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The Constitution and Bylaws of Theta Tau are for members only. However, the following sections of the
Constitution and Bylaws have been reprinted inside the front cover for the benefit of interested individuals.

Constitution, Article V, Section 12
Student membership in Theta Tau is limited to students who are eligible to pledge according to their
university's rules.

Constitution, Article V, Section 13
Theta Tau does not restrict membership on the basis of gender, race, creed, or color.

Constitution, Article XII, Section 4
The Fraternity strictly prohibits hazing, any acts which may endanger the physical or mental health
or safety of members or nonmembers,

Bylaws, Chapter VII, Part A, Section 7

Chapter funds shall not be used for the purchase of alcoholic b ges or lled sub
member is solely ible for the of providing i ges or
substances to himself or others.

Byhm. Chapter VII, Part B, Scclion 4
ion or use of alcoholi lled sub: at any Fratemity activity shall
be in eomphm with all federal, state, Ioul and university regulations

Questions regarding these policies should be directed to:

Theta Tau Central Office
655 Craig Road, Suite 128
St. Louis, Missouri 63141-7168
314/994-1904
central@thetatau.org



mailto:central@thetatau.org
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This Constitution consists of the original Constitution written by Erich J. Schrader, Alpha '05, and
adopted by the Founders on October 15, 1904, together with all subsequent amendments and bylaws
adopted by the Fraternity.

The Constitution is for members only.

Notice

The Theta Tau Fratemity will pay the sum of $10.00 to any person returning a lost copy of this book
to any chapter of the Fraternity. To confirm a mailing address, please contact the Theta Tau Central
Office at 800/264-1904 or email central@thetatau.org.


mailto:central@thetatau.org

Constitution No. 23

This copy is loaned to

Pi Beta Chapter

associations and officers. It is to be returned to the Executive Director when such retum is
demanded. * (Chapter IX, Sec. 5).

“If a chapter loses its copy of the Constitution the Executive Director may replace it by another copy

"The Constitution is the property of the national Fraternity and is loaned to the chapters, alumni
for which the chapter shall pay the sum of $50.00. * (Chapter IX, Sec. 3)
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CONSTITUTION

Article I - Name and Purpose

Section 1. The name of this Fraternity shall be THETA TAU.

Sec. 2. In all publications Theta Tau shall be described as a “P ional Engineering Fraternity."
[1977]
Sec. 3. The purpose of Theta Tau shall be to develop and maintain a high dard of professional

interest among its members, and to unite them in a strong bond of fraternal fellowship.

Article IT - Insignia

Section 1. The official badge of this Fraternity shall be a gold gear wheel with crossed hammer and
tongs and the letters Theta and Tau. In the center of the wheel shall be a dark red garmmet. The inner
rim of the gear wheel shall be jeweled with pearls. This badge shall be worn only by members of
Theta Tau, and it shall not be made into any other form of jewelry. It shall be compulsory for every
initiate to have a badge, and no man shall be initiated who declines to buy or wear the official badge.

Sec. 2. The official gear pin shall be of the design on file at the office of the Executive Director and
of the Fraternity jeweler. This pin may be worn by the relatives and friends of the members. It shall
be ordered on proper forms through the Executive Director. This pin shall be the official piece of
jewelry used in “pinning” and furthermore it shall be accorded the same respect given the official
badge of this Fraternity. [1994]

Sec. 3. The official pledge button shall be a triangular gold shield with a dark red gear wheel in its
field. Tts use by the chapters is obligatory.

Sec. 4. The official coat of arms shall be explained by the following heraldic descriptions: Or, &
bridge with three arches, proper; on the chief, gules, three gear whzels. proper, crest: a hand grasping
hammer and tongs, all proper. Other parts of the coat of arms shall have the following colors:
() The ribbon scroll below the shield shall be gold with the letters “©T" in black.
(b) The sleeve shall be black.
(c) The torsade structure immediately below the clasped hand shall have alternating dark red
and gold strands, with dark red on the left end.
(d) The above wording shall be interpreted to mean:
(1) The bridge with three arches will be gray,
(2) The field behind the gears will be dark red.
(3) The gears and hammer and tongs will be black.
(4) The hand will be flesh-colored.
(5) The rest will be gold as stated.

A complete coat of arms with the proper colors shall be kept by the Archivist for reference.



Sec. 5. This Fraternity shall have a Grand Seal bearing the device of the coat of arms of the
Fratemnity and inscribed “Grand Seal — Theta Tau" This seal shall be affixed to all instruments
issued by or under the authority of the officers of the Fraternity.

Sec. 6. The official recognition button shall be of the design on file at the office of the Executive
Director and of the Fraternity jeweler.

Sec. 7. The colors of the Fraternity shall be dark red and gold
Sec. 8. The gem shall be the dark red gamet
Sec. 9. The flower shall be the Jacqueminot rose.

Sec. 10. Replicas of the official badge which are to be used in Ritual ceremonies or as wall
decorations in a chapter house, excluding those which are mounted on plaques, shall correctly
reproduce the badge. Specifically, the colors, positioning of the hammer and tongs, and substitutes
for the pearls and the dark red garnet shall be correct.

Sec. 11. The official flag of Theta Tau shall be a rectangle arranged horizontally and divided into
four equal quadrants. The upper right and lower left quadrants shall be fields of gold; the others
fields of dark red. On the upper left quadrant shall be the coat of arms in full color, and on the lower
right quadrant the Greek letters “©T" in gold.

Sec. 12. The use of the coat of arms, in any form, shall be reserved solely for the members of Theta
Tau. However, colony members may display the Greek letters “OT." [1968]

Sec. 13. The alternative flag shall be a rectangle arranged horizontally, divided along its length into
three equal sections. The left and right sections are dark red, and the center one is gold with the
Greek letters “OT" in dark red and arranged vertically. This flag may be displayed by members or
colonies of the Fraternity. [1994]

Article ITI - Publications
Section 1. The official publication of the Fraternity shall be called 7he Gear of Theta Tau.

Sec. 2. The Gear of Theta Tau shall be edited by a Board of Editors which shall include the Editor-
in-Chief, and whose bers shall be appointed by the Executive Council.

Sec. 3. The Gear of Theta Tau shall be mailed free of charge to each alumnus or honorary member
whose current address is on file with the Central Office and whose name has been reported clear of
debt by the chapter to the Central Office. All new initiates of the Fraternity shall receive a life
subscription to The Gear of Theta Tau. [1984]

Sec. 4. Any member or ization of bers of the Fi ity desiring to publish or have
published any article or statement regarding the policy or business affairs of Theta Tau shall submit
same to the Grand Regent, and he to the Executive Council for approval. The Grand Scribe shall
keep a verbatim copy for the files of the Fratemity.
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Article IV — Organization and Government

Section 1. Sovereignty in this Fratemity is vested primarily in the Convention, but between
Conventions this power resides in the Executive Council

Sec. 2. The actions of the Executive Council must be presented to the next subsequent Convention
for ratification.

Sec. 3. Wherever the vote of “alumni® is called for in this Constitution or Bylaws thereof, reference
is made only to alumni in good standing

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall be directly responsible for all those duties and responsibilities
delegated to the Executive Director by the Constitution and Bylaws. [1976]

Sec. 5. Each chapter shall have an Adviser or Advisers chosen from among the alumni or honorary
members in the locale of the chapter. In cases where the chapter has more than one Adviser, one of
these shall be designated as Senior Adviser. The chapter Senior Adviser shall maintain a personal
contact with the chapter officers and shall be an official representative of the Executive Council on
the chapter'’s campus. The Adviser(s) shall be appointed by the E ive Director upon

recommendation of the chapter, and serve until the next Biennial Convention. [2000]

Sec. 6. Regional Directors shall be official representatives of the Executive Council to the chapters
in their regions and shall be appointed by the Executive Council.

Sec. 7. The Executive Council shall have the authority to appoint such persons or person as it shall
deem necessary to assist in carrying out the duties of the Executive Director, Grand Regent, or other
Executive Council members. Such persons or person shall be selected from the alumni of Theta
Tau. [2000)

Article V- Membership

Section 1. Membership in this Fratemity shall be open to engineers who possess the qualities of
Brathiahand as ined exclusively by the individual chap e a professional
attitude beneficial to Theta Tau. Members must be over eighteen years of age, but a younger student
may be pledged. [1977]

Sec. 2. Student membership in Theta Tau is limited to students who are regularly enrolled at the
school where the Theta Tau chapter exists, and pursuing a bachelor’s degree or higher degree in an

gineering icul dited for that school by the ABET Engineering Accreditation
Commission. Those enrolled in any other curriculum are eligible only if that curriculum has been
approved by two-thirds vote of the Executive Council. The Executive Director shall notify the
Executive Council upon receipt of the request for a change. The Executive Council, or those
appointed to act in its stead, shall then have thirty days to consider the change in the chapter's
curricula list which will be maintained by the Executive Director. [2000]




Sec. 3. No chapter shall have more than 50 student members at any time. However, the Executive
Director shall have the power to waive this law temporarily when application is made in writing by
the chapter. Furthermore, the Executive Council shall have the power to grant permission to exceed
this limit for an extended period with biennial review when application is made in writing by the
chapter. [2000]

Sec. 4. Election to student bership is only by i secret ballot, separate and apart, by all
student members of the chapter. Although a ballot on any pledge may be requested by a student
member at any time during pledging, a final ballot must be taken no more than ten days before
initiation. This time limit may be extended up to 120 days for the purpose of initiation at National
Conventions or Conferences. In the case of an unfavorable vote during this ballot, a pledge may be
reconsidered, but the number of additional ballots shall be limited to two. [1995]

Sec. 5. Freshman students may not be initiated during their first semester, trimester, or first quarter
in school, or until they have completed an equivalent number of credit hours. It is unlawful to
initiate a student within six months of graduation. A member must remain a student member as long
as he is an undergraduate student except as provided in the Constitution or Bylaws. [2000]

Sce. 6. Hononry membmmp m this Fmemuy shall be limited to those actively following

g a i subjm in an engineering college where there is a
chapter of lhls Fmemuy. or who have been of great service to the Fratemnity and whose election is
app a vote of the C: jon. [1978]

Sec. 7. Election to honorary membership is only by unanimous secret vote of the chapter. Such
election shall be concurred in by the alumnus and honorary members of the chapter with not more
than two negative votes. (See Bylaws, Chapter II, Part A).

Sec. 8. Alumnus members are those who have been student members of the Fraternity, or who were
alumni of an organization receiving a charter from Theta Tau, and who have since been initiated.

Sec. 9. No munber of this Fruernny. student, nlumnus, or hanorary, shall become a member of any

other petitive by the g g body of Theta Tm wnhou( thereby being
subject to 1 Members of such org: nizations shall be ineligible to hip in this
Fraternity. (See Byl:ws. Chapter I, Part D).

