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F ift een tfi B  iennial (Convention
S t. Louis, A4issouri, D ecem ber 2p=31, Ip41

As fateful 1941 drew to a close, the 
delegates to Theta Tau’s Fifteenth 
Convention assembled in St. Louis. 
Pearl Fiarbor had leaped into the head­
lines only three weeks before and 
people everywhere still wondered why 
our navy had not found the Japanese 
fleet and destroyed it. Executive 
Council and delegates alike realized 
that war would bring difficulties and 
problems to  the fraternity  —  might 
even prevent the assembling of dele­
gates two years hence. A n atmosphere 
o f seriousness pervaded the conven­
tion’s activities.

Headquarters for the 15 th  Biennial 
Convention in St. Louis, Missouri, were 
at the Coronado H otel located in the 
3700 block on Lindell Blvd. Accom­
modations were most satisfactory, and 
being out o f the business district, 
there were not too many distractions 
to  interfere with the affairs o f the 
Convention.

O n the afternoon of December 28 
the Executive Council held its prelim­
inary meeting. The effect of the war 
was fully discussed and plans were 
outlined for meeting possible emerg­
encies. Apparent to  all was the fact 
th a t the fraternity  would enter the 
war period in a strong and healthy 
condition.

Specific organization of the conven­
tion business occupied the Council 
until evening when examination of 
the delegates was begun by Grand 
Marshal Curtis. W hen the convention 
opened on December 29 the following 
delegates and alternates were in a t­
tendance.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
Russell G. Glass, Sigma '24, Grand Regent 
Ralph W. Nusser, Zeta '28, Grand Vice-Regent 
E. J. Schrader, Alpha '01, Grand Scribe 
Jamison Vawier, Zeta '16, Grand Treasurer 
D. D. Curtis, Omicron '19, (Hon.) Grand 

Marshal

Joseph Skovholt, Alpha '31, Grand Outer Guard 
CHAPTER DELEGATES 

Alpha: Argan N. Johnson, '43 
Beta: Lawrence M. Barrett, '42

Epsilon: Max D. Crittenden, Jr., '39 
Zeta: Franklin Lichty, '43 
Theta: William T. Griffiths. Jr., '42 
Iota: Robert L. Stowell, '42 
Lambda: Rulon A. Callister, '42 
Mu: William D. Jordan. '42 
Nu: Max L. Williams, Jr., '43 
Omicron: James Jorgenson, '42

Rho: James M. Sturkey, '42 
Sigma: James J. Whitsett, '42 
Tau: Irving A. Hoize, '43 
Upsilon: Floyd Parker Helms, '42 
Phi: Warren G. Miller, '42

Psi: Willard Leskela, '43 
Omega: Edward R. Gamberg1 '42

Delta Beta: Ernest Witten, '43 
ALTERNATES 

Alpha: Eberhard Hoerschgen, '43 
Beta: Fred M. Walker, Jr.. '42 
Zeta: Charles H. Paulette, '44 
Iota: William D. Busch, '42 
Nu: William L. Hanna, '42 
Omicron: Roman T. PuithotT, '42

Gamma Beta: Samuel B. Myers, '42 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS 

Capitol City: Norman Ames, Gamma Beta '17 
Twin City: Joseph Skovholt, Alpha '31 
Chicago: H. H. Hopkins, Beta '08 
Cleveland: Russell Glass, Sigma '24 
Kansas City: R. W. Nusser, Zcta '28 
Intermountain: W. O. Eldredge, Lambda '23, 

Delegate 
E. J. Schrader, Alpha '03, 

Alternate
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Visiting brothers swelled the Con­
vention roll to a total of 67.

Following the formal opening of 
the Convention, Grand Marshal Curtis 
gave the report o f the Credentials 
Committee. Delegates from Chi, 
Theta, Beta, Gamma Beta, and Iota 
received ratings of excellent and those 
from Epsilon, Mu, Rho, Omicron, 
Alpha, Psi, Omega, and Gamma were 
rated good. The remaining chapters 
were given other ratings.

Grand Regent Glass announced 
committee assignments, taking care to 
see tha t each delegate and alternate 
had work to do. Brother Glass, then 
proceeded with the Grand Regent’s re­
port which, as usual, had many con­
crete suggestions. Chief among them 
was the thought that chapters should 
prepare for the war period by enlarg­
ing their enrollments so that losses to 
the service would not leave them un­
dermanned, by seeing that accounts 
were not allowed to  become delinquent 
and that a good reserve is built up, 
and by planning a chapter program 
for the year’s activity. During the 
biennium the Grand Regent visited 18

chapters and three alumni associations 
and assisted as well in conducting one 
of the four regional meetings held in 
this period. He reported a voluminous 
correspondence, rivalling that o f the 
Grand Scribe, and stated tha t there 
had been more requests to permit chap­
ter enrollments exceeding 40 men than 
ever before.

Founder and Grand Scribe Erich 
Schrader next presented his report. 
His records showed a total enrollment 
of 8143 members, 804 being added 
during the biennium. H e recalled 
that the increase in the preceding bi­
ennium had been 703. The Grand 
Scribe reported w riting 2042 letters in 
the past two years —  many of these 
being follow-ups necessitated by the 
neglect of chapter officers to comply 
w ith official requests. Brother Schrader 
visited six chapters and tw o alumni 
associations as well as assisting at the 
regional meetings a t Lambda Chapter.

Grand Vice-Regent Nusser reported 
visits to four chapters, the formation 
of two alumni clubs, and the prepara­
tion of the pledge manual. The latter 
task resulted in a manuscript embody­
ing ideas gleaned from the manuals of 
other fraternities, members o f the Ex­
ecutive Council and from Theta Tau 
chapters who responded to a circular 
le tter from Brother Nusser. The pro­
posed manual was turned over to the 
Publications Committee for its con­
sideration, thereby bringing to a head 
a m atter which has been discussed at 
several conventions.

Grand Treasurer Vawter next took 
the floor and convinced the delegates 
that the fraternity’s funds were in 
capable hands. His report showed 
little change in the general financial 
picture, the fraternity  being in a sound 
condition. T he  G ear endowment for 
alumni subscriptions had again in­
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creased. The Grand Treasurer strongly 
recommended returning to  the former 
method of assessing active dues since 
experience w ith the present system has 
been unsatisfactory. A t the conclu­
sion of the formal report. Brother 
Vawter gave his customary advice to 
the delegates in regard to expenses. To 
the amusement of all, he made it crys­
tal clear tha t the transactions in the 
" Jug” (hot sandwiches @ $1.25) and 
the "Coal Hole” (hotel bar) were not 
to be placed on an expense account.

The Monday afternoon session opened 
w ith the Grand Marshal’s report. Bro­
ther Curtis reviewed the lines of co­
operation between his office and the 
chapters and stressed the fact that 
these lines would require close atten­
tion in the times ahead in order that 
the membership record of the fra ter­
nity  be kept accurately. Brother 
Curtis reported visits to tw o chapters, 
one of which was Gamma Beta, host 
to a regional conference.

Brother Thomas C. Adams, Lambda 
’22, making a hurried visit to  the Con­
vention on his way to  Washington, D. 
C ., was introduced and spoke briefly 
to  those assembled regarding his work 
as Chairman of the Education Com­
mittee of the A.S.C.E. H e urged all 
engineering students to  complete their 
education before volunteering for any 
of the armed services; tha t the call is 
fo r trained technical men in the war 
industries and tha t the emphasis is now 
on where a man can serve his country 
best.

The impressive memorial ceremony 
honoring our members who passed 
away during the past biennium was 
given just before the noon recess.

Grand Inner Guard Ames in a brief 
report pointed ou t that during half 
of his term he was in the U. S. Army 
Air Corps and, during the other half,

Top: Curtis, Mercer, Glass, Daniels 
Center: Kalv, Daniels, Crittenden, Schrader, 

Hopkins. Skovholt 
Bottom: Helm, Stockmar, Stevenson, Critten­

den, Griffiths, Sturkey, Stowell

had been exceedingly busy. H e there­
fore had little opportunity to do more 
than judge the chapters competing for 
the Schrader Award. N o t long after 
he read his report he was notified to 
return immediately to Washington for 
active duty.

Grand Inner G uard Skovholt men­
tioned his part in conducting the re­
gional conference at Omicron and his 
work with Alpha Chapter and the 
Tw in C ity Alumni Association. He 
suggested the desirability of inviting 
chapter advisers to national conven-

The report of T h e  G ear Editors
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showed that 65 percent o f the alumn! 
who were entitled to receive T h e 
Gear and 100 percent of the actives 
were actually on the mailing list, the 
average coverage of those eligible be­
ing 75 percent. Gear costs were lower 
this biennium than last and within the 
income received from active dues and 
T h e G ear endowment fund.

Past Grand Regent Hopkins reported 
on the Professional Interfraternity 
Conference, describing its annual meet­
ing held in October.

Chapter reports were next and 
many good comments were made by 
the delegates as to successful plans and 
projects in the home chapters.

Tuesday morning was given over to 
reports of committees who had worked 
industriously (among other things) 
Monday night. Before beginning. 
Grand Regent Glass reminded all that 
"previous commitments” should not 
interfere with attendance at the in­
itiation that evening— absence without 
leave drawing a penalty of a 25 per­

cent reduction in expense refunds from 
the national treasury.

The Audit Committee, having ex­
amined the accounts of the Grand 
Treasurer, and of T he  G ear Editors, 
reported them accurate and in good

The Chapter Awards Committee of­
fered several amendments to the scor­
ing system which were adopted. Ex-
perience during the la t  two bienniums
offered a guide in rev sing the contest
rules.

The Constitution Committee pre-
sented amendments overing the pos-
sibility g a convention
biennia Iy during the war period but
after ome discussion the convention
agreed to handle the na tter  by resolu-
tion. The committ e recommended
the revocation of the amendment, en-
acted t the last cor vention relating
to pay ment of dues following initia­
tion and the recommendation carried.

Upo recommenda tion of the In­
signa Committee the convention ad-
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opted an alumni charm which could 
be worn on a w atch chain and would 
serve as a means of recognition. The 
charm is not to  be worn by under­
graduates.

The Songs Committee rounded up 
a large collection of Theta Tau songs 
among the delegates and referred them 
to the Publications Committee for in­
clusion in the Pledge Manual.

The committee on Regional Meet­
ings presented a proposal from the 
Grand Regent tha t Regional Directors 
be appointed in the districts set up 
for regional meetings. A fter hearing 
the many advantages of such a plan 
the proposal was adopted.

One of the im portant things to

Tuesday evening SO men sat down 
to the Convention banquet w ith D. L. 
Moody, Iota ’24, acting as toastmaster. 
AU were pleased to have Albert Man- 
gelsdorf, ’12, a charter member and 
first regent of Zeta Chapter a t this 
gathering. Following the meal, Beta 
Chapter was presented w ith the Erich 
J. Schrader award for the best chapter 
during the biennium. Silver candle­
sticks were also presented to Iota Chap­
ter, following which the Grand Regent 
announced that Max Crittenden of 
Epsilon had been selected by his fellow 
delegates as the outstanding delegate 
of the convention. Following the

ttt • i i r i
come from the convention was the de­
cision to publish a pledge manual. The 
Publications Committee’s recommen­
dation tha t the manuscript prepared 
by Brother Nusser be checked by Bro­
thers Hopkins and Daniels and sent to 
press was carried.

Upon a suggestion of Grand Inner 
Guard Ames, presented to the Conven­
tion by Brother Barrett (Beta) it was 
decided to elect, by secret ballot, the 
O utstanding Delegate o f the Conven­
tion. Accordingly the ballot was taken, 
out results not announced at this time.

A mock meeting contrasting im­
proper and proper conduct of such 
meetings was put on by several dele­
gates at the close of the afternoon 
session. Many recognized character­
istics of their home chapter meetings

banquet the Executive Council put on 
an impressive initiation ceremony for 
Jack Boerres of Iota Chapter.

The Wednesday morning session saw 
final action on the Pledge Manual and 
the enactment of a resolution extend­
ing the powers o f the Executive 
Council until the next convention, 
should it not be possible to hold it 
after the regular two-year period.

