
THE GEAR

FALL 1947

Volume XXXVII N um ber I





T H E T A  T A E

rALL, 1947

V O L U M E  X X X V I I N U M B E R  I



Tketa I  au Fraternity
Founded at the University o f Minnesota October 15, 190-f 

FOUNDERS
E rich  J. S c h rad e r  Isaac  B. H an k s
W . M u rra y  Lewis E lw in  L. V in a l

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
R. W. N usser, Zeta ' 2 8 ....................................................................Grand Regent

5227 Brookwood Avenue, Kansas City, Mo.
N . B. Ames, Gamma Beta ’1 7 .............................................Grand Vice-Regent

8 Westwood Drive, W ashington 16, D . C.
E rich  J. S c h rad e r, Alpha ’0 5 ............................................................Grand Scribe

Box 244, Reno, Nevada
P ro f . Jam ison V aw te r, Zeta ’1 6  Grand Treasurer

307 Engineering H all, University of Illinois, Urbana, 111.
P ro f . D o n a ld  D. C u rtis , Omicron Honorary ’19 . Grand Marshal

Clemson, South Carolina
A. D. H in c k le y ............................................................................Grand Inner Guard

90 Morningside Drive, New York 27, N . Y.
P ro f . G eorge  W. C a r t e r .....................................................Grand Outer Guard

1911 Lake Street, Salt Lake C ity 5, Utah 
DELEGATE A T LARGE

R u ss e ll G. G l a s s .....................................................................Past Grand Regent
23401 Chardon Road, Euclid, Ohio 
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P. L. M e rc e r , Omicron ’21 and J. W. H ow e, Omicron ’24 . . . Editors 
Engineering Building, Iowa City, Iowa

ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS 
Central Ohio— J. J. Visintine, 1178 Virginia Avenue, Columbus 8, Ohio 
Chicago— Robert R. Davis, 1036 N orth Dearborn Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Cleveland— Gus Koder, 2964 Ripley Rd., Cleveland 20, Ohio 
lntermountain— C. Milton Anderson, P. O. Box 403, Salt Lake C ity, Utah 
Kansas C ity— Marvin S. Hensley, 6017 Prospect Avenue, Kansas C ity 4. Mo. 
Los Angeles—J. W. Sumnicht, 4351 Verdugo Road, Los Angeles 41, California 
National Capitol— Ewing J .  Ballou, 5615 36th Ave., Hyattsville, Md. 
Northwestern— Davidson Piper, 1732 Adams St., Butte, Montana
Tw in C ity—G. F. H upp, 5100 Halifax Ave. So.-Edina, Minneapolis 10, Minn.
Southwestern— L. J. Booher, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 

ALUMNI CLUBS
Louisville A lum ni Club— c /o  Theta Tau, 2022 S. First St., Louisville, Ky.

MEMBERS O F T H E  PROFESSIONAL 
INTER FRA TERN ITY  CONFERENCE 

ARCHITECTURE. Alpha Rho Chi. CHEMISTRY, Alpha Chi
Sigma. COMMERCE, Alpha Kappa Psi, Della Sigma Pi. DEN­
TISTRY, Delia Sigma Delta, Pii Omega, Xi Pii Phi. EDUCATION, 
Kappa Phi Kappa, Phi Delia Kappa, Phi Epiilon Kappa, Phi Sigma 
Pi. ENGINEERING, Theta Tau, Sigma Phi Delia. JOURNAL­
ISM, Sigma Delta Phi. LAW, Gamma Ela Gamma, Delta Theta 
Phi. Phi Alpha Delta, Phi Beta Gamma, Sigma Delta Kappa. 
MEDICINE, Alpha Kappa Kappa, Nu Sigma Nu, Phi Beta Pi1 Phi 
Chi, Phi Delta Epiilon, Phi Lambda Kappa, Phi Rho Sigma, Thcta 
Kappa Pii. PHARMACY, Kappa Psi.



Chapters
A lp h a , Founded October 15, 1904 - -  -  - University of Minnesota 

(Chapter house) 324 W alnut St., S. E., Minneapolis, Minn.
B e ta , Established March 26, 1906 - Michigan College of Mining and Tech.

"(Chapter house) 140S College Avc., Houghton, Michigan 
G am m a, Established November 8, 1907 - - - Colorado School of Mines 

c /o  Prof. M. I. Signer, Colo. School of Mines, Golden, Colo.
D e l ta ,  Established May 23, 1911 - - - - Case Institute o f Technology

Theta Tau Box, Case Institute of Technology, Cleveland, Ohio 
E psilon , Established May 4, 1911 - - - - - University of California

Theta Tau Box, Hearst Mining Bldg., Univ. of Calif., Berkeley, Calif. 
Z e ta , Established April 17, 1912 - - - - - - University of Kansas

(Chapter house) 1602 Louisiana Street, Lawrence, Kansas
T h e ta ,  Established May 26, 1 9 1 4  Columbia University

c /o  Prof. Nelson S. Fisk, Col. o f Eng., Columbia University, New York City
Iota, Established February 5, 1 9 1 6 ......................... Missouri School of Mines

c /o  Prof. J. B. Butler, Missouri School of Mines, Rolla, Mo.
Lambda, Established April 29, 1920 - .................................. University o f Utah

c /o  George W . Carter, College of Engineering, Univ. of Utah, Salt Lake City
Mu, Established January 3, 1922  University of Alabama

P. O. Box 2043, University, Alabama 
N u , Established January I , 1922 - -  Carnegie Institute of Technology

P. O. Box 114, Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Ku Established January I),1 9 2 )  - - - - - -  University of Wisconsin
c /o  Dr. G. A. Rohlich, 9 Hydraulics Laboratory, Univ. of Wis., Madison, Wis. 
O m ic ro n , Established February 3, 192) -  - State University of Iowa

