
Constitution

ot

IEbeta IEatt





90

cThis Copy is the cProperty o f

N O T E — “T he Constitution is for members only."

Chap. II, Art. X 1 Sec. 4.





C O N S T I T U T I O N

O F

T H E T A  T A U

W R IT T E N  BY E. J. S C H R A D E R , A L P H A  '05  

GRAND REGENT

(A s revised and accepted at FirA National Convention of the Fraternity, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, February 23, 24, and 25 , 191 I)

Printed under the supervision of the Grand Treasurer



Copyright 1911 
by

B. B. Walling



C H A PTER  I.

A  chapter dealing with the purposes of, eligibility in, honorary mem

bership of, alumni associations and expansion of the fraternity in general.



ARTICLE I.
S e c . I. The name of this fraternity shall be T H E T A  T A U .
S e c . 2 . I t shall have a G rand Seal bearing the device of the Coat 

of Arms of the fraternity and inscribed “ G rand Seal— T heta T a u "  and 
this shall be affixed to all instruments issued by or under the authority 
of the officers o f the fraternity.

A R T IC L E  II.
Se c . I. Membership in this fraternity shall at all times be limited 

strictly to males of white birth.

A R T IC L E  III.
Se c . I. T he  object of this fraternity shall be to unite its members 

in fraternal fellowship, to endeavor by thought and deed to bring about 
a high standard, both ethically and technically, among engineers; and 
especially as to its membership.

A R T IC L E  IV.
Se c . I. Active membership in this fraternity shall be limited to 

regular students of either Civil. Mechanical. Electrical or Mining or 
Metallurgical Engineering; and honorary membership shall be limited to 
men actively following one of the above named professions, or teaching 
a  technical subject in a recognized engineering college where there is an 
active chapter of this fraternity.

S ec . 2 . N o chapter of this fraternity shall be established at any 
college or university where mining or metallurgical engineering is not

Se c . 3. Exceptions to this article can be made only by unanimous 
vote of the active chapters.

A R T IC L E  V .
Se c . I. Honorary members shall be elected only by the active 

chapters.
S e c . 2. A  chapter can initiate but one honorary member to twenty- 

five initiates (exclusive of honorary initiates) on its chapter roll.



S e c . 3 . Upon election by unanimous vote of the active chapter, 
notice of this and a record of the candidate, shall be sent by the Scribe 
to each alumnus of the chapter.

Se c . 4 . Notice shall at the same time be sent to the other active 
chapters and to the Alumni Associations, although these shall have no 
vote on the candidate, but should be consulted.

S e c . 5. Unfavorable vote of three alumni of a chapter presenting 
a  candidate for honorary membership in Theta T au , shall black-ball 
the candidate.

S ec . 6. Initiation cannot take place until all of the chapter’s 
alumni have voted. O R  a period of S IX T Y  days has elapsed from 
the time notice was sent. F A IL U R E  T O  V O T E  on the candidate 
by any alumnus shall be recorded as a favorable vote.

S ec . 7. N o chapter shall initiate as honorary member any former 
student or graduate of a college or university where there was a chapter 
of T heta T au , without first obtaining permission to do so from said

A R T IC L E  V I.
S ec . I. A  student eligible to active membership in T heta T au 

as provided for in this Constitution, can be elected only by unanimous 
vote of the active chapter.

S ec . 2. T he name of a  rejected candidate can be presented again 
by any active member of the active chapter at any time.

S e c . 3. Candidates for active membership must be over eighteen 
years o f age.

A R T IC L E  V II.
S e c . I. N o  member of this fraternity, active or honorary, shall 

be a member of any other national college engineering fraternity, society 
or club with fraternal bonds, without thereby forfeiting his membership 
in T heta T au , and members of such organizations as classified above 
shall be ineligible to membership in this fraternity.

Se c . 2. N o member of this fraternity shall be a member of any 
local college engineering fraternity, society, or club with fraternal bonds, 
without thereby forfeiting his membership in T heta T au . and members 
of organizations as classified in this Section shall be ineligible in this 
fraternity.

S e c . 3. Members of local college engineering fraternities, societies 
or clubs with fraternal bonds, existing at colleges where there is no



chapter of T heta T au . can be elected to membership in this fraternity, 
provided, however, that if a  chapter of T heta T au  be later established 
at such college, such initiate or candidate pledge himself to resign from 
his former local fraternity and acknowledge allegiance to this fraternity

S e c . 4. Members of T heta T au  shall not be members of local or 
national college C L A SS engineering fraternities or fraternal organiza
tions of limited scope of any kind, without first obtaining the unanimous 
consent of their chapter; provided, however, that such consent does not 
conflict with the stipulations of the previous sections of this article.

S e c . 5. T he sections of this article do not apply to honorary fra
ternities of any kind.

SEC. 6. W henever there is a doubt in the mind of a member that 
a fraternity to which he has been bid is competitive with T heta T au  as 
coming under the previous sections of this article, he should consult his 
chapter and if this cannot come to a unanimous decision, the Execu
tive Council should be consulted, all the facts in the case being clearly 
stated.

SEC. 7. The decision of the Executive Council, when appealed to 
under the privileges of Section 6 of this article, shall be accepted as final.

Se c . 8 . A  candidate, active or honorary, must pledge himself, on 
his word of honor, to carry out the provisions of this article before he 
can be pledged, and the committee or member appointed to bid him 
must report on this at the next chapter meeting and the matter so recorded 
in the minutes o f the chapter including the names of the committee or 
that of member.

S e c . 9 . Should a candidate belong to any organization whatever 
which might be classified as coming under any section of this article, 
the matter must first be referred to the chapter for unanimous decision 
and investigation, and if that is impossible, to the Executive Council as 
provided for in Sec. 6  o f this article and the candidate cannot be pledged 
unless the decision given is in his favor.

