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N in e t e e n th  B iennial C o n v e n t io n

AU meetings are to be held in the Purdue Union. Delegates to the Con
vention will be housed a t the Union and alternates and visiting actives will be 
housed in the Phi chapter house Jn  so far as there is room.

PHI CHAPTER HOUSE

Trains leave Chicago at 7:15 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 1:00 p.m., 4:30 p.m., and 
9:20 p.m. on the Chicago-Indianapolis line of the Big Four. Members from the 
South will find six trains a day from Indianapolis.

Pre-convention examination of delegates and alternates begins on the 
evening of the 28th.

Convention banquet is on December 30. Alumni and actives in the vicinity 
of Lafayette are invited to attend.

D ecem ber 29, 3 0 , 31, 1952

P u rd u e  U n iv e rs ity

W e s t L afa y ette , Indiana



B e ta  R e v ie w s  I t s  H i s to r y  a t  M ic h ig a n  T e c k  R e u n io n
by H . H . Hopkins

A t the Michigan Tech Reunion, 
held Aug. 6-9, 1952 a t Houghton, 
Mich., there were present several of 
the men who had been members o f the 
Rhombehedron Club, the group which 
was taken into Theta T au as Beta 
Chapter —  an event which gave the 
fraternity  its start as a national fra
ternity. These were A. F. Bensen, J. W. 
Young, C. A. Kumke, J. A. Barr, and 
H . H . Hopkins. Letters were read from 
several others who were unable to 
a ttend. Needless to say, many a story 
about the early days was brought out 
by this large group of "old timers.” 

Most o f the stories sta rt with 
"Gabe” Bishop who entered Michigan 
Tech in the fall of 1903 and roomed 
in the Bank building downtown. A fter 
meeting several of the men, he spon
sored the first of a series of parties in

his room which led to the formation 
of the Club. The first affair probably 
included Bishop, Kumke, Young, Ben
son, Hasselbring, Robertson, Perrault, 
and two others. The name of Rhom- 
behedron was chosen because the three 
axes and six faces of it represented the 
nine men present.

Some of the men had fine voices 
and their meetings were a great success 
vocally. They later leased rooms over 
the D rug store, rented a piano and pool 
table and held parties on Saturday 
night that were the talk of the campus. 
Duplicate whist was popular in those 
days. Pool and card tournaments were 
also held which wound up with the 
usual rarebit and beer.

During the following summer, one 
of the members, McCormick, took 
over Martin’s boarding house near the



campus and invited the members to Ike Hanks, one of our founders,
move in. Club rooms were fitted up in spent the summer of 1904 in Hough-
the basement. A fter one year at that ton and became acquainted with Bob
location, the Club rented the Pryor Downing, who belonged to the Club.
House on Ruby Street. H anks told him about H ammer and

Tongs a t Minneapolis. Correspondence 
between the Club and that fraternity 
led to  an invitation to join them. 
During the spring vacation in 1906, 
Downing and Andrews went to  St. 
Paul, where they were initiated into 
H ammer and Tongs Fraternity. They 
returned to H oughton and initiated 
the balance of the members on March 
26, 1906. Kumke was elected first 
regent o f the new Beta Chapter.

As there was no national organi-

tained by Hanks of Alpha, and Earling 
o f Beta. Later, Klepetke acted for Beta 
and R. W . Brown was contact man 
for Gamma Chapter which was es
tablished in 1907. Shrader was chair
man of the inter-chapter committee 
and Walling was Treasurer. Arrange
ments were made to organize the three 
chapters on a national basis and Snyder 
and Rigby were elected delegates. The 
first convention was held in Minne-
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apolis on Feb. 23-25, 1911. From 
then on, it is the history of Hammer 
and Tongs and Theta Tau Fraternity.

It was interesting to hear this group 
of Rhomb founders recite the activi
ties o f early days. In  addition there 
were present several men who were 
active during the early period of H  
and T . Amoung them were Earling, 
first editor o f the Gear, and Wiggins, 
Beta delegate a t the second conven
tion held in H oughton in January 
1913.

T h isg  roup attended the meeting of 
Michigan Tech Reunion and also the 
Theta Tau dinner a t the Scott Hotel 
on Aug. 8, at which nearly 100 Theta 
Taus and their wives were present. I t 
was the largest turnout of any frater
n ity  on the campus. A t the dinner a 
picture of the Rhombehedron Group 
and one of the first group under Ham
mer and Tongs were presented to the 
Beta Regent by Brother Kumke. It 
was a party which will long be re
membered by all.

5 «  'ine k a r t  M a d e  R  esearch D ir e c to r

Richard W. Swinehart, Beta ’31, 
has been named research director of the 
Cellulose Products Department at Dow 
Chemical. Dick started his career with 
Dow in the main laboratory back in 
1931 shortly after graduating from 
Tech. In J93S, he was transferred to 
the Cellulose Department where he 
was engaged in phenol, lignin, and cel
lulose research until 1939 when he was 
made superintendent of Methocel.

