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Vanderbilt University Colony of Theta Tau 

c/o Cory Plastek 

2301 Vanderbilt Pl 

Nashville, TN 37235 

2/25/2011 

 

Mr. Michael T. Abraham, Executive Director 

Theta Tau Professional Engineering Fraternity 

1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 

Austin, TX 78701 

 

Dear Mr. Michael Abraham: 

Greetings from the Vanderbilt University Colony of Theta Tau. The members of the Vanderbilt 

University Colony of Theta Tau have worked hard over the past months in preparing this petition 

for Theta Tau Chapter status. 

On December 12th, 2009, the Vanderbilt University Colony of Theta Tau was certified as a 

Colony in Nashville, Tennessee. Since then, we have been engaged in many social, professional, 

and community service events in order to build a sustainable tradition of brotherhood at 

Vanderbilt. Our members have bonded together as a Colony in this past year and a half, and we 

feel that this is evident in our petition. 

We have striven to start an organization at Vanderbilt that fulfills a unique purpose: to unite all 

engineers at Vanderbilt regardless of major or class. This is the purpose of Theta Tau: to develop 

and maintain a high standard of professional interest among its members, and to unite them in a 

strong bond of fraternal fellowship. While the road has not been easy, we as a Colony have 

learned many important lessons, and feel successful in our accomplishments to date. 

I now present you with the Vanderbilt University Colony of Theta Tau petition for Theta Tau 

Chapter status. I hope that you will approve of our efforts involved in getting to this point and 

our continued enthusiasm for Theta Tau. 

Sincerely, 

 

Cory Plastek, Regent 

Vanderbilt University Colony of Theta Tau 
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Member Signatures 

We, the members of the Vanderbilt University Colony of Theta Tau, are all currently 

enrolled in the Vanderbilt University School of Engineering and are in good standing. We have 

no affiliation with any organization competitive with Theta Tau. We have met all of the 

membership requirements, and the Vanderbilt Colony has met all of the requirements necessary 

to become a chapter.  

We, the undersigned, do hereby petition the Theta Tau Professional Engineering 

Fraternity for chapter status. 
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Officers & Chairs 

Officers 

Cory Plastek, Regent 

Jonathan Newkirk, Vice Regent 

Tyler Steier, Treasurer 

Clay Christian, Secretary 

Chairs 

Irene Hukkelhoven, Recruitment Chair 

Mariele McDonald, Social Chair 

Erik Werner, Service Chair 

Krzysztof Zienkiewicz, Pledge Instructor 

Tyler Whittle, Risk Management Chair 

Adam Vandergriff, Petition Chair 

Jacob Logan, Website Chair 
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The Gamma Pledge Class 

 

(Back row, from right to left: Jarrid Ristau, Dan Ratigan, Doug Hall, Will Redd, Sara Morimoto, 

Travis Meyer, and Hassan Alsada. Front row, from right to left: Zach Fleetwood, Devon 

Bracher, Kelsey Richards, Cheryl Lau, and Christina Stanfield) 

 Hassan Alsada, Junior, Electrical Engineering 

 Devon Bracher, Junior, Civil Engineering 

 Zachary Fleetwood, Junior, Electrical Engineering 

 Douglas Hall, Freshman, Biomedical Engineering 

 Cheryl Lau, Junior, Biomedical Engineering 

 Travis Meyer, Junior, Biomedical Engineering 

 Sara Morimoto, Junior, Computer Engineering 

 Dan Ratigan, Freshman, Biomedical Engineering 

 William Redd, Sophomore, Mechanical Engineering 

 Kelsey Richards, Freshman, Biomedical Engineering 

 Jarrid Ristau, Freshman, Chemical Engineering 

 Christina Stanfield, Junior, Biomedical Engineering  
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Alumni 

3. Adam Albright 

5. Elise Adcock-Hinojosa 

6. Brennan Carmody 

9. Robert McColl 

10. Thomas Pearson 

12. Richard Teruya 

28. Adrian Rossi-Mastracci 

  



Vanderbilt University Colony of Theta Tau 

Petition for Chapter Status Page 15 
 

History of Vanderbilt University 

Nashville, TN 

Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt was in his 79th year when he decided to make the gift that 

founded Vanderbilt University in the spring of 1873. The $1 million that he gave to endow and 

build the university was the commodore's only major philanthropy. Methodist Bishop Holland N. 

