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TO THE PLEDGE OF THETA TAU:

You are now a pledge of one chapter of Theta Tau, a national professional 
engineering fraternity.

Your selection is in itself a  significant honor. The chapter which you now 
represent has carefully considered your character, personality, integrity, and 
fidelity to your chosen profession. It is incumbent upon every member of Theta 
Tau, individually and collectively as a chapter, to investigate carefully before an 
invitation to pledge is extended.

Your acceptance of this invitation and its token, the badge of a pledge, 
places squarely upon you the responsibility o f so conducting yourself that the 
Fraternity shall never regret the confidence it now places in you.

It must not be construed, however, that your election as a pledge obligates 
your chapter or any other chapter of Theta Tau to admit you to active member­
ship in the Fraternity. You can be initiated into its membership only after you 
have served the period of probation set forth in the laws of your chapter and in 
so doing have proved yourself worthy of T heta Tau. Throughout this period 
your chapter will exercise certain prescribed authority which you should 
acknowledge cheerfully and promptly. You can be assured you will not be called 
upon to do anything which will embarrass you publicly or which might prove 
contrary to your obligations to G od, your country, or yourself.

Having fulfilled your obligations as a pledge, your name will again be 
presented to your chapter, this time for election to active and full membership. 
Your election must be by unanimous consent according to the constitution of 
our Fraternity.

W e admonish you now to weigh carefully the responsibility and the dig­
nity o f  your present position and by so doing to bear successfully the trials of a 
pledgeman.

True to the tradition of all fraternities, Theta Tau has a prescribed ritual 
into which are woven all of the ideals and character of the Fraternity. Such mat­
ters obviously can be revealed only to the properly elected men at the time of 
and subsequent to their initiation into active membership.

There are, however, many points of interest concerning the Fraternity 
which you should know and upon which you must become thoroughly conver­
sant. Since you will be called upon at some future date to pass an examination, it 
is recommended that you diligently pursue the study of all information con­
tained in this Manual.

W HAT IS THETA TAU?
As a  p rofessional fra te rn ity , T h e ta  T au  lim its its m em bersh ip  to 

m ales w ho possess the  qualities o f  b rotherhood, as de term ined  by the 
indiv idual chap ters ; w ho dem onstrate  a professional a ttitu d e  beneficial 
to  T h e ta  T au ; and  w ho are  no t affiliated w ith  any o the r engineering 
fra te rn ity  w hether o r  no t such fra te rn ity  c laim s to be purely  social. 
G enera l or eng ineering  scholastic honor societies w hich  are nationally 
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recognized as such and are so registered in Baird’s M anual o f College Fraterni­
ties are not considered competitive fraternities to Theta Tau.

T heta T au Fraternity was founded at the  University of Minnesota on 
October 15, 1904, by Erich J. Schrader, Isaac B. Hanks, W illiam M. Lewis, and 
Edwin L. Vinal. Erich J. Schrader is at present the Counselor o f the Executive 
Council.

Since the date o f its founding the Fraternity has enjoyed a moderate, 
steady, healthy growth. At the time of the publication o f  this Manual, there 
were twenty-four active chapters in leading technical schools throughout the 
nation and nearly 14,500 initiated members. There are three chapters which, 
due to local circumstances, are at present inactive.

T o  our founders and early members o f  Alpha, Beta, and Gamma Chapters 
must go the credit fo r a well-laid foundation; and to their successors who will­
ingly contribute their time and ingenuity to the building of the Fraternity must 
go the credit for the effective structure of the present national organization. On 
such strong foundations Theta T au has been enabled to withstand wars, eco­
nomic depressions, and many other adversities which too often bring about the 
collapse o f  fraternal structures.

Just as engineering is defined as a profession of creation, so might Theta 
Tau, an engineering fraternity, be called a fraternity of creation. For you will 
come to discover in the course of time that this Fraternity creates in its men not 
alone the desire to master the principles and problems of the profession, but to 
regard the brothers in such a manner as to bespeak loyal co-operation and 
courageous treatment o f  difficult situations.

T heta Tau is not purely a social fraternity, but its chapters do aim to 
organize the social as well as professional life o f its members and establish a 
brotherhood among engineers. I t is not an honor society and our Constitution 
expressly prohibits any chapter from  establishing a scholastic requirement other 
than that established by the college fo r satisfactory scholastic standing and for 
graduation. These regulations also apply to graduate students who are eligible 
for active membership in Theta Tau. It follows that since T heta T au is a profes­
sional fraternity all o f its active members should strive to be good students and 
thereby show their interest in their chosen profession. A  chapter in good 
scholastic standing has the favorable support of the faculty a t all times.