SEC. 10. Sec. 9  would apply only where candidate will not re
nounce allegiance to another engineering organization. If he renounces 
allegiance he shall be eligible and can be pledged. In the presence of 
at least three members of this fraternity he should swear on oath on the 
Bible to that effect and record of this made in the minutes of the chapter 
together with all the other necessary details of the matter.



A R T IC L E  V III .
S e c . I. The Executive Council of T heta T au  shall have the power 

to grant Alumni Association charters to any body of alumni of this 
fraternity who organize such an association, provided, however, that not 
less than seven alumni present the petition for such a charter.

Se c . 2. Such Alumni Associations shall have the power to send a 
delegate to any national convention of T heta T au  and such alumni dele
gate shall have an equal vote with one delegate from an active chapter. 
The expense of sending such a  delegate shall be borne by the Alumni 
Association he represents.

Se c . 3. Such alumni delegate shall have the necessary credentials 
signed by the officers of the Association he represents, showing and stat
ing that he is empowered to act for them at the convention.

Se c . 4. In presenting the petition for a charter the alumni petition
ers shall state from what territory their members are to be drawn.

Se c . 5. N o Alumni Association charter shall be granted to peti
tioners in any city or district of a section where an Alumni Assocaition 
has previously been established by charter and exists without first obtain
ing the consent of such Alumni Association. In all cases the Executive 
Council shall use great care not to grant too many charters in one district 
or territory.

Se c . 6 . A n Alumni Association shall have the power to draw  up 
By-Laws not inconsistent with the Constitution of Theta Tau, and the 
same shall be approved of by the Executive Council of this fraternity and 
a copy be kept on file by its Secretary.

Se c . 7. A n  Alumni Association cannot initiate or pledge any man 
to T heta T au  except as may be especially provided for in this Constitu-

S e c . 8. A n Alumni Association, to hold its charter, must hold 
regular meetings, and a copy of the minutes of such meetings should 
be sent to each active chapter of the fraternity or published in a regular 
edition of the "G ear."

Se c . 9 . A n  Alumni Association, having no power to initiate except 
as may be provided for in this Constitution, cannot have either active or 
honorary members but only associate members.

S e c . 10. Alumni Associations shall pay a  nominal annual fee to 
the national treasury of the fraternity.

Se c . I I. The charter of any Alumni Association not holding a 
meeting for T W O  consecutive years may be declared suspended by the



Executive Council of the fraternity three months after members of said 
Association have been warned by the Secretary of the Executive Council; 
if in the meantime no meeting of the Association has been held.

S ec . 12. Members of an Alumni Association, the charter of which
has been suspended, shall not be entitled to any other rights and priv
ileges than such a simple member of Theta T au and cannot send a 
delegate to a convention or enjoy any other special privileges.

Sec. 13. The Executive Council shall also have the power of 
suspending the charter of any Alumni Association which has been guilty 
of breaking any of the Laws and Customs of the fraternity and com
plaint of which has been made by a member of the fraternity.

S ec . 14. If a charter of an Alumni Association is suspended as 
provided for in the previous section of this article, charges against 
individual members of said Association can be brought as provided for 
in other portions of this Constitution.

Sec. 15. An Alumni Association shall have the right of defending 
itself before the Executive Council or a Convention by personal repre
sentation or by proxy, but only by members of this fraternity.

S ec. 16. As delegate or in any other official manner, an Alumm 
Association cannot be represented by an honorary member of Theta 
Tau, but an honorary member can serve as witness and in all other ways 
have the privilege of his membership in this fraternity.

A R T IC L E  IX.
S ec . I. Active chapters of the fraternity can be established at all 

first class engineering and mining schools of the United States and 
Canada except where not eligible as defined in Sec. 2. Art. IV, of this

S ec . 2. A  petition for a charter from the fraternity may be pre
sented by no less than eight students eligible to membership as provided 
for in Sec. I, Art. IV , and other portions of this Constitution. This 
petition may be presented to any chapter of the fraternity.

S ec. 3. The petitioners must individually pledge themselves in their 
I etitions as being free from affiliations with other engineering fraternities 
as defined in Art. V II of this chapter. If they are members of a local 
or national engineering fraternity they may as such, individually and 
collectively, petition membership in Theta T au; and same being granted 
then renounce all allegiance to other fraternities competitive with this.

S ec . 4. A  chapter, on receipt of a petition for a charter, should



notify the other chapters of this and also the Alumni Associations (the 
latter being consulted) and if after investigation they are favorably im
pressed, must pass the same by a three-fifths vote of all the active 
members of a chapter.

Sec. 5. Until active chaptei roll reaches the number F IV E  a 
unanimous vote of the chapters is required Io grant a  charter.

Sec. 6. When the chapter roll has reached the number live a three- 
fifths favorable vote of the active units of the fraternity will grant a 
charter to any body of petitioners.

SEC. 7. Alumni Associations shall have a vote in the granting of 
charters Io petitioners after the active chapter roll reaches live, but the 
vote of such Alumni Association shall have only one-half the weight of 
the vote of an active chapter.

Sec . 8. When a petition has been granted the petitioners shall be 
notified at once.

Sec . 9. If the petitioners are members of a local fraternity, society 
or club or of a chapter of a national organization, they shall have the 
privilege of initiating in Theta Fau such members of their chapter alumni 
as they desire and a list of these, with all necessary details, shall be sent 
at once to the Grand Scribe.

SEC. 10. The alumni of any organization as classified in Sec. 9 
should be initiated by the members of the new active chapter, but M AY 
be initiated by any active chapter of the fraternity or in special cases by 
an Alumni Association. They should have proper proof of their identity 
through credentials, etc.

S ec. I I. Men eligible under Sec. IO of this article shall be initi
ated with ritual for active membership and after initiation shall be classi
fied as alumni members of the new chapter.

Sec. 12. Only the chapter concerned can give permission to another
chapter or an Alumni Association to initiate an alumnus of an organiza
tion which has become an active chapter of Theta Tau and such initiate 
shall be recorded only on the rolls of the chapter of which initiate is an 
alumnus. Such record shall, however, be witnessed by the officers of 
the chapter or Association actually initiating him.