Delegate a t Large, Past Grand Re­
gent Daniels read his report, pointing 
out that perhaps the most effective 
procedure for an undergraduate in 
helping with the war effort is to re­
main in school and get his degree as 
quickly as possible. By so doing he 
can make available to industry another 
engineer at a time when the number 
available is entirely inadequate.
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The last business o f the convention 
was the nomination and election of 
the following national officers:
Grand Regent: Russell G. Glass, Sigma, 

Cleveland, Ohio 
Grand Vice-Regent: Ralph W . Nusser, 

Zeta, St. Louis, Mo- 
Grand Scribe: Erich J. Schrader, Alpha, 

Reno, Nev.
Grand Treasurer: Jamison Vawter, 

Zeta, Urbana, 111.

Grand Marshal: Donald D. Curtis, 
Omicron, Clemson, S. C.

G rand Inner Guard: Paul L. Mercer, 
Omicron, Keokuk, Iowa 

Grand O uter Guard: A. Dexter H inck­
ley, Theta, New York City 
Brother Paul Mercer was duly in­

stalled and the delegates turned back 
the reins to the Executive Council 
until the next convention.

Impressions o f  the (Convention
University o f Arkansas 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 
February 14, 1942 

Dear Brother Howe:
My impressions of the convention 

were those that I have never before 
experienced. I  never thought that the 
Fraternity affairs could be transacted
in Siach an orderly mannier. H alf of
the credit should g;o to the national
offici■rs whose genuirie inte rest in Theta
Tau made the convi;ntion a huge suc-
cess; the remaindei■, in my opinion.
goes to the delegate s and alternates.

During my too brief stay in St.
Louis with the Fratc-rnity,, I met what
I COIisidered to be the finest fellows in
the (:ountry, representing an excellent
cross-section of all the chapters. I 
have attempted to  convey to  Upsilon 
chapter some of my impressions of the 
convention. I f  the other delegates 
have done the same, we have a great 
Fraternity.

O n the other hand, I recall the 
"Cocoanut Grove” and that place 
where you fellows made me ride the 
hobby horses. The la tte r still makes 
me feel embarrassed. Remember that 
black one which told us to  tu rn  left 
and shake the knob on the second door.

W e never did locate that place, did 
we? I ’ll bet no one remembers the 
"Little  W hite House” which we tried 
to get in. O r did we?

Again, it was a privilege to be with 
such a swell lot of fellows. I only 
hope tha t I will run into some of you 
in the near future.

From the standpoint of the Chapter 
and myself, the convention was sucess- 
ful in every detail. We are looking 
forward to  the pledge manual.

Yours in H  Sc T ,
P arker H elms, Upsilon ’42 
Delegate from ’Arkansaw’

416 N . Chauncey St. 
W est Lafayette, Indiana 
February 12, 1942 

Dear Brother Howe:
Sorry, I  guess I’m not on the ball. 

O ur (including Hannah, Teskela, Stur- 
key, W itten, Stevenson, Jorgensen and 
Potthoff) most degrading experience 
was our trip  to  the "Casa Loma” dance 
hall on Monday night. Boy, we thought 
this would be great, especially after 
visiting "Tune Town” on Sunday 
night and liking it so well. We 
travelled some great distance, in what
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direction I know not, only to  find it 
was closed unless we could produce

all in vain though for we found the 
"Circle Bar;” need we say more?

Even w ith all the fun  etc. there was 
an ever tightening fraternal bond all 
through the meetings. This to me was 
the greatest impression left by the con-

If  anyone wishes to learn how to 
drink Scotch call on Brother Helms 
of Upsilon, he knows how.

The banquet was the best that I 
have ever attended and the jokes 
weren’t bad cither.

Ernie W itten only lost two pipes 
while a t St. Louis. His slogan should 
be "a pipe a day” or rather a nick­
name "Pipe a day W itten.” O f course 
we aren 't always leaning over a stool 
when we pull our pants up, bu t that 
is his excuse for losing one of his pipes 
so I guess we’ll have to believe him.

These are my impressions Brother 
Howe. Arrange them as you will or 
change them if you will. I  just sat 
down and rambled them off in the 
order in which they came to  me.

Yours in H  & T,
W arren G. Miller, Phi ’42

Lawrence, Kansas 
February 23, 1942 

Dear Brother Howe:
I am sorry I delayed answering your 

notice and delaying my bird’s-eye view 
of the 15 th  Biennial Convention. I 
know full well what you are under­
going for a t this very
trying o get t c the March issi
the Kansas Engineer. I have bu t one 
consolation, your letter was hecto- 
graphed which shows I am not the 
only offender.

Now for m y impressions of the

Convention. I arrived in the middle 
of the night with my eyes barely open 
but I could plainly see that the Coro­
nado H otel was no place for a poverty 
stricken lad like myself except in the 
company of an expense account.

When I arrived at the first session,
I was barely alive after my frigid trip 
on the train the preceding evening but 
soon got into the swing of things. 
A fter attending an E.C.M.A. conven­
tion at the University o f Illinois a few 
weeks before, I was almost overjoyed 
at the amount of constructive work 
tha t was done by the delegates and 
national officers.

To those whom it may concern, I 
succeeded in rounding up many of the 
fraternity  songs and relayed them to 
Brother Daniels to be included in the 
pledge manual.

Now on a lighter vein. Seems as 
though I always got caught in the 
rush to  the "Coal Hole” a t the end 
of the day. And following a luscious 
dinner in Coffee Shop, the party  which 
included Brothers Helms "A rky” of 
Upsilon, Griffiths of Theta, Olsen of 
Omega and numerous others adjourned 
to the "Cocoanut Grove.”

And never will I forget Borden of 
Pi, and his southern, southern accent.

Thanks to Brother Stowell and Iota 
Chapter for being most gracious and 
thoughtful hosts.

To me the most lasting impression 
of the whole convention was meeting 
and talking to Brother Erich Schrader. 
If  every member of Theta Tau could 
meet Brother Schrader he would be 
inspired and bound to Theta T au for 
life as I was. A fraternity  could not 
keep from flourishing with a founder 
like Brother Schrader and national of­
ficers such as we have.

Yours in H  Sc T ,
F ranklin  Lichty, Zeta Chapter
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The minutes of the convention will 
carry the business transacted and the 
brothers will cover some of the ex­
traneous details, bu t none knew of the 
presence of one "Sandy the Snoop.” 
Never fear brothers, he was not able 
to  pass the stalwart guards at the 
meetings, but he was ever present at 
the extra-curricular activities of the 
brothers. I t took two pieces of licorice 
and an all-day sucker to  secure the 
low-down from him, but he came 
through w ith this authentic abstract 
which I will pass on to the many chap­
ters that they may bring chagrin to 
their brothers w ith the tales they told 
about the convention. Quote Sandy 
the Snoop: "The boys were really
well-behaved and I noticed very little 
hilariousness. In  fact, I was a trifle 
disappointed tha t the Devil and I 
couldn’t  stir up more.

Sunday night, the fellows didn’t stir 
a bit. Too tired I guess. I  heard a 
lot of talk about credentials and ex­
aminations and saw a lot of fellows 
chewing their finger nails. Some of 
the boys did slip down to Tune Town 
to  dance w ith some of the St. Louis 
Belles.

I met them after the meeting in the 
Crystal Room on Monday afternoon 
and they looked as though they had 
been given the works. AU night long 
they met w ith one committee and then 
another. Every time I’d try  to snatch 
one of the fellows to  go ou t for a 
short one— here’d come the Big-Shot 
Glass w ith more work to  do. I did 
manage to  talk Johnson, Hoerschgen 
and Boyum, Alpha, Stevenson, Chi, 
and Busch, Iota, into a trip  to the 
Zodiac and the Barrel.

Tuesday was memorable indeed. 
A bout ten of the fellows met a beauti­
ful group of women and the two best 
looking brothers captured dates for

the evening. Crittenden, Epsilon, was 
a leader of a hoax chapter meeting in 
the afternoon. Later he was honored 
at the banquet by being selected the 
most active delegate at the convention. 
The banquet was quite lively due to 
a flow of scotch and sodas that a fter­
noon. Griffiths, Theta, was prefer­
ential to  martinis. Crittenden was 
satisfied w ith egg-nog. Imagine see­
ing our Editor a t the Jug also. He 
was priming for a column of jokes he 
had ready for the banquet. I fixed 
tha t by having the toastmaster intro­
duce him and setting him right down. 
Brother Hopkins came forward with 
some jokes of the first order.

Wednesday, I  followed fourteen of 
the boys ou t to the Annheuser-Busch 
brewery. They hastened over the pro­
duction and bottling end and settled 
down to  enjoy the distributing end. 
T hat evening I found Borden, Pi, and 
Stockmar, Gamma, at a New Year’s 
Eve party. Borden had a cute date, 
’cause those gals go for southern ac­
cents, and he had one.

So much for everything. I’m sorry 
I couldn’t  find more, bu t really, they 
were hard working boys.”

R. Stowell 
Regent, Iota Chapter

February 23, 1942 
Dear Brother Howe:

The convention was everything that 
a Theta T au convention should be. 
I  was very much pleased to  find the 
similarity in good-fellowship through­
out the fraternity. AU the delegates 
and alternates certainly were a nice 
bunch of fellows, and I enjoyed meet­
ing them and talking to them during 
our three days together. Too much 
can’t be said for our executive council; 
they not only handled the details and
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arrangement w ithout a hitch, but 
proved themselves to be "good Joes.” 

Prior to  this convention I thought 
tha t no where could there be such 
finesse in the modern art of "wolfing” 
as there is at Michigan Tech, bu t 
gladly do I relinquish any such claims 
to  Colorado School o f Mines’ Gamma 
Chapter and in particular one Ted 
Stockmar— how tha t man did move in 
on that little  luncheon gathering!

Then again there is the little  matter 
o f the "terrific” fire that occurred 
during our stay. O ur good Brother 
Walker, o f course, lost his head and 
ran like mad through the elaborate 
halls o f the Coronado looking for 
beautiful damsels to rescue (any dam­
sel would have done); however, the 
five alarm fire turned out to  be some­
w hat of a false alarm in the building 
next door— Oh well!

All in all the convention was very 
much a success and I hope that the 
fraternity  will be better because of it. 
W e have carried back ideas derived 
a t the convention to our chapter and 
I know we shall benefit by them.

I sincerely wish tha t every member 
o f Theta Tau could at some time or 
other attend one of our Biennial Con­
ventions, fo r it  certainly makes one 
realize what a fine organization we 
have. I know tha t I shall never for­
get the 15 th  Biennial.

Yours in H  & T,
L awrence M. Barrett, Beta ’42

Carnegie Tech 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
January 31, 1942

Dear Brothers:
I  hope you all staggered home safely 

and in good condition.
W e have had our first gathering and 

as a result of the convention, and es­

pecially due to the mock meeting pro­
cedure pu t on by Crittenden et al, we 
have sincerely decided to improve our 
meetings and carry out some of the 
ideas suggested. By the next one we 
hope to have all the necessary com­
mittees appointed and functioning.

A bunch of roses to Brother Helms 
of Upsilon for his contribution to 
hilarity. The boys have forgotten their 
staid selves and actually broke down 
in tears over "H iram  Johnson’s Con­
gressional Oration.”

Believing that girls are not the only 
things best "short and sweet,” I shall 
close this epistle by wishing you the 
best of luck, etc., etc.

In  H  & T,
Max L. W illiams, J r. 
N u  Chapter 

P.S. Prof. Daniels would be glad to 
receive any additional suggestions to 
be incorporated into the proposed 
Pledge Manual. Simply send them 
care of C. I. T.

148 Worden Avenue 
Syracuse, New York 
January 9, 1942 

Fraternal Greetings:
Sorry that this letter comes to  you 

late. As it happens, I had it written, 
except for minor corrections, but 
failed to get it off.

