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Alp h a , Founded October 1I, 1904 - -  - - University of Minnesota
(Chapter house) 324 W alnut St., S. E., Minneapolis, Minn.

Beta , Established March 26, 1906 - Michigan College of Mining and Tech.
(Chapter house) 233 College Ave., Houghton, Mich.

Gamma, Established November 8, 1907 - - - Colorado School of Mines 
c /o  Prof. M. I. Signer, Colo. School of Mines, Golden, Colo.

D elta, Established May 23, 1911 -  - - Case School of Applied Science
Theta Tau Box, Case School o f Applied Science, Cleveland, Ohio 

Epsilon , Established May 4, 1911 - -  - -  - University of California
Box, H earst Mining Bldg., University of California, Berkeley, Calif. 

Z eta, Established April 17, 1912 -  -  - - - - University o f Kansas
(Chapter house) 1140 Louisiana St., Lawrence, Kansas 

T heta , Eslablisled May 26, 1914 - - - - - - -  Columbia University
c /o  Prof. A. D. H inckley, Eng. Bldg., Columbia University, New York City 

Iota, Established February 5, 1916 - - - - Missouri School of Mines
T heta T au Box, Missouri School of Mines & Metallurgy, Rolla, Mo. 

Lambda, Established A pril 29, 1920 - - - - - -  University of Utah
Theta T au Fraternity, Union Building, Salt Lake C ity, Utah 

Mu, Established January 3, 1922 - - - - -  University of Alabama
c /o  Prof. Fred R . Maxwell, College of Eng., University, Alabama 

N u , Established January I, 1922 - - Carnegie Institute of Technology
P. O. Box 114, Carnegie Institute o f Technology, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

O m icron, Established February 3, 1921 - - - - -  University of Iowa
(Chapter house) 804 N orth  Dubuque Street, Iowa C ity, Iowa 

Pi, Established May 26, 1921 - - - - - -  - University of Virginia
(Chapter house) R. F. D. No. 3, Charlottesville, Virginia 

R h o , Established February 16, 1924 - N . C. State College of Ag. and Eng.
P. O. Box 532 5, State College Station, Raleigh, N . C.

Sigma, Established November 29, 1924 - - - - Ohio State University
(Chapter house) 1965 Indianola Ave., Columbus, Ohio

T au , Established December 12, 1 9 2 1 .............................. Syracuse University
c /o  Prof. E. F. Berry, College of Applied Science, Syracuse, New York 

Upsilon , Established April 7, 1928 - - - - -  University of Arkansas
216 Eng. Bldg., U. of Ark., Fayetteville, Arkansas

Phi, Established April 21, 1928 ...........................................Purdue University
(Chapter house) 416 N . Main St., West Lafayette, Ind.

C hi, Established A pril 21, 1910 - - - - - -  University of Arizona
Theta Tau Box, Engineering Bldg., University o f Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.

Psi, Established May 7, 1 9 ) 2  - Montana School of Mines
Theta T au Fraternity, Care of Montana School of Mines, Butte, Montana 

Omega, Established March 26, 19)2 - - - - -  S. Dakota School of Mines 
(Chapter house) 107 Kansas C ity St., Rapid C ity, South Dakota 

G amma Beta, Established March 16, 19) I -  George W ashington University 
c /o  Dean of School of Engineering, George Washington University, 

Washington, D. C.
Delta Beta, Established May 20, 1919 -  - University o f Louisville

(Chapter house) 2128 S. First St., Louisville, Ky.
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Fourteenth Biennial Convention
Chicago, w ith its many 

again received the delegates of Theta 
T au who assembled for the Fourteenth 
Biennial Convention on December 28- 
JO, 1939. The conveniently located 
LaSalle Hotel served as headquarters 
and completely met all requirements 
of the delegates except their desire for 
night prowling.

A n innovation this time was a pre
liminary meeting of the entire Execu
tive Council the day before the con
vention opened. A t this meeting the 
convention business was lined up and 
organized w ith the result tha t all were 
impressed w ith the efficiency of con-

T hat evening delegates began to  ap
pear and the Credentials Committee 
w ent to work on them promptly. All 
were examined before the official meet
ings began.

A t 10:00 A.M. on the 28th all were 
assembled. The official attendance 
follows:

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
J. M. Daniels, Hon. Nu, Grand Regent 
Russell G. Glass, Sigma '24, Grand Vice-Regent 
E. J. Schrader, Alpha 'OS, Grand Scribe 
Jamison Vawter, Zeta '16, Grand Treasurer 
D- D. Curtis, Omicron '19, Grand Marshal 
R. W. Nusser. Zeta ’28, Grand Inner Guard

DELEGATES

Gamma—George Yeager 
Delta—Jack Eichler 
Epsilon—Theodore Olson

Theta—Paul Checkovich, Jr. 
Iota—Eugene L. Olcott 
Lambda—T. L. Wilson 
Mu—Ernest T. George, Jr. 
N u -Millard L. Levy

Rho—B. A. Hildebrand

Tau-E.-* Frederick Wells 
Upsilon—David M. Muir 
Phi—Charles E. Kramer 
Chi—John McPherson 
Psi—Thor W. Johnson 
Omega—MaIford B. Gilbrough 
Gamma Beta—Ira K. Jones 
Delta Beta—Seaton Hunter 

ALTERNATES 
Alpha—Thor Berquist 
Beta—Harry C. Finley 
Epsilon—Grant W. Metzger 
Lambda—Justin S. Blickcnsderfer 
Theta—Chas. Preusch 
lota—Marwin E. Pingel 
Omicron—G. T. Kellogg 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS

William R. Wilson, Lambda '38 
Kansas City Alumni Association

R. W. Nusser, Zeta '28 
Cleveland Alumni Association 
^   ̂ R. G. Glass, Sigma '24

Central Alumni Association

Robert B. Aslesen, Alpha '37 
Capital City Alumni Association

Parker Trask, Epsilon '17
Also in attendance were many H  & T  
men from the active chapters as well 
as many alumni. In  order o f attend
ance a t the convention came Omicron 
and Phi w ith 14; Beta and Lambda 
w ith 6; Alpha and Zeta with S; Sigma 
w ith 4; Epsilon, Iota, N u, Omega, 
Gamma Beta, and Delta Beta with' J ; 
and all other chapters w ith one or tw o 
men— a total o f 87 who signed the 
official register.

The convention opened w ith Bro
ther Seaton H unter, delegate from the 
recently installed Delta Beta chapter, 
in the chair and the Grand Officers 
were received. The first order of busi
ness was the report o f the Credentials 
Committee. The report indicated that
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the delegates were, on the average, the 
most proficient of any ever examined.

Committee appointments were then 
made, each delegate being placed on 
two committees (whose chairman had 
the little job of scheduling meetings 
at which all committee men could be 
present). A fter solving this problem 
the work involved seemed easy.

Grand Regent Daniels then gave his 
biennium report. Brother Daniels re

viewed the work of the Executive 
Council during the biennium, men
tioning the success of the chapter ad
viser system, the enthusiastic response 
of the chapters to regional meetings, 
the increased number of chapter visits 
by members of the Executive Council, 
a survey of methods used at various 
schools for handling delinquent ac
counts, and desirable modifications of 
the chapter award system. The Grand 
Regent closed with the statement that 
his present professional duties made it 
impossible for him to be a candidate

for reelection— a statement tha t all 
were sorry to  hear.