Sec. 10. Members of local college engineeri ities or of societies or clubs with fraternal

bonds at colleges where there is no chapter ol‘Theu Tau, may be elected to membership in this
meuty pmvnded. howwcr tha( such initiate or candidate pledge himself to resign from his former
local fr i to this Fraternity alone, in case a chapter of Theta Tau
be later embhshed at such oollege

Sec. 11, A graduate student, if otherwise eligible, can be elected to student membership as is an
student, provided he is initiated at least six months before the termination of his
yldunewk

Sec. 12, Student membership is limited to students who are eligible to pledge according to their
university's rules. [1991]

Sec. 13. Theta Tau does not restrict membership on the basis of gender, race, creed, or color. [1991]
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Article VI-The Convention

Section 1. The C: ion of the Fi y shall be posed of the ive Council b
the Reg\oml Directors, one Delegate from each chaplcr and one Delegate from each alumni
A G may if a majority of the Executive Council members and

student Delegates are present. [1990]

Sec. 2. National C ions shall be held biennially except when the Executive Council considers
it unwise because of extreme emergency.

Sec. 3. Each Delegate and Alternate from a chapter must be a student member in good standing.
They must be elected by a three-fifths vote of all the student members of their chapter in a manner
prescribed in the Bylaws, and must bear credentials properly signed. The expenses of the Delegate,
and those of the Alternate while at the Convention, shall be paid from the national treasury (except
as provided in the Bylaws, Chapter II1, Sections 11 and 13).

Sec. 4. Each Delegate and Alternate from an alumni association must be an alumnus or an honorary
member. They must be elected by a three-fifths vote of all the members of the association attending
the meeting at which the election occurs. They must bear credentials signed by the officers of the
association. Their expenses will not be covered by the national treasury. [1986]

Sec. 5. The of the E: ive Council bers, the Editor-in-Chief of 7he Gear, and
Regional Directors shall be paid from the national treasury. [1972]

Sec. 6. The chapter Deleg: E ive Council bers and Regional Directors shall have one
vote each. Alumni Association Delegates shall have one-half vote each. No voting member shall be
entitled to more than one vote. [1994]

Sec. 7. The Grand Regent shall appoint from among the Delegates, Alternates, and visitors present
the necessary i of the Ci jon, shall seek to distribute representation on each
committee among those in attendance, [2000]

Sec. 8. Chapu-r and alumni association Delegates are held to voice the opinion of their chapters or
alumni associations, and any vote cast by them shall be held in all ways to be the actual vote of their
chapters or alumni associations.

Sec. 9. Amends motions, luti etc., adopted by a Convention, shall not become
effective until adjournment, unless otherwise decided by a unanimous vote.

Sec. 10. A vote of the Convention shall include all qualified Delegates from the chapters and alumni
associations, Rzgmm.l Dlrzcm md members of the Executive Councill. All such voters who are

istered and no d from the Convention shall be the body referred to
whenever a vote nf ‘the Convention is called for, whether the provision refers to a majority, two-
thirds, four-fifths, or unanimous vote. [1990]

Sec. 11. Whenever this Constitution or Bylaws call for a vote taken at a Convention, it is understood
that between Conventions a vote may be taken of the chapters, the eligible alumni associations, the
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Regi Di and the E: ive Council, and such a vote shall have the same force as if taken
at a Convention. A favorable vote by four-fifths of the student members of a chapter shall be
considered a favorable vote of the chapter. A favorable vote of an alumni association shall be a

favorable vote of four-fifths of the members attending that meeting. [1991]

Sec. 12. Special Conventions may be called by a unanimous vote of the Executive Council. The
call for such special meeting shall state the purpose of the call, and no business may be transacted
except such as relates to the purpose of the call

Sec. 13. When a vote is taken between Conventions, the period for halloung shall be hmned to 30
days. Ones not submitting ballots within this period shall be idered as per
from the Convention (see Article VI, Sec. 10). [1995]

Article VII - The Executive Council

Section 1. The Executive Council shall consist of the Grand Regent, the Grand Vice-Regent, the
Grand Scribe, the Grand Treasurer, the Grand Marshal, the Grand Inner Guard, the Grand Outer
Guard, the Delegate-at-Large, and the Student Member. The first five of these are the officers of the
Executive Council. [1972]

Sec. 2. The members of the Executive Council, except the Student Member and the Delegate-at-
Large, shall be elected by a simple majority vote of the Convention for a term of two years from
among the ak and honorary b Not more than two honorary members may be on the
Executive Council at any one time. The Student Member shall be elected by a simple majority vote
of the Convention for a term of two years from among the student members attending the Biennial
Convention. The immediate Past Grand Regent shall be designated “Delegate-at-Large™ If the
immediate Past Grand Regent cannot serve as Delegate-at-Large, or holds another Executive
Council position, the Executive Council may appoint another Past Grand Regent to this position.
[1984]

Sec. 3. If any Executive Council member is temporarily or permanently unable to fulfill the duties
of his office, the Grand Regent, with the concurrence of the Executive Council, shall appoint an
alumnus or hcnomy member, or student mcmbet for office of student member, to serve in his slead
umu he can again officiate or a C elects his All chap alumni

ional Di and ive Council bers shall be notified of such appointment by the
Grand Regent, with the attestation of the Grand Scribe. [1991]

Sec. 4. If the Grand Regent is unable to perform the duties of his office for an extended period and
the Grand Vice-Regent is unable to assume his duties. His successor shall be chosen by the
Executive Council.

Sec. 5. The officers of the Executive Council shall sign all charters for chapters and alumni
P

Sec. 6. A member of the E: ive Council, an h Y ber, or an al in good standi;
memmmuﬂnm"ofmhnuvmlmhdupternlﬂstonee
every two years. Any expense incurred shall be paid from the national treasury.
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Sec. 7. A majority vote shall be required to carry any motion made at a meeting of the Executive
Council unless otherwise provided in this Constitution

Sec. 8. The Executive Council shall have the power to take disciplinary action for the Fratemity.
(See Bylaws, Chapter V1.)

Sec. 9. Theta Tau may be nationally incorporated and the assets and property of the Fraternity shall
be vested in the members of the Executive Council as trustees for the Fraternity

Sec. 10. The Executive Council shall have the power to patent or register the insignia of the
Fraternity as far as same may be possible under the laws of the United States and other countries. It
shall also have the power to apply for copyrights of any of the publications of the Fraternity.

Sec. 11. The Grand Regent and the Grand Vice-Regent shall be selected from those who have
previously served as a national officer. The Grand Inner Guard and Grand Outer Guard shall hold
office for no more than two consecutive terms. [1992]

Sec. 12, There is hereby created the office of Counsellor of Theta Tau Fraternity, and the holder
thereof shall be 8 member of the Executive Council ex officio. The duties of this office will be of &
statistical, hnstoncal and ndvnsory nnmre as designated by the Executive Council. This office shall
d by the E ive Council. This office is to be held only by

carry a
ErichJ. Schndef [1954]
Sec. 13. The Executive Director shall be a member of the Executive Council ex officio. [1994]

Sec. 14. Each member of the Executive Council shall have only one vote. [1994]

Article VIII - The Chapter

Section 1. The officers of a chapter shall be a Regent, a Vice-Regent, a Scribe, a Treasurer, and a
Corresponding Secretary. Each officer shall be a student member in good standing and be elected by
a majority of all student members. The ballot shall be secret. [1988]

Sec. 2. The Regent, Vice-Regent, and Scribe shall be elected at such intervals as each chapter may
prescribe. The Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary of all chapters shall be elected at the middle
of the college year and shall hold office for one calendar year. The Executive Director shall be
notified of the election of the above named officers.

Sec. 3, The Regent shall appoint such other officers as are required by the Ritual.

Sec. 4. The Regent shall uuxc at lw: one Article of this Constitution to be read at all regular

so that the ) shall be read during the year. The Policy and other
sections omemonheRnuul shall be read at the second meeting of each term. The record of
these readings shall be entered in the minutes of the chapter.

Sec. 5. Each chapter must have bylaws not inconsistent with the Theta Tau Constitution or Bylaws,
a copy of said bylaws to be placed on file with the Executive Director.
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Sec. 6, Individual ch may incorp as such.

Sec. 7. To lawfully function as an official unit of this Fraternity, every chapter must have a charter
issued to those designated as charter members whose names shall appear thereon. The charter shall
be signed by the officers of the Executive Council and shall bear the Grand Seal of Theta Tau.
During the period between installation and receipt of its charter & new student unit shall function
under a letter of dispensation signed by the Grand Regent.

Sec. 8. Each chapter shall maintain a p headg [1995]

Article IX — Alumni Clubs and Associations

Section 1. Alumni clubs may be authorized by action of the Grand Regent, who shall have the
power to issue a letter of authorization to four or more alumnus members who apply for it

Sec. 2. The application for an alumni club must contain the proposed time and place for meetings,
which must be held at least once each year.

Sec. 3. Alumni clubs shall have no legislative power in the Fraternity.

Sec. 4. An alumni club, after two or more years of successful existence, may petition the Executive
Council for an alumni association charter. Such petition must be presented by not fewer than seven
alumni who have attended a majority of alumni club meetings for at least one year prior to the
presentation of the petition. The petition shall be in the form prescribed by the Executive Council.
[1968]

Sec. 5. No alumni association charter shall be granted to any group of alumni which has not
previously existed as an alumni club,

Sec. 6. No dumni uswuuon chmu shall be gunled 10 petitioners in any city or area where an
alumni has p ly been d by charter, and exists, without first obtaining
consent from such alumni association.

Sec. 7. Each alumni club or alumni association shall be governed by its own bylaws which must not
be contrary to the laws of Theta Tau, and a copy of which must be filed with and approved by the
Executive Director. [2000]

Sec. 8. An alumni association, to hold its charter, must hold regular meetings, and render an annual
repmwlhelinameml The. ive Council is emp d to decide whether or not an
iation is acting in conformity with the requi of this section.

Sec. 9. The Executive Council may suspend the charter of any alumni association if meetings are
not held for two consecutive years, or if the association is guilty of the violation of any of the Laws
and Customs of the Fratemnity.



Article X — New Chapters

Section 1. A chapter of the Fmemny may be enahhshed only in a school with at least one
bachelor’s or higher d: ing dited by the Accreditation Board
for Engineering and Technology or by the Canadian Accreditation Board except as otherwise
provided in Sec. 10 of this Article. [1980]

Sec. 2. A petition for a charter as a chapter of this Fraternity may be presented by not fewer than
twenty students eligible to membership as prescribed in this Constitution, This petition shall be in
the form prescribed by the Executive Council. [1988]

Sec. 3. Each petitioning body shall in its petition manifest its i ion of ing a
headquarters.

Sec. 4. A member of the Executive Council, or a member in good standing appointed by the Grand
Regent, shall inspect and report on the petitioning body. Any expense incurred shall be paid from
the national treasury.

