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I  he Founders Golden/Anniversary 
Con vent ion

by Bob Pope, I

AU chat remains is the memory, but 
that memory of the historic Founders’ 
Golden Anniversary Convention in 
Minneapolis will remain always with 
those brothers who were privileged

Some details of this event— the 
shock of learning that Brother Erich 
Schrader would not be in attendance 
due to his recent hospitalization— the 
pleasure of meeting and talking with 
two of the four founders of our fra­
ternity and with such a number of 
Past Grand Regents as had never be­
fore been together at one time— the 
Golden Anniversary Banquet and 
Brother Erich Schrader’s speech to the 
Nineteenth Biennial Convention re­
played as recorded— these and many 
more— time can never fade.

Although the convention was really 
Hamlet with Hamlet left out since 
"Mr. Theta Tau” was not there—  
Brother Erich Schrader was not far 
from the mind or heart of anyone at 
the convention; nor can he ever be far 
from the core of our fraternity.

The arrival of this delegate with 
the alternate from his chapter at the 
Hotel Dyckman from the airport on 
Wednesday evening was typical. The 
first fifty  years of our fraternity has 
seen the development of the airplane 
and, significantly, the airplane was a 
commonly used mode of transporta­
tion of convention delegates from a

Registration by the delegates and 
alternates was followed by a nervous 
period of waiting before they had an

•The writer wishes to express his extreme 
thanks to Brother Charles Daniels. Regent and 
Alternate Delegate of Epsilon Beta Chapter, 
who supplied most of the photographs used

’52, Delegate*

"opportunity” to be individually in­
terviewed by the Credentials Commit­
tee. The usual problem of late arrivals 
and unclaimed rooms seemed to be 
particularly prevalent this time, as 
all actives present seemed to be on a 
tight time schedule due to the fact 
that the convention was held during 
a regular academic semester. Although 
this was the third convention to be 
held in Minneapolis, it was the first 
one ever to be held in any month 
other than December.

The making of acquaintances and 
the renewing of old ones for those who 
had attended these conventions before 
occupied the actives all the first eve­
ning while the Executive Council con­
cerned itself with a multitude of 
problems associated with opening the

In the traditional manner, the 
Twentieth Biennial Convention of
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Convention Wheels: Sealed: Curtis, Lewis, Vawter, Vinal, Louderback, Hopkins, Russell 
Standing: Mercer, Daniels, Ames, Glass, Nusser, Trbovich

Theta Tau was opened Thursday 
morning, October 14, 1954, by broth­
er Bob Frigaard, Regent of the host 
chapter. Alpha, and the Executive 
Council was presented. Attending the 
convention were all o f the Executive 
Council members except Grand Scribe 
Schrader.

The Executive Council members 
leading this convention were: Grand 
Regent Jamison Vawter, Zeta, ’16; 
Grand Vice Regent A. Dexter Hinck­
ley, Theta, ’27; Grand Treasurer Paul 
L. Mercer, Omicron, *21; Grand Mar­
shal John M. Daniels, Nu, ’22; Grand 
Inner Guard Nick Trbovich, Phi, ’37; 
Grand Outer Guard Robert L. Nox- 
on, Sigma, '49; and Dclcgate-at-Large 
Donald D. Curtis, Omicron, ’19.

Grand Regent Vawter, upon opening 
the convention in proper ritualistic 
form, appointed Past Grand Regent 
Norman B. Ames, Gamma Beta, ’17,

to serve as Acting Grand Scribe. AU 
chapters, save one, were represented 
by an official delegate or alternate at 
this opening session.

The following Theta Taus were 
in attendance at the convention: 

Delegates
Hotten Elleby, Alpha 
Glenn Nordbeck, Beta 
Charles Spielman, Gamma 
Edward Petrushka, Delta 
William A Brewer, Epsilon 
Robert E. Pope, Zeta 
John B. Campbell, Theta 
James L. Elswick, lota 
Andrew B. Oswald, Jr., Lambda 
Ned H. Shows. Mu 
Robert P. Mehn, Xi 
G. Marvin Calvert, Omicron

David H. Barrett, Rho 
Robert C. Knowles, Sigma 
Ralph Kittrcdge, Tau

Richard R- Berner,' Phi 
Richard G. Guthrie, Chi

arnarpe. Chapter Delegates
Left to right; Top row: Hotten Elleby, Alpha; Glenn Nordbeck, Beta; Charles Spielman,

Second row; Bill Brewer, Epsilon; Bob Pope, Zeta; John Campbell. Theta; Jim Elswick, Iota. 
Third row: Andy Oswald, Lambda; Ned Shows, Mu; Bob Mehn, Xi; Marv Calvert, Omicron. 
Fourth row: Paul Sposito, Pi; Dave Barrett, Rho; Bob Knowles, Sigma; Ralph Kittredge, Tau. 
Fifth row: Larry Girard, Upsilon; Dick Berner, Phi; Dick Guthrie, Chi; Marv Lanphere, Psi. 
Sixth row: Tom Hart, Omega; Bob Van Sickler, Gamma Beta; Del Brown, Delta Beta; Frank 

Schaller, Epsilon Beta.
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Marvin A. Lanphere, Psi 
Thomas Hart, Omega

Delbert L. Brown, Delta Beta 
Frank W. Schaller, Epsilon Beta

Alternates
Richard Swenson, Alpha 
C  Alan Robertson, Beta 
John P. Wright, Delta 
William E. Franklin, Zeta 
Kurt Plache, Iota

Philip A. Reed, Xi 
Keith Brewer, Omicron 
Richard C. Byrorn, Jr., Pi 
James R. McBeth, Sigma 
Michael Ranalli, Tau

Leon G. Shiman, Phi 
George L. Wilhelm, Psi 
Donald O. Allgaier, Omega 
Robert Van Sicklcr, Gamma Beta 
William E. Jarrett, Delta Beta 
Charles M. Daniels, Jr., Epsilon Beta

Alumni Association Delegates
Robert L. Noxon, Central Ohio 
John C. Bush, Chicago,
Russell G. Glass, Cleveland 
Beecher C. Eaves, Detroit 
Norman B. Ames, National Capital 
Alex Kovalchuk, Twin Gty

Alumni Association Alternates
Paul A. Sanders, Chicago 
Harold G. Donnelly, Detroit

Founders
Elwin L. Vinal, No. 2 
William M. Lewis, No. 3

Past Grand Regents
George D. Louderback, Epsilon, '96 
Richard J. Russell, Epsilon, ’19 
Herman H. Hopkins, Beta, ‘08 
John M. Daniels, Nu, ’22 
Russell G. Glass, Sigma, ’24 
Ralph W. Nusser, Zeta, ’28 
Norman B. Ames, Gamma Beta, ’17 
Donald D. Curtis, Omicron, '19 

Other guests 
John A. Bauer, Epsilon Beta 
Jim Bump, Omega 
Bob Bush, Omega 
William T. Cohan, Omega 
Elting H. Comstock, Alpha 
LeRoy Cook, Omega

Robert Frigaard, Alpha

Fred E. Ghannam, Epsilon Beta 
Deryl Hauptman, Omega

LaMar S. Hills, Jr., Lambda 
R. Devon Hobby, Phi

Harold Miller, Alpha 
J. W. Skovholt1 Alpha

John Ulteig, Omega 
Tom Watcrland, Omega 
James Wendelkin, Omega

The fact that most impressed this 
writer was the quality o f the men who 
represented their chapters. This was 
well expressed by the Rho Chapter 
delegate, Brother Dave Barrett, when 
he wrote on his questionnaire: "I have 
been very much inspired by the uni­
versally high caliber of the brothers I 
have met here [at the convention].”

Early members E. H. Comstock, Alpha, and 
Past Grand Regent Louderback, Epsilon

This writer was also very much im­
pressed by the fact that the conven­
tion was to a great extent "run” by 
the actives present. The alumni, and 
especially the Executive Council mem­
bers, made invaluable suggestions and 
supplied very worthwhile guidance, 
but the real operation was in the hands 
of the delegates, alternates, and visi­
tors who were actives. And by their 
demeanor, these actives deserved the 
trust that was theirs.

What was the average delegate like? 
The results obtained from question­
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naires completed by delegates and 
alternates to the convention showed 
that the average delegate was twenty- 
two years old, single, the Regent of 
his chapter, had been initiated into 
Theta Tau in February, 1953, is 
majoring in Civil Engineering, will 
graduate in 195 5, is not a member 
of a social fraternity, but is quite ac­
tive in campus activities other than 
Theta Tau. The results further showed 
that no actual delegate fulfilled this 
specific description.

Holding the distinction of being the 
chapter most represented at the con-

opened, was to become well known to 
those attending the convention, since 
it  was to be the site o f all five con­
vention sessions. The main progress 
to be made at the convention was soon 
seen to be made in committee meetings 
and in discussion periods outside the 
regular convention sessions, however, 
with conclusions reached there being 
legislated on the floor of the conven-

The first two sessions of the con­
vention were devoted to the presen­
tation of reports by the members of 
the Executive Council, the Gear Edi-

vention was Omega Chapter with 
thirteen actives present.

