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'I he Nineteenth, or " N  orman B. Ames , 
Convention

During the last three days of Dec­
ember 1952, Theta Tau held its Nine­
teenth Biennial Convention in the Pur­
due Memorial Union a t West Lefayette, 
Indiana, home of Phi Chapter. Several 
factors combined to make this an ideal 
setting for the meeting. The presence 
of an active chapter whose members 
were continuously on call fo r necessary 
errands or information, the convenient 
lodging, meeting, and dining facilities

wards. Past Grand Regent Norman B. 
Ames as Delegate at Large, Past Grand 
Regents H. H . Hopkins and Russell G. 
Glass, and Past Grand Treasurer Vaw- 
ter were also on hand to help in the 
work of the Convention.

Delegates arrived SVmday afternoon 
and evening and were immediately ex­
amined by the zealous Credentials 
Committee. Following this ordeal (for 
some) they repaired to the Phi chapter

Officers of the Convention 
Stmdins: Daniels, Ames, Brown, Edwards 
Seated: Mercer, Curtis, Schrader, Hinklry

of the Union, and the absence of other 
people because of the holiday season, 
permitted effective use of the short 
time a t the disposal o f the delegates.

The convention was led by the fol­
lowing members of the Executive 
Council: Grand Regent Donald D. 
Curtis, Grand Vice Regent A. Dexter 
Hinckley, Grand Scribe Erich J. Schra­
der, Grand Treasurer Paul L. Mercer, 
Grand Marshal John M. Daniels, Grand 
Inner Guard, Theodore C. Brown, and 
G rand O uter Guard Frank W. Ed-

house where the close association that 
was to be the pattern for the next three 
days got o ff to a good start. This ses­
sion was technically designated "a 
smoker.”

Apparently the delegates got a good 
sleep for all were on hand next morn­
ing patiently waiting for the opening 
of the meeting. While arrangements 
were being completed, Erich Schrader 
took over and told the boys about the 
early days of the fraternity, an extem­
poraneous bit of reminiscence that
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from the group

the other Gran 
alternates, and 
checked and the

Alumni Associations

The first order of business was the 
formal reports of the Executive Coun­
cil members. Grand Regent Curtis ou t­
lined his icluding the in-
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stallation of Epsilon Beta Chapter, a t­
tending Zeta’s 40th anniversary cele­
bration, a Professional Interfraternity 
Conference Convention, an Executive 
Council session in Iowa City, making 
chapter visits and planning regional 
conferences. He reviewed the accomp-

meeting in Iowa City, and work on 
the Regional Meetings and Schrader 
Award Committees.

Following these reports a recess was 
declared, a t the conclusion of which 
the memorial service for members who 
had died during the biennium was held.

Vawter, Mercer, Curtis

lishments of the biennium and indica­
ted legislation which he considered de­
sirable for consideration by the Con­
vention. The coming 50th anniversary 
was noted and a strong committee 
selected to initiate plans for this event.

Schrader, and delegates

The entire group then adjourned to 
the front steps of the Union where 
Brother Hobby, Phi’s "demon photog” , 
took the group picture. Reference to 
the frontispiece will reveal that al­
though the picture was taken in mid-

Cottrell, Spaulding, Curtis, Solberg

Grand Vice Regent Hinckley fol­
lowed w ith a review of his activities 
which included the Epsilon Beta in­
stallation, chapter visits to Xi and 
Gamma Beta, attendance a t the P.I.C. 
convention and the executive council

winter, even the southern delegates 
were able to stand motionless without 
wraps while several-shots were taken. 
This mild weather remained for the en­
tire meeting, greatly to the relief of 
those who had driven hundreds of
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miles in northern latitudes to attend

On Monday afternoon Grand Vice 
Regent Hinckley took the chair. Grand 
Marshal Daniels, reporting for the Cre­

dentials Committee, rated delegates 
from Alpha, Sigma, Upsilon, Lambda, 
Phi, Omicron, and Delta Beta as su­
perior in their knowledge of the frater­
nity and its ritual.

The Grand Scribe’s report indicated 
a total membership of 13,058, an in­
crease of 905 members in the last bi­
ennium. Considering that 66 of these 
came in a t the time of the Epsilon 
Beta installation, there were 248 fewer 
initiated by the chapters in this bi­
ennium than in the preceeding one. 
Some picture o f the devoted service 
rendered to the fraternity by Erich 
Schrader was given by the fact that 
he wrote 3224 letters during the bi­
ennium. This is an average of more 
than five each working day —  with­
out benefit o f a stenographer. As Ex­
ecutive Secretary, he reported that 
the current membership level was not 
high enough to support the current 
operations of the fraternity.

Grand Treasurer Mercer reported 
on the balances in his care. The Gear 
Endowment fund has now reached a 
lusty $43,000 total, having increased 
more than $3,000 in the biennium. 
General fraternity funds in his care

and investments during the biennium 
were enumerated.

The Grand Marshal reported the re­
ceipt of 928 pledge forms and the 
issuing of 931 shingles during the 
period, some 120 still to be prepared.

Grand Inner Guard Brown reported 
on his visit to Pi Chapter and suggested 
tha t Rho Chapter might be useful in 
promoting a chapter a t a nearby uni­
versity. He concluded by announcing 
that the press of business affairs would 
not permit him to continue in office.

Frank Edwards, Grand O uter Guard, 
told o f his activities in connection with 
the Schrader Award plaque and of his 
participation in the Executive Council 
meeting at Iowa City. He also ruefully 
admitted tha t he was one of the cul­
prits who had not sent the Grand 
Scribe an acknowledgement of receipt 
o f the Convention minutes, a point on 
which the Grand Scribe had earlier 
laid considerable stress.

The Gear report revealed the highest 
biennium cost ($9300) in history and 
detailed the economies which were be­

hold even in a constantly more expen­
sive environment. Some 47 percent of

those eligible to receive the Gear are 
now on the mailing list, indicating a 
strong alumni interest in view of the 
tendency to  migrate to new addresses 
which seems typical of Theta T au’s.
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Following a decision made two years 
earlier, the chapters presented brief 
reports, with the result tha t all had 
been heard from by the end of the 
afternoon. Numerous activities were 
described, which it was felt would be 
of use to other chapters. Such ideas as 
these are typical: Delta, its lecture 
series from prominent engineers; lota, 
its music room; Lambda, its book col­
lection; Mu, its supervision of fresh­
men tests; Omicron, its wives’ club; Pi, 
its slide rule classes for freshmen; and 
Rho, its gathering of second hand 
books for an Egyptian university. Tau 
ruefully admitted losing a ball game 
to a faculty team while Upsilon boasted 
of its excellent furniture manufactur­
ing. Chi turned to and cleaned the 
engineering laboratories and Psi lamen­
ted, "Unfortunately M.S.M. docs pub­
lish scholastic averages —  scholarship 
is being stressed!"Omega pledges serve 
a turkey dinner to the actives. Epsilon 
Beta received an award for participa­
tion in a blood drive. Perhaps the mer­
riest quip was made by Bieber o f Theta 
who promised to send their scribe’s 
head in a basket to atone for a certain 
break in communications.

Monday evening was given over to 
committee work and the delegates 
worked far into the night to get w rit­
ten reports ready for the next day.

Tuesday opened with the report of 
the 50 th  Anniversary Committee,

H . H . Hopkins, Chairman. A remark­
ably complete plan for a Convention 
in Minneapolis in mid-October, 19S4 
was outlined. The delegates seemed to 
feel that an October meeting would 
work little hardship on the scholastic

The A uditing Committee relieved 
Brothers Mercer, Schrader, Daniels, and 
Howe from further financial responsi­
bility for the biennium by approving 
their financial records.

The Ritual and the Insignia Com­
mittees liked the status quo.

Brother Glass, the President o f the 
Professional Interfraternity Confer­
ence, gave an informal report on the 
activities of that organization.

The Extension Committee outlined 
a constructive five-point program for 
developing interest on open campuses.

New proposals relative to the Theta 
Tau scholarship were made, chief of 
which was to make an annual rather 
than a biennial award.

