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TheR ussell O . ylass Convention

Seventeenth Biennial Convention HelJln Chica30 in December

Theta Tau delegates and officers

arrived in Chicago on the 28th -of

December where they were greeted by
a chill winter rain which had grounded
all planes and delayed highway traffic
The gloomy environment was soon
dispelled, however, as they found their
rooms at the Hotel Knickerbocker,
Convention Headquarters, and gath-
ered at the preconvention smoker to

flF B S

Top row: Schrader,

many of which were on ice as they
neared Chicago. Friendships developed
rapidly and the delegates, after satis-
fying Grand Marshal Curtis of the
Credentials Committee of their right
to represent their chapters, sallied
forth into the rainy night to see what
went on in the great city. It was
apparent that they did not come to
Chicago to sleep.

Nusser, Ames. Carter

Bottom row: Russell, Curtis, Glass, Hopkins

meet the members of the Executive
Council. There the familiar names of
Schrader, Nusser, Vawter, Curtis,
Glass, Ames, and Carter turned out
to be real men who could quickly make
the delegates feel at home. Conver-
sations revealed that Rho and Omega
had both sent delegations by auto-
mobile, the Rho men driving 900
miles and the Omega men 600 miles.

Relatively early the next morning,
delegate Blanchard of Gamma Beta
appeared with a large illuminated rep-
lica of the Theta Tau pin and together
with Grand Vice Regent ("Deacon”)
Ames, who must be a descendent of
Tarzan, succeeded in  suspending it
on the wall above and behind the
Council table. Delegate Mickelson of
Xi acting as host, called the Con-
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vention to order and turned the meet-
ing over to the Grand Officers in
regular form. The official roster was
as follows:
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Rilph W, Nusser, Zeti *28. Grind Regent
Normin B Ames, Gimmi Beti '17, Grind
Vice Regent
E ). Schrader. Alpha 'Ot. Grind Scribe
Jamison Vawter, Zeti °16, Grand Treasurer
Curtis, (Hon) Omicron '19,
Grand Mirshil
George J¥. Carter, Lambda ')J, Grand Outer
Guird
DELEGATE AT LARGE

Russell G. Glass, Sigmi '24. Past Grand

PAST GRAND REGENTS
H. H. Hopkins, Beta ‘08
Richird J. Russell, Epsilon '19
THE GEAR OF THETA TAU
1. W. Howe, Omicron 24, Editor of The

CHAPTER DEL.EleTES

Alpha
Beti Nelii 1. Bunin
CriresRFith, 49
Deitax Thomas
Epiilun. Oicg D, Sherbyl '47
Zeti CurisFO neer. 49
Then Jahn L Keam Jr. 49
ALTERNATES
Albr

CHAPTER ADVISERS

Lamba: George W. Carter, Lambda '33

Rho:
Gamma Beta:

Norman B. Ames, Gamna
Beta '17

The Grand Regent read the first of
a series of reports from the national
officers and the Gear editors. Brother
Nusser pointed out that when he took
office two years before, the fraternity
was enjoying the influx of GI’s and
chapters were large. Omicron chapter
had failed to recover, however, and a
group at Wisconsin wished to reinstate
Xi chapter. It was his pleasure to
participate in the restoration of both
chapters. He reported that about two-
thirds of the chapters had been visited
by national officers during the bien-
nium and that regional meetings had
been held in Regions I (East) and S
‘g Jbe Grand Regent had asked
Var TSR o notify their alumni
concerning their right to receive the

#any had conveyed his mes-
sage through the medium of news-
letters. He closed with a plea for
serious consideration of the business
of the fraternity and for wisdom in
Convention legislation.

The report of Grand Vice Regent
Ames was brief. His major interests
during the biennium were the work
of the Erich J. Schrader Award Com-
mittee and the Regional meeting of six
castern chapters in May, 1948.

At this point the Memorial Service
ritual for brothers whose death was
reported during the biennium  was
given. The names of five honorary and
fifty-eight regular members were or-
dered recorded in the official minutes
of the Convention

Grand Scribe Erich Schrader
ported a large increase in membership
during the biennium, the total having
increased from 9,999 to 11,066 in the
period. His reporting of 2168 letters

re-

C. Brown.
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written on fraternity business indicates
the devotion with which he serves the
fraternity after 42 years as a national
officer. It was his hope that he would
live to see every chapter represented
in an issue of the Gear. He mentioned
visits to five chapters, all of which
he found in excellent condition. As
founder of the Fraternity, he spoke
out strongly against large chapters
and recommended chapter sizes of 40
or less, saying, "The whole purpose of
fraternities  like which  was
founded with the idea of establishing
a small, intimate of engi-

ours

agree. He noted the desirability of ex-
pansion into several schools in which
Theta Tau could make a contribution
to the professional life of the campus
and closed with a plea for solidarity
against the "worming in of forces of
confusion and disorder that must be
combatted if our way of life is to
persist and progress.”

Grand Inner Guard Hinckley was
prevented at the last minute from
attending the Convention but his re-
port described his work on the com-
mittee on Professional and Leadership

and in the

neering students is destroyed when the
group gets so large that the men hardly
know each other.”

Grand Treasurer Vawter read his
usual careful breakdown of fraternity
finances and a comparison of biennium
receipts and expenditures with the
budget for the period. Receipts ran
about 10% higher than the budget
estimate and cxpenditures about S%
higher thus leaving a surplus of ap-
proximately 5%. The Gear endowment
fund had reached a comfortable
$35,000.

Grand Marshal Curtis opened with
the paradoxical statement that al-
though the membership gain in  the
biennium was the greatest in history,
the work of his office was less exact-
ing than usual. The cooperation of the
chapters and the services of printing
and engrossing firms had been excel-
lent, all of which lightened the work
of his office. He cnumerated several
points in rogard to the execution of
pledge forms which would simplify
the work of the Grand Marshal and
minimize errors. He urged particular
attention to initiation numbers since
the numbers on the badge, the roll
book, and the pledge form have to

of the Regional Conference in May
1948.

Grand Outer Guard Carter men-
tioned three chapter visits and the
Regional meeting at Salt Lake City in
May 1948 as services during the bi-
ennium. His principal interest, how-
ever, was the Professional and Leader-
ship Development program which, as
the Chairman of the National Com-
mittee, he promoted. The work of
Lambda chapter in this respect was
outstanding and very encouraging to
Brother Carter.

The Gear Editors reported the
largest circulation in history, the mag-
azine being mailed to more than 40%
of the eligible life subscribers. Gear
expenditures had increased also but the
cost per copy had risen but 30% since
pre-war days. Attention was drawn
to the healthy condition of the Gear
Endowment fund which was nearly
triple the amount which had been an-
ticipated when the life subscription
plan had been inaugurated in 1929.

The chapters reported, in turn,
their reports indicating good profes-
sional and fraternal relations through-
out the fraternity. Many local varia-
tions were of interest. Successful
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financial schemes such as  Alpha’s
issuing of $25 bonds to finance a
house renovation and Delta’s inclusion
of all dues in the initiation fee were
reported. A nice sense of humor ran
through many of the reports: witness
Sherby’s (Epsilon) comment that he
had not received a notice but had
"brought along some data in case I
had to make a speech”, or Heath’s
(lota) innocent confession that at the
chapter picnic "refreshments were
served and numerous songs were sung”,
and Shank’s earnest statement that
"politics is important at Pi”. The
Lambda plan of a biweekly session
for the pledges on the pledge manual
scemed an excellent idea. Delta Beta's
“wives club” indicated a prevalent

Of the Alumni Association reports
that of the Intermountain Association
was outstanding. The members of this
association pay annual dues of $2 and
number 300, outnumbering all other
professional societies in Utah.