McTyeire of Nashville, a cousin of the commodore's young second wife, went to New York for 

medical treatment early in 1873 and spent time recovering in the Vanderbilt mansion. He won 

the commodore's admiration and support for the project of building a university in the South that 

would "contribute to strengthening the ties which should exist between all sections of our 

common country." 

McTyeire chose the site for the campus, supervised the construction of buildings and personally 

planted many of the trees that today make Vanderbilt a national arboretum. At the outset, the 

university consisted of one Main Building (now Kirkland Hall), an astronomical observatory and 

houses for professors. Landon C. Garland was Vanderbilt's first chancellor, serving from 1875 to 

1893. He advised McTyeire in selecting the faculty, arranged the curriculum and set the policies 

of the university. 

For the first 40 years of its existence, Vanderbilt was under the auspices of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South. The Vanderbilt Board of Trust severed its ties with the church in June 

1914 as a result of a dispute with the bishops over who would appoint university trustees. 

From the outset, Vanderbilt met two 

definitions of a university: It offered 

work in the liberal arts and sciences 

beyond the baccalaureate degree and it 

embraced several professional schools 

in addition to its college. James H. 

Kirkland, the longest serving 

chancellor in university history (1893-

1937), followed Chancellor Garland. 

He guided Vanderbilt to rebuild after a 

fire in 1905 that consumed the main 

building, which was renamed in 

Kirkland's honor, and all its contents. 

He also navigated the university 

through the separation from the 

Methodist Church. Notable advances in graduate studies were made under the third chancellor, 

Oliver Cromwell Carmichael (1937-46). He also created the Joint University Library, brought 

about by a coalition of Vanderbilt, Peabody College and Scarritt College. 
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Remarkable continuity has characterized the government of Vanderbilt. The original charter, 

issued in 1872, was amended in 1873 to make the legal name of the corporation "The Vanderbilt 

University." The charter has not been altered since. 

The university is self-governing under a Board of Trust that, since the beginning, has elected its 

own members and officers. The university's general government is vested in the Board of Trust. 

The immediate government of the university is committed to the chancellor, who is elected by 

the Board of Trust. 

The original Vanderbilt campus consisted of 75 acres. By 1960, the campus had spread to about 

260 acres of land. When George Peabody College for Teachers merged with Vanderbilt in 1979, 

about 53 acres were added. 

Vanderbilt's student enrollment 

tended to double itself each 25 

years during the first century of 

the university's history: 307 in 

the fall of 1875; 754 in 1900; 

1,377 in 1925; 3,529 in 1950; 

7,034 in 1975. In the fall of 1999 

the enrollment was 10,127. 

In the planning of Vanderbilt, 

the assumption seemed to be that 

it would be an all-male 

institution. Yet the board never 

enacted rules prohibiting 

women. At least one woman 

attended Vanderbilt classes every year from 1875 on. Most came to classes by courtesy of 

professors or as special or irregular (non-degree) students. From 1892 to 1901 women at 

Vanderbilt gained full legal equality except in one respect -- access to dorms. In 1894 the faculty 

and board allowed women to compete for academic prizes. By 1897, four or five women entered 

with each freshman class. By 1913 the student body contained 78 women, or just more than 20 

percent of the academic enrollment. 

National recognition of the university's status came in 1949 with election of Vanderbilt to 

membership in the select Association of American Universities. In the 1950s Vanderbilt began to 

outgrow its provincial roots and to measure its achievements by national standards under the 

leadership of Chancellor Harvie Branscomb. By its 90th anniversary in 1963, Vanderbilt for the 

first time ranked in the top 20 private universities in the United States. 