T heta T au is specifically a professional fraternity and is different from the 
academic or social fraternity. In  addition to the desirable attributes o f  a social 
fraternity, T heta T au has one common bond, an interest in and pursuance of 
engineering in its several branches. I t  differs from the honor society in that its 
men, while meeting scholastic requirements indicative o f  future professional 
achievement, are chosen not alone by these standards.

T heta Tau offers a program which appeals alike to  the undegraduate and 
the alumnus. By the maintenance of active chapters on well-selected campuses, 
the Fraternity can most effectively aid in developing young engineers and build­



ing up a worthy body of alumni. W hen student days are ended it bridges the 
chasm between them and the long years o f professional practice ahead. As the 
young man passes through the period of transition from the warm familiar 
campus to the world of business and commerce, he  likewise passes from a chap­
ter o f  understanding, loyal brothers into a vast alumni chapter of successful men 
ever ready and willing to advise and assist him. There are thousands in places of 
high responsibility throughout the world, all wearing the selfsame badge and 
speaking the language of the engineering profession.

WHAT ARE THE FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 
OF MEMBERSHIP IN THETA TAU?

Theta T au demands of active members and pledgemen alike that all just, 
financial obligations be discharged promptly. In  thus obligating yourself, it is 
imperative that you be completely informed concerning these matters. Indi­
vidual chapters have their own peculiar conditions which largely determine 
their financial status and the obligations of membership. T heta Taus and their 
pledgemen must be prepared in advance to meet the following:

Amounts a t ....................................... Chapter
Pledge Dues S .......................... p e r .........................
N ational and Local Initiation Fees S ........................... p e r ........................

(including Badge)
Active Membership Dues S .......................... p e r.........................
Room and Board S .......................... p e r.........................
Special Assessments S .......................... p e r .........................
Building Fund Notes S .......................... p e r .........................

P ledge Dues
I t is the custom of most chapters to  collect a  nominal monthly, quarterly, or 

semester fee from all pledges.

N ationa l a n d  Local Initiation Fees
W hen you have successfully completed your work as a pledgeman and 

have been unanimously elected to active membership in your chapter, you will 
be called upon to pay in advance o f your initiation a specified charge designed 
to  cover all local and national initiation fees, the cost o f your badge, and a life 
subscription to our national publication The Gear o f Theta Tau. Your chapter 
is compelled to collect this fee  in fu ll  and in advance and has no authority to 
make special arrangements in individual cases.

A ctive  M em bersh ip  Dues
A fter your initiation and as long as you remain an active member of your 

chapter, you will be assessed active membership dues at regular intervals. W hat­
ever this amount, the chapter will pay a certain prescribed portion of it into the 
national treasury as your annual national dues.
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It is impossible for the national officers to collect dues from individual 
active members. The chapter as a whole is held responsible for the initiation 
fees and the semi-annual dues of active members. Semi-annual dues are not 
payable by new initiates fo r  the  term in  which they were initiated. If  you do not 
pay your national initiation fee or your semi-annual dues promptly, the other 
active members must pay them. N o member of Theta Tau would expect his 
brothers to pay his fees.

Room  a n d  Board
If  your chapter maintains a house wherein room and board are available to 

active members and pledges, you will be expected to pay the prescribed charges 
for such services. These figures will vary depending upon the local conditions. 

Specia l A ssessm en ts
Although the national treasury does not levy this type of charge against 

individual members at any time, it is the custom of most chapters to cover in this 
manner unusual purchases of furnishings, athletic fees, chapter sponsored 
parties, dinners and entertainment.

Building Fund Notes
Some chapters accumulate building funds by accepting notes from new 

initiates bearing due dates during the member's undergraduate days or after his 
graduation.

A complete understanding of your future financial relations w ith your 
chapter is o f inestimable importance. Should there be doubt on your part con­
cerning any phase of this question, the time to dispel such doubt is now. The 
Regent and Treasurer o f  your chapter are properly informed on this subject and 
will be happy to discuss w ith you in confidence any point in question.

WHAT ARE OTHER OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THETA TAU?