The meetings were held in the tower
room of the hotel and these reports
were given in competition with a bed-
lam of rattling windows, flapping
shutters, and howling wind as "The
Windy City” lived up to its name
As the delegates went out for air they
found ropes stretched to aid pedestrians
and sleet and snow "falling” in hori-
zontal streaks.

The evening of the first day found
cighteen committees hard at work
digesting a two years accumulation
of material and discussing recommend-
ations with the national officers. By
midnight or one o'clock most of the
committee work was completed and
the delegates were free to resume their
inspection  of  those

Thursday was given over to Com-
mittee reports. The Ritual Committee
recommended no changes and the
Scholarship Committee suggested pub-
licity in the Gear before offering a
scholarship. The Insigna Committee
found itself satisfied with the present
symbols but raised the question of
placing the initiation date on the
shingle. After discussion this idea was
dropped.

The Committee on Regional Meet-
ings was concerned with an equitable
division of funds among the several
regions in view of the great distances
between chapters in the west. Rather
than devise a formula, the distri-
bution of funds was left to the Execu-
tive Council

The Publications Committee secured
several legislative committments, such
as the sending of the Gear to all alumni
of known address during the biennium,
the revision and reprinting of the
pledge manual and the printing of a
Chapter Officer’s Manual. It was also
proposed that all chapters initiate a
pledge project of finding alumni
addresses during the biennium and that
the budget allocation for a directory be
materially increased so that a new di-
rectory could be printed at the cnd of
the two-year period. It was during this
discussion that Brother Schrader told
of the request received from a chapter
for the address of a deceased alumnus,
adding, "I couldn't tell them. of

One important constitutional change
involved an increase of Sl in the
initiation fec and $2 per semester in
the annual dues, both changes to go
into effect in the Fall of 1949.

The Extension Committee discussed
local i four i

which were still open for business.

at
and presented one petition for con-
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sideration. The petition was rejected
after all delegates had an opportunity

The Grand Regent interrupted the
meeting at this point to introduce
Past Grand Regent Dick Russell—"a
Grand Regent par excellence.”

The Constitution Committee pre-
cipitated a vigorous discussion on
membership  requirements. 1t was
brought out strongly that Theta Tau
has no minimum scholastic require-
ment; it is not an honorary fraternity.
So much emphasis was placed on this
point that "Deacon™ Ames was moved
to remark that "many Theta Taus are
among the long-haired boys. They

ter had won the contest for the bien-
nium. Inasmuch as the contest scores
are largely automatic if a chapter has
achieved certain goals, the delegates
did not question Mu’s superiority al-
though they of course could not resist
the opportunity to give the popular,
"not a Dixie-crat” brother a little

The second day’s session closed with
a three-way exposition of the aims of
the Professional Leadership and De-
velopment Committee by Grand Out-
er Guard Carter, Olson of Lambda, and
Brother Brown, adviser from Rho
chapter.  Specific recommendations,
tailored for adoption by individual

Sheridan, Istrman. Hanson. Collins, Shankl, Temple

don't have to be dumb.” A full dis-
cussion of all membership qualifica-
tions followed after which the Con-
vention overwhelmingly voted to re-
tain the membership qualification laws
adopted 44 years ago.

Brother Verner of Mu as Chairman
of the Chapter Award Committee had
the pleasant but somewhat embarrass-
ing task of announcing that his chap-

nchard. Olson. Bunting. Heath, Witte
chapters were made. This important
aspect of fraternity service is to be
presented in the Gear by the commit-
tee chairman, George Carter.

The Convention Banquet occupied
the first part of the evening. Donald
Gillmore, Omega 36, acting as Toast-
master called on Daniel O Keefe,
Alpha 38, President of the Chicago
Alumni Association, for words of wel-
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come and then introduced Grand
Regent Nusser and Grand Seribe
Schrader who made short but effective
talks. He then called upon Grand Vice
Regent Ames, Grand Treasurer Vaw-
ter, Grand Marshal Curtis, Past Grand
Regent Dick Russell, Grand Outer
Guard Carter, Past Grand Regent
Hopkins, and Gear Editor Howe, most
of whom responded briefly in the
lighter vein. Delegates were also intro-
duced and the award of "Outstanding
Delegate” was made by "Deacon”
Ames to the Gamma Beta delegate,

Top row: Fl Bowers, Williams
Botom rowe Kidd. Tamer Gentry
Don Blanchard. Among the many
alumni present was Brother John Bush,
Alpha "10, who was wearing one of
the original skull and crossbones pins.
The evening’s program concluded
with the formal initiation of Mark A
Wallesz of Xi chapter by a team of
delegates. Blanchard of Gamma Beta
and Hunt of Rho took the Regent's
part and Olsen of Lambda, Marcellus
of Tau, Gnesin of Tau, Keamns of
Theta, Sherby of Epsilon and Kidd of
Omicron the parts of other officers
Mickelson, Xi: Slaton, Delta Beta: and

Flannagan, Rho: took
and 3. The work was well done and
many of the alumni who had not
witnessed the ceremony for many years
were pleased to have the opportunity.

stations I, 2,

The last morning saw all uncom-
pleted business wound up. A request
for $250 for the work of the Pro-
fessional Development and Leadership
Committee was granted. The "Man of
the Year" Committee suggested the
abandonment of the contest and the
suggestion was followed. The Con-
vention Committee read invitations
from Cleveland, Kansas City, and
Lafayette, home of Phi Chapter, for
the 1950 Convention. Kansas City
seemed to have the most support and
the Christmas recess was voted the

Important among the Resolutions
Comnmittee’s report was the naming of
the Convention the "Russell G. Glass
Convention” in honor of the wartime
Grand Regent. A fine tribute was
paid to Brother Glass by Grand Regent
Nusser and he was somewhat at a loss
as to how to reply when the situation
was completely relieved by the gale
of laughter which greeted Brother
Schrader’s emphatic request for the
Grand Regent to refrain from banging
the gavel in the vicinity of his ear-
phone pickup.

The major consideration remaining
was the Nominating Committee
recommendations for Grand Officers.
The following slate was proposed and
soon elected:

Grand Regent, Norman B. Ames,
Gamma Beta Hon. '17

Grand Vice Regent,
Curtis, Omicron Hon. '19
Erick J.

Donald D

Grand Seribe,
Alpha 05

Schrader,
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Grind Treasurer, Jamison Vawter,
Zeta °16

Grand Marshal, George W. Carter,
Lambda "33

Grand Inner Guard, Frank W. Ed-
wards, Omicron "28

Grand Outer Guard, Theodore C.
Brown, Rho 31

These men were installed in regular
form and the Convention adjourned.

It was the feeling of the Executive
Council that the increase in National

dues would permit the employment of
an executive secretary and it was with
this understanding that Brother Vaw-
ter again assumed the duties of Grand
Treasurer. Brother Carter also ex-
pressed doubt as to his ability to carry
the Grand Marshal’s load; word re-
ceived since the Convention indicates
that he resigned the position on April 1
and that the work is being handled
temporarily by Past Grand Regent
Danicls.