Later, he became plant section super
intendent of Methocel Production. He 
holds six patents granted since joining

In 1948 Brother Swinehart was 
granted a professional degree in Chemi
cal Engineering by Michigan Tech. He 
lives with his family, which includes 
a daughter and two sons, a t 108 Vail 
Court, Midland, Mich.

Michigan Technic

F r a n k  L .  B i r d  P r o m o te d
Formerly assistant operating mana

ger, Frank L. Bird, Delta ’41, has been 
appointed factory manager of the 
Wyoming plant o f the DeSoto div., 
Chrysler Corp., Detroit.

Brother Bird joined the Chrysler 
Corp. in 1941 and graduated from the 
Chrysler Institute two years later with

neering. A t tha t time he was assigned 
to  the DeSoto engineering dept. He 
worked on special assignments from

May 1944 to July 1945 in charge of 
a dept, of engineering for the Union 
Carbide and Carbon Co., Oak Ridge, 
Tenn.

Upon his return to DeSoto in 1946, 
Bird was made assistant chief inspec
tor and from 1947 to 1949 filled 
various production and supervisory 
assignments. He became assistant to 
the operating manager in October 
1949.

Case Alumnus



The C l  'an J  Regent Says

For the coming Nineteenth Biennial 
Convention, Chapters should instruct 
the delegates to —  ( I )  bring back 
written notes on all points specifically 
meant for chapter attention by any 
Convention action (Committee report.

officer’s instructions, or such), (2) 
render full report on the Convention 
discussions, actions, and attitudes, (3) 
appraise practices and activities of 
other chapters, with particular empha
sis on those readily adaptable locally.

The Convention will be effective 
if it is productive of better under
standing and active inspiration to 
better fraternal and professional a tti
tudes on the parts of the chapters, 
and the delegates m ust be the means 
of transmitting the evidences of the 
great available benefits o f the brother
hood of Theta Tau from the Conven
tion to the active groups.

The chapters should be thinking 
now of the Fiftieth Anniversary Cele
bration which is to be held at the Twin 
Cities in the fall of 1954. Their ideas 
should be brought to the Convention 
by the delegates for this im portant 
occasion. Along this line it seems im
portant to compile as much as possible 
of the history of Theta Tau, and with 
this in mind a plea is made for material 
of all kinds —  programs, old publica
tions, write-ups of early official docu
ments, pictures, clippings, souvenirs of 
all kinds.

Holiday greetings and all good 
wishes for the Fraternity and its con
tinued progress.

Donald D. Curtis 
Grand Regent

e n g in e e r in g  E n r o llm e n t  C a i n  P r e d ic te d

According to reports of both the 
American Council on Educition and 
the U. S. Office of Education, 
slightly lower college and university 
enrollments are predicted for this year. 
The latter states that a decline of
75,000 to about 2,150,000 students

may be expected. However, despite this 
national trend for colleges and univer
sities as a whole, schools specializing 
in engineering and the physical sciences 
may show gains up to about 20% .

Interfratcrnity Research and 
Advisory Council



Prominent Theta Tau H onored A t

Large scale gold dredging operations, 
responsible for sustaining the economy 
of Fairbanks and interior Alaska for 
many years and today an im portant 
factor in the stable economy of the 
territory, were developed under the 
guidance of Roy B. Earling, Beta ’08. 
H e retired in June as vice president and 
general manager o f Alaskan operations 
for the United States Smelting, Re
fining and Mining company, after an 
association of more than 30 years.

Brother Earling was honored with 
a farewell dinner which was attended 
by close to 60 company employees and 
friends. Tributes to his outstanding 
success in the field of mining and as 
a friend of the Fairbanks community 
were paid by several speakers.

Earling, a graduate of the Michigan 
College of Mines, was with various 
copper mining companies in Montana 
and Arizona before beginning his long 
association with the United States 
Smelting, Refining and Mining Com
pany. From 1910 until 192 5 he was 
assistant construction engineer a t the 
company’s Boston, Mass. headquarters. 
This was followed by tw o years at 
Nome where he served as assistant 
manager of the Hammon Consolidated 
Gold Fields, a subsidiary of U.S.S.R. 
and M. Co. There he developed 
methods and equipment for large 
scale application of newly discovered 
"Cold W ater Thawing Methods” for 
thawing frozen placer gravels.

In 1927 Brother Earling was trans
ferred to Fairbanks where the com
pany’s power plant and the first of the 
dredges were under construction. 
Under his able guidance through the 
years that followed, the techniques 
essential to the success of large scale

gold dredging operations were carried 
out. The company is considered one of 
the most outstanding and the largest 
in the territory.

From 1927 until 1948, Earling was 
consulting engineer, manager, vice 
president and general manager of 
Fairbanks operations; in 1942 he be
came a director of the U.S.S.R. and M. 
Company. From 1948 until his re
tirement he was vice president and 
general manager of Alaskan operations.