The Discipline Committee created a 
warm argument over the use of 
"proxy” votes a t a trial and in the 
end it was voted that proxies must be 
"open”, i.e., a vote must not be decided 
before a hearing.
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Tuesday afternoon began with the 
Publications Committee report which 
endorsed the present policy of the 
magazine in regard to publication of 
chapter letters and alumni notes in al­
ternate issues and made the major re­
commendation for the publication of

delegates attended 5 conferences in the 
spring of 1952 a t a cost to the frater­
nity  of $2450. The meetings were con­
sidered outstanding successes by every­
one but the Grand Treasurer, who call­
ed attention to the fact tha t the budget 
allocation had been shattered by the

a Theta Tau Directory as a part of the enthusiastic attendence at the meetings.
Golden Anniversary Celebration. I t The Convention then adopted a Re-
was estimated tha t the directory would gional Meeting budget of $1500 and a
cost but $3000 more than the amount plan whereby the Grand Treasurer
presently in reserve for the purpose would support only two carloads of
plus estimated sales. This sum might delegates to any meeting,
be raised by solicitation or by con- The Budget Committee came in with
tinued budget allocations in succeeding a figure of $17,000 for the next bi­

bienniums. The Convention voted to 
publish the directory and Brother 
Daniels offered to carry ou t the pro-

Brother Hinckley reported on the 
Regional meetings held during the bi­
ennium. T w enty-tw o chapters and 333

ennium, somewhat higher than the 
last budget because of anticipated cost 
rises and the doubling of the scholar­
ship fund.

The Committee on Dues and Fees 
took the bit in its teeth and proposed 
an increase in initiation fees and in
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annual dues sufficient to permit oper­
ation a t the level called for in the 
budget. Since this meant a constitu­
tional change, a motion to rewrite the 
article on dues and fees in accordance 
w ith the Committee’s recommendation 
was made and carried with but one dis­
senting voe. A t one point in the dis­
cussion one delegate said, "Brother Re­
gent, I rise to  a point of order. W hat 
are we doing?”  Although the increase 
was not palatable, the delegates must 
be given credit for taking a most re­
sponsible attitude toward the continu­
ation of the fraternity’s activities.

The Constitution Committee had 
other hot potatoes to handle, such as 
the membership qualification clause 
and the admission of "ag-engineers”. 
Vigorous argument followed, but when 
the dust had settled, the membership 
clause was unchanged and the "ag-en­
gineers” were henceforth eligible for 
membership wherever the curriculm 
was accredited by E. C. P. D. Although 
Brother Schrader vigorously opposed 
this amendment in the debate, as the 
roll was called on the question and it 
became apparent tha t the delegates 
(led by Phi Chapter) wanted the 
change, he brought forth a good laugh 
when he said, "I have always been a 
good friend of Phi. I vote yes!”

Tuesday evening was taken up with 
a banquet and an initiation. Under the 
management of Brother H . L. Solberg 
of the Purdue faculty as M.C., Dr.
A. R. Spaulding, Grand Regent Curtis, 
and Grand Scribe Erich Schrader gave 
short bu t stimulating talks. Time was 
taken out between the talks to present 
Past Grand Regent Ames with a silver 
platter, and to announce that the dele­
gates had chosen Peter Mindcrman of 
Sigma as the outstanding delegate. 
H ad the Executive Council voted, the 
result would have been the same, for

Pete had shown a fine knowledge of 
parliamentary procedure and a level­
headed approach to the legislative prob­
lems throughout the sessions.

The initiation of Donald Ray Bor­
ders of Delta Beta was carried out by 
an initiation team made up of Minder- 
man of Sigma, Leonard of Alpha, Agri­
cola of Beta, Gregoire of Mu, Lenhart 
of Omicron, McCoy of Upsilon, Nel­
son of Phi, and Wales of Epsilon Beta. 
Founder Erich Schrader participated 
at an appropriate point to highlight 
an excellent presentation of the ritual.

Wednesday morning saw the windup 
of the Convention business. Reports 
were received from the Transportation 
and the Scholarship committees. The 
Schrader Award Committee announced 
tha t first place was won by Sigma, sec­
ond by Phi, third by Beta, and fourth 
by Upsilon. A t this point, Brother 
Minderman (Sigma) was heard to say, 
"W e may be rabble rousers, but I 
guess we get our reports in.”

_, Bunnell, Hobby, Nelson, 
Schrader, Cottrell

The Committee on Professional and 
Leadership Development presented a 
three-point program (with subdivi­
sions) of recommendations to the 
chapters for improvement of this as­
pect of their activities.

The Committee on Inter-Chapter
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Relations suggested correspondence be­
tween chapters on a list of pertinent

The Resolutions Committee submit­
ted six resolutions (dubbed "very con­
troversial s tu ff” by Chairman Reeves), 
one of which designated the Nine­
teenth Biennial Convention as the 
"Norm an B. Ames Convention” , upon 
which Brother Ames voted a lonesome 
"N o.” Another called upon the armed 
services to make use of engineers 
"commensurate with their training.” 
Additional resolutions were offered

from the floor, one of which called up­
on Sigma Gamma Epsilon to clarify 
its status as an honorary or professional 
lraternity.

The Nominations Committee was 
the last to report and its recommcnda-

Grand Regent —  Jamison Vawter, 
Zeta ’16

Grand Vice Regent —  A. Dexter 
Hinckley, Theta ’27

Grand Scribe —  Erich J. Schrader, 
Alpha ’05

Grand Treasurer —  Paul L. Mercer, 
Omicron, ’21

Grand Marshal —  John M. Daniels, 
N u Hon. ’22 

The Grand Scribe was instructed to 
cast a unanimous ballot for these bro­
thers. Two candidates were presented 
for the offices of Grand Inner and 
O uter Guard, and when the balloting 
was completed the positions were filled 
as follows:

Grand Inner Guard —  N ick Trbo- 
vich, Phi ’37 

Grand O uter G uard —  Robert L. 
Noxon, Sigma ’49

Installation of officers followed 
whereupon the Convention was closed 
in proper form.

In  retrospect, this Convention can 
be rated as one of the best in the last 
twenty-five years. The delegates were 
businesslike, responsible, and states­
manlike in their decisions. The decisions 
to publish a directory, to prepare for a 
fine Golden Anniversary celebration, 
and to raise dues to compensate for in­
flationary effects all indicated the 
willingness of these young men to 
keep the fraternity operating a t a high 
level.
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Jamison \ awltr, CraniJ Recent
Grand Regent Jamison Vawter was 

born in Arkansas City, Kansas, April 
21, 1889, and graduated from A rkan­
sas C ity High School in 1908. During 
the years from 1912 to 1917 he worked 
for the G ulf Colorado and Santa Fe 
Railroad, advancing from chainman to 
assistant engineer. Simultaneously he 
was working on another project, and 
was granted a nine months leave from 
the railroad in order to complete his 
senior year a t the University of Kansas 
and receive the B.S. degree in Civil 
Engineering in 1916.

He served in W orld W ar I from 
1917 to 1919 as 1st Lt. and Captain,
Corps of Engineers. His ou tfit was the 
31 Sth Engineers who were in France 
and Germany for a year, participating 
in two battles, St. Mihiel and Meuse- 
Argonne. Back in the United States,
Brother Vawter returned to the rail­
road for one year as assistant engineer, 
then spent 1920 to 1922 as assistant 
professor of Mechanics a t the Univer­
sity o f Kansas. In 1922 he made a one 
way trip to the University of Illinois.
Since that time he has taught Civil 
Engineering, becoming a full professor 
in 1937.

Jamison Vawter was initiated into 
Zeta Chapter in 1916, and his con­
tinued interest in the Fraternity is 
shown by his record of service. H e was 
elected Grand O uter Guard in 1921, 
and Grand Treasurer in 1923. The 
latter position he served faithfully for 
twenty-seven years. The first twenty- 
five of these were very active, but in

He has also been active in the Pro­
fessional Interfraternity Conference. 
H e served as their vice-president, as a 
member of the Executive Committee, 
and held a two year term as president 
during the early years of the organi-

Besides his active teaching career 
and his time given over to Theta Tau, 
Jamison Vawter is a joint author of 
two books: Theory o f Simple Struc­
tures, w ith Thomas C. Shedd (Hon. 
Kappa) and Elementary Theory and 
Design o f Flexural Members, with 
James G. Clark. Both of these books 
are published by John Wiley and Sons.

the last two years Brother Schrader 
took over the detailed work of the 
chapter accounts, since Brother Vaw- 
ter's administrative duties a t Illinois 
had accumulated with the years.
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In 1922 he married Theresa O ’Brien 
and they have two children: Jeanne 
(Mrs. George H . Weatherbe) who now 
lives in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and Patricia 
whose home is in New York City.

Even his hobbies have grown more 
strenuous, as outside duties forced him 
to give up fishing. H e now considers 
his chief recreation to come from tak­
ing part in politics, as he has been a 
member of the Urbana C ity Council 
for the past sixteen years, in charge of 
the street department, and a member 
of the Board of Local Improvements. 
H e is now running again, and unless 
he can persuade enough people to vote 
for the Democrat who is opposing him, 
he will probably keep his office for 
another four years.