Box 44, Iowa Memorial Union, Iowa City, Iowa
Pi, Established May 26, 192) - -  University o f Virginia
c /o  Professor Lawrence R. Quarles, College of Engineering, Univ. of Virginia 
R h o , Established February 16, 1924 - N . C. State College of Ag. and Eng.

c /o  Prof. T . C. Brown, M.E. Dept., N . C. State College, Raleigh, N . C. 
Sigma, Established November 29, 1924 - - - - Ohio State University
c /o  Prof. Francis W. Davis, College of Engineering, Ohio State, Columbus, Ohio
T au , Established December 12, 192f  -  Syracuse University
c /o  Prof. D. E. Stearns, Col. o f Applied Science, Syracuse Univ., Syracuse, N . Y. 
U p silo n , Established April 7, 1928 - - - - -  University of Arkansas

(Chapter house) 213 N . Church St., Fayetteville, Arkansas
Ph i, Established April 21, 1928  Purdue University

(Chapter house) 416 N orth Chauncey, West Lafayette, Indiana 
C hi, Established April 23, 1930 - - - - - - -  University o f Arizona

Theta Tau Box, Engineering Bldg., University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.
Psi, Established May 7, 19)2 - - - - - -  Montana School of Mines

Theta Tau Fraternity, Care of Montana School o f Mines, Butte, Montana 
O mega, Established March 26, 19)2 - - - S. Dakota School of Mines

(Chapter house) 107 Kansas C ity St., Rapid City, S. Dak.
Gam m a B e ta , Established March 16, 1935 - George Washington University

c /o  Prof. N . B. Ames, George Washington University, Washington, D. C. 
D e l t a  B e ta , Established May 20, 19)9 - - -  University of Louisville

(Chapter house) 2022 S. First St., Louisville, Ky.





Zeta W ̂ives !Lend a bland
When Zeta chapter wound up the 

last academic year with money in the 
bank it was decided to  get new drapes 
and rugs. O n such matters the femi­
nine touch is definitely indicated so 
Mrs. G. W . Bradshaw, wife of the

Chapter adviser, was asked to pick out 
suitable materials. Mrs. Bradshaw con­
sulted Mrs L. G. Fiel, the wife of the 
Zeta House Corporation Secretary, 
and before long these two together 
w ith Mrs. Ralph Nusser, Mrs. L. O. 
Hausen, Mrs. J. O. Jones, Mrs. Pete 
Robbins, Mrs. F. A. Russell, Mrs. C. 
P. Assell, Mrs. L. L. Patterson, Mrs.

Robert Meredith, and Mrs. J. G. 
Jacobs cooked up a much better plan. 
The ladies not only picked out the 
material bu t made 10 pairs o f drapes 
and hung them in the chapter house. 
Some of the women went to Lawrence

from Kansas C ity to work on the pro­
ject for whole days at a time. Several 
of the group are shown at work in the 
picture taken in the home of Mrs. 
Bradshaw. Thanks to the energetic 
support of the ladies and to the alumni 
who added a lamp and a table to the 
living room stock, the Zeta house def­
initely has that "new look ”

Z e t a  W iv es  i n  A c t io n

Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Hansen. Mrs. Nusser.
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So You W ant a Foreign Job
by W m. A. Austin, Jr. 

(Reprinted from Tbe Mines Magazine)

The first thing to consider when 
about to  venture into the field of for­
eign jobs— is the wife or girl friend. 
The final reason for this may be ap­
parent later on, bu t for the time being 
take my word for it.

"Dames is different” is more than 
an Esquire saying. Man can live w ith­
out woman, but not on this planet. 
And in some of the queer places on 
this earth it is very dificult for women 
to get along. I don’t blame them, but 
if YOU are really going there the ever- 
loving must accompany you, and she 
must do so wholeheartedly.

When you get that fancy blank 
contract with those neat and tricky 
clauses in small print, which promise 
you three years in Borneo or Patagonia, 
cough in your manly way and say, 
"Look, dear, here is what they offer 
me, I think we’d better talk it over.”

Settle into your respective arm­
chairs, or into one if the honeymoon 
is still that fresh, and get right down 
to brass tacks. Let nothing distract 
you.

Make it plain to her tha t she will 
have to forego those weekly visits to 
Mother, the shopping bees at Saks, and 
the style o f permanent which suits her 
so well. The closest touch w ith Mother 
will be an airmail now and then, shop­
ping will have to be done in a new 
money and language, and the perm 
business will be a new frizz entirely.

If  she still loves you, mention the 
serious end of the business. A man’s 
wife can make him or break him much 
more easily in Peru than in Pough­
keepsie. Outside of our borders she is

much more of Caesar's wife than in. 
An engineer on a foreign job is either 
thrown into the closed circle of an 
American camp, or must move in the 
native orbit of society, especially if his 
job is lonchand.

In the feudal atmosphere of an Am­
erican mining or oil or construction 
camp, the wife must know her 
strictly-observed caste, must defend 
herself a t bridge and gossip and must 
serve a classy piece of cake weekly. The 
husband can hide himself in his field 
or drift or office fo r eight or ten hours 
per day, bu t the poor gal is strictly  on 
display about 16 hours per day.

Then w hat’s the difcrence, says you. 
Ju st this— back in Scotts Bluff she 
can refuse to speak to Mrs. Brown for 
three years, bu t here there are only 20 
of you surrounded by jungle, and be­
sides, Mrs. B. is your boss’s wife.

And more im portant yet, if the 
husband is playing a lone hand 
amongst the politicos, the lady of the 
house must, repeat MUST, move in 
the proper circles of pashas, goberna- 
dores or war-lords.

Now this is a tough life for the 
sweetie-pie; no ordinary woman can 
stand it. There is no reason she should. 
I f  yours doesn’t want to, don 't try  to 
make her do it. I t will be a flop for 
the combine, and the only ones to 
profit will be the Reno lawyers. Stay 
in Hoboken and live ou t your life in 
happiness.