Sec. 5. A four-fifths vote of the Convention shall be required to accept a petition for a charter.

Sec. 6. When a petition has been accepted, the Executive Director shall prepare a letter of
authorization to install a new chapter. After being signed by the Grand Regent and Grand Scribe,
the Executive Director shall then arrange for the installation, [2000]

Sec. 7. The signers of a petition who are initiated at the installation shall be classified on the chapter
roll as charter members. If not enough signers are present at the installation of the chapter to equal
the number specified in Section 2 of this Article, then a number of other members of the petitioning
body may be substituted to equal the required minimum and may be initiated as charter members.

Sec. 8. Honorary members of a local may be initiated as charter or alumnus members.

Sec. 9. Alumni of Theta Tau living in the same town where an organization has been chartered shall
have the privilege of voting, along with the Executive Council, on the alumni of such organization,
and their ballots shall have the same power as those of the student members of the new chapter.
Eligible alumni of a local that are elected to membership in Theta Tau shall be notified by certified
mail within three months after the chapter has been installed and if they have not signified their
desire to join within three months thereafter, they shall no longer be eligible to membership in Theta
Tau.

Sec. 10, Upon dation of the E ive Council, the Convention may by four-fifths vote
approve the petition for chapter status from a Theta Tau colony which has been operating in a
commendable manner for at least two years nnee m eemfunnn even though its school currently
has no bachelor's or higher degree-granting dited by the Accreditati
Board for Engineering and Technology or by the Canadian Accreditation Board. [1980]

Sec. 11. The pe(momng body should show strength in the following areas: professional
ity service, good interfraternal skills, visitations to other
d\nptm within its vicinity, and financial organization. [1988]
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Article XI - Fees and Dues

Section 1. Chapters shall remit to the Executive Director such fees and dues as are prescribed in the
Bylaws. (Refer to Chapter V) [2000]

Sec. 2. Alumni associations and clubs shall not be required to pay any fees or dues

Sec. 3. Alumni of a local which has received a Theta Tau charter shall pay the same initiation fees
as student members.

Sec. 4. The Executive Director shall not order a badge for any student, alumnus or honorary initiate
whose national initiation fee has not been paid. [1986]

Article XII - Ritual

Section 1. The Ritual of this Fraternity is a special part of this Constitution, and as such each
member is to observe and obey its provisions.

Sec. 2. No chapter of this Fratemnity has the right to change or revise any of the procedure of
initiation, or any of the other recognized forms and symbols of Theta Tau; nor make any additions to
same without consent of the whole Fratemity given through the Convention. Changes in Ritual,
however trifling, can be made only by the unanimous consent of the Convention. Ritual shall be
defined as consisting of:

Introduction

Instructions to Presiding Officers

Opening C & Closing C y for Meeting:
Pledging Ceremony

Parts I and I for Initiation Ceremony

Part 11 for Installation of Officers and for Visiting Members
Convention Opening and Closing Ceremonies

The Pre-Ci ion Opening C y and the Grand Chapter Memorial Service shall also be
Ritual. [1990]

Sec. 3. The formal opening and closing ceremony shall be used at all meetings of the Fraternity
except when anyone not a member is present.

Sec. 4. The Fraternity strictly prohibits hazing, any acts which may endanger the physical or mental
health or safety of members or nonmembers. [1991]

Sec. 5. Amendments to this Article can be made only by i vote of a C
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Article XIII - Constitution

Section 1. Amend to this Constitution can only be made by a four-fifths favorable vote of the
Convention, except where otherwise stated.

Sec. 2. Amend 1o this Constitution shall not be retroactive.

Sec. 3. The Constitution is for members only, but in a general way it can be explained to petitioners
or other candidates for membership.

Sec. 4. In printing or reprinting the Constitution and Bylaws and updating insertions therefor, the
Grand Regent is authorized to make corrections in wording and punctuation as he deems necessary
to clarify provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws. However, no correction may be made which

would change the sense of the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws. Actions taken pursuant to
this Section are subject to approval of the Convention. [1972]

Article XIV — Alumni Hall of Fame

Section 1. An Alumni Hall of Fame shall be established to recognize members who have excelled
within this Fraternity and/or their profession.

Sec. 2. The Director of the Alumni Hall of Fame shall be appointed by the Executive Council.
Sec. 3. The initial inductees to the Hall of Fame shall be Theta Tau's four Founders.
Sec. 4. Nominations and selection shall be as per Bylaws, Chapter X. [1986]

Sec. 5. The Judging Committee shall hold all nominations for a period of five years for continued
consideration for induction into the Alumni Hall of Fame. [1988]






ByLaws

Chapter I - Literature and Symbols
Part A - Ritual

Section 1. At initiations, the presiding officer may invite a past Regent, alumnus member,
Executive Council member, honorary member, or a visiting Regent to conduct part of the initiation
ceremony, provided only that the presiding officer shall make certain that such invited member has
familiarized himself with the part of the Ritual he is to read

Sec.2, Itis ded that at initiations the presiding officer wear a dark red robe and that other
officers participating in the initiation wear black robes. The E ive Council is authorized to
select official designs of robes for this purpose

Sec. 3. Every student initiate shall be examined individually at the next regular meeting following
his initiation regarding the secret matter of the Fratemity, the founding of his chapter, the names and
locations of all other chapters and alumni associations. The Regent shall appoint members to
instruct all initiates in secret matters.

Sec. 4. It shall be obligatory for every initiate of this Fratemity to memorize the short form of oath
that appears in the chapter roll. The repetition of this oath shall be the second question put in the
for the identification of a member.

Sec. 5. The following shall be printed on flyleaf of the Ritual: “This book must not be defaced, and
no notes, pencil or pen marks shall be made in any part of this Ritual. The penalty for breaking this
rule is a fine of $100. If a chapter loses its Ritual, it shall pay to the national treasury a fine of $100.
Upon receipt of said $100 the Executive Director shall issue a new Ritual to the chapter. During the
time that the chapter is without a Ritual, no initiation by that chapter shall be legal™ [1995]

Sec. 6. When a chapter is officially visited by a member of the Executive Council or by a duly
appoumed visitor, it shull bc required to produce its Ritual book for i mspeamn If this book is found
to contain any ized notes or lations of secret matter, or is otherwise defaced, it shall be
taken by the visitor and returned to the Executive Director.

Part B - Publications

Section 1. The national treasury shall pay the Editor-in-Chief of T/ Gear an honorarium of $150
per issue, not to exceed S600 per biennium. [1986]
Sec. 2. Each chapter and each alumni association shall send a letter to The Gear whenever requested
by the Editor-in-Chief. [1976]
Sec. 3. Nonsecret issues of The Gear may be sent to nonmembers,
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Sec. 4. The Fraternity shall issue a Pledge and Membership Manual which shall be for its members
and pledges only, and which shall contain all nonsecret matter concerning Theta Tau.

Sec. 5. The Executive Director shall issue a “shingle” or certificate of membership endorsed by the
Grand Marshal to each new initiste whose initiation fee has been paid and whose pledge has been
filed. Replacement shingles may be supplied in cases where originals are destroyed or lost. [2000]

Part C - Insignia

Section 1. The following insignia are official and can be ordered only through the Executive
Director:

The badge

The Gear pin

The pledge button

The official recognition button. [1994]

Sec. 2. Forms for ordering insignia are furnished by the E: ive Director. One of the copies is
kept by the chapter for reference, and the others are mailed to the Executive Director.

Sec. 3. If a member loses his official badge, he can have a duplicate ordered for him by sending a
statement of his loss to his chapter Treasurer or the Central Office. The statement should include the
name of his chapter, college year, and initiation number. The E: ive Director shall then have the
power to approve such an order on the official jeweler, [1984]

Sec. 4. The badge orders must contain the member's name as it is to appear on the badge, his
initiation number, and his class numeral. In case of honorary membership, the abbreviation “Hon."
is substituted for the numeral. Incomplete badge orders will not be transmitted to the official
jeweler.

Sec. 5. The Fratemity has appointed an official jeweler. It is unlawful for any member to buy
official insignia as specified in Section 1 from any other firm of jewelers.

Sec. 6. Orders for official jewelry must pass through the hands of the Treasurer of the chapter, must
be signed by him, and must be transmitted to the official jeweler, through and with the approval of
the Executive Director. Orders for official jewelry may also originate with the Executive Director.

Sec. 7. Other insignia can also be ordered on official forms through the Executive Director, but this
is not obligatory.

Sec. 8. The Executive Council should solicit and accept bids every four years from several jewelry
companies in order to procure a competitive price on badges. [1986]



Chapter Il - Membership
Part A - Honorary
Section 1. No chapter shall elect more than one honorary member for each fifty student or alumnus

initiates, or fraction thereof. To ensure compliance with all sections of this Chapter, a chapter must
confer with the Executive Director prior to the consideration of any candidate for honorary bership. [2000]

Sec. 2. Upon election of an honorary member by unanimous vote of a chapter, notice of this election
and a record of the candidate shall be sent by the Scribe to each alumnus and honorary member of
the chapter along with a ballot. [1994]

Sec. 3. At the same time notice shall be sent to the other chapters, the alumni associations, and to
the members of the Executive Council. These shall not have a vote on the candidate (except where
otherwise provided for in this Constitution or Bylaws) but they shall be consulted.

Sec. 4. In sending notice to its alumni, the Executive Council, the other chapters, and the alumni
associations as herein provided, the chapter shall quote the sections which govern its actions and, in
giving the required “record” of the candidate to be voted on, shall mention the following:

1. Full name and occupation of the honorary candidate.

2. His age and place of birth if obtainable.

3. The collegiate institutions he

F g the degrees ived, and the years when same
were granted.

4. His particular professional experience and activities.

5. The names of alumni or honorary members who may endorse him for membership,
together with quotations from such letters of endorsement

6. Membership in other organizations of any kind.

Sec. 5. Each Chapter should use extreme care in the selection of honorary members in order to
uphold the high dignity and esteem that this class of membership is meant to represent.

Sec. 6. If a chapter wishes to initiate an honorary member but canniot comply with all the sections of
this Bylaw, it shall submit the matter to the Grand Regent for final decision.

Sec. 7. Initiation shall not take place until all of the chapter's alumni have voted, or until a period of
sixty days has elapsed from the time notice was sent. Failure to vote on the candidate by any
alumnus shall be recorded as a favorable vote. Three le alumnus votes shall reject the candidate.

Sec. 8. No chapter shall initiate as an honorary member any former student or graduate of a college
or university where there was, or is, a chapter of Theta Tau, without first obtaining permission to do
so from said chapter. Failure to reply within 30 days shall forfeit the right to object. If the chapter is
inactive, permission to initiate must come from the Executive Council. Certified mail shall be used
for requesting such permission.