Before proceeding, the convention 
gave a rising vote of thanks to Past 
G rand Regent Hopkins for his part 
in preparing for the convention in 
Chicago.

The memorial ceremony in honor of 
twenty Theta Taus who had died dur
ing the biennium closed the first ses-

The afternoon meeting was given 
over to reports from the executive 
council, active chapters, and alumni 
associations. Grand Vice-Regent Glass 
told of his many visits to chapters (he 
contacted nearly half of them) and 
drew attention to the several regional 
meetings held during the biennium. 
The strengthening of the regional 
meeting program during the biennium 
was described.

Grand Scribe Schrader began his re
port w ith a membership summary 
showing tha t the total number initi

Executive Coun



T H E  GEAR O F T H E TA  T A U  7

ated at the close of 1939 was 7,344—  
an increase of 703 during the bien
nium. Chi chapter drew top honors 
with 46 initiates during the biennium 
but Gamma and Psi were right be
hind with 45 and 44 respectively. The 
average increase per chapter was 30 
men. Brother Schrader admitted w rit
ing 1,754 letters on fraternity busi
ness in the past two years— a signifi
cant measure of his interest in the 
fraternity. H e reviewed the exten
sion of the Fraternity to  the Univer
sity of Louisville and noted the death 
of many local engineering fraternities 
during the depression.

G rand Treasurer Vawter next took 
the floor and showed the convention 
where the money came from and where 
it went. Due to larger receipts than 
expected, there was an operating sur
plus fo r the biennium despite larger 
expenses than were anticipated. The 
problem of investments was mentioned 
and the policy of making conservative 
loans to  chapters for legitimate ven
tures was endorsed by the Grand 
Treasurer.

G rand Marshal Curtis, in his report, 
complimented the chapters upon their 
promptness in complying w ith re
quests from his office. He reported 
a greater demand for pledge forms 
and shingles than in any preceding 
biennium, a fact indicating a healthy 
replacement in the chapters. Instruc
tions and explanations of correct pro
cedures between chapters and the 
Grand Marshal were given.

Grand O uter G uard Nusser pre
sented a report showing a penetrating 
insight into chapter problems and 
making several constructive sugges
tions. Im portant among these were: 
strong action in the m atter of indi
vidual indebtedness to chapters, pub
lication of a manual of instruction,

and the extension of the length of re
gional meetings to two days.

The last report from the executive 
council was made by Grand Outer 
Guard Ames. H e outlined his part 
in chapter visits and in the installa
tion of Delta Beta chapter and closed 
w ith a snatch of poetry —  a thing 
which few Theta Taus could do as 
convincingly as the "Senator”. Brief 
as was Brother Ames’ report, it dem
onstrated clearly the w riter’s ability 
to inspire men to greater loyalty to 
their Fraternity.

The G ear report covered the de
velopment of circulation during the 
biennium and the publication of the 
directory. A 38 per cent increase in 
circulation for the biennium was 
noted, the total number being 2,500. 
Better than half the eligible life sub
scribers are regularly receiving the 
G ear. The director)' was published 
at a cost of $3800.00 and over-ran 
its expected subsidy from the National 
Treasury by only 10 per cent.

Alumni associations and chapters 
were heard from during the remainder 
of the afternoon session and no for
mal program was outlined for the 
evening. Committee work and various 
other attractions occupied the dele
gates ( to  the exclusion of sleep in

The second day opened a t 10:00 
A.M. w ith  all delegates in their places 
and looking none the worse for wear. 
AU were interested in a stenographer 
who took down all the proceedings 
directly on a high-powered typewriter. 
Even the fastest talkers were unable 
to outspeed her flying fingers. Com
mittee reports were the order of the 
day. The insignia committee started 
the fireworks w ith a proposal for an 
official key. Since a key is the recog
nized emblem of the honor societies
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and since Theta Tau is a professional 
fraternity, adequately provided with 
badge and recognition pin, those in 
favor of an official key encountered 
much adverse logic of a lusty variety. 
The key proponents were determined, 
however, and Upsilon chapter was 
authorized to investigate key designs 
and submit a recommended form to

Erich Schrader congratulates Thomas of Pi 
Ycagcr and McPherson from the West 

Nighthawks: Napier, Wells, Muir, Johnson 
Exploration Com.: Hildebrand. Aslescn, Hunter 
Near eastern men: Eichler, Levy, Zimmerman

the chapters and to the Executive 
Council. Should a key be adopted, it 
would in no respect replace the badge.

Perhaps the most significant legis
lation was the authorization of the 
publication of a pocket-sized manual 
o f instruction to be distributed to  all 
pledges. Long needed by the chapters, 
the manual is now to become a reality. 
Brother Nusser was given charge of

Friday evening brought a large 
tu rnout for the convention banquet. 
Ably "toastmastered” by Brother 
Jackson of the Chicago Alumni As
sociation, the banquet was the high
light of the convention. Responses 
from the national officers were brief 
bu t w itty. "Sandy” McPherson, Chi 
delegate, stole the show w ith an ex
temporaneous talk tha t le ft everyone 
hanging on the ropes. I f  "Sandy” had 
any inhibitions he must have left them 
at Tucson. Seaton H unter, Delta 
Beta delegate, also made a masterly 
response for the "baby” chapter of 
the fraternity.

Following the banquet an initiation 
was held for Brothers Beaudry and 
Butterw orth from Omicron and Bro
thers Straeffer and Durbin from Delta 
Beta. These brothers had the rare 
privilege of receiving the grip from 
Erich J. Schrader, founder of the fra t
ernity. The many alumni present 
greatly enjoyed the smooth presenta
tion of the ritual by the Executive 
Council.

Saturday morning brought the clos
ing session w ith election of officers, 
resolutions, and unfinished business. 
The following officers were elected for 
the next biennium:
Grand Regent . Russell G. Glass, Sigma '24 
Grand Vice-Regent Ralph W. Nusser, Zeta '2« 
Grand Scribe . Erich J. Schrader, Alpha 'OS 
Grand Treasurer . Jamison Vawter1 Zeta '1« 
Grand Marshal

Donald D. Curtis, Omicron Hon. '19
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Grand Inner Guard
Norman B. Ames, Gamma Beta '17 

Grand Outer Guard
Joseph W. Skovholt, Alpha 'Jl

The results of the contest, held dur
ing the past year, were presented. This 
contest enabled chapters to  score 
points on various qualities indicative 
of chapter excellence. Although the 
final scores for some of the chapters 
were quite close, Pi chapter was judged 
the winner by the Executive Council 
and was announced as the first w in
ner of the Erich J. Schrader Award. 
Delegate Thomas of Pi, was all smiles 
as he came forward to receive the 
trophy from the founder of the Frat
ernity.

The Grand Scribe read telegrams of 
felicitation from George D. Louder- 
back, Past Grand Regent; J. Sidney 
Marine, Past Grand Regent; Phil J. 
Laurence, Past Grand Vice-Regent and 
Treasurer; and Reese W. Davis, Past 
G rand Marshal.

As the meeting adjourned there were 
many regretful partings between men 
who had met bu t three days before 
bu t who already felt like old friends. 
The lubricant of fraternity  loyalty 
had done its work well and many dele-

O f f t L  Record
The Gamma Beta boys are so in

terested in their work (?)  that they 
even hold their parties in the me
chanics laboratory. They say there’s 
an air about the place.