The Tropical Room of the Hotel 
Dyckman, where the convention

tors, the Chapters, and the Alumni

Brother Vawter reported to the fra­
ternity on its biennium just ending
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and on the activities o f its Grand Re­
gent. Foremost among these activities 
was his tour of the chapters taken last 
spring which included thirteen of our 
chapters and a meeting with the other 
members of the Executive Council. 
This was certainly a most commend­
able undertaking on the part o f our 
Grand Regent and served well to pro­
vide direct personal contact between 
the Executive Council and the indivi­
dual chapters during Theta Tau’s 
Golden Anniversary year. The Grand 
Regent also presented his suggestions 
for consideration by this and future 
conventions including the idea of dis­
trict officers for our fraternity.

Brother Hinckley reported to the 
convention on his activities as Grand 
Vice Regent which included the pre­
liminary work in the area of exten­
sion of the fraternity.

The first session was followed by

the Theta Tau Grand Chapter Mem­
orial Service wherein were honored 
those brothers whose deaths were re­
ported during the current biennium.

Luncheon on Thursday set the pat­
tern for the noon meal each day during 
the convention with all those present 
joining in an hour of informal fellow­
ship at lunch together in the Mirror 
Room of the hotel.

The afternoon session saw the report 
of Brother Mercer as Grand Treasurer 
presented and later his report as one 
of the Gear editors. Brother Joe Howe, 
the editor who would have presented 
the Gear report, had undergone emer­
gency surgery in Iowa just before the 
convention and was prevented from 
attending. As in the case of Brother 
Schrader’s absence, the absence of 
Brother Howe left a void place in the 
convention roster which could not be 
filled. The Gear Endowment fund was
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reported to have been increased to ap­
proximately $46,000 and the General 
Fraternity Fund to have been slightly 
increased during the biennium. The 
current average cost per copy of the 
Gear was reported to be 38 cents. The 
Grand Scribe’s records showed a total 
membership up to the time of the con­
vention of I3.7S0 men.

The reports of the Executive Coun­
cil members and the editors of the 
Gear indicated that the duties of these 
men had been well discharged during 
the current biennium.

N ext the delegates (or alternates) 
representing the several chapters re­
ported to the convention on their 
chapters' activities. These reports high­
lighted the fact that there is great 
diversity among various chapters with 
regard to fraternity operation. But 
universally, these reports indicated a 
high desire on the part o f each dele­
gate to make his chapter the envy of 
all the others.

The alumni associations represented 
at the convention then reported on 
their achievements. The highlights of 
these reports lay in the presentation by 
Brother John C. Bush of the Chicago 
Alumni Association of his original 
skull-design Theta Tau pin to the

fraternity, and in the announcement 
by Brother Beecher Eaves of the De­
troit Alumni Association that the 
charter for their group would bear 
the Golden Anniversary date, October 
IS, 19S4.

By this time all the chapters were 
represented on the floor of the con­
vention, the delegate and alternate 
from the chapter previously lacking 
representatives having arrived. The 
Grand Regent announced the appoint­
ments to the twenty convention com­
mittees and the real work of the con­
vention was begun. The roster o f  com­
mittees this time included two not 
previously appointed. One of these was 
the Inter-Chapter Relations Commit­
tee which was originated by three 
actives attending the Nineteenth Bi­
ennial Convention in no official capa­
city; Brother Hal Miller, Alpha; 
Brother Devon Hobby, Phi; and this 
writer, who first reported to that con­
vention on this subject. The other new 
committee was the Membership Re­
quirements Committee which was 
charged with considering proposals for 
changing the constitutional require­
ments for membership in Theta Tau. 
This problem had previously been con­
sidered by the Constitution Commit­
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tees of past conventions. This addi­
tional committee made it possible for 
the Constitution Committee to con­
centrate its thought on other consti­
tutional problems.

The report on the Professional In­
terfraternity Council included the 
Autonomy Resolution adopted by the 
34-mcmber PIC in which the inherent 
right o f each individual fraternity to 
establish its own membership re­
quirements was endorsed.

After the group dinner Thursday 
evening, the meeting rooms of the 
convention, and the rooms of the 
committee chairmen were buzzing 
with aotivity far into the night and 
many regretted their inability to at­
tend the meetings of all the commit­
tees in which they were interested 
because of the conflict o f meeting 
times. These meetings ran from the 
tranquil to the sometimes very heated.

depending upon the nature of the sub­
jects discussed.

These committee meetings impressed 
this writer with their future-looking 
attitude, and completely nullified his 
pre-convention concern over the pos­
sibility that this convention would be 
a back-looking one, since it was to 
be the historic Fiftieth Anniversary 
Convention. This progressive, future- 
looking attitude permeated all parts 
of the convention, including even 
the very pleasantly nostalgia-steeped 
Golden Anniversary Banquet.

As a result of the nearly herculean 
work in committees, a minimum of 
unproductive discussion was presented 
on the floor of the convention in the 
sessions which remained. The next 
morning after the excellent committee 
work, it became apparent, however, 
that somehow all the committee pro­
posals had to be fitted together; and,
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in fact, it seemed that all the reports 
presented should be preceded by all 
the others so as properly to fit the 
various activities into one coordinated 
whole. This problem was resolved, 
however, and after the dust of parlia­
mentary activity had cleared and re­
ferrals back to committee had been 
made, much legislating was done in a 
rather short length of time.

The first committee to have its 
report adopted was the Dues and Fees 
Committee which proposed a one- 
dollar increase in semi-annul active 
dues. Accepting as axiomatic the idea 
that Theta Tau should operate on an 
expanded rather than a reduced level, 
che convention approved this increase.

Next came the Constitution Com­
mittee with the overwhelmingly pop­
ular proposal of establishing the Ex­
ecutive Council position of Counsellor 
of Theta Tau, to be of an advisory, 
statistical, and historical nature, and 
to be held only by Brother Erich J. 
Schrader. Gaining not quite such wide­
spread approval was the proposal to 
amend the constitution to raise the 
limiting size of the individual chapters 
to fifty  actives. This was easily passed, 
also, however, with only three chap­
ters voting "no”. A  constitutional 
proposal to require an open discussion

in chapter meeting of the reasons be­
fore a pledge may be withdrawn met 
with much opposition, failed even to 
receive a majority vote and fell far 
short of receiving sufficient support 
to amend the constitution.

The establishment of a national of­
fice for Theta Tau with a single exec­
utive handling the routine national 
operation of our fraternity and pro­
moting extension was discussed but 
no vote was taken. General concensus 
of opinion was that such a move was 
essential in the near future but could 
not be financially taken at this time. 
The establishment of a national office 
and the promotion of extension of 
Theta Tau seemed inextricably tied 
together and to promote the latter, 
the Convention established a "Council 
of Past Grand Regents” and charged 
it with expanding the fraternity. Al­
though ideas on the methods of doing 
this varied, it was felt that the unani­
mous opinion of the convention was 
that this aspect of our fraternity was 
sub-standard and that the time to 
attack this problem was now.

The fourth session of the conven­
tion saw more reports from commit­
tees. Probably none was of such uni­
versal concern as the minority and ma­
jority reports of che Membership Re-
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quircments Committee. The majority 
report recommending no change in the 
current membership requirements was 
finally adopted by a large majority of 
the cor ivention and the attention of 
the convention was directed to other 
problems.

Once again the problem of ex­
tension was brought to the conven­
tion’s attention by the Committee on 
Extension. Brother Ames reminded 
those present rhat the responsibility 
for promoting extension rested upon 
every one of the more than 13,000 
members of Theta Tau. Brother Vinal, 
one of the two founders present, vol­
unteered to promote extension in his 
area, the Pacific Northwest. The 
convention placed its confidence in 
the Council of Past Grand Regents.

Brother Daniels, Grand Marshal, 
reported for the Credentials Commit­
tee that only one delegate lacked the 
proper credentials properly executed. 
The Credentials Committee, on the 
basis of its examination of each dele­
gate, ranked the delegates as excellent, 
good, fair, or poor, in their knowledge 
of the fraternity and its ritual. Dele­
gates of Alpha, Zeta, and Epsilon Beta 
Chapters were ranked as excellent on 
this criterion.

On motion from the Discipline

Committee, the convention approved 
the expulsion action taken in two 
cases by chapters and recommended to 
one chapter the expulsion o f a member.

The Erich J. Schrader Award Com­
mittee, under the chairmanship of 
Brother Noxon, Grand Outer Guard, 
reported that the top three chapters of 
the 14 which entered the award com­
petition during each year of the bi­
ennium just ended, were very nearly 
tied with ocher chapters far below. The 
chapter winning the Erich J. Schrader 
Award was Beta. Second, third, and 
fourth places went to Chi, Sigma, and 
Phi, in that order. This marked the 
third time that Beta Chapter had won 
the award, no other chapter having 
won it more than once. O f the top 
four chapters this time, Sigma, Phi, 
and Beta had been in the winners’ 
circle just two years before at the last 
convention when first, second, and 
third places had been awarded to these 
chapters, respectively.

The report of the Regional Con­
ference Committee was adopted and 
set up four sites for regional confer­
ences of chapters to be held during the 
19S5-S6 school year, and recommend­
ed topics that should be discussed.

The Convention Committee reported 
that it had received suggestions from
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the Chicago Alumni Association and 
Sigma, Phi, and Beta Chapters that the 
Twenty-first Biennial Convention be 
held at their respective locations. The 
location is to be set by the Executive 
Council, but the dates o f the next con­
vention are to be between the dates of 
December 2S, 1956, and January I, 
19S7.