The past 15 th  Biennial Convention 
in St. Louis was my first convention 
as a member of Theta Tau. I had 
heard great reports about the regional 
conventions from my Brothers at Tau 
chapter, and therefore expected the na­
tional to be great. Certainly my ex­
pectations were fulfilled. The con­
vention was complete in every detail 
from the accommodations right down 
through the business sessions and ban­
quet. Brother Ralph Nusser deserves
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a vote of thanks for his outstanding 
work in making all necessary arrange­
ments for our convenience. I t was a 
great pleasure to meet the members of 
the Executive Council, the past grand 
officers, and the delegates and alter­
nates from the various chapters. The 
Executive Council certainly deserved 
reelection— those who were able to ac­
cept— and along w ith the past grand 
officers, should receive praise from 
every member of Theta T au for their 
undying interest in the fraternity.

Among the delegates and alternates, 
I made friends who I shall not soon 
forget. N ot only were they good rep­
resentatives, bu t also good "rounders.” 
Enough said. Brother Crittenden un­
doubtedly was the outstanding dele­
gate, bu t I do not think tha t we can 
overlook the fine work of Brother Sto- 
well of Iota, in helping Brother Nusser 
with the arrangements for the conven­
tion. I hope tha t I have conveyed to 
Tau chapter, or will be able to convey 
in the future, the fine fraternal feel­
ing, the information and ideas that I 
received by going to St. Louis.

Yours in H  & T,
Irving A. H otze, Tau '43

13 N orth Oklahoma 
Butte, Montana 
January 9, 1942 

Dear Brother Howe:
This is my attem pt at providing you 

with my views on the convention.
Stepping into a maze of thousands 

of people in the big city cast a shadow 
of doubt in my mind, a feeling of 
being in the wrong place, but upon 
my arrival at the hotel and making 
my first acquaintances I  felt entirely 
at ease, a feeling of being at home and 
knowing that I had been received with 
kindness and hospitality. To meet

such a fine group of men, to know 
them as my brothers, to work beside 
them, and to  share the greater mean­
ings of Theta T au, all have left me 
proud to be a brother in this fraternity.

Needless to  say, a true fraternal 
spirit was evident throughout the con-

pletely bound in fraternal fellowship 
greater than any of its kind. This 
essential fac tor plays a vital role in 
keeping a common interest in Theta 
T au at heart, and believe me when I 
say that it  impressed me more than 
words can express.

I wish to commend the Executive 
Council for their untiring efforts in 
giving advice and in officiating at the 
convention in such a thorough manner. 
Brother Schrader’s part in the initia­
tion created an everlasting impression 
in my mind as being straight from the 
heart, and you all will agree tha t he 
is a prince of a fellow.

This convention proved to be a mo­
mentous occasion in my life and I 
will always remember it as such. 
Furthermore, I look forward to re­
newing my friendships w ith many of 
you, someday, somewhere.

Yours in H  & T,
W illard Leskela, Psi ’43

2417 Haste Street 
Berkeley, California 
February 19, 1942 

Dear Brother Howe:
A Theta Tau Convention is a thing 

of which merely the shell can be de­
scribed in words. The real heart, as 
indeed of Theta Tau itself, is some­
thing that has to  be experienced. A 
part is meeting and living w ith swell 
fellows from all over the country, a 
part is sharing in the guidance of the 
fraternity  w ith the members of the
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Executive Council, and a still greater 
part is getting to  know these men who 
are not just our national officers, but 
guiding spirits of T heta Tau- All this 
combines in three short days into so 
concentrated a feeling of unity and 
enthusiasm, tha t there is no doubt that 
this is the real thing and that it should 
be shared by more of the brothers, and 
should be carried to  each chapter.

Now I am still worried about one 
brother whom we left in St. Louis 
about 9 A.M. New Year’s Day. The 
last I  remember he was asleep on the 
floor in 708 hoping he would wake up 
before train time. Also, I seemed to 
sense all the time we were looking at 
the stuff in that brewery tha t the en­
gineering was just a side issue, or else 
just to  work up a thirst. Anyway, 
thanks again Brother Nusser and our 
hosts o f Iota for hospitality unexcelled.

O n the way home I stopped off w ith 
a brother in Santa Fe, New Mexico, to 
do some skiing. W hat snow, what 
weather, W H A T  A CO U N TRY ! A 
few days later spent a day mushing 
around the south rim of the Grand 
Canyon kodachroming with Brother 
Anderson, Epsilon’s advisor who was 
returning from G. S. A. meetings in 
Boston. AU in all this was a trip that 
will not be soon forgotten.

California is a long way from St. 
Louis and in fact from the center of 
many of T heta Tau’s activities, yet 
through such contacts as this conven­
tion and others to come, Epsilon can 
keep in touch w ith the vital spirit that 
is Theta Tau.

Yours in H  Sc T ,
Max D. Crittenden ., J r. 
Epsilon ’39

j  the

January 28, 1942
Dear Brother Howe:

The 15 th  Biennial Convention was,

every way. Brother Nusser deserves 
highest praise for his very complete 
and efficient management of the whole 
affair. I think he even had that hotel- 
workers’ strike postponed a couple of 
days for our convenience. (By the 
way, I heard it rumored that said strike 
resulted from Ted Stockmar’s leaving 
a phony Colorado tax token for a tip 
in the Coffee Grill.)

Brother Glass certainly did an A-I 
job of handling the serious business of 
the convention. (These Theta Tau 
brothers seem plenty capable of hand­
ling their own monkey business, from 
the way some of them covered the St. 
Louis night spots.) Rumor has it that 
almost the entire Executive Council 
was seen drinking water in the Coal 
Hole— for chasers. Anyway, the Ex­
ecutive Council apparently had a great 
craving for water every morning when 
we would all wander down to meeting 
about the crack of noon. Maybe they 
just like  water. I don’t  know.

Seriously, though, the meetings were 
well conducted, and much important 
business was carried out during each 
session. Delegates and alternates worked 
very efficiently under the skillful guid­
ance of the older members. O utstand­
ing among the delegates were Max 
Crittenden, Epsilon, and Bob Stowell, 
Iota, who was Regent of the host 
chapter. Never have I had the oppor­
tun ity  of meeting a finer group of 
men than were assembled at the con­
vention. They were all men you 
would be proud to have as friends and 
brothers.

Personally, I gained a great deal 
from  attending the convention (and 
I don’t  mean that I sneaked an over­
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coat in on m y expense account). It 
has increased my already high respect 
for and interest in Theta Tau. I t has 
emphasized in my mind the desirability 
of working hard in striving to be 
truly qualified to wear our badge, for 
the rewards are great. I am extremely 
grateful for the opportunity tha t was 
given me.

Yours in H  & T,
Robert Stevenson 
Chi Chapter

11116 Magnolia Drive 
Cleveland, Ohio 
February 13, 1942 

Dear Brother Howe:
Your letter o f the I l th  arrived to­

day and I am indeed sorry that I 
haven’t written to  you sooner. First, 
I w ant to  thank you for helping so 
much in getting Brother Nusser’s draft 
o f the Pledge Manual accepted by the

Personally, I consider tha t the most 
im portant work of the convention, 
and I sincerely hope that its success 
will be as large as the reception it  re­
ceived a t the convention. I t justly 
deserves any praise which might be 
heaped upon it, and Ralph Nusser 
should get due credit in the book itself 
for the fine work.

From my personal standpoint, the

lated in Cleveland, away from the 
greater number of the chapters, we do 
not have the opportunity of meeting 
many alumni. It was truly a great 
experience for me to meet all o f them.

We of Delta had often been told of 
Erich Schrader and his work by Grand 
Regent Glass, bu t to meet him, to ob­
serve his keen interest, and to watch 
him in action was truly an experience 
in itself. H is part in the initiation

left an impression in my mind which 
will not be forgotten.

There’s much about the delegates to 
remember: the avid interest of Max 
Crittenden; the preparations of Bob 
Stowell; Max Williams always worry­
ing about Aeronautics; "Arkansaw” 
Helms trying to  ride the hobby horse 
in the local nitery; George Kalv al­
ways worrying; and last bu t not least 
tha t beautiful "skunk” coat of Ted 
Stockmar’s.

I hope I have answered your ques­
tions. I was deeply impressed w ith the 
entire proceedings, and I only hope 
that I have been able to impart to  my 
chapter some of these impressions. 

Yours in H  & T,
J o h n  R. T hom  an . Delta ’42

606 Lyons Avenue 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
March 4, 1942 

Dear Brother Mercer:
The main thing that impressed me 

a t the Biennial Convention, was the 
congeniality of the whole group. I 
didn’t know what things would be 
like when I arrived in St. Louis for 
I  really felt lost, bu t when I started 
meeting some of the brothers, i t  was 
like meeting some of my relatives that 
I had never known.

N ext, it was the helpful a ttitude of 
the Executive Council. We are fo r­
tunate to have such a fine group of 
gentlemen leading us.

T hird, the way the convention was 
carried out. Brother Nusser and the 
whole Executive Council should be 
congratulated.

The convention reminded me of a 
story I heard not long ago. While 
reading the paper, a man was being 
constantly annoyed by his young son, 
so the father tore a map of the world
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into small pieces and told his boy to 
put them together. To the father’s 
amazement, the son had the parts to­
gether perfectly in several minutes so 
the father asked how it was done. The 
boy said, "There was a man’s picture 
on the back. I  pu t him together and 
had the world.” The Convention con­
vinced me that this is actually what 
Theta Tau is doing. I t is putting the 
men together so that they will under­
stand the world.

Yours in H  & T,
J ames P. Borden, J r., Pi '43

107 Kansas C ity Street 
Rapid C ity, S. D. 
March 6, 1942 

Brother Olsen and I spent one of the 
most enjoyable weeks of our lives when 
we attended the convention at St. 
Louis. We had a lot of time to  dis­
cuss the convention on the long, cold, 
snowy ride back home. The most ou t­
standing comment was "W hy those 
fellows are just like the fellows a t our 
own chapter.” This statement perhaps 
covers one of the most striking of 
T heta T au characteristics. Every man 
a t the convention seemed like an old 
friend in a surprisingly short time.

O f all o f the outside interests, after 
convention hours (or should I say be­
fore?) the "P e tty” girl in the bur­
lesque was Olsen’s favorite. A fter we 
got back to  Rapid, he gave the fellows 
the whole show, omitting only some 
of the tease. O f  course, the tour of 
the night spots will long be remem­
bered. Still can’t figure out how the 
fellow they called "Elmer” could walk 
at forty-five degrees with the sidewalk, 
or how some of the boys got so well 
acquainted w ith Marcella at the Co- 
coanut Grove. By the way, anytime 
any one wants lessons on riding a

horse, just ask "Arkansaw” for a dem­
onstration such as he gave at the 
Circle Bar.

O ur
(we went by car) was rather unevent­
ful, bu t the trip  back was far differ­
ent. One morning we made the amaz­
ing distance of tw enty-tw o miles in 
four hours (and we had twelve hours 
of sleep the night before) following a 
rotary snow plow. Neither of us had 
ever seen tha t much snow at one time 
before; and still we didn’t get stuck 
un til we reached Sioux Falls and then 
there was only six inches of snow and 
the road was familiar from high school 
days.

We, personally, gained much from 
the convention and have tried to pass 
our gains on to our chapter; and we 
hope that we will be able to attend 
more conventions, both regional and 
national. O n behalf of all of the 
members of Omega Chapter, we wish 
to  extend thanks to the Executive 
Council for their efforts in making 
the convention a success and also for 
the success of the past biennium.

Yours in H  & T,
Ed Gamberg, Omega ’42

Dear Editor:
I am submitting my letter to T he  

G ear about the St. Louis trip.
N o one can realize how large Theta 

Tau is until he has seen each chapter 
represented and gathered in one group. 
This group was there to  do business 
and the sincerity of the representatives 
impressed me very much.

We, from our chapter, wanted to 
find ou t as much as we could about 
T heta.T au and therefore tried to get 
as many men to  go as possible. Three 
of us went.

We left from Minneapolis in a power
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job, 1937 V-8, in some fairly cold 
weather. The wind seemed to blow 
through the car about 60 m.p.h. al­
though we could only go about 50 
m.p.h. We traveled to Iowa C ity the 
first day, bu t found the city rather 
dull. (Sorry you boys didn’t know  
where to  look.— E ditor). A fter hav­
ing a poor night’s sleep, continued our 
journey to  St. Louis. I had good in­
tentions of getting into a sunny cli­
mate but as it was, the air was colder 
than in Minneapolis.