So far I have talked about the legal 
wife. If a girl friend is concerned, 
consult her also. I f  she wants to go 
w ith you, marry her and take off. You
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will come out all right.
But don’t tell her to  wait until you 

have finished the first contract— that 
you will be back all wealthy and suc­
cessful to  claim her. In exactly 18 
months she will have married the book­
keeper a t the Waterworks, you will 
have married the daughter o f the Al­
calde, and all four of you will be happy

To get back to the original married 
man, don’t worry about your kids in 
that new job in Guatemala. The kids 
thrive anywhere, have the same 
measles as a t home, and learn the 
language 10 times easier than you will.

Let us now examine the single man 
w ith no encumbrances (a rare bird, 
bu t some do exist.) H aving gone thru 
Mines presupposes an adaptibility and 
an ability to take it. These are both 
essential qualities which must be con­
served. Your ability to  absorb liquor 
must be strictly  measured. Know your 
capacity and don’t pass it. A lot of 
germs lurk endemic in the parts of the 
world where you are going.

If  you have ideas that you are of 
the Herrenvolk, recall what happened 
to Hitler. Some of those Chileans and 
Brazliians arc a lot smarter than you 
are. And, after all, they own the 
country, you are a foreigner in their 
eyes. The president o f your company 
will not appreciate your superiority 
complex even when he hears from the 
police about your proving the point 
tha t you can "Lick any four of ’em!” 
Your name in headlines does not help 
him to negotiate tha t contract with 
the Ministry of Mines.

I f  there is one rule to brand on your 
left hip before you leave the U. S., it 
is—BE POLITE!

The people o f every other country 
in the world believe themselves more

polite and cultured than the Ameri­
cans. Maybe they are right, but I’d 
never let them prove it on me. As a 
polite American you will find all doors 
open to you. Th natives will bow to 
you, either in amazement or in awe. 
Bow back a t them, even deeper, and 
from then on you will go to town and 
the New York office will have to give 
you a raise. And I’m not kidding!

"O f course, absolutely, of a cer­
ta inty,” said the smiling gendarme. 
"You are undoubtedly right. Sir, I am 
convinced, myself, that it all happened 
exactly as you say. Now, sir, if  you 
will just please have the goodness, to 
deign to accmopany me to  the jail for 
this evening, my dear sir, if you don’t 
mind . . .”

And when I think of what that cop 
on the corner o f Broadway at 54th 
said to me, just because I— Oh, well, 
all in all the other tasted better.

And when I tell you to  be polite, 
I include your N O T  telling the world 
how much better we do it in Peoria. 
Perhaps we are whizzes at it— in 
Peoria—b u t reflect, do we do so well 
at the same job in Mississippi and 
Idaho? Perhaps Peoria has the raw ma­
terial and the skilled labor and the 
transport. Remember, you are now in 
an Ecudorian jungle, and it must be 
done in some other way.

Don’t be narrow-minded. An Egyp­
tian perfected underwater welding, 
Swedish steel and French reinforced 
concrete are marvels, the Russians 
have another magnetic pole, we can 
still learn.

If  you are young on a foreign job, 
be prepared to  work more than the 40 
hour week. There are compensating 
advantages.

If you are an older man going out 
in charge, be prepared to be misunder­
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stood. Letters cross, cables get gar­
bled, New York or Frisco foams and 
does not comprehend. Keep calm and 
keep your record straight, you always 
have manana, even if your boss sends 
you scorching missives just before he 
shuts his desk on Friday afternoon for 
his weekend. W ith patience and— you 
know the old saying.

I said that there are advantgaes to 
a foreign job. One, you get more 
money and you save more money (un­
less you are addicted to scotch with 
every meal). Then, when you come 
home at night you don’t have to wash 
the dishes after dinner. There are usu­
ally people who are glad to do this for 
you— for a reasonable charge. Also, 
in foreign parts there are very few 
double features and no Bingo.

But I think the main advantage is 
that you get a whole lot of new ideas. 
The local padre o f the government

architect o r the commandant of the 
garrison has more ideas about things 
in general than tha t whole car of com­
muters on the 7:57 from W hite Plains. 
Perhaps it is because— in those parts 
of the world— man has more time to 
think. But I may be wrong.

Disadvantages of a foreign job, well, 
there are many. I’ drather let you find 
out, than enumerate them. They range 
from typhoid to no bubble gum.

Just one more thing, which I will 
not classify ether as an advantage or 
a disadvantage. Once you accept a 
foreign job, and carry th ru  your first 
contract successfully— maybe y o u  
form a special mentality which is no 
longer useful in continental U. S., 
maybe you just don 't want to go back, 
maybe you marry the senorita, but the 
fact remains— YOU C A N ’T  GO  
BACK!

Me? All three happened to me!

G S U  Fraternities, Sororities Find Non=Profit 
Buying Pays o ff in lp 4 7  Savings o f $1 2 5 ,0 0 0

Ohio State University’s fraternities, 
sororities and cooperative rooming 
houses saved themselves $125,000 dur. 
ing 1947 by operating through a non­
profit buying organization called the 
Fraternity Managers Association.

They also wound up the fiscal year 
this week by getting back an average 
check of $150 to $200, depending on 
how much they bought through FMA 
during the year. The organization 
buys food and house supplies.

The "patronage refund,” as the re­
turned check is called, represents the 
amount of unexpended money left in 
the operating fund of the association. 
Each member ou tfit is charged an ad­

ditional three per cent on their 
monthly statement for servicing ex­
penses. Unused amount of the service 
charge this year totalled 1.3 per cent 
of the total purchases fo r the year.

Actual cash funds for all partici­
pating groups totaled $7,973.42 ac­
cording to Mrs. Thelma Glick, mana­
ger of FMA.