Sec . 13. The chapter interested in the initiation as explained in
Sec. 12 shall send the blank record page from its rolls required for
record of its alumnus giving his number on its roll. This shall be at 
once returned when initiation has taken place.

Sec . 14. Only an active or an alumni member of this fraternity



shall have the power to install a new chapter the charter for which has 
been granted in regular form as provided for in this Constitution.

Se c . 15. A n honorary member of T heta T au  has not the privi
leges conferred in Sec. 14.

S e c . 16. T h e  installing officers or members shall show the proper 
credentials given by the Executive Council of the fraternity giving them 
the power to represent same at initiation and shall present the new chapter 
with a charter signed by the officers of the Executive Council, bearing 
the G rand Seal of the fraternity and stating the powers thereby conferred 
on the new chapter. T he expenses of a delegate installing a new chapter 
shall be paid by the national treasury.

S e c . 17. N o member of this fraternity shall have the right to 
initiate any man or body of men unless by authority of the officers of the 
fraternity.



C H A PTER  II.

A  chapter dealing with the duties of the Executive Council. National 
and Chapter officers. Conventions, Dues. Transfers, Publications, In
corporation and detailed management o f the fraternity.
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ARTICLE I.
S e c . I. The governing body of this fraternity shall be called the 

Executive Council of T heta T au . Its authority shall come from the 
active units of the fraternity.

Se c . 2 . I t shall consist of five members to be chosen from the
alumni of the fraternity and its officers shall be a G rand Regent, a
G rand Vice-Regent, a  G rand Scribe and a G rand Treasurer. The 
G rand Scribe shall keep a complete record of all business done by the 
Executive Council.

S e c . 3. The members of the Executive Council shall sign all 
charters and its officers all other official communications to chapters and 
Alumni Associations; they shall call biennial conventions of the fra
ternity and special conventions if necessary; they shall conduct the 
affairs of the fraternity between conventions ar.d shall render a report 
of this to the conventions.

A R T IC L E  II.
S ec.. I. Biennial conventions of the fraternity shall be held.
Se c . 2 . E ach of the active chapters shall be represented by two

delegates, one of which must be an active member. Each of these dele
gates shall have an equal vote and the vote of each of these delegates 
shall have the same power as that of a  delegate of an Alumni Asso
ciation.

S e c . 3. A t the conventions all the business of (he fraternity shall 
be done.

S e c . 4 . W hen a convention is not in session it shall be represented 
by the Executive Council as explained in A rt. I of this chapter.

Se c . 5. AU delegates must have proper credentials signed by the 
Regent and Scribe of their chapter to show that they are entitled to 
represent their chapter at the convention.

S ec . 6 . T he expenses of the convention and of the delegates 
(except the delegates from Alumni Associations) shall be borne by the 
national treasury of the fraternity.

S e c . 7. If the national funds are not sufficient for the purpose
10



mentioned in Sec. 6 . the chapters shall be assessed before the con
vention is held.

S e c . 8 . A t each convention the place of holding the succeeding 
one shall be decided upon.

S e c . 9 . A  complete report of all the business done shall be sent 
to each chapter and Alurr.ni Association by the Secretary of the Execu
tive Council.

S e c . 10. T he convention shall elect the national officers for a
term of two years and the convention shall be presided over by the 
G rand Regent of the fraternity. The G rand Scribe shall keep its 
records and the G rand Treasurer be the custodian of its funds.

S ec . I I . N o member of this fraternity can be elected to represent
a chapter or an Alumni Association or act in any official capacity what
ever on any occasion who is in arrears in his dues, or in any other man
ner not in good standing.

S e c . 12. The debate, business, discussions and balloting of the
convention can be done only by the delegates and only in the presence 
of members of this fraternity. Members, not delegates, may be con
sulted.

S e c . I 3. T he officers of the fraternity shall have no vote except 
as they represent some chapter or Alumni Association, unless it be on 
matters relating to the conduct of the convention, its entertainment, their 
previous actions, etc.

S ec . 14. T he G rand Regent shall appoint the committees neces
sary to investigate and report on special matters such as new chapters, 
amendments to constitution, changes in ritual, etc.. and these must be 
appointed from among the delegates present.

S e c . 15. N o chapter can be represented twice or by two members 
on any single committee.

S e c . 16 . T he convention shall meet for at least six hours on each 
day while in session unless all important business has been disposed of.

S ec . I 7. N o intoxicating liquors shall be served to delegates or 
officers during business meetings of the convention.

S e c . 18. The national officers of the fraternity, elected by the 
delegates of the convention, shall be the officers of the Executive Council. 

A R T IC L E  III.
S ec . I. T he  G rand T reasurer shall render an annual financial 

statement to the chapters and Alumni Associations.



S e c . 2 . O nly the G rand Treasurer shall have the power to O . K . 
orders for the official badges from the jewelers selected for that purpose.

S e c . 3. W henever a new member has been initiated the Regent 
and Scribe of his chapter shall send his full name, chapter name and 
class, together with his initiation fees (national) and price of pin to the 
G rand Treasurer who shall order the badge at once and acknowledge 
receipt of letter from chapter by return mail. AU such communications 
should be on official stationery.

S e c . 4. I t shall require a  three-fifths vote of the Executive Council 
to carry any motion except where this conflicts with some definite section 
of this Constitution in which case the special section shall govern.

S e c . 5. In case the G rand Regent is unable to longer continue in 
office, his successor shall be chosen by the members of council.

S e c . 6 . T he G rand Regent shall call all meetings of the Executive 
Council at any time found necessary.

A R T IC L E  IV .
S e c . I. T he  presiding officer of a chapter shall be called the

S e c . 2 . There shall also be elected a Scribe, a Vice Regent, and

S e c . 3. AU officers of a chapter shall be elected by a majority 
vote of the active members.