Sec. 9. Failure to comply with these sections governing the elections of honorary bers shall be
considered a violation of the Laws and Customs of the Fraternity. For the illegal election or
initiation of honorary members the Grand Scribe shall be obliged to bring charges against the
officers and members of the guilty chapter, leading to their expulsion, suspension, or such
punishment as may be recommended by the Executive Council.
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Sec. 10. No person is eligible to honorary membership who has not been known for at least two
years to the chapter proposing his election

Sec. 11. Honorary members of a chapter shall have the power to vote upon the prospective honorary
members, having the same status in voting as the alumnus members of the chapter,

Sec. 12. An honorary member of one chapter cannot become an honorary member of any other
chapter of Theta Tau

Part B - Student

Section 1. The limitation to students “regularly enrolled,” in Article V, Section 2, is meant to
exclude students who take only special or limited courses in engineering subjects, or whose chief
interests lic in lines other than those designated, and who take certain engineering courses as
subsidiary to their major work.

Sec. 2. A list of curricula that satisfy the requi of the Constitution (Article V, Section 2) will
be provided each chapter by the Executive Director.

Sec. 3. To add a new curriculum to the list of those that have been approved, a chapter must submit
the current school catalog that includes that curriculum to the Executive Council for its approval. It
should never be assumed that a curriculum taught by the engineering school will ically be
approved for membership by the Executive Council, but rather its eligibility is defined by
Constitution, Article V, Section 2. [2000]

Sec. 4. Any action taken is not necessarily a precedent for the future, either for the Fraternity as a
whole or for a chapter. By admitting bers of a petitioning body who are not strictly eligible, the
Fratemity would not be making students in a similar course nationally eligible

Sec. S, A chapter shall have the privilege of limiting its membership to one or more of the courses
of engineering eligible under Article V, Section 2 of the Constitution

Sec. 6. An undergraduate student member who wishes to be declared an alumnus member while
continuing to be enrolled at the institution where he was initiated may receive such status only
through four-fifths favorable vote of his chapter. The chapter must submit the matter to the chapter
Senior Adviser and then to the Grand Regent for their approval. The chapter Senior Adviser's report
must the chapter’s application to the Grand Regent. A graduate student may be declared
an alumnus member by majority vote of his chapter. The alumnus member shall pay his national
dues for that half year to the chapter Treasurer for remittance to the Executive Director. No member
may be permitted to achieve alumnus status unless he has been a member for at least six months as

an undergraduate or graduate. [1992]

Sec. 7. To be eligible for initiation, a student must meet the mini dards of schol
requirements at the college or university for graduation. No chapter shall adopt any bylaw or rule
whereby only students in some fraction scholastically over passing grade will be eligible to membership.

Sec. 8. In a chapter at an institution with a co-op program, a student member leaving the locale of
his campus for a period of industrial training may be declared inactive by his chapter for this period
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without having to make formal application as is normally provided for in Chapter II, Part B, Section
6, and pay semiannual dues only for that fraction of the semiannual period that he is on his own
campus, provided that the E ive Director is promptly infc d of such inactive status.

Sec. 9. Each chapter shall have jurisdiction, in the institution where it is located, over the conduct of
all members of Theta Tau whether they are members of the chapter or not

Sec. 10, The Grand Regent has the authority to declare a student member an alumnus at any time.
[1994]

Sec. 11. An undergraduate member who has been a student member of the Fratemity for at least 4
years may elect to assume alumnus membership in this Fratemity if his account is paid in full, by
submitting application request and fee to the Executive Director in the manner prescribed by the
Executive Council. Such a status change is only effective once approved by the Executive Director,
and once approved, such a member shall have all the rights of alumnus membership. [2000]

Part C — Alumnus

Section 1. Alumnus members who were not granted Alumnus Status by authority of Chapter II, Part
B, Section 6 of the Bylaws and wish to return to school where they were initiated are obligated to
resume student membership. [1993]

Sec. 2. A graduate member who enrolls in any college where a chapter is established, whether it be
his own or another, is not obliged to resume student membership.

Sec. 3. Alumni who re-enroll in college and do resume student membership shall have only the
status of student members.

Sec. 4. Alumni who enroll in any college where a chapter exists, and who desire to become affiliate
members of that chapter, shall be voted upon by all the student members by ballot separate and apart. More
than two dissenting votes shall be necessary to disqualify such an alumnus from affiliate membership.

Sec. 5. An alumnus member of an active or inactive chapter may affiliate with an active chapter in
the area in which he resides (as an alumnus member) if the affiliation is approved by the active
chapter with no more than two dissenting, and by the Executive Council. [1968]

Sec. 6. Alumnus members who were granted alumnus status by authority of Chapter II, Part B, Section
6, of the Bylaws and wish to resume student membership at the institution where they were initiated may
receive such status only through a four-fifths fuvorable vote from their chapter. The chapter must submit
the matter to the chapter Senior Adviser and then to the Grand Regent for their approval. The report of
the Senior Adviser must accompany the chapter’s application to the Grand Regent. [1993]

Part D - Competitive Organizations
Section 1. Whenever there is a doubt in the mind of a member as to whether or not a fratemity
which he has been asked to join is competitive with Theta Tau, he shall consult his chapter and the
Executive Council, stating clearly and accurately all the facts in the case.
17
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Sec. 2. The decision of the E: ive Council, when appealed to under the privileges of Section 1 of
this part shall be accepted as final

Sec. 3. The Executive Council shall have the right to declare Sigma Gamma Epsilon competitive at
any institution where the programs of the chapter of Sigma Gamma Epsilon and the chapter of this
Fraternity are similar,

Sec. 4. Members of the following national professional fraternities are not eligible to membership in
Theta Tau nor can our members join the same
Alpha Chi Sigma (chemistry) Sigma Beta Epsilon (engineering sorority)
Alpha Omega Epsilon (engineering sorority) Sigma Phi Delta (general engineering)
Alpha Rho Chi (architecture) Sigma Rho (mining, geology, metallurgy)
Kappa Eta Kappa (electrical engineering) Trangle (general engineering, science, &
Phi Sigma Rho (engineering sorority) architecture)
Scarab (architecture) [1995]

Sec. 5. Omission from this list shall not be taken as a declaration of eligibility for an organization
covered by another section of these Bylaws.

Sec. 6. All local professional engineering it ing th lves to one or more courses
are idered itive unless declared to be otherwise by the Executive Council

Sec. 7. To remove the name of s fmenmy from the competitive list shall require a four-ﬁﬁhs

favorable vote of the Ci a i vote of all chapters located at i
where such competitor has chxp(ers
Sec. 8. Organizati lassified as honor societies are, in general, not competitive with Theta Tau

[1977]

Part E — Pledging and Initiation

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Regent of a chapter to appoint a pledging committee to invite
eligible students to pledge Theta Tau.

Sec. 2. Before a man can be considered formally pledged, it is necessary that the provisions of the
Constitution regarding eligibility be complied with, and that the man receive the unanimous
favorable vote of the chapter by secret ballot.

Sec. 3. Upon request, the Central Office provides pledge forms to the chapters. It is obligatory that
each pledge sign this form. [1984]

Sec. 4. The pledge form should be hand:d to lhe pledgeman as soon as he has accepted our bid.
Any questions he may ask ib in other ities should
be answered at once. Ancmmulaoftheuumalexpenscmwnedbymembefshlpshnllbegvmw
each candidate before pledging.

Sec. 5. The forms must be witnessed by two student members, and the must be carefully examined
by the Regent, Scribe, and chapter Adviser. Should the answers indicated that the pledgeman may be




ineligible, or should his answers be incomplete, no initiation shall take place until the Executive
Director has been consulted and the permission of the Executive Council is obtained. The pledge
forms must be sent to the E ive Director i diately after pledging. [2000]

Sec. 6. Each pledge shall have his own personal copy of the official Pledge and Membership
Manual. The Manual, for which a nominal charge may be made, shall be given to the pledge
immediately after pledging and shall be supplied by the Executive Director.

Sec. 7. The pledging fee shall apply to all classes of membership. [1986]

Sec. 8. Before initiation, every pledge must pass a written inati pplied by the Fi ity
which shall cover the traditions of Theta Tau, insignia, names and locations of specified chapters,
Founders and national officers. The chapter Adviser or his agent shall administer the examination
The chapter officers and the Adviser shall establish the passing grade for this examination.

Sec. 9. Shingles and insignia shall not be sent to the initiates unless properly executed pledge forms,
badge orders and initiation fees have been received by the Executive Director.

Sec. 10. Chapters which do not carefully follow these regulations risk having the initiation of any
man or men declared unlawful.

Sec. 11. Ifa pledge is not initiated, this fact is to be reported to the Executive Director in a notice of
pending initiation and the pledge form shall be returned to the chapter for filling with notation
thereon why initiation of this man did not take place.

Sec. 12. Occasionally an individual will not take our prescribed form of oath because of religious
beliefs, No chapter or individual has any right to vary the form prescribed but the chapter concerned
shall ask such objector what form of obligation he considers morally binding and the chapter, at its
discretion, can then submit the matter to the Executive Council for a decision. No initiation shall
take place until the Executive Council has signified its consent in writing and has submitted a form
of obligation considered binding in lieu of our oath.

Sec. 13. Pledge forms for charter members must be certified by the Grand Scribe or an alumnus
acting for him. Charter members are not endowed with this right.

Sec. 14. It is the duty of every member of a chapter to protest the illegal election or initiation of any
member and to refuse to attend his initiation. It is also his duty to report such matters to an
Executive Council member.

Sec. 15. No chapter of this Fratemity shall pledge or initiate as a student member any man who has
been a student at a college where there is a chapter of Theta Tau without consulting said chapter as
to the candidate’s reputation and general eligibility to the Fraternity. To obtain the desired
information the chapter seeking it shall proceed as follows: Write a certified letter to the chapter it
wishes to consult. If no answer is obtained within 30 days of the time of mailing the first letter, the
chapter shall feel at liberty to take any action it may desire. The best policy for a chapter to pursue is
not to vote on a man until the other chapter has been consulted, but if voting has been done, any
member shall have the right to reopen the ballot by petition to the Regent. A candidate may have
been a student at a college where a chapter of Theta Tau existed at that time but has since become
inactive. In such case the chapter should consult the Executive Director. [2000]
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Sec. 16. A candidate for pledging or a pledge who has been elected by a chapter, to whom objection
is made in writing by any member of Theta Tau, shall not be bid, pledged, or initiated, until such
objection has been withdrawn, or has been found groundless by the Executive Council. If such
objections are filed with any national officer, he shall have the power to suspend pledging or
initiation by the chapter concerned until the Council has rendered its decision. [1968)

Part F — Affiliation

Section 1. A chapter is not obliged to affiliate a member of another chapter. If a member desires to
affiliate he shall be voted upon by the chapter at a regular meeting. More than two dissenting votes
shall be required to reject such a member from affiliate membership.

Sec. 2. After being elected by the chapter with which he wishes to affiliate, a member wishing to
affiliate shall write to his chapter asking for a letter of transfer. The member’s letter shall be
confined to that one subject.