The Ritual, Insignia, Auditing, and 
Professional Leadership and Develop­
ment Committees reported on their 
important fields, but evoked no great 
discussion. An exception was the sug­
gestion from the floor that the code 
be eliminated from the ritual when it 
is reprinted. This was soon withdrawn, 
however, when it became apparent 
that no unanimous vote could be ob­
tained in favor of this proposal.

The Publications Committee en­
dorsed the current operation of the 
Gear and announced the reprinting of 
the ritual scheduled for this next bi­
ennium.

The Transportation Committee re­
ported the reasons why the delegates 
should be compensated in the future 
for airlines transportation when the 
distance to the convention exceeds SOO 
miles. The convention agreed and the 
policy was established, thus officially

H. H. Hopkins, charter member of Beta and 
Past Grand Regent, addresses the Banquet 

(Grand Regent Vawter at left)

recognizing the place of air travel in 
our time as the fraternity begins its 
second half-century.

The Committee on Inter-Chapter 
Relations reported many ideas for the 
good of the fraternity by which vari­
ous chapters could be brought into 
closer contact with the others.

The Scholarship Committee made 
the surprising recommendation that the 
Theta Tau scholarship be discontinued 
and the financial saving incurred be 
used to promote the entire fraternity 
— and the convention agreed.

The Fourth Session of the convcn-
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Elwin L. Vinal, Founder (Alpha No. 2) 
recalls beginnings of the Fraiernity

tion adjourned early Friday to permit 
those attending the convention to pre­
pare for the evening’s activities. These 
began with the traditional Convention 
Initiation Ceremony this time well 
performed by the officers of the host 
chapter who initiated a man into Alpha 
Chapter exactly fifty  years after the 
founding of Theta Tau.

The Golden Anniversary Banquet 
Friday evening was by all measure­
ments the most impressive event o f the 
convention.

The ceremonies connected with it 
were impressive but even more to be 
remembered by this writer was the 
very sincere feeling of fraternal broth­
erhood which permeated this event. 
Except for the speakers’ table, the din­
ing room of the Hotel Dyckman was 
set with circular tables seating ten 
each for this event. This arrangement 
promoted the feeling of comradeship 
which existed.

The invocation by Brother "Dea­
con" Ames was followed by the light­

ing of a symbolic alumni candle by 
Grand Inner Guard Trbovich as simi­
lar candles at the other chapters of 
Theta Tau were being lighted across 
the nation.

In the role o f Toastmasters at the 
Banquet were Brother J. W. Skov- 
holt, Chairman of the Twin City 
Golden Anniversary Committee, and 
Brother H. H . Hopkins, Chairman 
of the National Golden Anniversary 
Committee. Those attending this ban­
quet were privileged to sit in on a 
meeting of the Theta Tau Associa­
tion of Minnesota and to hear of the 
wonderful progress made on the pro­
ject of a new house for Alpha Chap­
ter. Emotions ran the gamut at this 
banquet. Joy and admiration reigned 
as Founders VinaI and Lewis addressed 
the banquet and as nine of the eleven 
living Grand Regents of Theta Tau 
were introduced. The addresses by 
Brothers Vinal, Lewis, Louderback, 
and Vawter were reminiscent and nos­
talgic, but in this hour of tribute to 
the past, even these speakers looked 
toward the future— a future of pro-

Wm. M. Lewis, Founder (Alpha No. )).
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J tS i,:

e highlights of the evening were
: presentation of the large framed gift by Brother Ernest Schrader on 

behalf of his brother, Founder Erich 
Schrader; and the speech of Brother 

rader which was presented as 
ig. This speech, remembered
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Grind Regent Vawter present! gift to Past 
Grand Regent Curtis

by those who had attended the Nine­
teenth Biennial Convention at Purdue, 
seemed particularly fitting and appro­
priate to the occasion of the Golden 
Anniversary Convention as it presented 
much of the history of Theta Tau.

At this banquet, Grand Marshal 
Daniels announced the name of the 
delegate chosen earlier by a secret vote 
of the delegates as the "Outstanding 
Delegate” of the convention. (Editor's 
note: Bob modestly omits the name of 
this delegate— Bob Pope.) Thus was 
brought to six the number of con­
vention delegates to have been so 
honored over the years since this tra­
dition was established in 1941.

Recently received telegrams of con­
gratulations to the fraternity and to 
Brother Schrader on the Fiftieth An­
niversary of Theta Tau were read at 
this banquet. Many others from all

over the world which had arrived all 
during the convention, had been read 
at the various luncheons and dinners 
each day.

The singing of the Theta Tau Song 
concluded the banquet program and 
the delegates and alternates again 
turned to the tasks that were theirs.

O f primary concern in Friday night 
sessions was the work of the Nominat­
ing Committee. Again, here was an 
example of the delegates’ really taking 
hold of the problems of the day. 
Other work left to be done was the 
final formulation of resolutions to be 
presented.

At the final session, the adoption of 
resolutions, usually only a mere for­
mality, ran into a lively discussion on 
the point of naming the Twentieth Bi­
ennial Convention. After much dis­
cussion on the merits of naming it in 
various ways, the convention voted 
and it was officially designated as 
"The Founders’ Golden Anniversary 
Convention.” The only other reso­
lution on which unanimity was not 
obtained was the one expressing thanks 
to the Hotel Dyckman for services 
rendered which received a few votes 
of "no” from the delegates.

Finally the report of the Nominat­
ing Committee was presented and those 
nominated were elected with the re­



THE GEAR OF THETA TAU

suit that the finest possible brothers 
available were elected to the Execu­
tive Council. Those elected were 
Brothers A. Dexter Hinckley, Theta, 
Grand Regent; Harold G. Donnelly, 
Epsilon Beta, Grand Vice Regent; 
Norman B. Ames, Gamma Beta, Grand 
Scribe; Paul L . Mercer, Omicron, 
Grand Treasurer; John M. Daniels, 
Nu, Grand Marshal; Robert L. Nox- 
on, Sigma, Grand Inner Guard; and 
Charles W. Britzius, Alpha, Grand 
Outer Guard. These, together with 
Brother Erich J. Schrader as Counsel­
lor of Theta Tau, and Brother Jamison 
Vawter as Delegate-at-Large, consti­
tute the Executive Council of Theta 
Tau for the first biennium of its 
second half-century. The newly elected 
officers were installed and the alle­
giance of the fraternity to them was 
pledged. In proper ritualistic form. 
Grand Regent Hinckley closed the 
convention.

The Saturday luncheon, although 
following the usual luncheon pattern 
at the convention', was a rather sad 
occasion despite the general feeling of

pleasure at the accomplishments of 
the convention. The reason was that 
it was the last time the men of the 
convention would all be together. And 
many strong friendships that had 
grown during the days in Minneapolis 
were soon to wither. As many of 
the delegates were leaving Saturday 
afternoon, the good-byes were long 
and sad. And some of the men attend­
ing the Minnesota-Illinois football 
game that afternoon found themselves 
running to catch the bus to the sta­
dium. Those who attended the game 
saw an example of Big Ten football 
at its best and all the color and extras 
that go with major college football.

After the game some of the men 
visited the Alpha Chapter House for 
some good fellowship and then re­
turned to the hotel to prepare for the 
evening’s agenda. Due to the long 
trips home, only a few actives were 
able to stay for the final events of 
the week— a buffet dinner with the 
Twin City Alumni Association and 
the Convention Dance that evening 
which were very enjoyable thanks to
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the provisions made for their brothers 
by the men of Alpha Chapter. Sunday 
saw the departure of the last delegates 
and alternates and the Twentieth Bi­
ennial Convention was history.

Much thanks is due Alpha Chapter 
and the Twin City Alumni Association 
under the leadership of Brother Alex 
Kovalchuk for the excellent prepara­
tion for the convention which made 
its operation so smooth and its success 
so great.

In retrospect, The Founders’ Golden 
Anniversary Convention is considered

to have been a prime example of the 
men of our fraternity, both great and 
small, meeting with determination the 
challenge of carrying on the operation 
of the fraternity in a manner in which 
Brother Erich J. Schrader would be 
proud, o f carrying onward and upward 
the torch which he has carried so 
nobly at conventions in the past. 
At future conventions when Brother 
Schrader is with us again, we may all 
together look with pride on the pro­
gress made by The Founders’ Golden 
Anniversary Convention.

Convention Souvenirs Availa Ue
Many of the delegates to the Golden 

Anniversary Convention will be glad 
to hear that they can secure an 8 x 10 
print of the Convention group shown 
on page 4 of this issue. Requests should 
be addressed to Alex Kovalchuk, 324 
Walnut St. S.E., Minneapolis, Minn, 
and accompanied by one American 
dollar or its paper equivalent.

A number of the unique Fiftieth 
Anniversary Banquet programs arc 
still available and can be obtained 
from the same source for one dollar 
(their actual cost).

Banquet pictures, a number of 
which appear in the Convention write­
up in this issue, can be secured from

Brother Kovalchuk in two sizes: 4 x 5
prints at  2 Sc each, and 8 x IO prints
at 75c

Not to be ■outdone, the iGear can
also provide copies of the Golden An-
niversary issue, containing niuch Jiis-
torical information, as long as they
last. In:ismuch as the issue has been
charged o ff and mailing expense is
small, these ex tra copies willI  be sent
without charge: upon request to the
Gear office.