The meetings were highly inspira-
tional and instructiv e. The high place
tha t Theta Tau enjoys in the list of
professional fraterni ties is inote easily
apprec after attiending iits national
convei and meeitings its; grand of-
ficers who are aptly named .

To i to  Monday evening. T hat
was orie nig;ht for u:s to reniember be-
cause net the boys ati they are
normaUye ' One statement :still stands
out irI our minds, which was when
some court eous St. Louis policemen
stopped us for being too miach on the
wrong side of the street at: an inter-
sectiori and I  gave U!s a du ty  bawling
out. Stevenson re:plied. "Oh! but

I have always wanted to meet Erich 
Schrader and got my wish at the con­
vention. H e certainly lived up to all 
of my expectations. I t was a pleasure 
to meet the rest of the officers also, 
especially Ralph Nusser with whom I 
had a conversation until 2 o’clock in

W ith our memories we left St. Louis 
and without any dinner on account of

We bought 3 gallons of some nice 
heavy oil fo r our power job at 79 cents 
per gallon. Indeed our cash was get­
ting low. Now for the rest of the 
trip home. We had a slight accident

in M t. Stirling, Illinois, which was not 
our fault bu t try and talk a small town 
cop against his own kin. We drove 
all New Year’s eve and h it only a 
small portion of the big snow storm 
which later h it Iowa.

We will never forget the conven­
tion, and will try  to impress on the 
rest of our brothers the true meaning 
of "fraternal friendship” which we 
have acquired.

Yours in H  & T,
Agran J ohn son , Alpha ’43 
Bud H oerschgen, Alpha ’43

Theta Tau Fraternity 
Mu Chapter 
P. O. Box 1276 
University, Ala.

How could anyone who attended the 
Fifteenth Biennial Convention forget 
— "Arkansaw” Helms’ ride on the 
hobby horse at the Cocoanut Grove—  
W hitsett and Sigma’s eternal struggle 
to keep the kitchen "out of the hole” 
— Lambda’s CalIister who brought his 
wife along—Thoman and Delta’s lec­
tures on "Marriage and Divorce”—  
Leskela from Psi and his amazing capa­
city  fo r martinis—W itten  and Delta 
Beta’s house parties for each sorority 
— the beam of Barrett’s eyes when he 
accepted the Erich J. Schrader award 
for Beta Chapter— Borden’s plaque of 
congratulations to Iota from Pi— the 
eternal frown on Sturkey’s face when 
he wanted to  go to one night club and 
everyone else wanted to  go to another 
— Epsilon’s Crittenden and his ability 
to  get things done —  Stowell’s and 
Iota’s hospitality —  Brother Nusser’s 
infinite detail o f preparations for the 
entire convention— Brother Schrader's 
memory of the entire ritual (word for 
w ord!)— Brother Vawter’s close hold 
on the purse strings ("Y ou may eat
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in the Jug if  you w ant to, bu t it won’t 
be counted on your expense account” ) 
— two to one Brother Vawter was a 
drink-mixer before he became a pro­
fessor— Brother Ames’ hope that engi­
neers will prove helpful in the present 
emergency— Brother Curtis’ appeals to 
send the pledge forms in on time— last 
bu t certainly not least. Brother Glass 
and his amazing ability as a Grand 
Regent.

The business meetings of the Con­
vention certainly were well planned 
and executed. An unbelievable amount 
of work was done in a remarkably 
short period of time.

The banquet, too, was really en­
joyed by all. We never could tell, 
though, whether Brother Howe was 
passing out or taking up the tickets. 
H e made several trips around taking 
them up and passing them out, alter­
nately. (We think this is a case of 
mistaken identity.— Editor)

All in all, I think tha t a T heta Tau 
Convention is one of the pleasantest 
occasions in which anyone could ever 
hope to have a part.

Bill J ordan, Mu

March 17, 1942
Dear Brother Howe:

I enjoyed very much the opportun­
ity  o f being a delegate to the 15 th  
Biennial Convention. While at the

convention I was very much impressed 
by the friendliness and co-operation 
there. These get-togethers of Theta 
Taus should do much to bring about 
better understanding between the chap-

The r c hum, incident that 
happened when I was around was 
when William Hannah, alternate of 
N u Chapter, lead several of the Theta 
Tau explorers on a wild chase. Bill 
said he knew of a good place to dance; 
so thinking he knew what he was talk­
ing about, we pu t our trust in him. 
A fter getting on a street car and rid­
ing for w hat seemed long enough to 
ride clear across St. Louis we arrived 
at the Casaloma Dance Hall. Up the 
stairs we ran only to be confronted 
by a bouncer who asked us for our 
passes. They were having a Police­
man’s Ball. About that time we put 
the "Red One” on Bill. The evening 
ended better than it  started for we 
wound up in the Circle Bar, which 
turned out to be one of the Theta 
Taus’ favorite haunts. Ask Roman 
Potthoff; he’ll tell you more about the 
Circle Bar.

Omicron Chapter commends Iota 
Chapter and Grand Officers on the 
splendid way they carried on the con-

Yours in H  & T,
J ames J orgenson, Omicron ’42

O f f  the R e c o rd
A number of things always happen good many things which would un- 

a t T heta Tau conventions which may doubtedly make good reading, 
or may not promote fra tern ity  busi­
ness but which are interesting in instance there are recurrent
themselves. Since the Editors were rumors concerning the inability of
forced to succumb to three or four Brother Helms, Upsilon, to  ride a
hours of sleep nightly, they were not horse. The circumstances seem a bit
able to keep up with the delegates vague to  HS because we were appar-
and consequently missed out on a ently peacefully sleeping— perhaps they
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were also vague to the eye witnesses. 
But this incident shows the handicap 
under which your middle aged editors 
must operate when covering the noc­
turnal activities o f the delegates who, 
except around 8 a.m., always seem to 
be in the bloom o f youth.

Only good reports came from "Tune- 
town,” a dance spot which the dele­
gates found in a matter o f minutes 
after reaching St. Louis. Conveniently 
located with respect to the hotel, it 
afforded the boys a chance to  work 
out train stiffness in the company of 
some fair local belles.

There was also the Circle Bar, an­
other spot located some distance from 
the hotel. There the delegates saw 
a fairly good floor show and had an 
opportunity to do solo bits when the 
community singing was in progress. 
Everything a t the Circle Bar was 
under control so nothing very excit-

The Chinese Dragon sounded excit­
ing but didn’t  get much o f a play by 
the delegates. Word got around that 
the girls pictured out in front were 
not those who appeared inside.

Personalities began to emerge at 
the convention as the delegates read

to Gamma’s ’’Flunk and Forget 
Dance” —  Thoman’s admission that 
Delta Chapter puts on talks on marri­
age and divorce— Lichty's reference 
to a brother's ’’Rube Goldberg auto­
matic waker upper" a t Zeta —  Jor­
dan’s statement that the ’’L ittle  AU 
American” football player claimed 
by Gamma was surpassed by Mu's 
"Big AU American,”  Holt Rast of the 
Crimson Tide— W hitsett's revelation 
that ’’tightened supervision” of the 
cook reduced the table loss from 
$250 to $11 per quarter a t Sigma—

Helm's report that Upsilon has to 
hold two Christmas parties, one with 
and the other without dates— Miller’s 
reference to Phi’s new “bum room —■ 
Stephenson's wish tha t the  strength 
of Chi Chapter not be judged by the 
length of his report— Gamberg's mod­
est admission that Omega had officers

but Triangle fraternity .

W e never did learn just w hat kind 
of activity prevailed at Cocoanut 
Grove bu t suspected that several slips 
of the tongue which showed up on the 
convention floor might have had their 
origin in the Grove. There was refer­
ence, for example, to  the National 
Objections (objectives) Committee and 
a motion to "leave it to the discrep­
ancy o f  the Executive Committee.”

Grand Treasurer Vawter observed 
that when a man adds his expense ac­
count in a hurry he always adds in his

G rand Inner G uard Ames said

jaw and abdominal muscles were the 
two strongest and most im portant 
muscles in the body and should be 
used by all American men today.

The delegates were astonished to 
find their dining room closed on the 
last morning of the convention. Many 
just thought they had overslept and 
decided tha t they could wait until 
noon. I t developed, however, tha t the 
waiters’ union was in disagreement 
w ith the hotel (or some other union) 
and had called a strike. The hotel 
marshalled some loyal employees to set 
up a temporary dining room where 
bacon and eggs were soon coming up 
in record time. We were again re­
minded of the sharp contrast between 
many members of the labor unions and 
the S21 per month men on Batan 
Peninsula.
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The penchant o f fraternity men for 
pendants must be great. A fte r  years 
of effort, the Committee on Jewelry 
and Insignia finally triumphed over 
Grand Treasurer Vawtcr and his co­
horts in persuading the Fraternity to 
adopt a standard charm or key. The  
triumph was tempered a b it by the re­
strictive adjective "alumni," or "al­
umnus” as corrected by Brother Ames, 
but still i t  m ust be considered as a 
distinct victory fo r  this long suffering 
committee. I t appears that Brother 
Vawter is slipping, for his principal 
speech on the subject, though he ad­
m itted he wished to make no extended 
opposition to  the motion, covers 
slightly less than three pages o f the 
Official Minutes.

The versatality which Brother C rit­
tenden displayed in presiding over 
widely different types of fraternity  
business meetings unquestionably was 
a determining fac tor in his election 
to the honor of “O utstanding Dele­
gate to the Convention.”  However, 
it was his poise and his oratory, shall 
we say, in accepting the honor which 
added definite proof tha t his brothers

had chosen wisely. We still feel a 
glow of pride in the responses made 
a t the banquet by Delegates Critten­
den, Barre tt and Stowell.

A t least one chapter is definitely out 
for the next Erich J. Schrader Award. 
W hy else would the Colorado boys be 
so insistent that the plaque be prom­
inent enough to look well against a 
background like Pikes Peak? With 
dimensions of tw enty-four by fifty 
inches, we venture the opinion that 
the plaque will not be lost even if 
Epsilon Chapter carries it back for use 
with the Golden Gate as a back drop.

W hat national officer scored a direct 
hit on a balloon on the ceiling o f a 
St. Louis restaurant, using a bent pin 
and a rubber band?

ther Callister’s importation of a 
charming wife. Not before, in our 
contact with conventions, has a dele­
gate arrived in a completely married 
condition. No one questioned the 
Lambda delegate's action, however, 
for reasons which the accompanying 
photograph will make clear.

Csllister and family Sturkey, Leskela, Thoman, Jordan Barrett
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Chapter reports brought out many 
an interesting sidelight on campus a f­
fairs. The socially minded Delta Beta 
boys chose a good way to  look over 
the field by giving a separate party for 
each sorority at Louisville. Certainly 
fair in more ways than one.

A new (to  us) racket a t the hotel 
was the appearance at 2 a.m. o f a 
dapper and very courteous young man 
a t the door of our room w ith the in­
formation that he had the p int we had 
ordered bu t tha t his presence was very 
much outside the pale of the law and 
we must all speak softly. He was ex­
tremely puzzled to  learn tha t the oc­
cupants o f room 536 had not placed 
an order and ruefully admitted that 
he would have to return to  headquar­
ters to await a phone call from  the 
thirsty party. To give the story an 
authentic touch he left the floor by 
way of the fire escape presumably to 
avoid possible encounter w ith  the

house detective. A t breakfast we 
learned tha t there had been other 
"mistakes” at other doors during the 
night. The elaborate build-up un­
doubtedly had an inflationary influence 
upon the regular price of the com­
modity.

Excitement ran high in the Coffee 
Shop the day a local sorority was dis­
covered calmly having lunch when the  
delegates came in to eat. Needless to 
say the menu took second place w ith  
the boys and finally tw o o f the bro­
thers moved in on the girls to start 
the ball rolling. A s we watched the  
proceedings there was never any doubt 
that contact would be made— it was 
merely a m atter o f how long it  would 
take!

One of the Iatt remarks we heard 
as we checked out of the Coronado 
was, " I 'd  like to have about a week 
more”— to which all delegates would 
undoubtedly agree.