I t is an established principle of life that privilege increases obligation. The 
high privilege of membership in Theta T au is no exception to this axiom, for 
you will discover as you live your life in the Fraternity that your obligations are 
without end. Your good offices should begin with the youngest pledge of your 
chapter and extend throughout your own chapter into the national fraternity and 
to every alumnus with whom you come in contact.

Every pledge and active member o f your chapter will expect you to give 
any assistance w ithin your power. Such opportunity for service may present 
itself in the chapter house, on the campus, or in the classroom. You will perhaps 
be called upon to assist a brother in the solution of a new or difficult problem; or 
again you might be asked to make some sacrifice to save the life o f a brother. 
Every real T heta Tau stands ready and eager to discharge such obligations to 
his brothers.

Your chapter will expect you to attend all meetings and to take an active 
interest in the business transacted therein; use your time and ingenuity in fur- 
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thering the development o f its program; acknowledge all constituted authority 
of its duly elected officers; obey the laws under which it is chartered and oper­
ates; revere its traditions; and honor the date of its founding. W hen you become 
an alumnus your chapter will expect to hear from you concerning your business 
location, your honors, and the development o f your career.

T he Fraternity, as constituted nationally, lays upon you the necessity of 
making your career in the profession one of honor to all ThetaT aus. W herever 
you find alumni of your own or any other chapter, you are expected to identify 
yourself to the extent o f aiding in the formation of alumni clubs or affiliating 
with those already existent. You should be constantly on the watch for capable 
young men entering an engineering course in schools where there are chapters 
of T heta Tau, in order that you may inform the chapter.

On October 15 of each year celebrations are held throughout the country to 
recall the founding of our Fraternity and to honor the names of the founders of 
Alpha chapter. You are requested to honor this date in some manner, no matter 
where you may be situated.

Members o f T heta Tau are obligated to send some form of greeting to their 
chapters on or about October 15. I f  several are located in the same vicinity they 
could gather for an informal meeting.

It is in th is manner that you are obligated to the Fraternity as are all others 
who now wear the same badge.

ARE THERE OTHER MATTERS WITH WHICH A PLEDGE 
SHOULD FAMILIARIZE HIMSELF?

T heta Tau, like other fraternities, has certain forms, insignia, flowers, 
colors, publications, and songs which, w hile peculiar to Theta Tau, are not 
veiled in secrecy. You should make diligent application to the study of these 
various symbols in order that you may understand and recognize them.

PLEDGE FORM
The Fraternity has a standard Pledge Form which each pledgeman must 

complete in detail immediately upon the acceptance of his bid. This form is to 
be filed in the national archives and every care must be exercised in its proper 
execution. You should be very certain that all information shown thereon is 
absolutely correct and legible. The "shingle" to which every newly initiated 
member is entitled, cannot be issued until this form has been filed with the 
G rand Marshal.

As soon as you are pledged ask the Scribe or Regent of the chapter for a 
pledge form and fill it out immediately.
INSIGN IA

There are certain definite articles of jewelry which publicly identify a 
pledge or member and are copyrighted by Theta Tau for the use of members and 
pledges only. Their form and proper use are carefully controlled by the Fra­
ternity and no deviation is ever permitted.



PLEDGE BU TTO N
The badge or button o f  a  pledge is a triangular gold shield with a dark red 

gear wheel in its field. I t is for the exclusive use of pledgemen and must be worn 
at all times in the left lapel of the coat. I t is the property of the chapter and must 
be surrendered to the chapter should the pledge be broken or at the time of 
initiation.

O FFICIA L BADGE
T he official badge of the Fraternity is a gold gear wheel w ith crossed ham­

m er and tongs and the letters T heta and Tau. In  the center of the wheel is a dark 
red garnet, and the inner rim of the gear wheel is jeweled w ith pearls. The 
official badge may be worn by members only. I t is the property o f the member 
and will so remain unless the member should be suspended or expelled from the 
Fraternity in which case it must be surrendered to his chapter. The official badge 
must be worn at all times on the left side. I t is compulsory for every initiate to 
have a badge and no man shall be initiated who declines to purchase or wear it. 
SISTER PIN

The sister p in  is a gold gear wheel smaller in size than the official badge but 
which does not bear the crossed hammer and tongs. Its jewels are the same as 
the official badge and it too bears the letters Theta and Tau. I t may be worn by 
relatives or friends of the members. In no case is the official badge to be so used. 