Sec. 3. The chapter electing an affiliate shall write to the chapter from which transfer is desired
The Scribe of the chapter shall send a certified letter to the chapter to which the member belongs,
reading as follows: (Letter must be on official chapter stationery and must be confined to this
subject.)

To Chapter
Fraternal Greeting:

At a regular meeting of Chapter held on

Brother of Chapter was elected as an

affiliate in accordance with the provisions of our Bylaws, If he is a member of your

chapter in good standing we would be pleased to have you issue a letter of transfer in

the usual form so that we can record him as an affiliate on our chapter roll. The
g of Brother appears in the lower left-hand comer for

purposes of comparison with that on your chapter roll.

InH&T,

(Scribe)

(Signature and number of applicant)

Sec. 4. On receipt of both of these letters, the chapter to which the member concemed belongs shall
take action in regular meeting on the application, and if consent to transfer is voted by the chapter,
record of such action shall be recorded in the minutes and on the chapter roll of such transferring
member. Signatures on the chapter roll and on the letter of application for transfer must be



Sec. 5. The Scribe of the chapter shall then send a letter on Theta Tau stationery by certified mail
reading as follows:

To Chapter
Fraternal Greeting:
At a regular meeting of Chapter held on
your letter of stating that you had elected Brother
Roll No. of this Chapter as well as a

letter from Brother dated asking that we
grant transfer to him to your chapter, was read and considered by us.
You are hereby informed that Chapter granted such transfer of
Brother and that he is a member in good standing and has
fulfilled all of his duties as a brother should
Copy of this letter is being sent to Brother which he is
requested to countersign and present to you, and his letter to us is attached hereto for
comparison of signatures.

InH&T,

(Scribe)

A copy of this letter shall be sent to the Executive Director.

Sec. 6. A chapter is not obliged to grant a transfer to one of its members, but it is a fraternal
courtesy to do so if no reason against such action exists.

Sec. 7. Transfers must not be granted under the following conditions:
A The member desiring transfer owes money to his chapter or to any individuals therein, or
has obligations past due to a house association or other chapter subsidiary.
B. The member desiring transfer has been delinquent in other chapter duties and has not
completed such duties at the time he desires transfer,
C. Charges have been filed or are about to be filed against the member desiring transfer or
he is under suspension.

Sec. 8. Whenever a chapter refuses transfer the reasons therefore shall be sent to the chapter with
which the member desired to affiliate. Copy of such letter shall go to the Grand Scribe.

Sec. 9. An honorary member cannot be transferred or be elected for affiliation unless he becomes
eligible as a student member.

Sec. 10. If transfer is completed the new affiliate shall sign the chapter roll in the same manner as

any initiate, but he must not be given a number by his second chapter. His signature must show the
amednﬁnguthelenuofmfﬂmdmnbewitnusedbythepmpetomwsofhismchpw.
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Sec. 11. No chapter shall affiliate any member of another without giving the new member an
examination of the secrets of Theta Tau by a committee of three of its members who shall report the
result of this examination at the next chapter meeting, and this report shall be recorded on the
minutes.

Sec. 12 When further instruction is needed it shall be given to the new affiliate by any qualified
member of the chapter he has joined

Part G -~ New Chapters

Section 1. The petiti must indivi y pledge th lves in their petition as being free from
affiliations with iZati declared to be petitive with Theta Tnu If they are members of a
local engineering fratemity they may as such, individually and collectively, petition memb hip in
Theta Tau; and same being granted, they all allegiance to other petitive
with this,

Sec. 2. On receipt of a petition for a charter, a chapter, after investigation shall express its opinion
by ballot. A four-fifths majority of all the student members for granting the petition shall constitute
a favorable vote of the chapter. The result shall be transmitted to the Grand Scribe immediately,

Sec. 3. Alumni associations shall have a vote in the granting of charters to petitioners, but the vote
of such alumni association shall have only one-half the weight of the vote of a chapter.

Sec. 4. When a petition has been granted, the petitioners shall be informed at once by the Grand
Scribe.

Sec. 5. If the petiti are bers of a local fi ity, society, or club, they shall have the
privilege of initiating into Theta Tau such alumni of the petitioning organization as they desire, and a
list of these, with all necessary details, shall be sent at once to the Grand Scribe. The eligible alumni
shall be elected by a secret ballot on each individual separately and apart, and more than two
dissenting votes shall reject a candidate.

Sec. 6. Alumni who are elected as provided in Section S should be initiated by the members of the
new chapter, but may be initiated by any chapter of the Fraternity or in special cases by an alumni
association. They should have proper proof of their identity.

Sec. 7. Men eligible under Section 5 of Part G shall be initiated with Ritual for student membership
and after initiation shall be classified as alumnus members of the new chapter

Sec. 8. Only the chapter concerned can give permission to another chapter or an alumni association
to initiate an alumnus of an organization which has become a chapter of Theta Tau and such initiate
shall be recorded only on the rolls of the chapter of which initiate is an alumnus. Such record shall,
however, be witnessed by the officers of the chapter or association actually initiating him.

Sec. 9. The initiating chapter shall promptly send the page of its roll book, on which the initiate has

placed his signature, to the chapter for whom the initiation was performed. The initiate's number
shall conform to the number given him by the latter chapter.
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Sec. 10. Only a member of this Fratemity shall have the power to install a new chapter, the charter
for which has been granted as provided in these Bylaws.

Sec. 11. The installing officers or members shall show the proper credentials given by the Executive
Council of the Fraterity giving them the power to represent same at installation and shall present
the new chapter with a charter signed by officers of the Executive Council bearing the Grand Seal of
the Fratemity and stating the powers thereby conferred on the new chapter. A negative of a
photograph of each new charter, taken before the seal is affixed, shall be prepared and placed in the
national archives of the Fraternity. The national treasury shall pay all expenses of the installing
officers. Petitioning bodies shall be advised of this ruling. [1984]

Sec. 12. Faculty or “honorary” members of a local whose petition has been granted may be initiated
as charter members if such members of the petitioning body were actual organizers of same.

Sec. 13. No member of Theta Tau who is also a member of a local petitioning for a charter, shall be
initiated as a charter member, if a petition be granted to the local, nor shall he be named in the
charter of the new chapter. The only way he may become affiliated is by transfer of membership as
provided for elsewhere in the Bylaws.

Sec. 14. When a new chapter is very large the Executive Council shall designate the names of those
petitioners to appear on the charter.

Sec. 15. Any society or local which is petitioning for a charter, and is located on a campus where a
Theta Tau charter has been previously revoked, shall be required to follow the same procedures as
any other petitioner.

Part H - Colonies
Section 1. The minimum membership of a colony shall be ten men interested in participating in
establishing a Theta Tau colony which will ultimately petition for a charter as a chapter of Theta
Tau. [2000]

Sec. 2. Membership requirements for the colony shall not be i with the requis for
Theta Tau membership as listed in other Sections of the Constitution.

Sec. 3. The group which fulfills the requirements of membership in a colony shall petition the
Executive Council of Theta Tau for colony certification. The contents of the petition are to be
determined by the Grand Regent. The certification of a colony shall be at the discretion of the Ex-
ecutive Council.

Sec. 4. The colony shall be inspected at least twice in each biennium by the Regional Director in the
colony’s area, and at least once by an Executive Council member. Reports of these inspections shall
be made to the Executive Council.

Sec. 5. For each issue of The Gear, the colony shall submit a letter, in the same manner as chapters
of the Fraternity. [1968]



Sec. 6. A colony may be certified at a school which is not accredited by the Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technology, Inc. or by the Canadian Accreditation Board at the discretion of the
Executive Council only if the school is moving toward such accreditation. [1986]

Sec. 7. A colony of Theta Tau shall be required to pay the cost of the official colony pins received.
(1986]

Sec. 8. Naming of colonies shall be under a system of 1 as specified by the E:
Council.

Sec. 9. Any literature of Theta Tau, not deemed of a secret nature, shall be made available to the
colony as requested by it.

Sec. 10. Status of colony members shall be equal to that of pledges of Theta Tau

Sec. 11. Members of colonies shall be allowed to wear the official colony pin which shall he a
triangular gold shield bearing the letters “©T" in dark red. This pin shall be the same size as the
official pledge pin of Theta Tau. The Colony Pledge Pin displays a dark red gear wheel on a circular
gold field. [1994]

Sec. 12. A colony petitioning for a charter as a chapter of Theta Tau shall follow the procedure as
outlined in the Constitution, Article X, and Bylaws, Chapter II, Pant G

Sec. 13. The time limit for the existence of a colony shall be three years, at the end of which time
the colony shall automatically lose its Theta Tau affiliation. This colony may have its affiliation
extended by petitioning Theta Tau for another three-year colonization period, but this must be
approved by a four-fifths vote of the Convention.

Sec. 14. The Colony Ritual of Theta Tau shall be idered an official di as approved by
the Executive Council. [1988]

Chapter III - The Convention

Section 1. (a) Each student Delegate (or Alternate) must have proper credentials signed by the

and Scribe of his chapter to show that he is entitled to represent his chapter at the
Convention. All credentials must be on forms provided by the Executive Director. If the Regent or
Scribe is the Delegate (or Alternate) another officer shall sign the credentials in place of the officer
elected.

(b) Each Delegate (or Alternate) shall render a written report about his chapter to the
Convention. He shall supply a copy of this report to each Delegate and each national officer. He
shall submit a written, itemized expense account to the Grand Treasurer at the Convention.

Sec. 2. Credentials from an alumni association must be signed by its President and Secretary. If
President or Secretary is Delegate, another officer shall sign credentials in place of officer elected.

Sec. 3. If the national funds are not sufficient to defray C i P all ch except the
host chapter or chapters shall be d before the C ion is held.
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Sec. 4. The location of Conventions shall be chosen by the Executive Council.

Sec. 5. A complete report of all the business done shall be sent to each chapter and alumni
association by the Grand Scribe. Reports need not be sent to dormant alumni associations even
though charters have not been revoked.

Sec. 6. While the balloting at a Convention shall be done only by the Delegates and only in the
presence of members of the Fraternity; any member present may take part in the debate and may rise
to a point of personal privilege or point of information or order. Only those eligible to vote may
make and second motions

Sec. 7. No intoxicating liquor shall be d by anyone in d. at busi ings of
the Convention. [1986]

Sec. 8. Each chapter or alumni association wishing to present names for nomination to national
office shall send such names to the Executive Director not later than 30 days prior to date of
Convention.

Sec. 9. The location of a Convention shall not be changed later than 30 days prior to the date set for
holding it, and the date cannot be changed later than 30 days prior to original date decided upon.