NOTICE TO  ALL CHAPTERS
T h e  G e a r  is sen t to  all a lum ni in itia ted  since 1930 

whose addresses are sent to  T h e  G e a r  and  whose ac­
counts w ith  th e ir chapters are clear a t  the tim e of 
g raduation . I t  is, therefo re , necessary th a t  th e  chap­
te r treasurer provide T h e  G e a r  office w ith  a list o f 
all g raduating  m em bers w ho have satisfied th e ir ob ­
ligations to  th e  chapter.

Seniors are also rem inded th a t  T h e  G e a r  w ill be 
m ailed to  th em  n ex t year if th ey  will tell us w here 
to  m ail it. In  the case o f those going in to  m ilitary  
service, a hom e address should be given and the 
parents rem inded th a t  T h e  G e a r  m u st be rem ailed, 
since it  is n o t forw ardable.



Washington s Mousing Situation
( ,y  W illia m  J  E llen L r5 t  *r, G a m m a  S e ta  3 0

W hen George W ashington w ith the 
aid o f L’Enfant, the city planner, laid 
out the Federal C ity  as the Headquar-

grand plan with wide avenues, spacious 
parks and magnificent distances be­
tween the Capitol, the President’s 
House, and the few buildings antici­
pated by the most sanguine as being 
necessary to house the offices for our 
government. A t the tu rn  of this cen­
tu ry  our nation had completed its 
physical expansion, bu t as a result of 
the changing concept of the function 
of the Federal Government, new de­
partm ents and agencies had come into 
existence. These were housed in part 
in permanent office buildings located 
in keeping w ith the L’Enfant plan.

W orld W ar I caused a disarrange­
ment of the plan to  the extent that 
temporary office buildings were built 
in the Mall and in the areas west of 
17th St., N .W . along Constitution and 
Virginia Avenues. These buildings, 
for the most part, wood frame struc­
tures, have w ith few exceptions been 
razed. Temporary Building No. 2, 
Building "E ”, and the Navy and 
Munitions Buildings are still in use.

Under the administration of Presi­
dent Hoover the construction of the 
permanent buildings in the Federal 
Triangle bounded by Constitution 
Ave., Pennsylvania Ave. and I J th  St., 
N .W . was inaugurated. This con­
struction, as well as other work of a 
similar nature, was carried on during 
the depression through the Public 
W orks Administration.

The ever-widening scope of govern­
ment activity associated w ith the poli­

tical philosophy of the "New  Deal” 
dictated a further building program 
which culminated in the extension of 
the Southwest Rectangle to include 
the Social Security Building, Railroad 
Retirement Board Building, and Gen­
eral Federal Office Building No. I.

Before the growth of government 
office space attendant to the present 
national defense effort is described, 
reference should be made to the or­
ganization operating the vast aggrega­
tion of buildings in Washington, D. C. 
U nder the Federal W orks Agency, 
Public Buildings Administration as 
now constituted, building operation is 
carried out by the Office of the Build­
ings Manager. Generally speaking the 
only Federal buildings not under the 
supervision of the Building Manager 
are the Legislative Group, under the 
A rchitect of the Capitol, and buildings 
on military or naval reservations.

The Buildings Manager has as his 
chief operating assistants "Group 
Superintendents” each supervising a 
group of buildings. Reporting to each 
"Group Superintendent” are the several 
foremen heading such groups as car­
penters, painters, electricians, plumbers, 
steam fitters, general labor and char 
force, while the Captain of the Guard 
heads the guard force. The Buildings 
Manager also has a staff o f engineers 
who prepare plans and specifications 
fo r building alterations, make safety 
inspections, and carry on similar ac-

UtiIity requirements o f Federally 
owned or operated buildings in Wash­
ington are almost universally pur­
chased w ith the exception of steam
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heat and water. In planning the Fed­
eral Triangle it was decided to con­
struct a central heating plant and 
steam distribution system to serve 
these and other government buildings. 
A West Central H eating Plant is now 
under construction to relieve part of 
the heavy load on the existing plant.

W ater is distributed to all Federal 
Buildings by the D istrict o f Columbia 
without charge— the functions of bulk 
supply and filtration being carried out 
by the U. S. Engineer Office.

The electrical requirements o f the 
buildings are purchased from the 
Potomac Electric Power Company. 
The commercial wholesale rate is in 
effect for large high tension customers 
supplied by two to four 1J.2 kv 
feeders in which case the government 
owns and maintains its transformers, 
switchgear, and other protective equip­
ment w ithin the buildings. Smaller 
buildings are supplied by a single serv­
ice connection from the company’s dis­
tribution mains in the street and the 
commercial retail rate applies for this 
service delivered to the customer at 
utilization voltage, usually 120/208 
volts, three phase, 60 cycle, four wire. 
Maximum demands (30 minute period) 
for government buildings vary from 
several hundred to over 10,000 kw, 
the highest demands occurring during 
the air conditioning season.

The Public Buildings Administra­
tion has standardized the electrical de­
sign of these buildings to the extent 
that the low voltage network, fed by 
network transformers located in the 
attic  or the basement depending on the 
size and architectural treatm ent of the 
building, is the source from which all 
panel feeders originate. From the 
panels are run the circuits to supply 
lighting, appliances, cafeteria cooking 
equipment, and mechanical equipment

such as fans, pumps, elevators, etc. In 
buildings having unusually large air 
conditioning machinery where eco­
nomics dictates a higher motor volt­
age than 208 volts, 13.2 /2.3kv trans­
formers are installed to  supply 2300 
volts, three phase, 60 cycle, three wire 
power service for air conditioning 
compressors and their larger auxiliaries.

Gas is used to a limited extent in 
some government cafeterias and for 
laboratory and special purposes bu t the 
very low incremental cost of electri­
c ity  (about $.005 per kw hr) has re­
sulted in most cafeterias being "all 
electric.”

Since it first became evident that 
whether we participated in W orld W ar 
II o r not, we would be very close to 
it, defense activities have been grow­
ing at an unprecedented rate. The 
newspaper stories of crowded living 
conditions are not exaggerated and 
government requirements for addi­
tional offices have exhausted available 
space even after converting a number 
of leased apartment buildings into o f­
fices, thus aggravating the situation 
w ith respect to living quarters. Two 
remedies are now in progress: one, the 
transfer to other cities o f certain gov­
ernment offices not intimately associ­
ated w ith national defense, and the 
other, a program of construction of 
temporary office buildings. Tempo­
rary buildings No. 2 and "E ”, already 
mentioned as veterans of W orld W ar 
I, have been rehabilitated. The Navy 
Building has been enlarged by the ad­
dition of a wing, construction of a 
fourth floor, and filling in space be­
tween several wings. In the rear of 
the Navy and Munitions Buildings on 
what was formerly automobile park­
ing space there have been erected tem­
porary buildings " N ”  and "W ,” while 
south of these across the Lincoln
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Memorial Reflecting Pool are " I,”  " J ,” 
"K,” and "L .” In the West Potomac 
Park area are also buildings "M ” and 
"Q .” Ju st west of the first unit of 
the permanent W ar Department Office 
Building located at 21st St. and Vir­
ginia Ave., N.W. (this building was 
intended to replace the Munitions 
Building) on land reserved for future 
additions to  this building are "F,” 
"G ,” and " H .”  Work on "T -3 ,” "T - 
4 ,” and ''T -S ” to be located on the 
Washington Monument Grounds has 
just started. Across broad Constitu­
tion Ave. from the Interstate Com­
merce Commission and Department of 
Labor stand buildings " T ”  and "U .” 

Near the Social Security and Rail­
road Retirement Board Buildings, in 
the area bounded by 3rd St., 4 th  St., 
Independence Ave. and "D ” St., S.W. 
(which these agencies never had a 
chance to occupy), a group known as 
"D ,”  "E ” (th e ’ veteran), "R ,” "S,” 
and a cafeteria and shop building are 
located. The cafeteria will relieve 
crowding of present facilities and the 
shop will be the headquarters of the 
Public Buildings Administration main­
tenance staff in this area. Buildings 
"A ,”  "B,” and "C ” located in south­
west Washington next to the Army 
W ar College and "X ” and "Y ” located 
just across East Capitol Streets from 
the new District of Columbia National 
G uard Armory, although decentral­
ized, are o f the standard temporary 
construction. N ot long ago the gov­
ernment acquired the site for the pro­
posed permanent home for the General 
Accounting Office which agency has 
long since outgrown its original quar­
ters in the Old Pension Office Build­
ing. The plans for the new building 
were shelved "for the duration” and 
consideration was given to  building 
two temporary office buildings on the

site; however, the ultimate decision 
was reached to build the first three 
floors of the General Accounting O f­
fice Building omitting all " frills” so 
as to keep costs to a minimum and 
avoid unnecessary use o f critical ma­
terials. Last, but perhaps best known, 
is the controversial "V ” Building un­
der construction in the park north of 
the Commerce Building. This project 
evoked a storm on Capitol Hill when 
Congress learned it is intended to be 
a sort of super-information center.

H aving exhausted most o f the sites 
within the c ity  the Public Buildings 
Administration has gone afield to  the 
Washington N ational A irport for a 
site fo r "T -7 ,” and to the National 
Institute of H ealth, Bethesda, Mary­
land, for "T -6 .”  This building when 
completed will house the administra­
tive staff o f the Public H ealth Service 
who were forced out of their perman­
ent building to  make room for the 
United N ations’ new G.H.Q.

Architecturally, the temporary build­
ings are all similar, tw o stories high, 
consisting of wings connected a t one 
end to a head house; the number of 
wings and consequently the floor area 
is limited by the site, consideration 
being given to access roads, automobile 
parking space, etc. The wings arc 
three bays wide (approximately 15 
feet per bay) and are seldom parti­
tioned into individual offices except 
near the head end because this results 
in the loss o f natural light in the cen­
te r  bay or corridor. Customarily there 
are two file or storage rooms on each 
floor a t the end of the wings, next to 
the head house. Inside-type fire exit 
stairways arc located at the end of 
each wing away from the head house 
and at intervals in the head house. The 
head house is subdivided into office 
space next to the exposed side o f the
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building, corridors on each floor run­
ning the full length of the building, 
and stair wells, wash rooms, slop sink 
closets, etc. on the side toward the 
wings.

Structurally the buildings are built, 
w ithout extensive excavations for 
foundations, on concrete piers and 
concrete foundation walls so that the 
first floor is approximately four feet 
above the ground. The superstructure 
is entirely o f frame construction (ex­
cepting the exit stairways) w ith tim ­
ber columns and beams. The exterior 
walls of the building are sheated in 
"transite”  or similar fireproof and 
verminproof material. Flat composi­
tion roofs ( ta r  and gravel over roof­
ing felt) are universal. Factory type 
steel sash windows used in the first of 
the temporary buildings have given 
way to  ordinary millwork and double 
hung sash windows to conserve steel.

Little mechanical equipment is re­
quired inasmuch as the buildings in 
the area served by the Central H eat­
ing Plant are connected to the exist­
ing steam distribution lines or to short 
extensions therefrom. Outside this 
area each building or group of build­
ings has its own heating plant. All 
space heating is by direct radiation—  
the radiators being located below the 
windows. Domestic hot water is fu r­
nished by the usual type of steam hot- 
water generator. The only ventilat-

m otor driven exhaust fans each con­
nected to an individual duct system 
exhausting air through grills in the 
second floor ceiling. This provision 
will be appreciated by those familiar 
with W ashington summer weather. 
Plumbing is, of course, kept to  a mini­
mum by locating the wash rooms on 
the second floor over those on the first 
floor.

For fire protection all temporary 
buildings are equipped throughout with
a sprinkler1 system connected to the
city water mains. A n electrical si!pet­
visory systi:m indicates in the office of
the Captaiia of the Guard the position
of the various sprinkler valves. The
inside fire alarm and watchman’;i re­
port systeni supervisory equipment are
located in the same office. The fire
alarm system is not connected tc• the
city fire alarm telegraph, bu t in each
building ini the guard office there is a
city alarm box so that an alarm can
be turned in without going ou tside
the building.

