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Theta Tau is pleased to present this special double-issue o f  
The Gear o f  Theta Tau. From our magazine’s beginning as 

a publication o f  Beta Chapter and edited by Herman Hopkins, 
through volunteer Editors Howe, Mercer, Franklin, Petrzelka, 
El-Hindi, Donnelly, and finally incorporated as a function o f  the 
Central Office with Editor Pope. The Gear o f  Theta Tau has pri­
marily been a magazine about people. In other words, a  publi­
cation focusing on our Brothers, their lives, their careers, their 
experiences. Through an examination o f  them, we leam. By the 
example they set, we strive to achieve more. By recording them 
here, we record history from first publication in 1908 to present.

The Editor, however, begs your indulgence if  this issue 
focuses less than usual on our members, and more on Theta Tau, 
on our chapters, and on the Centennial. Certainly, we mention in 
this issue a variety o f  members, but more often than not, in rela­
tion to their efforts in establishing new chapters and advancing 
our Fraternity. In effect, today, we honor each one o f  our mem­
bers by honoring each o f  our chapters and the national Fraternity 
as a whole.

The histories o f  our first three chapters and our earliest years 
are presented on the next two pages, followed by the history o f  
the Fraternity from Delta Chapter onward beginning on page 6. 
You may note that the chapter histories o f  Alpha through Nu 
Beta are often more brief than those that follow. The earlier 
chapter histories have been taken from A H istory o f  Theta Tau by 
Charles W. Britzius. The Editor did not presume that he could 
improve upon this book though he has occasionally added more 
recent information. The later histories have been taken from 
each group’s petition to become a chapter o f  our national 
Fraternity. Those histories tend to be longer, and tend to focus 
on those aspects that the members at that time thought most 
important. Rather than change that focus, the Editor let them tell 
their own story while again perhaps adding a few details.

Finally, there is news from the 2004 Centennial Convention 
(including Alumni Hall o f  Fame Inductees) as well as historic 
news from the Educational Foundation (see page 3). Please 
enjoy and preserve this issue. Though more effort than usual 
was needed to bring it to you, it was a joy to create.

A d v e r t i s e r s  S o u g h t

If  you are seeking an affordable means to reach 17,000 engineers, 
please be in touch with the Editor. Full color ads from business 
card to full page size are available at affordable rates. Regular 
advertisers may also receive complimentary space on the 
Fraternity’s website.
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T heta  T a u ’s E a r ly  H isto r y

Early meetings were held in a Rented 
Room above W ilson’s Bookstore

On October 15, 1904, four students at 
the School o f  Mines at the University 

o f  Minnesota affixed their signatures to 
the Charter o f  the Society o f  Hammer and 
Tongs. This act was the beginning of 
Theta Tau Fraternity and has been repeat­
ed by over 30,000 college engineering 
students throughout the United States. 
The heritage and traditions o f  Theta Tau 
are a direct outgrowth o f  that meeting in 
1904. From the beginning it was viewed 
with a real solemnity which perhaps sug­
gests that those men did indeed mean for 
the Fraternity to survive and become truly 
a  national Fraternity.

Erich J. Schrader, the primary 
Founder, felt that mining and engineering 
students should unite in professional fra­

ternities similar to those then existing for 
lawyers, physicians, and dentists. Though 
professional engineering fraternities oper­
ated locally at numerous institutions, none 
had really reached prominence. From the 
founding, this was a primary aim  in 
Schrader’s mind.

In his senior year, the early fall o f 
1904, he met with his roommate Elwin L. 
Vinal, as well as William M. Lewis and 
Isaac B. Hanks, in order formally to orga­
nize the Fraternity. They were all sopho­
mores, and, therefore, able to continue 
after Schrader’s  graduation.

O ur oldest 
Fraternity records 
indicate that the 
Constitution 
Bylaws
cussed in detail.
Changes to this doc­
ument were made 
although no known 
copies o f  that version 
exist. The most 
important event which took place that day 
was the initiation o f  the first non-founding 
member. E. Ralph Edgerton became the 
fifth member.

During the Founding year, most o f  
the meetings, which were at irregular 
intervals, dealt principally with additions 
to the Constitution and the Ritual, thus 
laying the basic foundation o f  the 
Fraternity. Erich Schrader presided over 
these meetings and was called the Regent, 
while Isaac Hanks recorded the proceed­
ings and was called the Scribe. About two

months after its Founding, December 17, 
the Society initiated another member, 
George F. Weisel, a sophomore mining 
student. March 6, 1905, marked the 
entrance o f  the next initiate, Clinton B. 
Smith, a senior electrical engineering stu­
dent. He was followed by Randolph H. 
McRae, James Cowin and Walter H. 
Wheeler who took Roll No. 10 on April 
16, 1905. He was the last initiate during 
the first academic year o f  the Society’s 
existence.

The first mass initiation was held on 
October 18, 1905, in recognition of the

first anniversary. Four new members 
were initiated. This and many o f  these 
early meetings were held in Ike Hanks' 
home at 2636 Hennepin Avenue or in a 
rented second story room over a bookstore 
just north o f  the main Minnesota campus. 
On November 16, Isaac Hanks was elect­
ed the second Regent and Jack Haynes 
replaced him as Scribe. The meeting 
room was often called the “Hammer and 
Tongs Room" and served as the forerun­
ner to today’s constitutionally-required 
chapter headquarters.

On January 17, 1906, Alpha chapter 
minutes record that the official public 
name o f  the Society was to be changed to 
Theta Tau although among the 
Brotherhood the old name was to be 
always used. A design for the H & T 
shield was also adopted that year.

The first official mention o f  a 
Fraternity pin took place on February 28, 
1906. At that time Regent Hanks appoint­
ed himself and Brother Haynes to a “Pin 
and Shield Committee.”

Secret highsigns were first discussed 
on March 3rd o f  that year. Brothers 
Walter Wheeler and Jack Haynes were 
appointed to " ...m anufacture..."  an 
acceptable sign. Also, the design o f  the 
present shield was accepted on March

1904-05 Composite o f  T heta  Tau M embers. B ack  Row: Smith, W eisel, Cowen 
F r o n t  Row: H anks, E dgerton , S c h rad e r, M cRae, W hee ler 
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Original Badge Design was Changed 
in 1911 When the G reek Letters 

Became our Official Name

14th as the Scribe recorded: “Matter o f 
Shield was again brought up. Moved, sec­
onded & carried that shield #7 be accept­
ed & that motion o f  last meeting be strick­
en from minutes." Design number seven 
was that o f  Arthur Larkin. Alpha ‘08.

The first badge design was accepted 
in March 1906. The design consisted o f  a 
striking gold skull with gamet eyes and 
the letters and inlaid in black enamel on 
the forehead. Under its jaw s were the 
crossed hammer and tongs symbolic to the 
Society. Founder Vinal was credited with 
its design. The official jeweler (Wright, 
Kay & Co. o f  Detroit) was authorized to 
provide badges to those who presented a 
duplicate copy o f  a special form signed by 
the Regent. This form bears the earliest 
use o f  our Coat o f  Arms. This badge was 
later replaced by the present design.

Copies o f the earliest Ritual do not 
exist, nor is the content known. This is 
because an enlarged revision (similar to 
that edition presently in use) was adopted. 
According to old minutes, all copies o f  the 
original Ritual were ordered destroyed. 
How symbolic, but also unfortunate. The 
enlarged Ritual was first read at a  meeting 
o f  the Southwestern Alumni Association 
in Globe, Arizona, in 1909. This effort 
was chaired by Erich Schrader who, as 
seen by this action, maintained a  strong 
control and influence on the fraternity’s 
activities then and throughout his life.

Beta Chapter was organized as the 
result o f  the efforts o f  three students at the 
Michigan College o f  Mines. “Gabe” 
Bishop entered school in 1903, Albrecht 
Hasselbring and Charles Kumke in 1902. 
During a party to which selected men 
were invited, the three decided to organize

a club with the name Rhombohedron. 
Symbolically, the three sponsors o f  the 
party would represent the three planes of 
symmetry, and the six other men present 
were to be the six faces o f  a rhombohe­
dron. The club continued after the origi­
nal three left school. Two (Hasselbring 
and Kumke) were to return later.

In the meantime, the Rhombohedron 
Club grew and prospered. During the 
summer o f  1904, Brother McCormick had 
taken over the old Martin boarding house 
near the campus, and had invited the other 
Rhombs to move in with him. Club 
rooms were outfitted in the basement. 
This new development did not prove sat­
isfactory, however, and after one year the 
club rented the Pryor House on Ruby 
Street. This turned out to be a construc­
tive move as the club atmosphere was 
replaced by the cozy feeling o f  a home.

J. Robert Van Pelt Library on the 
M ichigan T ech C ampus. Van P elt, 

Beta ‘22, was President of Montana 
T ech, M ichigan T ech, and Technical 

D irector of Chicago’s M useum of 
Science and Industry in its Infancy

The Beta Chapter days were just 
around the comer. The Rhombohedron 
membership had been built up with men 
o f  strong and likable character. The 
names o f  H opkins, Porter, Burke, 
Anderson, Downing, Andrews, Earling, 
and others, were assurance that the affairs 
o f  the young chapter would be in good 
hands. Ike Hanks, one o f  the Fraternity 
Founders, spent the summer o f  1905 in 
Houghton and became acquainted with 
Bob Downing, who belonged to the 
Rhombohedron Club. Hanks told Bob 
about the Hammer and Tongs Fraternity at 
Minneapolis. Soon correspondence 
between the club and that Fraternity led to 
an invitation to join them. During the 
spring vacation o f  1906 Downing and 
Andrews went to St. Paul, where they 
were initiated into the Society o f  Hammer 
and Tongs. They then returned to

Houghton and initiated the balance o f  the 
members on March 26, 1906.

At the end o f  his sophomore year, 
accompanied by Elwin L. Vinal, William 
Murray Lewis transferred to the Colorado 
School o f  Mines at Golden, Colorado. 
His active participation in Hammer and 
Tongs was curtailed, at least temporarily. 
It was later that he organized a group o f  
engineers called the Square Set Club. In 
the spring o f  1907, on his way to what he 
often called “O ld M exico," Founder 
Schrader stopped in Golden and met the 
Club’s  members. The petition o f  the 
Square Set Club was accepted, and 
Gamma Chapter was installed, November 
8, 1907. Most interestingly, all three o f 
the Fraternity’s chapters had close ties 
with at least one o f  our Founders, resulted 
from their personal efforts, and those ties 
were established during the Founders’ 
years as undergraduate students.

For a number o f  years, the first three 
chapters, with the help o f  the Southwest 
Alumni Association, together wrote the 
Ritual, Constitution and Bylaws which 
with the pledge button, coat o f  arms and 
the official badge were adopted at the first 
national Convention held in February, 
1911, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. At this 
Convention, it was decided to change the 
name from Hammer and Tongs to Theta 
Tau. During this Convention, Erich 
Schrader was elected Grand Regent; John 
Lowell o f  Gamma, Grand Vice-Regent; 
Herman Hopkins o f  Beta, Grand Scribe; 
Ben Walling o f  Alpha, Grand Treasurer; 
and Charles Kumke o f  Beta. Grand 
Marshal. And with this Convention o f  its 
first three chapters and the Southwest 
Alumni Association, it was clear Theta 
Tau was a national fraternity.

Monument on the Colorado School 
of M ines Campus with 0 T  Coat of 

A rms lower right
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K a l v  S c h o l a r s h ip  E s t a b l is h e d

George P. Kalv, Gamma Beta ‘47 has made history by 
establishing the first named permanent fund within the 

Theta Tau Educational Foundation. Over the last couple 
years, Brother Kalv has contributed 
substantial sums to the Foundation 
that have been set aside in a separate 
fund in his name to finance the schol­
arships for student members o f  Theta 
Tau in perpetuity. A  portion o f  the 
interest/investment income from that 
perm anent fund will be used to 
advance these scholarship goals for 
our Fraternity, thus preserving the 
principal in the fund.

Since the establishment o f  the 
Foundation in 1998, scholarship 
funds have come from the annual 
operating income o f  the Foundation.
These scholarships will, o f  course, 
continue; however, the George P.
Kalv Fund, and ones like it estab­
lished in the years ahead, will enable 
a  greater level o f  support for engi­
neering students across the nation.
Please contact the Central Office if  
you are interested in being the next 
Brother to make such a commitment for the future.

Nearly Bro. K alv’s entire professional career was with 
The Haskell Company which ranks among the foremost firms 
in design-build projects. Haskell provides complete architec­

tural, engineering, construction, real estate and facility man­
agement services on a single-responsibility ("turnkey”) basis. 
The company’s projects include manufacturing plants, distri­

bution centers, medical facilities, 
low-temperature structures, office 
buildings, hotels and resorts, parking 
structures and institutional facilities. 
The geographical scope o f  Haskell’s 
work spans the Western Hemisphere, 
including Canada, the Caribbean, and 
Latin America.

Brother Kalv was bom in Omsk, 
Siberia shortly after the Russian 
Revolution. He attended the City 
College of New York before transfer­
ring to The George Washington 
University in DC. His education at 
GWU was interrupted by World War 
II, but he eventually completed his 
education thereafter and graduated in 
1947 with his electrical engineering 
degree. He moved to Florida shortly 
after graduation from GWU and 
worked for many years at the Haskell 
Company. Nearly his last decade 
there was as Senior Electrical 

Engineer, and he retired in 1983.
Please join us, and generations o f  Theta Tau student 

members yet to come, in thanking Brother Kalv for his gen­
erosity and foresight.

G i v i n g  C l u b s  F o r m e d

The Theta Tau Educational Foundation has established a number o f  Giving Clubs recently. These clubs recognize each 
member’s  lifetime/cumulative giving to both Theta Tau Fraternity and the Theta Tau Educational Foundation since con­

tributions were first requested back in 1963. From that year until 1998, alumni gifts were invested with the Founders’ 
Memorial Fund to provide loans for chapter housing or were used to offset the Fraternity’s operating expenses. Since the 
Educational Foundation was established in 1998, contributions to that separate charitable corporation have been used to fund 
the Foundation’s  Biennial Leadership Academy and student members and to provide scholarships to reward students' acad­
emic success.

The Foundation is grateful for all gifts, large and small, and especially grateful to those alumni who have shown their 
generosity with contributions year after year. Whether a contribution to the Fraternity in years past or the Foundation now, 
your gift to Theta Tau has a greater impact than virtually any other gift you may make.

Theta Tau Educational Foundation
whose cumulative giving has reached the following giving levels:

S100.000 Erich J. Schrader Society ibohedron Club 

and Garnet Club 

eminot Club
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2 0 0 4  H a l l  o f  F a m e  L a u r e a t e s  I n d u c t e d

Lawrence E. Bell, Chi ‘49, has over 
four decades o f  international senior 

executive expertise on three continents. 
Brother Bell was inducted into the Hall 
o f  Fame for service to his profession. 
He commenced his 23-year profession­
al career with General Electric (USA), 
as an honors graduate electrical/elec­
tronics engineer, having attended Yale 
University, Pomona College, and the 
University o f  Arizona. At GE, he spe­
cialized in power generation, electronic 
communications and informatics, major 
turn-key projects negotiations and field 
execution in Venezuela and Spain. His 
background in general management and 
major industrial projects marketing 
financing and field execution was fur­
thered by assignment in early 1959 to 
Spain as country manager for all GE 
ventures and activities. As such, he 
served on the boards o f  directors and 
executive management committees of 
General Electrica Espanola (then the 
largest Spanish electrical manufac­
turer), EDESA-Iberduero (then Spain’s 
largest home appliance manufacturer), 
Bull-General Electric (computer sys­
tems), and IGE-SPAIN (marketing all 
GE-USA products and services). Bell 
has held CEO posts in Mexico and 
Portugal in manufacturing corporations.