Spot checks made by the association 
indicated that the average group saves 
20 per cent on its total purchases by 
buying cooperatively through FMA, 
Mrs. Glick says. The 1947 one and 
three-tenths per cent refund was 
authorized by the FMA Board of 
Trustees which is comprised of five
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students, six alumni members, the Sec­
retary of Fraternity Affairs and the 
Deans of Men and Women.

A total o f 76 Greek letter groups 
and residence halls are members of the 
organization. Largest single patronage 
refund check for 1947 went to Zeta 
Beta Tau fraternity  which received a

refund check of $349.14 on its yearly 
purchases. The ZBT treasury also has 
piled up the largest cumulative refund 
total since 1936, with approximately 
$994.40 having come back to the 
W oodruff Avenue Fraternity through 
its participation in the association.

Ohio Slalr [7

Cj . Er. Slye Appointed 
To N ew  Post

George E. Slye, N u ’2$, has been 
appointed to the new post of public 
relations manager for the P ra tt and 
W hitney Aircraft Division of the 
United A ircraft Corporation. Brother 
Slye has been w ith the aircraft engine 
company since 1943. First assigned to 
the installation engineering depart­
ment he became publicity representa­
tive in October 1944. The Slyes live 
at 94 McKee St., East H artford, Con-

J .  hr- Afachamer Becomes V . P. o f Firm
Jerome E. Machamer, Kappa ’22, 

assistant general superintendent of the 
Hibbing-Chisholm (Minn.) district of 
the Oliver Iron Mining Co., has been 
elected a vice presidnt in the firm . He 
joined the Oliver organization soon 
after graduation, working first as a 
mining engineer in the Canisteo dis­
tr ic t. In 1930 he was transferred to 
the Virginia district. H e was made 
general crusher plant foreman at the 
Virginia Eveleth crushing plant in 
1934, was promoted to assistant super­

intendent o f the Hibbing-Chisholm 
district in 1942, became superinten­
dent o f the Hartley-Fraser mine in 
1943, and in September, 1946, was ap­
pointed assistant general superinten­
dent o f the Hibbing-Chisholm area. A 
native of Chicago, Machamer attended 
Oberlin College from 1912 to  1914. 
A fter serving in the Air Corps during 
W orld W ar I, he entered the Univer­
sity o f Illinois to study mining engi­
neering.
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Jdr. Bert S. Butler A  warded Penrose M edal

J .  D. Whitelach Winner o f  a Rhodes Scholarshii
Brother James Bucklcy W hitlach, 

Pi '47, was the successful candidate 
for a Rhodes Scholarship in final com­
petition for the Southern United 
States held at A tlanta, December 14. 
Brother W hitlach was the twenty-

seventh Universty of Virginia student 
to win a Rhodes Scholarship, and is 
the tw enty-ninth alumnus, tw o alumni 
having been selected while attending 
other schools and being credited to 
those schools.

Dr. Bert S. Butler, Honorary Chi, 
head of the department o f geology. 
University of Arizona, Tuscon, was

awarded the Penrose Medal at a dinner 
o f the Society of Economic Geologists 
in New York C ity early this spring.

The medal was conferred for "ou t­
standing original contributions to the 
knowledge of the geology of metallic 
ore deposits.”  The Penrose award was 
established by the late Richard Fuller­
ton Penrose of Philadelphia, a distin­
guished geologist who left a large for­
tune as an endowment for geological 
research.

Dr. Butler is the tenth recipient of 
the award since its establishment in 
1924. He was graduated from Cornell 
U niversity in 1905 and served in that 
institution's geology department while 
doing graduate work. The Colorado 
School of Mines conferred an honor­
ary doctor o f science degree upon him 
in 1928. H e served w ith the U. S. 
Geological Survey between 1907 and 
1920; and from 1920 to 1924 was 
geologist for the Calumet and Hecla 
Consolidated Copper Co., conducting 
a special study of its mineral holdings. 
In the latter year he rejoined the Geo­
logical Survey to  aid in the preparation 
of a report on the copper deposits of 
Michigan. He later worked in Colo­
rado, giving special a ttention to  the 

molybdenum deposits. Since 
has been a member of the staff 

o f the University o f Arizona and has 
made numerous studies o f the mineral 
districts of the state.
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Frank /  lerze$h Develops Tukeless Fire
Announcement has been made by J. 

F. Collyer, president of the B. F. 
Goodrich Co., that the company has 
gone into production of a puncture- 
sealing tubeless tire developed by Frank 
Herzegh, Delta ’30, tire development 
engineer with Goodrich.

The first announcement of the revo­
lutionary tire was made in 1942 when 
it was revealed that Herzegh’s experi­
ments w ith such a tire had been cul­
minated by success. This tire was used 
on combat vehicles for the military 
services during the war bu t after sev­
eral changes one was constructed for 
passenger cars which was termed suc­
cessful in May 1947 and went into 
production in June 1947.

The tubeless tire combines the punc­
ture-sealing safety factor of certain 
tubes w ith improved riding qualities 
and in addition, has high resistance 
against bruising and remarkable ability 
to retain air pressure. The most impor­
tan t feature of this tire is its ability

to snuggle against the rim so as to 
create an airtight fit. Rayon cord is 
used in building the carcass. The in­
terior under the tread and shoulders is 
lined with a soft sticky rubber. This 
provides the puncture-sealing factor. 
In appearance the tubeless casing is 
much the same as the ordinary tire; 
design and construction changes make 
the difference.

Collyer estimated that at least seven
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per cent of the conventoinal tire equip- Brother Herzegh is a native of
ment rubber content will be saved by Cleveland and still lives there, his ad-
this new tubeless tire through elimina- dress being 18S04 Kensman Road,
tion of inner tubes and flaps. N o Shaker Heights, Ohio. H e joined

Goodrich immediately after his gradu­
ation as a physicist and became a tire 
construction engineer in November

special tools are required to  mount the 
new tire and inner tube eliminatio 

re repairing necessary becaus 
r  other causes of deflation. 1940.