S ec . 4 . A ll active members of a chapter must vote in such elec
tions or on any other business before the chapter affecting the policy of 
the chapter or the fraternity in general, the election of officers and dele
gates, the granting of charters, imposing of dues and fines, etc.

S ec . 5. It shall be the duty of the Regent not only to preside at all 
meetings of the chapter but also to initiate all pledgemen, to appoint 
all committees and such additional officers as may be hereafter named 
or be necessary for conducting the affairs of the chapter, to witness the 
record of all initiates, to fulfill all other obligations of the office of pre
siding officer and such as may be imposed on him by the chapter over 
which he presides.

S e c . 6. T he Scribe shall keep the records of his chapter, shall 
witness the recording of initiates, shall keep up the necessary correspond
ence with the G rand Scribe, shall order all badges, shall keep the books 
of the chapter and be responsible for them. Shall perform any other 
duty the Regent may require of him.
12



Se c . 7. In case of sickness or unavoidable absence, the Vice-
Regent shall take the place of the Regent.

Se c . 8 . The Treasurer shall keep the funds of the chapter and be
responsible for same. H e shall be accountable for them to the chapter 
and shall keep in correspondence with the G rand Treasurer and shall 
transmit his reports to the chapter.

Se c . 9 . The Regent shall also appoint a Corresponding Secre
tary who shall diligently keep up the correspondence with the other 
chapters and the Alumni Associations and shall write the chapter letters 
for the "G ear."

Se c . 10. T he Regent o f a chapter may invite a visiting brother 
who is a  Regent, ex-Regent or member of the Executive Council of 
the fraternity to conduct a part of the initiation ceremonies.

Se c . I I. The Regent shall appoint such additional officers as are 
required to conduct the initiation.

A R T IC L E  V .
Se c . I. A  member can be an active member as long as he is a regu

lar student at the college where the chapter is located.
Se c . 2 . A  member leaving one chapter, who is in good standing,

and desires transfer to another chapter shall request the Regent of his 
chapter to give him a letter of transfer to the chapter he wishes to join.
This letter should be written on official stationery and be signed by both
Regent and Scribe of the chapter.

Se c . 3. A  chapter with which an initiate of another chapter desires 
to become affiliated may have the privilege of refusing such affiliation.

Se c . 4. I f  a chapter elects an initiate from another chapter by
unanimous vote he shall be required to sign the records only as an
affiliated member and shall not be counted as an original member of the 
new chapter he has joined.

Se c . 3. A n honorary member, not being an active member, cannot 
become affiliated with any chapter as active unless he becomes eligible 
as an active member; nor can he become an honorary member of any 
other chapter of T heta T au.

A R T IC L E  V I.
Se c . I. T he  T heta T au  fraternity shall be nationally incorpo-

S ec . 2 . Individual chapters may incorporate as such under the laws
of the state in which they are located.

13



A R T IC L E  V II.
Se c . I. For each active initiate a chapter shall pay a fee of five 

dollars to the G rand Treasurer and for each honorary initiate a fee of 
ten dollars.

S ec . 2 . Each chapter shall annually pay to the national treasury 
the sum of one dollar for each active member on its roll during all or 
part of the year, but for initiates the five dollar fee shall include the dues 
for the first year.

Se c . 3. T he annual dues must be paid on or before the first day of 
M ay of each year.

Se c . 4 . Alumni Associations shall pay to the national treasury the 
annual due of five dollars and also a charter fee of five dollars when 
this is granted.

S ec . 5. N ew  chapters shall pay an installation fee of five dollars 
for each initiate and this shall be the annual dues for the first year.

S e c . 6 . Alumni of a local afterwards accepting membership in
T heta T au  shall pay the same initiation fees as an active member.

SEC. 7. E ach active member of T heta T au  shall subscribe to the 
“ G ear."

A R T IC L E  V III .
S e c . I. For the breaking of any of the Laws and Customs of this 

fraternity, wilfully disobeying the orders of the chapter to which he 
belongs, or of the Executive Council, intentionally disclosing the secrets 
of the fraternity, aiding, or helping its enemies or in any other way acting 
in an unfraternal manner in violation of the oath of membership; a 
member may be expelled from the fraternity and deprived of all the 
rights and privileges of membership, and his record in his chapter's roll 
destroyed.

S e c . 2 . A fter charges have been brought a member shall first be
tried by his chapter and a unanimous vote is required to expell him.
Sentence shall then be pronounced by the Regent.

S e c . 3 . T rial shall be conducted in regular form and the accused 
shall be entitled to all the witnesses he may desire. H e shall have the 
right to appeal to the Executive Council and the decision of this shall 
be final. Its decision must be unanimous.

S e c . 4. Only unanimous vote of the Executive Council preceded 
by that of chapter can restore a man to membership.

S e c . 5. A  chapter may have its charter suspended provided that
14



charges against the chapter made by the Executive Council after investi
gation shall be approved of after a three-fifths vote of the convention. 
After such charter has been suspended, charges may be brought against 
individual members of that chapter by the Executive Council. 

A R T IC L E  IX .
S e c . I. The official publication of this fraternity shall be called 

the "G ear of T heta T au ."
Se c . 2 . It shall be edited under the active auspices of some chapter 

of the fraternity or by a  committee appointed by the Convention. Each 
chapter shall have an associate editor on the board of editors.

S e c . 3. Subscription price shall be fixed by the board of editors 
and shall cover the cost of publication.

SEC. 4. T he Convention shall allow the Editor in Chief a salary 
for his work if that is necessary.

S ec . 5. A n  annual edition of the "G ear"  shall have the pictures of 
all active chapters. Each edition must have chapter letters from each 
active chapter and at least once during the year, one from each Alumni 
Association.

S e c . 6 . N on secret numbers may be sent as exchanges to other 
fraternity publications.