Vanderbilt continued to excel in research, and the number of university buildings more than 

doubled under the leadership of Chancellors Alexander Heard (1963-1982) and Joe B. Wyatt 
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(1982-2000), only the fifth and sixth chancellors in Vanderbilt's long and distinguished history. 

Heard added three schools (Blair, the Owen Graduate School of Management and Peabody 

College) to the seven already existing and constructed three dozen buildings. During Wyatt's 

tenure, Vanderbilt acquired or built one-third of the campus buildings and made great strides in 

diversity, volunteerism and technology. 

The university grew and changed significantly under the leadership of its seventh chancellor, 

Gordon Gee, who served from 2000 to 2007. Vanderbilt led the country in the rate of growth for 

academic research funding, which increased to more than $450 million. Applications for 

admission rose from 8,000 in 2000 to more than 13,000 in 2007, and the university became one 

of the most selective institutions in the country. Gee flaunted conventional wisdom in 2003 with 

a radical restructuring of the athletics program, which resulted in improved student athlete 

academic achievement and a jump in the university's athletic performance, with seven teams 

being ranked in the top 25 nationally in 2006-2007. During this time the university saw a 50 

percent increase in the number of minority students, completed or began construction of more 

than $700 million in new facilities, including one of the nation's best children's hospitals, and 

became the most-preferred provider of health care services in middle Tennessee. 

On March 1, 2008, Nicholas Zeppos was named Vanderbilt's eighth chancellor. 

Today, Vanderbilt University is a private research university of about 6,500 undergraduates and 

5,300 graduate and professional students. The university comprises 10 schools, a distinguished 

medical center, a public policy center and The Freedom Forum First Amendment Center. 

Vanderbilt offers undergraduate programs in the liberal arts and sciences, engineering, music, 

education and human development as well as a full range of graduate and professional degrees. 

The university is consistently ranked as one of the nation's top 20 universities by publications 

such as U.S. News & World Report, with several programs and disciplines ranking in the top 10. 

The combination of cutting-edge research, liberal arts and a distinguished medical center creates 

an invigorating atmosphere where students tailor their education to meet their goals and 

researchers collaborate to solve complex questions affecting our health, culture and society. 

An independent, privately supported university employing more than 3,100 full-time faculty and 

a staff of more than 23,000, Vanderbilt is the largest private employer in Middle Tennessee and 

the second largest private employer in the state.  
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School of Engineering at Vanderbilt University 

Majors 

The mission of the Vanderbilt University School of Engineering is to provide a high quality 

engineering education in selected areas of engineering, balanced with broad learning 

opportunities from other fields, and integrated to provide intellectual richness and flexibility. The 

School provides national and international leadership in research and scholarship and builds 

mutually beneficial partnerships with internal collaborators, external collaborators and 

customers, alumni, and the professional community.  The School of Engineering offers the 

Bachelor of Engineering degrees in: 

 Biomedical Engineering  

 Chemical Engineering  

 Civil Engineering  

 Computer Engineering  

 Electrical Engineering  

 Mechanical Engineering  

The School also offers the Bachelor of Science degrees in: 

 Computer Science  

 Engineering Science  

Through graduate programs, the School also confers degrees in: 

 Master of Engineering  

 Master of Science  

 Doctor of Philosophy 

Research 

While offering undergraduates a strong and broad foundation in the principles, tools and 

techniques of engineering, the School has established international reputations in selected areas 

of engineering that are focused but also draw from the wealth of scientific and medical expertise 

throughout Vanderbilt. 

Vanderbilt is no newcomer to multidisciplinary research, and the School of Engineering has 

always taken the position that engineering by nature is a multi-disciplinary enterprise. Solving 

challenging problems requires incorporating knowledge from across the academic spectrum. The 

School of Engineering is a key player in multidisciplinary and multi-institutional research on 

campus and throughout the world. 