A IfreJ D ex ter  H inckley.
Q ra n J  Vice  Regent 

The Fraternity’s Grand Vice Regent 
was born in New York on December 
9, 1902. Eighteen years later he grad-

Professionally the Grand Regent is 
a member of Sigma Xi, Tau Beta Pi, 
Chi Epsilon, Tau N u Tau, and Scab­
bard and Blade. He also maintains his 
membership in the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, American Railway 
Engineering Association, and Inter­
national Association for Bridge and 
Structural Engineering. He has served 
on committees o f the A.R.E.A. for 
over tw enty years, bu t has now retired

We have a t the helm a distinguished 
engineer with a long record of service 
both to the profession and the frater­
nity. He is a fine choice to bring Theta 
Tau through the last biennium of its 
first half century.

uated from  Manual Training High 
School and after a few years entered 
the combined college and engineering 
course a t Columbia University. H e re­
ceived his B.A. in 1925 and the E.E. 
in 1927. During this time he added a 
full program of extra-curricular ac­
tivity , numerous part-tim e and sum­
mer jobs and secured timely financal 
assistance by his marriage in May of 
1925.

In 1928 his wife, Elizabeth, let him 
help work her way through college, 
including medical school. Dr. Elizabeth 
Hinckley has continued the Hinckley 
tradition of a full life with an occupy­
ing practice as a pediatrician, also ser­
ving as an attending physician a t two 
hospitals. Young A. (Alden) Dexter 
arrived in November of 1931 and 
some years later attended Harvard, 
majoring in biology.

Returning to Columbia in 1928 he 
became interested in illuminating engi­
neering and began to take an active 
part in the New Y ork Section and 
national work of the Illuminating
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Engineering Society. In 1944 he be­
came Executive Secretary of the Illum­
inating Society. Since then he has 
worked w ith the staff and officers in 
an expansion program which has seen 
the Society membership doubled, budg­
e t and headquarters staff tripled.

"Dex” has been especially active in 
the Engineering Alumni Association of 
his alma mater, serving as Executive 
Secretary, Manager and Secretary, and 
since July I, 1940 as president. H e is 
helping organize alumni effort toward 
Columbia University’s  Development 
Plan for the building of the Columbia 
Engineering Center.

"D ex” HinkIey is a member of 
Alpha Chi Rho, Am. Soc. for Engr. 
Education and Am. Inst, o f Elect. 
Engrs., and up to 1944 took an active 
part in the New York Section of the 
latter. His hobbies include dancing 
(ballroom. Polka, Mazurka, square

Erick  J .  Schrader, C ra n d S c r ih e

Erich J. Schrader was born in Bre­
men, Germany in 1881. When he was 
four years old he came to this country 
w ith his parents and grew up in the 
American environment. Later he at­
tended the University of Minnesota, 
where he received a degree in mining 
engineering in 1905. During this period 
he formed a local engineering 
fraternity which, as all Theta Taus 
know, was destined to develop into a 
major professional fraternity.

A fter leaving college he began a 
long career as mining engineer in the 
United States and Mexico. H e con­
tinued to advance until by 1912 he 
had become General Manager o f the 
Rockland Mine in Nevada. A fter many 
more years o f experience in managing 
and superintending mines in various

dances, —  you name i t ) ,  walking, 
music, theatre, foreign movies. He is 
proud of his above average current 
events score, being a regular "cover 
to cover” reader of Time Magazine.

Through all the years since his initia­
tion in 1926 Brother Hinkley has been 
closely associated with Theta Chapter 
of Theta Tau. He became its Chapter 
Adviser in 193 5, serving until 1941 
when the fraternity elected him as 
G rand O uter Guard. In 1946 he was 
chosen Grand Inner Guard and in 1948 
became chairman of the Regional Con­
ference Committee which laid plans 
for four highly successful regional

Since 1950 Brother Hinckley has 
served Theta Tau in the capacity of 
Grand Vice Regent. His ability, in­
terest, and dynamic spirit will con­
tinue to  benefit Theta Tau in his 
second term of office.

parts of Nevada, he set up a consul­
ting office in Reno in 1932.

His professional activities include 
membership on the Nevada State Min-
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ing Advisory Board and Chairmanship 
of the Nevada Delegation to the W est­
ern Conference of State Mining Boards 
in 1944, as well as the preparation of 
published articles.

The founder of Theta Tau has held 
many im portant offices in the Frater­
nity. From 1906 to 1911 he was Na­
tional Chairman and from 1911 to 
1919 its first Grand Regent. Upon 
his retirement from the Grand Regency 
he became Grand Scribe, a position 
which he has held ever since. When 
Theta Tau celebrates its Golden Anni­
versary, Brother Schrader will be cele­
brating his th ir ty -fifth  year as Grand 
Scribe. When the position of Execu-

P o u lL .  M ercer. G r a n d  Treasurer

Paul Lyman Mercer invaded the 
State o f Indiana in 1899. While still 
a small boy he elected to journey with 
his parents to Iowa where he settled 
in Iowa C ity and attended high school 
and college. His collegiate activity was 
confined to the period 1917 to 1921 
so that two years of it  were spent un­
der the discipline of the Student Army

tive Secretary was created in the 17th 
Biennial Convention, Erich J. Schrader 
was unanimously chosen to take over 
those duties with the work he does so 
ably as Grand Scribe.

Brother Schrader is famous for his 
prodigious memory of Theta Taus- He 
knows thousands of them by name and 
his continued interest in the fraternity 
includes each new group of pledges 
and initiates. H e sends out thousands 
of letters each year without stenogra­
phic help, asking only that they be 
answered within a reasonable length of 
time. His long and active background 
of experience and service to the fra-

Training Corps, a fact which Paul has 
always blamed for that "C ”  he got in 
Calculus. During this period he was 
confined to the hospital with Don 
Curtis, for a bout with influenza, 
which led to a life-long friendship with 
the former Grand Regent. The last 
years were normal, however, and he 
emerged w ith a Tau Beta Pi key and a
B.E. in Civil Engineering in 1921. A 
newly formed program in hydraulic 
engineering took his eye and he remain­
ed for another year and received the 
first M.S. in hydraulic engineering 
given by the University of Iowa.

Shortly after leaving college he and 
his bride went to Keokuk where Paul 
began working in the Engineering De­
partm ent of the Mississippi River 
Power Co. He continued with this 
company through the years and 
through changes of management until 
he finally became convinced he was in 
a rut. A t the time he first reached 
this conclusion he didn 't realize that 
the ru t led straight to the top of the 
company, but the passage of time 
shortly revealed this to be the case. He 
became Plant Manager in 1940 and
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later manager of the Iowa Division of 
the Union Electric Power Company, 
the position he now holds.

Brother Mercer was a "Phi Gam” 
in college and later joined the Masons. 
He is a member of the Iowa Engineer­
ing Society as well as various social 
and service clubs.

In 1929 Brothers Mercer and Howe 
were persuaded to take over the editor­
ship o f the Gear when Brother Curtis 
le ft Iowa C ity and they have been in

J o h n  A t .  D a n ie k  ^ r a n J  A I a r s U

J. M. Daniels was born at Blairs- 
ville Intersection, Pa. in 1897, educated 
a t the Kiski Preparatory School from 
which he graduated in 1917 and has, 
almost without exception, followed 
an academic career ever since. H e a t­
tended the universities of Pennsyl­
vania, Pittsburgh, and Duquesne, re­
ceiving his B.S. in Civil Engineering 
from the second in 1922 and his Ph.D. 
in Education from the latter in 1948. 
He was married in 1924 and has two 
children, a boy and a girl.

Brother Daniels began as an instruc­
tor in Civil Engineering at Carnegie 
Tech, became an assistant professor, 
and in 1938 was made Chairman of 
Admissions. W ith his growing ad­
ministrative experience, he became 
acting D irector o f the Division of 
Student Personnel and Welfare, and in 
1944 was made Acting Dean of Stu-

He has served on the National Board 
on College Entrance Examinations, as 
Secretary-Treasurer, and President of 
the Middle States Association of Col­
lege Registrars, and on several local 
scholarship committees.

He was made an Honorary member 
o f N u Chapter in 1922 and began his

this ru t for the last twenty-four years. 
In addition. Brother Mercer served 
as Grand Inner Guard from 1943-1946 
and had a son, Robert, who was a 
member of Omicron Chapter. These 
circumstances, together with the fact 
that he was in a large part responsible 
for the establishment of Omicron 
Chapter, indicate the continuing in­
terest which Brother Mercer has had 
in Theta Tau for the past thirty  years.

service with the Executive Council 
when he was elected Grand Outer 
Guard in 1931. He has held the offices 
of Grand Inner Guard, Grand Vice 
Regent, and, in 1937, Grand Regent. 
In 1946 he resigned his position as 
Delegate a t Large after 15 years of 
service to the fraternity. However, in 
1949 he was called upon to fill the un­
expired term of Brother George Carter 
as Grand Marshal, with the result that 
he was elected to that position by the 
18 th Biennial Convention and reelected 
in December of 1952.

