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A s old as OOB nation  itself , th e  G reek-Ietter system  con tinues to  serve  th e  s tu d e n t a n d  his a lm a m a ter. B airds 
M anual o f A m erican  C ollege  F ratern ities  c lassifies th e  various types o f  these  organizations as show n below , w ith  a 
long-estab lished  exam ple  o f each:

A genera l charac teris tic  o f these  o rganizations is th a t m em bersh ip  is by  inv itation  only, a n d  is for life. FR A T E R 
N IT IE S  trad itiona lly  e lec t to  m em bersh ip  by  unan im ous secre t vo te  o f th e ir  s tu d e n t m em bers, exercis ing care  to  
se lec t m en  of h igh  pe rsona l q u a lity  w ho a re  capab le  s tuden ts , b u t  n o t req u irin g  th e  h igh  scholastic  average  necessary 
fo r h ono r society  m em bersh ip . W ith in  his p rofessional field , a  m an m ay belong  to  on ly  one  professional fra te rn ity , bu t 
h e  m ay  also be long  to  a genera l f ra te rn ity  a n d  to  h ono r societies.
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"Th e  purpose of  T h eta  T a u  sha ll b e  to  develop  a n d  m ain ta in  a h igh  s ta n d ard  of p rofessional in te rest am ong its 
m em bers, a n d  to  un ite  th em  in a  strong  b ond  of fra te rna l fellow ship.”

W ith in  each  c losely k n it c hap te r, th e  F ra te rn ity  stim ula tes p rofessional activ ity  and  social com patib ility ; and  provides 
th e  fram ew ork  for g roup  p a rtic ipa tion  ( in  cam pus, com m unity, eng ineering , a n d  fra te rn ity  a ffa irs ) , recreation , and 
lasting  f riendsh ip  —  a life tim e of b ro therhood  in  an  eng ineering  a tm osphere .

T h e ta  T au  d raw s its in itia tes  from  am ong m en studying  o r  p rac tic ing  one  of th e  b ranches o f eng ineering  recognized
b y  th e  E ng ineers’ C ouncil fo r P rofessional D evelopm ent.

T h e  F ra te rn ity  takes p r id e  in  th e  fac t th a t m any of its s tu d e n t in itiates have  now  prom inen tly  d istingu ished  them selves
in  th e ir  p rofession, in  fields as old  as civil eng inee ring  a n d  as new  as space  exploration.

A dditiona l s tu d e n t ch ap te rs  a re  be ing  estab lished  in  fine  e ng inee ring  schools, a n d  a lum ni organizations in m ajor centers 
o f eng inee ring  activ ity . T h e  la tte r  p rov ide  local oppo rtu n ity  fo r reg u la r f ra te rn ity  p a rtic ipa tion  b y  a ll a lum ni inc lud ing  
those  fa r  from  th e ir  ow n chapters .



T heta  T au  w as a found ing  m em ber of th e  Professional In te rfra te rn ity  C on fe rence  in 
1928. T oday , th ro u g h  its 29 m em ber f ra te rn ities  in eleven  p rofessional fields, th is  C o n 
ference  rep resen ts  over 700,000 professional m en.

T h e  P IC  has p rese n te d  this de fin ition : “T h e  professional fra te rn ity  confines its m em 
bersh ip  to  qua lif ied  stu d en ts  (p lu s  facu lty , g rad u a te , a n d  hono rary  m em bers) in  an 
organ ized  cu rricu lum  le ad in g  to  a  p rofessional d e g re e  in  th a t field , has a m inim um  
scholastic  req u ire m en t fo r m em bersh ip , elec ts its m em bers a fte r  a carefu l investiga tion  
a n d  generally  by  secre t ba llo t. I t  in itiates its s tu d e n t m em bers early  in th e ir  profes
sional co llege  life, en ab lin g  them  to  p a rtic ip a te  ac tive ly  a n d  beneficially  in  th e  profes
sional aim s of th e  fra te rn ity , ho ld s f re q u en t m eetings, conducts  p rofessional a n d  social 
activities, a n d  fre q u en tly  m a in ta ins a  c h ap te r  h ouse  o r  q ua rte rs . Professional fra te r
nities also sponsor p rog ram s of specia l va lu e  to  a lum ni m em bers.”