The electrical requirements of each 
group of buildings are supplied from 
the Power Company’s high tension 
feeders. A high tension service en­
trance vault, and as many additional 
transformer vaults as are economically 
necessary are centrally located in the 
courts between certain wings. These 
are masonry vaults built above ground. 
The standardized switchgear arrange­
ment developed by the Public Build­
ings Administration calls for two 13.2 
kv incoming line service entrance 
cubicles, each containing an oil cir­
cuit breaker, disconnects, relays, and 
provision for the Power Company’s 
metering current and potential trans­
formers. A bus-tie oil circuit breaker 
cubicle is provided so that in the event 
of failure of a feeder the transformers 
normally associated w ith that feeder 
may be connected to the other feeder. 
The transformers used are of the net­
work type 300 kva or 500 kva capa­
city  rated 13,200/208/120 volts, three 
phase, 60 cycle, four wire. Inability 
to secure delivery of network protec­
tors in the short period of time allowed 
by the construction program forced 
a modification of the low voltage net­
work originally planned as the back­
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bone of the electric distribution sys­
tem. Instead of tying the secondaries 
of the several transformers together 
and connecting panel risers to  the 
mains in true network fashion the 
three phase, four wire panel feeders 
are run radially from their respective 
transformers. Feeder protection is ob­
tained by insertion of a "fuse limiter” 
in each phase of each feeder.

General lighting in the buildings is 
by 1000 w att lamps in total indirect 
lighting fixtures spaced one per bay. 
Hall and wash room fixtures using 100 
w att lamps are of the enclosing globe 
or glass shade type. In addition to the 
usual red exit lights which burn con­
tinuously there are night lighting cir­
cuits controlled from the office of the 
Captain of the Guard used at night 
to furnish sufficient illumination for 
the guards patrolling the buildings. 
Flood lights in each court between the 
wings furnish protective lighting and 
aid the guards in patrolling the ex­
terior of the buildings. An adequate 
number of "convenience outlets” is 
provided for office machines and fans.

Since the number of telephones re­
quired in any building may vary 
widely, the Public Buildings Admin­
istration made provision for this by 
including in the plans and specifica­

tions a conduit system and terminal 
boxes. The multiple pair cables and 
wire from  the terminal blocks to the 
instruments arc furnished and installed 
by the Telephone Company. The 
shortage of iron pipe electrical con­
duit has dictated the use of wooden 
raceways for telephone cables in the 
buildings most recently constructed.

It has been the purpose of this ar­
ticle to  call a ttention to certain engi­
neering features o f our government 
office buildings in W ashington, partic­
ularly the temporary buildings which 
have been or are now under construc­
tion. Perhaps one of the most strik ­
ing conclusions to be derived from a 
birdseye view o f  W ashington today is 
that spending billions of dollars in the 
defense effort entails a tremendous ex­
pansion of "general overhead” person­
nel. While the general overhead ex­
pense may be but a few percent of 
the total cost of the defense effort, 
the physical problem of housing the 
expanded agencies is one of serious pro­
portions involving millions of square 
feet of office space. This is being 
solved by the application of technical 
skill and ingenuity in the same way 
tha t we are solving the technical prob­
lems more directly associated with 
modern mechanized warfare.

G ro w th  o f  the Fraternity  
The past biennium saw the greatest 

gain in membership which has occurred 
in any two year period. Nearly one 
hundred more men were initiated than 
in the preceding biennium. The fol­
lowing tabulation presented by Grand 
Scribe Erich J. Schrader, at the 15 th  
Convention shows the growth of the 
fraternity  for several bienniums as 
well as the chapter enrollments in the 
last two periods.

BIENNIAL G RO W TH

Date Beginning End Increase

1925-27 2943 3502 559
1927-29 3502 4185 683
1929-31 4185 4824 639
1931-33 4824 5451 627
1933-35 5451 6011 560
1935-37 6011 6641 629
1937-39 6641 7344 703
1939-41 7344 8148 804
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G R O W T H  OF TH E FRA TERNITY Chapter 19)9 1941 Increase
IN  TH E LAST T W O  BIENNIUMS Xi 50 50
Chapter 19)9 1941 Increase Omicron 243 270 27
Alpha 442 455 13 Pi 248 277 29
Beta 468 514 46 Rho 235 270 35
Gamma J45 572 27 Sigma 231 258 27
Delta 426 473 47 Tau 228 264 36
Epsilon 478 516 38 Upsilon 147 181 34
Zeta 420 446 26 Phi 162 177 15
Eta JOl 301 Chi 188 239 51
Theta 276 334 58 Psi 128 160 32
Iota 404 447 43 Omega 146 174 28
Kappa 455 455 Gamma Beta 91 125 34
Lambda 410 443 33 Delta Beta 32 65 33
Mu 257 316 59 -- -- _
Nu 333 366 33 Total 7344 8148 804

ENROLLM ENT O F U NDERGRADUATE EN GIN EERING  STUDENTS 
1941-42

The size of the engineering schools a t which Theta T au has chapters is 
given in the tabulation below. The data are taken from the comprehensive 
list given in the December, 1941, issue of the S. P. E. E. Journal o f Engineer­
ing Education.

Rank According
Chapters Institutions T otals to  Siz,f o f School
Alpha Minnesota 2,552 2
Beta Michigan State College 708 11
Gamma Colorado Mines 740 10
Delta Case 1,665 6
Epsilon California, University of 1,859 4
Zeta Kansas, University of 642 12
Theta Columbia 528 13
Iota Missouri Mines 810 9
Lambda U tah, University of 528 14
Mu Alabama, University of 971 8
N u Carnegie 2,062 3
Omicron Iowa University 480* 17
Pi Virginia, University of 226 23
Rho N orth Carolina State College 1,352 7
Sigma Ohio State University 1,760 5
Tau Syracuse 486 16
Upsilon Arkansas 332* 21
Phi Purdue 3,444 I
Chi Arizona 407 18
Psi Montana Mines 251 22
Omega South Dakota Mines 366 20
Gamma Beta George W ashington University 498* 15
Delta Beta Louisville 368 19
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Iron a n d  'S teel D ivision o f  A lin in g  a n d  Adetallixrgical Institute  

RewartJs T fe ta  Taus
A t the annual banquet of the In­

stitute the award of the Robert W. 
H u n t Prize and Certificate was made 
to  Harold K. W ork, Theta '25, man­
ager of research and development, 
Jones Sc Laughlin Steel Corp., Pitts­
burgh. Also at the annual banquet 
the J. E. Johnson, Jr., Award was 
made to Louis F. Sattele, N u '23, 
superintendent of pipe mills. National 
Tube Co., McKeesport. Both of the

W ork for his paper presented to  the 
Iron and Steel Division and entitled 
"Photocell Control for Bessemer Steel- 
making.” This paper, and the other 
contributions on Bessemer steelmaking 
to  the "Transactions” of the Iron and 
Steel Division from Jones Sc Laughlin’s 
research and development department, 
record the most im portant develop­
ments in the Bessemer process in many 
years.

The J. E. Johnson, Jr. Award re-

Stcel maktrs—Work and Sattele

forty  years of age when their work 
was done that earned the award.

Dr. W ork was born at H artford, 
Conn., and received his Bachelor’s de­
gree from Columbia. His graduate 
work leading to a Ph.D. was done at 
the University of Pittsburgh. A fter 
four years’ work a t the Mellon In­
stitute he spent seven years w ith the 
research laboratory of the Aluminum 
Co. of America, leaving there in 1936 
to  become head of Jones Sc Laughlin's 
research and development department. 
The H unt Prize was awarded to Dr.

cipient, Louis F. Sattele, N u  '23, was 
born in Pittsburgh and received a de­
gree in metallurgy from Carnegie In­
stitute of Technology. Immediately 
after graduation he entered the em­
ploy of the National Tube Co. as prac­
tice man and blower on the blast fu r­
naces, and in 1930 he was made as­
sistant superintendent of blast furnaces 
at the National Tube Company’s N a­
tional Works. A fter spending some 
time on raw materials for the same 
company, he was made blast-furnace 
superintendent in 1937, which position
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he held until July, 1941, when he 
was appointed superintendent of pipe 
mills at the N ational Works. The 
award was made for Sattele's work in 
applying fundamental slag data to

Sim on  R a m o , Lam bc/a  33

Born a t Salt Lake City, Utah, May 
7, 1913, Simon Ramo attended the 
local grade and high schools there and 
from these early days he has always 
been keenly interested in music. He 
started violin studies at the age of 
seven and became so proficient that 
during his high school period he was 
concert master of the school orchestra; 
participating in radio and other con­
certs, he played violin solos in several 
churches of the city and for various 
charity benefits and became first presi­
dent of the first Junior Music Club in 
Utah.

A t the same time his early science 
studies in high school created an in­
terest in engineering and, while there 
was a time when he debated in his 
mind whether to make music or engi­
neering his chosen profession, he finally 
decided in favor of engineering and 
emphasized science courses in his high 
school work. In  addition to receiving 
high school awards for excellent schol-

high school contests for violin solo 
work and received a medal for the 
most outstanding individual perform­
ance as well as a part-tuition scholar­
ship at the University of Utah.

H e entered the University of Utah 
in the fall o f 1929 and completed a 
four-year course in 1933 with a degree 
of B.S. in E.E. ranking first in scholar­
ship in the Engineering School. In 
his senior year he had a laboratory 
assistantship. He was also active in

practical blast-furnace operation re­
sulting in the economical use of Iow- 
alumina ores and in the production of

— Mining and Metallurgy

the student section of A.I.E.E., Tau 
Beta Pi, Theta Tau, and Phi Kappa 
Phi and worked on committees for 
college engineers’ events. He further 
displayed his versatility by attaining 
the runner-up position in the annual 
intra-mural debating contests.

Again in his college life, music had 
a prominent part and he served as con­
cert master and violin soloist in the 
University o f U tah Symphony O r­
chestra, playing the Mendelsohn Violin 
Concerto with orchestral accompani­
ment in the annual symphony concert.

Having an interest in engineering 
research and development, Ramo en­
tered the California Institute of Tech­
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nology in the fall o f 1933 to seek an 
advanced degree. He took courses in 
engineering and mathematics, did re­
search in high voltages and received a 
Ph.D. magna cum laude, in 1936. He 
was a joint author with Dr. R. W. 
Sorenson of papers on "The Sparkless 
Sphere Gap Voltmeter” presented at 
the A.I.E.E. summer conventions of 
193 5 and 1936. Interest in music 
continued. He became concert-master 
of the California Tech Orchestra and 
other concerts. H e also played before 
the A.I.E.E. summer convention at 
Pasadena in 1936.

T hat great training field and prov­
ing ground for engineering talent, the 
General Electric Test Course a t Sche­
nectady, N . Y., captured Dr. Ramo in 
the fall of 1936. H is early work there 
was with H . P. Kuehni on oscillograph 
design, resulting in an A.I.E.E. paper 
in 1937. He then became interested 
in the theory of velocity modulation 
and worked out several new phases not 
previously covered, publishing his re­
sults in the Physical Review and the 
Proceedings of the I.R.E. in 1939. A 
"popular” presentation was also pub­
lished in "Communications” of March 
and November, 1940. H e and Dr. 
John Blewett began to collaborate on 
magnetron theory and experiment in 
1939, publishing a paper on this sub­
ject in the Physical Review in 1940.

Despite his relatively short period of 
experience in industry. Dr. Ramo’s 
abilities as a teacher and a develop­
ment engineer in the high-frequency 
field are recognized as outstanding.

As a teacher, he first studied in 
General Electric’s Advanced Course in 
Engineering and then went on to  or­
ganize their Advanced Course in High- 
Frequency Engineering. A review of 
this very im portant work was pre­
sented to the A.I.E.E. in 1940 with

D r. A. R. Stevenson, Jr., the paper 
being entitled "A New Post-graduate 
Course in Industry in High-Frequency 
Engineering.” Dr. Ramo has since 
given up active direction of this course 
but is a frequent lecturer.

As a development engineer, Dr. 
Ramo has recently been engaged in 
the construction of an improved elec­
trostatic electron microscope and in 
work on electronic amplification and 
ultra high-frequency generation, mod­
ulation and reception. Much of this 
work is secret because of its connec­
tion w ith National Defense and the 
results may not as yet be reported 
other than to state that he has been 
granted tw o patents in his own name 
and two jointly with Dr. John Blew- 
ett, and also has several pending in 
these fields.

