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Theta Tau On Your Campus

Th e  im portance  o f  th e  eng inee ring  profession  rises each  year. 
C onsequently , th e  com plete  educa tion  of th e  eng ineering  s tu 

d e n t assum es increasing  significance. E xperiences w h ile  in college 
m ay b e  o f  g rea t in fluence  on th e  fu tu re  professional caree r of 
th e  eng inee ring  studen t. F ra te rn ity  m em bersh ip  is am ong these  
va luab le  co llege experiences.

T h is  bookle t has be en  p rep a re d  to  in troduce  you to  T heta  T a u 1 
a  na tional professional eng inee ring  fra te rn ity . W e  hope to  set 
dow n, logically, th e  fac ts  w hich  lead  T h e ta  T au s to  believe  th a t 
th e ir  F ra te rn ity  w ou ld  b e  an a sset on any  co llege cam pus w hich  
has a s izab le  acc red ited  eng inee ring  school. T h is  bookle t should 
h e lp  you to  u n d e rstan d  w h a t T h e ta  T a u  is a n d  w hy  it  is a  strong  
organization .

T h e ta  T au  F ra te rn ity , w hich  has th e  ch a rac te r  bu ild ing  po ten tia l 
o f any  fra te rn ity , gives also a  p rofessional developm en t n o t en 
joyed  b y  m ost m en . T h e ta  T aus believe  th a t th e ir  organ ization  
shou ld  b e  expanded  so th a t m ore  engineers m ay  enjoy  association 
w ith  its p rincip les, b o th  as co llege stu d e n ts  a n d  as p rofessional 
m en. W e  believe  th a t y o u r school w ou ld  benefit by  hav ing  a 
c h ap te r  o f T h e ta  T au .

T h e  follow ing sections h av e  be en  p rep a re d  to  inform  you abou t 
T h e ta  T au . W e  h ope  th a t  they  w ill an sw er som e questions you 
m ay  h av e  a b o u t o u r  F ra tern ity .

W h at Is Theta  Tau?

T h e ta  T a u  is a  na tional professional eng ineering  fra te rn ity  of 
co llege  studen ts. I t  w as fou n d ed  a t th e  U niversity  o f  M innesota 
on  O cto b er 15, 1904. T h e ta  T a u  inc ludes a ll b ranches o f  eng i
neerin g  a n d  geology. S ince  th e  da te  of its founding  th e  F ra tern ity  
h as  en joyed  a  m odera te , health y  grow th . A t th e  tim e  of pub lica 
tio n  o f  th is  bookle t, th e re  w ere  25 ac tive  chap te rs  in lead ing  
e n g inee ring  schools th ro u g h o u t th e  country.
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A  common interest helps when men work together to 
solve and understand difficult engineering problems.

W h at A re th e  P u rposes of T heta  Tau?

T h e  pu rpose  of T h e ta  T a u  is to  develop  a n d  m ain ta in  a  high  
s ta n d ard  o f  professional in te rest am ong its m em bers, a n d  to  un ite  
them  in  a  strong  b o n d  of fra te rna l fellow ship. T here fo re , i t  seeks 
to  p rom o te  th e  h igh  ideals of f ra te rn a l b ro therhood ; to  stim ula te  
p rofessional activ ity  a n d  social com patib ility ; a n d  to  p rov ide  the  
fram ew ork  fo r g roup  pa rtic ipa tion , rec reation , a n d  friendsh ip . T he 
com m on professional in te rest in eng inee ring  sh a red  by  its m em bers 
m akes fo r a  closely k n it o rganization .

W h at Is a  P rofessional F ratern ity?