REC O G N ITIO N  BU TTO N
T he recognition button is a replica o f  the pledge button but reduced in size. 

This may be worn by members only and then on the upper tip  o f  the left coat

The national Fraternity has designated an official jeweler which firm is 
authorized to produce and sell official Theta Tau jewelry, and all insignia must 
be secured from them upon application to and at the direction of the Grand 
Treasurer.

TH E  CO A T O F ARMS
The coat o f arms is explained as a  bridge with three arches, proper; on the 

chief gules, three gear wheels proper; crest; a hand grasping hammer and tongs, 
all proper.

It is permissible to reproduce the Coat of Arms on jewelry, and it is 
frequently worn on the coat lapel in place of the official recognition button. 

FLOW ER
The flower of Theta Tau is the Jacqueminot or dark red rose.

JEWEL
The official jewel o f the Fraternity is the dark red garnet.

COLORS
T he official colors o f the Fraternity are dark red and gold, and it is proper 

to use these colors together on any article significant of the Fraternity.



T H E  GEAR O F TH ETA  TAU

The  Gear is the national magazine of the Fraternity. The first number was 
published by Beta Chapter in 1907 under the name of Hammer and Tongs. In 
1908 the name of the magazine was changed to The Gear. In  1918 is was pub­
lished by Delta Chapter and in 1922 again by Alpha. In 1926 Omicron Chapter 
published it, and since that time it has been published by alumni of Omicron. It 
is published twice annually in the spring and fall o f the year. In it are to be 
found informal papers by distinguished alumni, chapter letters, alumni notes, 
biographical sketches, editorials, and any information o f  importance which may 
be issued by the Executive Council.

W hen you are initiated you will pay a modest sum into a life subscription 
fund which is held as a trust fund by the G rand Treasurer. The magazine will 
be sent to you without charge as long as you live or as long as the fund exists to 
pay for the ever-increasing costs. During the time that you are an undergraduate 
your copy will be sent to you in care of your chapter. W hen you graduate or 
when you cease to be an active member, you should immediately notify the edi­
tors so that the magazine can be sent to  your new address. Always keep the 
editors informed of your change of address; otherwise, you will not continue to 
receive The Gear.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
The national officers o f the Fraternity are the members o f the Executive 

Council. A complete list o f  the members o f the Executive Council is printed in 
T he Gear.

ALUM NI ASSOCIATIONS
Alumni Associations have been established in eleven cities. The oldest one 

is the Southwestern Alumni Association founded in 1908 at Douglas, Arizona, 
but is now situated in Tucson. Each issue o f  The Gear contains a complete list of 
the Associations and the addresses of the secretaries. As alumni you are obli­
gated by your initiation promises to affiliate with the Alumni Association in your 
area. The Association will welcome you and the contact can be of great value to

It would be impossible to list in this Manual the hundreds of distinguished 
alumni of our Fraternity. Among these are United States Senators, members of 
the armed forces who have distinguished themselves, and prominent members 
o f the engineering profession. Honors and accomplishments achieved by our 
members are published in every issue of The Gear.

WHAT FRATERNITIES ARE COMPETITIVE TO THETA TAU?

T heta Tau is the oldest professional engineering fraternity of its type. 
O thers have followed and exist today on many campuses. To those organizations 
whose general patterns resemble Theta Tau’s and who seek their members from 
the same general group o f  men, we have declared ourselves competitive, and all



members o f Thela Tau are strictly prohibited from  belonging to any one or 
more o f them. They are:

Should you as a pledge or later a member of T heta Tau be approached by 
any other group not mentioned above, it is your duty to inform yourself immed­
iately concerning the status o f the organization even before accepting its 
courtesies. Your chapter officers and members of the Executive Council are 
always available to inform you concerning any group.

Because Theta Tau is strictly a professional fraternity, it does not compete 
in any manner with the strictly academic and honor societies; thus making 
it possible for you to hold membership in any academic fraternity or honor 
society without violating your obligations to T heta Tau except any and all 
engineering fraternities which may call themselves social fraternities but restrict 
their membership to one or more courses in engineering or geology.

Before joining any other organization (social o r honorary) be certain it is 
not competitive w ith T heta Tau. You should also ascertain its national scope 
and character. W eigh carefully your decision to assume the responsibilities of 
membership. There is far more satisfaction in being an excellent member of 
one organization than in being a poor member of several.