Cm

Co,
Comdr. Charles O . Reinhardt, Kappa 

’34, was senior staff civil engineer 
with Commander Byrd’s expedition to 
the South Pole. As officer in charge

dr. C. O . Reinhardt O n  Byrd’s S ta ff
one of his first jobs— tha t o f super­
vising the building of a steel-mat air­
field landing strip, which was given 
top priority in shore operations.

Formerly w ith the U. S. Waterways 
Experiment station a t Vicksburg, 
Miss., and the Illinois W ater survey in 
Urbana. Commander Reinhardt en­
tered the naval reserve as a lieutenant 
(j.g .) in May, 1940, went on active 
duty the following November. His 
stay in the warm climate of the South 
Pacific— specifically on the island of 
Bora-Bora 12 5 miles northeast of Ta­
hiti— lasted two years, during which 
time he was advanced to  lieutenant 
commander. A fter his return to  the 
states he was assigned to the advanced 
base proving ground, Davisville, R. I., 
as personnel officer, and later proving 
ground officer, until he went on ter­
minal leave in October, 1945. Before 
the war started he was stationed at 
Baltimore, Maryland, with the San 
Juan, P. R., construction officer.he found

i n . I  I '  I M
and airfield constructioi 
o f unloading, transportat

SJeorye Shue W o rL  on O iant Planes
D r. George L. Shue, Honorary Psi, 

fo r many years professor o f physics 
and mathematics a t Montana School 
of Mines, has received national recog­
nition for his ability as a physicist,

w ith his appointment to the post of 
chief of aerodynamics at the new 
naval ordnance laboratory at Ana- 
costia, Maryland.

D r. Shue left the "Mines” at the
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stare of the war to work in the physics 
laboratory and research department of 
the Consolidated A ircraft Corp. in 
California. While he was in this work 
Consolidated produced t h e  B-24, 
known during the war as the Libera­
tor, and has just completed the XB36, 
the world’s largest bomber which will 
carry 30 tons o f bombs to  any point 
in the world and return. This plane 
has a wing span of 236 feet and is 163 
feet long. Dr. Shue also worked on the 
details of the new 240 convoy, a new 
high speed 40-passenger liner.

In his work on these planes Dr. 
Shue followed his deep interest in avi­

ation which started years ago when he 
made up a chart which provided a 
handy reference to determine the dew- 
point. This is essential a t all airports 
and is widely used. When the war 
started and the primary pilot training 
began in Butte, at the Fox flying 
school, Dr. Shue was in charge of the 
ground school work and also learned 
to fly.

The degree of master of science in 
chemical engineering was conferred 
upon Dr. Shue by the Colorado School 
o f Mines, and in 1930 he received his 
doctorate from the University of 
Southern California.

A- V .  Weihel Advances
A rthur V. Wiebel, N u  '28, has been 

appointed vice president in charge of 
operations of the Tennessee Coal, Iron 
and Railroad Co. with head-quarters in 
Birmingham, Alabama.

Brother Wiebel went to  Birming­
ham recently from Pittsburgh where 
he was assistant to the vice president 
in engineering and operations of the 
United States Steel Corporation of 
Delaware.

In 193 3 he joined U. S. Steel as an 
estimator in the Engineering Depart­
ment of the Carnegie-Illinois Corpora­
tion’s Youngstown, Ohio, plant. After 
occupying positions of responsibility in 
engineering and operations, he became 
chief engineer for the corporation in 
the Pittsburgh D istrict in 1940, later 
the same year was promoted to assis­
tan t vice president in engineering and 
operations of the Corporation of Dela-

During the W ar Brother Wiebel 
served as an executive consultant to 
the director o f the Steel Division of 
the W ar Production Board.



T H E  GEAR OF T H E TA  TAU

Neville Gets Lincolns $1700 Award

Robert J. Neville, Delta ’38, is the 
author of the paper which won the 
third Functional Machinery Classifi­
cation Award of $1,700 in the $200,- 
000 Design-f o r-Progress Program 
sponsored by The James F. Lincoln 
Arc Welding Foundation. He has been 
with the Electric Controller and Man­
ufacturing Company in Cleveland for 
nine years and is superintendent of the 
plant. Brother Neville attended Case 
Institute of Technilogy where he was 
active in class activities. He was Edi­
tor of Case Yearbook; president o f his 
class; Case Honor Key Man and 
wrestling captain. Brother Neville 
lives a t 3045 W arrington Road, Shaker 
Heights, Ohio.

Professor A l  I. Signer N  ame J D  ean
M. I. Signer, Iota ’23, head of the 

department o f mining, has been named 
dean of the faculty of the Colorado 
School of Mines. He has been head of 
the department of mining engineering 
since 1943, and since 1929 has been 
a member of the faculty of that de­
partment. Before entering the teach­
ing field he had been engineer for the 
state highway department o f Illinois

and engineer for the Original Mining 
and Milling Co. o f California. Dean 
Signer is well-known in mining and 
other mineral engineering circles, and 
is a member of several professional so­
cieties. Recently he was elected vice 
president of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, and is president 
of the Rocky Mountain Athletic Con­
ference.

W . A l  Games, R C A 's N ew  Afanager
RCA’s new manager of receiving the company in 1930. H is position

tube engineering is Wallace M. James, before taking over as manager was that
Zeta ’25. This im portant promotion of supervisor o f receiving tube devel-
marks the fif th  step-up since joining opment.