During those years he developed ap
plication of the hydraulic stripping 
method to large scale muck removal 
and helped develop a mechanical point 
driving machine now- used at Fair
banks.

W ith their three daughters now 
away from home, the Earling have 
settled on Bainbridge Island near Seat
tle in a home they owned for many 
years.

Fairbanks News-Mincr
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i t s  a  L d o g s  L i f e  A l l is o n  Io N e w  P o s t

L u te  J .  P a rk in so n  N a m e d  A L in inQ  !d e p a r tm e n t  
H e a d

JF.ZEBEL EQUIPPED FOR ACTION 

Among the other attractions which 
visiting Theta Taus will enjoy while 
being the guests o f Phi chapter at Pur
due for the Nineteenth Biennial Con
vention is Jezebel, the Phi mascot. 
She is shown here as she assisted Bro
ther Eddie Beaudoin in his campaign 
for election as Golddigger King.

The Link

Assistant vice president of Blaw- 
Knox in charge of metallurgy and roll 
sales is the post to which F. H . Allison, 
Jr. N u ’23, has been appointed. Dr. 
Allison will be directly in charge of 
the two Blaw-Knox roll organizations 
—  Pittsburgh Rolls and Lewis Rolls. 
He will also have full responsibility 
for the metallurgy in the company’s 
foundries in Pittsburgh.

Brother Allison, after obtaining his 
doctorate in metallurgy from the Uni
versity of Sheffield, England in 1926, 
served one year in research w ith West- 
inghouse and then went to Crucible 
Steel Co., where he was assistant to the 
chief metallurgist. In 1934 he joined 
the United Engineering and Foundry 
Co. organization and for the past 
eight years has been their chief metal
lurgist. He is a member of many 
scientific and professional societies and 
lives at 1121 W interton Street, Pitts
burgh 6, Pa.

Carnegie Alumnus

Lute J. Parkinson, Gamma '23, has 
been named head of the Mining de
partment at Colorado School of Mines. 
He resigned as mining consultant to 
the Anglo-Chilean N itrate corpora
tion and to Lautaro N itrate Co., Ltd., 
o f Antofagasta, Chile, to accept the 
position a t Mints.

Brother Parkinson has had exten
sive experience in the mining industry 
in Europe, Africa and South America. 
His work as a mining engineer carried 
him into the jungles of equatorial 
A frica to search for diamonds, into 
the desert and up to elevations of

17,000 and 18,000 feet in working 
sulfur deposits.

Besides a long period of administra
tive positions, Parkinson has had con
siderable experience in mine examina
tion work and production operations. 
In 19S0 he was awarded the School of 
Mines' highest honor with presenta
tion of a distinguished achievement

He has a daughter who is an assis
tant editor for Reader’s Digest and a 
son who is a first lieutenant in a 
Korean artillery section.

Mines Magazine
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(John AfcPherson Is A fa n  o f  the Vear
Col. John B. McPherson, Chi ’40, 

who is presently base commander at 
Walker AFB, Roswell, N.M., was 
named Roswell’s "Man of the Year” 
for 1951.

The honor was bestowed in the form 
of the Distinguished Service Award, 
presented by the Roswell Junior Cham
ber o f Commerce, and officially pre
sented by the 1950 award winner.

The award is presented annually by 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce to 
the man under 3 5 years o f age who has 
performed the greatest service to the 
community in the past year. The award 
is based on leadership, service and 
achievement. Four civic leaders of Ros
well were also nominated for the award 
which Brother McPherson won.

In presenting Col. McPherson to the

dinner guests, the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce president said, "Col. 
McPherson has been interested both in 
the community affairs of Roswell and 
the community relations between the

Brother McPherson was president of 
the Arizona student body in 1939-40. 
He was also a member of Blue Key, 
Scabbard and Blade, and Kappa Sigma. 
Following his graduation he joined 
the armed forces, serving first with a 
cavalry division. He completed pilot 
training in 1943 and during World 
W ar II served w ith a B-29 bomb wing 
at Guam. Before going to Walker AFB, 
he was Director of Personnel, Head
quarters Eighth A ir Force.

The McPhersons have two children.
The Arizona Alumnus

Money does not always bring happi- is no happier than a man with nine 
ness; a man with ten million dollars million dollars.
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C i l f o r d  C lu a r le s  J D irects L a b o r a to r y

On September I Dr. Gilford G. 
Quarles, Pi '30, assumed his new 
duties as director of the Ordnance Re

search Laboratory a t the Pennsylvania 
State College.

A native of Charlottesville, Va., 
Brother Quarles received his bachelor 
o f science degree in electrical engi
neering and his master of science and 
doctor of philosophy degrees in physics, 
all at the University of Virginia. Prior 
to his appointment to the Penn State 
faculty, he taught physics a t Furman 
University, and was a research associ
ate w ith the H arvard Underwater 
Sound Laboratory.