In the realm of music, Dr. Ramo 
has for several years, played first vio­
lin and acted as assistant concertmaster 
of the Schenectady Civic Symphony 
Orchestra, an organization of about 
40 professional and 20 non-professional 
musicians. H e has also organized a 
string quartet and plays frequently 
for music clubs, YMCA and others, 
both in the quartet and as a soloist.

In the spirit o f good citizenship he 
has also taken an interest in civic af­
fairs. He is a member of the Schenec­
tady Bureau of Municipal Research 
and of its committees to study traffic 
conditions in Schenectady and state 
legislation affecting the c ity’s welfare.

In his spare time Dr. Ramo is now 
w riting a textbook on "Electromag­
netics of Modern Radio” and is carry­
ing on the Radio Communications 
Course a t Union College, following the 
retirement last spring of the late Dr. 
E- J- Berg as Professor o f Electrical 
Engineering.

— Bridge o f Ela Kappa Nti
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O e o rije  A b b o l Sidesteps G erm a n  A r /

Reunited in Cleveland after a family 
separation which began a t a French 
railway station when H itler’s armies 
were marching on Paris, are Brother 
George A bbott, Delta ’2 5, and his 
little  daughter Sidsel-Ann. Mrs. Ab­
bott and the baby tied Marseilles a 
year ago last June, two days before

the German occupation of Paris. Bro­
ther Abbott had been forbidden by 
the State Department to discuss con­
ditions in France with newspaper men, 
or to reveal any of his experiences with 
the German army. This left little to 
talk about— except Sidsel Ann.

—Case Altimnus

G eorge FreJeric L eyJorf, S i3 ,na
Some mathematicians keep their 

heads high in the clouds on purpose, 
bu t Brother Leydorf— radio mathema­
tician extraordinary— keeps his head in 
the stratosphere, w ith a purpose. 
Among his many responsibilities with 
the Crosley Corp., he works w ith such 
an intangible thing as the "sky wave”

271 Becomes R a d io  Expert 
of a broadcast station. To most of us 
a "sky wave” may bear an alarming 
resemblance to the well known "sky 
hook,”  bu t to Brother Leydorf it is a 
very real thing and he knows how to 
make it work.

I t seems that radio station WLW 
was getting along quite nicely with its
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station in Toronto, Canada— on an ad­
jacent channel— protested that it was 
being drowned out by W LW  in its 
own territory. I t became brother 
Leydorf’s job to devise a method of 
signal suppression which would reduce 
W LW ’s signal intensity in Toronto 
only.

To solve the problem, he designed 
a novel broadcast antenna which he 
said would reduce W LW 's 500-kw to 
about 50-kw in and around Toronto

Radio expert Lcydorf

only. He helped install his antenna—  
the first directive antenna utilizing 
sky-wave control. Amazing as it may 
sound, when signal intensities were 
checked in Toronto and elsewhere, 
they were found to tally exactly with 
Brother Leydorf’s calculations. From 
this —  recognized as an outstanding 
contribution to radio-wave propagan- 
tion-control— Brother Leydorf has de­
veloped formulae and charts from 
which proposed new types of antennae 
may be produced.

Brother Leydorf has made contri­
butions of similar caliber to  the meas­

urement of field intensity of radio 
transmitters— a measurement of prime 
importance in determining the com­
mercial value of a broadcast station; 
his method is now used by the U. S. 
Bureau of Standards and the Federal 
Communications Commission.

He is also responsible for methods 
used today in tracing down and elim­
inating "ghost signals” in city areas, 
that is, the elimination of "external 
cross modulation.” Masses of metal 
often pick up radio waves from several 
radio stations. These waves are 
scrambled and the result is tha t a 
listener often may get signals from 
two stations on the same dial setting 
and nothing he can do will eliminate 
one. Brother Leydorf’s contribution 
is a method which detects the source 
of these scrambled waves and a method

Another "first” for Brother Leydorf 
is the development of a "pum p back” 
system of delivering power to a rhom­
bic antenna. I t matches the return 
power to the input power in voltage 
and phase, allowing recovery of power 
which formerly was dissipated in re­
sistors. This saves about 15,000 watts 
in a 50,000-watt station.

He also has designed revolutionary 
circuits in the new station W LW O, a 
highly directive international station 
aimed at South America, said to be 
superior to  any other. Among his 
n u m e r o u s  contributions are such 
things as a new tuning circuit per­
m itting tuning of individual banks of 
100,000-watt vacuum tubes w ithout 
upsetting tuning in other banks in the 
final stage of the 500,000 w att W LW  
transm itter —  a feat which was con­
sidered impossible by the manufacturer 
of the equipment.

Brother Leydorf was born on a farm 
near Perrysburg, Ohio, April 24, 1908.
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H is pre-school recollections include his 
first black-eye, his first scientific ex­
ploit— the "re-invention of the siphon,” 
the great flood in 1913 which almost 
caught up w ith him on a Ft. Wayne 
street, Hailey’s comet, a runaway ride 
in a buggy which ended in a ditch.

He easily kept ahead of his classes 
through the grades and high school. 
In the la tter, the extra-curricular load 
grew until in the senior year he played 
the trum pet and clarinet in an orches­
tra, took part in football and track 
activities, was captain of the basket­
ball team, built and sold radio sets to 
his teachers and friends, became busi­
ness manager of the class annual and 
associate editor of the school paper, 
"made” all kinds of honor groups, won 
a scholarship, and finally capped it all 
with a salutatory address so good that 
his grandfather decided he should be­
come a minister o r a lawyer.

But Brother Leydorf entered Ohio 
State University in 1926 to study en­
gineering. As a college freshman he 
took an intense interest in Mathema­
tics and feels indebted to Prof. Rasor, 
who "worked in a lot o f philosophy 
with the course.”

In his junior year he joined Eta 
Kappa N u, Tau Beta Pi, and Pi Tau 
Sigma. As usual, he loaded up on his 
extra-curricular activities, bu t this 
time his work suffered, and he was ad­
vised to drop his studies for a while. 
This decided him to  join the army. 
A rm y life soon lost its charm for him, 
and he got out. H e went to work for 
a traction company.

In  the summer of 1929, he was 
married to  Helen Louise H ulbert whom 
he had met in his freshman year. Came 
the crash and, of course, he lost his 
job. H e took to  selling radio receivers 
and doing radio service work. In 
January 1930 he returned to his studies

at Ohio State. T hat spring he re­
ceived the Lamme scholarship award 
and was elected chairman of the A.I. 
E.E. student branch. H e maintained 
a class average of above 90 percent, 
was elected to Sigma Xi and Theta 
Tau and was graduated at the top of 
his class in 1931. H e then served two 
years as a graduate assistant, receiving 
his M.S. degree in 193 3.

A  son, George Frederic Jr., was born 
in 1931, a daughter Jo A nn, in 1935. 
Brother George is active in the 
Methodist-Episcopal church, is inter­
ested in boy scout work, and fre-
quenitly addresses w:idely v aried groups
on all phases of rad io.

H is hobbies are astronorny, amateur
radii> and rifle and pistol marksman-
ship. H e has a six--inch t elescopi; ant.
IS V.'orking on an eight- incher w ith
which he hopes tc> do photographic
and spectroscopic svork o-n the stars.
He owns and operates an radio

on W8FAR. He belongs tco the
N ational Rifle Association and has an 
expert rating with the .4 S caliber pis­
tol. He also has contributed to ex­
periments on a new type of jacketed 
bullet, the results of which have been 
published in an article "Jacketed Bullet 
Substitutes” (see September, 1941, 
"The American Rifleman” ).

Because of his varied accomplish­
ments, Brother Leydorf is a refutation 
of the popular conception of the un­
sociable engineer and is equally at 
home in any social group. H e has 
taken leading parts as technical expert 
in engineering conferences w ith the 
FCC and in 1937 represented his com­
pany a t the International Radio Con­
ference held at Havana, Cuba.

H e is an active member o f the In­
stitute of Radio Engineers. H e be­
longs to the American Relay League 
and helps boys get their operator
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licenses. W ith his amateur station he 
helped keep contact with the Schooner 
Yankee when she was in the antipodes, 
and helped out in emergency com­
munications during the Ohio Valley 
floods of 1937.

He helps collect Red Cross contri­
butions; one of his ambitions is to 
improve the lot of rural radio; he 
swims in the YMCA pool for exercise; 
he has held a commission in the U. S.

Arm y Signal Corps Reserve; he is a 
fair boxer (years ago, he says); he 
likes to  dance, hunt, fish, camp, play 
tennis, sail boats, play softball, take 
candid camera pictures.

Here’s a sample of what they say 
about Brother Leydorf: " . . .  as a 
technical expert he shows a rare com­
bination of brilliant scholarship, in­
defatigable industry and imagination, 
combined w ith common sense.”

— Bridge of Eta Kappa N u

A U  Am erican, H o l t  R a s t , 
G ra d u a te s  this Spring

H olt Rast, Mu ’42, probably re­
ceived more national publicity during 
the past year than any other Theta 
Tau, active or alumnus, due to  his great 
football ability, which was recognized 
by almost all of the All-America 
pickers. H olt called signals fo r the 
Crimson Tide from his end position 
last season, and Bama’s successful foot­
ball year, climaxed by a Cotton Bowl 
win over the Texas Aggies, was due 
to a large extent to  his skillful hand­
ling of the team. While he is known 
best for his football activities, Brother 
Rast has also taken part in many other 
campus organizations, being a past 
president o f the "A ” club, and a mem­
ber of Jasons, honorary senior society, 
and Omicron Delta Kappa. H olt was 
initiated into Theta T au in the spring 
of 1940, and will graduate this spring 
as a Bachelor o f Science in Civil Engi­
neering.

I V o y m  L y n A  H e a J s  C .  £  J

Wayne E. Lynch, Kappa ’26, was 
recently appointed head of the newly 
formed railroad rolling stock section 
of the transportation department of 
General Electric Co. a t its Erie (Pa.) 
works and will be responsible for Ioco-

'epartment
motive applications and sales to rail­
roads, including electrics, diesel-elec- 
trics, complete electrifications and 
electric equipment for railroad Ioco-

A native of Illinois, Brother Lynch
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attended Bradley Polytechnic Institute 
a t Peoria for two years and graduated 
from  U niversity of Illinois in 1926. 
In July of that year he entered the 
G -E test course, taking the G-E ad­
vanced engineering course in 1927 and 
1928. In the la tte r year he trans­
ferred to  the transportation depart­
ment at Schenectady, moving to Erie 
in 1929. In 1931, after three years 
on urban-transit and gas-electric cars, 
he was assigned to heavy-traction 
equipment and did considerable work 
on the Pennsylvania electrification. In 
1939 he became interested in the ap­
plication of diesel-electric locomotives 
fo r switching and mainline service and 
followed this work until his recent

— Bridge of Ela Kappa Nil

Fli3 I,, to  M iJ J U  E o s , W in s  C  

Sigm a  28

Co-piloting a huge bomber on a 
long distance flight which mapped the 
route now used to ferry American 
planes to  the Middle East was the ac­
tion for which Lt. Col. Curtis E. Le- 
May, Columbus army flier, received 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, i t  was 
recently revealed by the Associated 
Press in Washington.

Col. LeMay was one of a crew of 
six aboard the plane, a B-24 four- 
engine bomber, which began its flight 
from Bolling Field, Washington, D. 
C., last fall and traveled across the 
south Atlantic to A frica, to Asia 
Minor and back, covering in all a 
route of 26,000 miles.

The three officers and three enlisted 
men comprising the crew were cited

for C urtis  £  L e A tu r ,

for outstanding initiative, resourceful­
ness, and a high degree of skill under 
trying conditions, according to  the 
Associated Press.

Army spokesmen said the flight in­
volved the use of a large number of 
strange airports and requiring expert 
handling of the plane, because most 
of the fields were smaller than is con­
sidered safe for the operation of a 
plane as large as the B-24.

The decoration, highest army award 
for noncombat flight achievement, was 
conferred on them a t President Roose­
velt’s direction.

Col. LeMay, who is 3 5, a native of 
Columbus and a graduate of Ohio 
State University, has been an air corps 
flier for 13 years.