Grand Regent Daniels, drawing on 
the wisdom acquired at previous con
ventions, suggested that committee 
work be done early since, “It is pos
sible that some may wish to visit the 
stockyards, or something, after the

banquet.” It is our observation that 
they did and that they saw more 
calves than cows.

Several commented on the fact that 
competition never lagged. Even at 
the convention there was a big neon 
Triangle blazing over a doorway across 
the street. This may have been a 
Greek organization for it appeared to 
cater to the gastronamic desires of 
the populace.

Thomas, Pi; George, Mu

gates returned home realizing that 
they had enjoyed one of the most 
pleasant and inspirational experiences 
of their lives
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The rigor of Grand Officers Daniels 
and Vawter in checking the number 
of initiates reported by the chapters 
had the delegates buffaloed. By the 
time the chapter reports got down to 
Rhol Brother Hildebrand said, ‘T'rn 
afraid to give the number of our 
initiates I”

In a discussion of fraternity  sing
ing, Brother H unter confessed that 
Delta Beta learned several songs from 
the Sigma boys who attended the in
stallation last May but regretted that 
they were not the type which could 
be sung in public.

ing example in this field was the 
chain that adorned the manly chest of 
Brother Zimmerman of Sigma. This

supported a handful of fraternity 
keys which would have ruptured an 
inferior product. Brother Zimmer
man was used as Exhibit A by Grand 
Vice-Regent Glass to illustrate the 
futility of using a key as a means of 
recognition.

One of the best attended sessions of 
the convention was that held at the 
KooKoo Club early Saturday morning. 
Outside is was cold bu t inside— oh

Jones called his girl after ̂  midnight—

boy! A t this clinic the delegates, 
acting as a committee of the whole, 
gave serious consideration to para
bolic, sinusoidal, and other interesting 
curves; noted several examples o f both 
absolute and relative motion; observed 
cases of static and dynamic balance; 
and tested the viscosity, density, and 
chemical effects of several well known 
and popular internal lubricants. Had 
there been any college professors at 
this gathering they would have had 
ample opportunity to observe modern 
methods of filling front row seats and 
securing rapt attention for hours on 
end. Here it  was that Dave Muir, 
Upsilon, displaying a perserverance not 
often found in college students, spent 
three hours’ time and all of his change 
in developing a first-hand acquaint
ance w ith one of the best formed sub
jects of observation. Stimulated by 
the masterly efforts of the clinic super
visor in presenting the program, the 
boys rose to the occasion w ith many 
pertinent remarks and suggestions 
which contributed greatly to the suc
cess o f the meeting. Records do not 
show when this clinic adjourned; in 
fac t there may be none who know 
exactly. However, everyone was in 
his place when the official 10:00 A.M. 
session began at convention head
quarters.

Curiously enough, although the 
Chicago legitimate theatres were en
joying great runs of good shows and 
featuring such stars as John Barry
more and Edward Everett Horton,

pearing with her ice skating revue, 
the majority of our boys seemed to 
be talking about Kitty Davis’ place, 
the KooKoo Club, Geo. White's Scan
dals, and even the art classes at the 
Rialto, as the ne plus ultra of enter
tainment.
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W hen we were in school, a profes
sor once told us tha t he could be sure 
to  find errors in the first paper turned 
in on any examination because invari
ably someone was in such a hurry to 
finish that he didn’t  take time to be 
careful. Must be true of expense ac
counts also, for Brother Vawter had 
the same experience. A fter giving 
detailed instructions at one session, he 
announced receipt of the first expense 
account at the next session, then im
mediately discovered errors in it.

Theta Tau seems to bask in the 
sunlight on at least one campus. The 
delegate from this school reported 
that his chapter's only competitors

The insomnia committee was func
tioning quite well as usual a t this 
convention. Only once or twice was

anyone caught napping in the sched
uled sessions and insofar as we could 
learn, not at all at other times, ex
cept for a few conservative brothers 
who took small doses of shut-eye be
tween the hours o f 3:00 and 8:00 
A.M.

Rho chapter must have a collector 
extraordinary on its rolls. His per
suasive letters to alumni resulted in 
an influx of important folding money 
in an amount more than equal to 
that shown on the books as due! Do 
we hear an offer for the name of this

Invitations came pouring in for 
convention sites for 1941. Kansas 
C ity, the Tw in Cities, and Louisville, 
vied for the honor. Unlike the in
vitations extended to the major poli
tical parties, none was accompanied by 
a certified check in any  amount!

Impressions o f  the Convention
E. L. O lcott, Iota

Impressions o f the convention are 
really the impressions of the brothers 
who assembled and worked together. 
First there was the Executive Council 
— men whom we had read about, cor
responded with, but yet never actually

W e were all impressed by Brother 
Daniels, parlimentarian, strong man of 
T heta Tau— Brother Glass who will 
continue the enjoyment and success of 
this great convention with his " little  
conventions”— Brother Schrader, dear 
to all of us— Brother Vawter, as wise 
and stubborn a financier as there ever 
was— Brother Nusser, I’m going to try 
and get you to  visit Iota real soon—  
Brother Ames who hopes that we en

gineers will not heed the high-sounding 
financial theories which have recently 
eminated from his dear Washington, 
D. C.— Brother Curtis, a faithful Mar
shal, and the Gearmen, journalists of 
the first order. My greatest single 
impression was the deep understanding 
that these men have of the separate 
problems confronting each and every 
chapter. Indeed, they know more 
about Iota than do some of our ac
tives! How fortunate are the chap
ters which have one of these men liv
ing in their vicinity!

The delegates were good Theta Taus 
and able workers. How could we for
get good-looking Brother George of 
Mu and his longing for keys? O r 
Checkovich who worked so hard on
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the constitution committee that he 
had to drown his worries in liquids? 
Brother Thomas who looked so proud 
when he received the Memorial Award 
for Pi— Brother Levy and his never 
ending tales —  Brother Upsilon who 
made me feel right at home— Brother 
H unter, the child prodigy from Ken
tucky— Brother McPherson ever send
ing out sound advice from Chi—  
Brother Yaeger, assistant to  Regent 
Glass and a great beer drinker— Zim
merman who sprained his ankle from 
carrying so many keys— Brother Hard
away telling us how "we” do it at 
Omicron— Brother Napier who was 
too bashful to sing us the Zeta sweet
heart song and couldn’t  sing the other 
songs because of the presence of a 
female secretary?

The benefits of the convention? 
Just let me say tha t the meeting which 
Iota held following the convention was 
the most successful and inspiring meet
ing that we have had for a long time. 
Convention ideas did it.

T hor J o hn son , Psi ’41
Being able to  attend the fourteenth 

Biennial Convention of Theta Tau as 
a delegate from Psi gave me a personal 
honor and also gave me a stronger 
realization of what our fraternity is 
and for what it  stands.

I met every national officer and 
delegate, and each was a swell fellow. 
I t  was a pleasure to know them. As 
soon as a person had introduced him
self, he knew he had gained another 
friend. The fraternal feeling and bond 
prevailed a t all times. It made no dif
ference w ith whom you ate, with 
whom you sat, or w ith whom you 
w ent out, one still had that "related” 
feeling. I remember my roomie, Bro
ther Fred Wells of Syracuse, saying, 
"Gee, it  seems funny that we just

m et a couple of hours ago, and now 
we act and talk as though we had 
known each other for years.”