Norman B. A mes (~/rand

Recent of Theta Tau
by
J. E. Robins, Gamma Beta Chapter

The new Grand Regent of Theta
Tau, National Professional Engineering
Fraternity is Norman B. Ames, Pro-
fessor of Electrical Engincering at the
George Washington University. "Dea-
con Ames," as he is known to the
students, has been a Theta Tau of
Gamma Beta chapter for fourteen
years. Previous to the National Con-
Vention at the Knickerbocker Hotel
in Chicago last December he was
serving the fraternity as Grand Vice
Regent. Professor Ames has now as-
sumed the greatest position of all in
Theta Tau, that of Grand Regent

Theta Tau, with 24 chapters, coast
to coast, is dedicated to developing a
high standard of professional interest
among its members, and uniting them
in a strong bond of fraternal fellow-
ship. It is not a scholastic honorary
fraternity, but instead it recognizes
leadership and sociability as well as
scholarship to be important qualities
of a successful professional man.

Professor Ames, who also is a mem-
ber of Sigma Tau, Delta Tau Delta,

and Omicron Delta Kappa Fraternities,
attended Mississippi State where he
received a BS. in E.E. degree in 1915,
He then took a job as electrical drafts-
man at the Washington Navy Yard
attending George Washington Univer-
sity in the evening, and completed the
requirements for another BS. in E.E.
degree in February 1917. He then
went on to M.LT. where he received
a third Bachelor's Degree in Electrical
Engineering in June 1917, receiving
the same degree simultancously from
Harvard. World War I intervened and
after serving as a licutenant in France
and Germany he was lured back to
George Washington in 1920 to a life
of teaching. After marrying Mary
Olive Jennings in 1921, he received
an LLLB. from George Washington in
February 1925 and a Professional de-
gree in E.E. in June 1929. During the
fall of 1932 and the summer of 33
he attended M.LT. and reccived a
Master of Science degree from  there
in 1935

On March 16,

1935 he became a
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charter member of the new Gamma
Beta Chapter at Theta Tau at George
Washington University. Since then,
as well as being Gamma Beta’s faculty
adviser, he has held the positions of
Grand Outer Guard, Grand Inner
Guard, and Grand Vice Regent.

A year before Pearl Harbor the
"Deacon” went to war, and five years
later he came back a colonel in the
Air Corps. As those who have been
in his classes know, he is engaged in
politics in Montgomery County, Mary-
land. He was an clected member and
chairman of the Charter Board which
drew up Montgomery County’s present
charter in November 1946, and he
was president of the charter committee
when it was adopted in November
1948. He has his own unprintable
opinion of the Russians, which most of
us are coming to share more cvery day.

As Grand Regent of Theta Tau

his responsibilities include making a

biennial visit to cach of the 24 .chap-
ters to strengthen their national bond.
His first big task will be one of
colonization, the enlarging and ex-
panding of the fraternity.

Theta Tau has been able to with-
stand wars, economic depressions, mem-
bership qualification problems, things
which often bring about the collapse
of fraternitics. These same problems
and others will confront us in the
future, making the job of Grand Re-
gent extremely important. No other
person is in a better position to further
the cause of brotherhood in profession-
al engineering, so good luck to you.
Professor Ames.

And by the way, if the handle of
"Deacon” is dropped, don’t think our
professor has gone high hat on us. Tt’s
just that two years ago his older
daughter made him a grandpa, and
then last year the church made him an
Elder.

Where are We Going,?

by

RICHARD J

In these times it is important to
pause now and then for an inventory
of our own thoughts and ideals. In a
world divided sharply as to ideologies
our intellectual climate is one where
propagandas flourish. Tt is almost im-
possible to escape beliefs deliberately
nurtured by campaigns carefully
planned by persons whose chief inter-
ests are essentially selfish. So subtle
are many of the campaigns that some
of the persons most active in spread-
ing subversive beliefs are wholly inno-
cent of their roles as propagandists.
Probably more commonly than other-
wise their own interests will suffer,

RUSSELL, Past Grand Regent

rather than be advanced, if the cam-
paigns they innocently assist become
successful.

With regard to democracy
questions affecting our way of life,
it is always well to remember that
there are two main ways that the ends
of perfect democracy may be attained:
all may be elevated to the plane of the
highest, or all may be degraded to the
datum of the lowest. Political, social,
cultural, and economic belicfs should
be viewed in that light. A belief that
in any way suggests change toward a
lower datum certainly may be regard-
ed as vicious. One that proposes bet-

and
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terment may be meritorious, provided
that it meets one extremely important
test— that absolutely nothing in the

ceeds, the secret ballot, seeret ritual,
and other elements of fraternity life
will be attacked in succession. Even
the of is a

superior is sacrificed in of
the proposal

There is a great deal to be said in
favor of Mencken’s Law: Whenever A
annoys or injures B on the pretense of
saving or improving X, A is a scoun-
drel,

It is difficult to believe that anyone
who has experienced the magnificent
ritual of Theta Tau could embark
knowingly on a program of cultural
degradation. Surrounding all of us,
however, are opportunities galore for
becoming victims of campaigns plan-
ned deliberately for exterminating the
ideals we actually hold most dear.
Initial appeals are advanced carefully,
so that ends clearly in the minds of
sponsors unfold only gradually. A per-
son sincerely backing what appears to
be a worthy cause may well find him-
self at some later date giving enthusi-
astic support to a movement designed
to destroy his most cherished institu-
tions without realizing the change.

While there is little doubt that Con-
vention Delegates favoring revision of
membership qualifications in the Con-
stitution of Theta Tau acted in good
faith and with sincere conviction,
there is ample reason to believe that
the campaign against this particular
part of fraternity constitutions is not
innocently inspired. 1t is well known
that advocates of subversive doctrines
are at work in the field. The end of a
comparatively minor part of the cam-
paign is a complete destruction of fra-
ternities. If the membership issue suc-

relatively small matter. More impor-
tant by far is the destruction of our
political, social cultural, and economic
institutions. Too soon will the issue be
a question such as preserving control
of our homes.

The enthusiasm of our Convention
Delegates for continued operation of
our Professional Leadership and Devel-
opment Committee is an encouraging
sign. To one whose main objective dur-
ing two terms as Grand Regent was
that of fostering a program of signifi-
cant chapter activities it was a most
welcome manifestation of the strength
of Theta Tau.

If every delegate returned to his
Chapter with a clear understanding of
the program and with resolve to put
it into action, Theta Tau will go far
toward reaching the high plane of its
ritualistic ideals. If any Brother or
Chapter is in doubt about how to start
or operate the program I urge sincerely
an carly contact with Brother Carter.

It goes without saying that all par-
ticipants in the Human Engineering
program will reap rich rewards; richer
according to degree of participation
among individuals or groups, such as
Chapters or Alumni Associations.

Let us not overlook the fact, how-
ever, that the betterment of self or of
our profession has little meaning ex-
cept in a political, social, cultural, and
cconomic environment where the sceds
of betterment may be sown success-
fully and where the resulting crop may
be freely cultivated and harvested,
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that we may know where to stand and
what to stand for, because unless we
stand for something we may fall for
anything.” We should read our Ritual
if we are ever in doubt.

In a spirit of humble gratitude and
not of boasting we can say we are
strong today—strong in resources and
in the greater resources of membership.
Perhaps $50,000 and 11,500 members
would fairly represent our numerical
resources. It is possible that we may
gain a new chapter during this Bien-
nium and we hope to lose none. It is
my hope and belief that we shall be
able to enjoy the fullest relations be-
tween Nu chapter and Carnegie Insti-
tue of Technology. This hope and
belief are based on my visit to and

communications with the officials of
the Institute.