Brother Daniels is active in his pro­
fession and in many other organiza­
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tions. Among them are the Am. Soc. 
for Engr. Education, Board of Trus­
tees of the Kiskiminetas Springs School, 
Phi Kappa Phi, Omicron Delta Kappa, 
Alpha Phi Omega, Masons, Couders- 
port Consistory, Syria Temple Shrine, 
and the Edgewood Club. Along with 
these avocations he finds lime for 
sports and books. I t has also been ru-

N iJ c  T r U i c k  
G ra n d  Inner G u a rd  

j Born in East Chicago, Indiana, Nick 
Trbovich has been a borderline Hoosier 
all his life. He graduated from Wash­
ington High School in East Chicago 
and worked a t the Inland Steel Co. in

that city for several years before en­
tering Purdue University. He was also 
able to work there on weekends and va­
cations while attending Purdue (some 
one hundred miles aw ay), thus making 
his way through college entirely 
through his own efforts.

A fter receiving the B.S.E.E. degree 
in 1937, he returned to full-time em­
ployment a t Inland. Until 1939, inclu-

mored that he plays a good hand of 
bridge.

Thus John M. Daniels continues to 
bring his ability and administrative 
experience to the record-keeping prob­
lems of Theta Tau. If  any man is well 
qualified to take charge of the pub­
lication of the Golden Anniversary 
Directory, "J. M.” is the man!

ding the time he attended Purdue U ni­
versity, he held positions as Operator, 
Wireman, and Wire Foreman. In 1939 
he was Chief Test Engineer and in 
1949 Senior Forward Planning Engi­
neer. Three years later he became the 
Plant’s Mechanical and Electrical Engi­
neer, his present position.

Brother Trbovich is affiliated with 
many organizations. He is a Registered 
Professional Mechanical and Electrical 
Engineer in the State of Indiana, and 
is a member of the National Society 
of Professional Engineers, American 
Institute o f Electrical Engineers, As­
sociation of Iron and Steel Engineers, 
Electrical Association of Chicago, Pur­
due Alumni Association, Purdue Club 
o f Chicago, East Chicago Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Masons. H e is 
listed in "W ho’s Who in Engineering” 
and "W ho Knows."

Initiated into Phi Chapter in 1934, 
Nick Trbovich has served Theta Tau 
faithfully ever since. He was the Phi 
Chapter Regent during the term of 
1936, and has served for several years 
on the Alumni Board of Phi Chapter 
and as secretary of the Theta Tau 
Alumni Association of Chicago.

W ith N ick’s energy, popularity, and 
genuine interest in the activities o f 
Theta Tau, he should be showing up 
on the roster of the Executive Council 
for many years to come.
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R o kert L ow ell N o x o n ,
G ra n d  O u te r  G u a rd

Lowell Noxon was born a Buckeye 
on an Ohio farm  A ugust 19, 1924. 
A fter a ten year vacation in Florida 
where his father managed an orange 
grove, young Lowell came north again 
to  Ohio and grew up on a typical Ohio 
farm. H e attended a country school 
and studied Vocational Agriculture. 
In 1942 he entered the College of Agri­
culture a t Ohio State University as 
the recipient of a four year scholar­
ship won by competitive examination. 
His college career was interrupted by 
active du ty  in the Navy where he re­
ceived training as an Electronic Tech­
nician. Upon return to civilian life, 
he transferred to Electrical Engineer­
ing and graduaed in 1949 with a B.E.E. 
degree.

A fter a year with a local Electric 
U tility  Company, he secured a job at 
the U.S. N aval Ordance Plant in In­
dianapolis, Indiana. H e has worked as 
an Electronic Engineer with the Pro­
duct Design group for the past two 
years.

Brother Noxon managed to  come 
back from a prolonged illness in 19S2 
with good health and the nurse who 
had attended him. Laura has been a 
combination housewife and student in 
Nursing Education a t Indiana U ni­
versity. A lthough Lowell is contin­
uing work toward a Masters Degree in 
Engineering a t Purdue University, his 
wife’s academic career will be inter­
rupted this summer by the arrival of 
a junior member o f the family.

Brother Noxon was initiated into 
Sigma Chapter in 1947 and served as 
Secretary the following year. In  1949 
he was appointed to the Professional 
Leadership and Development Commit­
tee and in the spring of that year a t­

tended a Leadership Conference at 
Green Lake, Wisconsin. In 1950 he at­
tended the Eighteenth Biennial Con­
vention in Kansas City and was ap­
pointed to the National Committee on 
Professional and Leadership Develop­

ment for the Biennium 1950-1952. He 
also served on the Planning Commit­
tee for the Nineteenth Convention 
held at Purdue University.

Professionally, he is a member of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi­
neers, T au Beta Pi, Eta Kappa Nu, 
Phi Eta Sigma. He also participates 
actively in Toastmasters International, 
the American Legion, the Masonic 
Lodge, Scottish Rite, Shrine, and the 
Methodist Church, serving as superin­
tendent o f the intermediate department 
at Sunday School and a member of the 
Board of Christian Education in his

In his brief career as student and 
electronic engineer, R. Lowell Noxon 
has managed to pack in a great many 
services to Theta Tau. These experi­
ences and his interest will be of great 
value to the Executive Council.
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Sigma Chapter Pf/ ins Erick I. Schrader 
A ward for lp51, 1p52

Based on a strong performance in 
both 1951 and 1952 Sigma Chapter 
captured the Schrader Award for the 
biennium concluded in December. An-

in the report o f the Committee on the 
Schrader Award at the Convention in 
West Lafayette. Sigma Chapter was 
close pressed by Phi Chapter which 
placed second, and Beta Chapter which 
placed third. A total o f 18 out of the 
24 chapters submitted score sheets in 
one or both years. However, to "count” 
in the competition, reports for both 
years are needed since the award is 
based on the total of points scored in 
both years.

To rate in the top group, chapters 
and their officers put in excellent per­
formances in their normal duties such 
as meetings, attendance, and financial 
operation. To this was added the extra 
points earned by special Chapter pro­
jects, and by the special services of 
chapter members on campus, and in 
campus organizations.

The Schrader Award Committee at 
the Convention which reviewed all 
reports submitted in the competition

was headed by Lindsay Lenhart, of 
Omicron Chapter. He was assisted by 
Peter Minderman of Sigma Chapter 
and Billy Boliver of Rho Chapter. This 
committee worked from a report pre­
pared and submitted by an operating 
committee, which had been appointed 
to work through the biennium by 
Grand Regent Curtis. The Operating 
Committee consisted of E. E. Ellis, 
Mu ’41, Irwin M. Lewis, Pi ’42, and 
A. D. Hinckley, Theta '25, Chairman. 
This committee notified all chapters 
before and just a fter the start of the 
academic year about the contest and 
provided the necessary contest blanks. 
The efficiency of the committee was 
a major factor in securing the fine 
response which came from the chap-

A graphic picture of where the top 
chapters won the im portant points is 
given in the following table, divided 
according to the sections of the scoring 
form.

Included in the report o f the Schra­
der Award Committee at the Conven­
tion was the recommendation that 
certificates be issued to each of the

First Second Third Fourth
Sigma Phi Beta Upsilon

Chapter Chapter Chapter Chapter

I Internal Chapter organization 1306 1272 1109 1151
II Scholarship 400 125 275 250

III Publications and Publicity 250 200 100 275
IV Financial Administration 945 1060 560 920
V Chapter Library 820 995 1120 250

VI Miscellaneous 250 100 560 250
Total 3971 ~ y f y i  3724 3691

(Scores combined for two years)
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chapters which have won the Schrader 
A w ard Competitaon since its estab­
lishment in the late thirties. The first 
contest, authorized a t the I Jth  Biennial 
Convention in 1937, ran for the year 
1938-1939 and was won by Pi Chap­
ter. Following the opening year, con­
tests were run for two-year periods 
w ith winners as follows:

Period W inner Announced at

1939.1941 Beta 1941 Convention
1941.1942 Beta 1946 Convention
1946.1947 Mu 1948 Convention
1947.1948 Beta 1948 Convention
1948, 1950 Upsilon 1950 Convention

The parchment certificates, now 
being prepared, will replace the bronze 
plaque which was originally planned.

Excessive expense, together with the 
problem of handling, especially a t non­
house chapters, led to the decision that 
certificates be issued instead.