The Alumni Association of Chicago 
m ust be complimented on the success 
o f the convention. The national o f
ficers, I know, have the praises of all 
the delegates. I’ll never forget that 
warm, friendly smile and the old 
"grip” that we all received as we filed 
by Brother Schrader in the executive 
suite before our credential examina
tion. T hat was the beginning of the 
convention.

There are a few incidences that are 
memories now, bu t make me smile at 
times. I am still wondering if Bro
thers Napier and Muir think their 6:30 
A.M. w ait could have been compen
sated. Boys, you certainly had pa
tience, bu t, o f course, that is a quality 
of an engineer. And, Brother Levy, 
how about you? Do you still feel 
"gypped” on tha t deal? Remember? 
Just a word of friendly advice to Bro
thers H unter and "Podner” McPherson 
— why don’t  you fellows take a hand 
in politics? You lads can shore spill 
it. I got a swell "bang” out of "Kid” 
Checkovitch’s explanations on every 
little  thing— remember, Jerry?

Remember, fellows, when we visited 
the Black H awk and heard Joe Sanders 
followed by the Chez Paree where we 
just about heard Lew Breeze, and fin
ally crashed the Hotel Sherman to hear 
Fats Waller? And say, I mustn’t for
get the old "Koo-Koo” gang and the 
farewell party!

We all tried to see as much of "ole 
Chicago” as possible, and we did! T hat 
is, we saw as much as our feet would

H enry H ardaway, Omicron ’41
O ur chapter having had several 

weeks to benefit from the suggestions
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brought back by the four members 
who attended the national convention, 
now regrets that it  was impossible for 
the chapter as a whole to attend the

The only fellow I can recall, who 
was the least b it disappointed with any 
part o f the convention, was Brother 
McPherson, who, upon leaving the 
pullman, tipped the porter a dollar 
and, to sec if he did right, watched a 
well-dressed business man leave the 
train. To his surprise (McPherson’s) 
the porter received a new shiny quar
ter. In the future I hope Brother Mc
Pherson profits from this experience.

All the other fellows seemed very 
pleased w ith the convention. Oh! did 
Brother Aslesen celebrate the election 
of Brother J. W . Skovholt to  the office 
of Grand O uter Guard. By the way, 
fo r the information of the two or three 
who were not present, the celebration 
took place at K itty  Davis'. Later 
Brother Aslesen ended the evening (4 
o’clock) by hitch-hiking back to  the

In  behalf of the members (active 
and alumni) o f Omicron chapter I 
wish to  extend our hearty thanks to 
the Executive Council for their efforts 
in making the convention a huge suc-

Raymond N apier, Zeta ’40 
The most outstanding feature of the 

Fourteenth Biennial Convention, as all 
the delegates will agree, was the re
markable degree to which everything 
was organized. Before my arrival in 
Chicago I was a little in doubt as to 
the ability o f a convention to dispose 
of fraternity  business. My doubts 
were quickly dispelled by the immedi
ate action of the grand officers who 
rounded everyone up and put them to 
work before the convention officially

opened. I found myself imbued with 
the same spirit of activity and indus
try  that characterized the organizers

A fter two days of uninterrupted 
work, most o f the delegates were seen 
to gaze wistfully over the bright lights 
of Chicago. Most of them agreed 
w ith Brother Muir, Upsilon, that it is 
a long time between drinks. . . . A fter 
leaving the K itty  Davis, where Bro
ther Levy, N u, was almost left hold
ing the "bag”, a group of the delegates 
discovered a rendevous containing most 
of the grand officers. Through the 
haze and smoke it could not be deter
mined who rated the choice bits of 
feminine pulchritude, who the master 
o f ceremonies dubbed Clark Gable, 
and who insisted on heckling the en
tertainers, bu t the following morning, 
careful observers noted that Grand 
Regent Daniels frequently brushed his 
coat lapels, that Brother Howe had ac
quired a more dramatic air, and that 
Brother" Nusser’s voice had dropped an 
octave— presumably from over-work.

To the casual observer, i t  would 
seem tha t there is nothing remarkable 
in fellowship and fraternalism, bu t 
when one considers that most o f the 
men at the convention were strangers 
one day and good friends the next, one 
sees the effect of the strong fraternal 
bonds of Theta Tau. I t is this feeling 
of national unity and solidarity that 
the delegates should feel obliged to 
transmit to their respective organiza-

David Muir, Upsilon ’40 
I t is my honest opinion that I will 

never experience a more enjoyable 
week the rest of my life. The con
vention made me realize what a won
derful thing it is to be a Theta Tau. 

One does not realize what a fine
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group of men belong to our fraternity 
until one has had the privilege of a t
tending a convention and meeting the 
grand officers and delegates.

In my case, it  brought to  mind a 
number of things which I should do 
to strengthen our chapter. I also ob
tained some ideas about the kind of 
work the chapter as a whole should 
be doing, and we have made a great 
deal of progress along these lines and 
have hopes of making even greater 
progress in the near future. This 
progress is due entirely to the conven
tion and for this reason I feel the con
vention was a great success.

J o h n  McPherson, Chi '39
I. Delegates

Olsen and Metzger of Epsilon —  
Mining tramps. G ot away w ith the 
hotel silver.

Wells of Tau— Where’s K itty? On 
second thought —  I like the "101”

George of Mu —  Evidently from 
Alabama. Missed the banquet.

Kramer of Phi— He’ll do for a bit 
of controversy. Has the right idea 
about things.

Yeager of Gamma— Football, ferns, 
and frolic. H ardrock from Colorado.

Johnson of Psi —  Scandinavian, I’ll 
bet. The resoluter.

Checkovich of Theta— Lady killer. 
Columbia flash.

Gilbrough of Omega— Said plenty 
when he did talk. Nice looking hair 
(red, in case you have forgotten.)

Levy of N u— Red-head also. Nice 
looking.

McPherson of Chi— Red-headed too. 
Draw your own conclusions.

Olcott of Iota— Fast talker. The 
doer of noble deeds.
II. National Officers

Grand Regent Daniels— A fine fel

low who has devoted an immense 
amount of time to, and accomplished 
much, for Theta Tau. Will be well 
remembered.

Grand Vice-Regent Glass— Couldn't 
be held back to get off to a good start 
in his new regime. Did he ever find 
the typewriter?

Grand Scribe Schrader— He speaks 
for himself.

Grand Treasurer Vawter —  The 
gentle "bull of the woods” . Our 
guardian angel and generous commis-

Grand Marshal Curtis— Young and 
handsome and a good double-checker 
o f everything he does.

Grand Inner G uard Nusser— He ap
parently docs a great deal o f very 
serious thinking for the good of the 
order. Turned in a very impressive

G rand O uter Guard Ames— Has to 
go to work now. Seriously though, a 
pal and best friend of everyone and 
has he a job with the chapter award!

G rand O uter Guard Elect Skovholt 
— Haven’t met him yet. His backers 
told us plenty.

III. Convention headquarters
Good eats; the beds looked o.k.

Didn’t  get much of a chance to use 
them (too many committee meet
ings) ; close to  K itty ’s— she made the 
column again; running w ater; reason
able rates; congenial hospitality; in the

IV. General comments on convention
The highest inspiration and best

fellowship tha t a young engineer can 
ever have the good fortune to meet. 
The remarkable wholehearted sincerity 
of the national officers and the older 
members present was most impressing 
to  the delegates. A triumph in H
& T l
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G eorge Y eager, Gamma ’39
Gamma is grateful for the leader

ship of Past Grand Regent Daniels and 
his staff during the past biennium; his 
successful regime was completed typic
ally by our successful 1939 conven-

Looking back, after these two 
months, the following impressions of 
the Chicago gathering still remain.