As a  p r o fe s s io n a l  f r a t e r n i t y , T h e ta  T a u  offers its m em bers a  w ell-ba lanced  program . E ach  chap ter's professional 
d evelopm en t p rog ram  inc ludes regu la rly  scheduled  p resen ta tions on sub jects o f in te rest to  engineering  studen ts. Social 
activ ities inc lude  bo th  s tag  affairs a n d  p a rties  w ith  da tes  a n d  wives. E ach  m em ber is encou raged  to  p a rtic ip a te  fully 
in  th e  technical society  in  h is  field , a n d  as fully  as his abilities a n d  academ ic  load  w ill p e rm it in  in tram ura l sports and  
o the r w orthw hile  cam pus activities. A nnual service p ro jec ts a re  u ndertaken  by  m ost chapte rs . Since a ll m em bers have 
a  com m on in te rest in  engineering , th e y  can  he lp  a n d  encourage  one  a no ther on academ ic  problem s. B ecause of th e  F ra 
te rn ity ’s professional o rien tation , g rad u a te  a n d  m arried  stu d en ts  as w ell a s  u n d e rg rad u a te  single m en find  stu d e n t 
m em bersh ip  valuable.

E ach  c h ap te r  is expected  to  m a in ta in  a  pe rm a n en t headquarte rs . A m inim um  a d eq u a te  head q u a rte rs  is a  ch ap te r room 
fo r th e  v irtua lly  exclusive use of its m em bers for m eetings, fo r relax ing  a n d  studying  toge ther, etc. An increasing 
n u m b e r o f chap te rs  a re  occupying  houses o ffering  lodging  a n d  ea ting  fac ilities fo r th e ir  m em bers.



T h eta  T au  believes th a t  quality , no t q u a n tity , is th e  ha llm ark  of a  fine  f ra te rn ity ; a n d  th a t its rea l stre n g th  lies in 
th e  close f ra te rn a l bon d  w h ich  un ite s  its m em bers. In  th e  U n ite d  S tates, i t  is F ra te rn ity  po licy  th a t  a  school h av e  a t 
least one  cu rricu lum  ( a n d  p referab ly  severa l)  acc re d ite d  by  th e  E ngineers’ C ouncil fo r Professional D eve lopm ent 
(E C P D )  be fo re  it  w ill b e  considered  ac tive ly  as a  po te n tia l c h a p te r  site. N o  c h ap te r  m ay  h av e  m ore  th a n  fifty  
s tu d e n t m em bers a t one  tim e.

E ven  w ith  its polic ies o f carefu l extension and  lim ited  c h ap te r  size, T h e ta  T a u  is th e  la rg est (a s  w ell as th e  o ldest)
p rofessional fra te rn ity  in  th e  general fie ld  o f  eng ineering .

T h ro u g h  its B iennia l C onventions a n d  Regional C on ferences, T h e ta  T au  p rov ides an  o p p o rtu n ity  for rep resen ta tive  
m em bers o f  eac h  c h ap te r  to  m e et a nnually . T h rough  th e  m agazine, T h e  G ear o f T h e ta  T a u , p ro v id ed  to  each  m em ber 
fo r life , con tac t is m a in ta ined  w ith  a lum ni everyw here. T h ro u g h  p e riod ic  v isits m a d e  by  th e  na tional o fficers, th e
F ra te rn ity  is a ssu red  th a t  each  c h ap te r’s ope ra tion  con tinues to  b e  a  c re d it to  its school a n d  to  T h e ta  T au .



T h e t a  T a u  is  p le a se d  to  b e  associated , th ro u g h  its  29 s tu d e n t chapte rs , w ith  th e  follow ing schools:

U niversity  o f  A labam a . . . U niversity  o f A rizona . . . U niversity  o f A rkansas . . . U niversity  o f C alifornia

(B erk e ley ) . . . C ase  In s titu te  of T echnology  . . . C olorado  School of M ines . . . C o lum bia  U niversity  . . .

U niversity  o f  D e tro it . . . T h e  G eorge  W ash ing ton  U niversity  . . . U niversity  o f H ouston  . . . S tate  U niversity  

o f Iow a . . . U niversity  of K ansas . . . U niversity  o f  L ouisville . . . M ichigan T echnological U niversity  . . . 

U niversity  o f  M innesota . . . M ississippi S tate  U niversity  . . . U niversity  o f  M issouri a t Rolla . . . M ontana  

School o f M ines . . . N o rth  C aro lina  S tate  . . . O hio  S tate  U niversity  . . . P u rd u e  U niversity  . . . South 

D ako ta  School o f M ines . . . Syracuse  U niversity  . . . U niversity  o f U tah  . . . U tah  S tate  U niversity  . . .

U niversity  o f  V irg in ia  . . . U niversity  o f W ash ing ton  . . . W ayne  S tate  U niversity  . . . U niversity  o f W isconsin.



T h e  jew eled  b a d g e  o f  T h e ta  T au , 

w orn  b y  each  in itia te  o f  th e  F ra tern it) ', 

d eno tes  s tu d e n t eng inee rs th ro u g h o u t A m erica 

a n d  professional eng inee rs th ro u g h o u t th e  w orld  

w ho a re  am ong  th e  m ore  th a n  17,400 m em bers  of th e  F ra tern ity .

T h e ta  T a u  C e n tra l O ffice. 13 S ona L ane. S t. Louis, M issouri 63141