Sec. 10, The amount that a chapter is in arrears on May 1st prior to a Convention shall be deducted
by the Grand Treasurer from the expense account of the Delegate from that chapter, provided that
this amount is not paid before the Convention is in session. Such action may be waived by a
majority vote of the Executive Council

Sec. 11. The Regent of each chapter shall submit the required forms, for that chapter's Delegate and
Alternate to the Convention, to the Executive Director not later than 45 days prior to the date of the
Convention. The chapter shall be fined $25.00 if it fails to comply with the above requirements.

Sec. 12. The Deleg w0 a G ion of the Fi ity, or a national meeting of any kind,
officially called, and to which they have been summoned in formal manner, shall be fined ten per
cent of their expense account for each and every regular business meeting they fail to attend; pro-
vided, however, that circumstances beyond their control, such as lateness of trains, accidents, or
extraordinary happenings shall not be charged against such tardy or absent members.

Sec. 13. Delegates and Al toa Cs ion shall be elected by the following procedure:

I£, after two ballots have been taken, no candidate has received the required three-fifths vote of the
members, the names of all candidates receiving less than 30 per cent of the total number of votes
cast shall be rejected; provided, however, that any member can call for a third ballot and it shall be
held. After the next succeeding ballot the names of all but the highest two shall be rejected, and
hereaft loting shall continue until one of said two candidates is elected. At all elections of a
Delegate to a Convention all members of a chapter must vote either in person or by written proxy.
SlidpmxyshallnmdwpmposeforwhichilissivenmdlhlllbeﬁledwitheSaibeorthe
chapter, The Regent of a chapter shall have the power to appoint the Delegate to a Convention in an
emergency, but only when his chapter is not in session and when neither the duly elected Delegate
nor the duly elected Alternate is able to serve. He should consult the other officers of his chapter if
possible. Such appointed Delegate must personally be in good standing and must present proper
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dentials of his appoi to the C ion, Delegates and Al must be selected from
student members who will remain student members through the next school term following the
Convention. [1984]

Sec. 14. The Grand Regent, with the concurrence of the Delegates to a Convention, shall have the
power to employ a stenographer to record the proceedings thereof, even though such stenographer is
not a member of this Fratenity,. None but members shall be present at any session of the
Convention in which ritualistic matters are discussed. Any Delegate wishing to present motions
which he deems inexpedient to do in the p of any but bers shall have the right to ask that
such nonmember stenographer be excused during such period and this shall be done. A nonmember
stenographer shall be put under oath not to reveal any of the proceedings of the Convention and to
give all original notes and copies thereof to the Grand Scribe. The compensation of any
stenographer shall be that fixed by the Convention.

Sec. 15. When the presence of a chapter Adviser or other member at a Convention is deemed
urgent, the Grand Regent shall have the power to order the expenses of such Adviser or member paid
by the Fratemity.

Chapter IV — Duties of Officers
Part A — National Officers

Sec(inn 1. While scvemgmy and legulanve power, together with control of finances, is vested
ily in the C ions this power resides in the Executive Council. The
functions of the Council shall be execunvc, judicial, legislative, and visitorial. It shall enforce the
Constitution and all other enactments and resolutions adopted by the Conventions. It shall have the
power to dectde all quemons arising in the Fratemzy, suspend charters, fill vacancies, to select
ignate ji ize alumni i suspend members, suspend officers,

demand resignati discipli or bers, reduce or reject claims for expenses, or take
any other action for the good of the chmnty. subjecl to the detailed provisions of the Constitution
and Bylaws, and subject to review and | of the next ding C . The assets and
property of Theta Tau shall he vested in lhe members of the Executive Council as trustees for the

Fraternity.

Sec. 2. In addition to the usual duties of a presiding officer and those prescribed by the Ritual, the
Grand Regent shall perform the following duties: he shall appoint, under the Grand Seal of Theta
Tau, another member of the Executive Council to preside at the Convention, when neither the Grand
Regent nor Grand Vice-Regent can attend; he shall call meetings of the Executive Council when
necessary, he shall install new chapters or appoint, in writing, a subsmule to act for him; he slnll
sign all resolutions of a Convention and formal notifications to and

appointing installation teams, with the attestation of the Grand Scnbe he shall investigate, or
appoint alumni to il igate problems of i llumm lations, violations of the laws of Theta
Tau, conditions at any chapter or petitioning i of such igations to be paid
by the national treasury; he shall represent the Fnlum:yandheshall render a written report to each
Convention. He shall also have the power to appoint chapter Advisers. [1980]

Sec. 3. In addition to the duties prescribed by the Ritual, llmendee-Regem:Mllpufomme
following duties: he shall act as Grand Regent on such as ions, when the
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Grand Regent is unable to officiate; he shall perform such other duties as may be imposed upon him by
the Grand Regent or the Executive Council; and he shall render a written report to each Convention.

Sec. 4. In addition to the usual duties of a secretary and those prescribed by the Ritual, the Grand
Scribe shall perform the following duties: he shall keep a record of business transacted by the
Executive Council and lhe Convention; he shall notify all chapters, alumni associations and national
officers of all C s, of installations of new chap and of ings of national importance
and interest; he shall promptly transmit to chapters, alumni associations and national officers all
lutions of the E ive Council or resol and offered by any chapter, alumni
association or member of Theta Tau, he shall have the power, during the mabumy to act of the Grand
Regent and Grand Vice-Regent, to appoint a member to inspect any petitioning organization, the
expense thereof to be paid by the national treasury, he shall perform such other duties as may be

imposed upon him by the Grand Regent; and he shall render a written report to each Convention
[2000]

Sec. 5. In addition to the usual duties of a treasurer and those prescribed by the Ritual, the Grand
Treasurer shall perform the following duties: he shall represent the Executive Council in all financial
matters and shall render an annual report on invested funds to same; he shall perform such other
duties as may be imposed upon him by the Grand Regent; he shall have financial records of the
Fratemity formally reviewed at least once every four years by a Certified Public Accountant; and he
shall render a written report to each Convention. [1970]

Sec. 6. In addition to the duties prescribed by the Rxmal the Grand Mmhll shall perform the
following duties: he shall be a member of the Credentials C at C i he shall
investigate and approve all Convention activities not within the duties of the other officers of the
Fraternity; he shall sign certificates of membership, keeping records of same; he shall perform such
other duties as may be imposed upon him by the Grand Regent; and he shall render a written report
to each Convention.

Sec. 7. In addition to the duties prescribed by the Ritual, the Grand Inner and Outer Guards shall
perform such other duties as may be imposed upon them by the Grand Regent or the Executive
Council and shall render written reports to each Convention,

Sec. 8. The national treasury shall pay the necessary expenses for the management of all national offices:

Sec. 9. The duties of a Regional Director shall be to di regional advise and
assist the chapters on chapter operation and Fraternity matters, make visits to chapters in his region
when so directed or when near them. He shall, where possible, promote extension in his region. He
shall perform such duties as the Executive Council may direct. He shall render a written report to
each Convention.

Sec. 10. The Archivist and Historian shall he appointed by the E ive Council. The Archivist
shall be responsible for collecting and the archives of the Fraternity. The Historian shall
be responsible for mamummg an up-lo-dlte hmory of the Fraternity, and shall render a written

report to each Ci g the historical events of the biennium.  The same member
may hold both of these positions.

Sec. 11. The Executive Director shall receive a salary and other benefits as determined by the
Executive Council from review of the Fraternity budget and financial condition, and may hold an
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Executive Council posmon if duly elected by the Convention. He shall regularly correspond with all

hapters and alumni ions and keep a record of their officers mnsmmlng a Im of same to the
other national officers; he shall conduct pond with prosp: he shall
amrange for visits by himself and by other national officers to clup(ers. alumni organizations and
schools thought to be potential chapter sites; he shall approve all orders for official badges and other
official insignia, as requested by the chapters or members. He shall purchase or approve the purchase
of materials required by the national Fraternity; he shall render a semiannual financial report to each
chapter, showing its indebtedness and shall require each chapter to render reports at appropriate
times, listing new initiates, student members, those recently becoming alumni, and alumni not in
good standing He shall submit to the Executive Council an annual financial report on the
Fratemity's operating fund. The Executive Director shall perform such other duties as the Executive
Council may direct, and shall render a written report to each Convention

Sec. 12, The Editor-in-Chief shall be responsible for the editing, printing, and distribution of 7he
Gear. He shall render a written report to each Convention. The duties of the other members of the
Board of Editors shall be advisory, consultative, and contributory.

Sec. 13. The Student Member of the Executive Council shall have, in addition to his Executive
Council duties, all duties as may be imposed by the Grand Regent or the Executive Council. [1970]

Sec. 14. The Delegate-at-Large shall act as an adviser to the Executive Council. [1980]
Sec. lS. The Grand Regem shall be empowered to appoint such persons to the following standing

Awards, C ion, Curricula, Education, Recruitment, Technology, Bylaw and
Ritual, and such others as may be approved by the Executive Council.

Sec. 16. Standing Committees shall serve in an advisory capacity and shall report at least annually
10 the Executive Council. They shall perform such specific duties as delegated by the Grand Regent,
Executive Council, or Convention in compliance with any policies and procedures which these
bodies may adopt to guide committee members.

Part B - Chapter Officers

Section 1. The Regent shall preside at all meetings, initiate all pledgemen, appoint all committees,
witness the records of all initiates and fulfill such other obligations as may be imposed upon him by
the chapter, He is responsible for the Charter, Ritual, Constitution, and chapter roll book

s«. 2. The Vwe-kageu shall assist in the fulfillment of the Regent's responsibilities and execute
y be imposed by the chapter. The Vice-Regent shall take the place of the
Repu( when the llegem is unable to officiate. [1995]

Sec. 3. Th&:ibeshnkeeplhdxmummmmzmdsohll pledges and initiates, keep
the minutes, keep up with the E: ive Director, notifying him of pending
mimﬁou.nﬁmnWw@ldgd.ofdewnmofoﬁmmdofﬁnmaddmmd
other data on new alumni, and shall perform any other duty the Regent may require of him.

Sec. 4. meMlkewlhchlquwﬁmndmwrdg«dudl insignia through
the Executive Director, make | dues pay to the E: ive Director no later than
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March 15 and November 1 of each year, send to the Executive Director the full name, chapter, and
class of each new initiate, together with national initiation fee and price of badge, and shall collect
national initiation fee from each new initiate before initiation. [1991]

Sec. 5. The Corresponding Secretary shall diligently correspond with the other chapters, the alumni
associations, the Executive Director, and the alumni of the chapter; shall be the chapter's
correspondent to he Gear, and shall keep the chapter alumni record up-to-date.

Sec. 6. The Regent and Scribe of each chapter shall, between April 1st and May 1st of each year,
render a report of the chapter. Such report shall be on the form prescribed and furnished by the
Executive Council, and shall be mailed to the Executive Director.

Sec. 7. The following data shall be given in the annual report along with any other information
requested on the prescribed form:

Total number of initiates.

Total number of student members.

Scholastic standing of the chapter

Financial standing

List of delinquent alumni.