The Constitution forbids membership in other engineering fraternities 
regardless o f whether the selection is made from the entire engineering student 
body or from a specific department. The Professional Interfraternity Confer­
ence prohibits its member fraternities from  initiating members o f any other 
fraternity in the same or overlapping categories.

M em bers o f  th e  Professional In te rf ra te rn ity  C on fe rence

Ar c h it e c t u r e — A lpha Rho C h i 
C h e m is t r y — A lpha C h i Sigma
Co m m e r c e  a n d  Bu s in e s s  A d m in is t r a t io n — A lpha K appa Psi1 

D elta  Sigma Pi
D e n t is t r y — A lpha O m ega, D elta  Sigma D elta, Xi Psi Ph i, Psi Omega 
E d u c a t io n — K appa P h i K appa, P h i E psilon K appa 
E n g in e e r in g — T heta  T au , Sigma P h i D elta
L A W -G am m a  E ta  G am m a, D elta  T h e ta  P h i, Sigma D elta K appa, Ph i 

A lpha D elta, P h i Beta G am m a, P h i D elta  Phi 
M e d i c i n e — A lpha K appa K appa, T h e ta  K appa Psi, N u  Sigm a N u , Ph i 

Beta P i, P n i D elta  E psilon, P h i Lam bda K appa, P h i Rho Sigma, 
P h i C h i

M u s ic — P h i M u  A lpha (S in fo n ia )
Ph a r m a c y — K appa Psi, R ho  P i P h i, P h i D elta  C hi 
V e t e r in a r y  M e d i c i n e — O m ega T a u  Sigma

A lpha C h i Sigma 
A lpha Rho C hi 
Farm H ouse

K appa E ta Kappa 
Scarab
Sigm a Phi D elta

Sigma Rho 
Sigma T au  Phi
T riang le
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S W E E T H E A R T  O F  T H E T A  T A U  

Quartet Arrangement

Words and Music by Ruth Lambert 

Moderato

T h ru  t h e  m az e  o f  m e m -o -rie s .In  t h o s e  c o re - fr e e  c o l- le g e  d a y s ,  A

thou-sand  faces q leam  a n d  sm ile , B u t th ere 's  o n e  t h a t  re m a in s  a lw a y s  Oh 
-  M  ,  " J  j; a

¥ '; i ,i 141 f
S w e e t-h e a r t  o f lheta T a u  I  love you, In all m y dream s y o u r d e a rfa c e  shines thru,

m

 ̂ *- T£  X  ̂  ̂j
You are the one th a t I  adore My The-ta Tc 

S f

j. j. I >  j> I

u girl for-ev-er more.

r • . •  -  «
r '  * : ► M  . < !

r  f - 1



F A IT H  O F  T H E  E N G IN E E R

I AM AN Engineer . In  m y profession I  take deep pride, but 
without vainglory; to it I  owe solemn obligations that I  am eager 
to fu lfill.

A s an Engineer, I  will participate in none but honest enter­
prise. To him  that has engaged m y services, as employer or client, 
I  w ill g ive the utmost o f performance and fidelity.

W hen needed, m y skill and knoweldge shall be given w ith­
out reservation for the public good. From special capacity 
springs the obligation to use it well in  the service o f humanity; 
and I accept the challenge that this implies.

jealous o f the high repute o f m y calling, I  w ill strive to 
protect the  interests and the good name o f any engineer that I  
know to be deserving; but I  w ill not shrink, should duly dictate, 
from  disclosing the truth regarding anyone that, by unscrupu­
lous ad , has shown him self unworthy o f the profession.

Since the A ge o f Stone, human progress has been condi­
tioned by the genius o f m y professional forbears. By them  have 
been rendered usable to mankind Nature's vast resources o f 
material and energy. By them  have been vitalized and turned to 
practical account the principles o f science and the revelations of 
technology. Except fo r  this heritage o f accumulated experience, 
m y efforts would be feeble. I dedicate m yself to the dissemina­
tion o f engineering knowledge, and especially to the instruction 
o f younger members o f m y profession in all its arts and traditions.

To m y fellow s I  pledge, in the same fu ll  measure I  ask o f 
them, integrity and fair dealing, tolerance and respect, and de­
votion to the standards and the dignity o f our profession; with 
the consciousness, always, that our special expertness carries 
w ith it  the  obligation to serve humanity with complete sincerity.

Published by Engineer's Council for Professional Development 
29 West 39th Street, New York 18, New York
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