The Graduate Magazine
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JSlelclen W ins $ 3 2 0 0  Prize
Among the winners o f the 467 

awards in the $200,000 Design-For- 
Progress Program sponsored by The 
James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foun­
dation is Richard M. Nelden1 Lambda 
’36. He is the author of the paper 
winning the first Personal Service 
Machinery Classification Award of 
$3,200. He has been w ith the Ameri­
can Blower Corporation in Detroit for 
ten years and is Supervisor o f Research 
in their Fluid Drive Section. This work 
involves the research and development 
of fluid drives and bearings and the 
supervision of field tests and service. 
Previous to his connection with this 
firm, he surveyed for the U tah State 
Road Commission. He is a member of 
the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers and has served as Vice Chair-

Lt. George W . Ferry Av, 
British ALilitary Gross

One of only 46 Americans to be 
thus honored, Lt. George W . Terry, 
Tau ’42, in December 1946 was 
awarded the British Military Cross at 
ceremonies in the British embassy in 
Washington. During his four years in 
service he was wounded five times, 
earned three Silver Stars, four Bronze 
Stars, the Distinguished Service Cross, 
and the Infantrym an’s Combat Badge. 
July 1946 he reenlisted and is now 
stationed at Ft. Knox, Kentucky. On 
July 29, 1946 he was married to Shir­
ley Lee Robinson of Binghampton, N.
Y. The citation accompanying the 
Military Cross reads "O n February 23, 
1945, during an advance in darkness 
by his company through dense woods 
near Selhausen, Germany, Lieutenant 
T erry, the executive officer, assumed

man of that organization. The Neldons 
live at 18451 Rutherford S t r e e t ,  
Detroit, Michigan.

rt/ec/

command of elements o f the company 
when one of the other officers was 
wounded by a booby-trap. Taking a 
position a t the head of the group, he 
courageously led them forward. Con­
stantly in danger of anti-personnel 
mines, which he could not detect in 
the darkness, as well as the hazards of 
a booby-trapped area, he disregarded 
all personal dangers and led his force 
through the danger area with a mini­
mum of casualties. Lieutenant Terry’s 
great courage and unfaltering leader­
ship enabled his company to launch 
its attack as scheduled.” Lt. and Mrs. 
T erry can be addressed at Colonial 
Hill, c /o  Tibbetts, RD  No. 4, Eliza­
bethtown, Kentucky.

Syracuse A lum ni News
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7. IV. Plante Alamed Superintendent

jeo rg e  ta ke s  $1500

Author of the paper winning the 3rd 
Research and Education Classification 
Award of S l1SOO in the $200,000 Dc- 
sign-For-Progress Program sponsored 
by The James F. Lincoln Arc Welding

The appointment of T . W . Plante, 
N u '23, as superintendent of the Eliza 
department o f its Pittsburgh Works 
was announced by Jones & Laughlin 
Steel Corporation.

Brother Plante has been superinten­
dent o f blast furnaces, coke works 
and docks a t the Otis Works in Cleve­
land since 1943. He joined J & L in 
1923 starting in the Eliza blast fu r­
nace department, and in 1929 was 
made assistant superintendent of that 
department.

Arc W elJin3 Prize
Foundation is P. F. George. He has 
been w ith The Dow Chemical Com­
pany in Midland for thirteen years and 
is a Metallurgist doing research on 
magnesium and its alloys. Since Deing 
w ith The Dow Chemical Company, he 
has worked as analytical chemist, 
materials engineer, and metallographer. 
Brother George has written a number 
of articles on Magnesium metallo­
graphy, which have been published. 
H e also received a special award for a 
series of views and first prize in light 
metals classification for photomicro­
graphs in the Metallographic Exhibit 
of the N ational Metal Congress held in 
A tlantic C ity in 1946. Brother George 
attended Michigan College of Mining 
and Technology and was graduated 
from there in 1932 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Chemical Engineer­
ing. His home is a t 810 State Street, 
Midland, Michigan.
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CA arIes ILucltnan in the N  ews
Hardly a year goes by but the G ear 

has an account of the doings of 
Charles Luckman, Kappa ’30, who has 
had a spectacular rise in the business 
world. His accession to  the presidency 
of Lever Brothers was noted last fall. 
Now, however, he is again newsworthy 
because of his public service as chair­
man of the President’s 26-man C iti­
zens Food Committee. Obviously,

Brother Luckman was well aware of 
the difficulties and problems to which 
he would fall heir in accepting the ap­
pointment. Ncverthless, he cheerfully 
accepted this rather thankless task and 
has made good on the U. S. guarantees 
of food to Europe.

W hat was that we heard about en­
gineers being indifferent to public 
problems?

CT. X Craverson Becomes
Brother C u r t i s  L. Graverson, 

Omega ’43, has assumed the position 
formerly held by Mr. Ralph Smith as 
an instructor in Metallurgy at the 
South Dakota School of Mines. A fter 
graduation he was engaged as a metal-

Instructor
lurgical engineer for General Motors, 
doing metallurgical and physical test­
ing work as well as special assignments, 
until October 1945. He received his 
Master’s degree in 1946 from the U ni­
versity of Utah.

According to the tale, the professor 
in a college in Scotland was giving a 
demonstration of the properties of 
various acids.

"N ow ,”  he said, " I  am going to drop 
this two-shilling piece into this glass 
of acid. Will it dissolve?”

"N o, sir,”  replied one of the stu-

"No?” said the demonstrator. "Then 
perhaps you will explain to  the class 
why it  won’t dissolve?”

"Because,”  came the answer, ' ' I f  it 
would you wouldn’t drop it in.”

Little Woman (anxiously watching her 
husband repair lamp p lu g ) : "Careful, 
dear, there may be some electricity left

Willie: "Paw, w hat is discretion?” 
Father: " I t ’s something, son, that 
comes to a man after he’s too old for 
it to do him any good.”

Old Maid: " I ’ve just been reading some 
statistics. Do you know that every time 
my watch ticks a good man dies?” 
O ther Old Maid: "For goodness sake, 
let it  run down.”

Prospective father-in-law: " Y o u n g  
man, are you sure you can support a

Bridegroom-to-be: "Well, no, sir. I was 
just planning to support your daugh­
ter, the rest of you will have to shift 
for yourselves.”