He has served as President o f  the 
American Chamber o f  Commerce in 
Spain for over a decade, when it was the 
largest American Chamber abroad with 
some 5,000 members, and as Chairman 
of the Council o f  American Chamber of 
Commerce o f  Europe in Brussels. He

was a founder and first President o f  the 
American School o f  Madrid, a  success­
ful international educational institution.

Mr. Bell was distinguished by the 
Spanish Government with the award o f  
the “Grand Cruz Isabel la Catolica”, a 
top award in recognition o f  contribu­
tions to Spain’s industrial, economic 
and cultural development. His current 
semi-retirement activities include pro­
moting uses o f  the internet, internation­
al travel, and advanced computer and 
telecommunications systems.

A Thom as Brown, Mu ‘77, has 
• been honored in recognition o f  

his outstanding service to the Fraternity. 
He earned his BSCET from The 
University o f  Alabama. As a student 
member he served his chapter as Scribe, 
Marshall and Vice Regent. He also 
served as the Alternate to the 1974 
Convention and as Delegate to the 1976 
Convention. It was at the 1976 
Convention that he was selected as the 
O utstanding D elegate, the highest 
recognition given by the Fraternity to a 
student member. Nationally, he served 
as Grand Inner Guard, Grand Vice 
Regent, and two terms each as Grand 
Regent and Delegate-at-Large. During 
his tenure as Grand Regent, he was 
responsible for providing some o f  our 
needed infrastructure. The Central 
Office was moved out o f  Executive 
Director Bob Pope’s home, the first 
computers for the Fraternity were pur­
chased, and he ensured that the tradition 
o f  annual national meetings was institu­

tionalized, rather than meeting bien­
nially as they had been in the past. As 
an example o f  Brother Brown’s devo­
tion, he has evaluated and scored each 
chapter’s Annual Report for the past 24 
years. This evaluation provides the 
basis for awarding Theta Tau’s highest 
awards for chapters - the Schrader 
Award (for Most Outstanding Chapter) 
and the Founders’ Award (for Most 
Improved Chapter). He is a Founding 
member o f  the Theta Tau Educational 
Foundation, a Second Century Society 
member, and the 1904 Society Member. 
Theta Tau’s 1990 National Convention 
was named in his honor. He served our 
country, both on active duty and in the 
reserves, achieving the  rank o f  
Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army 
Corps o f  Engineers. He is a Vice- 
President o f  Boyle Engineering 
Corporation and has extensive consult­
ing experience in the areas o f  water 
resources, including project manage­
ment o f  several major complex public 
works projects. He is a  Registered 
Professional Engineer in four states.

Lloyd A. D uscha, Alpha ‘45, has 
been honored for outstanding con­

tributions to the profession. He received 
a Bachelor o f  Civil Engineering degree 
w ith distinction in 1945 from the 
University o f  Minnesota. While at the 
University, he was elected to Tau Beta 
Pi and Chi Epsilon. In 1998, he received 
the Board o f  Regents Outstanding 
Achievement Award. Brother Duscha 
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served over 40 years, 25 in executive 
management positions, w ith the U.S. 
Army Corps o f  Engineers in progres­
sive professional engineering positions 
culminating as the Deputy Director, 
Engineering and Construction 
Directorate, Headquarters. His involve­
ment covered all phases - from planning 
to operations - o f  water resource devel­
opment, military construction projects, 
and w ork for other agencies. 
Subsequent to retirement, he became an 
independent engineering and manage­
ment consultant on major engineering 
projects to Federal Agencies, foreign 
government agencies, the World Bank, 
and private sector clients. He is also a 
retired reserve Commander in the U.S. 
N avy Civil Engineer Corps. Brother 
Duscha was elected to the National 
Academy o f  Engineering in 1987 and 
has served on numerous committees o f  
the National Research Council address­
ing areas o f  interest to various Federal 
agencies. He has also received the 
Presidential Rank o f  M eritorious 
Executive and the Department o f  Army 
Decoration for Exceptional Civilian 
Service. He is a  Fellow o f  the American 
Society o f  Civil Engineers, which 
awarded him the Wheeler Medal. He 
also served as President, U.S. 
Committee on Large Dams, and Chair, 
U.S. Section, Columbia River Treaty 
Permanent Engineering Board. Brother 
Duscha resides in Reston, VA.

William E. F ranklin , Zeta ‘57, has 
been honored for his outstanding 

professional career and his service to 
the Fraternity. He graduated from the 
University o f  Kansas in January 1957 
with a degree in geological engineering. 
As an undergraduate, he held various 
chapter offices, including Regent. He 
also was president o f  the Engineering 
Student Council and ed itor o f  the 
Kansas Engineer. Soon after graduation 
he was appointed a Theta Tau Regional 
Representative, and later he was Editor 
o f  The Gear o f  Theta Tau. His first pro­
fessional career was as a petroleum 
engineer for C ities Service Oil 
Company in Oklahoma. In 1964 he 
decided to change careers and earned a 
M aster o f  Industrial Administration 
degree from the Krannert School at 
Purdue University in 1965. That same 
year, he took a position with Midwest 
The Gear o f  Theta Tau

Research Institute in Kansas City, 
Missouri. While at MRI he gained 
national recognition in the fields o f 
Solid Waste M anagement and Life 
Cycle Assessment, a  methodology 
which he co-developed. This methodol­
ogy quantifies the environmental and 
energy effects o f  product development, 
use, and disposal -  “cradle to grave.” In 
1975, with wife Marge (also a KU engi­
neer), he founded Franklin Associates 
to provide consulting services in their 
areas o f  expertise. Their reputation con­
tinued to grow and they have provided 
consulting services to many Fortune 
500 companies and government agen­
cies such as the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and Department o f  
Energy. Franklin Associ-ates is now a 
division o f  Eastern Research Group. In 
addition to his professional career, he 
has had a distinguished public service 
career, including serving as Mayor o f 
Prairie Village, Kansas and as Johnson 
County Commissioner. He is a 
Presidential appointee to the US 
Kansas-Oklahoma-Arkansas River 
Com mission. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Franklin received the KU Distinguished 
Engineering Service Award in 2003.

Robert W. Rosene, Alpha ‘45, has 
been honored for his outstanding 

service to his profession. He was sent to 
the University o f  Minnesota by the U.S. 
Navy in 1943 to the Navy V-12 Officer 
training program during which time he 
joined Theta Tau. He continued Navy 
service on Okinawa, then returned to 
the University o f  Minnesota to obtain 
his MSCE and served as Graduate 
Counselor and House Manager while

living at the Theta Tau house. He is a 
member o f  Tau Beta Pi and Chi Epsilon. 
He has worked for an Architectural 
firm, a  construction company, and a 
small Consulting Engineering firm and 
was recalled to the Navy Civil Engineer 
Corps for two years during the Korean 
War. In 1959, he returned to the Twin 
Cities and became one o f  the founders 
o f  Bonestroo, Rosene, Anderlik and 
A ssoc., Consulting Engineers and 
Architects. He served the firm as Vice 
President until his retirement in 1992.

Brother Rosene has been active in 
ASCE, NSPE, MnSPE, SAME, the 
Consulting Engineers Council and UM. 
He was President o f  the local Society of 
A merican M ilitary Engineers, Vice 
Chairman for Professional Engineers in 
Private Practice in NSPE, President o f 
the Consulting Engineers Council, and 
he was President o f  the Institute of 
Technology Alumni Society o f  the 
University o f  Minnesota. Community 
activities have included leadership roles 
in the United Methodist Church and 
over 60 years with Boy Scouts. He was 
President o f  the Rotary Club and has 
endowed Scholarships for Eagle Scouts 
and for students at the University o f 
Minnesota. He has received the Silver 
Beaver and Distinguished Eagle Scout 
awards from the Boy Scouts. Engineer 
o f  the year award from MnSPE, 
Presidents’ Award from CECMn, 
D istinguished Service Award from 
NSPE, and the Spurgeon Award for 
community serivce. Brother Rosene is 
still active in community and profession 
and resides in St. Paul.



T heta  T a u ’s E x pa n sio n

The first three chapters served as the 
foundation for the Fraternity’s 

growth to other universities. The 
growth over the years has been affected 
by several factors which include nation­
al economics, wartime, and the limited 
budget o f  the national Fraternity. 
Additional factors were our restriction 
(since eliminated) that we start chapters 
only at schools with mining engineering 
degrees and the fractured nature of 
engineering organizations. For engi­
neers, there are technical societies and 
greek letter honor societies for nearly 
each engineering discipline as well as 
ones overlapping disciplines. Theta Tau 
also lost chapters and failed to start new 
chapters as the Fraternity and many uni­
versities struggled with the impact and 
interpretation o f  Title IX regulations 
affecting professional fraternities.

Delta Chapter, at the Case Institute 
o f  Technology, was the outgrowth o f  a 
local mining society, Mu Sigma, which 
had been founded in 1909. In 
December o f  that year, delegates from 
Mu Sigma and others met in 
Minneapolis to form a national mining 
fraternity called Sigma Kappa Alpha. 
By 1911, Case was the only remaining 
chapter o f  that society. The Chapter 
petitioned Theta Tau and was granted a 
charter on May 23, 1911. As a result o f 
the chapter’s improper operation, a  split 
occurred in 1923. In reorganizing the 
chapter. Professor F.R. “Count” Van 
Horn, Delta Hon. ‘92 played a major 
role as Adviser. The chapter became 
inactive in 1988 following many years 
o f  low membership and eventually fail­
ure to recruit any new members.

Epsilon Chapter began in February 
o f  1911 when a group o f  nine 
University o f  California students met at 
the Theta Delta Chi house in Berkeley 
to bring about a  closer union o f  geology 
and mining students. After four meet­
ings o f  this local, nameless society, 
under the chairmanship o f  Ralph 
Countryman, ‘ 12, a petition to Theta 
Tau was submitted and Epsilon Chapter 
was soon chartered with George D. 
Louderback, ‘96, as one o f  the charter 
members. He was later to become the 
Fraternity’s second Grand Regent. The 
installation occurred at the Phi Gamma 
6

Delta Fraternity house on May 4, 1911, 
although the charter bears the date May 
I, 1911. It is interesting that although 
the charter was voted to Delta before 
Epsilon, the latter chapter was actually 
installed ahead o f  Delta. Epsilon is 
therefore the fourth oldest chapter o f  
Theta Tau. Sadly to say. Epsilon 
became inactive in 1975; however, the 
national Fraternity is currently working 
toward its reactivation.

Z eta Chapter’s Previous House 
D isplaying KU  and 0 T  Flags

Z eta  Chapter began with the 
founding o f  the Tunnel and Shaft 
Society at the University o f  Kansas on 
October 27, 1911. It was founded for 
the express purpose o f  petitioning Theta 
Tau for a charter, as a result o f  the 
acquaintance o f  Ross Parker, ‘12, with 
Founder Schrader’s  family. O n April 
17, 1912, the chapter was installed. A 
number o f  Zeta alumni have served the 
Fraternity as national officers; three o f  
them as Grand Regent.

Eta Chapter was established at the 
Massachusetts Institute o f  Technology 
on May 23, 1912, as the result o f  the 
efforts o f  two Alpha and two Gamma 
alumni taking graduate work at MIT. It 
existed until the depression year of 
1930. In its active period, Eta initiated 
301 members, many o f  whom later

achieved great prominence. One, J. 
Sidney M arine, ‘ 18, was the 
F raternity’s  third Grand Regent. 
Interestingly, it has just come to the 
attention o f  Executive D irector 
Abraham that as long ago as the 1890s, 
there existed a student organization at 
MIT named the Society o f  Hammer and 
Tongs. There is, however, no indication 
that our Founders knew o f  this group, 
nor do we know if  our Eta Chapter was 
affiliated w ith the local H & T group. 
Similarities between our current badge 
(adopted in 1911) and the MIT group’s 
badge shown are obvious however.

T heta  Chapter was started when a 
charter was granted to the Senior 
Mining Society at Columbia University. 
This society was originally an honorary 
one. and membership was regarded as a 
distinct honor. In 1914, the society 
became more liberal in its membership 
requirements as a result o f  student 
demand, and any mining student was 
considered eligible. Under the leader­
ship o f  Emest Klepetko, Beta ‘ 11, a past 
Regent o f  his chapter who was attend­
ing graduate school at Columbia, the 
group petitioned Theta Tau for a charter. 
As a result, the Senior Mining Society 
became Theta o f  Theta Tau when fifteen 
members were initiated on May 26, 
1914. With the entry o f  the United 
States into World War I, the chapter 
began to falter as the members volun­
teered for service. Chapter functions 
were suspended, and the records given 
over to the Scribe. In 1920, the chapter 
was revived with the initiation o f  five 
members by a group from Eta. In 1957, 
because o f  the F ra ternity’s  “white 
clause,” Theta turned in its charter. It 
was reactivated in 1963, after the mem­
bership limitation was changed, but 
folded again in 1970.

Io ta  Chapter resulted from the 
efforts o f  two Delta alumni, Robert J. 
Anderson, ‘14, and E. Ross Housholder, 
‘17. It was installed at Missouri School 
o f  Mines and Metallurgy in Rolla, on 
Febmary 5, 1916, when eight o f  its ten 
charter members were initiated. In 
1975, the charter was suspended, and 
later revoked, because o f  illegal initia­
tions and failure to pay required fees 
and dues. A local group with a name 
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similar to ours at UMR has continued to 
operate though it has no affiliation with 
our national Fraternity.

A graduate student in civil engi­
neering, George A. Geib, Alpha ‘15, 
was the one who organized K appa 
Chapter, installed on March 25, 1916 at 
the University o f  Illinois. From the 
start, the chapter was able to attract out­
standing students, many o f  whom 
achieved greatness in their professional 
careers. During its 23 years, it initiated 
a total o f  455 members.

L am bda  Chapter originated in 
1908, as a  group o f  engineering stu­
dents at the University o f  Utah formed 
the U-Tech Club. Its objects and ideals 
were to enlarge upon and amplify tech­
nical and scientific knowledge. In order 
to foster good fellowship among the 
student members, it was also a semi­
social organization. T heta Tau 
Fraternity w as established at Utah 
largely through the efforts o f  Hubert L. 
Pascoe, Epsilon ‘20, originally o f  Salt 
Lake City. In 1919, he represented his 
chapter as Delegate to the national 
Convention. Brother Pascoe stopped in 
Salt Lake en route to the Convention, 
and while there he met some members 
o f  the U-Tech Club. Discussions fol­
lowed, and in very short order, the U- 
Techs prepared, signed, and delivered a 
petition to Brother Pascoe, requesting 
membership in Theta Tau. According to 
reports. Brother Pascoe made a very 
convincing argument in favor o f  the 
petition, and without further ado, the 
Convention voted to grant the U-Tech 
Club a charter. Thus, in only a few 
w eeks, the U-Tech Club became 
Lambda Chapter o f  Theta Tau on April 
29, 1920.

M u C hapter’s House on the

Alabama Campus 
M u Chapter began in 1914 when a 

group o f  student engineers on the cam­
pus o f  the University o f  Alabama organ- 
The Gear o f  Theta Tau

ized a group called the “Engineers’ 
Club.” This club existed until 
November 15, 1919, at which time it 
affiliated with the American 
Association o f  Engineers. Since the 
A.A.E. took in all engineering students 
indiscriminately, the fraternal spirit o f 
the organization, to a degree, disap­
peared. A group o f  twelve men felt the 
need o f  a strong fraternal organization 
and fostered this feeling, but took no 
definite steps until the beginning o f  the 
scholastic year o f  1921 when they orga­
nized a club, called the “Castle Club," 
with the view o f  affiliating with a 
national fraternity. On January 3, 1922, 
this group became Mu Chapter o f  Theta 
Tau. One o f  its charter members was 
Robert J. Van de G raaf whose generator 
gained fame.

Nu Chapter was established on 
January I , 1922, at the Carnegie 
Institute o f  Technology, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and existed until 1948, 
when its charter was suspended. 
During the next biennium, because of 
the institution's insistence upon modifi­
cation o f  the chapter’s  membership 
qualifications, Theta Tau reluctantly 
withdrew the charter. During its twen­
ty-eight years at Carnegie Tech, N u ini­
tiated 516 members.