In addition to recommending the 
scoring for the past biennium, the Con­
vention Committee also recommended 
approval of certain scoring modifi­
cations for adoption during 1953, 
1954. These were worked out by the 
Operating Committee in an attem pt 
to  strike a more equitable balance be­
tween chapters in "house" and "non­
house” situations, and also in small and 
large schools. A numbers of items were 
re-valued where credit seemed dis­
proportionate to the merit involved, 
and a few statements were clarified 
and expanded.

C harles Adasterson  W  'ins P riz t
Second prize winner in the national 

Douglas Fir Plywood Association’s 
design contest is Charles T. Masterson, 
Kappa '30, lighting specialist with 
General Electric in Chicago. H e sub­
mitted plans for remodeling a bare 
attic  space. O n January 30 he appeared 
as the guest o f W alter Durbahn on 
W alt's Workshop, hobbycraft program 
over W NBQ, Chicago NBC-TV sta-

Brother Masterson, winner of the 
1931-32 Plym fellowship has been 
w ith General Electric since 1930. He 
was at the Nela Park works in Cleve­
land 12 years, working on all types 
of lighting applications chiefly for 
buildings and decorative lighting. Dur­
ing this time he designed the first 
flourescent lighting fixture.

In  1943 he went to the G.E. plastics 
division in Pittsfield, Mass., and de­
signed plastic parts for lighting fix­
tures for many manufacturers. Three

years ago he returned to Chicago to the 
lamp department.

Masterson has done a great deal of 
free lance work, including the de-
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signing of store fronts and modern 
Solar homes. In 1942 he designed a 
memorial for men on the battleship 
Arizona at Pearl Harbor for the U. S. 
Navy. He currently is designing a

new Episcopal church and parish hall 
in Lombard. 111. H e is married, and has 
two daughters.

Illinois A lum ni News

/ic/vances W i th  
A lu m in u m  C o m p a n y

James F. Smith, Iota ’27, has been 
appointed to one of the top positions 
of a relatively new company —  The 
Anaconda Aluminum Company. Asso­
ciated with the Great Falls Plant of the 
Anaconda Copper Mining Company 
for the past 25 years, he has spent 
most of the time in a supervisory ca­
pacity in the copper refining division 
and has traveled extensively in foreign

Brother Smith’s new position is pro­
duction superintendent of Anaconda’s 
Aluminum Plant to be constructed 
at Columbia Falls, Montana.

Missouri School o f Mines Alunm us

Z e la  A lu m n u s  Receives Bronze S ta r
Pfc. George R. McNeish, Zeta ’SI, 

o f  Winfield, Kansas was recently de­
corated for meritorious service in

He was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal for duty a t Eighth Army Head­
quarters, from Jan. 29, 1952 to Feb. 
5 of this year. The citation reads in

"Serving as acting chief o f the pe­
troleum products requirements unit, 
supply division, McNeish worked tire­
lessly to carry out his assignment in 
an exemplary manner.

"H is thorough knowledge of his 
assignment and his devotion to duty

were im portant factors in the efficient 
and expeditious supply of petroleum 
products to the U N  forces in Korea.”

A graduate of Winfield High School 
and the University of Kansas, Brother 
McNeish entered the army in July 
1951. He received basic training at 
Fort Riley, Kansas and has been in 
Korea since January a year ago. He 
also wears the Korean and U N  Service 
Ribbons.

Mail will be forwarded to him by 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. George T. 
McNeish of 1121 E. N inth St., W in­
field, Kansas.
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C harles Itirm in  Prepares Pipeline Book
Recently the Ohio Oil Co. was able 

to obtain a release of critical materials 
from the Petroleum Administration 
for Defense to be used in the construc­
tion of the firm ’s vital pipeline from 
Wood River, 111. to Lima Ohio. O f 
primary importance in the decision 
was a 27-page report w ritten by 
Charles Firmin, Delta ’31.

W ith 20 years o f service behind 
him. Brother Firmin has been assistant 
chief engineer since 1949. His valuable 
experience in Ohio Oil’s refinery engi­
neering and marketing engineering de­
partm ents includes nine years as a 
pipeliner.

A native of Marshall, 111., Firmin 
moved to Casper, Wyo. w ith his per- 
ents and graduated from Natrona 
County High School. He attended 
W hitman College, Walla Walla, Wash, 
for a year and then entered Case Insti­
tute. He joined Ohio Oil’s general o f­
fice in 1933. In 1938 he went to 
Robinson, 111. for refinery engineer
work and in 1943 he returned to  the Brother Firmin lives at 1310 D 
general office in Findlay, assigned to las Parkway, Findlay, Ohio, 
the pipeline department. Case Aim.

L i .  S . S te e l N a m e s  H .  L -  J e n  ter D is tr ic t A id e
H arry L. Jenter, Tau ’26, was named 

assistant district manager of the Cleve­
land D istrict of American Steel & Wire 
Division of U. S. Steel Co.

Brother Jenter went to Cleveland 
immediately after graduating from 
Syracuse University as a mechanical 
engineer. A fter serving as a student 
apprentice, then assistant foreman at 
the Newburgh Wire Works, he was 
made general foreman, superintendent, 
and more recently, chief engineer of 
the Cuyahoga W orks and of the whole

In his new post Jenter will help 
direct operations of the Cuyahoga 
Works, the American Works, Central 
Furnaces and Docks, Coke Works and 
Newburgh Works which altogether 
employ about 4500. H e is a member 
of the American Society for Metals as 
well as other technical societies.

Brother Jenter lives with his wife 
and son at 16713 Lamond Blvd., Sha­
ker Heights.

The Cleecland Press
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E a r l  S tein  R etires
For Earl Stein, Delta T l ,  these are 

carefree days and there will be many

with Dow, most of them as head of 
the calcium-magnesium section of the 
Midland Div. plant. Brother Stein has 
retired with his wife and their two

daughters to their new lakeside summer 
home near Tawas C ity on the Lake 
H uron shore.

He has given up the pressing duties 
of production for such "momentous” 
decisions as determining the best time 
of day to go angling in the big lake 
for perch or when to play nine holes 
of golf. While his retirement ends a

long association with Dow, he will 
manage to keep busy handling his per­
sonal affairs, including his connection 
with the Midland National Bank as 
chairman of the board of directors.

The little town of Sewellsville, Ohio 
claims Earl Stein as a native son and

he spent his Boyhood there. In  those 
days anyone could pass a county exam­
ination and become a county school 
teacher, and a t the tender age of 17 
Earl passed the examination and was in. 
A fter one year on the job, however, 
he decided that teaching would not be 
his life’s work. He moved w ith his 
parents to Lakewood, a Cleveland su­
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burb, where he had no difficulty get­
ting a job with the Cleveland, Lorain 
and Wheeling Railroad. H e quickly 
picked up telegraphy, but after one 
year he decided to enter high school 
and covered the four year course in 
two years.

From there he went on to Case Tech 
taking his B.S. degree in chemical engi­
neering in 1911. In June of that year 
he entered the 14-year-old Dow Chem­
ical Co. assigned to the chlorine cells 
section. His principle contributions 
came, however, during the more than 
three decades he headed the calcium- 
magnesium products section. He was 
among a group of Dow men who sup­
plied leadership and direction in work­
ing out engineering problems in the 
design of chemical manufacturing 
plants and equipment for the expand­
ing company.

U n ivers ity  o f  A lin n eso ta  

Aflum nus
Lloyd V. Berkner1 Alpha ’27, was 

honored recently by the University of 
Minnesota. President J. L. Morrill pre­
sented him w ith the University’s O u t­
standing Achievement Award.

Brother Berkner was honored as a 
"diligent contributor to our national 
security and world-renowned engineer- 
administrator in the field of physics, 
geophysics, terrestrial magnetism, and 
electronics.”  H e gained early experi­
ence as a radio operator for the Byrd 
South Pole Expedition in 1928, then 
was associated with the Radio Division 
of the U. S. Bureau of Standards, and 
w ith the Carnegie Institute in 1939. 
He is now president o f Associated 
Universities, Inc., which operates 
Brookhaven N ational Laboratory for

Such managerial leadership manifes­
ted itself during Brother Stein’s service 
as a member of the Midland Div. oper­
ating board and in the day-to-day re­
lationships with the men in his section. 
He also demonstrated these qualities 
in his political activities as alderman 
and mayor of Midland. I t was during 
his four-year tenure as mayor that a 
number of civic improvements were 
undertaken, among them the commun­
ity swimming pool, the sewage and 
filtration plants and a street paving 
program.

Among other recreational activities 
which he has planned for the years to 
come will be occasional trips to Free­
port, Texas to see his son Jack who 
is an assistant general manager of 
Dow’s Texas division.

Case Alumnus

H o n o rs  T h e ta  T a u

the Atomic Energy Commission at 
Long Island, New York.

