 7S. 

1 am mpst pleased ro have been asked to wr ite on behalf of tho 'fhe.ta Tau colon·r a t 
Rut;gers Univers1ty as·they take the .next 'ltep toward bec.oming a chapttl1'. 

!his past year has been a very active and produ ctive one ror this talented 'and d edJcated 
group of students. Along with increasing their membership since mitially becoming 
t~"'Dgniaed as a colony less than 2 y ear,s ago, Theta Tau has earned a reputation at tbe 
School of Engineerin.g for being an organization t hat is sincere 1n its> eftbrts to provide 
sen·iee to the c.ommunny (both within Rutgers an d beyond). The. members of'Iheta 
Tau confinually re.p(esent them seh •e,s, their or ganiaation and the Rutgers Uni\·ersity 
School of Engineering with professionalism, service, and academic commitment, all 
with an artitude of fun_ 

La.st Spring Theta Tau was re.eognized by the Engin;et<r ing Governing Council (EGC) as 
ilie Most Improved Society of th e 2010-2011 school year. Just tllis past Novenfbe.r . Theta 
Tau was ag?in recognized by the EGC as tbe Society ofthe Month . Given tlla t the EGC 
had thirty other professional engineering; .oocieties to selec.t from, it .is a t estament io 
Theta Tau thai; so o::ar!y it! their establishmi!!m, the.y are already retei\'ing accolacl es 
from their peers, 

!his colony is reaa:~rfor1he nextstep antl I look forward to see.ing their <:ontinufld 
6f<>Wih. 

Sincerely, 

ilene Rosen, Ed.D. 

Associate Dean 

Cc: 



 

f\UTGERS 
;.J•r ..,t 1:ng1Meeunv, 

Theta Ta:u.CeDtr.l'l Otnc< 
JOlt San Jacinto, Suite~05 
Austin, TX 78701 

Dett Theta Tau E-o.cecutive G.ounal: 

Offlt.: (lt ~IIJJif!hl ~UUUI~~~ 

SCI'Om (If i;I!Oim!l'flt" ' 

Hfti •Jfols, ri;~ Sij'ljt• • k'ivt:r""'O'·"Ilf !~..,, t "'~" 
~ 6r~li i'Uted 

Pl~..:wuwa.,, IH 'W.S~-l:.:')!!fi 

1 1\ it;J/~~iJ.I IIt'-l!i'.c!ll.IJ/U,=o} 
I.COJi• Pft111 ,_. t. i\00••!"! 

,'U"-l-'15-.t.l'al • ll't 

"•" J3'a- ,\.t5·!.lf'.ltJ 

Janu"'!-24, 201 2 

I am delisJlted !a "~te to you in suypan of ili~ Rutgers l.'nlv-ersity lbeta Tau colony petition for a Tn<:ta 
I au chzptet;. I h ave bad the prlvUege. to w ork " i th m~mbers of 'the colony and attended several e~rnts. that 
-were host~ -md J am P.roud tt' S~¥ that this is indeed Ollf of the most hard\ vor.kjng and prafessionrl gro~s­
filat our etficehas had tbet pthiJege ttl wark ,v]tl:f. 

As you J.IUgbt already k:n·ow, the Rutgers School ofEngineeiing supports a vibrant community of dc·zens of 
-student ·organizations that focus on a varie ty of different areas .related to rn:ginee.ring. A s a student grouP. at 
Rutgers, the colony of The.ta Tau has exceeded trumy e''P•'-tations. In addition to being-lictiH.ly o part of 
the'b'ody of student organizations, !:hey have: lead the w ay in ~·gagmg studenbto think be}'·ond "'.vba t is 
eA-pec.tedofour ·angineering students. They have h osted a· v ariety of e:ve.nts ranging ffom-P,rofessfonal 
information sessions, a Rube Goibe:rg c:ompeciticn, to facilita:iing;theRutgers En!repre.nem>hip Day which 
illcluded SteveV\to.miak zs. a k....~ll9te speal:er. These events \'\·e.re p lanned "-ith e..."-celienoe-and h:n·e 
infOrmed, en,gage~ cbaUenged. and insp ired our students at Rutgers- L niv ersity_ 

Ibe foun.ding members of the Thet-a Tau ·colony baxe .sho\vn their decbcabon to maints1IU.ng and adv imcms. a 
JlOsitive-and professional presen<:e at Rutgors. ADd tbey hav .. mz.;le sur .. that the future brothers are equzlly 
as effe.ctive as they hav e bee.n. Even though there are numerous e,ngineering societies 'ttt Rut.gers tbf Tneta 
Tau colony ot R.:.rlgers C nive.rsity hav e _proven to b e a true asse.t of the Rutgers engineering communlty . 

Ha,1ng worked wi th mzny of the members as ihey Yaluote-rr for !be. progr= that a:ri!' hosted in our Office 
of.S tucient Development, I am can sincere;ly say thai their actions haw inde.ed shed a p a>ibve ligjlt on tb .. 
Theta T au nafional: organizab on. A• ihey cont'mue lo p lan for futcre ey e,nt I am mzrked by assu.T<D<P.. tMI 
fhey ·will continue· to lead our community o-£ young .engjneers .. 

It. is. truly a pleasure. to w ork vrifu and ad'\"J.S-e this· engaging group of young students that ~ontinue to sho,y 
strong oonds and outstanding work ethics.. On behalf ot: tbe Rulgers University School of Engineering, J 
extend tit\'. re~oxm:nendation for the Theta I au colony at Ru tgers· Unl""'U'Sity to "became. a tb.e:ta.l;au ch.3.p.te:r. 

Please feel free to cpntact me "\\ith any questions ·you may have. 

~---\ 

' Jean Patrick Antoine 
Prng=n Coo;dinatar, New Ie; sey Gov ernor's. School ot Engineering and I echnology 
Program Coordinator, lunior.Science :md HWifallities Symposium 
F'rngrai!! Deyelopmrnt Specialist, Rutgers S chool of Engineerinl! 



        T H E T A   T A U  
 

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY 
 
 
 
 
 September 14, 2012 
 
 
Brothers, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Rutgers University colony's petition to become a chapter of our fraternity.   
 
The colony has shown the ability to thrive even while dealing with the tough academic stresses at Rutgers.  They 
have good leaders who are eager to learn, able to motivate, and strong enough to lead its members. As brothers they 
are a vibrant group whose members showed a strong fraternal bond with each other and have a great dynamic with 
their pledges.  
 
The Rutgers colony has worked to find ways to contribute to both the college and community. They have participated 
in campus wide service events and held several professional events as a colony. Furthermore, they are actively 
working on more such events that will both increase their visibility on campus and give back to the college. 
 
They have also shown the ability to recruit well and handle growth and incorporation of new actives. These skills 
combined with their strong brotherhood will serve them well as they move forward. They should have no problem in 
making the transition from colony to chapter and I personally feel that they would make an excellent addition to our 
Fraternity. 
 
I highly recommend approval of this petition, and look forward to the installation of a chapter at the Rutgers 
University. 
  
 
In H & T, 

 
Roy Daniels 
Colony Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Engineering Leaders for Service, Profession, and Brotherhood. 

 