Xi Chapter o f  Theta Tau at 
University o f  Wisconsin, Madison, was 
installed January 13, 1923, largely 
through the efforts o f  Ernest J. 
Schrader, Hon. ‘21 brother o f  Founder 
Erich Schrader. It became inactive in 
1929. Seventeen years later, on 
October 29, 1946, a group o f  enterpris­
ing engineering students striving to pro­
mote a greater interest in the profession, 
organized as Gamma Mu Epsilon. The 
following year, on March 22, Theta Tau 
returned to the campus when Gamma 
Mu Epsilon was granted its request to 
reactivate the Theta Tau charter.

O m icron Chapter resulted primari­
ly from the efforts o f  Paul L. Mercer, 
‘21 who organized at the University o f 
Iowa, the Mecca Club, later named 
Theta Sigma Delta. In 1921, a  petition 
was made to Theta Tau which was 
approved some time later. Installation 
was on February 3, 1923.
Contemporarily w ith Theta Sigma 
Delta, a local radio fraternity, Chi Delta 
Sigma, headed by Joseph W. Howe ‘24, 
was searching for affiliation with a

Omicron Alumni have a  Long 
H isto ry  o f  Editing 

Th e  Gear of Theta Tau

highly regarded national organization. 
The high quality o f  the members o f  Chi 
Delta Sigma made them potential Theta 
Tau material. These two factors led to a 
merger and on May 20, 1926, the mem­
bers and alumni o f  Chi Delta Sigma 
were initiated into Omicron Chapter. 
Brothers Howe and Mercer were later 
to serve as Editors o f  The Gear o f  Theta 
Tau from 1929-61. Brother Petrzelka 
later served as Editor.

Pi Chapter was organized when, 
circa 1920, a group o f  leading engineer­
ing students at the U niversity of 
Virginia formed a local organization 
named “Epsilon Society.”  The men in 
this society were chosen for outstanding 
leadership in the Engineering School as 
well as for scholastic abilities, it being 
stressed that the two should play equal 
parts in their election to this society. 
This organization began a search for a 
national engineering fraternity to which 
it could petition for a charter. In 1921, 
Theta Tau was petitioned. After much 
correspondence, in the spring o f  1923, 
Epsilon Society was notified it would 
be accepted. Thus Pi o f  Theta Tau 
began on May 26, 1923. In 1976, it 
turned in its charter because the univer­
sity would not permit it to meet on cam­
pus or use school resources until it 
admitted female members. Fortunately. 
Pi Chapter was reinstalled on October 
I, 1988. Dana Wortman, Pi ‘00, was 
elected Grand Scribe at the Centennial 
Convention following a  term as Atlantic 
Regional Director.

Rho Chapter came into being when 
a professional engineering fraternity. 
Alpha Sigma Epsilon, was organized at 
the North Carolina State College, 
Raleigh, in 1917. A few years later, 
Judson D. Albright, Jr., Rho ‘21, started 
h is correspondence w ith Erich J. 
Schrader and the local group decided to 
petition Theta Tau. The petition was



Rho Chapter’s Roll N umber I, 
Buck Morris, a t  N C State for the 

Chapter’s 65th Anniversary. 
discussed at the 1921 Convention of 
Theta Tau and granted a t the 
Convention in 1923, with installation 
on February 16, 1924.

Sigma Chapter was organized in 
the fall o f  1921 when a group o f  engi­
neering students at the Ohio State 
University applied to the administration 
for recognition as “The Engineers' 
Club." This group wished to promote 
" . . .a  professional engineering club 
wherein, through the bonds formed by 
social contact, they could broaden their 
technical training, widen their outlook, 
and advance in their chosen profes­
sion.” Such recognition was granted, 
and in the year which followed, the

members spent most o f  their time draw­
ing up a constitution and formulating 
policies for the club’s operation. In the 
fall o f  1922, the members recognized 
the need for a house if  the objectives of 
the club were to be carried out. 
Therefore the club investigated the pos­
sibility o f  obtaining a  house, and, in 
1923, it was able to lease a house at 181

E. 12th Avenue from another fraternity 
at Ohio State. On April 10, 1924. the 
Club petitioned the Executive Council 
o f  Theta Tau for acceptance as a chapter 
o f  the Fraternity. This request was 
granted, and on November 29, 1924, the 
new chapter was installed. Among its 
charter members were two future Grand 
Regents, Russell G  Glass ‘24, and C. 
Ramond Hanes '24.

Tau Chapter o f  Theta Tau was for­
merly the Alpha Chapter o f  Tau Delta 
Sigma. Tau Delta Sigma was founded 
at Syracuse University in 1905 as a 
local professional engineering fraternity 
with the object o f  becoming national 
after suitable expansion. This intention 
was carried out by giving o f  charters to 
locals at Brown and Lehigh 
Universities. Partially because o f  
World War I, and partially because 
these chapters did not keep in touch 
with the parent chapter, their organiza­
tions died. Still with the desire to unite 
with a national organization with a pur­
pose o f  fostering fellowship and strong 
personal bonds among its alumni, Tau 
Chapter o f  Theta Tau was established. 
The chapter was formally installed on 
December 12, 1925.

Upsilon’s O ld House W elcoming

A lumni to Founders’ Day 
U psilon Chapter resulted when 

Delta Psi Fraternity was organized at 
the University o f  Arkansas during the 
winter term o f  the school year 1918-19 
for the purpose o f  promoting the inter­
ests o f  the College o f  Engineering, as 
well as fostering an interest in student 
activities. It was then known as the 
Engineers’ Club. After a  successful 
year, it was thought that the Club had 
attained a standing which would merit 
petitioning a national body for member­
ship and on March 31, 1921, a  petition 
was sent to the Executive Council o f 
ThetaTau. A ttheC onventionofT heta  
Tau, however, the petition was held 
over for further information. Realizing 
the deficiencies o f  the first petition, it

was then decided to formulate a  more 
complete petition.

During the fall o f  1926, the mem­
bers o f  Delta Psi revived interest in peti­
tioning Theta Tau for a chapter at the 
University o f  Arkansas. Correspon­
dence and personal association with 
two members o f  the national fraternity. 
Dr. R.J. Russell, Epsilon ‘ 19, from 
Texas Tech at Lubbock, Texas, and 
Professor C.V. Mann, Iota Hon. ‘14, of 
Rolla, Missouri, were continued for 
over a  year. Finally, the men were 
rewarded for their efforts in December. 
1927, and were granted a charter as 
Upsilon Chapter o f  Theta Tau. The first 
opportunity for the installation o f  the 
chapter was during the Easter holidays 
and, consequently, the installation was 
held on April 7, 1928.

Phi’s N ew C hapter House

Phi Chapter resulted from  the 
founding o f  the Torque Fraternity. May 
16, 1921, on the Purdue University 
campus. This was the first o f  many 
steps resulting finally in the formation 
o f  Phi Chapter. Twenty-eight electrical 
engineering students joined together for 
the purpose o f  gaining fellowship, 
strengthening the bonds o f  those in the 
engineering profession, and improving 
student scholarship. Very little time 
passed before a constitution was drawn 
up explicitly outlining the high stan­
dards and principles believed in by the 
founders. It was th is initial constitution 
which was later found to have much in 
common with that o f  Theta Tau.

During the first year many changes 
were effected: officers were elected, a 
residence rented, help hired, and the 
constitution revised, (revision opened 
membership to all engineering stu­
dents.) In 1927, when Torque had 
shown it was an organization o f  high 
standards and ethics, a petition was 
made to Theta Tau for the establishment 
o f  a chapter at Purdue. This petition 
was granted, and the chapter was 
installed April 21, 1928.

S igma’s C hapter House
AS IT LOOKED DECADES AGO
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Chi Student M embers in 1934

Chi Chapter o f  Theta Tau was 
installed on April 23, 1930, at the 
University o f  Arizona. Pi Delta Tau, a 
local engineering fraternity, had peti­
tioned Theta Tau for a charter. 
Although the name o f  Louis Fiscel, Chi 
‘26, does not appear on the charter o f  
Chi Chapter, his efforts as head o f  Pi 
Delta Tau were o f  great importance in 
the establishment o f  the chapter, as 
were those o f  E.S. Borgquist, Lambda 
‘11, and H.A. Jimerson, Zeta ‘26.

Psi Chapter’s history dates back to 
1931 when the local, Alpha Theta, at the 
Montana School o f  Mines, saw the 
advantages o f  a bond with a national 
fraternity. Upon examining several 
national engineering fraternities, Alpha

Stained Glass at Montana Tech

Theta decided to petition Theta Tau. 
The correspondence then begun took 
well over a  year before a letter o f  recog­
nition was received from the Grand 
Scribe, Erich J. Schrader. Arrange­
ments were completed and on May 7, 
1932, Psi Chapter was installed.

O m ega Chapter o f  Theta Tau was 
established at the South Dakota School 
o f  Mines on March 26, 1932. T heprior 
organization, which eventually led to 
affiliation with Theta Tau, was the local 
fraternity Phi Alpha Lambda, organized 
in 1920, with the distinction o f  being 
the first fraternal organization at the 
school. Although organized as a social 
fraternity, Phi Alpha Lambda had been 
interested in development along engi­
neering lines. Consequently, the mem­
bers, realizing the advantages o f  affilia- 
The Gear o f  Theta Tau

tion with a national professional engi­
neering organization, petitioned Theta 
Tau Fraternity. The granting o f  this 
charter in 1932, established Omega

New Building N amed in Honor of 
D ean Howard Peterson, O  ‘50, 

on the SDSMT Campus

Chapter o f  Theta Tau at South Dakota 
Mines, with the petitioning members of 
Phi Alpha Lambda as charter members.

For some time prior to 1927, there 
was an apparent need for closer fellow­
ship among the men enrolled in the sev­
eral branches o f  engineering at The 
George Washington University. On 
April 28, 1927, a meeting was held at 
which was organized the professional 
engineering fraternity. Phi Theta Xi, 
w hich later became G am m a Beta 
Chapter. With the strong backing and 
encouragement o f  both the school in 
general and the engineering faculty in 
particular, this fraternity flourished. 
The caliber o f  its men was such that, 
soon after its founding, both the real 
and imaginary barriers among students 
in the several branches o f  engineering 
were battered down. It was due to the 
unification efforts o f  this small handful 
o f  men that an activity known as the 
Engineers' banquet was bom on the 
George Washington campus.

In 1934, feeling the need for an 
even stronger fraternity, and at the sug­
gestion o f  Norman B. “Deacon” Ames, 
‘ 17, these men petitioned the Executive 
C ounc ilo fT hetaT au fo racharte r. On 
March 16, 1935, Professor Ames real­
ized one o f  his fondest dreams, that o f 
being a founder o f  a chapter o f  Theta 
Tau. He later served as Grand Regent, 
and succeeded Founder Schrader as 
Grand Scribe.

D elta B eta Chapter resulted 
because Alpha Pi Fraternity was orga­
nized on March 16, 1926, less than a 
year after the founding o f  the Speed

Scientific School as a  division o f  the 
University o f  Louisville. Its co­
founders, Dean Brigman and Professor 
Wylie B. Wendt, Hon. ‘06, intended this 
fraternity to be o f  a professional nature, 
with membership limited strictly to 
engineers and composed of students 
w ith high scholastic standings and 
records o f  leadership and outstanding 
performance in general school activi­
ties. With these objects in mind, the 
selection of the several students who 
would individually meet these require­
ments and collectively form a homoge­
neous and harmonious group was 
undertaken. The details o f  organization 
were then quickly but thoroughly 
worked out and the first business meet­
ing was held a few weeks later. In the 
late 1930’s, this local group began cor­
responding with Grand Scribe Schrader, 
and as a result, a petition was finally 
submitted, and the installation o f  Delta 
Beta Chapter was conducted on May 
20,1939. Delta Beta chapter was lost in 
1977 when it was misled by a universi­
ty official about the effects o f  Title IX, 
and chapter members were convinced 
to petition and join en masse another 
national fraternity.

Epsilon Beta’s House D ecorated
for the Holidays

Epsilon Beta Chapter began as the 
result o f  a  petition by a local fraternity 
Epsilon Sigma at Wayne University in 
Detroit (now Wayne State University). 
Its history began with the old Wayne 
Engineering Society. Some o f  the stu­
dents o f  this society realized they were 
lacking the brotherhood present in a fra­
ternity, and decided to form a fraternity 
which would be able to fill most o f  the 
social as well as professional needs of 
engineers. Thus, in 1928, seventeen 
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members o f the society formed Epsilon 
Sigma Fraternity. As the years passed, 
Epsilon Sigma became one o f  the sig­
nificant organizations in the 
Engineering College. In 1950, its mem­
bers realized they were lacking another 
important aspect o f  fraternity life - that 
o f  having brothers with similar goals 
throughout the country. Looking for a 
national professional engineering fra­
ternity, Epsilon Sigma found in Theta 
Tau the ideals and desires for which it 
was searching. In the fall o f  1950, 
Epsilon Sigma petitioned Theta Tau 
Fraternity, and was installed on May 19, 
1951, as Epsilon Beta Chapter, with 
Charles E. Wales ‘53, a future Grand 
Regent, as one o f  the charter members.

Zeta Beta Chapter was installed 
nine years later. May 7, 1960, at Utah 
State University, Logan. Jay N. Thorpe, 
Lambda ‘57. interested a group o f  stu­
dents in organizing as the Utah State 
Engineers Club to petition for a charter. 
Assisting in this activity were Robert E. 
Pope, Zeta ‘52, newly appointed 
Traveling Secretary; and Reynold K. 
Watkins, Lambda '44 , and Fred J. 
Donkin, Lambda ‘44, who were on the 
faculty. Dean F. Peterson, ‘34, Dean of 
Engineering, and F. Gam Haatch ‘39, 
were also active in the formation o f  the 
chapter, and were among the charter ini­
tiates. Students David Bowser, ‘62, and 
Ralph Kangas, ‘62, were the first two 
charter members and Jack A. Grimmett, 
‘62, the first Regent. Due to lack of 
interest and initiations, the chapter 
ceased to exist in 1966.

Eta Beta Chapter was installed 
May 13, 1961 at the Cullen College of 
engineering, University o f  Houston. A 
local student engineering club. Epsilon 
Nu Gamma, was organized in 1959 
with the purpose o f  later affiliating with 
Theta Tau. Jerry Rix, ‘61, was the 
g roup 's first chairman, Professor 
William J. Leach, ‘50, Assistant Dean 
of Engineering, was the group’s  adviser, 
and was initiated as a charter member. 
At the time o f  the installation, Ned B. 
Cheshire, ‘62, was President o f  the 
group. Edgar A. Rapp, Jr., ‘62 was the 
first Regent.

T heta  Beta Chapter at the 
University of Washington in Seattle was 
installed on March 2, 1963. The chap­
ter began as a local engineering frater­
nity called Epsilon Nu Gamma. It was 
10

organized in 1962 under the direction of 
Roy A. McCready, Psi ‘39, o f  the facul­
ty, and Jay N. Thorpe, Lambda ‘57, then 
Grand Outer Guard, with the assistance 
o f  the Pacific Northwest Alumni Club 
which included Founders Vinal and 
Hanks among its members. The chap­
te r’s  first Regent was James C. 
Chestnutt, ‘64. Due to lack o f  interest 
and initiations, the chapter ceased to 
function in 1971.

Iota Beta Chapter became affiliat­
ed with Theta Tau on February 15, 
1964. This chapter grew from a local 
fraternity, Chi Sigma Phi, founded at 
the University o f  Detroit, March 22, 
1922. With the help o f  Grand Scribe 
Pope, the first contact was made with 
the local fraternity in 1957 when 
Edward J. McGough, ‘57, was its 
President. Epsilon Beta Chapter was 
influential in Chi Sigma Phi’s decision 
to seek affiliation. At the installation, 
thirty student and three alumnus mem­
bers were initiated. Among the latter 
was Dean Clement J. Freund, ‘22, Chi 
Sigma Phi Moderator for many years, 
who was appointed Chapter Adviser. 
Richard A. Salturelli, ‘64, the last 
President o f  Chi Sigma Phi, became the 
first charter member, and first Regent of 
the new chapter.