Take advantage of these opportu­
nities to get mementos of the historic 
50th Anniversary Convention. You 
probably won’t be around for the next 
fifty-year celebration!

E ngineers A7Iake G o o d  —  or Else
"The engineer’s works are out in  

the open where all men can see them. 
He cannot deny he did it. The doc­
tor’s mistakes are buried in the grave. 
The voters forget when the politician 
changes the alphabetical names of his

falling projects. Trees and ivy cover 
the architect’s failures. The lawyers 
can blame the judge or the jury. Un­
like the clergyman, the engineer can­
not blame his failures on the devil.” 

— Herbert Hoover



Bob Pope o f  BPeta O utstanding delegate
by Bill Franklin, ’56, Zeta Alternate

Delegates to the Founders’ Golden 
Anniversary Convention elected Bob 
Pope outstanding delegate of the con­
vention for his exceptional work there. 
Brother Pope, who has shown out­
standing work for Zeta Chapter, is 
well known to other chapters and the 
Executive Council members of Theta 
Tau for the correspondence which he 
carries on among them to further 
relations and to help make Zeta the 
best chapter of Theta Tau. As dele­
gate to the Golden Anniversary Con­
vention Brother Pope served as chair­
man of the controversial Membership 
Requirements Committee— a job which 
he handled exceptionally well. He also

national office for Theta Tau, which 
are two of his biggest interests.

Since becoming an active in Octo­
ber, 1950, he has held the positions of 
Vice Regent, Rushing Chairman, 
Pledge Trainer, and is currently serv­
ing his second term as Regent. As 
rushing chairman he originated Zeta’s 
present summer rushing program of 
sending a personal letter and rushing 
leaflet to about three hundred new 
engineers, a program of which Zeta 
is proud. He did very much with our 
chapter adviser, Professor T. F. Mc­
Mahon, to promote Zeta Cogs, an 
alumni organization which is adding 
greatly to improvement of our chapter 
house. A Zeta directory, which was a 
publication of almost 600 names and 
addresses, was published due to Brother 
Pope’s efforts. He has attended the 
last three biennial conventions and 
helped to arrange Zeta’s 40th Anniver­
sary Celebration in 1952.

Besides doing everything he can for 
Theta Tau, Brother Pope has not been 
inactive at the University of Kansas.

He received his B.S. degree in Chemi­
cal Engineering in 1952, will receive 
his M.S. degree in 1955 and hopes to 
receive his Ph.D. in 1956. He is a 
member of Sigma Tau, Tau Beta Pi, 
Phi Lambda Upsilon, Omicron Delta 
Kappa and is currently serving his 
second term on the university All 
Student Council Senate and is presi­
dent protem of the senate. Since en­
tering graduate school he has been an 
assistant instructor in chemical en­
gineering during the school year and 
has been in the Engineering Depart­
ment of Mallinckrodt Chemical Works 
in St. Louis in the summer.

Zeta is proud of the fact that its 
delegate was chosen as Outstanding 
Delegate and is proud of its record as 
an outstanding chapter with a well 
organized rushing program, excellent 
pledge training system, a good initia­
tion, two good newsletters per year 
and the fact that two of its members 
have served as Grand Regent of Theta 
Tau— the latter record equalled only
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by Epsilon Chapter. Zeta hopes to Tau by winning the Erich J. Schrader 
prove itself the best chapter of Theta Award for the current biennium.

The G ra n d  Recent Says
of the larg< order. As each of you 

3 the challenge of this 
work, so comes the real reward of ac-

To the chapters—dig those routines. 
Don’t put Brother Schrader where he 
has to write me that four chapters arc 
over a month delinquent in the term 
dues. But more important, make yours 
a chapter of a truly professional engi­
neering fraternity, using every means 
for developing yourselves as members 
of your profession.

To our chapter advisers—I can only 
say, help the chapters. Inspire them to 
the fullest understanding of what it

) be able t say,

"Let us work together.” These are 
the words I find repeated several 
times in my earlier messages to the 
chapters, advisers, and officers of the 
Fraternity. Now, the message goes to 
the whole Fraternity, and in this first 
opportunity, I say again to the alumni 
as well, let us work together!

"Work,” you say. Yes, this mem­
bership in Theta Tau has come to us 
by the choice of our Brothers and our 
willingness along with everything 
else that fills a life— curricular and 
extra-curricular for the actives, teach­
ing and family for our advisers, and 
the full round of business, civic and 
family duties which we alumni know.

Theta Tau, then, like engineering, 
is not just for fun; it is responsibility

Engineer.”
And to the alumni— you have Theta 

Tau in you, never again to be separ­
ated. You can bring to the chapters, 
through your letters and your visits, 
that view into the future— what it 
means to be an Engineer. That’s some­
thing you have. Give it as best you 
can to your Brothers, so they may 
follow with better understanding and 
effectiveness your success in the field.

We of the Executive Council are at 
work together, and I speak for them 
in concluding as I began. Let us all 
work together to achieve the maxi­
mum of effective achievemeent to­
ward the objectives envisioned by our 
Founders. We owe much to them for 
the half-century that is now history. 
Let us all work together to make the 
next half-century even greater.

In H & T,
A. Dexter Hinckley 
Grand Regent



A Ieet O u r  /Vew G ranc/ Officers
H a ro ld  Geo. Jd onnelly G ra n d  1/i'ce Recent

The Fraternity’s Grand Vice Regent 
has spent most of his adult life in the 
counselling and guidance of young

pally at such goals of professional 
development. This characteristic may 
have resulted from spending his child­
hood and youthful years in Alpena, 
Michigan, which lies some 2 50 miles 
north of his birthplace (Detroit). In 
the rugged northwoods it was most 
natural to lean heavily upon elder 
brothers for help and guidance, all 
the while learning to serve in the same 
post for the young ones coming uo in 
life.

Brother Donnelley was born the 
third son of an Irish father and a 
Pennsylvania Dutch mother on April 
21, 1912. His education was principally 
in Alpena schools, but he returned to 
complete high school at Detroit 
Western in 1930.

The depression was sufficient excuse 
to start out alone, and Harold made 
his way still farther north to the 
wilds of Sudbury and Copper Cliff, 
Ontario, where he spent a year as a 
samplehouse hand in the smelter of the 
International Nickel Company.

This baptism of fire and metal tech­
nology sparked his return to Detroit 
in time to begin his Chemical Engi­
neering education at City College 
(now Wayne University), ending with 
the B.S. Ch.E. degree in 1936. An in­
tervening year of personal depression 
gave opportunity to work in a photog­
raphy studio, and developed the single 
hobby to which he still clings.

Carrying a part-time teaching job 
during his last college year provided 
both funds and opportunity to come

to the University o f Michigan at Ann 
Arbor for graduate work; and such 
a combination of teaching at Wayne 
and commuting earned both money 
and the Master of Science degree in 
Engineering by 1938. This time the 
field was metallurgical.

In the latter portion of this era. 
Brother Donnelly gave up the teaching 
and spent about a year as assistant to 
the Director of Research of Compress­
ed Industrial Gases, Inc. in the design 
of liquid air distillation units.

The urge to be with young people 
brought him back to Wayne and to 
the young lady (Dorothy Ruth Flem­
ming) whom he had courted for the 
seven years of his college life. The 
teaching provided further opportuni­
ties for graduate work at the Univer­
sity o f Michigan at odd periods. "Hal” 
was finally granted the Ph.D. degree in 
Chemical Engineering while his wife 
and two sons (Richard George and
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Edwin Harold) sat proudly in the 
Commencement audience.

In addition to his wife and two 
children, our Grand Vice Regent ac­
quired the assistant, associate, and full 
professor ranks at Wayne, and in Feb­
ruary 195 3 he became Head of Chemi­
cal and Metallurgical Engineering 
there.

Sometimes called Joe from his habit
of abbreviating his middle niame as
"Geo.' ’, Harold has spent the greater
portion of his professional c;ireer in

irsuits of a "good Joe.” He as-
sisted in the organizing of the Detroit
Junior Group of the Amerit:an In­
stitute of Cheniical Engineers to fos-
ter gi-owth of these young men as
well a:s himself. The group ignited the
old Michigan section of A.I.Ch.E., 
caused its reorganization, and provided 
Hal with at least five years of office 
holding, culminating in the chairman­
ship of the section.

During this period he passed the 
State Registration examination for 
Professional Engineers, spread the gos­
pel among his fellow men, and is now 
serving his seventh year as a member 
of the Architects, Professional Engi­
neers, and Land Surveyors Council on 
Registration of the State of Michigan.
He wa:s for six yean; a member and
finally chairmai : profess:ional
examin ition conimittee, and was par-
dally r,esponsible for the entirely new
type of examinal:ionn nosv used.