A R T IC L E  X .
S e c . I. It shall require a three-fifths vote of a Convention to pass 

an amendment to this Constitution except where otherwise specified.
Se c . 2 . Amendments to this Constitution shall not be retroactive.
Se c . 3. The ritual of this fraternity is a part of this Constitution

and as such, each member is to observe and obey same.
Se c . 4. The Constitution is for members only but in a general way

it can be explained to petitioners or other candidates for membership.
S ec . 5 . Exceptions to Sec. 4. are such sections as must be read in 

full to candidates for membership before they can be pledged and as ex
plained in ritual of T heta Tau.

Se c . 6. Each chapter may have By-Laws not inconsistent with this 
Constitution.

S ec . 7. E ach chapter shall have a copy of this constitution, a copy 
o f the ritual, a  record book of prescribed form, a Bible, the coat of arms.



a ledger for accounts and a minute book, and such other materials as 
may be necessary for the conducting of its business.

Se c . 8. N o chapter o f this fraternity has the right to change or 
revise any of the laws, procedure of initiation, or any of the other rec
ognized forms and symbols of T heta T a u ; nor make any additions to 
same without consent of the whole fraternity given through the Conven
tions. Changes in the ritual, however trifling, can be made only by 
unanimous consent o f the chapters and Alumni Associations.

A R T IC L E  X I.

SEC. I. The official badge of this fraternity shall be a gold gear
wheel with crossed Hammer and Tongs and the letters T heta T au. The
center of the wheel shall be a  garnet. The badge may be plain or 
jeweled.

S e c . 2 . T he official pledge button of this fraternity shall be a 
gold triangular shield with a dark red gear wheel in its field.

S e c . 3 . T he whistle of this fraternity shall be the solo from 
Paganini's W itches dance.

SEC. 4 . T he flower of this fraternity shall be the Jacqueminot rose.
S e c . 5 . T he colors of T heta T au  shall be daik red and gold.
S e c . 6 . T he stone shall be the dark red garnet.
S e c . 7, The coat of arms shall be explained by the following 

heraldic description:
O r, a bridge with three arches, proper, on the chief, gules; three gear 

wheels proper. Crest: a hand grasping hammer and tongs, all proper.
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A M E N D M E N T S .
NOTE— AU amendments must be written in legible handwriting and 

must give date when adopted by the fraternity as a whole. N o chapter 
can write or accept any amendment whatsoever until adopted by entire 
fraternity.

Chapt. I Art. IV  Sec. 3. Adopted May 1911.
A  Chapter shall have the privilege of limiting its membership to one or 

more of the courses in Engineering, as specified in Sec. I of this Article, 
and may adopt a by-law to that effect.

f
A M E N D M E N T  N O . I I .

; ,C h a p te r  I . A rt . V I I I ,  Sec. 10. A d o p te d  A pr. 26, 1912.
S e c tio n  s tr ic k e n  ou t.

A M E N D M E N T  N O . I I I .
! C hap . I I ,  A rt . V II ,  Sec. 4. A d o p te d  A pr. 26, 1912.

S e c tio n  s tr ic k e n  o u t.
A M E N D M E N T  N O . IV . 

j C h a p . I I .  A rt . I I ,  Sec. 2. A do p te d  Ju n e  I ,  1912.
T o  r e a d :  A  c h a p te r  sh a ll be re p re se n te d  by  O N E  dele-

• g a te  a n d  th e  v o te  o f  su c h  d e leg a te  sh a ll have  tw ic e  th e  w eigh t
o f  th e  v o te  of a  d e leg a te  fro m  a n  A lum ni A ssoc iation .

A M E N D M E N T  N O . V.
C hap . I I ,  A rt . I I ,  Sec. 7. A do p te d  Ju n e  I . 1912.

T o  a d d : “e x ce p t th e  e n te r ta in in g  c h a p te r  o r  c h a p te rs .”
A M E N D M E N T  N O . V I.

; C h a p . I I .  A rt . I I ,  Sec. 19. A do p te d  Ju n e  I, 1912.
T h e  E x e c u tiv e  C ouncil sh a ll  h av e  th e  p o w e r  to  g ran t 

m ilea g e  to  su c h  n a tio n a l officers o f th e  F ra te rn ity ,  w ho  m ay

S d e s ire  to  a t te n d  th e  conven tions .
A M E N D M E N T  N O . V II .

C h a p . I , A r t  V , Sec. 7, 2nd  line.
j A dd  w o rd s  “o r  is ” a f te r  "w h e re  th e re  w as ,"  e tc.

A M E N D M E N T  N O . V I I I .
MDhap. I . A rt . V I I ,  Sec. 2. la s t  line.

I  A d d  “to  m e m b ersh ip ."





A M E N D M E N T  N O . IX . 
j C hap . I , A rt . IX . Sec. 9, 3 rd  line.

A d d  a n d  s u b s t i tu te :  “su c h  m e m b ers  o f  a lu m n i o f p e ti
tio n in g  o rg a n iz a t io n ,”  etc.

A M E N D M E N T  X .
] C h a p . I , A rt . V I I I ,  Sec. 17. N ew .

A n  a lu m n i a sso c ia tio n  to  h av e  th e  p o w er  to  le g is la te  m u s t 
I h av e  a  c h a r te r ,  sev en  m e m b ers , h o ld  m e e tin g s  a t  le a s t once a 
I y e a r  a t  w h ic h  th ree -fif th s  o r  m o re  of th e  m e m b ers  m u s t be 
I  r e p re se n te d  in  p e rso n  o r  b y  p ro x y  a n d  a  like  p e rc en ta g e  of th e  

m e m b ers  w ill be req u ire d  fo r  th e  c o n d u c tio n  of bu s in e ss  b e 
tw e e n  m e e tin g s .

I N T E R P R E T A T IO N S , JA N . 2, 3, 4 , 1913.
I .  T h e  age  lim it o f  in it ia te s  sh a ll be e ig h tee n  y e a rs  as 

p ro v id e d  fo r in  th e  C o n s t itu tio n  b u t  p ledges m a y  be le ss  th a n  
e ig h te e n  y e a r s  o f  age .