Professional f ra te rn ities  a re  som etim es confused w ith  social fra 
te rn itie s  a n d  honor societies. H ow ever, a  m em ber of a  professional 
fra te rn ity  m ay  a lso  be long  to  a  social fra te rn ity  a n d  to  honor 
societies. Baird 's M anual o f A m erican  College  F raternities, a  s ta n d 
a rd  reference , offers v a luab le  defin itions:

“Basically, th e re  a re  tw o  kinds o f  f ra te rn a l o rgan izations on 
A m erican  co llege  cam puses. T hey  a re  ca lled  th e  fra te rn ity  
a n d  th e  society. . .
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“T h e  fra te rn ity  organizes th e  social life  o f its m em bers to 
p rom o te  th e ir  educa tional objectives. T h e  society  is an  associa
tio n  ra th e r  than  an  organization , a n d  functions solely to  recog 
n ize  ach ievem ent o r  in te rest in  som e fie ld  o f  education .

"T he  professional f ra te rn ity  differs from  th e  general fra te r 
n ity  in  on ly  one  respect, in  th a t it  selec ts a ll its m em bers from  
stu d en ts  pu rsu ing  th e  sam e professional or vocational course, 
a n d  organ izes th e ir  social life  in  ha rm ony w ith  the ir  specific 
a n d  com m on educa tional in terest.

“. . . f ra te rn ities  e lec t to  m em bersh ip  by  m u tua l choice , th e  
societies con fe r m em bersh ip  upo n  th e  ind iv idual, regard less 
o f  m em bersh ip  in  any  o th e r  organization , and  w ithou t solicita
tion  o f  any  k ind  to  insure  a ccep tance  of election. M oreover, 
since  th e  fra te rn ity  o rganizes th e  social life o f  its m em bers, 
congen ia lity  is essen tial, a n d  th e re fo re  pe rsona l qualifica tions 
o f th e  can d id a te  assum e im portance . T h e  societies, on th e  
o th e r  h a n d , m ake no  a ttem p t to  o rganize  th e ir  groups; they  
exist m ere ly  to  give  recognition  to  in te rest o r m e rit w ithou t 
c onsidera tion  of co lor o r  c re ed .”

I t  can b e  no te d  specifically  from  these  defin itions th a t T h e ta  T au  
considers itse lf  in  no  w ay  an  honor society, b u t a  fra te rn ity  founded  
upo n  th e  p rincip les a n d  priv ileges of f ra te rn a l b ro therhood  a n d  the  
com m on b o n d  o f  professional in terest.

W hy Should T heta  Tau O p e ra te  on  a  C am pus w ith  
Social F ra te rn ities a n d  Honor Societies?

H onor societies have  scholarsh ip  requ irem en ts  w hich  restric t 
m em bersh ip  to  a lim ited  few . Social fra te rn ities , because  they  
a d m it m en  in  a ll b ranches of education , can o rgan ize  only the  
social life  o f  th e ir  m em bers. T h e ta  T au  offers a strong  profes
sional a n d  fra te rna l bon d  for its m em bers. I t  prov ides a  desirable  
b a lance  of professional a n d  social experiences for engineers.



W h at A re th e  R equ irem en ts fo r M em bersh ip  in 
Theta  Tau?

M em bers m ust b e  m ales a t least 18 years o ld  a n d  can d id a tes  for 
a d eg ree  in eng inee ring  o r  geology in  schools w here  th e re  a re  
T h e ta  T au  chapte rs . T hey  m u st b e  m en  o f  h igh  c h a rac te r and  
in sa tisfac tory  academ ic  s tanding . T h e  C onstitu tion  o f  T h e ta  T au  
proh ib its req u irin g  grades fo r m em bersh ip  h ig h e r th a n  those  needed  
fo r g raduation .

W e  se lec t ou r m em bers w ith  g rea t care, n o t on th e  basis of 
su rface  fac tors, b u t on  th e  basis of th e ir  w orth  as m en  a n d  on the  
basis o f w h a t th e y  a re  cap a b le  o f  becom ing . M em bersh ip , of 
course , is b y  inv itation  on ly , req u irin g  a  unanim ously  favo rab le  vo te  
o f th e  ac tive  c h ap te r  m em bers. T o  in su re  a close f ra te rn a l bon d  
am ong th e  actives in  each  c h ap te r, th e  T h e ta  T a u  C onstitu tion  
lim its th e  n u m b e r o f  ac tives to  50 in  a c h ap te r  a t a n y  one  tim e.