Hal organizecI the sttident chapter
of AJbCh.E. at Wayne, served asi fa­
culty adviser of Epsilon Sigma Fra-
ternity ( now Epsiilon Beta Chapter),
was for two years chairman of the
Student tions committee at
Wayne, recently11finished a three-year
period ori the Athletic Advisory com-
mittee, and is novJ serving his seventh
year on the University Council as an

elected member-at-large.
In local professional work, Harold 

has functioned for years as a member 
— and is now chairman— of the Engi­
neering Society of Detroit Vocational 
Guidance Committee, which annually 
arranges a professional counselling 
conference attended by about one 
thousand metropolitan high school 
seniors interested in engineering or

On the national professionnal level, 
he has served on many of the com­
mittees of the A.I.Ch.E., was chair­
man for three years of the Institute’s 
Professional Guidance Committee and 
is presently serving his third term as 
national representative to the Engi­
neers Council for Professional Develop­
ment, committee on Professional 
Training.

The Grand Vice Regent holds mem­
berships in the American Chemical 
Society, American Institute of Chemi­
cal Engineers, American Society for 
Engineering Education, American 
Electroplaters Society, American Roc­
ket Society, National Society of Pro­
fessional Engineers, Sigma Xi, and 
Tau Beta Pi.

In order to pay for a few of these 
memberships. Brother Donnelly does 
a little consulting work in his spare 
time. In his most recent job, as a mem­
ber of the Board of Directors of the 
Apex Chemical Manufacturing Com­
pany, Hal has found himself in an en­
tirely different environment, which 
he hopes will develop something more 
than the professional portions of his 
life.

Although a very recently initiated 
member of our Fraternity (Epsilon 
Beta was installed in May, 1951) 
Brother Donnelly has made a concerted 
effort to participate to his utmost. In 
addition to serving as the chapter ad­
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viser, he attends many of the Detroit 
Alumni Club meetings, and is an 
ardent stock market fan in the Hold­
ings and Transactions Club. Both Dick 
and Eddie have spent some days with

Hal at the pledges’ informals, which 
are held some 30 to 50 miles from 
Detroit, and they will be well pre­
pared for their own initiation into 
Thcta Tau some day in the future.

Cj r a n d  (O uter G u a r d  B ritzius a  W e l l  B o u n d e d  
Engineer

C. W. Britzius was born June 26, 
1911, at Rochester, Minnesota. His 
elementary and high school education 
was obtained at Rochester and his col­
lege training was at the University 
of Minnesota where he obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering 
in 1933 and a master’s degree in 1938. 
He was initiated into Theta Tau Fra­
ternity at Alpha Chapter in 1930. 
Since graduation he has held most of 
the offices of the Twin City Alumni 
Association and at present is secretary 
of the Theta Tau Association of Min­
nesota, Inc., the organization that 
owns the Alpha Chapter house. Brother 
Britzius has lived in the Twin Cities 
Area since graduation from college, 
and now resides at Deephaven, Minne­
sota, a suburb about 10 miles west of 
Minneapolis on Lake Minnetonka. He 
is married and has three sons and one 
daughter, ranging in ages from two 
to eight.

Following his graduation in 1933 
he was employed by the Q. A. Hall 
Testing Laboratory for which he 
worked for three years and which he 
purchased in 1938 and renamed the 
Twin City Testing and Engineering 
Laboratory. Between 1933 and 1938 
he completed his work for the mas­
ter’s degree, assisted in teaching high­
way laboratory courses and worked for 
the Minnesota Highway Department.

Since 1938 he has operated the Twin 
City Testing and Engineering Labora­
tory with a number of partners. Since 
1938 his business has grown steadily, 
as evidenced from a change in employ­
ees from half a dozen to about 75. The 
main laboratory is located at 2440 
Franklin Avenue in St. Paul, Minne­
sota, and branch laboratories are locat­
ed in Duluth, Minnesota, and Bis­
marck, N . D.

Brother Britzius is active in techni­
cal engineering organizations such as 
the American Society for Testing 
Materials, the American Concrete In­
stitute, the Association of Asphalt
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Paving Technologists, and the U. S. 
National Council o f Soil Mechanics 
and Foundation Engineering.

In professional engineering activities, 
he is a member of the Minnesota So­
ciety of Professional Engineers, the 
Minnesota Association of Consulting 
Engineers, and the American So­
ciety of Civil Engineers, and in ad­
dition belongs to the Minneapolis and 
St. Paul Engineers Clubs. He is past 
president of the St. Paul Engineers 
Society and the Northwest Section of

A.S.C.E.
He is also active in the Lutheran 

church, and is a member of the Plan­
ning Commission of Deephaven.

Brother Britzius is interested in 
athletics o f all kinds and in hunting 
and fishing. His special interest is in 
tennis, a sport in which he has achiev­
ed some degree of success, for he has 
held the Western Conference singles 
championship, the National Public 
Parks doubles title, and a number of 
Northwest city and state titles.

T lteta  I  au  JDaugkter 

R ep o rts  G o o c l  /V e ws

Carlyn Sue Farrell, 5-year old 
daughter of Col. Carl Y. Farrell, 
Gamma ’33, is joined by her doggie, 
Alice, in sending an appealing greet­
ing from Alaska’s winter wonderland. 
Carlyn’s dad is the District Engineer 
for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
The Farrells reside on Elmendorf Air 
Force Base, near Anchorage.

B eta  A d v iser  A p p o in te d  F irst JDean o f  S tu d en ts
The Board of Control of Michigan

College of Mining arid Technology has
announced the appointment of Pro-
fessor Leo F. Dugg;in. Beta Hon., to
the recently-created position. o f dean
of student!i. Brother Duggan., who has
served as adviser to Beta Chapter since
1940, has been the college registrar
since 1925 . He will
as director of placerncnt.

Brother Duggan earned hi<: B.S. and

M.S. degrees at the University of 
Michigan, and in 1927 he received the 
F.. Met. degree from Michigan Tech. 
He is a member of the Portage Town­
ship Board of Education and has served 
as its president. H e is chairman of the 
Michigan Council on College Accredi­
tation.

Michigan College of Mines 
Alumni News
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Tke Beta Story
Gabs Bishop en­

tered the Michigan 
College of Mines in 
the fall o f 1903. 
Hasselbring a n d  
Kumke had entered 
in 1902. In the 
early fall of 1903, 
Bishop met Hassel- 
bring and Kumkc.

Charles Knmke, first Regent of 
Beta Chapter, took exception to 
the account of Beta's origin -which 
appeared in the Golden Anniver­
sary issue. He has herewith written 
an account of that time and has 
submitted it  to several others of 
the original group to insure com-

Saturday n i g h t
parties wi:re the
talk of the campus.

Gabe B is h o p
went back
Y o r k  ir. early
spring of '03 and
did not return to
I lough ton. Hassel-
bring and Kumke

The three became good friends and 
often met. It was at one such meet­
ing that Bishop suggested giving a 
party. The other two seconded the 
motion. Bishop arranged for two 
rooms above the Citizens Bank.

This first party included Bishop, 
Kumke, Hasselbring, Benson, Young 
Perrault, Robinson, Skiff Sheldon, and 
one other, probably Tom Douglas who 
left Houghton before the first Rhomb 
photo was taken.

During the height of the party it 
was unanimously decided to repeat 
the occasion. A club was suggested 
and Gabe Bishop 
name Rhombohedi 
out that the three sponsors of the 
party would represent the three basal 
planes, or the planes of symmetry, 
and the six others present were to be 
the six edges of a rhombohedron 
crystal. The membership was tem­
porarily limited to 18. The group pic­
ture of the Rhombs taken about this 
time shows 18 members. They were 
an enthusiastic group. Two rooms 
over the DeRoche Drug store were 
leased and here their social activities 
were continued on a more elaborate 
and diversified scale. Refreshments 
were an added attraction. A piano 
and pool table were rented, and their

o have a look at the wild w
t their home, they

decided t<
After a short v
met in Chicago and from there headed 
for the Black Hills in South Dakota. 
In Deadwood they joined up with a 
survey party that was just leaving for 
the Bad Lands to survey and subdivide 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 
When this job was finished, Hassel­
bring bade farewell to Kumke and 
headed for Arizona. Kumke went to 
work for the Homestake Mining Co. 
in Lead City. They lost track of each 
other, but, by some strange coinci­
dence, they . both landed back in 

up with the Houghton on the same day to reenter
pointed college for the 'OJ fall term.

In the meantime, the Rhombohe­
dron Club had grown and prospered. 
During the summer of '04, McCor­
mick had taken over the Martin board­
ing house near the campus, and had 
invited the other Rhombs to move in. 
Club rooms were fitted up in the base­
ment. This new development did not 
prove entirely satisfactory, and after 
one year the club rented the Pryor 
House on Ruby street. This turned 
out to be a most constructive move. 
The club atmosphere was replaced by 
the cozy feeling of a home. The Beta 
Chapter days were just around the 
corner. The Rhombohedron member-
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ship had been built up with men of 
strong and likable character. The 
names of Hopkins, Potter, Burke, An­
derson, Downing, Andrews, Earling, 
and a good many others, were assur­
ance that the affairs of the young 
chapter would be in good hands.