First farmer: "I see, ’cordin’ to the 
paper, your boy at M.S.C. is a very fast 
runner. I t says he 'fairly burnedup’ the 
track during the race yesterday. I 
suppose you was there, and saw him 
do it.”
Second Farmer: "Well, I  was there all 
right, bu t got there too late to see the 
race. However, I did see the track, and 
there was nothin’ bu t cinders.”



T H E  GEAR OF T H ETA  TAU

Letters to the Eclitc



T H E  GEAR OF T H ETA  TAU



Thanks for the 
wishes, Brother I

fee than formerly 
e the G ear as long 
mailing addresses, 

be at the following



TH E  GEAR O F T H ETA  TAU 2)











T h e  G E A R  o f T H E T A  T A U

O F F I C I A L  P U B L I C A T I O N O F  T H E  F R A T E R N I T Y

P. L. Mercer, Omicron '21 and J. W. Hove, Omicron '24

210 ENGINEERING HALL IOWA CITY, IOWA

Subscription $1.00 a Year Life Subscription $15.00

VOLUME XXXVII FALL, 1947 NUMBER I

REGIONAL MEETINGS

During the war years, we, in 
common w ith other organizations, 
found it necessary to suspend such 
activities as National Conventions and 
Regional Meetings. Last winter our 
first post-war convention was held in 
Louisville, Kentucky. It thoroughly 
demonstrated the value as well as the 
popularity of such events by being our 
largest and best attended convention 
in history. The inspiration of that 
meeting extended into every active 
chapter through its members and Ad­
visers who were there, and to  a less 
extent to our graduate chapters reprc-

Now it is time for us to return to 
our regional meetings as another rich 
source of mutual benefit and pleasure. 
These gatherings can usually be gener­
ously attended by members o f the 
participating chapters as geography is 
less of a problem than on the national 
scale of a convention. Then too, the 
different type of business conducted, 
is of more general interest than the 
rather formal work of a convention. 
In these sessions, we get down to  the 
brass tacks of chapter operations and 
everyday problems. The discussions and 
exchange of ideas which they permit

are of inestimable value and apparently 
can be accomplished in no other way.

The "Fraternal bond” within all of 
us is surely strengthened and stimu­
lated by the friendly associations of 
such assemblies. N ot all the time 
should be used in conferences and busi­
ness sessions for we well know that 
all work and no play is not a good 
design for modern living. The festive 
board and the sparkle of informal stag 
or mixed parties can contribute their 
full share of enjoyment and mutual 
understanding to the successful re­
gional meeting.

Doubtless a series of these meetings 
will be scheduled and held this year. 
Let them be well planned and well 
conducted. Then, if they are well 
attended, they will be quite worth 
while and thoroughly enjoyed.

NUMBERS

It is apparent from the chapter let­
ters tha t throughout the fraternity 
pledges and members are unusually 
numerous; this condition has pre­
vailed for the past two years. The rea­
sons for this situation arc not hard to 
find. College enrollments are far be­
yond prewar figures. Before the wai
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there were1 approxiimately 100,000 en-
gineering studenl:s in this country;
now the number exceeds 300,000.
Thus, the chapter:s have many more to
choose from and can maintain large
groups w ithout lowering standards.
Secondly, many chapters had unex-
pected mambers of alumni return,
sometimes nearly ais many as there were
members cin campus. In such situations
the chaptt:rs had no choice but to ask
for permiiision to increase the chapter
size. N ot to have done so would have
meant derlying membership to regular
members o f the fraternity. Thirdly, we
are in a period of prosperity when
everyone seems t<o be able to lay his
hands on enough money to  do the
things he wants to  do. Hence, some
who formerly might not have joined a
fraternity for financial reasons now
do not hes i this account.

Present conditions may not prevail
for long. Certainly, there is evidence 
already that college enrollments and 
numbers o f returning alumni have 
passed their peak. Perhaps it may not 
be long before chapters will return, 
for natural reasons, to their normal 
sizes. However, should this not be the 
case, it is our opinion that the chap­
ters should arbitrarily reduce their 
numbers to the constitutional limit.

A small chapter is usually weak. 
Somehow, a small group does not have 
the appearance of a going concern and 
is therefore less likely to  be influential

And then there’s the story of the 
pompous tycoon who was reading a 
prepared speech to a meeting of big 
shots. "The average business man is 
tired,” he thundered, pausing now and 
again to adjust his glasses. "H e has 
worked twenty hours a day on war 
work, and more recently on recon­
version problems. He is physically and

or popular. Chapters should diligently 
keep their membership above 20 for 
this reason. However, large chapters 
may also be weak for the simple rea­
son that there are so many members 
that there is no opportnuity for many 
of them to develop the close fraternal 
bond which should exist. The story is 
told of two college men who left a 
sorority house at closing time and set 
off together toward the fraternity 
district some distance away. Names 
were exchanged and an interesting 
conversation on the habits and customs 
of coeds occupied their attention dur­
ing the long walk. Finally one said, 
"Well, here's my fraternity house. 
Good night.” and turned in. "D o you 
live here?” said the other. "Why, so 
do I!"

O ur Founders and subsequent con­
stitutional committees have wisely set 
a lim it upon chapter size. The possibil­
ity of situations arising which necessi­
tate an increase in size has been fore­
seen and provision made for exceeding 
the limit for valid reasons. However, 
the lim it is still a sensible one. There 
is little virtue in having so many mem­
bers that all cannot know each other 
well. O n the other hand, the lim it of 
40 enables any chapter to have a strong 
group which can contain all o f the 
leading lights on the campus. We be­
lieve the chapters will profit, in the 
long run, by adhering to the consti­
tutional lim it on chapter size.

mentally exhausted. But what a Iead- 
pipe cinch he has had compared to the 
defenseless secretaries who have had to 
type all this interminable hogwash.” 
The delighted audience let out a roar 
of laughter. The tycoon turning brick 
red, gazed at his script in disbelief, and 
mumbled, "Extraordinary! I never 
dictated anything like that!"
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Kenneth John Moriarty, Bridgewater, 
South Dakota 

William Edgar McLaughlin, B e lle

Edward Freidhoff Jacobson, Jr., Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota 

Paul Albert Lamont, Turon, Kansas 
Gerald Clay Mathis, Bloomington, Indi-

Bernard Neil Sutfin, Opal, South Da-

South Dakota
GAMMA BETA 

Frank Atherton Howard, New York

Frank Burkhcad Weathersbee, Jr., Wash­
ington, D. C.