W h at Is th e  Cost o f M em bersh ip?

T h e  na tio n al in itia tion  fee  is $25 a n d  an n u al u n d e rg rad u a te  dues 
a re  $15 th e reafte r. C h a p te rs  m ay  increase  th e  fee  to  cover th e  cost 
of th e  b a d g e  a n d  local op e ra tin g  expenses. L oca l active  dues are  
governed  by  each  ch ap te r. T h e re  a re  no  na tio n a l a lum ni dues.

W ho A re Som e P rom inen t T heta  T au  A lum ni?

M any T h e ta  T au s h av e  d is tingu ished  them selves as professional 
m en  o f  n a tional acc laim . Som e of these  a re : D ean e  E . A ckers, 
C h a irm an  o f  th e  B oard, K ansas Pow er a n d  L ig h t C om pany ; W aldo  
Bow m an, e d ito r  o f  E ng ineering  N ew s-R ecord;  H arry  D arb y , form er 
U.S. S enator a n d  C ha irm an  of th e  B oard, T h e  D arb y  C orporation ; 
P au l S. E n d aco tt, p re s id en t o f  Ph illips Pe tro leum  C om pany; J. Jay 
Jakosky, p res id en t o f  In tern a tio n al G eophysics, Inc.; G enera l C urtis 
L eM ay, U.S. A ir F o rc e  C h ief o f  S taff; C harles L uckm an, form erly 
p resid en t o f  L eve r B rothers, now  a  w ide ly  know n consu ltan t; D r. 
Sim on Ram o, execu tive  vice  p residen t, T hom pson-R am o-W ooldridge , 
Inc.; a n d  D r. J. R obert V an  Pelt, p res id en t o f  M ich igan  College  
o f  M in ing  a n d  T echnology.

A lum ni A ssociations h av e  be en  e stab lished  in  eleven  cities.



Participation in school activities is an important 
function o f Theta Tau.

W h a t Is th e  Total M em b ersh ip  o f T heta  Tau?

A t th e  e n d  o f  1960, 16,007 m en h a d  be en  in itia ted  in to  T heta  
T au . T h e ta  T a u  is th e  w orld ’s  la rgest professional eng ineering  
fra te rn ity  on th e  basis o f  to ta l m em bersh ip . H ard ly  an  engineering  
e n terp rise  c an  b e  found  w ith o u t a  T h e ta  T au  a ffilia ted  w ith  it.

A re  T here N a tiona l a n d  R egional M eetings?

Sovereign ty  is vested  in th e  B iennial C onvention , w hich  includes 
represen ta tives  from  all ch ap te rs  a n d  a lum ni associations, a n d  the  
na tional officers. T h e  na tio n al o rgan ization  pays fu ll expenses for 
one  d e lega te  from  each  c h ap te r  and  p a rtia l expenses fo r one  a lter
n a te  from  each  c h ap te r  to  th e  C onvention. T h e  C onvention  elects 
seven  a lum n i to  th e  E xecutive  C ouncil fo r a te rm  of tw o  years. 
T h e  Council d irec ts a ll ope ra tions b e tw een  Conventions in accord  
w ith  th e  C onstitu tion  and  R itual o f  T h e ta  T au.

D u rin g  a lte rn a te  years be tw een  C onventions, R egional C onfer
ences a re  he ld  to  b rin g  to g e th e r  m en from  chap te rs  w ith in  a  given
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M any Theta Tau chapters maintain a chapter 
house as their permanent headquarters.

geog raph ica l a rea. C h a p te rs  w ith in  a reg ion  se rve  as hosts in 
ro tation , a n d  th e  na tio n a l o rganization  pays v irtua lly  th e  full 
expenses fo r a  carfu l o f  ac tives from  each  c h a p te r  to  th e  R egional 
C onference.

Do T heta  Tau C h a p te rs  M a in ta in  H ouses?