Ike Hanks, one of the Fraternity 
founders, spent the summer of 1904 
in Houghton and became acquainted 
with Bob Downing, who belonged to 
the Rhombohedron Club. Hanks told 
Bob about Hammer and Tongs Fra­
ternity at Minneapolis. Correspond­
ence between the club and that fra­
ternity, led to an invitation to join 
them. During the spring vacation of 
1906, Downing and Andrews went 
to St. Paul, where they were initiated 
into Hammer and Tongs Fraternity. 
They returned to Houghton and ini­
tiated the balance of the members on 
March 26, 1906. Kumke was elected

first regent of the new Beta Chapter, 
and the following were enrolled as 
charter members of Beta: Robert L. 
Downing, W . B. Andrews, G. A. An­
derson, J. A. MacKillican, G. M. 
Burke, G. B. Marshall, Charles A. 
Kumke, A. Hasselbring, J. A. Barr, 
W. G. Sweeny, H . B. Steinbach, J. 
B. Torbet, R. B. Phillips, F. K. Hous­
ton, and A. H. Meuche. After Kumke 
had been elected as regent and George
A. Anderson as scribe, the following 
were elected to membership: G. B. 
Staples, J. E. Thoms, F. W. Varney,
B. O. Pickard, R. B. Earling, J. D. 
Wanvig, and C. J. Kingston.

Turning to page 56 of the Golden 
Anniversary edition of the Gear, to 
the paragraph beginning, "As is the 
case with most fraternities,” this 
would seem the point where the Gear 
narrative can be resumed as given on 
the next few pages.

F ra n k  B- Turner  
t  lected to B a n k  
P osition

Frank B. Turner, Rho ’?8, has been 
elected vice-president of the Bank of 
Manteo on Roanoke Island in North 
Carolina. Brother Turner is the prin­
cipal mechanical engineer for the 
Budget Bureau of the State of North 
Carolina. He also serves as president 
of the State College Alumni Associa-

North Carolina State College News
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J-,eta A la k e s  S u rvey  a t  C onvention
by Bill Franklin, ’56, Zeta Alternate

While attending the Golden Anni­
versary Convention in October, the 
delegate and alternate from Zeta 
Chapter compiled a questionnaire 
which was presented and filled out by 
the delegates and alternates of Theta 
Tau. This questionnaire asked for in­
formation about each man and also 
questions which pertain to his chapter.

In an effort to present some of the

to the various chapters, we of Zeta 
would like to pass on some of the in­
formation which we were able to 
gather. Although many questions have 
come to mind since, which should have 
been included, we feel oh at this 
questionnaire has given us a great deal 
of knowledge about other chapters of 
Theta Tau, and hope that others will 
also benefit from this information.

Of the 38 men who filled out 
questionnaires, it was found that 18 
were holding or had held the office 
of Regent, and 7 had held the office 
of Vice Regent. The ages ranged 
from 19 to 29 with the average man 
being 22 years old. Six of our brothers 
had entered the major field of matri­
mony, the rest still being free men.

Dates of initiation of those at the 
convention ranged from October 1950 
to May 1954. The average man had 
been a member of Theta Tau for ap­
proximately one and one-half years.

Ranking highest among the major 
fields of study were Civil, Mechanical, 
and Electrical, with Geology, Mining, 
Mining Geology, Metallurgy, Mineral 
Exploration, Chemical, Industrial and 
Engineering Physics being represented.

Although there were 2 graduate 
students at the convention, about one-

third of those polled will graduate in 
1956 and the remainder in 1955.

These men were members of numer­
ous organizations other than Theta 
Tau and active in up to seven other 
organizations. Tau Beta Pi and Blue 
Key were well represented. Nine of 
the 38 were members of social fra­
ternities, but only 2 were members 
of social fraternities where Theta Tau 
had a house.

Pledging procedure was widely 
varied with one of the most popular 
methods being to send prospective 
pledges an information leaflet, invite 
him to smokers and dinners, vote on 
him and then extend an invitation to 
pledge. One chapter elected pledges 
on the same night they were asked to 
the rushing event, but most used the 
smoker to get acquainted. Epsilon Beta 
chapter has a different approach in 
that they have a movie of a "typical" 
pledge’s life which they show to pros­
pective pledges. The minimum pledge- 
ship period ranged from 0 to 16 weeks, 
with the average being 8 weeks. To 
become a pledge of Theta Tau, all but 
one chapter required unanimous vote 
of the active chapter on each pros­
pective pledge. One chapter uses a 
method by which "general consent” 
is required for pledgeship, but unani­
mous vote is required for a pledge to 
become active. A vote is taken by 
many chapters three times during the 
pledgeship period.

Desire for interohapter communi­
cation was high, with newsletters and 
other types of correspondence having 
the most suggestions. Other ideas on 
expansion, obtaining a house, home­
coming decorations, sports competi­
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tion, swapping of party songs and 
visits to other chapters were also sug­
gested.

Most chapters seemed to have a 
well-rounded social life with such 
things as smokers, founders’ day ban­
quets, dinners, evening speakers, in­
formal get-togethers of faculty and 
students, hay rides, picnics, beer-busts, 
parties, dinner dances, engineers’ balls, 
and formats— each an opportunity for

entertainment and enjoyment of the 
whole chapter.

As a whole, the fraternity seems to 
be an active organization full o f ac­
tive men which we hope will continue 
to grow and become better each year. 
We of Zeta hope that this small smat­
tering of ideas will help others to make 
a better organization of their own 
chapter and thus a stronger cog in 
the gear wheel o f our fraternity.

A fe lv in  K .  L inco ln  I s  
A fa d e  F irst L ieu ten a n t

After being promoted to first lieu­
tenant in Korea, Melvin R. Lincoln,
Omicron ’53, receives a silver bar 
signifying his new rank from Major 
William S. Crumlish, battalion com­
mander. Lieutenant Lincoln is battal­
ion maintenance officer with the
4S3d Engineer Construction Battalion August. Brother Lincoln was formerly
Headquarters. He entered the Army employed by Standard Oil of Indiana
in May 1953 and went overseas last in Whiting.

E lo n  £  E llis  I s  

V ic e  President o f  
T i m i  er Structures

EIon E. Ellis, Mu ’42, has been 
transferred to the home office of 
Timber Structures, Inc. which is in 
Portland, Oregon. He is Vice-President 
in charge of the Direction of Sales. 
Brother Ellis’s home address is 7529 
SW Brier Place, Portland, Oregon.

The ’Bama Beam



T H E  GEAR OF T H ETA  TAU 31

J i m  Burnp R  eceives M onorary Recognition
James D . Bump, Omega ’29, was 

honored at the annual Honors Day 
ceremony at the South Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology on May 7th, 
1954. He received an honorary Doc­
tor of Science degreec in recognition 
o f his splendid work as director of 
the Museum of Geology, as well as for 
his outstanding contributions to the 
field of Paleontology.

Under the leadersrip of Dr. Glenn 
L. Jepsen and Dr. C. C. O'Harra, 
Brother Bump worked with the mu­
seum until his graduation in 1929. 
With a job as metallurgist in his poc­
ket and about to leave Rapid City, he 
was prevailed upon by Dr. O’Harra 
to remain at the School o f Mines and 
take charge of the Museum of Geo­
logy. He has conducted the museum 
operations since that time. The ma­
jority of the collecting seasons were 
spent in the White River Oligocene, 
a region that has always held his great­
est interest for study and collecting. 
In later years other horizons, especially 
the Cretaceous shales, have drawn his

Jim Bump held the title of Collec­
tor and Preparator until 1936 when he 
became instructor in geology and mu­
seum technician. The title was changed

in 1939 to assistant professor of ge­
ology and curator of the museum. 
Finally, in 1942, his directorship of 
the museum was recognized in name 
as well as in fact, when he was ap­
pointed director of the Museum of 
Geology. In addition to his many local 
accomplishments, Jim is currently 
serving in a national capacity as presi­
dent o f the Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology.

G  r a n d  In n er  O u a r d  ISIoxon J l s o  O o o d  /IVIan at 
M o m e  an  d  O ff ic e

The new Grand Inner Guard of 
Theta Tau, Robert L. Noxon, Sigma 
’49, can be proud of two occurrences 
this last February. First, James Lowell 
Noxon was born on February 5, bring­
ing the total number of Noxon 
children to three; Susan Jane is nine 
and Alice Jean, one-and-a-half. Second­

ly, Brother Noxon received a commen­
dation from his employer. On February 
21, Captain R. F. Scott, USN, com­
manding officer of the United States 
Naval Ordnance Plant in Indianapolis, 
presented Mr. Noxon with a letter of 
appreciation for his diligence in solving 
production problems.
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D o n a ld  I  {. A dcC l iiiay Receives Promotion

C hester  C .  W  an\ 
Receives M onorary

At the Honors Convocation held at 
Michigan College of Mining & Tech­
nology last May, an honorary Master 
of Engineering degree was conferred 
upon Chester O. Wanvig, Beta '12.

Brother Wanvig is a former presi­
dent of Globe Union in Milwaukee and 
at present is chairman of the Board 
of Directors of that company. He is 
president of the W. S. Company, 
chairman of the board of the Peerless 
Machine Company, and a member of 
other corporate boards of directors. He 
is a regent of the University of Wis­
consin, a governor of Marquette Uni-

Donald H. McCuaig, Mu Hon., has 
recently been appointed as the Manager 
of Application Engineering for the 
entire Worthington Air Conditioning 
and Refrigeration Division. Brother 
McCuaig received his B.S. degree in 
industrial engineering from Alabama 
in 1927 and in 193 5 earned an M.S. in 
mechanical engineering. He worked 
for a time as application engineer with 
the Worthington Pump & Machine 
Company in Holyoke, Massachusetts, 
and until his recent promotion was the 
manager of their Central Stationary 
Equipment at the Holyoke plant.