Detailed descriptions of new competitors

Relation with chapter alumni.

Interest taken by llumm in clupler problems,

Names of b d since previous report and add of their nearest kin together

with all data available.

Permanent address of chapter.

Professional activities.

List of men elected to honor societies.

Suggestions for the good of the organization.

Sec. 8. The Executive Council may impose a fine of twenty five dollars on all chapter officers
failing to render reports to the national Fraternity as required by various sections of this Part. The
Regent and Treasurer shall be jointly responsible for all financial reports and for the transmission of
fees and dues. The Regent and Scribe shall be jointly responsible for all general reports. The
Corresponding Secretary shall be responsible for the chapter letter for The Gear. [2000]

Sec. 9. No member should be elected as Regent until he has been a member of a chapter for at least
one term. One term shall be defined by each chapter. If possible he should have acted in another
official capacity prior to his election as Regent. [1986]

Sec. 10. Each chapter shall approve a tentative schedule M calendar of wenu for the following
areas of chapter operation: Rushing, Pledging, P ity Service, and
Social/ Brotherhood. Such schedules shall be proposed for considerati ulr.lupler ings prior to
the beginning of each semester or school yw [2000]

Chapter V — Fees and Dues

Section 1. For each student initiate, a chapter shall send to the Executive Director as payment to the
national Fraternity a fee of $75 plus the price of the badge. Such monies shall be collected in
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advance. If the initiation fee is postmarked more than 2 weeks from the date of initiation, a fine of
$25 per initiate must be paid by the chapter. [1995]

Sec. 2. New chapters shall send to the Executive Director as payment to the national Fratemity an
installation fee equal to the student initiate fee specified in Section 1, for each charter member,
honorary member, and alumnus of that local who is subsequently initiated into Theta Tau. Initiation
fees must be collected in advance. [1981]

Sec. 3. Each chapter shall semiannually send to the Executive Director as payment to the national
Fraternity the sum of $80 for each member on the chapter roll. Semiannual dues deadlines shall be March
15 and November 1 of each year. A discount of $10 per member shall be applied to all semiannual dues
paid before their payment deadline. [1995; effective 1996] [See Section 11 of Chapter 5.]

Sec. 4, For each honorary initiate, a chapter shall send to the Executive Director as payment to the
national Fraternity a fee equal to that in Section 1. [2000]

Sec. 5. The chapter shall pay all fees and exp (including the badge) q 1o the initiati
of an honorary member.

Sec. 6. Every chapter shall include the price of the badge in the initiation fee it charges new student
and alumnus members. The installing officer shall collect the fee of charter members. [1984]

Sec. 7. This Fratemnity shall use its funds only to plish the objectives and as
specified in the Conmlunon and Byllws and no part of said funds shall inure orbe dmnbuxed to the
bers of the F . On dissolution of the Fi ity, any funds ining shall be distributed

to one or more regululy orglmzed and qualified educational organizations to be selected by the
Executive Council, [1978]

Sec. 8. At the time of pledging, each chapter and colony shall collect a non-refundable fee of $30
from each pledge. This payment shall be sent to the Executive Director with the pledge form, If
forms are postmarked more than two weeks after the date of pledging, the amount to be remitted by
the chapter shall be double the original fee. [1991; effective 1992]

Sec. 9. Each colony shall i y send to the E ive Director as payment to the national
Fratemnity a sum equal to the pledgmg l'ee specified in Section 8 for each member on the colony roll
Semiannual dues deadlines shall be March 15 and November 1 of each year. [1991; effective 1992]

Sec. 10. All dues and fees are to be paid in U'S. currency. [1988]

Sec. 11. Dues will be raised an additional S5 from the sum aforementioned in Section 3 if total
chapter student membership is not greater than 1,000 by June 1, 1997. [1995]

Chapter VI— Discipline

Section 1. For breaking any of the Laws and Customs as defined in the Constitution and Ritual of
Theta Tau, willfully disobeying the orders of his chapter or the orders of the Executive Council,
intentionally disclosing the secrets of the Fraternity, aiding or helping its enemies, or in any other
way acting in an unfi I manner in violation of the oath of membership, 8 member may be

30




expelled from the Fraternity and deprived of all rights and privileges of membership, and his record
in his chapter’s roll annotated to show details of action taken.

Sec. 2. A chapter shall have the power to investigate the conduct of its student members whenever it
sees fit. A majority vote of the student members of the chapter is required to file charges and hold a
trial. Copies of all charges against a member shall be submitted to all members of the Executive
Council and to the accused by certified mail at least 30 days before the trial is held. This letter shall
include the name, roll number, the date of the trial, and the charges against the member. The acting
Regent shall preside at this investigation and it shall be his duty to appoint two members to
prosecute the accused member. The accused member shall have the privilege of defending himself
and of employing two counsels to aid him in his defense. These counsels shall be selected from the
members of the Fratemity; and all student members of the chapter not directly concerned in the trial
shall constitute a jury, and all shall render a decision, and the acting Regent shall impose the penalty.
The trial must be held on the date previously specified in the letter of notification, and a vote taken,
regardless of the accused member's lack of desire to oppose the proceedings, if such be the case.
The trial may be postponed upon mutual of the chapter and the member charged, but
notice of the postponement must be sent to the Executive Director. Should the offense warrant
expulsion, every member of the chapter shall be present either in person or by proxy. A chapter
cannot suspend a member unless a trial is held or unless the accused notifies the Executive Director
of the decision to waive his right to trial. If the accused waives his right to trial, the Executive
Director shall notify his chapter of same The chapter may then proceed directly to jury
deliberations to decide upon the appropriate punishment as outlined in this chapter. [2000]

Sec. 3. A four-fifths majority of the jury of student members is required to suspend a member. The
suspended member shall be notified of the trial results by certified mail. The chapter must also
inform all members of the Executive Council of the trial results and demonstrate the member was
properly suspended. A suspended member shall have the right to appeal the suspension to the
Executive Council. [1993]

Sec. 4. While the chapter has the power to discipline its student members as provided for in this
Constitution or Bylaws, such power is not vested exclusively in the chapter. Any member,
members, chapter, or alumni association can file charges against any member, members, chapter, or
alumni association with the Executive Council, or with the national Convention, and when this is
done, the chapter or alumni association to which the member or members belong may no longer
have any jurisdiction, but jurisdiction may be vested entirely in the higher judicial power whether it
be the Executive Council, or the national Convention. It will be at the discretion of the higher
judicial power to accept or remand back to chapter or alumni association the charges under
consideration. Whenever such charges are filed with the Council or when information on the
unfraternal conduct of any member, chapter, or alumni association reaches the Executive Council, it
shall investigate the matter and may suspend a member or the charter of a chapter or alumni
association, The decision of the Council shall be subject to review only by the national Convention.
If the trial is held at a Convention, the Grand Regent shall appoint the prosecuting officer subject to
the approval of the accuser, and the accused shall have the right to counsel. All shall be members of
the Fraternity. Where a chapter is accused, its Delegate shall not have a vote and all other Delegates
shall constitute the jury. [1981]

Sec. 5. If a member is suspended, the chapter has the authority to demand the return of his badge
(and other insignia, manual, shingle, etc ) provided that he be refunded the price ofsqne. and said
badge (ctc.) shall be retained by the chapter until such time as the suspended member is reinstated.
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The chapter shall immediately notify all members of the Executive Council. After a period of 90
days has elapsed the Executive Council may declare the right of appeal forfeited

Sec. 6. A chapter can suspend a student member for nonpayment of dues, failure to attend meetings,
etc., and may discipline the member in other ways if thought proper, such as but not limited to: fines,
official reprimands, and also the revocation of a member's chapter privileges. The revocation of
privileges and duration shall be decided by the chapter with at lcasl a two-thirds favorable vote ol'all
student members. No member of this fratemnity shall be under an indefini of

As unfraternal conduct has been charged against the suspended member, he shall be brough( to trial
as herein provided and shall be cited to appear within twelve months of the date of suspension and
not later than the next national Convention. [1993]

Sec. 7 When a member is expelled formal notice may be sent by the Grand Scribe to such of the

ng as may be
All nlumm lhrough The Gear. All national officers.
All chapters of Theta Tau. All alumni associations.

Sec. 8. Charges against a chapter made by any member to the Executive Council shall be
investigated by the Council. If the Council votes to suspend the charter of the accused chapter, its
charter may be revoked by a four-fifths vote of the Convention. After a charter has been suspended,
charges may be brought against individual members of that chapter by the Executive Council.

Sec. 9. Every disciplinary action by the chapters shall be revi by the E: ive Council. When
a member is recommended for expulsion by a chapter he shall stand suspended until final decision is
rendered by the next national Convention, unless the chapter rescinds its action with approval of the
Executive Council.

Sec. 10. Subject to the approval of the Convention, the Grand Regent or any member of the
Executive Council acting in his behalf, shall have the following unquestionable powers in any and
all cases involving the violations of the Laws and Customs of Thm Tau, dlsloyuhy. negligence of

officers of a chapter, or diverting the property of F: y to unl | uses, to wit:
Suspension of any accused member or members.
Suspension of any charter.

Confiscation of all insignia or Fraternity property.

Sec. 11. Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as limiting in any way the full power of the
Executive Council to request the resignation of any officer, declare the suspension of any member or
to suspend the charter of any chapter or alumni association, for violation of any part of the
Constitution or breaking any of the Laws and Customs of Theta Tau, or to declare null and void an
unlawful election.

Sec. 12. Subject to the written approval of the Grand Rzgen!. a C-hlplcf by a four-fifths f‘:vouble
vote, may exclude any of its ak bonmy from pation in chapter H
The reason for such proposed disciplinary action shall be fully explmned to the Grand Regent.

Sec. 13. An expelled member may apply for reinstatement at any time by petition to the Grand
Repm, lmmplmed by such cvsdenee as he may care to present to support his petition. In case

i the E ive Council, his petition for re-instatement shall be
sdmmed to the Executive Council by the Grand Regent for action. In case expelled was originally
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suspended by a chapter, his petition for reinstatement shall be submitted to the chapter to which he
belonged, and to the chapter at which he was initiated if different from his chapter, by the Grand
Regent. If said chapters or Executive Council, as the case may be, approve his reinstatement by
unanimous secret ballot, the action shall be reported in writing and together with all papers
connected with the case, including the testimony and findings of the trial, shall be submitted to the
next C ion for approval. If app: d by a four-fifths vote of the Convention, the expelled shall
be restored to membership, and such order shall be recorded in the Minutes of the Convention, the
chapter or chapters, and the chapter roll or rolls.

Sec. 14. When a member has been suspended by a chapter, he can be restored to full membership by
four-fifths favorable vote of the chapter, subject to approval of the Executive Council.