I I .  A  c h a p te r  c a n n o t su sp e n d  a n  a c tiv e  m em ber, w ho  
m a y  be  o th e rw is e  e lig ib le  to  a c tiv e  m e m b ersh ip  a s  p e r  A rt. 
V , C hap . I I  o f th e  C o n s t itu tio n , fo r n o n -p ay m e n t o f  dues, 
f a ilu re  to  a t te n d  m e e tin g s , etc., b u t  m a y  d isc ip line  h im  in  o th e r  
w a y s  if  th o u g h t  p ro p er .

I I I .  T h e  u se  of th e  p ledge  b u tto n  b y  a ll c h a p te rs  is 
o b lig a to ry .

IV . T h e  fo rm a l p le d g e  o b lig a tio n  m u s t b e  u se d  by  a ll 
c h a p te rs  in  p le d g in g  m en .

V . E a c h  c h a p te r  sh o u ld  h av e  T h e ta  T a u  s ta tio n e ry  and  
official c o rresp o n d e n ce  sh o u ld  be on  sam e.

I N T E R P R E T A T IO N S , A P R IL  18, 1912.
I. N o  c h a p te r  o r  A lu m n i A sso c ia tio n  sh a ll h a v e  a  vo te  

o n  p e titio n  rec e iv e d  p rev io u s  to  i t s  in s ta lla tio n  a s  a  c h a p te r  of 
T h e ta  T a u  o r  A lu m n i A ssoc ia tion .

I I .  N o  m e m b er  o f  T h e ta  T a u , w ho  is  a lso  a m e m b er of a 
local c lu b  p e titio n in g  T h e ta  T a u , sh a ll b e  in it ia te d  a s  a  c h a r
te r  m e m b er , if a  p e titio n  be g ra n te d  th e  local, n o r  sh a ll he be 
n a m ed  in  th e  c h a r te r  o f th e  new  c h ap te r. T h e  o n ly  w ay  he 
m a y  becom e  a ffilia ted  is  by  tr a n s fe r  o f  m e m b ersh ip  a s  p ro 
v id e d  fo r by  th e  C o n s t itu tio n , S e c tio n  2, A rt . V , C hap . I I .

I I I .  I f  a n  h o n o ra ry  m e m b er  is  a lso  a  c h a r te r  m em ber, he 
sh a ll p a y  th e  sa m e  n a tio n a l fee  a s  th e  o th e r  c h a r te r  m em bers ,





I th is  fee  b e in g  now  $5.00. A t a ll o th e r  in it ia t io n s  an  h o n o ra ry  
m e m b e r  sh a ll p a y  th e  r e g u la r  fee  o f  $10.00. T h is  is a llow ed  j  b e ca u se  a n  h o n o ra ry  m e m b er  m a y  be in s tru m e n ta l in  o rgan iz - 

I in g  a  n e w  c h a p te r  a n d  s h o u ld  p a y  o n ly  th e  sam e  fee  a s  th e

I N T E R P R E T A T IO N S . A P R IL  18, 1912.
C H A P . I . A R T . IV . S E C . 3.

IV . B y  th e  p o w er  c o n fe rred  in  th is  sec tio n , th e  F r a te r 
n i ty  c an  a d m it to  m e m b ersh ip , e ith e r  a s  a  c h a r te r  m e m b er  o r

I a n y  o th e r  c la ss  o f  m e m b ersh ip , a n y  m a n  w ho  is  n o t o r  has 
n o t  be en  a  s tu d e n t  o f  one  of th e  c o u rse s  m e n tio n e d  in  Sec. I  of 
t h is  a rtic le . F o r  in s tan c e , one  o f  a  b o d y  o f  p e titio n e rs  n o t 
ta k in g  o n e  o f  th e  c o u rse s  m e n tio n e d , a n d , on  w h o m  a  una n i
m o u s  v o te  w o u ld  b e  req u ire d , so  th a t  a  d e s irab le  c h a p te r  m ay  
b e  e s tab lish ed .

V . T o  a d d  a  d is t in c t iv e ly  d if fe ren t c o u rse  to  th o se  enum - 
! e ra te d  in  Sec. I , A rt . I V ,  a n  a m en d m e n t m u s t be p assed  u nder 
j Sec. 3 , A rt . IV , b y  u n a n im o u s  v o te , w h ic h  specifically  nam es 
j sa id  c o u rse  ( su c h  as , fo r  in s tan c e  C h e m is try ) . B u t since  th e  
j c la ss ifica tio n  a t  m a n y  co lleg e s is  decided ly  d ifferen t, a n y

c h a p te r  h a s  th e  r ig h t  to  h av e  th e  E x ec u tiv e  C ouncil a n d  a 
[ C o n v e n tio n  in v e s tig a te  a  d o u b tfu l c o u rse  to  m a k e  s tu d e n ts  of 
j i t  e lig ib le . T h e  c la ss ifica tio n s o f Sec. I , A rt . IV , a re  m e a n t to  
I  be b ro a d  e n o u g h  to  c o v e r  a ll a llie d  b ran c h es  of th e  cou rses 
j m e n tio n e d .

V I .  U n d e r  Sec. 3, th e  F r a te r n i ty  has th e  p o w er to  m ake  
c e r ta in  c o u rse s , n o t m e n tio n e d  in  Sec. I , e lig ib le  a t  one  chap-

[ te r  a n d  n o t  n a tio n a l ly .
V I I .  U n d e r  Sec. 3 a n y  a c tio n  ta k e n  is n o t  n e ce ssarily  a  

I p re c e d e n t fo r  th e  fu tu re , e ith e r  fo r  th e  F r a te r n i ty  a s  a  w hole  
I o r  fo r  a  c h a p te r. B y  a d m ittin g  m e m b ers  o f  a  pe titio n in g

body , w h o  a re  n o t s t r ic t ly  e lig ib le  u n d e r  Sec. I . A rt . IV , the  
I  F r a te r n i ty  w o u ld  n o t b e  m a k in g  s tu d e n ts , in  s im ila r courses.
I  n a tio n a l ly  e lig ib le .