First, congratulations to peerless Pi, 
our high standard bearer— well chosen 
from a fast field of friendly competi-

The friendly ease of meeting the 
delegates and the officers: For instance, 
one of Chicago’s cinders in the Arizona 
eye of Chi’s "Sandy” McPherson 
brought forth  the grunt and groans 
tha t welcomed Gamma’s boy to the 
designated room. A minute after fish
ing in the watery eyes of the Scots-

plotting revenge on the W indy City, 
not unlike any two of the McCoys.

The alert actively advancing man
ner of conducting assemblies: To wit: 
Professor V awter taking advantage of 
numerous keys and medals on Sigma’s 
Jack Zimmerman’s bosom to  prove his 
point in the debate on "to  key, o r not

The unlimited capacity for enthu
siastic endeavor: Namely, those ses
sions to the early hours— they were 
thorough and effective, an im portant 
one of the several causes for that 
movement of the mountain of work 
by the national officers. Gamma is 
very thankful for committeemen like 
Epsilon’s Ted Olson and Beta’s Van 
Evera, for their logical fairness and 
capable solution of our difficulty.

The banquet, a pleasant affair on its 
own, flashed two highlights: Mc
Pherson’s delivery in that welcome- 
accepting speech produced as only the

redhead could. Then, the talk, noth
ing short of an oration, by Delta Beta’s 
Regent H unter —  an inspirationally 
life-creating transfusion, the young 
blood "type”  on which we thrive.

Two ceremonies given us by the 
National officers: the initiation and 
the installation of the present officers, 
were commendably conducted and ex
emplary. The first rite gave us four 
men whom every chapter is pleased to 
claim. The second gave us that co
ordinated staff of men with whom the 
guidance of our attack on the forces 
of the near future are happily en-

May the present biennium and com
ing conclaves be as increasingly fru it
ful as were those which you and I 
have recently shared.

Seaton H unter , Delta Beta '41
The convention has passed, and 

w hat do I remember?
Erich Schrader, who somehow re

minded me of Dad Brigman1 founder 
of Speed School . . .  A great square 
hotel lobby tha t was forbiddingly 
lonely one night and full of new 
friends the next . . . The K itty  Davis 
. . . the feeling of eating with an old 
friend when you sit down to lunch 
w ith a man you met day before yes
terday . . . Jamison Vawter and his 
habit of snapping out of quiet repose 
to query, "How many active mem
bers did your report say you had? 
T hat’s funny, you only paid dues on 
tw enty-tw o” . . . The Chicago "cab
bies” who speed up when they see a 
pedestrian . . . Roll call by chapters 
. . . The dimlit meeting room that 
was a world apart seven hours out of 
a day . . . H alf a hundred men with 
a common interest and purpose . . . 
T hat Theta Tau is not twenty-five 
men I know in Louisville but an ac
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tive national organization . . . Some 
solid facts about administration and 
organization that have already aided 
my chapter.

I praise the organizers of the con
vention for their forethought in all 
details and congratulate them on a 
convention which was a complete suc
cess to the Delta Beta delegation.

Malford B. G ilbrouch, Omega '40
I have always felt th a t a letter to 

the G f.ar should be like a young lady’s 
skirt— long enough to cover the sub
ject, bu t short enough to be interest
ing. But there were so many impres
sive features of the last biennial con
vention that it is difficult to  condense 
a summary of my fond memories into 
a single short letter.

My first view of Chicago is impressed 
in my memory quite deeply. I arrived 
a t the Windy C ity on the 8:40 plane, 
and I will say that a night view of 
Chicago from about 3000 feet made 
me think tha t I  was looking up at 
the milky way rather than down at 
a city.

W hen I was awakened in the middle 
forenoon of m y first day there, and 
looked out o f the hotel window to see 
the dark and gloomy streets, I  was on 
the verge of writing back to our con
gressman to consult him on exporting 
a little of our South Dakota sunshine

I feel that I was particularly for
tunate in being selected as the dele
gate of Omega chapter, because every 
brother tha t doesn't have the oppor
tun ity  o f attending a national conven
tion really misses something worth
while.

I was particularly impressed with 
the high standard of men tha t we have 
on our national council; and in my 
opinion every Theta Tau owes them

a sincere vote o f thanks for the great 
amount of gratis work that they do 
for the fraternity  at large. I will al
ways cherish the memory of meeting 
and becoming acquainted w ith that 
grand man, Erich Schrader, who, I 
feel, has given his very heart and 
soul for the best interests of Theta 
Tau.

My informal entertainment was 
limited to  a few choice bull sessions, 
and a brief sight seeing trip  with 
Brothers Rosenow, Gillmore, and As- 
Iesen. Gillmore and Rosenow left 
Aslesen and myself off a t K itty  Davis’s 
to  find our way home. I will say 
here tha t they could have picked a 
better place, especially when you have 
to  find your way back to a hotel.

'Twas a t K itty ’s place where Bro
ther Aslesen made his audition on the 
flute. I’m not going to tell here what 
he received as a reward for his per
formance. Further information might 
be obtained from Brother Aschen- 
brenner, Omicron.

I hope that I  will be able to attend 
the next biennial convention to re
new some of the many acquaintances 
tha t I made a t this last one.

To every brother who has never had 
the opportunity to  attend a conven
tion, I  will say, "go to the next one,

Best wishes to  all.

Ernest T . George, Jr., Mu ’39 

A t 5:00 P.M., December 30, 1939, 
I climbed aboard a train in Central 
Station— ahead of me was the sunny 
Southland, behind me was the 14th 
Biennial Convention— w ith me were 
thoughts and memories o f never to be 
forgotten experiences.

To m y mind, the convention was 
highly successful in every respect. It



T H E  G EAR O F T H E TA  TAU 17

was so well planned; it  functioned 
like a machine.

I had no idea that the 21 active 
chapters played such a large part in 
our national organization. The con
vention assured me tha t we governed 
ourselves while the capable Executive 
Council provided us w ith careful 
guidance.

It seems incredible tha t students 
from 21 colleges and universities 
could become acquainted and so 
friendly w ith each other in three 
short days. Never before have I had 
the pleasure of associating w ith such 
a fine group of men. Members of the 
Executive Council are certainly de
serving of the respect and admiration 
of all T heta T au’s.

A lot o f hard work took place dur
ing sessions and during committee 
meetings w ith  the result that much 
was accomplished. We did, however, 
find time between 10:00 P.M., and 
4:00 A.M., to play. This play con
sisted of everything from visits to 
Red Levy’s private bar to trips taking 
in all the night spots o f Chicago. 
Carousing w ith  the "Big Ten” afforded 
me lots of fun.

I t  is my sincere belief tha t we at 
Mu will profit by the many things 
learned a t the convention.