Much more could be said but must
wait. There is so much of importance
in other pages of this issue of the
GEAR. Please read every item. And
let’s make the next GEAR even more
valuable. Let's have a letter from
cvery chapter and show  Brother
Schrader that "it can happen here.” 1
want to urge renewed interest among
our Alumni. It is YOUR Fraternity
too! You should be particularly grate-
ful that today it is in the hands of
actives—most of them war-scasoned—
who, generally will excell the past and
set new standards for the future. They
rightfully look to you Alumni, and
the Exccutive Council looks to you. I
especially need and covet your help.

A Call to Professional Arms
By George W. Carter, Lambda ’335

In 1946, the delegates to the Louis-
ville Convention authorized a national
Professional and Leadership Develop-
ment Committee and outlined it
broad purpose. This Committce has
been functioning in the interim and
was allocated a biennium appropriation
of $250 by the 1948 Chicago Conven-
tion. As presently constituted, the
Committee is composed of Brothers H.
H. Hopkinsl, T. C. Brown-, Russell
G. GlassIL S. Power Warrenl, and the
author as Chairman. The latter indi-
vidual regrets his inability to contact

>I72AWe|| Fullon (‘hmgu 12, Tllinois.

North o St cOueg e
Carolina.

*23401 Chardon Road, Euclid, Ohio
11910 Kalorama Road, N.W. Washington,

C.
0 Associate Profissor of Mechanical Fngi-
pecting. Univesiy of Utah, Salt Like Ciy 1,

incering,
North

the other members for benefit of criti-
cism prior to publication of this paper.

A lengthy dissertation on this sub-
jeot is easy to give, but brevity has the
advantage of keeping the primary ma-
terial clearly in view. Consequently,
much in the way of proof for con-
clusive statements is omitted. In some
cases, footnote references are furnished
for the source of inspiration and detail.

As its title implies, the Committee
work was originally dedicated to the
development of personal attributes of
leadership amongst engineers as citi-
zens of a changing world society. Two
years have now produced the wider
view that to the word "engincers”
should be added the phrase "and smili-
Tar professional people.”

In this atomic age, a series of
weighty problems are before us. In-
roads to their effective solutions must
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shortly be made if survival is our aim."
Current expressions of many thinkers”
point to at least one requirement: and
this is that all basic professions need
to cooperate in the utilization of their
skills for the promotion in greater
balance of the technical, social, ethical,
and moral progress of mankind. This

scientists and cngincers should adapt
their mental gears to fit other hori-
zons. Likewise, the social worker, the
psychologist, the philosopher,  the
political scientist, the sociologist, the
cconomist, the lawyer and the doctor
have cause to work together toward a
mrealistic assembly of their domains
with that of technology

The resulting pattern would then
satisfy an old but very reliable engi-
neering principle: "To most adequately
design a machine clement, its relation-
ship to the functional operation of all
the other parts separately and com-
bined must first be precisely known.”
The factors which govern individual
opportunities and world security are
today so complexly interrelated, that
solutions to the attending difficulties
depend upon a combined comprehen-
sion of the whole rather than its parts.

Thus is presented a broad outlook
for progressive cngincers as well as
others to assume. Although complete

6 Comint, Norman, Modem Man is Obsolete,
1945, The Viking Press.

g

realization of its objectives is not yet
in sight, many practical men in all
walks of life believe that tangible re-
sults are possible within the next dec-
ade. Corporations have long since
learned that their continued existence
depends in considerable measure on to-
day’s courageous but wise planning for
the future. In retrospect, therefore, it
appears to this observer that society has
forcibly issuscd a challenging "Call to
Professional Arms” as a signal of the
present and a needed accomplishment
for tomorrow.

There are many cndeavors for the
Committee to undertake. To begin
with, dignified and continuous pub-
licity of its aims is desirable. Out of
this should come the cooperation of the
founder engincering socicties, private
groups who have discovered some of
the fundamental "how” techniques,
universities and colleges, and our alum-
ni associations. Theta Taus and their
professional colleagues should be en-
couraged to review their history books;
to study psychology. philsophy, ctc.;
to assume greater interest in govern-
mental affairs; to fully appreciate and
cope with the human equations; and to
otherwise raise their work to higher
professional levels. The Committee
should seck the support and counsel of
other professional groups for the rea-
sons given before. And finally, the
Comnmittee should be vigorously con-
cerned with the promotion of those
cducational opportunities which arc
needed to train engineering leaders for
the immediate future.

Elucidation of this latter objective
is important. Thus, almost ten years
of engincering teaching have proven
to me that a vital counterpoise is miss-
ing from our educational techniques.
There is a general tendency for engi-
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neering students to rely primarily
upon text-books formulas rather than
independent and rational analysis for
the solutions to every problem. More-
over, they have little interest in pur-
suits for which the fundamentals can-
not be related by mathematical equa-
tions. Consequently, students too fre-
quently take general-education courses
because of compulsion instead of de-
sire. This situation leads to confusion
which then seriously curtails general
cffort and enthusiasm. Ultimately,
there arise needless limitations to the
comprehension of much useful knowl-
edge by the graduating engincer.
Under these circumstances, stimulus
and opportunity for development of
creative thinking, initiative, and lead-
ership are not adequately provided.
Thus is offered a valid explanation for
the fact that many engineering gradu-
ates spend years in locating themselves
in the scheme of things before they
are producers instead of products.

Our colleges have orientation classes
for their freshmen. Have they ever
considered the need of such courses
for the graduating seniors? Is it possi-
ble to discover and apply catalysts for
accelerating the present rate of per-
sonal growth after academic portals
are bid adieu? If these aims were to
become acualities, would there not
then be more time of one’ life left for
constructive doing? Is it not worth-
while to do some "experimenting” be-
fore we say what is or is not feasible?

There is still much to be said on
these matters, and 1 hope that many of
you will say it. Also there are numer-
ous avenues for experimentation, and
I trust that many of you will take
them. But I must go on to say that to
date. Lambda is the only chapter of

Theta Tau which has been willing to
experiment boldly.

For the past two years, this group
has held twice-monthly dinner meet-
ings open to all students, faculty and
alumni. The subjects are presented by
competent speakers coming from pro-
fessional areas outside engineering. A
definite outline is now being followed,
the principal headings of which are
(1) What are the inner drives that
make men behave as they do?; (2)
What social institutions or concepts
has man developed and how do they
help or hinder him?; (3) What strate-
gic place does the engincer have in this
society?; (4) How can the engincer
achieve the Good Life?; and (5) How
can the engincer become a Leader?

While it is too early to know if the
catalytic agents have been found, we
have  definite laboratory data which
encourages continued research and
creates a desire to place the work in
the hands of other chapters. Moreover,
our ideas have begun to crystallize so
that valuable information will be
available to guide the National Com-
mittee in its broader program. But we
cannot be certain that what has hap-
pened at the University of Utah will
oceur elsewhere. It then becomes para-
mount that other chapters take up
such  experimentation without undue
delay. As a guide to this work, full
particulars about Lambda’s program
will be furnished upon request.

In summary, there is available an
almost boundless domain  which is
sometimes referred to as Human Engi-
neering. This field offers a different
and realistic fronticr for engincers to
explore and conquer. Should  these
pioneers meet with measurable success,
then engineering and Theta Tau will
be enroute to higher planes of dignity.
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honor and service to mankind. And
what is of extra personal significance,
cach frontiersman may produce novel
tools for his professional advancement,
while at the same time enjoying more
of life’s durable satisfactions.