Brother McCuaig’s home address is 
261 Mulberry Place, Ridgewood, New 
Jersey. The Worth ington Corporation 
is located in Harrison, New Jersey.

The 'Bama Beam

versity, and a trustee o f Milwaukee 
Downer College.
Mich. College of Mines Alumni News
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S a m u a l A Ic A ia n u s  I s  
Platoon P ea d er  a t 
F ort Bra$$

Second Lt. Samuel McManus, Rho 
'53, makes a note of his men’s posi­
tions at Fort Bragg, N . C., where his 
unit was taking part in Exercise Flash 
Burn, an Army maneuver including 
training in the tactical use of atomic 
weapons. Brother McManus is a pla­
toon leader in the 579th Signal Depot 
Company.

McManus, whose wife, Peggy, lives 
at 565 Parkview Dr., Burlington,,
N.C., entered the Army in August 
1953 and was formerly stationed at 
Fort Monmouth, N . J. Before entering 
the service, he had been employed as

JAecals A va ila b le  from FJeta C h a p ter
Zeta Chapter has recently been ac­

tive in promoting Grcek-Ietter and 
coat-of-arms decals for use by mem­
bers of our fraternity, and has taken 
the initiative in having these prepared.

The Greek letter decals feature the 
Greek letter combination on one decal 
in streamlined Greek letter type style, 
and are available from Zeta Chapter 
in any quantity to other chapters at 
cost plus postage. The cost is 6 / i  
cents per set o f two decals.

The Theta Tau coat-of-arms decals 
have been prepared from a new plate, 
correct in all details, and feature the 
Theta Tau colors: dark red and gold.
These are available from the manu­
facturer, The Angelus-Pacific Com­
pany, P.O. Box 57065, Flint Station,
Los Angeles 57, California, at 6J4 
cents each, plus postage. They can also

be ordered at the same price through 
Zeta Chapter. These will replace the 
coat of arms decals currently in use 
which are incorrect in some details 
and which are not in the correct

Zeta Chapter has also ordered ash 
trays and miniature beer mugs from 
the East Liverpool China Company, 
East Liverpool, Ohio. Hereafter this 
company will have available the dies 
for applying the Theta coat of arms 
in gold to these and other china pro­
ducts without additional charge, since 
the initial expense for these dies has 
been borne by Zeta Chapter.

Since Theta Tau decals have not 
been readily available heretofore, it is 
hoped that making these available will 
promote their use by men in all chap­
ters of the Fraternity.

an industrial engineer by Burlington 
Mills.
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L o r in  L -  Ferra ll 
Is  P rom oted

Last year the Crucible Steel Com­
pany of America announced that Lo- 
rin L. Ferrall, N u ’23, had been ap­
pointed assistant vice-president in 
charge of operations. Starting with 
Weirton Steel Company and the Union 
Drawn Steel Company after gradua­
tion, Brother Ferrall has also been as­
sociated with Timken Roller Bearing 
Company and the Rotary Electric 
Steel Company. In 1945, he became 
Director of Metallurgy at Crucible, a 
post he held until his recent appoint­
ment. Carnegie Alumnus

"I won't get married,” Jones told 
a co-worker, "until I find a girl like 
the one that Grandpa married.” 

"Huh!” snorted his companion, 
"they don’t have women like that

"That’s funny,” returned Jones, 
"Grandpa only married her last 
week!”

A convict in the Kansas penitenti­
ary asked the Governor for a pardon, 
on the grounds that he thought if  he 
remained there he would corrupt his 
fellow inmates. He found, he said, 
that according to what the others 
said, he was the only guilty man be­
hind the bars.

SOCIAL NOTE 
A recent society bride had six 

bridesmaids in hyacinth blue and two 
in rich crimson velvet, with gold lace. 
A pale bridegroom completed the 
color scheme.

Marriage is like a poker game. They 
start with a pair; he shows a diamond; 
she shows a flush, and they end up 
with a full house.

Have you heard about the C.E. who 
walked through the screen door?

He strained himself.

"To what do you attribute your 
great age?” the city visitor asked the 
elderly gentleman.

'I can’t say yet,” answered great 
grandfather cautiously. "There’s sev­
eral of them testimonial fellows still 
a-dickering with me.”

A man is incomplete until he mar­
ries and then he is really finished.

HIT HARD
The first thing that strikes some 

people when they visit Hollywood is a 
hot-rod.



{Letter to Former G ra n d  ScriLe Schrader
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TO ALL MEMBERS OF THETA TAU

Official notice is hereby given that 

Shay H uffm a n , Iota ’54, Ro ll  N umber 712, 

is no longer a member of Theta Tau.

Take due notice thereof and govern yourselves accordingly.

In H  & T,

Grand Scribe



S n  JUlemortam
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O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  F R  A-T E R N I T Y

P. L. Mercer, Omicron '21 and J. W. Howe, Omicron '24 
Editors

210 ENGINEERING HALL IOVPA CITY, IOVPA
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T H A T ’S RIGHT, TH EY’RE RED
In the Golden Anniversary issue of 

The Gear the skull and crossbones 
badge first adopted by Theta Tau 
Fraternity was erroneously called a 
pledge pin. Likewise, on the cover 
and in two inside headings, Erich 
Schrader’s name was misspelled. U n­
fortunately the editors cannot call 
back the issue and correct it in these 
respects. We can only sit in philo­
sophic wonderment at how one can 
fail to notice obvious errors in material 
with which he is entirely familiar. The 
only retribution that can be made is 
to set the record straight and admit 
that when the errors were first dis­
covered, our faces were the color of 
the Jacqueminot rose.

Although the editors did not write 
the chapter histories, they wish to 
call attention to the letter on page 27 
from Charles A. Kumke, Beta '06 
which also sets the record straight on 
Beta’s early history.

Bad as we feel about these errors, 
we are not planning to leave town as 
did the editor who published the item: 
"Miss Susan Smith has as her house 
guest a school-girl friend, Miss Eliza­
beth Adams. Miss Adams is a blonde 
mess from Mississippi.”

JW H

COUNSELLOR OF THETA TA U
The Golden Anniversary Conven­

tion was to be one where Erich Schra­
der could be paid the high honors due 
him for all his years o f  service to his 
Fraternity. When he became suddenly 
ill and was obliged to undergo sur­
gery, many of these plans had to be 
modified. Fortunately, at the banquet 
Erich had a capable stand-in, his 
brother Ernest J. Schrader. Hon. Xi 
’21, to accept the tributes and the 
mementos there presented.

Before his illness, Brother Schrader 
had requested that at this convention 
he be relieved o f  continuing his duties 
as Grand Scribe, though he wished to 
continue as Executive Secretary, or 
Assistant Treasurer as he prefers to 
term the job. These wishes were re­
spected, but it was che desire o f  all 
that he be retained as a member of the 
Executive Council. This happy result 
was accomplished by establishing for 
him the new office of "Counsellor o f  
Theta Tau Fraternity” with its holder 
to be a member o f  the Executive 
Council, ex officio. To make sure 
chat this would be a most distinctive 
honor it was further provided that the 
new post would be held only by Erich 
J. Schrader, with the position to be 
vacated forever upon his retirement
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from it. Thus was our founder and our 
leader for fifty  years signally honored 
by the Theta Tau brothers who owe 
him so much.

PLM

TH E C O NVENTION
The finest convention of them all 

was the Founders’ Golden Anniversary 
Convention in Minneapolis last Oc­
tober, marking fifty  years o f progress 
for Theta Tau. The presence of two 
of our founders, Elwin L. Vinal and 
W. Murray Lewis, added greatly to 
the pleasure and inspiration of the 
occasion and they in turn appeared 
to get almost as much kick out of the 
heavy program o f  activities as did 
anyone else.

The absence of founder Isaac B. 
Hanks and especially of our Number 
I founder, Erich J. Schrader, Mr. Theta 
Tau himself, was deeply regretted. It 
was some consolation, though, to know 
that even as we met, Brother Schrader 
was winning his battle with serious 
illness. Indicative of his rapid return to 
health is the fact that by late Novem­
ber he insisted on resuming his ac­
customed duties as Executive Secretary.

The October weather of Minneapolis 
gave an important assist in making the 
convention a good one, especially on 
the closing Saturday when a bright 
sun made the Minncsota-Illinois foot­
ball game a fitting finish to four days 
of good fellowship combined with 
hard committee and business session 
work. Much credit for the outstanding

success o f this Golden Anniversary 
celebration belongs to H. H . Hopkins 
and his able Convention Committee 
and to the Twin City Alumni As­
sociation and Alpha Chapter who were 
our gracious and helpful hosts.

PLM

EXPANSION  
One of the important topics dis­

cussed at Minneapolis was the subject 
of expansion. For many reasons it 
seemed to be the unanimous opinion 
that we should have active chapters 
in many more engineering colleges.

The conversation culminated in es­
tablishing a new program looking in 
this direction under the competent 
guidance of our new Council of Past 
Grand Regents. Russell G. Glass was 
named chairman and H . H . Hopkins, 
secretary of this committee. Under 
their leadership plans are already well 
under way and there is high hope that 
Theta Tau can appear on many a new 
campus within the next few years.