Dr. Quarles is a member of Society 
o f the Sigma Xi, scientific honor so
ciety. He has been engaged in various 
research projects at Penn State and 
a t H arvard and he is a member of the 
Torpedo Advisory Committee for the 
U. S. Navy. He is the author of the 
book, "Elementary Photography,” 
published in 1940.

Public Information Release 
Tbe Pennsylvania Stale Collegs

J o s e p h  S .  S c h u c h e r l W i n s  / M c C m w  M e d a l

Joseph S. Schuchert, N u ’2 5, man
ager of commercial sales, Duquesne 
Light Co., has been awarded the James 
H . McGraw Medal for outstanding 
service to the electrical industry.

Curtis W. McGraw, president of the 
McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. of New 
York, presented the medal and a check 
for SlOO a t a dinner tendered Schu
chert on June 30 by members of the 
Electric League of Western Pennsyl
vania and friends in the industry from 
throughout the country.

Brother Schuchert received the 
medal for conceiving and introducing

the planned lighting program in the 
electrical industry. "H is pioneer efforts 
eventually resulted in the nationwide 
planned lighting program . . . recog
nized by utilities, contractors, dis
tributors and manufacturers as a 
highly successful concept and method 
for the promotion and development of 
commercial lighting . . . ”  the citation 
read.

The McGraw Award was estab
lished in 1925. The last recipient was 
Charles E. Wilson of General Electric 
Co.

Carnegie Alumnus
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B e ta  f ) o e s  I t  s ix a in
This fall for the fourth consecu

tive year Beta chapter of Theta Tau 
took first place in the Homecoming 
float parade a t Michigan Tech. This

picture of their float with the slogan 
"L et’s Stamp O ut N orthern” gives 
some idea of their ingenious efforts.

G e n e  P e rk in s  G le n d a le  G i t y  A  fa n a y e r
Moving up in the city manager pro

fession, C. E. "Gene” Perkins, Zeta ’27, 
now reports from Glendale, Calif. 
Gene went there from Columbia, Mo., 
and previously had been city manager 
o f W inston Salem, N .C. For many 
years Gene lived at Bartlesville, Okla., 
where he was manager o f the water 
works and also electric utility manager 
fo r the Public Service Co. For a short 
time he was a public health engineer at 
Oklahoma A. and M. and later worked

for a utility company breifly at Tulsa. 
During W orld W ar II Gene had a 
brilliant career in military government 
in Europe w ith the rank of major. I t 
was after a term as director of route 
development for TW A  Airlines that 
he turned to city management. His 
present wife is a French girl. They have 
a son, Alan Gail. Gene’s other children, 
Donna Jean and Bob, are pretty well 
grown up now.

Kansas Alumnus

J J o n a ld  B - B ee ch e r A la n a y e r  o f  E q u i ta h le  lJJas
In  February of this year Donald B. time Brother Beecher was general man-

Beecher, N u '2 5, was named vice pre- ager of Kentucky-West Virginia Gas
sident and general manager of Equit- Co., an Equitable Gas subsidiary,
able Gas Co., Pittsburgh. Prior to tha t Carnegie Alumnus
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C h a p te r  A d v is e r  H o n o r e d

trical engineering and Pi chapter ad
viser, has been named an honorary 
fellow in the Institute of Radio Engi
neers. Brother Quarles went to New 
York to receive the citation accom- I
panying his election to the society.

A bout 40 outstanding engineers I
were elected to honorary membership 
in the Institute of Radio Engineers 
this year. Brother Quarles’ election was 
based on "his contribution in the field 
of engineering education, particularly 
in the teaching of communication and

In  addition to his duties a t the U ni
versity of Virginia, Brother Quarles 
has also been serving the Atomic En
ergy Commission at Oak Ridge, Tenn.

Lawrence R. Quarles, Pi ’29, U ni
versity of Virginia professor of elec- Virginia A lum ni Magazine

H e , I N  a tn e  J  " A l  a n  o f  th e  A d o n thl e n r y  J a m s o n  i
Sun Trails' magazine picked H enry job includes maintaining electrical ser-

E. Samson, Zeta ’16, as its "Man of vice for a large area in southwestern
the Month” for January 19S2. A U n itedS ta te sandh isnum beri
Roswell N.M., electrical engin 
Henry Samson knew what he wanted 
when he was just a boy and has car
ried through until now he is division 
manager of the Pecos Valley division 
of the City Light and W ater Co. His

ideration is the customer. Brother 
Samson is in "W ho’s Who in Engin
eering” and his professional ability 
plus his civic awareness have made him 
tops in the electrical engineering field.