There are no reasons, save those aris-
ing from complacent and lethargic

A R esolution

A RESOLUTION,

Adopted by the Professional Interfra-
ternity Conference at its Thirteenth
Biennical Conference held on Sat-
urday, March 6, 1948, at the
Morrison Hotel in Chicago,
Tlinois, and endorsed by
Theta Tau at its 17th
Biennial Convention
WHEREAS, the Professional Inter-
fraternity Conference has a member-
ship of 28 of the leading professional
fraternities of the United States with a
total combined membership exceeding

400,000;

WHEREAS, the objects and princi-
ples of each of the member fraternities
of this Conference advocate equal jus-
tice, privileges, civil liberties, and im-
munities to all people under the laws
of the United States and of the respec-
tive states and territories thereof;

WHEREAS, none of the member
fraternities of this Conference have at
any time participated in lobbying or
in any other manner attempted to in-
fluence legislation, or as a fraternity

WHEREAS, professional fraterni-
ties are also social fraternities within
their respective professions and their
activities embrace many social affairs,
including the holding of luncheons and
smokers; dinners and dinner dances,

attitudes, why Theta Tau should not
take a cue from Dale Carnegie. Let us
therefore resolve that by convention
time in 1950, we can proudly say we
are winning and influencing profes-
sional people to answer this pressing
"Call to Professional Arms.”

both formal and informal; golf tourn-
aments; swimming parties; and, other
usual types of social activities;

WHEREAS, these social activities
are usually attended by wives, sweet-
hearts, mothers and friends, and take
on all of the atmosphere customarily
found in the activities of social fra-
ternities and social sororities through-
out the United States:

WHEREAS, we hold it to be the in-
alienable right of men or women to be
reasonably selective in choosing their
close personal friendships and the char-
acter of the people with whom they
desire to co-mingle in social gather-
ings;

WHEREAS, professional fraterni-
ties are not public or quasipublic in-
stitutions;

WHEREAS, membership in this
Conflerence is open to any professional
fraternity in good standing without
regard to the color, race, or creed of
any or all of its members and the
primary purpose of this Conference is
to extend helpful co-operation to all
professional  fraternities  within the
United States:

WHEREAS, the members of this
Conference favor the continuance of
the privilege of any group or groups
affiliated with any profession to or-
ganize a professional fraternity in any
lawful manner as determined by the
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members thereof, and when duly or-
ganized petition for membership in this
Conference;

WHEREAS, we believe it to be as
oppressive and unjust to requirc pro-
fessional and social fraternities to
abandon all restrictions or qualifica-
tions for membership as it would be to
compel every church, religious group,
lodge, club, o other similar organiza-
tion to open its membership to all
persons regardless of race or creed:

THEREFORE, upon motion duly
made, seconded, and unanimously car-
ried the following resolution was
adopted:

RESOLVED, that the professional
fraternities who are members of the
Professional  Interfraternity Confer-
ence hereby go on record in asserting
their right to determine for themselves,
and to maintain, lawful qualifications
for membership in their respective or-
ganizations, and hereby authorize and
direct the officers of this Conference

to take such action as they may con-
sider reasonable and necessary to main-
tain these established principles, not-
withstanding the efforts being made
by individuals, groups or institutions
in attempting, without authority or

to climinate or to change such quali-
fications as a condition precedent to
its organization, reactivation, or the
continued existence of chapters at any
school, college or university

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
that the officers of this Conference
are authorized and directed to cause
the foregoing resolution, together with
its preamble, to be forwarded to any
person, persons, organizations or insti-
tutions for the purpose of informing
them of our reasoned conclusions on
this subject and our united determina-
tion of maintaining our rights and
privileges under the laws of the United
States and the respective states and

Crand Recent Appoints Cfiapter Advisers

Alpha Dr. N. F. Ruszja
Beta Prof. L. F. Duggan
Gamma Dr. L. W. LeRoy
Delta Prof. L. J. Reardon
Epsilon Prof. E. W. Wisser
Zn, Prof. G. W. Bradshaw
Theta Prof. N.S. Fiske
Tota Prof. J. B. Butler
Lambda Prof. G. W. Carter
Mu Prof. J. M. Faircloth
Nu Prof. J. M. Daniels
Omicron Prof. Ned Ashton
Pi Dr. L. R. Quarles

318 Harvard S. E.Minneapolis, Minn
Michigan Tech ~ Houghton, Mich.
Colo. School of Mines ~ Golden, Colo.
C. E. Dept., Cleveland, Ohio
Case Inst, of Tech.

Univ. of California Berkeley, Calif.

C. E. Dept., Lawrence, Kans,
Univ. of Kansas

C.E.Dept,  New York 27, N. Y.
Columbia Univ.

C.  E. Dept. Rolla, Mo.
Mo. School of Mines

1911 Lake St Salt Lake City, Utah

C. E Dept,

Univ. of Alabama
Carnegie Inst, of Tech. Pittsburgh, Pa.
Univ. of lowa lowa City, lowa
Univ. of Virginia  University, Va.

University, Ala.
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Rho Prof. T.C. Brown M. E. Dept., Ralcigh, N. C.
No. Car. State College

Xi Prof. G. A. Rohlich 2102 Kendall Ave.  Madison, Wise
Sigma Prof. F. W. Davis 264 Action Road  Columbus, Ohio
Tau Prof. D. E. Stearns  Syracuse Univ. Syracuse, N. Y
Upsilon Prof. J. R. Bissett Univ. of Arkansas Fayetteville, Ark.
Phi Prof. J. R. Burnett Purdue Univ. West Lafayette, Ind.
Chi Prof. E Univ. of Arizona Tucson, Ariz.
Psi Mont. School of Mines  Butte, Mont.
Omega Prof. J. Kammerman S.D. School of Mines Rapid City, S.D.
Gamma Beta  Prof. N. B. Ames Geo. Wash. Univ. Washington, D. C
Delta Beta Prof. M. G. Northrop  E.E. Dept., Louisville 8, Ky.

Univ. of Louisville

COMMITTEES OF THETA TAU
1949-50

The Grand Regent has appointed the following committees to carry on the
work of the fraternity during the biennium
Alumni Associations
Paul L. Mercer, Omicron 21, 704 Orleans Avenue, Keokuk, lowa
Thomas C. Adams, Lambda 22, 124 F. Street, Salt Lake City, Utah
A. Dexter Hinckley, Theta 27, 90 Morningside Drive, New York 27, N. Y.
Edward H. Wisser, Epsilon '17, 1936 Yosemite Road, Berkeley, Calif.
Expansion
Frank W. Edwards, Omicron ‘28, 10648 S. Wood St.. Chicago 43, 11L
Harman A. Dinwiddie, Pi ‘39, Bellair Estates, R.R.#3, Charlottesville,