Kappa Beta C hapter Sign and 
House E xpansion 

were Completed in 2003

K appa Beta Chapter at Mississippi 
State University in Starkville resulted 
from extension efforts by members o f  
Mu Chapter in the spring o f  1963. A 
local fraternity was organized under the 
name o f  Mu Sigma Epsilon, and recog­
nized by the University that fall. 
Quickly, it became involved in College 
o f  Engineering activities. Its petition 
was approved, and on November 21, 
1964, the chapter was installed with the 
initiation o f  tw enty-five members, 
including George A. Newbill, ‘65, Past 
President o f  Mu Sigma Epsilon, and

James K. U pchurch, Jr., ‘65, first 
Regent o f  the new chapter.

One of Lambda Beta Chapter’s 
Previous Homes

L am bda Beta Chapter traces its 
origin back to a group o f  seven engi­
neering students at Tennessee 
Technological U niversity that began 
discussing the formation o f  a fraternity 
in the fall o f  1965. They formed a local 
professional engineering fraternity. 
Sigma Delta Phi which was granted 
recognition by the University in May 
,1966. Its first President would later 
become Grand Regent o f  Theta Tau. He 
was Stephen J. Barth, ‘67, son o f  
Howard J. Barth, Phi ‘38. The fraterni­
ty petitioned Theta Tau, and was certi­
fied as a colony on October 28, 1967, 
with W. William Thompson, Jr., ‘68, as 
President. Just eleven months later, 
September 28, 1968, the colony was 
installed as a chapter. Its first Regent 
was Harvill C. Eaton, ‘70. It has also 
established a tradition o f  excellence, 
receiving the Schrader Award, as Theta 
Tau’s outstanding chapter, for the fifth 
consecutive time in 1978, an unprece­
dented achievement. Lam bda Beta 
Chapter had operated a chapter house 
since its days as a colony, but currently

At General Motors Institute, Flint, 
Michigan, M u Beta Chapter began with 
the founding o f  Phi Epsilon Fraternity, 
March 15, 1964. Donald W. Antonow, 
Epsilon Beta ‘65, who had transferred 
to GMI, and Professor James B. Bay, 
Beta ‘54, were instrumental in bringing 
together interested engineering students 
under the leadership o f  John Bas, ‘67, in 
“A” section, and John Murray, ‘68, in 
“B” section, for the purpose o f  forming 
a local organization with the object o f 
petitioning Theta Tau. The Convention 
in 1964 amended the Bylaws to provide 

Fall 2004



for colony status as an optional interme­
diate step forward becoming a Theta 
Tau chapter. A ccordingly, on 
September 25, 1968, Phi Epsilon was 
certified as the first colony o f  Theta 
Tau. Since GMI was still awaiting 
accreditation by the Engineers’ Council 
for Professional Development, the 
Fraternity extended the colonization 
period for another three years beyond 
the fall o f  1968. However, the 
Convention that D ecem ber amended 
the Constitution to allow installation of 
a chapter at a  school without ECPD 
accreditation under special conditions. 
Accordingly, the colony petitioned, and 
on August 2, 1969, the chapter was 
installed with the initiation o f  fifteen of 
the twenty charter members, followed 
by the largest initiation in Theta Tau 
history as fifty-five others became stu­
dent and alum nus members o f  the 
Fraternity. Curricula at GMI were later 
accredited by ECPD (now ABET).

• --';x V ^ ,
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“L ighting the M ” 
is a T radition at 
UW-Platteville 

Nu Beta Chapter at the University 
o f  Wisconsin - Platteville, resulted from 
the efforts o f  Allan T. Mense, Chi ‘68, a 
graduate student at the University of 
W isconsin - M adison, and student 
members o f  Xi Chapter who visited in 
Platteville to develop an interest in 
Theta Tau among engineering students 
there. The result was the formation o f  
Mu Beta Fraternity which successfully 
petitioned Theta Tau and was certified a 
colony on May 6, 1973. Two years 
later, on April 26, 1975, it was installed 
as a chapter with the initiation o f  ten 
charter members and twenty-five oth­
ers. Kenneth G. Fries, ‘75, became the 
first Regent o f  the new chapter.

The Theta Tau Colony at Lawrence 
Institute o f  Technology (now Lawrence 
Technological University) was founded 
in late September 1986 as the Lambda 
Tau local fraternity, w ith the sole pur­
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Xi Beta Student M embers ready 
for Recruitment

pose o f  becoming a chapter o f  Theta 
Tau Professional Engineering 
Fraternity. An instrumental figure in 
the establishment and organization of 
Xi Beta was Jerome Palardy (Epsilon 
Beta Chapter), who guided Lambda Tau 
through rough times. The group origi­
nally consisted o f  22 charter members 
who compiled a  petition for coloniza­
tion to the Theta Tau Fraternity. This 
petition was accepted. Shortly after the 
charter members were organized, 
another seven students were accepted 
for membership. Following another 
successful petition to Theta Tau, the 
chapter was installed on November 21,
1987. Several alumni o f  the chapter 
have already left their mark on the 
national Fraternity. Currently, Justin G  
Wiseman serves as Grand Vice-Regent 
and Christopher A. Stockman as Grand 
Treasurer. The chapter has also had a 
well-organized House Corporation 
since its beginning. As a result, it will 
likely be the “youngest" chapter to soon 
have a Theta Tau-owned chapter house.

During the w inter o f  1986, Epsilon 
Beta Chapter held its second “Atomic 
Beach Bash" at their house. In atten­
dance at this gathering were several 
University o f  Michigan-Dearbom engi­
neering students. After this party, the 
UM-D students discussed among them­
selves that this is what the University o f  
Michigan-Dearbom was missing; a pro­
fessional engineering fraternity in 
which engineering students could share 
their professional interests among its 
members while at the same time being 
bonded together by a strong fraternal 
brotherhood. Thus began here the effort 
to establish O m icron Beta Chapter.

In April, 1986, Mark Holzhauer 
contacted Epsilon Beta Vice Regent 
Jerry Palardy on how he could start a 
Theta Tau Chapter. With his help, Mark 
Holzhauer organized the local Pi Beta 
Professional Engineering Fraternity in

the summer o f  1987 with the sole intent 
o f  becoming a Theta Tau chapter. The 
fraternity consisted o f  nine upper level 
electrical engineering students who 
shared classes. By the beginning of the 
school term, the group was recognized 
as a campus organization and given an 
office on campus.

Completing the fall term and going 
into the winter term, the local had 
grown from nine members to 22 and 
was preparing to be colonized as a 
Theta Tau colony. On Febmary 8, 1987, 
Pi Beta Professional Engineering 
Fraternity was officially certified as the 
U niversity o f  Michigan-Dearbom 
Colony o f  Theta Tau. With a pledge 
class o f  15 in the winter term, the 
colony became still more active on 
campus. The activities o f  the colony 
during the winter term included shovel­
ing snow for the elderly, participating in 
the Student Engineering night at the 
university, volunteering time and finan­
cial assistance to Focus: Hope, and hav­
ing the highest rate o f  participation in 
the university Greek World activities. 
Even in the summer while preparing the 
petition, the colony organized two 
tours. The first was the General Motors 
Tech Center’s Com puter Science 
Department, which past Grand Regent 
George Dodd ran, and the second was 
the General Dynamics Detroit Tank 
Arsenal. The chapter was installed 
January 16, 1988.

The Beta Chapter o f  Theta Alpha 
Sigma National Service Fraternity was 
established at W estern Michigan 
University in 1983. The purpose o f  the 
chapter was to “unite the students o f  the 
college, expand their knowledge of 
other fields in engineering and applied 
sciences, and to promote unity between 
the college and the community." Unlike 
many o f  the college’s other engineering 
societies, the organization was open to 
students enrolled in any curriculum of 
the College o f  Engineering and Applied 
Sciences (from Electrical Engineering 
to Home Economics). Since this chap­
ter o f  another Fraternity that became Pi 
Beta Chapter was long-standing, it had 
the right within our laws to follow an 
expedited path to chapter status (skip­
ping colony status). Although this 
shortened path was common decades 
ago when there were numerous local 
engineering fraternities across the coun-



2 nd  C e n t u r y  S o c i e t y

THETt TAD
2104

You too can provide assistance to our Fraternity and Foundation beyond even your 
own lifetime. Contact the Central Office (800/264-1904) for more information o: 
the Second Century Society! We greatly thank these Second C entury  Societjf 
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Michael A braham , Epsilon Beta ‘92 
Dean W. Bettinger, Tau ‘81 
A. Thom as Brown, M u ‘77 
Jeffrey S. Brow n, Phi ‘87 

J . M atthew  C lark , K appa Beta ‘99 
John  W. F. Dulles, Chi ‘43 

C harles H . G nerlich, Delta Beta ‘66 
J . Hal G rossm an, Phi ‘71 

Lee C. H aas, Rho ‘62

L ester A. H aug, Z eta ‘39 
G eorge K. K ostopoulos, Xi Beta ‘88 

D uncan M. M cIntosh, C hi ‘6S 
Jo h n  A. McNary, C hi ‘37 
W ayne K. M ilne, Phi ‘38 
O tto Pfahl, Mu Beta ‘69 
R obert E. Pope, Z eta ‘52 

Ron S tarr, Beta ‘67 
Ju stin  G  W isem an, Xi Beta ‘95

try, it is far less common today since 
there remain few if  any locals.

The activities o f  the chapter varied 
with community service projects, pro­
fessional development functions, and 
social events. Some projects have 
become annual such as the Theta Alpha 
Sigma Faculty Appreciation Day, where 
the faculty o f  the College o f  
Engineering is invited to meet the mem­
bers o f  Theta Alpha Sigma and enjoy 
refreshments provided by the chapter. 
Other traditional activities include 
involvement in the WMU Tech Expo, 
various homecoming events, and occa­
sional plant tours.

Over the past five years, the chap­
ter has seen changes in direction and 
membership. The membership consis­
tently included only engineering 
majors, and many o f  the chapter activi­
ties seemed to be engineering oriented. 
The members were aware o f  these 
trends. Consequently, in the fall of 
1987, the members began to search for 
a national organization with similar 
goals and interests. On March 24, 1988, 
Theta Tau was brought to the attention 
o f  Mr. Andrew Wheeler by the Office of 
the Dean o f  Engineering and Applied 
Sciences. On the same day, Mr. 
Wheeler called upon Mr. Robert Pope 
for more information about Theta Tau. 
On August 18,1988, Brothers Wheeler 
and Jon Lea attended the Theta Tau’s 
Thirty-Eighth Biennial Convention. 
The two were impressed with the frater­
nity and began to plan their organiza­
tion's petition. The group’s utmost goal 
o f  becoming a chapter o f  Theta Tau was 
realized on June 17, 1989.

Rho Beta Chapter began when the 
local fraternity Theta Tau Omicron 
12

Upsilon held its first meeting May 7, 
1988. The meeting was organized fol­
lowing a very successful mailing done 
by the national Fraternity, and was led 
by Jerry Palardy and several from 
Sigma Chapter including Regent Rick 
Czeck. The bylaws for the group were 
established and a com m ittee was 
appointed, headed by Glenn Babiak and 
Dale Seaman, to prepare the petition for 
colonization. The local began a variety 
o f  activities. The science fair at Athens 
Middle School was a success with 
about 15 members judging the projects. 
The colony was also very active in the 
College o f  Engineering and 
Technology. They had tours o f  Stocker 
Center, the engineering facility, and 
administered the JETS (Junior 
Engineering Tests) given to prospective 
engineering students. The colony was 
also called upon to help with the run­
ning o f  the cable car contest that is held 
at the end o f  every winter quarter by the 
Mechanical Engineering Department.

RUMUN.POY SCHOM

Painting the Wall At OU is a Fun 
Tradition for Rho Beta Chapter

Also during that winter quarter, the 
colony participated in N ational 
Engineers Week by sponsoring and 
preparing a display about Paul and Beth 
Stocker who donated the money for the 
engineering school’s  primary facility,

Stocker Center. The first elections were 
held placing President Todd Ebert in his 
second term, making Scott McCort Vice 
president, Todd Althouse remained in 
h is treasurer position, John Battles 
became Secretary, and Ken Dearing 
w as again Corresponding Secretary. 
Spring quarter was a  busy one for the 
colony. Their social atmosphere had 
increased and attracted students from 
all over campus. There were also pic­
nics with the Dean and Faculty o f  the 
Engineering College. The colony also 
held fund raising events such as credit 
card sales and the campus-wide distrib­
ution o f  exam week survival kits. 
Follow ing this period o f  sustained 
growth and development as a colony, 
the petition to becom e Rho Beta 
Chapter was accepted and the chapter 
installed on November 4, 1989.

The history o f  Sigma Beta Chapter 
began on January 23, 1988, a local 
organization at the U niversity o f  
Wisconsin-Milwaukee had its first offi­
cial meeting. Members in attendance 
were Vito J. Russo, John A. Krueger, 
James J. Cornelius, Greg A. Smith, and 
Salvatore J. Foti. It was decided at this 
time that this group would be called 
Pro-MEMICC, and its sole purpose 
would be to petition Theta Tau. The 
idea was sparked by John Krueger and 
Vito Russo’s acquaintance with Jessie 
Fuh o f  Xi chapter. Pro stands for pro­
fessional and MEMlCC is an acronym 
using the six engineering fields at 
UWM: M echanical, Electrical,
M aterials, Industrial, Civil and 
Computer Science. Shortly after the 
first meeting, Pro-MEMICC gathered 
five more members: K enneth J. 
Bergschultz, Paul J. Grosskreuz, Dan E.

Fall 2004



Gruber, Anthony J. Russo, and Tammy 
L. Schoessow. In addition to the origi­
nal m embers, two others, Roger 
Janquart and Robert Equitz were added 
to the group bringing membership to 
twelve. These would become the found­
ing members o f  the Colony at the 
U niversity o f  Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

From October 9-11, 1988, the 
Engineering College at UWM hosted a 
convention for the American Society 
for Engineering Education. The colony 
volunteered to  help Vem e Cutler, 
Professor o f  Civil Engineering, run the 
convention. The group’s assistance was 
appreciated as Professor Cutler would 
later become the group’s Adviser. 
Professional developm ent was also 
given high priority. The colony took 
two tours, one o f  the General Electric 
Magnetic Resonance facility and the 
other o f  M iller Brewing.

In March, 1989, eleven members 
and one pledge attended their first 
Regional Conference, hosted by Nu 
Beta Chapter in Platteville. The confer­
ence was a time o f  learning and getting 
to know the other chapters. AU in atten­
dance gained a  wealth o f  knowledge 
from Central Regional Director 
A nthony H am ilton and from Xi, 
O micron, Phi, N u Beta, and Zeta 
Chapters. Though the colony was 
unable to complete the petition require­
ments during the 1989 school year, it 
soon thereafter submitted its petition for 
chapter status and was installed 
December 2,1989. Unfortunately, after 
several years o f  low membership and 
multiple attem pts by the national 
Fraternity and chapter alumni to rein- 
vigorate the group, Sigma Beta ceased 
operation in 2002.

On November 19, 1988, T au Beta 
Chapter’s  history began when Alpha 
Delta Tau local engineering fraternity, 
was founded at Southern Methodist 
University. Mike Abraham from the 
Central Office was there to help admin­
ister the process. The next week was 
spent seeking individuals desiring to 
become the fellow founders o f  an engi­
neering organization offering opportu­
nities not available from other organiza­
tions in the Engineering School. 
Officers and Chairs were voted and 
appointed, and future goals were set. 
Steve Bresnahan served as the first 
President. A rush o f  new members was

set for the last week in January, 1989, 
which consisted o f  a publicized infor­
mational meeting and a social gathering 
that weekend to meet the prospective 
members. New members were after­
ward voted on, and a modest recruiting 
class o f  14 energetic students was 
obtained. Other concerns for the semes­
ter included petitioning for colony sta­
tus within Theta Tau, a recognized char­
ter from the University, service projects 
both within and outside the Engineering 
School, contact with Dallas alumni, 
involvement in University Intramurals, 
and fraternity education.