The Minnesota Alumnus
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J o h n  J a y  J a l  oslcy F ea tu red  in T lie  Petroleum  
Engineer

Brother John Jay Jakosky, Zeta ’20, 
president of International Geophysics, 
Inc., was the subject o f the "Petroleum 
Profile” article in the August, 1952 
issue of The Petroleum Engineer. The 
story called Jay, as he is known to his 
friends, "a crisp, alert, pleasant man­
nered chap who has advanced the tech­
niques and improved the tools of his 
profession in a very substantial way.” 

He graduated in mechanical engi­
neering from the University o f Kansas 
and in electrical engineering from the 
University o f Pittsburgh. A fter ac­

quiring a professional ME degree a t 
Kansas, he did postgraduate work at 
Carnegie Tech and the University of 
Arizona, receiving a Doctor o f Science 
degree from the latter in 1933.

The article described many of the 
activities and developments o f Inter­
national Geophysics, Inc., which Bro­
ther Jakosky organized in 1929. Under 
his direction the company has concen­
trated intensively on the development 
of small, fast, precise field units, such

analysis o f seismic reflections, a photo­
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graphic broad-band recording method 
tha t permits play-back through any 
desired combination of filtering and 
mixing, for use in the more difficult

The conclusion of the story listed 
many of Jakosky’s extra-curricular 
contributions to the petroleum indus­
try  as an author, popular speaker at

technological gatherings, past president 
of the Society of Exploration Geo­
physicists, and member of the Los 
Angeles Petroleum Club, "where at ex­
tended intervals he employs a game of 
dominoes to test his familiarity with 
the theory of probabilities and other 
abstruse mathematical systems.”

S h a ffe r  Adanages S h e ll  s S pecia l Products IDepartment
"Ask Tom Shaffer —  he’ll remem­

ber.”  T hat’s a familiar expression 
around the special products dept, in 
Shell Oil Co.’s head office in New 
York, where Tom Shaffer, Delta ’31. 
is responsible for a growing list of 
materials. The public has never heard 
of many of them: different types of 
solvents, thinners, waxes, plasticizers. 
But these little-known materials find 
their way into hundreds o f manufac­
tured items and industry is going to 
hear a lot more about Shell’s special 
products. Tom Shaffer is constantly 
searching for products useful to more 
industries; for products that will do 
more specialized jobs.

Brother Shaffer has a background 
of technical knowledge gained at Case 
Institute and sales experience in a 
Cleveland sporting goods company. 
His degree in engineering wasn’t of 
much use in his first job, but 1931 
was a depression year —  and anyway, 
he liked selling.

Later he applied at Shell and after 
six months as a trainee, he took over 
a territory as a general salesman. Six 
months more and he moved to Toledo 
as an industrial salesman —  a job 
where he could make better use of his 
engineering training. From 1941 
through 1951 he was div. lubricants 
manager in Cleveland and Los Angeles,

doing a top-flight job of increasing 
industrial sales volume. In 1951 he was 
made manager o f the special products 
dept, in New York.

W ith his first-hand knowledge of 
the problems Shell salesmen face every 
day. Brother Shaffer does everything 
he can to help the man in the field. A 
new quarterly, Special Products News 
Letter, is packed with helpful infor­
mation from the divisions.

When Tom Shaffer relaxes with his 
pipes, that in itself is quite an under-
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caking. Because he never smokes any 
one pipe more than once a day, his 
40 pipes are usually to be found on top 
of his desk, in drawers, and in his

He lives with his wife and 12-year- 
old daughter in the Beacon Hill section 
of Port Washington, Long Island. His

son, Scott, entered the N avy last year. 
The Shaffer’s seven-room colonial 
house has a fine view of Manhasset 
Bay; a big lawn. And does Tom enjoy 
working on tha t lawn for pleasant ou t­
door exercise? He does not; he detests

Case Alum nus

F . F . D  enny A d a d e  A danager o f  G e n e ra l E lectric 
Sales E is tr ic t

Frederick F. Denny, Chi ’30, has 
been appointed magager of the General 
Electric Lamp Division’s Midland Sales 
District, with headquarters a t Chicago, 
111. This district devotes its attention 
exclusively to the sales of automotive,

Electric in Schenectady as a student 
engineer. He was transferred to the 
engineering department a t Nela Park, 
Cleveland, Ohio in 1931, and three 
years later joined the sta ff  o f the 
Michigan Sales D istrict in Detroit, re­

miniature, photo, glow, and Christmas 
tree lamps. For the past three years 
Brother Denny has been attached to 
the sales staff o f G-E’s Motor City 
Sales D istrict in Detroit, Mich.

Immediately after his graduation 
from Arizona, Denny joined General

maining with that organization until 
the Motor C ity Sales D istrict was or­
ganized in 1949.

Brother Denny is married and has 
three children.
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Peter A 4 in Jen n a n , O u ts ta n d in g  Delegate, H e lp e d  
’S ig m a  V idn  S c k  rader S w a r d
4 by Edward P. Priebe, Sigma ’S3

Peter Minderman, Sigma ’54, was 
elected outstanding delegate to the 
19 th  biennial convention. Brother 
Minderman, who is Regent of Sigma 
Chapter, has done outstanding work 
for the fraternity a t Ohio State. H av­
ing been exposed to Theta Tau through 
his brother John, Sigma ’SI, Pete 
pledged as a freshmen and had the 
honor of being a pledge for one year, 
since Sigma does not initiate freshmen. 
He has been active in the chapter 
through the d ifficult adjustment 
period since W orld W ar II. O n campus. 
Brother Minderman is a member of 
Tau Beta Pi, scholarship honorary, and 
Texnikoi, activities honorary. He is 
past president of the student chapter 
o f the Ohio State Engineer, and is 
Engineer’s Council junior representa­
tive for the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers. Membership in 
Theta Tau is more the cause than a 
result of participation in campus af-

A t the same convention. Sigma 
Chapter was chosen to receive the Erich 
J. Schrader award for the best chapter 
during the preceeding biennium. The 
years 19S1-S2 were very active ones 
for the chapter, but one additional 
improvement was the purchase of the 
chapter house with house note money

accumulated during thirty  years of 
renting. In 1951, the old house on 
Sixteenth got too small, and a better 
house would have been rented had 
not sufficient money been available 
for buying. Instead of the "Tack-ham- 
mer and Gas-pliers”  attitude of being 
only a professional society and doing 
a poor job of that. Sigma has shown 
that a real "Hammer and Tongs” fra­
ternity is the best help toward the 
professional advance of its members. 
To Beta and Upsilon, the runners-up 
for the award, and to any other chapter 
moved w ith the spirit, Sigma offers a 
challenge to outdo us this time; among 
ourselves, we hope you do.

S -  R u s s e ll  A S  erz A S a d e  \ /ic e  President o f  C opper 
C o m p a n y

A. Russell Merz, Kappa ’22, has the University of Illinois, Brother Merz 
been appointed vice president o f Cerro joined the Anaconda Copper Mining 
de Pasco Corp. A fter graduating from Co. where he later became Superinten-
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dent of Roasting. Recently he has been sales and purchases a t its main office 
with the Cerro de Pasco Copper Co. in New York, 
in La Oroya, Peru. In his new position
he will assume charge of the company’s M ining Engineering

i\/o rm a n  S p ro w l R. eceives Promotion

Advancement of Norman E. Sprowl, 
Delta ’17, to colonel in the U.S. army 
has been announced by Maj. Gen. E. K. 
W right, commander of the Military 
D istrict of Washington, D. C. Brother 
Sprowl is chief of information on Gen­
eral W right’s staff.

The new colonel was chairman of 
public relations for the armed forces 
inaugural committee during the in­
augural of President Eisenhower. Last 
May he headed the public relations 
committee for all services in the annual 
Armed Forces Day celebration in 
Washington, D. C. He handles the 
press arrangements for most of the 
large military ceremonies in and around 
■the Capitol and in A rlington National 
Cemetery. Last year he was awarded 
the D istrict of Columbia Dept, of the

American Legion's citation of merit 
for outstanding service.

Before his present assignment, Bro­
ther Sprowl was chief o f operations for 
the European command public rela­
tions division. There he arranged all 
press conferences for Generals Lucius 
Clay and Clarence Huebner. He was 
also in charge of all press relations for 
the four large armed forces maneuvers 
in Europe, two of which were parti­
cipated in by N A TO  troops.

Following his graduation from the 
Case Institute o f Technology, Sprowl 
was city engineer at Warrensville Farm 
and w ith the Reliance Electric and 
Engineering Co., Cleveland. During 
W orld W ar I, he was a second lieu­
tenant of engineers and fought in 
France with the 34th Engineers in the 
Meuse-Argonne and defensive sector. 
Between W orld W ar I and II, Sprowl 
was an industrial engineer, business 
manager o f Universal Pictures, direc­
tor of his own stock company, manager 
of the California Mission Play, man­
ager of a California chain of theatres 
and a district advertising manager for 
Paramount Pictures.