Va.
Ralph W. Nusser, Zeta 28, 5227 Brookwood Ave., Kansas City, Mo.
Constitution
Russell G. Glass, Sigma 24, 23401 Chardon Road, Euchd Ohio
Erich J. Schrader, Alpha '05, Box 244, Reno, Nevad:
Jamison Vawter, Zeta '16, 307 Engineering Hall, Univ. of 111, Urbana, 111,
Fiftieth Anniversary
Richard J. Russell, Epsilon 19, School of Geology, La. State Univ., Baton
Rouge 3, La.
Joseph W. Howe, Omicron 24, 210 Engr. Bldg. lowa City, la.
J. Sidney Marine, Eta '8, Popham Hall, Scarsdale, New York
Erich J."Schrader, Alpha '0S, Box 244, Reno, Nevada
Founders’ Da;
Richard J. Russell, Epsilon 19, School of Geology, La. State Univ., Baton
Rouge 3, La.
George W. Carter, Lambda '33, 1911 Lake Street, Salt Lake City, Utah
George W. Louderback, Epsilon '96, 103 Bacon Hall, Univ. of Calif,,
Berkeley, Calif.
Professional and Leadership Development
George W. Carter, Lambda '33, 1911 Lake St., Salt Lake City, Utah.
Theodore C. Brown, Rho '31, Mech. Engr. Dept., N. C. State College,
Raleigh, N. C.
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Russell G. Glass, Sigma '24, 23401 Chardon Road, Euclid, Ohio

Herman H. Hopkins, Beta ‘08, 1724 W. Fulton Street, Chicago, 111

S. Power Warren, Gamma '13, 1910 Kalorama Road, N. W., Washington,
D, o

Public Relations
Joseph W.Howe, Omicron 24, 210 Engr. Bldg., lowa City la.
A. Dexter Hinckley, Theta '27, 90 Moringside Drive, New York 27, N. Y.
Ralph W. Nusser, Zeta 28, 5227 Brookwood Ave., Kansas City, Mo.
Regional Conferences and Chapter Visitations
A. Dexter Hinckley, Theta 27, 90 Morningside Dr., New York 27, N. Y.
George W. Carter, Lambda °33, 1911 Lake St Salt Lake City, Utah
Theodore C. Brown, Rho ‘31, Mech. Engr. Dept., N. C. State College,
Raleigh, N. C.
Erich J. Schrader Award
Donald D. Curtis, Omicron Honorary '19, Clemson, South Carolina
Paul L. Mercer, Omicron ‘21, 704 Orleans Ave., Keokuk, la
Erich J. Schrader Award Plaque
Frank W. Edwards, Omicron 28, 10648 S. Wood St., Chicago 43, 111
Theta Tau Scholarship Award
John M. Daniels, Nu Honorary °22, Carnegic Inst, of Tech., Pittsburgh,
Pa.

Lawrence M. Quarles, Rho 29, College of Engr., University, Va.
Merton 1. Signer, Tota 22, Dean, Colo. School of Mines, Golden, Colo.
1950 Convention
Ralph W. Nusser, Zeta 28, 5227 Brookwood Ave., Kansas City, Mo.
Norman B. Ames, Gamma Beta '17, George Washington Univ., Wash.,
D. C.

Jamison Vawter, Zeta *16, 307 Engr. Hall, Univ. of I, Urbana, 1IL

E. R. Ramsey President ofDorr Co.

Elmer R. Ramsey, Gamma '13, was
recently appointed President of The
Dorr Company. He has been a mem-
ber of the staff of The Dorr Company
for almost thirty-five years and is ex-
ceeded in this respect only by the
founder, Dr. John V. N. Dorr. He
has commanded for many years the
confidence of Dr. Dorr and the entire
staff and has come to be generally re-
garded, throughout the organization,
as the man in whose capable hands the
interests of the company and the ideals
of its founder could be entrusted con-
fidently when Dr. Dorr wished to be



THE GEAR OF THETA TAU 23

relieved of some of his administrative
load. He has received full recognition
from his associates for the qualities of
leadership and sound judgment which
he has demonstrated repeatedly over
a period of many years in various posi-
tions of responsibility.

Brother Ramsey joined The Dorr
Company in Denver, Colorado, in
April 1914 as a junior engincer, rising
to the position of Western Manager of
the Equipment Sales Department in
1920 when the General Sales Manager
of that time moved East to the re-

J. B. McPherson
Made Colonel

Lt. Col. John B. McPherson, Chi
40, has been appointed to the perma-
nent rank of lieutenant colonel in the
regular Air Force. He is chief, Per-
sonnel Section, Headquarters of Eighth
Air Force, Fort Worth, Texas. Presi-
dent of the student body in 1939-40,
an honor graduate of R.O.T.C.. he
completed his BS. in civil engineering
in 1940 and was appointed a second
licutenant, Cavalry, Regular Army,
that same spring. In July 1943, he re-
ceived his pilot wings and shortly
thereafter was transferred to the Air

Arizona Alumnus

cently-opened New York office. In
1927 Brother Ramsey also moved to
New York, filling there in sequence
the progressively more responsible po-
sitions of Assistant General Sales Man-
ager, 1927; Exccutive Assistant to the
President, 1933; Vice President in
Charge of Engineering Department,
1944; Operating Vice President, 1946;
and, finally. President, 1949. He has
been a Director of the company and a
member of its Executive Committee
since 1925

The Mines Magazine

RonaU C Coulter to SU y J apart s Steel Industry

Ronald Scott Coulter, Gamma 19,
3011 Beverly Street, San Mateo, Com-
bustion Engineer for Bethlehem Pacific
Coast Steel Corporation, has been ap-
pointed to a four-man government
commission to study problems related

to the steel industry of Japan. Brother
Coulter, a specialist in Bethlehem
Pacific’s fuel and combustion prob-
lems, holds a degree in mining from
the Colorado School of Mines. Follow-
ing graduation he started at Bethlchem
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Steel  Company’s  Sparrows  Point,
Maryland, Plant in the engincering de-
partment. In 1936 he became com-

bustion for  Bethlehem

Pacific.

engineer

Mines Magazine

Wiojor W. S- Terrell with 10th infantry

Major William S. Terrell, 11, Rho
°38, is now stationed at Fort Riley,
Kansas, with the 10th Infantry Divi-
sion, where he is Assistant G-I of the
division. This is one of the new  divisi-
sions recently activated and has just
begun to receive trainees. He writes
that he has been quite busy writing
Memoranda and Standard Operating
Procedures. Major Terrell saw action
in Algiers, Tunisia, and French North
Afirica before being wounded Novem-
ber 8, 1942. Following his release from
Woodrow Wilson General Hospital in
Staunton, Va., in November, 1943, he
reported for duty at Camp Croft,
S. C., and Ft. Benning, Ga. He was
stationed in Manila from June until
November, 1945. Since 1945 he has
been stationed in Wyoming and in
Kansas.

North Carolina State College News

F. M. Partridge Given New Position
F. M. Partridge, Lambda 38, of the

Engincering Service Staff has been ap-
pointed to the newly created position
of Gas Measurement Engineer. Brother
Partridge will coordinate the activities
of all divisions and departments in-
volved in large volume gas measure-
ment and give assistance on special
measurement and instrument  prob-
lems. In addition, he will develop uni-
form procedures and prepare standard
practices, follow development in ori-
fice meter measurement, telemetering
and remote control quipment, and
recommend adaptation for Company
use. The actual installation, operation
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continue to be the responsibility of the
Operating Departments, with the Gas
Measurement Engineer acting in an

advisory and consulting capacity.
Gas News

C BarnlarcJt Appointed City Alanager

C. L. Barnhardt, Rho "24,
pointed to the post of City manager of
New Bern, N. C. on September I,
1948, He was elected unanimously to
this position at a special meeting of the
Board of Alderman of the City of New
Bern.

A civil engincer, Brother Barnhardt
was employed for a short time by the
city of Greensboro after graduation.
He accepted employment with the
city of Raleigh in August, 1925, and
remained with the city of Raleigh until
August 1948, During his stay in Ra-
leigh, he served as assistant city engi-
neer, assistant director of utilities, and
as director of public works.