Since its installation on May 4, 
1990, Tau Beta chapter has at times 
experienced membership recruitment 
difficulties; however, in recent years 
has solidified its position and standing 
with the engineering school at SMU. 
Over the last several years, it has main­
tained well over 30 members and a very 
high profile within the college. For 
2003, Tau Beta’s  Regent Allison Pollard 
was named the national Fraternity’s 
Outstanding Student Member.

Richard Jenkins, a sophomore in 
Mechanical Engineering bored with the
existing engineering organizations, w
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pondering the idea o f  starting a fraterni­
ty devoted to the professional advance­
ment o f  engineering at Old Dominion 
University. After having mustered the 
necessary faculty support, inquiries 
were made o f  Mr. Robert Pope concern­
ing the possible formation o f  a Theta 
Tau local which was later to become 
Upsilon Beta Chapter. Within three 
weeks, an organizational meeting was 
held, and the members o f  the new fra­
ternal society, Theta Tau Omega, decid­
ed to start active recruiting in the fall 
semester o f  1988.

The Spring semester o f  1989 was a 
major turning point for the organiza­
tion. A  concerted effort was made to 
increase membership, resulting in the 
initiation o f  six new members and 
increasing the active roster to fifteen 
members. The society was also much 
more active with a well-balanced 
schedule o f  professional, social, and 
service events. By the end o f  the 1989 
school year the petition for colony sta­
tus had been submitted. Theta Tau 
Omega was now well established at Old 
Dominion University and spring left the 
society with two outgoing alumni, 
William Dunning and Andrew Austin. 
Chris Sheets, President during the fall 
semester o f  1989, led the society to 
colony status in November. Road trips 
to several local Theta Tau chapters 
introduced the colony to the brother­
hood at other schools.

Nine members were in attendance 
at the initiation social at Rho Chapter, 
and seven traveled to Lambda Beta 
Chapter for their alumni picnic. During 
these travels, a  realization that a perma­
nent headquarters for social events and 
meetings was vital, and June I saw the 
rental o f  a new six bedroom house with 
meeting and social areas. The chapter 
was installed November 3, 1990.

Oakland University’s colony, 
which would later become Phi Beta 
Chapter, was founded on September 9, 
1988 by Joseph Pellerito. Its first offi­
cial meeting took place on October 21,
1988. The members included mechani­
cal, electrical, systems, chemical and 
computer science engineers. Under the 
guidance and council o f  Jerome 
Palardy, the colony grew and was certi­
fied on January 15, 1988.

The colony sponsored such func­
tions as fundraisers, worked assorted 
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Phi Beta Members V isit Our Lady

of L a Salette with its Unique 
Cross that Bears our Symbols 

events at the Pontiac Silver Dome and 
the Palace o f  Aubum Hills, the new 
home o f  the Detroit Pistons, etc. The 
colony was also involved in community 
charity events such as sponsoring a 
food drive and sending Christmas cook­
ies to servicemen overseas. The profes­
sional development committee had 
assorted tours to the Fermi II power 
plant. General Motors Plant and presen­
tations by Detroit Edison. The colony 
maintained aggressive operation as 
many o f  its original founding members 
graduated. A favorite outing is a pil­
grimage to the “Hammer and Tongs 
church”  that has affixed our symbols to 
a cross. The chapter was installed 
January 5, 1991, and two o f  its alumni, 
G eoff Clark and Phil Frederick, current­
ly serve the Fraternity as Great Lakes 
Regional Directors.

On May 13, 1989, a small group o f  
engineering students at The University 
o f  Toledo held the first official meeting 
for the group that would become Chi 
Beta Chapter o f  Theta Tau. This meet­
ing was arranged by a visit from 
Michael Abraham and Jerry Palardy. 
Members present included Michael 
M urdock, Bradley Reineck, Lorring 
Harrop, Chee Wong, Ali Ahmad, and 
Douglas Burkin. It was decided at this 
meeting that this group would be named 
Upsilon Theta Tau. Before summer 
break, Upsilon Theta Tau held a few 
more meetings. Additional members 
attending these meetings included 
Philip Hulbert, Christopher 
Schadewald, Steven Gabel, Rachelle 
Strawinski, and Steven Thieroff. 
Midway though the fall quarter the 
news was received that Upsilon Theta 
Tau was approved as a colony o f  Theta 
Tau. Immediately, plans were made for

certification to be held on January 20, 
1990. The initiation ceremony and the 
dinner, which followed turned out to be 
a  great success. During this quarter, 
guest speakers were scheduled includ­
ing Dean Lumsdaine and Dr. 
Cunningham. Dean Lum sdaine’s 
speech pertained to his recent trip to 
China and the educational differences 
between China and the U.S. Dr. 
Cunningham, member o f  the office o f 
Profession Experience Program, talked 
o f  the importance and growth o f  the Co­
op program at the University o f  Toledo. 
UT eventually became a mandatory co­
op school like the University o f  
Cincinnati or GMI.

During Engineers Week, the colony 
became active in Technorama which is 
a program to acquaint high school stu­
dents with engineering studies. This 
activity achieved IOO percent participa­
tion by the members. Although most 
members returned home for the sum­
mer, a  few remained and introduced our 
organization to incoming freshmen par­
ticipating in orientation. Four members 
were able to attend the 1990 National 
Convention in Iowa. Chi Beta Chapter 
w as installed May 4, 1991.

In March 1989, several engineering 
students at the University o f  Texas cam­
pus received informational letters from 
the Theta Tau Central Office. This was 
the first step in what would become Psi 
Beta Chapter o f  Theta Tau. In May of 
that year. Bob Pope and Michael 
Abraham visited UT to meet the stu­
dents who responded to the mailing. 
After interviews and a general informa­
tion meeting, officers were selected and 
Upsilon Tau local professional engi­
neering fraternity, was founded with fif­
teen members. Upsilon Tau became a 
registered student organization in 
October 1989.

Professional development activi­
ties included three speakers and an in- 
depth tour o f  a local shopping center, 
the Arboretum Mall. The community 
service program included volunteering 
for the Austin Food Bank and partici­
pating in S.U.R.E Walk, a rape-preven- 
tion project on campus. The chapter 
continued its focus on gathering food 
for the needy and often gathers more 
than any other organization during the 
annual campus-wide canned food drive 
a t UT. The Rube Goldberg Machine 
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Contest has been an event that has gen­
erated a  great deal o f  publicity for the 
chapter. Psi Beta won the national 
RGMC contest most recently in 2002.

In the spring, the group expanded 
the com m unity service program  to 
include visits to local high schools in 
the Austin area. By fall o f  1990, the 
group’s  efforts were recognized by the 
College o f  Engineering, resulting in the 
creation o f  the College o f  Engineering 
Student Recruiters Program. Other ser­
vice activities included helping to set up 
the Austin telecast o f  the Easter Seals 
telethon. On May 4, 1990, Upsilon Tau 
was officially certified as a  colony of 
Theta Tau with thirty members, and the 
chapter was installed on April 27, 1991. 
At the time o f  its installation, it had 
among the greatest number o f  student 
members ever initiated on the day o f  an 
installation, and the chapter is usually 
among the largest in the Fraternity.

Om ega Beta Chapter began in the 
Spring o f  1991 when several engineer­
ing students desired to form an organi­
zation for engineers. Led by Adria 
Santiago, the group spoke o f  their inter­
est o f  becoming a close-knit group and 
gaining more from their University 
experience than individual academic 
skills and a degree. They wanted broth­
erhood and social interaction among all 
members which would go far beyond 
the friendship and parties that abounded 
on campus. They desired a professional 
atm osphere that could further their 
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endeavors o f  becoming engineers by 
developing themselves both profession­
ally and academically above and 
beyond the current university curricu­
lum. In Theta Tau Professional 
Engineering Fraternity, they found their 
purpose to be consistent with their own 
and began working towards becoming a 
fully functioning fraternity.

During the fall o f  1991, the local 
letters XXX (Tri Chi) were settled upon 
for a name, work on bylaws was com­
pleted, and eighteen new brothers were 
welcomed into membership. During 
the summer o f  1992, three members of 
the colony attended the Theta Tau 
National Convention which was held in 
St. Louis on August 20-23. Upon 
returning to school the Fall semester, 
the colony flared into action with 
arranging new meeting schedules, com­
munity events, university participation, 
parties and fundraisers. These were all 
followed through and proved to be very 
successful. One specific event which 
Tri Chi decided to become involved 
with was the National Rube Goldberg 
competition. On March 20, 1993, seven 
members traveled to Phi Chapter for the 
National Rube G oldberg Machine 
Contest. Struggling to the final second 
o f  the competition, they produced the 
winning machine at the national compe­
tition. This victory opened doors for Tri 
Chi. They gained campus recognition, 
but also national spotlight. Some o f  the 
highlights were a scheduled appearance 
on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, 
CNN Headline News, and coverage in

Resulting from this success and the 
hard work in other areas, the chapter 
was installed on April 30, 1994. Two 
Omega Beta alumni have served in 
national office, Scott Wurms as 
Regional Director and Nick Croce as 
Executive Council Student Member.

Early in the fall semester o f  1992, 
Delta G am m a Chapter began, as sever­
al engineering students at Arizona State 
University were contacted by the Theta 
Tau Central Office about starting a local 
colony. The students were interested, 
and in spring, were given potential 
member interviews by national officers 
and Executi • Council Student Member 
Bill Safieh. The local members then 
selected a t. .rd letter, the Greek delta, 
as a symbol o f  change, to be added to 
the national Fraternity’s name in order 
to designate the ASU Local.

During March ‘93 Spring Break, 
several Theta Tau Delta members 
attended the Regional Conference at the 
Chi Chapter in Tucson. This event gave 
the Local members a chance to seek out 
their counterparts in other chapters, and 
gain insight on how their jobs should be 
performed. The Local members were 
delighted to find that their aspirations 
were mirrored in the qualities already 
existing in the other chapters, and 
became further inspired to become a 
colony. The pace intensified; commu­
nity service projects were set up and a 
pledge class started. The members initi­
ated the professional development pro­
gram with a tour o f  the Ocotillo Power 
plant. This professional development 
was quite useful to the members, as 
many were enrolled in an engineering 
design class that required solar power 
designs. The colony supported intra­
mural teams in volleyball and soccer, 
and made the semifinals in soccer.

Fall 1994 semester saw the largest 
recruitment o f  pledges within ASU 
colony history, totaling 19 pledges. The 
professional development committee 
organized such things as plant tours, 
resume writing workshops, and inter­
viewing seminars. Intramurals helped to 
develop teamwork skills that brought 
the colony to the finals in volleyball, 
and semifinals in football.

As the semester came to a close, 
the colony began to bring together the 
petition for chapter status. A visit from 
Regional D irector Richard “Trey" 
Wiley coincided with a pledge class ini­
tiation, where awards were given for the 
first time. The chapter was installed 
May 6, 1995 with John Hughes serving 
as its first Regent.

The establishment o f  the 
Northwestern University Colony of 
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Theta Tau began during the spring o f  organization that would be unique on
1993 with Theta Tau alumnus Jon Lea. Northwestern’s campus. They wanted
A graduate student in Mechanical to involve professional, academic, phil-
Engineering at NU, Jon saw potential anthropic, and social activities,
within the engineering school for sup- Immediately following the colony's
porting a group that would become certification, the colony worked to
Epsilon G am m a Chapter. Working 
with fellow Michael Abraham and 
Jason Raffaele, Jon contacted engineer­
ing students. On April 3, 1993, Theta 
Tau Nu local professional engineering 
fraternity was formed. With the guid­
ance o f  others, officers were appointed 
and bylaws drafted. The President and 
Vice-President o f  Theta Tau Nu were 
Ron Rothman and Francis Nuthalapaty.

After that initial meeting, weekly 
general and officer meetings were held 
in the Mechanical Engineering Confer­
ence Room inside the Technological 
Institute. The local's goal was to turn 
the young group into a closely-knit
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Since establishment in 1998, the fol­
lowing student members have bene- 
fitted from the generosity o f  Theta 
Tau alumni. These were recognized 
for their academic achievement and 
awarded Foundation scholarships.

Derek Andreas, TB 2002 
Greg Arkwright, <DB 2001 
James M. Baker, AB 2005 

Stephanie M. Ekem, E 2003 
Greg M. Franzer, (J) 2003 

David A. Geswein, (J) 2002 
Jeffrey T. Goodney, B 2001 

Brandon Kelly, B 2001 
Angela M. Kleman, XB 2004 

Michael Larson, O  1999 
Brian P. McGowan. (J) 2002 
Michael McGrath. D B 2003 
Patrick A. Nelson, O  2004 
Jennifer O’Meara, E 1999 

Suzanne M. Paden, PB 2002 
George Parrino, S  1999 

Kevin Ray Patterson, KB 2000 
Kathryn Riddle, HT 2000 

Josh Rothenberg, 1PB 2000 
Christopher W. Schnarr. (J) 2001 

Laura Ann Smith, XB 2002 
Paul M. Verdugo, X 2002 
David Weaver, XB 2000

strengthen rush efforts. The colony par­
ticipated in information sessions, an 
informal dinner, and a game o f  wally- 
ball at N U ’s sports facility. Upon 
returning to school in January, rush con­
sisted o f  a  busy two weeks, during 
which five events were held, spanning 
the topics o f  professional development, 
sporting events, and food. At the end o f  
the exhausting but exciting rush period, 
the Northwestern Colony had increased 
its membership by 62%  to 21.

The other primary focus o f  Winter 
quarter was the development o f  a 
brand-new philanthropy event. The 
colony wanted to be involved in the 
community in a way that was distinctly 
Northwestern, and obviously, associat­
ed with engineering. This project would 
be one that involved Evanston and the 
entire university, but that also created a 
name for Theta Tau. They created 
TECHGOLF which was the construc­
tion o f  a working nine-hole mini-golf 
course within the confines o f  Tech. The 
course was opened to the Evanston and 
NU communities to play for a $ I dona­
tion. The proceeds went to the Howard 
area community center, which benefits 
senior citizens in the Evanston area.

The colony’s  efforts did not end 
after Spring Break, however. During 
this time, they held officer elections 
again, and welcomed Rachel Zajano as 
President, and Danny Hanna as Vice- 
President. The Regional Conference 
was also held at Northwestern offering 
a chance to Ieam from other chapters.

During the sum m er o f  1994, 
Brothers Jennifer Lisiak and Rachel 
Zajano traveled to Minneapolis for the 
National Convention. Both returned to 
school highly motivated and energized 
with ideas and goals for the year ahead. 
They kicked o ff  Fall rush with a tailgate 
before one o f  the NU home football 
games. The game was a typical disap­
pointment, but fortunately rush efforts 
were not, and installation o f  the chapter 
followed on November 18, 1995.

The University o f  Florida long

1995, its need was fulfilled. Robert 
Pope, Executive Director, and Michael 
Abraham, Assistant Executive Director, 
visited the University o f  Florida to 
interview candidates to form a local 
professional engineering fraternity, 
w hich w ould later become Z eta  
G am m a Chapter. The goal o f  the fra­
ternity would be to become a colony o f  
Theta Tau and ultimately a chapter. 
Ever since that day, it has been the aim 
o f  Theta Tau Omega to become one of 
the finer engineering organizations on 
campus. The members wanted to pro­
mote professional interest in engineer­
ing among its members, serve the uni­
versity and Gainesville communities, 
and create a  strong fraternal bond 
among its members.