Kansas Alum nus

J o h n  N a t i o n  S te e l  C o m p a n y  O f f i c i a l
John F. N ation, N u ’22, has been 

named vice-president of J. M. Tull 
Metal and Supply Co., Inc. Atlantic, 
Ga. He has been manager of the monel 
and nickle alloy sales department of

the company since 1931, and is well 
known by the engineering and pur
chasing staffs of the major southern

Carnegie Alum nus
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I h r e e  A d e m h e rs  o f  T h e ta  T a u  H o i  ?■ore cI  h y  A l m a  
A I a t e r

Among six prominent alumni o f the 
Colorado School of Mines to be 
awarded Distinguished Achievement 
Medals a t the May, 1952 Commence
ment were three members of Gamma 
chapter of Theta Tau. The following

"R upert B. Lowe, Engineer of 
Mines, Class of 1922. New York, New 
York. Born in Weatherford, Texas, at 
the tu rn  of the century, he worked 
for United Comstock Mines Company 
and the Texas Bridge Company be
fore joining Bakelite in 1923. He is 
vice-president of three Bakelite 
branches —  Division of Union Car
bide and Carbon Corporation, Bakelite 
Company, Canada, Ltd., and Bake- 
Iite de Mexico. He is also director of 
Heller Brothers Company of New 
Jersey and Ohio.”

"John R. Evans, Engineer of Mines,

Class of 1923. Fort W orth, Texas. A 
U. S. Marine Corps veteran of World 
W ar I, he was a core drill superinten
dent and petroleum engineer for oil 
companies before joining Stanolind in 
1931. Presently a director of the Stan- 
olind Oil and Gas Co. and division 
manager o f the N orth Texas-New 
Mexico Division of Stanolind, he con
tributed much to the field of petro
leum exploration, development and re
covery."

"Arm or B. Martin, Engineer of 
Mines, Class of 1923, Butte, Montana. 
Well known for his ability and versa
tility, he is chief engineer of the Mon
tana Power Company, the organiza
tion he joined as gas engineer in 1931. 
He originated the design of natural 
gas systems which operate in cold 
climates and holds several patents on 
natural gas dew-point instruments."

F o u r  A I u  A l u m n i  A c t iv e

Four alumni of Mu chapter are in 
the engineering spotlight on the cam
pus of the University o f Alabama. 
Chapter adviser J. M. Faircloth, Mu 
’28, has been appointed acting dean of 
the College of Engineering, and Roy

in  A la b a m a  E ng ineering

Killingsworth, Mu ’46, has returned 
to  the campus as assistant dean. 
Brothers William D. Jordan, Mu ’41, 
and William K. Rey, Mu ’45 are doing 
research work on titanium.

H a m m  P ro d u c e s  O n e = A c t  O p e r a *

A n opera by Charles E. Hamm, Pi 
’47, rising young musican, was pre
sented last May by the Cincinnati Con
servatory o f  Music as one of a series 
o f three one-act operas. The compo
sition, an adaptation of the short

story, "The Monkey’s Paw,” by W.W. 
Jacobs, was completed this year and 
had never before been presented to the

Virginia A lum ni Magazine 
15Please do no t sue. N o pun intended.
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B i l l  i J o r s e y  N o w  E m p lo y m e n t  A  lanciyer

General Employment Manager of 
the Chesapeake and Potomac of Balti
more City, William R. Dorsey, Pi ’25, 
has been with the company since his

2 3  G o l d  S ta r s  to  A I a j o r

Marine Major Hartwell V. Scar
borough, Rho '37, reportedly the only 
man to receive so many military de
corations at one time —  was awarded 
23 gold stars in lieu of medals in re
cent ceremonies at Sandia Base, Albu
querque, N.M.

Brother Scarborough, a Marine avi
ator with service in the Pacific during 
World War Il and subsequent service 
in Korea, was awarded the decorations 
by Rear Admiral William V. Davis, 
Jr. deputy commander of the Armed 
Forces Special Weapons Project. Scar
borough received gold stars for six Dis-

graduation from the University of 
Virginia. The C  and P is a telephone 
company which, in spite of its name, 
serves most o f Maryland. The largest 
concentration of telephone users is, 
of course, in and around Baltimore, and 
it is there that the nucleus of the com
pany’s operations is located.

Starting in the plant Department, 
which builds and maintains the huge 
physical apparatus which is necessary 
for the transmission of a call, he has 
also served in the Traffic Department 
and as Chief Engineer of the Company. 
His present position involves the dir
ection of recruiting, interviewing, and 
selection of new employees for all de
partments in Baltimore C ity and the 
surrounding metropolitan areas.

Brother Dorsey lives at 900 W. 
Belvedere in Ruxton, Maryland, and 
has three children. It is said that he 
still swings as mean a tennis racquet 
as he did in his student days.

Virginia A lum ni Magazine

H a r t w e l l  S ca rb o ro u g h

tinguished Flying Crosses and for 17 
A ir Medals.

The awards were made for combat 
missions during the Solomon Islands 
invasions in W orld W ar II, and for 
flying supply and evacuation of the 
wounded in the forward battle areas in 
Korea. He entered the service the day 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor in 
1941.

Major Scarborough is the son of H. 
V. Scarborough of Raleigh, N. C. and 
since last February has been stationed 
a t the Sandia Air Base.

N .C . Stale College News
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7  heodore F o c k e  H le a d s  N a t i o n a l  P a d ia to r  C o rp .