John Taylor Dallas, Mt. Rainier, Mary-

Fremont H. Jewell, Clsevy Chase, Mary- 

Minnesota

D. C.
Julian Mansour Showkeir, Arlington,

Elmer George Sunday, Jr., New Cumber-

Dwin Richardson Craig, Arlington, Vir-

John Henry Slothower, Washington. 
D. C

Women are like newspapers because: 
They have forms; are made up; have 
bold types; they always have the last 
word; back numbers are not in de­
mand; they have a great deal o f in ­
fluence; they are well worth looking 
over; you cannot believe everything 
they say; they carry the news 
wherever they go; they are never afraid 
to speak; they are much thinner than 
they used to be; every man should 
have one of his own and not borrow 
from his neighbors.

The man who boasts, "I run things 
around this place,”  usually refers to 
the lawn mower, washing machine, 
vacuum cleaner, baby carriage, and 
errands.

174 Robert Wellcnsick, Manville, Washing- 

DELTA BETA 

Kentucky

174 Russell Gilbert Raush, Laurellette, New 

17 S Richard Meyer Leach, Jeffersonville,

176 John Edward Straub, Louisville, Ken-

177 Walter Wyvill Wood, Louisville, Ken-

178 Delmar Kenneth Tucker, Louisville,
Kentucky

179 Ewing Mack Donahoue, Louisville, Ken-

180 Robert James Buch, Louisville, Kentucky
181 Howard F.ledridge Barrect, Jr., Louis-

182 Irvin Lee Johnson, Louisville. Kentucky

184 Kenneth Ray Whitehousc, Louisville, 
Kentucky

" If  you are good children, I’ll take 
you to  a nudist colony tonight,” said 
the mama mosquito to her flock.

Customer: "Give me a box of CIO
matches.”

Clerk: "W hat are CIO  matches?” 
Customer: "The kind tha t strike any-

w hen,"

Blonde: " I  can’t figure out the
trouble with that man over there. He
was trying to flirt with me a few
minutes ago, and now he vvon’t even
look at me.”
Brunette: "Maybe he saw me come in.
H e’s my husband."
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L o ,  A n 3J e .  U  V a r ie ty  J O .  apters Represented

T w in  C ity  A lu m n i H a v e  F ine M e e tin 3
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Tired after a hard 
I congressman in W

I wish I had gone through
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sent to Seneca, South Dakota,
Steinburg. Wesley E., '47, has a teaching

in Seattle, Washington.
Trompeter, Richard W., '47, is engineer for

City, South Dakota. '
Zimmerman, Robert C., '47, is with Long­

view Fibre Co.. Longview, Washington, as

GAMMA BETA
Sheiry, John S., '37, is now associated with 

Barton F. Sharp Be Son in the insurance 
business in Bridgeton, New Jersey. He writes 
that his engineering course has been very 
helpful and gives his address as 4 North

Vartia, Carl Olavi, '37, is engineer with the

Downey, Paul William. '38, is project man­
ager for the Wm. L. Crow Construction Co.,

101 Park Avenue, New York 17, New York. 
Home is at 17 Harding Avenue, Clark 
Township, Route #3, Box 606, Rahway,

Wricht, Harry Otis, Jr., '40, is chief engi­
neer, Public Airport Service Inc., Colorado 
Bldg., Washington, D. C, and lives at 3431 
19th Street N., Arlington. Virginia.

Pastoria, Tomas A., '43, wants his Gears 
sent to P. O. Box 116, Santiago de Ios Cabal-

DELTA BETA
Crim, Thoxias Jr., '39, is now living at 124 

West 29th Street, Wilmington 239, Del. 
Smith, Donald Edward, '46, wants his mail

York. He is in the contract engineer divi­

sion of the Standard Oil Development Co. 
Zabban, Zeno, '47, is now with the U. S.

Germany.

Oliver Wendell Holmes, the poet, 
was small of stature. Once when he 
attended a meeting he was found in 
a group of tall men which made his 
diminutive size all the more conspi­
cuous. One of them somewhat wag­
gishly remarked, "Well, Dr. Holmes, 
I think you must feel rather small 
among all these big fellows.” Dr. 
Holmes answered, " I  do. I feel like 
a dime among a lot of pennies.”

Looking over the job applications 
to  see if they had been properly filled 
ou t, a personnel director came across 
one which read: "Age of father, if 
living— 120, Age of mother, if living 
— 112."

H e called the applicant over and 
asked in astonishment, "But your par­
ents aren’t  tha t old, are they?"

"O h no, sir,” was the reply, "But 
they would have been, if living.”

"Pop, did Edison invent the first 
talking machine?”

"N o, son. God made the first one. 
What Edison did was invent one you 
could shut o ff.”

The timid young man was asking 
for a raise.

"You see, sir," he said, "m y wife 
thinks I’m not making enough money 
and advises me to ask for an increase.” 

"I understand,” said the boss, nod­
ding his head, "and I’ll ask my wife if 
I can give it to you.”

Sign in a cafe: " If  you want to put 
your ashes and cigarette butts in your 
cup and saucer let the waitress know 
and she will serve the coffee in the ash

Cop: "How did you knock this 
pedestrian down?”

Motorist: " I  didn't. I just pulled up 
to him, stopped the car to wait for 
him to  pass, and he fainted.”
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