Zeta Gamma’s Chapter D isplay at a 
T heta Tau N ational M eeting

Theta Tau Omega has also had suc­
cess professionally and in community 
service. The group’s participation in the 
U F’s 50th A nniversary Engineering 
Fair showcased its successes. Through 
the success o f  sponsoring a head-to- 
head video game challenge for charity, 
the fraternity raised money for Habitat 
for Humanity and earned first place in 
Audience Participation for a service 
society at the “E-Fair”

On June 3, 1995, Theta Tau Omega 
officially became a colony. The keynote 
speaker at the banquet ceremony was 
W infred M. Phillips, Dean o f  the 
College o f  Engineering. That evening, 
the fraternity threw  a “D rop the 
Omega" party. The happiness follow­
ing the colonization was brief. O n June 
15, 1995, Colony President Charles 
(Tom) Poekert was killed in an automo-

needed a professional engineering fra- bile accident. This could have been a 
temity on campus and on February 10, devastating blow to the young colony,
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but the brothers responded by doubling 
their efforts in his memory. The first 
pledge class was initiated on November 
9, 1995. During the fall semester, vari­
ous community service projects were 
completed. They adopted a two-mile 
stretch o f  highway in the Gainesville 
area through the Adopt-A-Road pro­
gram, co-sponsored a food drive with 
the Benton Engineering Council, and 
raised money for the Hemophiliacs 
Assistance League by selling poinset- 
tias during the Christm as holidays. 
Zeta Gamma was installed April 27, 
1996, and has consistently been among 
the fraternity’s finest. Roll number one 
was left open in honor o f  Tom Poekert.

E ta  G am m a Chapter history began 
in the Spring o f  1994. In March of 
1994, Brad Besmer, Omega ‘86, and 
Michael Abraham, Epsilon Beta ‘92, set 
up interviews with those who respond­
ed. After these interviews, officers were 
chosen and on March 12, 1994, the 
local professional engineering fraternity 
Theta Tau Beta was founded. Rob 
Markin, M u’92, who was in graduate 
school at UC and suggested it as a good 
extension site, volunteered to oversee 
the group. As the first semester wound 
down, Theta Tau Beta held officer elec­
tions and Adam Pederson was elected to 
serve as President beginning the next 
semester. Brother Perderson would later 
serve the national fraternity as Western 
Regional Director.

The members o f  Theta Tau Beta 
decided to have a full-scale rush during 
the Spring semester o f  1995. The sub­
sequent pledge class brought in six new 
members. In order to strengthen their 
brotherhood, the pledge class built a 
large wooden gear which proudly bears 
the Greek letters Theta, Tau, and Beta. 
As the pledges worked together on their 
project, the actives put together their 
The Gear o f  Theta Tau

petition for Colony status. The petition 
was submitted at the end o f  the semes­
ter, and the favorable response arrived 
during the summer. On November 4, 
1995, T heta Tau Beta became the 
University o f  Colorado Colony. To 
bring the whole fraternity closer, 
pledges and members joined on a camp­
ing trip to Sugarloaf Mountain.

At the end o f  the semester, four 
pledges had shown their dedication to 
the fraternity and were initiated. A 
hand-crafted ballot box was their gift to 
the fraternity. After their installation, 
Adam Pederson completed his term as 
President o f  the Colony, and Shana 
Worel was elected to take up the office 
in the fall semester. In the summer, the 
colony sent a delegation o f  five mem­
bers to the 1996 National Convention. 
They participated in all open aspects o f  
the convention and gained a measure of 
insight and experience, as well as a lot 
o f  momentum. That momentum gave 
the members the determination to finish 
the petition for chapter status in time to 
be submitted on the first anniversary o f  
the colony’s certification, and the instal­
lation was held April 5, 1997.

In O ctober o f  1997, T heta  
G am m a began, when a group o f  four 
engineering students met with 
Executive Director Michael Abraham, 
G reat Lakes Regional D irector 
Christopher Stockman, Grand Outer 
Guard Justin Wiseman and Professional 
Development Director Edward 
Vinarcik. These individuals laid down 
the foundation for Mu Theta Tau, a 
local professional engineering fraternity 
at the University o f  Michigan. Those 
four students, including current brothers 
Worthem and Jensen, went on to recruit 
five more members and petition Theta 
Tau for certification to operate as a 
colony o f  Theta Tau. O verthesum m er1 
M ichigan Colony participated in a 
Detroit-area Habitat for Humanity Blitz 
Build with other Detroit Division chap­
ters. Michigan colony was also repre­
sented at the Theta Tau National 
Convention in Iowa City by Brothers 
Dan Jensen and Carl Fischer.

Eight members o f  the colony 
returned in September 1998 to continue 
their work with the Michigan Colony. 
The first rush period yielded ten mem­
bers. These pledges took positions o f  
leadership within the colony and helped

the colony achieve its goals for the 
semester, including a camping retreat, 
its first fundraising, philanthropy and 
professional development events, and 
the forming o f  a strong bond o f  fraternal 
fellowship among its members.

Theta G amma Student Members on 
the Beautiful Ann Arbor Campus

The Winter semester also brought 
a  faculty advisor: Dr. Anthony England, 
a  former geologist and astronaut, teach­
ing in the department o f  Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science. Dr. 
England and Grand Outer Guard 
Edward Vinarcik, Michigan Colony’s 
advisers, provide a solid base o f  experi­
ence. That year, Michigan Colony took 
part in Engineering Service Day, doing 
work in the Nichols Arboretum on cam­
pus, promoting the preservation o f  the 
natural habitat in Ann Arbor. AU the 
members also participated in feeding 
the homeless at the Ann Arbor Hunger 
Coalition. For professional develop­
ment, Theta Tau organized three speak­
ers on campus. The chapter was 
installed April 17, 1999 and plans also 
for the establishment o f  a formal hous­
ing corporation and for procuring office 
space. At the 2004 Convention, 
Amanda Graor was elected Student 
Member o f  the Executive Council.

The U niversity o f  Cincinnati 
Colony o f  Theta Tau was originally 
founded in late February, 1998 and 
w ould later become Io ta  G am m a 
Chapter o f  Theta Tau. It started with an 
informational meeting led by Michael 
Abraham, Executive Director o f  Theta 
Tau, and members o f  the Chi Beta 
Chapter. At this time, the local fraterni­
ty, Omicron Theta Tau, was established. 
A pproximately eight students were 
installed as initial members o f  the fra­
ternity at this meeting. The first officers 
o f  the local fraternity were elected in 
early March. At this tim e. Dean 
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Iota Gamma M embers at a Habitat 
for Humanity Service Project

Clarson became Adviser to the group. 
Between March and early May, the 
main purpose o f  the group was to get 
acquainted with each other and grow 
together in strong fellowship. Also dur­
ing this time, the officer and committee 
positions were clearly defined. In early 
May, the group participated in its first 
event as a fraternity, the Sigma Sigma 
Carnival. At the carnival, the group ran 
a booth o f  chance “Bobbing for 
Goldfish”, which gained the colony 
substantial publicity. On May 31, 1998, 
the colony was certified with twenty- 
seven members. The ceremony was 
held at the Hilton Hotel in Florence, 
Kentucky. Members from Chi Beta and 
Rho Beta chapters attended the ceremo­
ny at which Theta Tau's Grand Regent 
Lee Haas presided.

At the start o f  the fall quarter, they 
held their first rush period and received 
an outstanding response o f  nearly forty 
rushees. Twenty-three o f  these were 
asked to pledge. The chapter was 
installed May 22, 1999 and several 
from Iota Gamma have already served 
as national officers.

Early in the fall o f  1997, a group of 
freshmen on a single floor in the dorm 
were talking about starting a  fraternity, 
being unsatisfied with the social frater­
nities on campus. After a search on the 
Internet for engineering fraternities, 
upon which Theta Tau was at the top of 
the list, an email was sent to the Theta 
Tau Central Office. The future K appa 
Gam ma Chapter began to organize in 
October of 1997, when Lee Haas and 
Michael Livingston met with a group of 
28 freshmen engineering students, and 
Xi Omega Chi was bom.

The first few months was a flurry 
o f  organizing the petition to become a 
18

colony, setting up committees, and 
bonding as a fraternity. Finally, on 
M arch 28, 1998, the Virginia
Commonwealth University Colony 
was founded. At the certification, the 
members realized the national scale o f  
Theta Tau when they were invited up to 
Pi chapter after only having known 
them for two hours. Prior to the found­
ing, all o f  the members decided that 
they wanted a symbol that would set 
Theta Tau and the VCU Colony apart. It 
was decided that all o f  the members 
should purchase identical black suits. 
This tradition has been maintained for 
all subsequent initiation classes.

1  ft

Kappa Gamma Members following 
the Chapter’s Installation

The colony was very active in 
developing service relationships 
throughout the School o f  Engineering, 
Virginia Com monwealth University, 
and Richmond. The colony helped the 
Richmond Chapter o f  Habitat for 
Humanity. The University sponsored 
the area FIRST Robotics Competition 
during the Spring 2000 semester with 
the colony assisting in running o f  this 
event. Also, the colony pursued a spot 
on the Greek Council, the public rela­
tions body for the Greek system at 
VCU. Service to the School o f  
Engineering was plentiful. Tutoring and 
touring during Open Houses were com­
mon occurrences. The JETS competi­
tion, a high school competition, is being 
planned for the future. To help offset the 
stress o f  finals, the colony hosted a 
spring carnival. This carnival includes 
the famous professor dunk tank.

The colony was very active and 
worked around the home o f  four o f  the 
Brothers. These brothers were at this 
location for several sem esters and 
allowed activities to be performed at the 
place. The colony plans to find a per­
manent home o f  its own and was 
installed as Kappa Gamma Chapter on 
September 9, 2000. A  charter member 
David M cCall currently serves as 
Atlantic Regional Director.

Back on February 25, 1999, a local 
fraternity named Chi Theta Tau was 
formed, which w ould eventually 
become L am bda G am m a. Theta Tau’s 
Grand Regent, Lee C. Haas, was pre­
sent on campus with an idea to establish 
a permanent chapter o f  Theta Tau 
Professional Engineering Fraternity at 
Clemson University. At the end o f  the 
spring semester o f  1999, a  petition to 
form a colony was sent to Theta Tau. 
When these members showed up at the 
Theta Tau Educational Foundation's 
Inaugural Leadership Academ y in 
Athens, Ohio, they were informed that 
the colony petition had been accepted.

After learning many new things 
about Theta Tau and meeting many new 
and important people from the chapters 
nationwide, the three new-found colony 
members headed back to Clemson with 
a mission to establish the next chapter 
o f  Theta Tau. O ver Christmas break, the 
Rush Committee, made up o f  Jason 
Gamble, Scott K ultau, and Penn 
Sanders, collaborated in order to set 
forth a rush schedule. Events were suc­
cessful in that over seventy-five stu­
dents showed up. At the end o f  the rush 
cycle, new members were voted into the 
colony. This first pledge class was very 
successful in their involvement with the 
fraternity and completion o f  various 
pledge projects.

Theta Tau is the only engineering 
fraternity on campus that encompasses 
all major disciplines. Therefore, assist­
ing the engineering college as a whole 
is central to their mission and success. 
The colony met with the Dean o f  the 
College o f  Engineering and Science as 
well as with various heads o f  the differ­
ent departments. Clemson Colony’s 
biggest influence was w ith general 
engineering. Through this department, 
contact was made with many incoming 
freshmen by giving campus tours and 
conducting study halls.
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As a whole, the colony participated 
in a wide variety o f  social functions. 
They went out to eat together, shot pool, 
bowled, played golf, tailgated for home 
football games, and participated in mix­
ers w ith sororities on campus. They 
participated on many intramural sports 
teams such as basketball, softball, soc­
cer, ultimate Frisbee and flag football. 
Another popular event was the visit to 
Rho chapter in Raleigh. The Clemson 
vs. NC State game has always been a 
big rivalry, and they visited Rho to 
watch the game. Following a period o f  
consistent growth and progress, the 
colony was installed as Lambda 
Gamma on January 13, 2001.

Gamma Delta Epsilon was founded 
as a local fraternity in the presence of 
Michael Abraham at the University o f  
Buffalo on April 21, 1999. At this time, 
the future M u G am m a chapter consist­
ed o f  a small, dedicated group o f  stu­
dents who have developed Gamma 
Delta Epsilon into a permanent organi­
zation. In its first year, the fraternity 
participated in Habitat for Humanity as 
an Off-Campus community service pro­
ject. In order to better serve the engi­
neering department they assisted them 
with tours during open house.

On April 29, 2000, Gamma Delta 
Epsilon officially  became the 
University at Buffalo Colony o f  Theta 
Tau. They were honored to have Tau 
and Gamma Beta Chapters, as well as 
former Grand Regents, Lee C. Haas and 
Dean W. Bettinger as guests. The 
colony held its first m eeting on 
September 6,2000. The colony not only 
attended the A tlantic Regional 
Conference at Omega Beta chapter, but 
some members had the pleasure o f  join- 
The Gear o f  Theta Tau

ing the Detroit chapters for a formal 
dance in honor of Founder's Day on 
October 13, 2000. The colony contin­
ued with the Rube Goldberg project and 
competed in the spring o f  2000 at 
Omega Beta chapter. In addition to par­
ticipation in Rube, Gam ma Delta 
Epsilon assisted in planning Engineers’ 
Week and the 2nd Annual Engineers’ 
Ball with a number o f  other engineering 
clubs such as AIAA, SAE1 ASME, and 
the Engineering Student Association. 
The colony continued the programs 
started as a local fraternity.

The University o f  Buffalo Colony 
had a great year in 2002. With pledge 
classes o f  9  and 8 in the spring and fall 
respectively, it was clear that there was 
substantial interest in membership 
among engineering students. Two rep­
resentatives attended the 2002 National 
Convention in Fort Lauderdale where 
they learned how to help the colony 
grow. They continued to bond with 
chapters as they visited Gamma Beta in 
the spring and Tau in the fall. In 
September, Past Grand Regent Dean 
Bettinger visited the colony. The colony 
petitioned Theta Tau and was installed 
on April 5, 2003.

Binghamton University was pre­
sented with the option to found the first 
engineering fraternity on campus in the 
Spring 2001. With the assistance of 
Michael Abraham, a dedicated group of 
individuals focused to organize the 
future N u G am m a chapter. The first 
semester was a success, with a large ini­
tial turnout at the first few meetings. 
After several meetings, 25 persistent 
students remained.

Certified on April 28, 2001, 
Binghamton University established a 
colony o f  Theta Tau. Their goals 
included becoming chartered on cam­
pus, having fundraisers, participating in 
community service, meetings, social 
events, and hosting informationals for 
the students o f  the Watson School of 
Engineering. As a newly established 
campus fraternity, they wanted to let the 
student body know that they were an 
organization that they should consider 
joining. During the semester, the colony 
also took part in community service 
events such as the American Cancer 
Society’s “ Strides A gainst Breast 
Cancer”  and helping build the 
U niversity’s Habitat for Humanity

D id  Y o u  K n o w ?

At w vw .thetatau.org, the Founda­
tion now accepts donations on-line. 
Secure transactions can be made 
from the Foundation page of the site.

The United Way and similar agencies 
in many communities now provide 
for "D onor Directed Gifts” so that 
you may designate the charity to 
which your gift is sent even if  it is 
not usually a  United Way recipient.

Please remember the Theta Tau 
Educational Foundation, tax-exempt 
#43-1774314.

house. With the help o f  the local 
Professional Fraternity Council, they 
organized a mixer for all o f  the profes­
sional fraternities on campus.

The task for the Spring 2002 
semester was to increase membership, 
to manifest a  presence on campus, and 
to hold events that would benefit both 
the Watson School o f  Engineering and 
the university at large. They planned 
possible plant tours, mock interviews, 
resume workshops, guest speakers, as 
well as to host National Engineers' 
Week in February. The Spring 2002 
semester started with sixteen pledges, 
which included freshmen, sophomores, 
and juniors. Members participated in a 
March o f  Dimes fundraiser, donated 
blood to the Red Cross, and helped 
organize the recruitment o f  guest speak­
ers from the university and community. 
The colony also competed in a spaghet­
ti bridge competition at the local com­
munity college. Competitors included 
ASME, SAE, SHPE, SWE, IEEE. The 
colony competed in the annual 
KAPLAN Pre-Professional Fraternity 
Volleyball Tournament, from which 
colony members took first place, and 
pledges took second place. In the 
Spring 2002, the colony initiated 11 
members from its first pledge class.