E ach  c h ap te r  o f T h e ta  T a u  is expec ted  to  m a in ta in  a pe rm anen t 
h ead q u arte rs . W hen  cam pus regu la tions a n d  com position of m em 
bersh ip  (su ffic ie n t n u m b e r o f sing le  m em bers desiring  cam pus 
ho u sin g ) pe rm it, th is  h e ad q u a rte rs  is in  th e  form  o f  a c hap te r 
house  prov id ing  lodg ing  a n d  e a tin g  fac ilities fo r th e  ac tive  m em bers 
a n d  p ledges. W hen  m a in tenance  of a  house  is im practica l, the  
c h ap te r  m a in ta ins a c h ap te r  room  for th e  exclusive u se  of its 
m em bers a n d  th e ir  guests as a  p la ce  fo r m eetings, fo r relaxing 
toge ther, fo r stu d y in g  toge ther, e tc. E xperience  has show n  th a t 
a  pe rm a n en t h e ad q u a rte rs  is of g rea t value  in  p rom o ting  a strong  
b o nd  am ong m em bers.
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Some chapters maintain a chapter room 
where members may study  and relax together.

Does T heta  Tau H ave a N a tiona l Publication?

Yes. T h e  G ear o f T h e ta  Tau  is issued tw ice  each year by the  
na tional organ ization . In  it  a re  to  b e  found  in form al papers by 
d is tingu ished  a lum ni, ch ap te r le tte rs, a lum n i no tes, b iographica l 
sketches, e d ito rials, and  any  in form ation  of im portance  w hich  may 
b e  issued by  th e  E xecutive  C ouncil. A glance  th rough  a  G ear will 
show  th e  in teg ra l stru c tu re  of th e  F ra te rn ity  as a  w hole. L ifetim e 
subsc rip tion  to  T h e  G ear  is inc luded  in  each m em ber's initiation  fee.

W h at F ra te rn ities A re C om petitive w ith  T he ta  Tau?

T h e ta  T au  is com petitive  w ith  tw o o th e r  genera l eng ineering  
f ra te rn ities: T riang le  (20  c h ap te rs )  a n d  Sigm a Phi D elta  (13 
c h ap te rs ). In  a dd ition , th e  fo llow ing  f ra te rn ities  in  specific  eng i
neerin g  fields a re  com petitive  w ith  T heta  T au : A lpha C hi Sigma, 
A lpha R ho C hi, K ap p a  E ta  K appa, S carab , a n d  Sigm a Rho. M em 
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bers of T h e ta  T a u  a re  p ro h ib ite d  from  joining any  of these  o rganiza
tions, a n d  m em bers o f  these  o rganizations m ay  n o t becom e  m em bers
of T h e ta  T au .

W here  A re th e  C h ap te rs  o f T heta  Tau?

T h ere  a re  25 active  ch ap te rs  of T h e ta  T a u  on th e  follow ing 
cam puses th ro u g h o u t th e  na tion :

School C hapter
U niversity o f  Alabam a, U niversity , A labam a ...................... M u
U niversity o f  Arizona, T ucson , A rizona .......      —  C hi
U niversity o f  Arkansas, Faye ttev ille , A rkansas _________  U psilon
U niversity o f  C alifornia , Berkeley, C a lifo rn ia  _................... E psilon
C ase In stitu te of  T echnology, C leveland , O h io ...................— D elta
C olorado Sc hool  of  M in es, G olden , C o lo ra d o ..................... G am m a
G eorce W ashington U niversity, W ash ing ton , D .C . .... G am m a Beta
U niversity o f  H ouston , H ouston , T e x a s ............................... E ta  Beta
State  U niversity  o f  Iow a , Io w a  C ity , I o w a ............................ O m icron
U niversity of  K ansas, L aw rence , K ansas  ------------------- ----- Zeta
U niversity of  L ouisville, L ouisville, K e n tu c k y    D elta  Beta
M ichican  C ollege o f  M in in c  and  T echnology,

H ough ton , M ichigan .........................................   -........ Beta
U niversity o f  M innesota, M inneapolis, M in n e so ta ---------------A lpha
M issouri School o f  M in es and  M etallurgy,

Rolla, M is s o u ri..........................................................................................  Iota
M ontana  School o f  M in es, B utte, M ontana  ..................................... Psi
N .C . Sta te  C ollege of  Agriculture and  E ngineering ,