— Ohio State Journal
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J o c k  E icU erl D e lta  '41,

C ompletes F lig h t Training

A t Kelly Field, Texas, Jack Eichler, 
Delta ’41, is completing his final ten 
months of advanced flight training re­
quired to earn the wings of a flying 
reserve officer in the recently re-ex­
panded United States Arm y Air Corps.

Brother Jack originally haled from 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio, and quite 
logically entered Case School of A p­
plied Science in Cleveland. While at 
Case he affiliated with Delta Chapter 
and, upon graduation, entered the Air 
Corps. Many Brothers will remember 
Jack Eichler as a delegate at the 14th 
Biennial Convention.

A lk e r t R ichards, L a m h d a  ’36, 
on A t iJ w a y  U a n J

In a letter sent to Lambda Chapter 
and dated February 19, 1942, Albert 
Richards, Jr., Lambda ’36, who is now 
located on Midway Island says: " I t  
won’t be very long before my contract 
is finished, bu t I volunteered to stay 
and finish up some im portant work. 
I ’ve been plenty busy in charge of a 
good part of the engineering work 
here, and feel as safe here as in H ono­
lulu. Commander Keim is m y boss, 
as I work directly under him, and he 
is a good guy. H e thinks a lot of Dr. 
Richard R. Lyman, Hon. Lambda 
member.”

R eg iona l D irectors A p p o in ted  
The Fifteenth Biennial Convention inaugurated a plan for regional directors 

to have jurisdiction over the areas set up as regions for conferences.
T o date, the following appointments as regional directors have been made 

by Grand Regent Glass:
N orman B. Ames— Region I (Gamma Beta, Theta, Tau1 Pi1 Rho)
C. H . Wall— Region 2 (Delta Beta, N u, Delta, Sigma, Phi, Mu)
Joe W. Skovholt-Region 3 (Omicron, Alpha, Beta, Zeta, Iota, Upsilon)
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ACCELERATION
Many engineering schools will soon 

begin an accelerated program which 
will shorten the time for graduation 
of all engineers now in school, except 
fo r the graduating seniors. Those 
schools operating on the semester basis 
are planning a "summer semester” and 
those on the quarter system are offer­
ing a summer quarter. Either plan 
results in an increase in rate of prog­
ress through engineering— or, reversely, 
requires less time to  obtain a degree. 
Beginning freshmen can graduate in 
tw o years and eight months while 
present juniors can accept employment 
as graduate engineers next January.

Many students now in school are 
wondering whether or not to enter 
into the accelerated program. To do 
so will, in many cases, involve borrow­
ing money in the summer rather than

mng i To s , this

of presenting a regular summer term. 
The engineering student can not serve 
his country more effectively than to 
make himself available for technical 
service in the war effort as soon as 
possible. The recent ruling of the 
Selective Service authorities removing 
the protection of deferment from 
those engineering students who are on 
vacation is no doubt a practical effort 
to encourage the student to speed up 
his training. Government authorities 
are agreed that they would rather have

i engine a on t Hs

superable obstacle. So 
far, the government has taken no ac­
tion which would facilitate student 
credit arrangements. Others feel that 
experience in the summer is more d-'- 
sirable than formal education. Some, 
no doubt, believe tha t their brains need 
a vacation, if they are to avoid going

There are also good reasons for go­
ing to school the year round. O b­
viously, the need for engineers is great. 
Were this not true no school would 
have gone to the trouble and expense

t for the infantry 
now, and this viewpoint is undoubtedly 
shared by most students.

The necessity of borrowing money 
should not deter an engineering stu­
dent. Starting salaries today are 
enough higher than they were a year 
ago to enable the average single man 
to  repay a school debt in a year or 
two. By the time present students 
graduate, compensation may be even 
higher due to the unparalled demand 
for engineering service.

Probably little importance should 
be attached to summer employment at 
this time. Better, now, to get experi­
ence in a place where development into 
a useful engineer can follow as quickly 
as possible. The loss of a vacation will 
probably not prove as detrimental to 
a good grasp of engineering fundamen­
tals as might be supposed. The aver­
age practicing engineer works SO weeks
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of the year without noticeable loss of 
efficiency. True, he may not have to 
burn as much midnight oil as a stu­
dent but his responsibilities are much 
greater. The failure of a structure or 
machine is much worse to contemplate 
than is the possibility of getting a D  
grade in S hours of work.

It thus seems desirable to enter into 
accelerated programs immediately. Stu­
dents should also buckle down to work 
for as complete a mastery of their 
courses as time will permit. We are 
at war and our opponents don’t take

T H E  IMPACT OF W AR 

W ar will bring problems to the fra t­
ernity. The possibility of serious dis­
ruption of chapter functions will be 
ever present. The call to service may 
deplete chapter rolls. Lack of atten­
tion may cause chapter finances to de-

To be forewarned is to be forearmed.

The Grand Regent in his report to the 
Convention made several good sugges­
tions which chapter officers should 
look up in the convention minutes and 
study. Chapters should make an im­
mediate effort to reach a strong con­
dition. Members should be recruited 
from all eligible classes to  prevent loss 
o f the bulk of the chapter by gradu­
ation. Strict control of member ac­
counts should be exercised in order to 
keep the chapter solvent. Unneces­
sary expenditures should be postponed. 
Transactions with members of the Ex­
ecutive Council should be carried out 
promptly and efficiently in order that 
all concerned may save time —  time 
which, in many cases, may have a 
direct bearing upon our war effort.

In short, war conditions demand 
that chapters be on their toes, alert to 
the dangers, and prepared to  meet all 
contingencies. The time to drif t aim­
lessly along the path of least resist-

Present C h ap ter  A dvisers 
The most recent list of chapter ad­

visers appears below. Chapters are re­
minded tha t their recommendations 
for advisers should be submitted to the 
Grand Regent. If  he concurs in their 
choice, he will appoint the brother 
recommended, thus making the ad­
viser, in effect, a representative of the 
Grand Regent.
Alpha— Albert Schlechten, Psi ’37 
Beta— Leo F. Duggan, Beta Hon. ’12 
Gamma— M. I. Signer, Iota ’22 
Delta— Milo S. Ketchum, Kappa ’31 
Epsilon— Charles A. Anderson, E ’24 
Zeta— Wendell W yatt, Zeta '39 
Theta— A.D. Hinckley, Theta ’27 
Iota— Clair V. Mann, Hon. Iota ’14 
Lambda— George W. Carter, Lambda 

’33

Mu— James M. Faircloth, Rho '28 
Nu— Leo T . Lawler, Hon. N u 
Omicron— J. W . Howe, Omicron ’24 
Pi—
R h o -
Sigma— Claude H. Wall, Sigma '20 
Tau— Edward F. Perry, Tau ’13 
Upsilon— William B. Stelzner, Upsilon 

H on. ’07 
Phi— George P. Springer, Phi T l  
Chi— E. S. Borgquist, Lambda T l  
Psi— G. L. Shue, Psi Hon. '26 
Omega— C. Merle Rowe, Omega ’21 
Gamma Beta— Norman B. Ames, 

Gamma Beta ’17 
Delta Beta— H . H . Fenwick, Delta 

Beta ’23;
W. R. Barnes, Delta Beta 
’37
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Betters from the Chapters

Beta  M a k e s  C ontribution  to W a r  E ffort
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G a m m a  im p a tien t to I r y  G u t  I \  issiny A ia c h in e
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Epsilon S ta rts  Semester w ith  Stealcs a n d  Steins

BERKELEY 
C A L IF . \
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A i u  Stronger I  Iian P a u l Bunyan

U N IV E R S IT Y  

/  A L A . \
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R k o  K n o w s  IVAaf the G overnor o f  N o r t k  
C arolina  S a id
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C h i  C jraJua tes 24 Seniors
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Intermountain A .  A .  A w a rd s  
Scholarship

sociation recently chose Howard M. Hurst, 

a scholarship to an outstanding University of

banquet at the Art Barn, include J. Perry 
Erickson, Vice-President; C. Milton Anderson,

visory board members: Mervin B. Hogan,
Mack S. Kesler, Blaine Watts, C  E. Painter, 
Ellis W. Barker, J. William Funk, Wallace L. 
Smithy and Elton W. Pace.

A. Bergman, member of Theta Tau and Tau

Utah Student Engineers' Society. The award

—Salt Lake Telegram

N orthw estern  A lu m n i C lu h  P lans Spring M ee tin g
Due to the fact that we haven't had a 

meeting of our Alumni Club since our last 
letter to you on October 28, we have no 
further activities to report at this time. Our 
annual spring meeting will be held in April, 
the date of which has not yet been set, but

We expect a good attendance even though 

for military service or for defense work. Wc

any others living

A lu m n i Charm  N o w A vailaU e
The alumni charm, ad­

opted by the Fifteenth 
Biennial Convention, is 
now available from the 
Balfour Jewelry Co., A t­
tle b o ro , Massachusetts. 
This charm, which may 

be worn on a w atch chain as a recog­
nition piece is made up of the letters 
Theta and Tau, the top of the T  form ­
ing the horizontal bar in the Theta as 
shown in the cu t of the new insignia.

who has’e joined the Army or Navy, and at

the list. We have heard from Brother Charles 
Lyden who was in Pearl Harbor at the time 
of the attack there and who says he is safe.

You asked for the names of our officers. 
They are as follows: President, Dr. George F.

dent, A. B. Martin; Secretary-Treasurer1 Ray-

Conrow, Edward O. Bonner, and I. R. Murphy.

With kindest regards, I am

Ravworth Howe, Secretary-Treasurer

The base price of this jewelry will be 
$3.2?. A 10% Federal Tax will be 
added and, in some states, a sales tax. 
Orders from alumni may be placed 
through Grand Treasurer Vawter or 
direct w ith Balfour. Actives may not 
buy the charm except through the 
Grand Treasurer and then only im­
mediately before graduation. I t  was 
the intention of the convention that 
the recognition key should be worn 
only by an alumnus.
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OMICRON
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To A U  T tfe Sub scribers
Fill out the form below and send it  to T h e  G ear. The magazine can be 

sent only to  those alumni or inactive life subscribers whose addresses are in 
our files.

T h e  G ear cannot be forwarded on the original postage.

Name —  -

Chapter Class

Mailing Address .......  Street

 ............_  Post Office

 ........... State

Subscribers in military service are requested to furnish a home address, be­
cause o f the frequent shifting o f the military personnel.

Permanent address from which mail will always be forwarded to you:

Post Office

   .....................  State

KEEP US INFORM ED OF YOUR 
CO RRECT ADDRESS 

Send to

TH E  GEAR O F T H E TA  TAU 
210 Engineering Bldg.





A  RING FOR IDENTIFICATION
In these days of world conflict a ring 
is worn for identification. It en­
hances the appearance of your hand 
—and gives instant recognition wher­
ever you go and identifies you with 
your fraternity.
W E A R  Y O U R  R I N G  P R O U D L Y .

T h e  1942 Edition of the 
Balfour Blue Book carries 
a fine selection of rings as 
w ell as o th e r  g i f ts  and 
favors.

S ta t io n e ry  s a m p le s
sent to  interested mem­
bers. Frequent letters to 
your friends in the Serv­
ice build strong morale
and are a very definite . . .  ,
defense contribution. Be ★  H u g e  m a ssiv e  r in g s  t o r

Balfour le a th e r  is the
favorite gift to  the sen­
iors or your friends in 
the Service . . . Leather 
for men or women . . . 
Saddle leather or baby 
calf . . . Less expensive 
in sheepskin.Patriotic. men—or fine gold filigree

for women.
Theme rings that sug­

gest past associations.
Fine designs to show 

your good taste and dis­
crimination.
I t  W rite for your own 
free copy on a government 
post card today.
See the special line of Chap­
ter Gifts for men called to 
Service. The Balfour repre­
sentative will show you 
these special gifts on his 
next call.

★
O F F IC IA L  JE W E L E R  T O  

T H E T A  T A U

L G' BALFOUR company
F A C T O R I E S  I N  A T T L E B O R O ,  M A S S .
K n o w n  w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  a r e  s c h o o l s  a n d  c o l l e g e s