In October, a  group o f  brothers 
came together and signed a lease for a 
house for the coming year. The house 
served as headquarters until a perma­
nent residency is purchased. During the 
semester, the group volunteered at the 
Engineering Open House on campus for 
incoming freshmen, as w ell as set up a

E xpansion, Continued Page 28 
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F r a t e r n it y  G r o w t h  A h e a d

Ov e r  th e  la st f if te e n  y e a r s , T h e ta  T au  e x p a n s io n  to  n e w  c a m p u s e s  h a s  b e e n  c o n s is te n t ,  b u t  a d m it te d ­
ly  c o n se rv a t iv e . T h e  E x e c u tiv e  C o u n c il h a s  id e n tif ie d  a  g re a te r  d e g re e  o f  e x te n s io n  a s  a  p r im a ry  

g o a l fo r  th e  2 0 0 4 -0 6  b ie n n iu m . I f y o u  k n o w  o f  e n g in e e r in g  s tu d e n ts  a t sc h o o ls  w h e re  w e  d o  n o t  y e t  h a v e
c h a p te rs  o r  y o u  k n o w  o f  o n e s  o n  th e  f a c u lty /a d m in is tr a tio n  o f  e n g in e e r in g  s c h o o ls ,  p le a s e  b e  in  to u c h
u s in g  th e  fo rm  be low .

N a m e __________________________________  C h a p te r _____________________________

A d d r e s s _________________________________ P h o n e _______________________________

C i ty /S t /Z ip ______________________________  E m a il

I  w o u ld  lik e  to  s u g g e s t______________________________( U n iv e r s ity )  a s  a  g o o d  s ite  fo r  p o te n tia l T h e ta  T au
e x p an s io n .

  P le a se  c o n ta c t m e  fu rth e r  a b o u t th is  o p p o r tu n ity .

  P le a se  c o n ta c t th e  fo llo w in g  p e rs o n  d ire c tly  a b o u t  th is  o p p o r tu n ity .

N a m e ____________________________________ P h o n e _______________________________

A d d r e s s _________________________________E m a i l _____________________________________

C ity /S t/Z ip    R e la tio n sh ip  to  y o u _________________

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  a s s is tin g  o u r  F ra te rn ity  in  th is  w ay . P le a se  e m a il  c e n tra l@ th e ta ta u .o rg , fa x  fo rm  to  
5 1 2 /4 7 2 -4 8 2 0 , o r  m a il to  T h e ta  T au  C e n tra l O ff ic e ,  8 1 5  B ra z o s , S u i te  7 1 0 , A u s tin , T X , 7 8 7 0 1 .

P l e d g e  &  M e m b e r s h i p  M a n u a l  E x p a n d e d

Last sch o o l year, th e  na tio n al F ra te rn ity  p u b lis h ed  a  r ev is ed  a n d  e x ten s iv e ly  
exp an d e d  P le d g e  &  M em b ersh ip  M anua l. E ac h  o n e  p le d g in g  rec e iv e s  th is  boo k  

(n o w  132 p a g es c o m p ared  to  p rev io u s  26  p a g e  e d itio n )  a n d  is e x p ec ted  to  ke ep  it fo r 
life . T h e  n e w  ve rsio n  in c lu d es sec tio n s on  C h a p te r  O p era tio n s , O ff ic e rs  D u tie s , and  
E n g in e e rin g  E th ics  as w ell as in c lu d in g  a se c tio n  o n  L ife , C o lleg e , a n d  C a ree r  Sk ills. 
T h e  new  section  on  th e  T h e ta  T au  E d u ca tio n a l F o u n d a tio n  in c lu d es  n a m es  o f  those  
w ho  took  p a rt in  th e  e s tab lish m e n t o f  th e  F o u n d a tio n  a s  F o u n d in g  M em bers , 
S ponso rs , a n d  P a trons. A lso  in c lu d ed  in th is  p u b lic a tio n  a re  n a m es  o f  A lu m n i H all 
o f F a m e  L au reates , o u r  C o n s t itu tio n  a n d  B y law s, a n d  th e  T h e ta  Tau S o n g  B ook.

T h e  n a tio n a l F ra te rn ity  e x p ec ts  th a t th is  w ill b e  a  v a lu ab le  c o m p o n en t in  each  
c h a p te r’s e d u ca tio n  p ro g ra m  a n d  eac h  m e m b e r ’s  life  w ell b e y o n d  o n e ’s co lleg ia te  
years .
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A l u m n i  C l u b s  E n c o u r a g e d

Th e  F ra te rn ity  h a s  n o te d  an  in c re a s e d  in te re s t in  th e  e s ta b l ish m e n t o f  lo c a l A lu m n i C lu b s  a n d  
A s s o c ia t io n s  o v e r  th e  la s t  c o u p le  y e a r s .

I f  y o u  a re  in te re s te d  in  jo in in g  w ith  B ro th e rs  in  y o u r  a re a  fo r  fu n , fe llo w s h ip , a n d  f ra te rn ity , p le ase  
r e tu r n  th e  f o rm  b e lo w  s o  th a t  w e  m a y  b e  in  to u c h  w ith  a d d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n . A lu m n i C lu b s  h o ld  a v a ri­
e ty  o f  e v e n ts ,  m o s t  in fo rm a l,  f o r  m in im a l  ( i f  a n y )  c o s t, a n d  n e e d  n o t b e  n e a r  o r  a ff ilia te d  w ith  a n  e x is t­
in g  T h e ta  T au  c h a p te r.

T h e  C e n tra l  O ff ic e  is  a b le  to  a s s is t  in  th e s e  e ffo rts  b y  p ro v id in g  c o n ta c t in fo rm a tio n  fo r  o th e r  local 
a lu m n i a n d  id e a s  fo r  o rg a n iz in g  e v e n ts .

N a m e __________________________________  C h a p te r _____________________________

A d d r e s s _________________________________  P h o n e ______________________________

C i ty /S t /Z ip ______________________________  E m a il ______________________________

  P le a se  s e n d  m e  in fo rm a tio n  o n  a n y  A lu m n i C lu b  o p e ra t in g  in  m y  a re a .

  P le a se  s e n d  m e  in fo rm a tio n  o n  s ta r tin g  a  n e w  A lu m n i C lu b .

  I k n o w  th e  fo l lo w in g  a d d itio n a l o th e rs  a re  a ls o  in te re s te d  in  th is  e ffo rt.

P le a s e  fa x  fo rm  to  5 1 2 /4 7 2 -4 8 2 0 , e m a il to  c e n tra l@ th e ta ta u .o rg , o r  m a il to  T h e ta  T au  C e n tra l O ff ic e , 815 

B ra z o s , S u i te  7 1 0 , A u s tin ,  T X , 7 8 7 0 1 . T h a n k  y o u !

V o l u n t e e r s  S o u g h t

G ra n d  R e g e n t  M ik e  L iv in g s to n  ( l iv in g @ th e ta ta u .o rg ) o C o m m itte e  C h a ir s  s h o w n  b e lo w

w o u ld  w e lc o m e  y o u r  in te re s t  in  a s s is tin g  T h e ta  T a u  in  m a n y  a re a s . C o m m itte e  v o lu n te e rs  a re
not r e q u ire d  to  t r a v e l ,  a n d  m o s t ta s k s  a re  d e s ig n e d  to  b e  s h o r t- te rm  a s s ig n m e n ts  o r  p ro je c ts

w ith  d e f in e d  o u tc o m e s .

Committee Chair Email Address
Alumni Affairs Matt Grimm Matt@ThetaTau.org
Constitution Chris Stockman Chris@ThetaTau.org
Convention Jamie March Jamie@ThetaTau.oig
Curricula Art Partin Art@ThetaTau.org
Education G eoff Clark Geoff@ThetaTau.org
Lead. Academy Mark Janssen Mark@ThetaTau.org
Recruitment Justin Wiseman Justin@ThetaTau.org
Technology Dana Wortman Dana@ThetaTau.org
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L i f e ’s  T o o  S h o r t  T o  B u y  a  L e m o n
A  LITTLE PLANNING AND A LITTLE RESEARCH CAN HELP YOU GET A SWEET DEAL

B y J a m e s  B e r g e r o n  o f  G E IC O  D ir e c t

Y o u  e a rn e d  th e  m o n e y , y o u  n e e d  th e  f re e d o m , a n d  i t ’s n o w  tim e  to  b u y  y o u r  f i r s t  car. A s  a 
y o u n g  d r iv e r , y o u  m ig h t n o t  h a v e  th e  c a sh  fo r  a  b ra n d -n e w  c a r  so  th e  s e a rc h  f o r  a  n ic e  u se d  

c a r  be g in s . T h e  c h a lle n g e  is  f in d in g  a  c a r  f o r  th e  r ig h t p r ic e  th a t  w ill  n o t  b e  m o re  p r o b le m s  th a n  
i t ’s w o rth . L u ck ily , th e re  a re  s te p s  y o u  c a n  ta k e  to  f in d  th e  b e s t  c a r  fo r  y o u r  m o n e y .

Do Proper Research
F irs t , se t a  b u d g e t. W h a t is  th e  m a x im u m  a m o u n t y o u  c a n  a f fo rd  to  s p e n d ?  W h ile  c a lc u la t in g  y o u r  
b u d g e t, r e m e m b e r  to  f ig u re  in  th e  c o s ts  o f  in su ra n c e  a n d  b a s ic  c a r  m a in te n a n c e . R e a l iz e  th a t  th e se  
c o s ts  v a ry  s ig n ific a n t ly  d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  m o d e l o f  c a r  y o u  ch o o se .

N e x t , p ic k  a  c a r  a n d  b e g in  re s e a rc h in g  th e  c a r ’s c u rr e n t  v a lu e  to  g e t  a  fee l f o r  w h a t  y o u  s h o u ld  b e  
p a y in g . T h es e  W eb  s ite s  c a n  he lp :

www.kbb.com -  F o r  a  c a r ’s  c u rre n t m a rk e t  v a lu e . 

www.carfax.com -  F o r  in fo  o n  a  u s e d  c a r ’s  h is to ry . F e e -b a se d  s ite . 
www.auiotrader.com -  T o  f in d  a c tu a l u se d  c a r s  f o r  sa le .

W hat To Look For
Y o u ’v e  g o n e  to  m e e t w ith  y o u r  f irs t  u s e d  c a r  s a le s p e r s o n  a n d  y o u ’re  a  l i t t le  n e rv o u s . H e r e  a re  
so m e  tip s  to  h e lp  y o u  lo o k  m o re  lik e  a  s a v v y  b u y e r  a n d  a v o id  b u y in g  a  le m o n . M a k e  a  p o in t  to  
ch eck :

Fluids. O il ,  t r a n s m is s io n , b ra k e , a n d  c o o lan t.

Radiator and hoses. C h e c k  fo r  a n y  le a k s  o r  c o rro s io n .

Tires. L o o k  fo r  a m p le  tr e a d  a n d  u n ifo rm  tre a d  w ea r. I f  th e  t i r e  t r e a d  is  w e a r in g  u n e v e n ly , th e  c a r  

c o u ld  h a v e  a l ig n m e n t p ro b lem s.

Exhaust. L o o k  fo r  h o le s  a n d  ru st.

Interior. C h e c k  th e  o p e ra tin g  s ta tu s  o f  th e  g a u g e s , w in d o w s , lo c k s , h e a te r ,  a n d  a ir - c o n d itio n in g . 

Paint. D isc o lo re d  a re a s  c o u ld  te ll  y o u  th a t th e  c a r  h a s  a  p o o r  p a in t  j o b  o r  h a s  b e e n  in  a n  a c c id e n t. 

Alignment. W h e n  d r iv in g , d o e s  th e  c a r  p u ll to  th e  le f t  o r  r ig h t?

The vehicle’s records. A sk  th e  o w n e r  fo r  th e  v e h ic le ’s p a s t  m a in te n a n c e  re c o rd s  to  g a in  a n  id e a  o f  

h o w  w e ll th e  v e h ic le  w a s  m a in ta in e d . O r  b e t te r  y e t,  h a v e  it  in s p e c te d  b y  a  c e r t i f ie d  m e c h a n ic .

T h e n  it  s tim e  to  m a k e  a  d e c is io n . S h o u ld  y o u  m a k e  a n  o f fe r  o r  k e e p  lo o k in g ?  A lw a y s  ta k e  y o u r  
tim e  a n d  d o n  t  le t th e  d re a m  fo r f re e d o m  g e t in  th e  w a y  o f  m a k in g  a  re s p o n s ib le  c h o ic e . B e fo re  
y o u  k n o w  it, y o u ’ll  b e  o n  th e  r o a d  in  th e  p e rfe c t  car.

G e ic o  D ir e c t  w w w .g e i c o . c o m
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T r in i t y  C o l o n y  C e r t if ie d  in  S a n  A n t o n io

The T rin ity  U niversity  C olony  o f  T heta Tau w as certified at 
T rin ity  U niversity  on  Saturday, A ugust 28 ,2 0 0 4 . Past G rand 

R egent W ilcox p resided  over the  certifica tion  cerem ony and ini­
tia tion  o f  18 m em bers o f  the  colony. T heta  Taus representing 
five  chapters attended  th e  cerem ony a t the Coates U niversity 
C enter on  the  beau tifu l T rinity  Cam pus.

T rin ity  is  an independent school, b u t w as founded in 1869 
by  the  P resbyterians in W axahachie, Texas. In  1902, it m oved to 
T ehuacana, and  finally  to  San A ntonio in 1942. The school 
o ffe rs 36 m ajors and  11 interd iscip linary  m inors, and com petes 
in D iv ision  III co llege  athletics.

F o r the  13th consecu tive  year, U.S. N ew s & W orld R eport 
h as  ranked  T rinity  U niversity  N o. I in the  category  o f  Best 
U n ive rsities -M aste r’s in  the W estern reg ion  o f  the  U nited States 
in the ir “ A m erica’s B est Colleges”  guide. Trinity  w as also 
ranked  N o. I in the  pub lication ’s best value  category, and  its 

eng inee ring  sc ience  departm ent w as ranked  21 st am ong the  b est program s a t schools w hose  h ighest degree is a 
ba ch e lo r’s  o r  m a s te r’s. In add ition , the  U n ive rsity ’s  study  ab road  and departm ent o f  business adm in istra tion  w ere 
c ited  in the  on line  ed ition  in the  “prog ram s to  look for” and  “best business p rogram s” categories, respectively.

T h e  na tional F ra tern ity  looks fo rw ard  to  the  e stab lishm ent o f  its fourth  active  chap ter in Texas, th is one in  the 
hom e  o f  the  A lam o.

M e m b e r  E d u c a t io n  P r o g r a m  

A d o p t e d  b y  F r a t e r n it y

The national Fraternity and RISE Consultants have devel­
oped a  member (pledge) education program following a 

survey o f  numerous student members and an opportunity for 
review and improvement. The initial need for this program 
was identified in new Theta Tau colonies and new chapters; 
however, it has been clear since its distribution that many 
long-established chapters find it useful in their own pledge 
education programs.

RISE Consultants began its working relationship with 
Theta Tau last school year when it was contracted to perform 
additional chapter visits for the Fraternity. RISE visited ten 
chapters last school year and will do about the same number 
this school year. In addition to the RISE visits, volunteer 
national officers continue to perform chapter visits. As Grand 
Regent Wilcox noted during the Opening Session o f  the 
Convention, all but three chapters o f  the Fraternity were vis­
ited during the last biennium. Many chapters (those in great­
est need) received multiple visits funded and/or performed by 
the national Fraternity.