Brother Barnhardt has always been
interested in athletics and sports of all
kinds and while in Raleigh he was a
part-owner of the Raleigh Capitals of
the Carolina Baseball League. While a
student at State, he served as assistant
manager of football, manager of fresh-
man football, manager of freshman
basketball, and was athletics editor of
the Technician his senior year.

In addition to Theta Taulhe was a

Friendship Council] Bible Study Lead-
er, secretary and president of the
Rowan County Club, ROTC second

of Campany "A.” i
American Society of Civil Engincers,
and the American Association of Engi-
neers.

North Carolina State College News

Claries 3. Hunter Division Superintendent

Gary works of Camegie-IUinois
Steel Corp., U.S. Steel subsidiary, re-
cently announced Charles J. Hunter,
Delta °33, as division superintendent
of its west mills. Brother Hunter join-
ed Carnegie-lllinois in 1935 as a metal-
lurgist in the Pittsburgh district and
during the war he served as co-ordinat-
or of armor plate products for the

entire subsidiary company. He joined
the Gary works organization in 1944
as chief metallurgist and three years
later also became chief inspector. He
belongs to the American Society for
Metals, American Socicty of Testing
Materials, and the American Iron and
Steel Institute.

Case Alumnus
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Stewart BaiUy Heads f.R.JE.

The Institute of Radio Engincers
has announced the clection of Stuart
L. Bailey, Alpha 27, as president of the
Institute for the year 1949. Brother

Bailey has been a Fellow of the IRE
since 1943, He is a consulting radio
engineer and partner of the firm of
Jansky & Bailey, Washington, D.C.
During his undergraduate years he
was active on the staff of W9XI, an
experimental station run by the Uni-

versity; while taking his graduate
work in 1928, he was chicf engincer of
WLB, owned and operated by the
University of Minnesota.

In September 1930, he joined with
C. M. Jansky, Jr. to form the consult-
ing engineering firm of Jansky &
Bailey. Brother Baileys activities in
the consulting field have been on both
general allocation problems and spe-
cific engincering guidance for broad-
cast stations and commercial operat-
ing companies. He has had charge of
all of the laboratory activities of the
firm, including the development of
field intensity measuring equipment
and other devices used by the firm in
cvaluating radio station effectiveness.

He became an Associate Member of
the Institute of Radio Engineers in
1928, a Member in 1936, Senior mem-
ber in 1943, and was advanced to the
grade of Fellow in the same year.
Brother Bailey has been a member of
various committees since his connec-
tion with the Institute. He is a mem-
ber of Sigma Xi, Tau Beta Pi, and Eta
Kappa Nu.

Minnesota Alumnus

JDonald F. Carpenter Climaxes Notalsle Career

Donald F. Carpenter, Eta, 22,
chairman of the United States Muni-
tions Board, has been elected to life
membership on the Corporation of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Brother Carpenter was first elected to
the Corporation for a five-year term
in 1943. His clection to life member-
ship comes at the completion of this
term, during which he has served as
chairman of the Corporation Commit-
tee on Student Activity. Associated
with the Remington Arms Company

since 1933, where he is now vice-presi-
dent and assistant general manager,
Brother Carpenter is in Washington on
leave of absence. He has served on the
Industry Advisory Committee and
more recently on the Military Liaison
Committee of the Atomic Energy
Commission where he was also deputy
to James Forrestal, Secretary of De-
fense, on atomic energy matters, He is
a member of the Board of Directors of
the American Management Association
and is assistant chairman of the Small
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Arms Ammunition Industry Integrat-
ing Committee. Brother Carpenter is
a director of the Merchants National
Bank of Leominster, Mass., the Rem-
ington Arms Union Metallic Cart-

ridge Company, Ltd., of Brimsdown,
England, the Peoples Savings Bank of
Bridgeport, Conn., and the Seneea Falls
(N.Y.) Machine Company.
Technology Review

John P. Jimpson Noted Linderwater Photographer

Lt. Comdr. John P. Simpson, CEC,
USNR, Pi 40, has been appointed
commanding officer of the Navy’s

v Seabee reserve unit recently estab-
lished in Lynchburg, Virginia. The
unit will be designated Organized
Naval Reserve CB Unit 5-10 and will
hold drills once a month. Lt. Comdr.
Simpson says that the unit will con-
centrate particularly on the handling
of equipment in arctic regions and the
problems of cold weather maneuvers.
A civil engincering graduate, Lt
Comdr. Simpson was Southern Confer-
ence bantamweight boxing champion
in 1936, and captain of the 1939 box-
ing team. In World War Il he gained
widespread recognition for his' out-
standing work on underwater pho-
tography in the Navy. He was recalled
to active duty at the time of the Bikini
atomic tests known as "Operation

Crossroads” and designated Officer in
Charge of the Crossroads Underwater
Photography. For this work he was
awarded the Bronze Star and a letter
of commendatioi

University of Virginia Alumni News

W. W. Dili Sells Steel Buildings

W. Wade Dill, Delta *31, has been
named by the Builders Structural Steel
Co., Inc., of Cleveland to manage the
sales of Butler aluminum— covered
steel buildings in the northeastern
Ohio area. He was formerly associated

with the Johns-Manville Corp. in a
sales capacity. The Builders Structural
Steel Co. is located at 2880 E. 34th St.,
Cleveland

Case Alumnus
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Alfred  Adoly

Bloom, Psi '35, died in
Chula Vista. 29,

lifonia, on Septémber

Yipeline Co. at Oilmont, Montana, ar

rs"of yTheVa Tau'who 'h*w  him! F

. He was bornjn Virginia on April

received his BS. in Civil Engineering in 1933,
He joined the staff of the U. S. Engineer

N’shvinVVnd V*Baxter"TennesseV'In‘july

He refgnod in 1941 bocase of il health
Funeral - sarvices were held in Norway on

{at Luke Ficld in /

was married to Mss Edna Roberts, daughter

the University of Michigan and graduated

e Corning Giass Co. and in 193 join,
the staff of the U. S Burcau of Mines in

SZ
o AB. in at Central College in 1897
B e Cnersiy 3 Cicos
in 1904t then joined the United States
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A certain questionnaire which came
to our attention recently was rather
intriguing in these day of cybernetic
controls and  tumblchome
From onc of our midwestern universi-
ties, it was addressed to twelve hun-
dred of their former campus leaders,
graduates of the past thirty years.
Like most of its kind it was intended
to sort out and classify and if possible
determine just how successful these
BM.O.C.s had been in attaining sim-
ilar prominence (and filthy lucre) in
the cold, cruel world. It was the last
question, though, that took our eye.
Somewhat modified from the original
text it was: in importance to college
work, how would you rank the follow-
ing factors, (a) Books, meaning the
course of study, (b) Personalitics.
meaning faculty and student contacts,
(¢) Organizations, meaning clubs,
fraternities and societies, (d) Other.

Obviously each of the first three
factors is mighty important. Factor
(a) could hardly be omitted, nor
could factor (b) and still have a col-
lege. Factor (c) perhaps isn't so vital,
yet in many individual cases we know
of, it was the catalist that meant suc-
cess or failure of a college carcer. Ve
will be highly interested to see the
answer to this question, if we ever do.

curves.
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and former students, chosen solely be-
cause of their organizational interests
and successes. Their answers might dif-
fer from those of other groups.
Consideration of the question, how-

bers, alumni or as National Officers,
it behooves us to make Theta Tau an
important influence for good on cach
campus where we operate.