The School plays a pivotal role in such campus-wide multidisciplinary initiatives as: 
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 Institute for Biophysical Sciences and Bioengineering,  

 Institute for Environmental Risk and Resources Management,  

 Interdisciplinary Initiative in Nanometer-Scale Materials, Devices and Systems;  

 Multidisciplinary Training in Reliability and Risk Engineering and Management.  

The School's involvement in these multidisciplinary institutes will add to our portfolio of 

collaboration and partnership that includes the NSF-sponsored Engineering Research Center for 

Bioengineering Educational Technologies, Department of Defense Multidisciplinary University 

Research Initiative, the Center for Transportation Operations and Research, and others. 

Great researchers, great teachers 

The faculty's research productivity has increased dramatically in the past ten years. World-class 

research activity includes work in: 

 Nanoscale science and engineering,  

 Model-integrated computing, 

 Hybrid and embedded computer systems  

 Radiation effects in electronics,  

 Reliability and risk assessment,  

 Biomedical optics and imaging,  

 Laser diagnostics for combustion,  

 Adsorption processes,  

 Environmental engineering.  

The School of Engineering is housed in laboratories too numerous to list and in four main 

buildings on the 330-acre campus. 

 Featheringill Hall is the School's new building, featuring the three-story Adams Atrium 

designed to be a focal point for student interaction and social events. Featheringill Hall 

also contains more than 50 teaching and research laboratories. Laboratories and 

classrooms are equipped for wired and wireless computer connections. The building also 

houses offices and design studios. 

 The Stevenson Center includes the Dean's office and numerous classrooms, lecture halls, 

and laboratories. Biomedical Engineering laboratories are housed in this building, 

although biomedical research is also done in laboratories in the Vanderbilt Medical 

complex. Computer Science also maintains some offices and classrooms in the Stevenson 

Center.  

 Jacobs Hall contains laboratories, offices and classrooms for Civil and Environmental 

Engineering and Electrical Engineering and Computer Science. This building underwent 

a $28 million renovation, completed in July 2002 which incorporated classrooms, 

research and social facilities that are modern in functionality and aesthetics. 

 Olin Hall is a 9-story building of classrooms, laboratories and offices for Chemical 

Engineering and Mechanical Engineering.  
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Fast Facts about the Vanderbilt School of Engineering 

 First private engineering school established in the south, in 1879.  

 Accredited by Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology  

 Student/faculty ratio: 15-1  

 Teaching Faculty Total: 118 

 Non-Teaching Research Staff: 42 

 Undergraduate student population: 1,568 (Fall 2009) 

       30% women 

       7% African American 

       8% Asian American 

       4% Hispanic American  

       9% International 

 Median SAT: 1450 (Fall 2009 freshman) 

 61% of engineering students receive some form of financial aid 

 Degrees awarded (2008-2009) 

       219 B.E. 

       61 B.S.  

 Graduate student/faculty ratio: 5-1  

 Graduate Student population: 388 (spring 2007)  

 Graduate Degrees awarded (2008-2009) 

       55 M.S. 

       18 M.E. 

       56 Ph.D.  

 Of the graduates who sought employment, 95 percent had jobs within six months of 

graduation.  

 After graduation, 20 percent of graduates go to on to graduate school and 15 percent go 

to professional schools.  

(Information from previous section is taken from Vanderbilt University Websites) 
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Vanderbilt Theta Tau 

In September of 2008, after visiting the Rho Gamma Chapter of Theta Tau at the University of 

Central Florida, Cory Plastek had the idea to bring Theta Tau to Vanderbilt. At Vanderbilt, there 

are many engineering student organizations that support a very limited portion of Vanderbilt’s 

engineering population, but no group dedicated to the whole of Vanderbilt’s engineering 

students. Additionally, networking within the engineering community is extremely limited to 

other engineers in a certain major or class. For these reasons, Theta Tau through its goal of 

uniting members in service, profession, and brotherhood was an excellent fit for Vanderbilt 

University. 