Sec. 15. A suspended member, or one whose expulsion has been ded by a chapter to the
Executive Councill, has no Theta Tau rights except the right of appeal

Sec. 16. The Executive Council may expel a suspended member after suitable investigation. [1993]

Sec. 17. Resignation of membership in Theta Tau is not permitted. [1984]

Chapter VII — The Chapter
Part A - Chapter Finances
Section 1. Every student member must pay dues in advance of the date due.

Sec. 2. Where a house is operated, no member shall be given credit for more than thirty days.
Thereafter house privileges shall be refused until full settlement is made

Sec. 3. Every member must pay his account in full before leaving college or at the end of each
college year, or, if he cannot pay in full, he shall give a note of the customary ironclad form to run
not over one year.

Sec. 4. Delinquent members who deliberately refuse to pay their debts shall be expelled.

Sec. 5. An auditing committee shall be appointed by each chapter which should consist of alumnus or
honorary members, and this committee shall audit the books annually or at least as often as there is a
change of officers, shall then settle all disputes on accounts, and shall draw a ledger balance, a copy of
which shall be sent to the national officer having charge of alumni matters and finances of chapters.

Sec. 6. A chapter shall use its funds only to iplish the objectives and purp specified in the
national Constitution and Bylaws, and no part of said funds shall inure or be distributed to the

bers of the F ity. On dissolution of the chapter, any funds, leases, or other property, real or
p 1 ining after ding debts are satisfied, shall be given over to the Executive
Council for safekeeping. Outstanding debts will be defined by an audit of said chapter's financial
records by the Executive Council. All chapter funds and securities shall be held, commingled with
the Founders Fund, but accounted for separately, for the purpose of reestablishing the chapter for a
period of five (5) years after which the principal and income so held for said chapter shall pass to the
Executive Council to be used at its discretion. [1980]
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Sec. 7. Chapter funds shall not be used for the purchase of alcoholic b ges or lled
substances. A member is solely responsible for the q of providing i 2
or controlled substances to himself or others. [1994]

Part B - Chapter Equipment

Section 1. Each chapter shall have a charter, a copy of the Constitution, a copy of the Ritual, a roll
book of prescribed form, a Bible, the coat of arms, stationery with Theta Tau letterhead, a ledger for
accounts, and a minute book, and such other materials as may be necessary for canductmg its
busil All ch must use stationery with Theta Tau letterhead for Fratemnity cor

Sec. 2. Every chapter shall, in its own name, maintain a permanent address such as a post office box
or a street address where mail can always reach it, such address to be published in The Gear in
addition to the names and addresses of such officers as may be given therein

Sec. 3. Each chapter shall establish and maintain at as early a date as possible a permanent
headquarters, such headquarters to be in form of the usual fraternity house or a club room, as may be
most expedient or convenient for the chapter. Such headquarters shall be for the exclusive use of the
said chapter. Each chapter shall submit to the E ive Director for approval a policy whereby the
necessary funds may be collected for this purpose. [2000]

Sec. 4. The jon or use of alcoholic b or lled sub at any Fraternity
activity shall be in compliance with all federal, state, local and university regulations, [1991]

Sec. 5. Intoxicating beverages shall not be consumed during chapter meetings. [1994]

Part C — House Associations

S«ﬂon l Every dupier mmrponnng or otherwise organizing an association for the purpose of

lated in the Policy of Theta Tau, shall submit copies of the articles
of | incocpomion and nll other regulations governing such corporations or associations to the
Executive Council for its approval.

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall have the privilege of acquiring membership in any house
association or corporation and the Grand Vice-Regent shall act as its representative subject to
approval of the Grand Regent. The Grand Vice-Regent shall keep in active touch with the officers
of such associations or corporations and act as their adviser.

Sec. 3. Whenever the law permits, the articles of incorporation of every house association or
corporation shall provide that membership in same shall cease when membership in the Fraternity
ceases from any cause whatsoever; and that there shall be no restitution of subscriptions or
contributions.

Sec. 4. The articles of every house association or corporation shall plainly state that the association
ucwpomwammsohlyfonhebuwﬁt of’l'hcuT:unMusmunbeu Any attempt to divert the
of such izations to any fr ity other than Theta Tau shall be
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considered a violation of the Laws and Customs of the Fraternity and the Grand Regent shall have
the power to suspend any member or members guilty of such attempts and shall bring charges of
dlsloyalty against them. If such charges are sustained by the Executive Council, they shall be

itted with the dations of the E ive Council, to the chapter or chapters to which
the accused members belong or to the Convention.

Part D - Chapter Roll

Section 1. Every initiate must be given a number on this roll. The number so given must coincide
with that on the badge order and report of initiation.

Sec. 2. Names and numbers on badge order and initiation report must be compared with information
on the chapter roll to assure accuracy.

Sec. 3. Affiliates from another chapter are not given a number by the chapter they are joining. In
place of the consecutive number given to an initiate, the name of the chapter from which the affiliate
has been transferred and the number he received from that chapter should be inserted

Sec. 4. Numbers should be consecutive but if a number is missed it can later be given to some
subsequent initiate, preferably an honorary or alumnus member. It is important that the last number
issued represent the total number of men actually initiated by a chapter.

Sec. 5. Chapter roll pages contain the following heading:

Initiate No

In the blank space before the word “initiate” shall be inserted the class of membership, i.e.: “charter”
for a charter member, “honorary” for an honorary member, “affiliate” for an affiliate from another
chapter, “student” for a student member, or “als for an all of a local iving a charter
who would have been classed as “student™ had he been a student at the time of installation,

Sec. 6. Faculty or honorary members of a local who are eligible as charter members will sign the
roll as “charter” members.

Sec. 7. Charter members shall be those student, alumnus, or faculty members of the local who
deserve this distinction by having been instrumental in achieving affiliation with Theta Tau, as
determined by the petitioning body, and who signed lhe petition. All other members of the petition-
ing body shall be classified as student or as approp

Sec. 8. It is important that the records of each man be completed at the time of initiation. (Refer to
Part I of Ritual). All the data requested must be furnished.

Sec. 9. The roll must be signed, dated and witnessed at the time of initiation.

Sec. 10. If the Regent or the Scribe is absent, those acting for them must sign. If the presiding
officer is a visitor, he must also sign the record of each member. A temporary officer, acting for an
absentee, shall put a circle around the sign of office to indicate his temporary status. Additional
sheets for the chapter roll are to be provided by the Fraternity.
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Sec. 11. Ifa member is transferred to another chapter, such action must be recorded on his roll page and
must be signed by an officer of the chapter. The date of transfer so recorded must be identical with the
date on the letter of transfer transmitted to the chapter with which the member expects to affiliate.

Sec. 12. Itis desirable that the date of death of any member be recorded on his roll page.

Sec. 13. No page in the chapter roll book should be destroyed. If a member is expelled, the action
shall be recorded on his roll page. It is desirable to give as much detail as possible

Sec. 14. The record of an alumnus of a petitioning body shall be witnessed by the officers actually
initiating him. The record must in all cases be sent by certified mail to the chapter to which alumnus
belongs and must be inserted in the roll of that chapter
Sec. 15. Since every member is to memorize the oath in the chapter roll, it is imperative that
honorary and alumnus members be given a copy of the oath at the time of initiation

Chapter VIII - Alumni Associations

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the President of each alumni association to render an annual report

to the Executive Director covering the activity of the , eng g employ
opportunities, etc. [2000]
Sec. 2. If a charter of an alumni iation is suspended as provided for in the Constitution, charges

against individual members of said association can he brought as provided for in the Bylaws
Charges should be filed with the Executive Council or a Convention

Sec. 3. An alumni association shall have the right to defend itself before the Executive Council or a

C ion by p I rep ion or by proxy, but only by members of this Fraternity

Sec. 4. An honorary member may rep: an alumni iation as Delegate, or in any other
official capacity.

Sec. 5. To have a voting rep ive at a Ci jon, an alumni iation must have at least

seven members, hold meetings at least once a year, and must comply with Section 1 during each
year of the previous biennium it has been in existence.

Sec. 6. Delegates from an alumni association shall be elected by not less than a three-fifths vote of
all members attending the meeting at which such election takes place. The names of possible
Delegates shall be mentioned in notices of meeting  All members of the association must be notified
of such meeting. Their written vote or proxy shall count as if they themselves were present.

Sec. 7. When an alumni association has been requested to vote upon any matter the vote must be
returned to the Executive Director within a thirty day period. If such an association does not send in
a vote within a thirty-day period the right to vote shall be considered forfeited. [2000)

Sec. 8. Membership in alumni iations is strictly confined to all or honorary members.
Membership in any alumni association shall be open to initiates of any chapter who reside in the area
served by that alumni association.
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Chapter IX — Constitution and Bylaws

Section 1. Amendments to these Bylaws can only be made by a two-thirds favorable vote of the
Convention, except where otherwise stated.

Sec. 2. Amendments to these Bylaws shall not be retroactive.

Sec. 3. If a chapter loses its copy of the Constitution, the Executive Director may replace it by
another copy for which the chapter shall pay $50. [1988]

Sec. 4. The Fraternity will pay the sum of $10.00 to anyone returning a lost copy of the Constitution
to any of its chapters.

Sec. 5. The Constitution is the property of the national Fraternity and is loaned to the chapters, alumni
associations, and officers. It is to be returned to the Executive Director when such return is demanded.

Sec. 6. The Grand Regent shall mmpm the Conmmnon and Bylaws of the Fraternity whenever
there is a question as to the exact or ion of any section. [1968]

Chapter X — Alumni Hall of Fame
Part A -~ Nominations

Section 1. Each chapter, each alumni association, and the Executive Council with the Regional
Directors may nominate up 1o two alumni candidates in any one year. [1991]

Sec. 2. In order to be eligible for ideration, every ination shall be itted to the Director
of the Hall of Fame at least 6 months prior to the next national meeting,

Sec. 3. inations are to be typewritten and should include as many details as deemed necessary
0 in the hiness of the candidate. [1986]

Sec. 4. The Director of the Hall of Fame shall distribute a list of all nominees’ names, addresses,
chapters, and roll numbers to each nominating body within 30 days after the nominating deadline, [1988]

Part B - Selection

Section 1. The Judging Committee shall consist of the Director of the Hall of Fame and others
appointed by the Grand Regent. [1988]
Sec. 2. New members shall be selected solely by the Judging Committee.

to his

Sec. 3. hi of a candidate shall be d ined by the 3
profession and/or fratemity.

Sec. 4. There shall be a limit of 5 inductees in any one year. [1986]
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Part C ~ Recognition

Section 1. Each inductee shall receive a certificate signed by the Grand Regent and the Director of
the Hall of Fame recognizing his achievements.

Sec. 2. The name of each alumnus selected for membership shall be engraved on a plaque which
shall remain at the national offices and travel to each Conference/Convention

Sec. 3. One inductee from each year may be invited by the judging committee to attend the

following year's meeting as a guest speaker with lodging and meals paid by the National Fraternity.
[1986)
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