V I I I .  I f , a s  in  th e  p e titio n  of th e  D e lta  C lub  of T h e  
M a ssa c h u se tts  I n s t i tu te  o f  T ec h n o lo g y , m e m b ers  of th e  p e ti
t io n in g  C lu b  a re  a d m itte d  to  m e m b ersh ip  a s  c h a r te r  m em bers, 
w h o  a re  n o t  c lass ified  u n d e r  C hap . I , A rt . IV , Sec. I, th e y  
sh a ll b e  c o u n te d  a s  e lig ib le  if  o th e rw ise  th e  p e titio n  w ould  
c on flict w ith  Sec. 2. A rt . IX , C hap . I.





T h is  la s t  a rtic le  r e fe rs  in  p a rtic u la r  to  a  case  like  M . I .  T . 
W ith o u t  th e  a rc h i te c t  p e titio n e rs  th e re  w ere  le ss  th a n  E IG H T . 
W h e n  w e vo te d  to  m a k e  th e  a rc h ite c ts  e lig ib le  A S  A  S P E 
C IA L  E X C E P T I O N , th is  m ade  th e m  re g u la r  c h a r te r  m em 
b e rs  so  th a t  th e re  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a n y  con flict w ith  Sec. 2, A rt. 
I X , C hap . I ,  w h ere  e ig h t  is  th e  le a s t n u m b e r  o f pe titio n e rs  
specified .

R e so lu tio n s  re la tiv e  to  L a w s  a n d  C u s to m s p a ssed  by 
E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c il o f  T h e ta  T a u  s ince  ado p tio n  of o u r  p rese n t 
c o n s titu t io n .

R E S O L U T I O N  N O . 13 O F  T H E  E X E C U T IV E  C O U N C IL - 
M O V E D , b y  B ro . E r ic h  J . S c h rad e r, X X X !, a n d  second

ed  b y  B ro . B en j. B. W allin g , X V !, th a t  th is  E x ec u tiv e  Council 
h e re b y  con firm  th e  a g re e m e n t m a d e  b y  th e m  in  b e h alf  of it, 
w ith  B ro . J . E . H a y n e s , X X !, A lp h a  '08, in  r e g a rd  to  e d itin g  th e  
" G e a r” a s  p e r  a tta c h e d  d e ta iled  ex p lan a tio n .
R E S O L U T I O N  N O . 14 O F  T H E  E X E C U T IV E  C O U N C IL .

M O V E D , b y  B ro . E r ic h  J . S ch rad e r, X X X !, th a t  A rticle  
V , C hap . I  o f  th e  g e n era l C o n s t itu tio n  of T h e ta  T a u  sh a ll no t 
b e  h e ld  to  c o v e r  in it ia t io n  of c h a r te r  m e m b ers  of a  new  ch ap 
te r  e x c e p t w h e re  th e re  is  con flict w ith  Sec. 7, o f  sa id  a rticle , 
in  w h ic h  case  th e  con flict m u s t  b e  rem o v e d  a s  p ro v id ed  fo r in 
sa id  sec tion .

R E S O L U T I O N  N O . 15. E X E C U T IV E  C O U N C IL . 
S U B J E C T  : C lev e lan d  A lu m n i P e titio n .

M O  V E D 1 b y  B ro . E r ic h  J .  S c h rad e r, X X X !, th a t  th e  p e ti
tio n  o f  th e  n ine  a lu m n i m e m b ers  of D e lta  C h a p te r, re s id in g  in 
C leve land , O ., fo r a  c h a r te r  to  e s ta b l ish  an  a lu m n i association , 
be h e re b y  g ra n te d  a n d  th e  c h a r te r  issu e d  in  th e  na m e  of "T h e  
C lev e lan d  A lu m n i A sso c ia tio n  of T h e ta  T a u .”

R E S O L U T I O N  N O . 16, E X E C U T IV E  C O U N C IL .
I n te r p r e ta t io n s  o f  L a w s  a n d  C ustom s.

S U B J E C T : M o u rn in g . (S e e  R i tu a l pp . 84.)
I n  fu tu re  th e  m e m b ers  o f th e  F r a te r n i ty  sh a ll ad o p t a 

r e g u la r  m e th o d  o f  d ra p in g  th e  b a d g e , in  case  of th e  d e a th  c f  a  
m e m b er, a s  i l lu s tra te d  h e re w ith , a n d  d e sc r ib e d  a s  fo llo w s:

" b y  ty in g  a  v e ry  n a rro w  s tr ip  o f b lack  rib b o n  ac ro ss  the  
in te r s e c tio n  o f  th e  H a m m e r  a n d  T o n g s .”





( T h is  w a s  su g g e s te d  by  B ro . E r n e s t  K le p e tk o , X X I !, B e ta
• n .)

F i r s t— I n  th e  c ase  of th e  d e a th  of a n  a c tiv e  m e m b er  o r  an  
a lu m n u s , th e  c h a p te r  o f  w h ic h  th e  b ro th e r  w as  a m em b er sha ll 
w e a r  m o u rn in g  fo r th i r ty  d ay s. F o r  an  h o n o ra ry  m e m b er  th e  
p e rio d  of m o u rn in g  sh a ll b e  s ix ty  days.

Second— O n  th e  d e a th  of a  m e m b e r  of th e  E x ec u tiv e  
C ounc il o r  of a  fo rm er  m e m b e r  of th e  E x -C ., th e  c h a p te r  of 
w h ic h  th e  b ro th e r  w as  m e m b e r  sh a ll w ea r  m o u rn in g  fo r 
s ix ty  d a y s  a n d  m e m b ers  of a ll o th e r  c h a p te rs , fo r a  pe riod  of 
th i r ty  days.