Later in September, Cory started communications with Mike Abraham, of the Theta Tau Central 

Office. During the next several months interest for Theta Tau was gauged and found to be higher 

than anticipated. Also during this time, support was generated among professors, University 

staff, and other student groups. With the encouragement from Mike Abraham, other students 

were sought out who also shared enthusiasm for a Theta Tau group at Vanderbilt. 

In January of 2009, Cory Plastek formally approached several friends with the idea of forming a 

professional engineering fraternity at Vanderbilt University, with the intent of associating with 

the national Theta Tau organization. To encourage a more diverse group of members, an initial 

interest meeting was held on February 26
th

, 2009, to which 13 individuals attended. These 13 

individuals soon after formed the Vanderbilt Theta Tau student organization and elected 

Officers. In that same month, the organization was officially recognized by Vanderbilt 

University as a student organization. This recognition was supported by two grants from the 

Office of Student Organizations for forming a new organization and for events planned to occur 

in the 2009-2010 school year.  

In November 2009, the petition for colony was submitted to the national office. On December 

12, 2009 the Vanderbilt Colony of Theta Tau was certified as a colony. In the spring of 2010, the 

colony held its first recruitment session. After several weeks of recruitment activities, a group of 

17 students pledged the fraternity. Throughout this semester, the colony focused on social events 

and developing the pledges and integrating them into the fraternity. Nine of the founding 

members graduated in May of 2009, so new member development was central to the future of 

the fraternity. A retreat was held in April 2009 in Gatlinburg, TN as a capstone to the pledging 

period. The Alpha Class was initiated on April 27, 2010. 

In June 2010, three members from the colony also travelled to Denver, CO for the Theta Tau 

National Convention. 

In the fall of 2010 with many new enthusiastic members, the colony diversified the activities to 

include more professional, service, and social events. These events and the planning involved 

helped the colony learn the planning and execution of many events in short periods of time. At 

the same time we successfully recruited 7 new members of the Beta Class who pledged the fall 
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semester and were initiated on February 7, 2011. Over fall break, several members and pledges 

made the drive to Knoxville to visit with the Chi Gamma Chapter at UTK. 

So far in the spring of 2011, the colony has established a recurring service activity with Tools for 

Schools every other Friday, participated in other service events, as well as professional events. 

Two members attended the Southeast Regional Conference hosted by the Upsilon Gamma 

Chapter of USF in Tampa, FL. Spring recruitment yielded 13 pledges who will be pledging most 

of the remainder of the semester. We have many events planned for this spring that will benefit 

the community, the School of Engineering, and our members. Our organization has become 

stronger through our growth, and the future looks bright as we submit this petition for chapter 

status. 
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Faculty Advisor 

 

Larry Dowdy obtained his B.S. degree in Mathematics from Florida State University in 

1974.  He then went to Duke University where he obtained both an M.A. degree and a Ph.D. in 

Computer Science in 1976 and 1977, respectively.  

From 1978-81, Dr. Dowdy was an Assistant Professor of Computer Science at the University of 

Maryland at College Park.  Since 1981, he has been a faculty member at Vanderbilt University in 

the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science.  From 1995-98, he served as 

the Chair of the Computer Science Department. Then, from 1998 – 2001 Professor Dowdy 

served as Vanderbilt's Dean of Students.  

Professor Dowdy is a member of the IFIP Working Group 7.3, an international group of 

researchers in the area of performance measurement and modeling of computer systems.  Within 

the past, Dr. Dowdy has served as the Chair of SIGMETRICS and has served as the senior editor 

of the "Performance Supplement" project, a joint project sponsored by ACM SIGMETRICS and 

the Computer Measurement Group (CMG).  He has co-authored three books: P.S. to Operating 

Systems, Capacity Planning and Performance Modeling, and Performance by Design published 

by Prentice Hall; and has received research, teaching, and administrative awards. 