Ira J ones, Gamma Beta ’40 
Remember Brothers, when you go 

to  a convention be sure to keep your 
w atch running. I f  it stops, you’re 
liable to  miss your breakfast. T hat’s 
w hat happened to "Come to  Louis
ville”  H unter the morning I  arrived 
at the LaSalle. The hotel clerk as
signed me to room 1348 by mistake 
and when I barged in the room at 
9:00 A.M., "Jo” Harding and "C . to 
L.” woke up long enough to  see that 
"CL’s” w atch read S o’clock. They

politely told me to try  another room, 
saying, " If  you don’t mind, we would 
like to get some more sleep—just gone 
to sleep, you know.” The pay-off 
came when "CL” and "Jo” walked 
into the first meeting late and w ith
ou t the benefit of breakfast. ("C L’s" 
watch still read 5 o’clock.)

Brother "check” Vawter should be 
on the "Information Please”  program. 
H e would make a census taker look 
like a piker, the way he can check on 
the number of actives in each chap
ter much to the embarrassment of the 
delegates making their reports. And 
did he floor them with those substitute 
motions. Some parliamentarian. I 
still can’t  figure out, though, why he 
wasn’t presented w ith a standard 
"key” for his w atch chain. Jack 
Zimmerman would have been glad to 
let him wear one of his because Jack 
would still have fourteen left. No 
kidding!

Those after-midnight committee 
meetings impressed me more than 
words can describe of the true fellow
ship that exists among Theta T au’s. 
I  know tha t all of the delegates felt 
the spirit of co-operation tha t the N a
tional Council members showed in 
their untiring efforts to help make 
Theta Tau the No. I fraternity. Even 
at 3:30 A.M., Brother Schrader was 
still up giving counsel on any prob
lem a delegate might have— an in
spiration to everyone.

I t  was reported Brothers Mercer 
and Howe were proficient a t cards 
and were also ardent fans of Everett 
H orton b u t does anyone know why 
they were seen along w ith Brothers 
Glass and Daniels in the South State 
Street neighborhood a t 2 o’clock in 
the morning?

The Chicago Alumni Association 
seem to be experienced hosts the way
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they entertained the boys at the ban
quet. And hats off to delegates H un
ter and McPherson as after-dinner 
speakers. Somebody said that "Red”

Confucius?
Before entraining for Washington I 

stopped for a "pause that refreshes” 
and found out that "Arkansas” was 
still figuring out why a "Musket-tell” 
bill should be $5.00 in Chicago and 
only $1.25 back home. H e should 
have pu t it  on his expense account 
and let Brother "check” Vawter figure

R. W . V an  E vera, Beta '41 

The strong bond of fraternal fel
lowship which enveloped the entire 
delegation to the Fourteenth National 
Biennial Convention when Theta Taus 
met in the LaSalle Hotel in Chicago 
was to me a decided revelation as to 
w hat our national organization has ac
complished in the past 36 years. The 
volume of work that was turned out 
by the convention was beyond my ex
pectations and was due to the able 
co-operation of everyone who worked 
hard and long on their assigned jobs, 
and to the efficient management of

the entire program by the executive 
council.

Valuable information and sugges
tions to be carried back to Beta were 
pu t in my lap from two sources. First 
was the wealth of advisory informa
tion by the executive council mem
bers whose outlook on Theta Tau has 
been broadened by experiences since 
their student days. Second were the 
helpful suggestions by the other dele
gates who, like myself, are so familiar 
w ith those little problems encountered 
w ithin the individual chapters. Beta’s 
operation should be smoothed ou t in 
several places by applying these sug
gestions.

The Beta delegation, along w ith our 
neighbors from Alpha, got snooty and 
formed their own party to do a little 
slumming one night, but— funny thing 
— at every club we entered we found 
that Brothers Howe, Mercer, Glass, 
Daniels,— in short practically every
one (except Dave Muir who spent all 
his time a t the KooKoo Club) had ar
rived just ahead of us.

O ther never to  be forgotten high
lights are the banquet pu t on by the 
Chicago Alumni Association and the 
initiation which was most effectively 
performed by the grand officers.

Notice, to SesuanA.
A special offer is being made to seniors who are 
leaving school this spring. These men may pur
chase the 1939 General Directory for 75c, one-half 
the regular price. Since the directory lists all 
Theta Taus to be found in various cities a t  home 
or abroad i t  m ight prove useful in looking for jobs.



Russell G . Glass, <iSi$ma 24, 

Becomes G ra n d  Recent
Six years ago the fraternity called 

to the Executive Council a young man 
who was known in Ohio circles as an 
ambitious and interested alumnus of 
Sigma chapter. Entering the Council 
as Grand O uter Guard, Russell G. 
Glass, Sigma ’24, moved regularly 
through the positions of Grand Inner 
Guard and Grand Vice-Regent in the 
next three bienniums. Ac the recent 
convention he was made Grand Re
gent. To this office "Russ” brings a 
wealth of experience and an enthusi
asm for Theta Tau equalled by few.

It all started when he helped or
ganize the Engineers’ Club, which 
later became Sigma chapter, a t Ohio 
State University. "Russ”  was a char
ter member of the chapter and after 
acquiring the B.C.E. in 1924, soon be
came the power behind the Cleveland 
Alumni Association. I t  was these 
fac ts which brought him to the atten
tion of the Eleventh Biennial Con-

Later events showed that early ac
tiv ity  is a good indication of future 
behavior. N ot content w ith routine 
inspections as a member of the Execu
tive Council, Brother Glass developed 
the idea of regional meetings and was 
active in seeing tha t the early con
ferences got off to a good start. This 
idea is, without doubt, one of the best 
which have been given to the fra t
ernity as it  is now an established fact 
that the " little  conventions” are sec-
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building up interest and enthusiasm 
for the fraternity among the chapters. 
Elsewhere appears the Grand Regent’s 
outline for regional meetings next fall, 
providing an "every chapter” pro
gram.

Personally, Brother Glass has many 
fine qualifications and has made many 
friends. Incidental to his fraternity 
work it m ight be mentioned that he 
gets a little spending money by putting 
in a few hours daily in his capacity 
of sales manager of the Stoker Division 
of the Pocahontas Fuel Co., in Cleve
land. H e also devotes time to the 
Masonic Lodge and the Kiwanis Club. 
"Russ”  is a family man, as well, and 
his idea of fun  is to take the family 
to Canada for fishing and canoeing

The affairs of Theta Tau are in 
competent hands!



Skovholt Elected G ra n d  G uter G uard
Meet Joseph W. Skovholt, Alpha ’31, 

newly elected Grand O uter Guard of
Theta Tau Fraternity.

is well-known to many Thetat
especially to those of Alpha

chapte r where he was activ<; while at-
tendin g the University of Minnesota,
but for the benefit of some, who aren’t
so well acquainted, allow ias to give
you a few highlights of hiis life and

Joseph W. Skovholt

Born and raised on a farm  near 
Wahpeton, N orth Dakota, Joe attended 
high school and two years o f college 
a t the State School of Science a t W ah
peton. As modest Joe puts it, "no th
ing of particular interest happened 
there, except tha t I had a lot of fun 
and won a few letters in football and 
baseball.” In the fall o f ’29 he en
rolled a t the University o f Minnesota,

became a Theta Tau, and graduated in 
’31 with a B.E.E. degree. In 1932 
Joe found himself out in the vast cold 
world bu t fortunately working for the 
Minneapolis office of the Federal Elec
tric  Company, a national concern spe
cializing in electrical displays, where 
he was "jack of all trades” from clean
ing signs to  selling them. From here 
Brother Skovholt began work with the 
N orthern States Power Company as 
Illuminating Engineer and has been 
w ith them since 1935.