UNUSUAL AND MERITORIOUS
SERVICE

Erich Schrader remarked at the
Convention that he had been a nation-
al officer of Theta Tau for over 40
years. He wondered whether any other
individual in this country had a longer
record. This is an unusual term of
service in any event, the kind that
can’t be bought, the kind that inspires
others to carry on with greater en-
thusiasm for their tasks.

Erich Schrader’s example has no
doubt contributed to the part played
by two others of the Executive Coun-
cil. Grand Treasurer Vawter, now
serving what he swears will be his last
term as Treasurer, undertook these
duties 25 years ago after a two-year
term as Grand Outer Guard. Through-
out this quarter century he has kept
records of all financial

Un L the went
only to a selected group of graduates

transactions of the fraternity and has
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made wise investments of fraternity

Nearly as long a service record is
held by Grand Vice Regent Donald
Curtis who has just completed a 22-
year term as Grand Marshal which
was preceded by a term as Editor of
the Gear. Again, the exacting task of
keeping accurate membership records
has been admirably handled by Brother
Curtis throughout this long period.

It is impossible to convey the reac-
tion of the fraternity to these Broth-
ers through the medium of words. Per-
haps a warm hand clasp would do it
better. We speak for the thousands of
Theta Taus who would like to show
their appreciation in this way when we
say, Thanks, Brothers, for the years of
work which have established Theta
Tau as a strong and vital force in the
engineering world!

A sweet old lady, cager to help the
needy, spied a particular sad old man
standing on a street corner. She walked
over to him, pressed a dollar bill in
his hand, and said, "Chin up.”

The next day, on the same street
comer, the sad old man shuffled up
to the old lady and slipped ten dollars
into her hand.

"Nice Pickin,” he said in a low
voice. "Paid nine to one.”

A young lady was on a sight-sccing
tour of Detroit. Going out Jefferson
Avenue, the driver of the bus called
out places of interest. "On the right,”
he announced, "We have the Dodge
home.”

ANY NOMINATIONS?

People who will render such
devoted service as Brothers
Schrader, Vawter, and Curtis are not
casily found. Furthermore, the volume
of work has multiplied with the con-
siderable increase in membership so
that it is now too great for "spare
time” attention. For these reasons,
Theta Tau is proposing to cstablish a
salaried Exccutive Secretary who can
carry on the detailed operations of the
Treasurer’s and Marshal's offices. If
any member has a nomination for this
position he should send his suggestion
to Grand Regent Ames.

NOTICE

Copies of Baird's Manual of Ameri-
can College Fraternities can now be
obtained for §6.73 from the George
Banta Publishing Co., Menasha, Wis-
consin. This standard reference volume
contains data on all American college
fraternities.

“"John Dodge?” the lady asked.

"No, Horace Dodge.”

Continuing out Jefferson, "On the
right we have the Ford home.”

"Henry Ford?”

“No, Edsel Ford.”

Still further out on Jefferson, "On
the left we have the Christ Church.”

Hearing no response, a fellow pas-
senger tapped the young woman on
the shoulder and said, "Go ahead,
lady. you can’t be wrong all the time.”

Lawrence Curtis reported Judy
Canova’s reaction to a radio script she
didn’t think funny. "1Cs not worth
the paper it’s rotten on!”
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The Bishop, who was slightly deaf,
replied, "Pardon me, but what did

you say?”

picture he wrote: ust  The Bishop pondered a moment,

have my money!” then answered. "It is a curious ques-
A prompt reply of tion, but I always prefer the old-

uit,  fashioned nightshirt.”



1Letters Irom the Chapters
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Delta Handles Campus Parlin3 ProUem
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Xi Initiates Dean W itU
Xi chapter at Wiscon-

new members and  Withey is head of t
answering roll call.  G. A Rohlich, our faculty adviser. Prof. H.
Last January we initiated A Poteson, Chairman of the lecrical engi
MADISON fionh I
e Pl M:\nagefrenl Insii-
e, Prof. Moberly later gave a talk on

"Personnel Relations in Industry.” This was
the first of a series of talks lhal Xi chnplcr

right: Prof. Peterson. Prof. Moberly, Prof. Rohlishl

;1111?11 «

al'w g v

Founders’ Day Banquet
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R L Entertains Cjrand Regent
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Phi Operates Full He

r 1 -Take
LAFAYETTE out into .h,
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Gamma Bela “ives Its Adviser to the Fraternity
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Twin Cuy A. A. Plans sp,

On January the Twin Ciry Alumni Associ-
ajon and the active chapter were honored
have at a_jointly sponsared banquet Brother
Erich . ‘Sthradar "Also honored were three

S h

ing pole dangling over a flower bed.
A visitor filled with sympathy and

¢ you caught?” "You're the

A Greenwich VUlage character
ipened the door for a couple of un-
anticipated guests  gay. ‘me friends
stepped back startled, for
was stark naked, except for a high
silk hat, clamped jauntUy on his head.

“Well,” one of the ladies exclaimed,
"do you always go around the house

“"Nobody ¢
"But why t

* explained the nut. "there’s

ie chance that someone will

sl ature. The detaHfave ot yclTWn
it but it is hoped hat |s w||l

infise 2 confimas practees @ "

ve get_ together, the happier wll [ Js

vithdd™

. @

"Use your noodle, lady, use your
noodle,” roared the traffic cop.

"Oh! my goodness! Will you show
me where it is? I've pushed and pulled
everything in this car.”

} jchnZ COuld Pronounce  the
mg o in improve rS W s sp::clﬂcr;s'ﬁ,cd
to repeat after

gave Richard a rap in the .

the boy
e in the

stand there’s something &
that won’t work.”
i, he’s upstairs in bed.”



0 (4 lumni Notes

ALPHA
Curtis, Thomas H. , TI, can be addressed  Division, Bendi
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XI

Co., 206 Second St. East,
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Dayvis, Willaad J., '42, gives his address s King. John Forbe: '46, is with the sale d
1801 Roanake Ave, Apt. 3, l.o\nsvlllc 3, vision of Hollin, worth & Whitney, 23

ork City, and lives at 17
ANDREWS. WILLIAM T., '44, asks that his Elm St., New Ro helle New York.
il be sent 10 36 Holmes Court, Albany ~ CHUMLEY, JAMES F

SIEFKER, ROBERT C
... Cincinnati, Ohio.

To AU Life SufscriL*as

ill out the form below and send it to The Gear. The magazine c.
t only to those alumni or inactive life subscribers whose addresses a

The Gear cannot be forwarded on the original postage.

Chapter Class
Mailing  Address. Street
- Post Office
State
Permanent address from which mail will always be forwarded t
office
State

KEEP US INFORMED OF YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS
Send Io
THE GEAR OF THETA TAU

210 Engineering Bldg. lowa City, lowa
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Your badge, created by master Balfour craftsmen and set with precious
jewels, is a worthy symbol of your association with Theta Tau.

Treasure your pin, not only for its intrinsic value, but for the symbolism of
steadfast friendship and loyalty for which it stands.

All insignia must be ordered from Central Office.
Official badge, crown set pearl, garnet center
Sister pin, crown set pearl, gamet center
Pledge button, gold plated

The 20% Federal Tax and any prevailing State Tax is in addition
to insignia prices.

1949 BLUE BOOK

Featuring 48 pages of created jewelry,
gifts, leather items, paper products.

JFritcfor FREE COP}

Jole Official Jeweler to Tfeta Tau

LG BALFOUR COMPANY

ATTLEBORO, Massachusetts