He is also involved in many service organizations such as the One Laptop Per Child initiative 

and Engineers Without Borders. He has been a faculty site leader for Alternative Spring Break 

19 years in a row, has participated in the VUcept program since its creation in 2006, and has 

acted as an adviser to countless student organizations on campus. 
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Housing 

One problem faced by the Colony is finding a permanent headquarters. Vanderbilt is a residential 

campus which means that not only do the vast majority of students live on campus, but the many 

organizations on campus have already established and are using the limited space available. 

Greek Life owns almost all Greek houses on campus, and there is a long list of IFC fraternities 

waiting to claim any vacancies in the houses. Since we are a co-ed organization we do not fall 

under the jurisdiction of Greek Life but instead Student Organizations. This means we will be 

ineligible for a Greek House on campus. Our only option left is to look for housing off campus. 

Despite our lack of housing we still use meeting spaces on campus for our meetings, but they are 

shared with other organizations. In the future, we hope to obtain housing near campus or on 

campus if the opportunity arises. 
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Social Activities 

We have held a wide variety of social events to bring the brothers together in a more relaxed 

situation outside of class, professional development, and service. From time to time, we will 

gather together for a colony dinner. These have taken place at brother’s apartments, meeting 

spaces on campus, and at the dining hall. Towards the end of each pledging period, we have 

travelled to the Smoky Mountains near Gatlinburg, Tennessee where we rented a cabin and spent 

the weekend together as a colony. We have many smaller impromptu gatherings which occur 

spontaneously. In the coming months we hope to hold many more social activities such as 

playing laser tag, going to a ropes course, going hiking, and parties.   

Social Events 

 Spring Retreat (April 2010) 

o The members and pledges traveled to Gatlinburg, TN to spend the weekend in a 

cabin. Activities included team building, pledge activities, mini-golf, and 

socialization. 

 Pontoon Boat Trip (October 2010) 

o The members and pledges rented two pontoon boats and spent the day on a nearby 

lake swimming and having fun on the boats.  

 Fraternity Dinner (October 2010) 

o The members and pledges met to eat dinner together at the Commons Dining 

Center on campus. Everyone came together to socialize and get to know the 

pledges better. 

 Intramural Sports (Fall 2010) 

o The colony fielded teams in both volleyball and indoor soccer to compete with 

other groups from the university. 

 Theta Tau Holiday Party (December 2010) 

o Everyone came to some of the members’ suite wearing the tackiest of sweaters 

while blowing off some steam before hitting the books for finals. 

 Fall Retreat (January 2010) 

o Despite schedule issues, the fall retreat happened in January and again we 

travelled to the Smoky Mountains for fun as well as a visit from several brothers 

from the Chi Gamma Chapter.  







Vanderbilt University Colony of Theta Tau 

Petition for Chapter Status Page 30 
 

Recruitment and Pledging 

Despite our short history we have already established traditions in the manner of which new 

members are recruited into the colony. Our recruitment period usually last about two and a half 

weeks. The info sessions are announced through an email to the entire School of Engineering. 

The following week we begin open rush during which anyone can attend our events. Following 

open rush, we vote to reduce the number of rushes if necessary. The closed rush events are by 

invitation only so that we can get to know the rushes better with less people. It also serves as a 

demonstration of the colony’s interest in these rushes. So far recruitment has been a success. The 

Alpha Class consisted of 17 members, the Beta Class consisted of 7 members, and the Gamma 

Class consists of 11 pledges. 

Recruitment Schedule 2011 

 Information Sessions (2/2/11 and 2/3/11) 

 Open Rush Begins (2/7/1) 

 Super Bowl Party (2/7/11) 

 Game Night (2/8/2011) 

 Dinner at Fridays (2/9/11) 

 Sunday Brunch (2/13/11) 

 Closed Rush Begins (2/14/11) 

 Bowling (2/17/11) 

 Cookout (2/18/11).  