Skovholt’s activities in the affairs of 
the fraternity  are a m atter of record. 
He has been chapter adviser for Alpha 
since early in 1936 and, in this capa
city, has assisted the chapter in nu
merous ways and is familiar w ith many 
of the problems confronting the fra t
ernity. As many a t Alpha chapter can 
tell you, he is a "past master”  a t col
lecting delinquent accounts. Joc is an 
active member of the Tw in C ity 
Alumni Association, was vice-president 
fo r 1934-35, attended the 12th Bien- 
niel Convention as Alumni Delegate 
a t which time he served as chairman 
of the Constitution Committee and 
chairman of the Committee on Nom-

Brother Skovholt is an all around 
fellow, 31 years old, and married. He 
likes golf, fishing, hunting, and travel
ing. H e claims he isn’t  very proficient 
in any of these sports, although he can 
break 100 in golf occasionally. H e 
even spends some of his spare time do
ing repair work around his home, 
which most certainly proves he is a 
model husband!

This is b u t a thumb-nail sketch of 
Joe; when you meet him personally 
you will discover many more of his 
fine qualities for yourself.



Impressions o f the Soviet JJnion
R ic U J  Jo .l RuslcIl, Epsilon 'ip

Everything in the Soviet Union goes 
by plan. The serving of a meal is a 
routine which unwinds as methodically 
as a Five Year Plan. I f  one behaves 
correctly and orders each course in 
succession he will arise from the table 
in about two hours, bu t if he decides 
that limited time demands the omission 
of such items as soup, salad, or dessert, 
the meal will take an hour longer. The 
w aiter isn’t  showing spite, nor is the 
headwaiter, nor the hotel manager. 
Each m ust be convinced in succession 
tha t you really are not dissatisfied with 
the selections on the menu and that 
you are absolutely unwilling to accept 
the dozens of substitutions each offers. 
You have upset the plan.

In going to the Soviet Union one 
makes all arrangements in advance. 
Payment is made in New York prior 
to  sailing. Rates are reasonable and in
clude everything: rooms, meals, travel, 
service, all calculated on a flat per 
diem basis. Once started under the 
arch a t the border you proceed with 
plans as carefully arranged as those the 
Railway Express Co. might make for 
the transportation of a pet panda from 
the Pacific to A tlantic seaboard. You 
could go w ithout Intourist service but 
the cost would be prohibitive because 
the rouble costs about 20 cents and has 
a purchasing value of about 3 cents 
fo r most things. Intourist accomoda
tions sold for eight dollars a day in 
advance would cost two hundred or 
so if  purchased w ith 20 cent roubles. 
A  small chocolate bar costs $1.25, a 
bottle of claret $14, a pair of duck

pants about $15, and so on. One learns 
not to  use money under such condi
tions. If  Intourist or the Government 
provides a thing, you accept. Aside 
from  an occasional haircut, a few 
stamps, and bottle of water now and 
then, all of which are reasonably priced 
a t Intourist hotels, one needs no money 
a t all, provided he is armed with a 
sheaf of railroad tickets and various 
Intourist accommodation receipts.

A fter a delightful trip  around N orth 
Cape and down across Finland from 
the A rctic to  the H alf-white-half-red 
bridge a few miles out of Leningrad, 
Brother H . V. Howe and I  entered 
the realm of plans. I t  was a marvelous 
train, the Red Arrow, tha t took us 
to  Moscow the following night. The 
next few days saw us crossing the 
Ukraine, where tractors hauling gang 
plows move in formations as precise 
as those of military planes flying in 
close formation, crossing the Caucasus 
to  Tiflis, the Capital o f Georgia, and 
on our way to Soviet Armenia. Now, 
as members of an International Geolo
gical Congress expedition, we were to 
depart from tourist routes and see 
a country which has known few 
foreigners during recent years. Yet 
we were not to dodge the plans of a 
solicitous government!

I t  was discovered during a delight-
ful outdoor banquet iii an Armenian
apple orchard that we enjoyed native
music. I t was the firs t we had heard
and our applause wtis enthusiastic.
Though a remote pari: of the world
lay ahead, the word rnust have pre-
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ceded uis for we were entertained by
musicia:ns at every stop. The most
conscieritious were three men, tw o with
primitiv ith  a drum
resemblimg a tambourine. who were
playing in the street as we entered a
small town which blended ;so perfectly
w ith the basalt flows of the dam re
sponsible fo r Lake Sevan that we had 
really entered it before being aware of 
its presence. During a banquet where 
the main course was preceded by the 
chef parading around the dining room 
w ith a fully feathered stuffed black 
hen from whose sides dangled a dozen 
eggs, all mounted on a small staff, our 
musicians played continuously and we 
last saw them, still seriously at their 
work, as we left on our journey to 
ward Mt. Ararat, on the common bor
der between Persia, Turkey, and Soviet 
Armenia. Later on, on the shores of 
the delightfully blue Black Sea, we 
were entertained by the top flight male 
choir and dancers of the Soviet Union, 
and in a banquet at the Kremlin we 
heard the finest symphony orchestra, 
symphonic band, and leading operatic 
stars of the entire country. The only 
blemish on this gala affair was an am
plifying system which placed loud
speakers at each buttress on the beauti
fully carved marble walls o f the 
Georgian H all, so tha t each note was 
heard from successive origins, the last 
o f which came from the performer. 
Mechanical achievement is as impres
sive as plans! As the first foreigners to 
travel on the new Moscow-Volga canal 
we entered boats which looked like 
clipper ships without wings, nicely 
finished in chromium and black and 
ultra-modern in all details. W hat a 
comedown to  find they had a top 
speed of seven knots! And what time 
it  takes to go through locks exactly

Canal in all respects except depth! We 
may look with some confidence to  the 
appearance of a liner just tw ice the 
size of the Queen Elizabeth and the 
belated discovery that draft limitations 
prevent it from berthing a t any known

The A rctic Arrow carried us to 
A r c h a n g l e ,  a delightful city of 
280,000, w ith clean paved streets, elec
tric street cars, an impressive opera 
house, and lumber yards extending 
about 30 miles downstream to the 
black waters of the W hite Sea. Here 
was the answer to a question we faced 
on our journey around N orth Cape. 
Each day we passed ten fully loaded 
Soviet ships with lumber bound for 
western European ports. Below Arch-

the addition or subtraction of such 
lumber as is stored in any of our Puget 
Sound or California ports could be 
made w ithout one being able to notice 
the difference. A t the Technical In 
stitute of Archangle we saw an ex
tremely modern forest products test
ing laboratory, the most remarkable 
feature of which was the fac t that 
practically all of its equipment had 
been manufactured in the Soviet 
Union.

A fter watching a few goats, pigs, 
and cows loaded into the 2,000 ton 
steamer Vologda we set forth  as a 
company of 19 foreigners, among 
whom were six Americans, to Nova 
Semlya, a trip which took us into a 
longitude as far east as Bombay and 
into a latitude of more than 77° N. 
A remarkably ice-free summer per
m itted the complete encirclement of 
the northern, ice-capped island. The 
midnight sun had thrilled us in early 
June in northern Norway and Finland

Though no tree grows w ithin several
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hundred miles of this barren land it 
has a population of 400, of whom 
about 91 arc Nenets, formerly Samo- 
ycds, a people closely akin to the Eski
mos. The others are Russian fisher
men, hunters, and scientists. Even dur
ing an open summer, icebergs were 
numerous in the Kara Sea but of far 
greater hazard was the fact that we 
made some twelve landings, several of 
which were in wholly uncharted fjords.