R aleigh, N orth  C a r o l in a ...................................  R ho
O h io  State  U niversity, C olum bus, O hio  -------  Sigm a
P urdue U niversity, W est L afa y ette , In d ia n a  ................... Phi
South  D akota School o f  M ines and T echnology ,

R ap id  C ity , Soutli D ako ta  O m ega
Syracuse U niversity , Syracuse , N ew  York Tau
U niversity of  U ta h . Salt L ake C ity , U tah  . Lam fxla
U tah  Sta te  UMVFRsrrv, L ogan. U tah  '/.eta Beta
U nivthsity o f  V irginia , C harlo ttesv ille, V irginia Pi
W aynk State  U niversity, D etro it, M ichigan Epstlon  Beta
U niversity o f  W isconsin, M adison, W isconsin Xi
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Thela Tau gives its members an opportunity 
for a well-rounded social life.

Is Theta  Tau a  M em ber o f th e  Professional 
In te rfra te rn ity  C onference?

Yes. T h e  Professional In te rfra te rn ity  C on ference  is com parab le  
in  o rgan ization  a n d  opera tion  to  th e  N ational In te r f ra te m ity  C on
ference  o f  th e  social fra tern ities. T h e  P IC  is b a sed  on th e  com m on 
in te rests  o f th e  various professions. T h e  m em bers are:

Chemistry—Alpha Chi Sigma



H ow  C an a  N ew  C h ap te r o f T heta  Tau Be E stab lished?

A local g roup  of a t least e igh t e lig ib le  eng inee ring  stu d en ts  m ay 
pe tition  T h e ta  T au  for a c h a r te r  if  i t  desires to  becom e  affilia ted  
w ith  th e  F ra te rn ity , a n d  if  its m em bers w ill subsc ribe  to  th e  law s 
a n d  custom s of T h e ta  T au . E ng ineering  stu d e n ts  m ay  fo rm  a new  
g roup  for th e  pu rpose , o r a  local o rgan ization  a lread y  existing  m ay  
pe tition . T h e  local g roup  m ust s ta te  in  its p e tition  its in ten tion  of 
m a in ta in ing  a  pe rm a n en t h e ad q u a rte rs . T h e  a dm in istra tion  of th e  
school m ust app rov e  of th e  proposed  a ffilia tion  w ith  th e  na tional 
F ra tern ity .

A fter a  g roup  has exp ressed  its desire  to  becom e  a ffilia ted  w ith  
T h e ta  T au , it  w ill b e  in spected  a n d  rep o rte d  upo n  to  th e  F ra tern ity  
b e fo re  action  is taken  on  its  pe tition . A  c h a r te r  w ill b e  gran ted  
upo n  a  four-fifths favorab le  vo te  of th e  F ra tern ity . T h e  local g roup  
w ill then  b e  form ally  in sta lled  as a  c h ap te r  o f T h e ta  T au .

HETA T aus feel th a t th e  p rincip les of th e ir  o rgan ization  should
b e  b ro u g h t to  a ll co llege  cam puses w h ich  h av e  acc red ited  

eng inee ring  schools. T h e  professional a n d  fra te rn a l ideals o f an 
ind iv idual c an  b e s t b e  d eveloped  b y  th is  ty p e  o f  organ ization . Your 
cam pus is one  of f in e  academ ic  responsib ility , w ith  a h igh  quality  
o f stu d en ts  a n d  facu lty  m em bers. T h e  advan tages o f associating  
these  qua litie s w ith  th e  p rincip les of T h e ta  T au  a re  g rea t. W hen  
a  m an  has a f in e  eng inee ring  educa tion  from  a  good  school and  
a  fra te rna l bon d  fou n d ed  on  th e  p rincip les o f  h is profession, his 
co llege  life m ay b e  considered  to  have  be en  a  rea l success.

Additional copies of this booklet are available upon request from Robert E. Pope, 
Grand Scribe, Theta Tau, 667 West Canterbury Road, Saint Louis 32, Missouri.
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