Following recruitment, the members vote to decide which rushes will receive bids. The rushes 

accept their bids by attending our next weekly meeting during which they receive their pledge 

pins and pledge manuals to start pledging. The pledge period lasts between 6-8 weeks during 

which the pledges participate in study hours, weekly pledge meetings, a project, and other 

activities. Pledges are welcome to attend all activities of the colony except during certain 

meetings concerning pledging or other private matters. This allows members and pledges to learn 

about each other and to avoid any sense of exclusivity. Towards the end of pledging, a retreat is 

held at a cabin during which the last few pledge activities occur. Usually the week after the 

retreat the pledges will be initiated into the colony.  
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Letters of Recommendation



T H E T A   T A U CENTRAL OFFICE 
 
              PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY 1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 
 Austin, TX  78701 

 512/472-1904  Fax: 512/472-4820 

 Internet: Central.office@ThetaTau.org 

  Web: www.ThetaTau.org 

  

Engineering Leaders for Service, Profession, and Brotherhood 

March 28, 2011 

 Executive Council 

Theta Tau Central Office 

1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 

Austin, TX  78701 

 

Dear Brothers: 

 

I am pleased to write in support of the petition for chapter status from the colony at the 

Vanderbilt University.  

 

In very early 2009, I met with about a dozen Vanderbilt engineering students interested in Theta 

Tau.  The students knew each other well and wanted to bring a professional fraternity to 

Vanderbilt University to unite engineering students at the school.  They chose our engineering 

fraternity as the best way to achieve that admirable goal.  

 

Coincidentally, the Executive Council was meeting that month in Nashville so the students met 

me in the formal organizational meeting, and then later with some national officers at a 

Vanderbilt basketball game.  The game tickets were courtesy of Jason Silvers, Zeta Gamma ’04, 

who worked for Vanderbilt University and also had assisted the new group.   

 

Since then, they have worked diligently and consistently to achieve the goal of becoming a 

chapter.  I am impressed with success that they have had in recruitment each semester, in events 

and activities that they have planned and held, and in the support that they have received from 

their university.  These achievements are evidenced by the content of this petition. I believe that 

they have demonstrated that they are ready for the step to chapter status and will continue to be a 

strong and positive example for Theta Tau on the campus of the Vanderbilt University. 

 

I believe this group has the potential to be a valuable asset to Theta Tau, and I recommend your 

approval of their petition for chapter status. 

 

 In H and T, 

 

 

 Michael T. Abraham 

 Executive Director 

 







 
 

THETA TAU  

Chi Gamma Chapter 1301 Bridge Ave. 

Vanderbilt Colony Petition Recommendation Knoxville, TN 37916 

March 13, 2011  

 

 

 Executive Council 

Theta Tau Central Officer 

1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 

Austin, TX 78701 

 

Brothers, 

I am pleased to express our chapter’s support of the Vanderbilt University colony of 

Theta Tau for chapter status. Our proximity has given us the opportunity to interact with them on 

numerous occasions. It is apparent that they possess the qualities necessary for chapterhood from 

the level of commitment they hold to one another as well as towards brothers from other 

chapters. 

 They have impressed us with their highly motivated members as well as their growth. 

They had many of their founding members graduate but were still able to pass on the goal to the 

following classes. In addition, they have tried to incorporate us in their brotherhood events time 

after time as well as come to our many of our own events. We have watched them grow from just 

an idea to a fully integrated fraternal organization and this is the type of dedication we need in a 

chapter of Theta Tau. We see great things to come from them. 

Once again I would like to recommend this petition be accepted and I look forward to 

welcoming them as brothers at their installation. 

 

In H&T,  

 

 
 

Ben Ealey 

 19 X! 

 



  
  

  
    

     
    

   

     

  

             
                

               
               

                
                 

               
     

           
                 

              
               

        
            

              
          

                
               

               
             

            
             

               
              

            
  

               
               

           
            

             
              

                
               

              
  

 

 
  

    
  

  

    
   

   

  
  
  