T h ir d — T h e  c h a p te r  c o n ce rn e d  sh a ll s e n d  o u t a n  “I N  M E - 
M O R IA M  N O T I C E ” to  a ll of i t s  a lu m n i, to  eac h  a c tiv e  c h ap 
t e r  a n d  A lu m n i A sso c ia tio n , to  th e  G ear, a n d  to  e ac h  m em b er 
of th e  E x e c u tiv e  C ounc il, a n d  to  th e  re la tiv e s  of th e  deceased  
b ro th e r .

F i f th — T h e  d ra p in g  o f  th e  b a d g e  sh a ll b e  o b se rv e d  on  
M E M O R IA L  D A Y .

F o u r th — T h e  co p y  se n t  to  th e  G ear sh a ll be p u b lish ed  in  
th e  is su e  n e x t fo llo w in g  th e  re c e ip t of no tic e  b y  th e  E d ito r .

R E S O L U T I O N  N O . 17, E X E C U T IV E  C O U N C IL . 
S U B J E C T : C u sto m s.

N o  c h a p te r  o f  th is  F r a te r n i ty  sh o u ld  p ledge  o r  in it ia te  
a n y  m a n  w ho  h a s  be en  a  s tu d e n t  a t  a  co llege  w h e re  th e re  is  a  
c h a p te r  o f  T h e ta  T a u  w ith o u t c o n su ltin g  sa id  c h a p te r  a s  to  
th e  c a n d id a te ’s  re p u ta t io n  a n d  g e n e ra l e lig ib ility  to  th e  F r a te r 
n ity . In it ia t io n  w ith o u t  th e  c o n sen t o f th e  c h a p te r  lo c a te d  a t 
th e  c a n d id a te 's  fo rm e r  A lm a  M a te r  is  b a d  po lic y  a n d  sh o u ld  be 
d isc o u rag e d .

T o  o b ta in  th e  d e s ired  in fo rm atio n  th e  c h a p te r  se ek in g  th e  
in fo rm atio n  sh a ll p ro ce ed  a s  fo llo w s:

W rite  a le t te r  ( re g is te re d )  to  th e  c h a p te r  i t  w ish e s  to  
c onsu lt.

F o llo w  th is  u p  w ith  a n o th e r  le t te r  a f te r  f ifteen  d a y s  if  no  
a n sw e r  has been  o b ta in e d  to  th e  first.

I f  no  a n sw e r  is  o b ta in e d  w ith in  th i r ty  d a y s  o f th e  tim e  of 
m a ilin g  th e  f irs t  le t te r ,  th e  c h a p te r  sh a ll fee l a t  l ib e r ty  to  ta k e  
a n y  a c tio n  d e s ired  b y  it.

T h e  b e s t po licy  fo r  a  c h a p te r  to  p u rsu e  is  n o t  to  v o te  on a



__
__

__



m a n  u n ti l  th e  o th e r  c h a p te r  h a s  be en  c o n su lte d , b u t  if  th is  is 
d one , a n y  a c tiv e  m e m b e r  sh o u ld  h av e  th e  r ig h t  to  reo p e n  th e  
b a llo t b y  p e titio n  to  th e  R eg en t.

I t  m a y  h a p p e n  in  th e  fu tu re  th a t  a  c an d id a te  w as  a  s tu 
d e n t  a t  a  co llege  w h e re  a  c h a p te r  o f  T h e ta  T a u  e x is te d  a t  th a t  
tim e  b u t  h a s  s in c e  d ied . I n  su c h  a  case  th e  c h a p te r  sho u ld  
w ri te  to  a ll  a lu m n i o f  sa id  c h a p te r  w h o  w ere  a c tiv e  a t  the  
tim e  th e  c a n d id a te  w a s  a  s tu d e n t  a t  th e ir  co lleg e  a n d  c o n su lt 
th e m  a b o u t  th e  can d id a te .

R E S O L U T I O N  N O . 18, E X E C U T IV E  C O U N C IL . 
S U B J E C T : F o rm a l P le d g e  O b lig a tio n .

M oved , b y  B ro . G eo. D . L o u d erb a ck , V X X X !, th a t  th e  
q u e s tio n  of th e  d e s ira b ili ty  o f u s in g  a  fo rm al o b lig a tio n  in 
p le d g in g  c an d id a tes , a s  p e r  m o tio n  a d o p te d  a t  H o u g h to n  c o n 
v e n tio n , b e  su b m itte d  to  th e  c h a p te rs  a n d  A lu m n i A ssocia
t io n s  fo r  final a c tio n .

A R G U M E N T : W h ile  i t  is  g re a t ly  to  be  d e s ired  th a t  th e  
c h a p te rs  c o n fo rm  s tr ic t ly  to  th e  r e q u ire m e n ts  o f  A rt . V II ,  
C h a p te r  I ,  o f th e  C o n s t itu tio n , a n d  a d o p t so m e  r e g u la r  sy s te 
m a tic  m e th o d s  in  p le d g in g  c an d id a tes , a n d  rec o rd in g  th e  re 
su lt s  a n d  n e c e s sa ry  in fo rm a tio n  in  th e  m in u te s  of th e  c h ap te r, 
i t  is  n o t  b e lieved  th a t  so  fo rm al a  p le d g e  is  n eed ed . I t  is  too  
m u c h  of a  p re lim in a ry  in it ia t io n  a n d  th e re b y  th e  a c tu a l in it ia 
tio n  w o u ld  lo se  fo rce  a n d  d ig n ity . T h e  sa m e  re s u l t  m ig h t  be 
a cc o m p lish e d  b y  h a v in g  th e  p le d g in g  c o m m ittee  r e p o r t fo rm 
a lly  to  th e  c h a p te r  in  r e g a rd  to  th e  fu lfilling  o f  th e  ne ce ssa ry  
c o n d itio n s  b y  th e  c a n d id a te s  a n d  h a v in g  th is  re c o rd e d  in  th e  
m in u tes .
