Theodore B. Focke, Delta ’26, an 
executive at the Curtiss-W right Corp. 
in Columbus and Wood Ridge, N.J. 
since 1946, has been elected president 
and a director of the National Radia
tor Corp., Johnstown Pa.

Focke is a native Clevelander and a 
son of the late Theodore M. Focke, '92, 
who was dean of the Case faculty and 
professor of mathematics a t the 
College for many years. He is a brother 
o f Alferd B. Focke, Delta ’28, chief 
physicist, Naval Electronics Labora
tory, San Diego, Calif. His sister. Miss 
Helen Focke, is a former Case head 
librarian and now associate professor 
o f library science at Reserve.

A fter graduation, Focke studied at 
the University o f Nancy, France and 
received a doctor of science degree in 
1928. Returning to Cleveland, he be
came engineer in charge of the warm 
air furnace division of the Perfection 
Stove Co. in 1929. From 1942 to 1946, 
Focke was head of production plan
ning, Navy bureau of aeronautics, 
Washington, D. C., later head of the 
postwar planning section and finally 
special assistant to the chief of the

bureau. He held the rank of captain 
when he went to inactive duty status.

From 1946 to 1949 Brother Focke 
was factory manager and subsequently 
general manager o f the Curtiss- 
W right Corp., airplane div., Columbus. 
In 1949 he became vice president and 
general manager of the firm's Wright 
aeronautical division, Wood-Ridge, 
New Jersey.

Case Alumnus

A l l  C a r  O  w ners  IncIeIotecl to  P a u l  S w a n s o n

Paul F. Swanson, Zeta '27, has been 
named manager o f the process engin
eering department of the M. W. Kcl- 
Iog Co., international refinery and 
chemical engineering organization. 
Brother Swanson has stepped right 
along w ith modern advances in petro
leum processing and was prominent in 
the development of the first contin
uous catalytic cracking process utili

zing the fluid catalyst principle. All 
car owners are indebted to Paul Swan
son and Kellog for their new refining 
methods which economically convert 
low octane gasoline into high quality 
gasoline blended stocks. Swanson will 
make his headquarters in Kellog's New 
York Office, 225 Broadway.

Kansas Alumnus



T H E  GEAR OF T H ETA  TAU

F r a n k  J o s e e  P resident o f  A r i z o n a  A l u m n i  C h a p te r

Frank Losec, Chi '34, has been 
named president o f the General Alum
ni Association of the University of 
Arizona. Phoenix businessman and

former vice president of the associa
tion, he is also a past president of the 
Salt River Valley Alumni Association.

The Arizona Alumnus

JA on J a n g  I V  in s  
J I n d e r g r a d u a te  A w a r d

Among the engineering undergrad
uates to receive the James F. Lincoln 
Arc Welding Foundation awards was 
Donald I. Lang, Xi 'S3. Brother Lang’s 
paper "The Design of a Structural 
Welded Connection” was awarded 
sixth place prize o f $56.50. Don is a 
civil engineering student a t the U ni
versity of Wisconsin and his home 
address is 1420 Park Avenue, Racine, 
Wis.

W il l ia m  F  roehlich  JA irects P it tsb u rg h  P a rk in g

Former chief engineer of the Re
gional Planning Association for the 
City of Pittsburgh, William R. B. 
Froelich, N u '41, has been chosen to 
be executive director of the Public 
Parking A uthority for the city. He is 
a member of the Point Co-ordinating 
Committee and the Emergency Com

mittee on Traffic Flow.
In his new position, Brother Froelich 

will have charge of the new public 
garage being built by the Parking 
A uthority to relieve traffic  and park
ing conditions in the "Golden T ri
angle" of Pittsburgh.

Carnegie Alumnus

A l f r e d  AJepson P rep a re s  D ig es ts
Although Alfred B. Jepson1 Delta 

'38, is confined to a wheelchair as a 
result of polio, he still keeps busy.

Brother Jepson's work consists of 
reading reports and technical articles 
for the Boeing A ircraft Co., Seattle. 
A fter this he prepares digests of the

material which is then circulated in 
the technical departments o f the com
pany. Several classmates and alumni 
have visited him and others correspond 
regularly. Jepson’s address is Route I, 
Box 29, Bellevue, Wash.

Case Alumnus
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M a r r y  JA- K o lb  P r o m o te d
Formerly assistant manager o f the 

Training Division of Esso Standard 
Oil Co. in New York, H arry D. Kolb, 
N u '32, has been named head of the 
Information Division of the Employee 
Relations Department. Brother Kolb 
will aid in the development o f media 
and materials for internal distribution, 
and programs for employee meetings 
and forums. His division will also con

duct research in the field of employee 
communication and assist offices in 
developing communication programs. 
Except for service in World W ar II 
as a Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. 
Air Force training and management, 
he has been with Esso Standard since 
1934.