Brother Sprowl entered W orld W ar 
■II as a captain and was assigned to the 
Armored School, Ft. Knox, Ky. He 
served as plans and training officer 
and spent almost three years training 
thousands of officers and enlisted men 
in armored maintenance, tactics and 
gunnery.

Case Alumnus
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M a rry  JJ . C h u rch ill T a k  es A ssignm ent in France
Case Institute of Technology has 

granted a one-year leave of absence 
to  Prof. H arry D. Churchill, Delta 
’15, to become chief o f structural 
design and testing, Richard Hawley 
C u tting  and Associates, Inc., archi­
tects and engineers, w ith offices in 
Cleveland and New York City. He 
flew to Paris in January to work on 
the firm ’s construction projects in

This is Brother Churchill’s first trip 
to France since W orld W ar I when he 
was a captain of Co. B, 112th Engi­
neers. When he returned from military 
service he became a general surveyor 
in Oregon, leaving there to join the 
Case Institute faculty in 1921. His 
service as a faculty  adviser and con­
sultant on extra-curricular activities 
has been outstanding. Regardless of 
how busy he may be, Brother C hur­
chill always has time to give counsel 
or advice to any undergraduate who 
approaches him for help.

He has two sons, Russ, Delta ’49, 
who is serving in the navy as indus­

trial manager, 9th Naval District, 
electronics dept.. Great Lakes, 111. and 
Dwight, Delta ’52, who is studying 
architecture at M. I. T.

The Freeport Sulphur Company re 
cently announced the election of Har

RE
■ O ffic ia l

Iuf C. Petersen, Alpha '33, as a vice 
president of the firm. A native of St. 
Paul, Brother Petersen received the 
Bachelor of Mining Engineering degree 
from the University of Minnesota and 
joined the company a year later. The 
Freeport Sulphur Company produces 
sulphur from mines in Texas and 
Louisiana.

Brother Petersen lives at 3 510 Sun­
set Blvd., Houston, Texas.

The Minnesota Alumnus

M a r lu f  Petercen N a m e d  Su lp h u r C o t
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U o la n  N a m e d  M e a d  o ! U ep a rlm en t a t Illinois

Prof. Thomas J. Dolan, Kappa '29, 
is the new head of the Department of 
Theoretical and Applied Mechanics at 
the University of Illinois, according 
to an announcement o f the Univer­
sity's Board of Trustees last December.

A native of Chicago, Brother Dolan 
joined the Illionis staff as soon as he 
had received his bachelor’s degree, and 
has held the title of research professor 
since 1945. He received the M.S. degree 
from Illinois in 1932. During World 
War II he was on leave to have charge 
of gun tube manufacturing and sub­
contracting a t the W atertown (Mass.) 
arsenal and was a member of the 
arsenal’s specifications board.

In the University he has done grad­
uate teaching and im portant research 
on railroad track and equipment, in 
fatigue of metals, photoelastic stresses, 
expansion joints for concrete pave­
ments, properties of low alloy steels, 
aluminum alloys for airplane pro­

pellers, bolted joints and machine 
frames, and other projects.

Dolan’s reputation in research on the 
fatigue of metals led to an invitation 
in 1951 from the Swedish national 
committee for mechanics to participate 
in a Stockholm conference on this 
subject. As a part of that trip  he s tu ­
died special research in 22 laboratories

Illinois A lum ni News

U o n a ld  H e n g  /V  ew  

A lu m n i  President
A t the annual meeting of the alumni 

association of the Institute of Tech­
nology at the University of Minnesota, 
Donald J. Heng, Alpha '3 5, was elected 
president. He succeds Brother W alter 
H . Wheeler, Alpha '06.

Brother Heng lives at 13416 County 
Road 7, Minneapolis.

The Minnesota Alum nus
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R o b e r t S . B la ckw o o d  I s  Prom oted

A t a meeting of the Board of Direc­
tors of Southworth Machine Co. of 
South Portland, Maine Robert S. "Bob” 
Blackwood, Rho ’38, was elected vice 
president o f the organization.

Brother Blackwood has been sales 
manager o f Southworth’s T ractor and 
Road Machinery Division for the past 
two years. H e joined Southworth in 
1945 after several years as maintenance 
engineer w ith  Duke Power Co. in 
Charlotte, N orth Carolina followed by 
service in W orld W ar II.

Active in civic affairs, Blackwood 
is a Mason, a Jaycee, reserve officer, 
and a member of St. Albans Episcopal 
Church. H e is married and has three 
children.

N orth  Carolina State A lum ni News

I  rue E lec ted  Xdce President o f  U n i te d  S tove Co.
Gar Wood Industries, Inc. recently Company, Follansbee, West Virginia, 

announced the election of Kenneth D. A graduate of the Colorado School of
;  president 

and general manager o f one of its sub­
sidiaries, the United Stove Company, 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. Brother True, 
who has been on special assignment 
since joining Gar Wood Industries, 
Inc. a year ago, was formerly plant 
manager o f the Sheet Metal Specialty

A professor of English had a very 
pretty secretary. One day his wife, 
entering Hts study unexpectedly, found 
the secretary sitting on his knee.

"Eustace,” she said, "I am surprised

Ordnance Corps during W orld War 
II and has had managerial positions 
with the National Tube Company, 
Lorain, Ohio, and Moore Enameling 
& Manufacturing Company, W. La­
fayette, Ohio.

Mines Magazine

The professor turned around. "N o, 
my dear,” he said, "W e are surprised; 
you are astonished.”

A comricted miurderer was scheduled
to die iri the electric chair. O n the
morning of the day of his execution.
he was asked; "Is there anything
special you would like for breakfast
this moriling?”

The condem ned replied: "Yes,
mushroorns. I’ve always been scared to
eat them for fear of being poisoned.”
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T O  ALL MEMBERS OF T H ETA  TAU

Donald Carter Bailey, Mu '52 —  roll 

members o f Theta Tau.

Take due notice thereof and govern yourselves accordingly.



T h e  G E A R  o f  T H E T A  T A U

O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  F R A T E R N I T Y

P. L. Mercer, Omitron '21 and J. W.  Howe, Omicron '24 

210 ENGINEERING HALL IOWA CITY, IOWA

Subscription $1.00 a Year Life Subscription $/5.00

VOLUME XLII SPRING, 1952 NUMBER 2

T H E  CO N V EN TIO N

The Nineteenth Convention is 
briefed in this issue of the Gear. The 
account is necessarily a greatly con­
densed version of all that transpired. 
Some fill-in can be secured from the 
official minutes, but the importance 
and value of the sessions cannot be 
measured merely by the legislation en­
acted, essential as tha t may be. Only 
by attendance can any one appreciate 
in full the other benefits, the great 
lift and inspiration that most of us 
receive from a meeting such as this 
one. For the older men it is always a 
great satisfaction to see the younger 
delegates assume and discharge im­
portant obligations. To the delegates 
it is revealing to meet their many 
brothers from other campuses and to 
work with the older alumni who a t­
tend as delegates, officers o r visitors.

The success o f this Convention, as 
w ith any other meeting, is largely due 
to the planning that preceeded it. 
Certainly high praise is due to all 
those who arranged the details of the 
convention and worked so diligently 
to  see that everything went o ff 
smoothly. To Don Curtis, retiring 
Grand Regent, we especially doff our 
bonnets for a splendid job of planning 
the agenda and many of the other

convention details. For the spade work 
in West Lafayette, orchids or their 
equivalent are hereby presented to Al 
Spaulding, Phi Chapter Adviser, 
Robert Noxen of Indianapolis, Nick 
Trbovich of Chicago and to the of­
ficers, actives and pledges of Phi Chap­
ter. They did a great job of collabor­
ation and we believe they found the 
results worth the efforts they ex­
pended. PLM

From this corner, tw o actions taken 
a t the N ineteenth Biennial Convention 
loom as having real significance to the 
Fraternity. The first was the authori­
zation of publication of a general di­
rectory. A lthough costs were a little 
uncertain, the Publications Com mit­
tee, and later the delegates, adopted a 
"damn the torpedoes” a ttitude and 
voted it  through. Later, Grand Marshal 
Daniels accepted the responsibility for 
directing the project and, for the first 
time since 1938, the fraternity  can 
look forward to a complete listing of 
its membership. This project will in­
volve a great deal of cooperation from 
all hands and the chapters are urged 
to brush up their alumni files and to 
locate as many as possible.