I f  questions about pledge/member education comes up at 
your chapter, please be supportive o f  the use o f  these updat­
ed means o f  educating future members about Theta Tau.
Although accepted means for pledge education have clearly 
changed over the years, the purpose o f  Theta Tau and the val­
ues instilled in our members remain constant.

Theta Tau 
Member Education Program

Preparing Leaders fo r a Second Century

____________Chapter
Membership Workbook
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2 0 0 4  C e n t e n n i a l  C o n v e n t i o n

Hall of Fame Laureates 
Rosene and Duscha, 

Foundation President 
WlITALA, AND 

Grand Regent Wilcox 
do the Honors

Past Grand Regents and 
Brother Pope with Banner 

Naming 1904 Society 
Members to be Engraved on 
Monument in Background

Convention Attef 
Chapter House

Theta Tau’s
2004 Centen­

nial Convention 
was held August 
5-8 at the Minne­
apolis Airport
Marriott Hotel. 
The event marked 
the start o f  a sea­

son o f  celebrations surrounding the Fraternity’s IOOth 
anniversary. The Convention was opened in accord with the 
Ritual by Grand Regent Glen Wilcox, Omega ‘90. Prior to 
the Opening Session, each chapter was interviewed by a team 
o f  two national officers who reviewed the chapter’s perfor­
mance over the last year and inquired o f  each how the nation­
al Fraternity could assist it in the year 
ahead. The Executive D irector’s 
speech focused on the need to elimi­
nate rumor and innuendo from the 
decision making process within chap­
ters while contrasting that with the cur­
rent year’s  electioneering which seems 
to dwell almost exclusively on such 
things. The Grand Regent’s speech 
focused on how we have performed 
over the last year in meeting goals set 
for the biennium back in 2002.
Though we failed in 
exceeded expectations in most.

opening session 
led right into 
dinner Thurs­
day evening at 
which three o f 
the year’s five 
Alumni Hall o f  
Fame Laureates 
were inducted 
( F r a n k l i n .  
D uscha, and 
Rosene, please 

related arti­
cle on page 4). 
The Fraternity 
was welcomed 
to Minnesota by 
local communi­
ty officials and 

greeted in writing by Associate Dean Peter Huddleston from 
the Institute o f  Technology (engineering school) at the 
University o f  Minnesota. A special gift was presented to each 
chapter in attendance by Brothers Alex Kovalchuk and Bob 
Frigaard. The gift was a photographic reproduction o f  a large 
poster sign that Bro. Kovalchuk had made for Founder 

Schrader upon the 
celebration o f  the 
Fraternity’s 1954 
G olden Anniver­
sary. H ospitali­
zation prevented 
Founder Schrader 
from attending that 
Convention, but 
the presentation 
was still made at 
the Closing 
Banquet o f  that 
meeting. Brother 
Frigaard was 
Regent o f  Alpha 
Chapter at the time

M embers Enjoy the T wins vs. Athletics Game where the 
Metrodome “Jumbotron”  W elcomed Theta Tau.



o f  the 1954 Convention.
Several other chapter 
awards were presented 
that evening as well.
Follow ing dinner, the 
student representatives 
reconvened for more in- 
depth training on
Parliam entary Proced­
ure to prepare them for 
active and productive 
participation in the rest 
o f  the Convention and in 
meetings at their chap­
ters. The national
Fraternity had felt that 
this aspect o f  most chap­
te rs ' operation needed 
some improvement, and 
therefore, was addressed 
at the Convention. The 
training Friday evening, 
as w ell as the 
Convention Orientation 
session led by Past
G rand Regent Haas, 
contributed to more effi­
cient C onvention Ses­
sions w hen issues and 
amendments were being debated.

On Friday o f  the meeting, The stu­
dent attendees were awakened at the 
morning session by T J Sullivan of 
Campuspeak with his presentation on 
Confronting the Idiot in Your Chapter. 
The highlight o f  the day, however, was 
the excursion to the Stone Arch Bridge, 
said to be the inspiration for the bridge 
in the Fraternity’s Coat o f  Arms, fol­
lowed by a visit to the Alpha Chapter 
House. The house has undergone sub­
stantial renovation and looked terrific 
for the guests. Additionally, Grand

Those Elected Executive Council

PRIOR TO THE CONVENTION BANQUET.
Not Pictured is Student Member 

of the Council Amanda Graor

WHO WAS ELECTED AT THE 
Sunday Morning Session

Regent W ilcox, Educational 
Foundation President Janice L. Wiitala, 
Omicron ‘90, Alpha House Corporation 
President Gary Nies, and new Hall of 
Fame Laureates Duscha and Rosene 
participated in the groundbreaking for 
the Centennial M onument to be 
installed in the front yard o f  the Alpha 
Chapter House. The Foundation sin­

Far Left and Above: Members Trek Across the 
Above: Brothers Bashur, W iseman, Lennep, 

Beneath the Bridge.

cerely thanks those members o f  the 
1904 Society whose generous contribu­
tions made this monument possible. 
Following the dedication and tour o f  the 
house, the buses were loaded back up 
for a trip to the H. H. Humphrey 
Metrodome for the Twins vs. Athletics 
baseball game.

Saturday’s Convention sessions 
dealt with num­
erous issues of 
importance to 
chapters and the 
national Frater­
nity including 
r e c r u i t m e n t ,  
new member 
e d u c a t i o n ,  
chapter standard 
setting, and 
similar things.

members were 
initiated into the 
Fraternity dur­
ing the model 
initiation cere­
mony. In 
accord with our 
Ritual, those 
who passed 
away since the 
last Convention 
were memorial­
ized. Addi­
tional sessions 
were held for 
alumni in atten-
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A lpha Alumni 
F rigaard and 

Kovalchuk 
Present 

Reproduction of 
1954 Poster

Grand Regent W ilcox 
Addresses the 

C entennial 
Convention

Below: Kappa Beta Chapter 
Accepts the Schrader Award

Right: Alumni Hall of Fame 
Laureates at Convention 

Back Row: B ettinger, Pope, 
Hooper, Rosene, Scheetz 

Front Row: Barth, Haas, 
Brown, and Dodd 

Not P ictured were Laureates 
Duscha, F ranklin, and Miller

business session, the new Executive Council was elected.
O f  course, the main event Saturday was the Awards 

Banquet that evening for which many special plans were 
made. In addition to numerous Convention Awards, the 
evening began with a panel o f  past Theta Tau leaders who

Several new awards were presented for the first time at the 
2004 Convention. The Adviser o f  Excellence award was 
given to KB chapter’s Adviser, J .  M ike Nosser. The 
Chapter Efficiency award was presented to KT1 IT, HT, 
1PB, XB, PB, n B , AB, KB, X, P, 0 ,  and M  chapters. The 
Net-5 recruitment awards were presented to O, 4), AB, 
OB, NT, and MT. The Net-IO recruitment awards were 
presented to PB and TB. The Best Website award was pre­
sented to HT chapter.

Congratulations to these chapters and members for the fine 
examples that they set for all others. Past G rand Regent Haas 

Confers with some Students

dance focusing on 
House Corporation 
operation and form­
ing local Alumni 
Clubs. At the after­
noon Convention

C o n v e n t i o n  A w a r d s

The Member-Miles award went to HT and Best Display to 
KB. Best Delegation (in each Region) went to T  
(Northeast), YB (Atlantic), S  (Central). 0 T  (Great Lakes), 
ZT (Southern) and S T  (Western). Named as Outstanding 
Delegate by vote o f  his peers was Sean Cam pbell o f  Xi 
Beta Chapter. TB won the Best Newsletter Contest and the 
Best Photograph award went to KT. The Chapter Service 
Award was presented to TB. Certificates for increasing 
chapter size by 20% were presented to A, II, TB, OB, YB, 
HT, MT, and AT Chapters. Honored for maintaining a stu­
dent membership greater than 40 were O, <D, X  PB, @r, 
and Z T  Chapters. Receiving certificates for scoring 700 or 
more points in the Chapter Performance competition dur­
ing 2003-2004 were KB, AB, and IT Chapters. M  won the 
Founders’ Award for most improved chapter. The Erich J. 
Schrader Award, given to the most outstanding chapter 
during the 2002-2004 biennium went to KB.



spoke about their experiences in the Fraternity 
over the years. Executive Director Emeritus 
Bob Pope and Past Grand Regents George Dodd, 
Steve Barth, Tommy Brown, Randy Scheetz, and 
Lee Haas essentially encompassed nearly 50

The nation's Oldest, and  s till Fort 

Fraternity fo r  Engineers

Left: Convention Breakout Session Overseen 
by Grand Treasurer Janssen (standing)

Below: Members Enjoy the Reception prior to 
the Convention Awards Banquet

tion that committees had been working on throughout 
the weekend. The most significant was to increase the 
maximum chapter size from 50 to 70. This change 
was primarily adopted so that Phi Chapter can remain 

competitive on its cam­
pus with other fraternities 
and to meet expenses in 
its new house; however, 
numerous other chapters 
supported this change to 
allow others to grow if  
they wished. Addition­
ally, a  new semiannual 
dues minimum was estab­
lished. It is hoped that 
this minimum will 
encourage chapters to 
remain well above a 
dozen members, and spur 
them to seek assistance 
from alumni and the 
national Fraternity i f  they 

are in danger o f  falling below 12. These two bylaw changes 
along with the establishment recently o f  the New Member 
Education Program for use by chapters have the potential for 
generating a stability o f  operation in Theta Tau that has been 
lacking at the chapter level for many years.

In all, it was a very historic meeting in terms o f  legisla­
tive accomplishment as well as celebration o f  our Fraternity’s 
heritage, beginning a century ago at the University o f 
Minnesota.

years o f  Theta Tau history during 
their time in leadership roles. The 
video o f  that historic event will be 
available later this year. In addi­
tion, alumni who volunteer for 
their chapters across the country in 
their roles as house corporation 
officers, alumni group officers, 
advisers, etc. were presented a gift 
from the national Fraternity. The 
gift was an engraved desk 
clock/pen set. Finally, alumni of 
Alpha Chapter presented the new 
student members o f  the chapter a 
copy o f  Alpha Chapter’s  Charter in 
recognition o f  their work over the 
last school year in revitalizing the

chapter. Panel Reminisced A bout the last Half-Century of Theta Tau History.
Sunday m orning’s session Frqm L e f t t q  R |ght: PopE- Dodd, Barth, Brown, Scheetz, Bettinger, and Haas 

started out with a flurry o f  legisla-



Calculate the difference 
with loan consolidation.

S im p lify  a n d  lo w e r  y o u r  m o n th l y  s tu d e n t  l o a n  r e p a y m e n t s  
t h e  S t u d e n t  L o a n  C o n s o l id a t io n  P ro g ra m . 
A v a i la b le  n o w  f o r  T h e t a  T a u  m e m b e rs .

f  L e a r n  m o r e  to d a y :
C a ll t o l l - f r e e :  1 -866 -3 1 0 -7 9 2 7

o r  v is i t  u s  a t :  w w w . t h e t a t a u .o r g / s t u d e n t l o a n s  STUDENT LOAN CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM

E xpansion, Continued from Page 19

Walk A gainst Hunger for CHOW (a 
hunger society), and signed up for the 
Adopt-A-Highway program. The installa­
tion o f  Nu Gamma chapter was held on 
May 3, 2003.

On January 18, 2003 the Texas A&M 
Colony o f  Theta Tau was certified; and 
would eventually become Xi G am m a 
ChapterofThetaTau. In 2001, the group 
had its beginning when Mark Jimenez 
and Andy M ueller met with Executive 
Director Abraham in Austin. Throughout 
that year, the colony grew not only in size 
but also in the bonds that unite its mem­
bers and its involvement in the university 
and local community. Members met every 
week and pledges met every other week. 
Attendance was near perfect each week. 
During rush each semester, bowling, bil­
liards, progressive dinners, and game 
nights were popular.

As part o f  the professional develop­
ment aspect of the fraternity, a resume 
building session was held. For service 
projects, the colony participated in the Big 
Event, a  city-wide service project, where 
the colony painted a fence and did yard 
work for an elderly woman. Support for 
the Engineering College during E-week is 
28

The George H. W. Bush Presidential 
Library on the Texas A&M Campus

also extensive. The colony organized a 
test review for the freshman engineering 
classes that hosted over 500 freshmen.
A valuable service project for the semes­
ter was ElderAide, a program designed to 
help elderly members o f  the community. 
The whole colony cleaned a woman’s 
yard, including weeding and removing 
several dead trees. They also began partic­
ipating in the Adopt-A-Highway program, 
cleaning two miles o f  road, four times per 
year. Throughout this semester, the colony 
competed in intramural sports again, but 
this time with indoor volleyball. As part o f  
our social activities, the group held a 
Halloween party for all o f  the actives and 
pledges. Everybody dressed up in cos­
tumes. and a contest was held for the best 
one. With the football season underway, a

tailgate party was organized before one of 
the games. For the biggest game o f  the 
season against the University o f  Texas, the 
group gave up its seats and ran a conces­
sion stand to raise funds for the colony. 
The last community service activity for 
fall was a Toys for Tots gift collection for 
the holidays.

The A&M Colony visited Psi Beta 
chapter during Founders’ Day weekend. It 
was an opportunity for the newly active 
brothers and pledges from our colony to 
meet with brothers in Austin and forget 
the universities’ rivalry. For the spring 
semester o f  2004, rush activities were 
underway for the next pledge class. The 
future o f  this organization is still forming. 
But the acquisition o f  a chapter house is 
an early expectation. On April 24, 2004, 
tw enty-eight were initiated into Xi 
Gamma Chapter at the nation’s largest 
engineering school, Texas A&M.

T his com pilation  of  chapter  his­
tories  IS JUST a  portion o f  the 
RECORD. A RECORD THAT EACH 
SHOULD LOOK PROUDLY UPON WITH 
AN EYE TO THE CENTURY AHEAD.

Fall 2004
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F r a t e r n i t y ’s  I n s u r a n c e  P r o g r a m

S t a b i l i z e d  a n d  I m p r o v e d

For the last five years, Theta Tau has contracted with Kirklin & Co., LLC to provide General Liability. Directors & Officers, 
and Fidelity insurance coverage for the national Fraternity, Chapters, Colonies, Advisers, House Corporation Officers, and 

Alumni Group Officers. After seeking quotes from several carriers, Theta Tau will change carriers to James R. Favor & 
Company o f  Denver, Colorado, for the year ahead. Jim Favor has 
twenty-five years’ experience in the greek market as an underwriter 
for Lloyds.

In addition to providing insurance coverage. Favor & 
Company focuses considerable efforts on risk reduction and loss con­
trol management. As a result, they will be conducting a thorough 
inspection o f  owned Theta Tau housing to ensure that a safe and 
attractive environment exists for our student members.

It is expected that this relationship with Favor & Company will 
be part o f  a  pro-active approach to risk management for Theta Tau 
and provide greater stability in the premiums and insurance coverage 
details. This program ensures that those volunteering of their time 
for Theta Tau (whether students or alumni) can feel assured o f  per­
sonal financial security while doing so.

© T  R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  P o l i c i e s

Theta Tau National Conventions have adopted Risk 
Management Policies in the areas noted below. If 
you would like copies o f  those policies, please con­
tact the Central Office.

A busive B ehavior 
Controlled Substances 
H igh-R isk E vents 
P roperty Management

Alcohol 
Hazing 

T ransportation 
Gun Safety

t  Rope Chain,̂

L2647 
aditional La'

NEW! » —  
Theta Tau pieces for men and ladies!

ACL004
Brocaded

AMC-460

To Order: 1-800-542-3728 ^
w w w .m astersofdesign.com  

G rea t G if t Ideas! O ld e r  Early!
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T heta  Tau
Professional Engineering Fraternity 
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Austin, TX 78701

If the addressee has moved or is 
deceased, please return to Theta Tau 
this portion of the cover showing new 
address or date of death. Thank you.
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