Carnegie Alumnus

J o h n  O  C o n n e r  J o i n s  S in c la ir  A s  A s s i s ta n t  C k i e l
John M. O'Connor, N u '26, is now 

w ith Sinclair Refining Co., New York 
C ity, as assistant chief engineer. Ter
minals. He served 39 months in the 
Corps of Engineers, building B-29 
bases in India as well as performing 
other engineering functions of a mili
tary nature and was discharged in 
November 194 5 with the rank of a 
Major. Brother O ’Connor returned to

Peoples Gas, Light and Coke Co., Chi
cago, and filled positions as assistant 
superintendent distribution, superin
tendent of gas production and assis
tan t construction engineer. H e joined 
Sinclair in January 1952.

John and Mrs. O’Connor live in 
G arth Woods Apartments, Ardsley 
Bldg., Scarsdale, N.Y.

Carnegie Alumnus

Yes, life begins a t forty. Also arth
ritis, stomach ulcers, bifocals, belly
ache, gall bladder, colic, hay fever, 
toothache, and an inclination to talk 
continuously about the good old days.

The prairie tourist, marveling at 
New England’s scenery, finally asked 
a New Hampshire farmer where all 
the rocks came from.

The native replied, "The great gla
cier brought them here.”

"W ell,” demanded the stranger, 
"where’s the glacier now?”

" I t  went back for more rocks,”  the 
farmer drawled.

A little girl o f five was entertaining 
while her mother was getting ready. 
One of the ladies remarked to the other

w ith a significant look: "N ot very 
p-r-e-t-t-y ,” spelling the last word.

"N o,” said the child quickly, "but 
awfully s-m -a-r-t.”

A t the stroke of twelve the irate 
father stomped to the head of the 
stairs and shouted, "Young man, 
haven’t you a self starter?”

"D on’t need one,” answered the 
young suitor, "as long as there’s a 
crank in the house.”

Mother: " I  don’t think the man
upstairs likes Johnnie to play on his

Father: "W hy?”
Mother: "Well, this afternoon he 

gave Johnnie a knife and asked him 
if he knew what was inside the drum.”
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the latest news on. two alumni, one of which tion. Last Thanksgiving I saw Ed Wisser in

U i 'S m , Q.M. C  S r „  SL K S x  IpS u X , '  S
was married to Jean McClure, ex '51. on glad to hear from you again. With best per-
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Tau and it made me very proud to have my R<"°. Nevada

X e T “  S c '£  X T r w a T - h^  ^  p - ^ ^ X . t e r  of June ldth. ,
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S T i  J f  ^ k T U T a d  T f e T  r : ° ;  S t f E
a saw mill -  quite a departure from mining. Theta Tau has ceased and I'd like to stay 

There are in Honduras isolated growths of active if at all possible. I've enjoyed every 
excellent Long Leaf Yellow Pine, which, if minute of my work, especially the National
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N A TIONAL DUES

One of the im portant matters de
manding serious consideration and pro
bable legislative action at the Conven
tion this year will be a proposal to in
crease the National Fees and Dues. The 
ever upward spiral of prices has al
ready forced us to serious financial 
compromises which should be correc
ted in the immediate future. The 
economies which have been practiced 
and which will continue to be prac
ticed have accomplished about all that 
can be expected. The increasing force 
of inflation can only be met, it appears, 
by increasing our income.

T hat we are far from being alone in 
this predicament is obvious as is evi
denced in the following excerpt from 
the September 12, 1952 issue of the 
Interfraternity Research and Advisory 
Council:

"Reports o f conventions of various 
fraternities, held this past summer, al
most uniformly indicate that delegates 
have approved increases in initiation 
fees and other charges in order to pro
vide for the mounting costs o f main
taining services to chapters and mem-

"Two surveys of initiation fees, dues 
and other charges, conducted through

the College Fraternity Secretaries As
sociation, have provided helpful, com
parative data for grand officers, dele
gates, and others concerned w ith the 
problem. From these, it appears that 
the average undergraduate has been 
paying only about $1.50 per month 
for his affiliation with a national o r 
international society, and this fre
quently has fulfilled his obligations 
for life membership. In a few organi
zations, the per member cost during 
four undergraduate years now exceeds 
$100; in these, delegates have usually 
mandated frequent conventions and 
regional conclaves, w ith delegate ex
penses paid, and other exceptional or 
unusual budgetary requirements.”

PLM

LAFAYETTE, H ERE WE COME 

Accepting the cordial invitation of 
Phi Chapter, Theta Tau will hoid its 
N ineteenth Biennial Convention on the 
campus of Purdue University at La
fayette, Indiana on December 28, 29, 
30, and 31, 1952. Phi is making great 
plans for this conclave and we are 
assured that they expect to  make it 
a pleasant and memorable occasion for 
all who attend.

In sounding the call to the conven-
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d\ nsers
A lpha—Prof. Miles S. Kersten, C.E. Dept., University of Minnesota, Minne

apolis, Minn.
Beta—Prof. L. F. Duggan, Michigan Tech., Houghton, Mich.