The other significant action was the 
decision to come abreast o f the times
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with an increase in dues tha t would 
permit continued operation at a satis­
factory level. In view of the greater 
number of cheaper dollars coming into 
people's hands, it  is not unreasonable 
to ask them to part with more of them 
to support their organizations. In fact, 
if dollar revenues are not increased, 
actual curtailm ent of activities must 
follow. Raising dues, like raising taxes, 
is not the best way to win friends. 
Furthermore, several delegates were ac­
tually instructed by their chapters to 
hold dues to the existing levels. Thus 
it  is greatly to the credit o f these men 
tha t they decided to keep the frater-

it meant returning to the unhappy task 
o f explaining matters to the home 
chapter. j W H

GO LD EN  ANNIVERSARY PLANS 

An im portant appointment made at 
the Convention was tha t o f the SOth 
Anniversary Committee. Past Grand

Because their motor seemed to be 
missing a little, tw o tourist girls — 
garbed in very brief shorts —  drove 
into a small town garage and stepped 
from the convertible.

Whereupon the old shop foreman 
gazed a t a young mechanic, who had 
stopped his work to gawk, and 
growled, "Come, come Orville! You’re 
a m otor expert, not a body man —

Two old mountaineers, sitting on 
a cabin porch, were examining an

"Good shot gun, that,'* said the 
owner, patting the rusty relic. " I t ’s 
killed possum, coon, wild turkey and 
squirrel. W hat’s more it  got me two

Regent H . H . Hopkins, Beta ’08, was 
made chairman with Thomas E. 
Leonard, Alpha ’54, Past Grand Re­
gent Russell Glass, Sigma ’24, and 
Grand T reasurer Paul Mercer, Omicron 
’21 as members. Several im portant de­
cisions were made before the commit-

The anniversary shall be held simul­
taneously with the Twentieth Biennial 
Convention in Minneapolis in 1954.

An October date near the 15 th is 
preferred in order that the Tw in City 
Alumni Association shall be more free 
to work on the meeting than it would 
in the Christmas holiday season.

The program shall include suitable 
recognition of the Founders, a souve- 
nier booklet, and simultaneous ban­
quets of alumni in various cities over

W ith such plans and with an able 
committee the Fraternity can look 
forward to a notable celebration of its 
first half-century on the engineering 
campuses of the country. JW H

We like the copy which appeared in 
an ad of the Lockheed Constellation—  
it went something like this: "Someone 
shipped a pair of rabbits to the East 
by Constellation. The crate arrived, 
containing only two rabbits. T hat’s

"I saw your wife today and she had 
a black patch over one eye. W hat 
happened?”

"Nothing. T hat’s her new hat.”

Teacher —  "Johnny, how do you 
spell ’Imbecile’?”

Johnny  —  "I-m-b-u-s-s-u-1.” 
Teacher —  The dictionary spells it

Johnny —  "Yeah. But you asked 
me how I spell it.”



Chapter Advisers
A lpha— Prof. Miles S. Kersten, C.E. Dept., University of Minnesota, Minne­

apolis, Minn.

Beta—Prof. L. F. Duggan, Michigan Tech., Houghton, Mich.

G amma— Prof. Geo. W. LeMaire1 Colo. School of Mines, Golden Colo.

Delta— Prof. L. J. Reardon, C. E. Dept., Case Inst, of Tech., Cleveland, Ohio.

Epsilon— Dr. Samuel P. Welles, 982 Santa Barbara Rd., Berkeley, Calif.

Zeta— Prof. T. F. McMahon, 6 Westwood D r., Lawrence, Kan.

T heta— Prof. W alter LaPierre, E. E. Dept., Columbia U., New York 27, N . Y.

Iota— Prof. J. B. Butler, C. E. Dept., Mo. School of Mines, Rolla, Mo.

Lambda— Prof. G. W. Carter, 1886 Lincoln St., Salt Lake C ity 5, Utah.

Mu— Prof. J. M. Faircloth, C. E. Dept., Univ. of Alabama, University, Ala.

Xl— Prof. G. A. Rohlich, 9 H ydr. Lab., Univ. o f W is., Madison, Wis.

O micron— Prof. Ned Ashton, C. E. Dept., University of Iowa, Iowa C ity, Iowa

P'— Ptof- Lawrence Quarles, E. E. Dept., Univ. o f Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.

Rho— Prof. T . C. Brown, M. E. Dept., No. Car. State College, Raleigh, N . C.

Sigma— Prof. Donald R. Rhodes, 4424 Sharon, Columbus 14, Ohio

T au— Prof. Gerald Walsh, Dept, o f Engr. D rafting, Bldg. # 5 , Syracuse Uni­
versity, Syracuse 10, N.Y.

U psilon—Mr. J. R. Bissett, C. E. Dept., Univ. of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark.

Ph i— Dr. A lbert Spalding, 633 Kossuth St., Lafayette, Ind.

Ch i— Mr. Philip D . Newlin, University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

Psi— Prof. Koehler Stout, Montana School of Mines, Butte, Montana

•Omega— Mr. Howard H . Wells, S. D. School of Mines, Rapid City, S. D.

G amma Beta— Dr. H . A. Miklofsky, School of Eng., George Washington U., 
Washington, D.C.

d elt^1ib Eta- Prof. M. G . Northrop, E. E. Dept., Univ. of Louisville, Louis- 

E psilon Beta— Prof. Harold G. Donnelly, Eng. Col., Wayne U., Detroit, Mich.



Jdetters from the Chapters
A l p U  U i t ia t , ,  F o u r  H o ,
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G m icro n  W iv e s  O rganize
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another forecast. "Cool, 
fresh breeze,”  quoth t 
soothsayer. And so it  was.

The third time the fasc 
questioned the prophet he 
response. "Dunno about 
he said. "Radio broke.”

shoplifting a t Boss to the voluptuous secretary:
: "Where else "Take the afternoon off. Miss Levett



A dditions to A lemloerskl



235
 

*6
*2

25
52

8 
5 

5 
3 

33
35

 
35 

=$
33

33
3=

5 
= 

=3 
58 

33
33

3 
33

TH E  GEAR OF T H E TA  TAU

LAMBDA

THETA

H
f

f
 

I



S 
SS 

I 
SsS

SS 
SSS

S 
SIS

SS
SS

 
SS 

I 
SIS

S 
S 

J 
SS 

SS
SS

S
T H E  GEAR O F T H E TA  TAU 61



Iffc
s 

s 
HH

 
= S 

= S 
=SS

S 
= S=

 
S 

= = 
= = 

= =

DELTA BETA



T o  /4/1 !Life Subscribers
Fill ou t the form below and send it to T h e  G ear. The magazine can be 

sent only to  those alumni or life subscribers whose addresses we have.

T h e  G ear cannot be forwarded on the original postage.

N am e ................. ................................................................

C h a p te r --------------------------------  C la ss_________________________

C hange M ailing Address FR O M

 ......  Street

Post Office

 -..................    State
T O :

Post Office

................................  State

Permanent address from which mail will always be forwarded to you:

 Post Office

KEEP US INFORMED OF YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS

Send to

TH E  GEAR O F T H ETA  TAU 

210 Engineering Bldg. Iowa City, Iowa



O r d e r V o u r  P in  N o w
To IVear During the Spring 

and Summer Months

sp r in g  m onths 01 
vacation  period.

o r  key w ill id e n tify  you 
;> —  on cam pus d u r in g  the 
iveling d u r in g  th e  sum m er

sshioned by the  skilled h ands of B a lfo u r cra fts-  
en, y o u r f ra te rn ity  p in  is a be au tifu l piece of 
w elry  and a f ittin g  symbol o f  y o u r f ra te rn ity

AU Orders for Insignia Must Be Placed T h ro u g h  Y our 
Central Office

Is YO U R Chnptcr Taking A dvantage o f these  R alfour

INVITATIONS TO MEMBERSHIP 
are  a  must. Secretaries are  invited to 
write fo r samples so tha t orders can 
be placed now fo r fall delivery.

PLACE CARDS for chapter functions 
should be kept on hand a t all times. 
Check and replenish your supply now. 
Check your supply and order now for 
fall delivery. Samples on request.

STATIONERY engraved with your 
insignia is available for both personal 
and chapter use.

CHRISTMAS CARDS are available 
a t substantial discounts if  purchased 
for summer production and fall de­
livery. W rite fo r samples.

SENIOR GIFTS are illustrated in The 
BALFOUR BLUE BOOK, a 64-page 
catalog of fra te rn ity  jewelry.

CRESTED RINGS identify fraternity  
men and women during the summer 
months and are  a lifetime investment. 
Crafted by BALFOUR, you can be 
sure your ring  is the finest obtainable.

Official Jewele?' to Theta Tau

■ • *'• B a l f o u r
A ttleboro, Massachusetts

In  Canada . . . Contact your nearest B IS K S ’ STORE.