As Russ Glass says, "This ambitious 
program can be successful only if 
every one of our 12,000 members 
participates. The Past Grand Regents 
will do their part, but all the way 
down the line we have some man on 
the spot that can really do the job if 
we give him the ammunition to put it 
across.” It is up to us all to get back 
of this program and with a little  
daring and a lot of doing, we can

PLM

M. P. Cunious— "I say, old man, 
I’m in a terrible fix. I need some 
money badly, and I haven’t the 
slightest idea where on earth I’m 
going to get it.”

T. I. Twadd— 'T m  relieved to hear

that. I was afraid you might have an 
idea you could borrow it from me.”

Then there was the chemical engi­
neer who died from drinking shellac. 
The boys all said he had a good finish.
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visers
Alpha—Prof. Miles S. Kersten, C.E. Dept., University of Minnesota, Minne­

apolis, Minn.

Beta— Prof. L. F. Duggan, Michigan Tech., Houghton, Mich.

Gamma— Prof. Lute J. Parkinson, Colo. School of Mines, Golden, Colo.

Delta—Prof. L. J. Reardon, C. E. Dept., Case Inst, of Tech., Cleveland, Ohio.

Epsilon— Dr. Samuel P. Welles, 982 Santa Barbara Rd., Berkeley, Calif.

Zeta—Prof. T. F. McMahon, 6 Westwood Dr., Lawrence, Kan.

T heta— Prof. Walter LaPierre, Col. of Engr., Columbia U., New York 27 
N . Y.

Iota—N o replacement has been named for Prof. J. B. Butler

Lambda— Mr. Preston Linford, C. E. Bldg., U. of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah

Mu— Prof. William K. Rey, Engr. School, Univ. o f Alabama, University, Ala.

Xi— Prof. G. A. Rohlich, 9 Hydraulics Laboratory, Univ. of Wis., Madison, Wis.

O micron— Prof. Ned Ashton, C. E. Dept., University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa

Pi—Prof. Lawrence Quarles, E. E. Dept., Univ. of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.

Rh o - Prof. T. C. Brown, M. E. Dept., No. Car. State College, Raleigh, N . C.

Sigma— Prof. Edmund D. Ayres, 2595 Berwyn Rd., Columbus 21, Ohio

Tau— Prof. Gerald Walsh, Dept, of Engr. Drafting, Bldg. # 5 , Syracuse Uni­
versity, Syracuse 10, N.Y.

Upsilon—Mr. J. R. Bissett, C. E. Dept., Univ. of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark.

Phi— Prof. E. C. Thoma, C.E. Dept., Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind.

Chi— Mr. Philip D. Newlin, University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

Psi— Prof. Koehler Stout, Montana School o f Mines, Butte, Montana

O mega— Mr. Howard H . Wells, S. D . School o f Mines, Rapid City, S. D.

Gamma Beta— D r. H . A. Miklofsky, School of Eng., George Washington U., 
Washington, D.C.

Delta Beta—Prof. M. G. Northrop, E. E. Dept., Univ. o f Louisville, Louis­
ville, Ky.

Epsilon Beta— Prof. Harold G. Donnelly, Eng. CoI., Wayne U., Detroit, Mich.
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LIpsilon M e n  H a v e  G o o d  C hance T o  S ta n d  P a t  (S a in t,  

T h a t  I s )
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C U  

Ij  3
“IZ- 'lI z i rf.,.- ^Si1Sr i s

/  TU C SO N  ' " l i r Y lv1 y r J r ' I 11 " T "  1,1 ' m r "  " r

S l ; ~ - t i l l ! —
t s s s i  M M a r i

,rS sS S









T H E  GEAR OF T H E TA  TAU 63



D etrchA A  ProuJ o f CL



IA A  Ease, U U  o f S U ea ,,

N a t io n a l  C a p ito l A A  J o in s  in G a m m a  B eta  F e

\ i



urnrii
ALPHA







T H E  GEAR OF T H ETA  TAU



70 THE GEAR OF THETA TAU







T H E  GEAR OF T H ETA  TAU 7^





TH E  GEAR OF T H ETA  T A U  75







T H E  GEAR OF T H E TA  TAU



THE GEAR OF THETA TAU



80 T H E  GEAR O F T H E TA  TAU



Oray, William D., Ir., '49. is now with the with the Alabams Power Co. His home is at
DuPont Co. on construction of the Savan- 1516 Graymont Ave.. Birmingham. Ala.
nah River Atomic Energy Plant. Foliar,I, Jack, 'SI. is with Southern Bell Tel.

■ a n t e y i r s s t f f i t s  a t y a t s s A s "™■***
lives at 2421 Woodmete Drive, Cleveland Re,, Robrrl, '51, has been released by the 
Heights. Ohio. armed services and is with Bell Telephone

Speir, Wm., '49. U mechanical engineer with Laboratories in New York City. His home
the Rust Engineering Co., and lives at address is 104-44 126th St., Richmond

mfnlghJam,2 A.aA ^  L3nC ^  N-  B"- S c ^ ^ Z T p ^ U .  is with the West-

77Ridgeway Road^Fabf’eld^AIa!'7”  “  WAr?»r,“ * Davit, 'Il'. Van̂ cng.necr for the
Youttg, Fletcher, '49, is with Corning Glass Hayes Aircraft Co., and lives at IlJl 14th

d S ' i S ,  ! yWith Genera, Elec- j J L 5 £  ‘S J S '  £  and
trie Co., and lives at 1100 Westcott St., liaison engineer for the Hamilton Standard
Syracuse 10. N. Y. Division, Bradley Field. Windsor Locks,

Butler, Frank Middleton, 'JO, is chief of Conn. His home is at 70 Humphrey St.,
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• v h ,  N o/ OsgZd̂jr., '49, is d [strict supt. as'T.! «my’ SliZTmf'hoL̂ hT UIS
Long Lines Dcp.., American Telephone Sc Oakdale, Hoos.on 4.

liv?« V f ^ A v T u o t  J T t tS S

with the Navy. officers school at Newport, R. I. and are
Bully, Frank R., '52, is an instructor at the ensigns on active duty. Coker's home is in

Army's guided missiles ŝchool at Redstone Franklin, Va. and Nunnally lives in Colonial

R H O

T O S V - a v h b i  sr™;:--
South Carolina. Technical Service Group at the Covington,

" S ttf f l  B t r „

Research Sc Development Laboratories, Cul- 31. 1913, and live in Tucson, Arizona.Research Sc Development Laboratories, Cul- 31. 1953. and live in Tucson, Arizona, 
ver City, Calif. Lampe, Ross Warren, '51, and Miss Faye Lee

1S H E S ^ rE M  1S x f a S

National Lod Co. hl'Tokdo! Ohio. Monlgomery, George H.. '44, reports the birth

70̂ a n T t  »».*?£ S T J S f f i  S lS T S T iS
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Electric Co. His home is 190 Fifth St., for H. K. Ferguson Co.. Foley, Florida. 
Stamford, Conn. Wilson, Harry A., '49, reports the birth of a
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Brooklyn Bridge: I\ightfall 
D. B. Steinman4

Against the city’s gleaming spires, 
Above the ships that ply the stream,

A bridge of haunting beauty stands—  
Fulfillment of an artist’s dream.

From deep beneath the tidal flow 
Two granite towers proudly rise

To hold the pendent span aloft—
A harp against the sunset skies!

Each pylon frames, between its shafts, 
Twin Gothic portals pierced with

And crowned with magic laced design 
O f lines and curves that Euclid 

knew.

The silver strands that form the net 
Are beaded with the stars of night

Like jewelled drewdrops that adorn 
A spiderweb in morning light.

Between the towers reaching high 
A cradle for the stars is swung;

And from this soaring cable curve 
A latticework of steel is hung.

Around the bridge in afterglow 
The city’s lights like fireflies gleam,

And eyes look up to see the span—
A poem stretched across the stream!

4Prominent bridge designer in New  
York City.

Suddenly called out of town, Paul 
Harvey, the Chicago news commen­
tator, told a new secretary: "Write 
Allis-Chalmers in Milwaukee. Say that 
I can't keep that appointment Friday. 
I'm o ff for Texas. I’ll telephone when 
I get back. Sign my name.” Upon his 
return, Harvey found this carbon 
waiting:
Alice Chalmers 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Dear Alice:

Im o ff for Texas and can’t  keep

Harvey promptly phoned the trac­
tor division and said, "I hope you 
haven’t received a certain letter.” 

"Received it!” came the reply. "It’s 
been on the bulletin board for three 
days!” The Readers Digest

Many years ago at a meeting, a 
bishop challenged the presiding offi­
cer to name just one possible invention

of the future. He replied that, in his 
opinion, man would, within 50 years, 
be able to f ly  like the birds.

"Nonsense,” shouted the bishop. 
"Flight is reserved for the angels!” 

The bishop’s name was Wright. He 
had two sons— Orville and Wilbur.

The first grade teacher was getting 
acquainted with her new class. To one 
youngster she said, "Billy, whose little 
boy are you?”

"Oh, I’m my mamma’s little boy.” 
"Sally, whose little girl are you?” 
'Tm my daddy’s little girl.” 
"Johnny, whose little boy are you?” 
"Aw, cut out the rough stuff, will 

you teacher. There’s been trouble 
about that at home already.”

The best memory expert is a 
woman who has once been told an­
other woman's right age.
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