G amma— D r. L. W . LeRoy, Colo. School o f Mines, Golden, Colo.

D E tT A -P rof. L. J. Reardon, C. E. Dept., Case Inst, of Tech., Cleveland, Ohio.

E psilon—P rof. E. W . Wisser, Univ. of California, Berkeley, Calif.

Z eta— Prof. T . F. McMahon, IOA Sunnyside, Lawrence, Kan.

T heta— Prof. W alter LaPierre1 E. E. Dept., Columbia U., New York 27, N . Y.

Iota— Prof. J. B. Butler, C. E. Dept., Mo. School o f Mines, Rolla, Mo.

Lambda— Prof. G. W. Carter, 1886 Lincoln St., Salt Lake C ity J, Utah.

M u—Prof. J. M. Faircloth, C. E. Dept., U niv. of Alabama, University, Ala.

X i - Prof. G. A. Rohlich, 9 H ydr. Lab., Univ. o f Wis., Madison, Wis.

O m ic ron  Prof. Ned Ashton, C. E. Dept., University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa

Pi— Prof. Lawrence Quarles, E. E. Dept., Univ. o f Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.

Rho— Prof. T . C. Brown, M. E. Dept., No. Car. State College, Raleigh, N . C.

lSlCMA— Prof. Donald R. Rhodes, 4424 Sharon, Columbus 14, Ohio

T au— Mr. Manual Chansovsky, M. E. Dept., Syracuse U., Syracuse 4, N. Y.

U psilon— Mr. J. R. Bissett, C. E. Dept., Univ. o f Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark.

Ph i—D t- A lbert Spalding, 633 Kossuth St., Lafayette, Ind.

C hi—Mr. Philip D. Newlin, University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

Ps1— Prof. Koehler Stout, Montana School o f Mines, Butte, Montana

O mega— Prof. J. O. Kammerman., S. D. School of Mines, Rapid City, S. D.

G amma Beta— D r. H . A. Miklofsky, School of Eng., George Washington U. 
Washington, D.C.

D elta Beta— P rof. M. G. Northrop, E. E. Dept., Univ. o f Louisville, Louis
ville, Ky.

Epsilon Beta— P rof. Harold G. Donnelly, Eng. CoI., Wayne U., Detroit, Mich.
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DELTA BETA
Crim. Thonm Ii. Jr.. '39, now lives a. 607 So. /»/.-, Allan. '12. Virgil Metzlcr, 'S2. Harry

Inchon. Woman, and_ Formosa. April Sajannah^Rivcrproject, and lives at J948

Cr^ffel'raTea,piL-^Lou0h v i r  Ky.' i^Uuisville.'Ky"''
Whilrhouir.^Krnnrlh R.. '11. Ensign USN^j Lieber. Andrew,  ̂ '52, j  in Albuquerque, New

Brawn, Elmer, '52. and Harry Bryan. '52. are P fr fZ T p h t 'U, is working for Ward Re- 
JniiB a^sv ine. Ok.ahoma, employed by ^frigera tJgC j in EouisviHc, Kentucky. ^

Berry, BH/. 'S2. is now In the Armed Fore.a Naval Electronics School at Treasure Island,

B r ^ t K i ,  with Louisvi„e Eumbcr V ^ „ .  '52. is with Chemstrand Corp. 
Co., in Louisville, Ky. in Decatur, Alabama.

EPSILON BETA
"  m 'X  Research ^  £  X y X  S K

W M & M
engineer for Harley, Ellington St Day Inc’! tr'oit 24,'Mich. '

To A l l  L ife  Subscribers
Fill out the form below Snd send it to T he  Gear. The magazine can be 

T h e  Gear cannot be forwarded on the original postage.
N am e___________ __________________________________________ ____
Chapter Class .
Mailing Address ____    Street

  Post Office
 ..............................  State

Permanent address from which mail will always be forwarded to you:

------------------------— -------------I------------------------------- Post Office

KEFP US INFORMED OF YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS 
Send to

TH E  GEAR OF T H E TA  TAU ,
210 Engineering Bldg. Iowa City, Iowa





ORDER YOUR FRATERNITY PIN  NOW

from  BALFOUR
Your Official Jeweler

Y our p in  w ill be even more beau tifu l 
crow n set w ith  precious pearls  o r  the 
jew els of y o u r choice. B a lfo u r —  your  
offic ia l jew e ler  —  guaran tees  f ines t 
q u a lity  and  com plete sa tisfac tion ..

Mail Coupon for Your FREE COPY

1953 IB mi I tII IC 111 I  I  HOOK
4Olh Anniversary Edition

WEDDING GIFTS in t

AVOKS — jewel boxe

BABY GIFTS in silv 

MING CHINA demi

U a l f o u r Company
Factories a t A ttleboro, Massachusetts

In Canada . . . Contact your nearest BISKS’ STOBE.

IOn REPRESENTATIVES

50 STORES frou