Arriving at Bclushie, the capital, at 
one in the morning, the Vologda 
awakened a sleeping village by a few 
deep blasts of the first whistle to enter 
the port during a period of ten months. 
A most cordial Nenet governor con
ducted us through every habitation in 
the village, all being identical from 
the standpoint o f odor —  vitamins, 
somewhat rancid, seemed to reek from 
the oily woodwork everywhere. We 
were most impressed with the school, 
then in its fourth year on the way to
ward establishing the Soviet standard 
of seven grades. Its equipment in
cluded wall maps of all continents.

detailed maps of the Soviet Union, two 
large globes, an anatomical model, 
with removable surface so tha t interior 
organs might be displayed, and a small 
chemical laboratory. The young Nenet 
teacher also impressed us. In  fron t of 
the Moscow Station in Leningrad is a 
heroic bronze figure of Alexander on 
a massive swayback horse, le ft because 
its ugliness reminds the populace of 
the days of the Czars. A local tradi
tion has it  that Alexander will salute 
if  a good looking woman ever enters 
or comes ou t of the station. The little 
teacher in Belushie would come closer 
to raising the big bronze arm than any 
of her more southerly comrades we 
chanced to  meet. O ur last stop in 
Belushic was in the studio of the Gov
ernor, who exhibited some fif ty  or 
more of his oil paintings. He had won 
in a competition among all Nenets, the 
prize of art instruction in Moscow. 
The course, however, lasted only six 
weeks and the old man explained that 
a t his age it was impossible to  remem
ber w hat he had been taught about 
mixing colors, a fac t quite apparent 
in his somewhat talented efforts to  de
pict the half dozen scenes available to

Ice-blink, caused by reflection from 
the low midnight sun across the ice
cap and up against the base of dark 
clouds, sun dogs, and delicate green 
and pink clouds, were among the in 
teresting optical phenomena of Nova 
Zcmlya. O ur most distressing experi
ence from plans occurred a t the sum
m it of the highest mountain on the 
northern island. We had trekked up 
a long glacier and climbed a steep 
rocky incline through some hard- 
driven snow and sleet to  a thoroughly 
barren summit where the plan dictated 
we were to stop for lunch. A fter a 
fair perspiration gained from the climb
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Upper: Descent toward Tiflis in the high asiatic side o£ the Caucasus.

Lower: The author pointing to a small fracture in the ice by means of a Russian- 
type geologist’s pick on one of the valley glaciers above Matochkin Strait.
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in fairly wind-proof clothing, the stop 
was a stiffening experience in spite of 
the fact that most of us lay flat on 
the rocks, head toward the wind, while 
munching our food.

Miscalculation on the part of our 
Captain landed us on the Kola coast 
two days ahead of schedule. A great 
deal of radioargumentation with Mos
cow finally granted us permission to 
land a t a bleak point for one of the 
days and to arrive a day ahead of 
schedule in Murmansk. Here we saw 
a hydro-electric plant which probably

holds the world's record for personnel-

single generator. One of twelve huge 
marble switchboards was in operation, 
the others being ready for future needs, 
when additional dams are built up
stream. Each switchboard was main
tained by an im portant official seated 
at an imposing desk, connected by 
telephone w ith a super-official at a 
central desk about 30 feet away. We 
were shown all manner of vegetables 
growing in hothouses and taken 
through a dairy barn where our guides 
informed us that cows were, for the 
first time in any country, standing on

wooden floors, with inclividual names
over each stanchion. Murmansk is
said to have a populati-on of 240,000
but it lacks sidewalks, stores, and, as
far as we could determinie, a post office.
It is wholly a log-house c ity  and re-
sembles some of the army camps that
were constructed duririg the World
W ar. The plaiT drew a line across the
w harf so that: we couldn’t inspect
several n ifty  mine layers: docked across
its end. I t  overlooked the fact that
we could walk to the sttirn of our own
boat and inspect theni much more

carefully,— an action no one seemed to 
object to, apparently for the reason 
that it had not been contemplated. 
The A rctic Express back to Leningrad 
was a far cry from  the luxurious 
special train, with its crack chefs and 
bath cars, th a t had taken us to the 
Caucasus. We now faced meals which 
were even less edible than those toward 
the end of the voyage of the Vologda, 
when a good share of our supplies had 
been exhausted or had deteriorated, 
and nights found active little compan
ions in our berths. These wern’t 
strangers to us,— we had encountered 
them about every other stop irrespec
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tive of latitude. Pine oil was an effec-

One eats, sleeps, and sees well under 
the guidance of Intourist. He gradu
ally learns tha t trains aren’t missed 
and luggage always finds its way to 
his room or compartment. Away 
from  beaten tracks conditions arc not 
comfortable in terms of western Euro
pean standards bu t we found the 
people extremely anxious to assist us 
in every way. The shoes and clothing 
plans have not succeeded very well and 
it  takes some time to  realize that 
poorly clad people are not beggars. 
W e saw no evidence of rickets in 
children or other signs of undernour
ishment. Wc were particularly im

pressed by the excellent condition of 
churches, a rt galleries, palaces, and 
treasures in general. AU in all, the 
Soviet Union is one of the most inter
esting lands on earth and well worth 
such inconveniences as one must en
counter in seeing it. But don’t those 
Finns know the thoughts in the minds 
of emerging tourists a t their border 
station, where everything is spotless 
and one finds that inconsequential sums 
purchase excellent cigarettes, candy, 
oranges, food, or whatever one desires? 
Isn't there more than friendliness in 
the ultra-sm art customs officer who, 
in perfect English says, "You are now 
in Finland, it will not be necessary to 
open your bags.”

K . K .  H o o d , B eta  'lS, is Transferred

Kedzie K. Hood, Beta ’12, has moved 
from Deming, New Mexico, to N o
gales, Arizona, where he will make

Arizona and New Mexico properties 
o f the Callahan Zinc-Lead Company. 
Hood was manager o f the Peru Min
ing Company a t Deming at the time 
tha t company’s properties were leased 
to  Callahan and was retained by the 
latter company in the same position. 
W hen the Peru properties were re
turned to the owning company a t the 
expiration of the lease, December 31, 
1939, Hood remained w ith the Calla
han interests as manager o f their Ari
zona and New Mexico holdings. The 
Callahan company is a t present con
structing a 100-ton flotation plant at 
the Duquesne mine near Patagonia, 
Arizona.

Brother Hood was born November 
3, 1889, at Manhattan, Kansas, and

was educated a t the Michigan College
of Mines, fr<)m which he received his
bachelor of science degree in mining
engineering iia 1913. During his early
career he sei■ved as engineer for the
Republic Iro n and Steel Company at
Birmingham, Ala., and for the St. Joe
Lead Company at Flat River, Missouri.
From a position as engineer and assist
ant geologist for the American Zinc
Company of Tennessee he went to the
American Z inc, Lead and Smelting
Company at Joplin as superintendent
of mines and mills.

Following a period as mining engi
neer for the General Chemical Com
pany of New York and as assistant 
superintendent o f the Alan Wood 
Mining Company in New Jersey, Hood 
was appointed manager o f the Peru 
Mining Company at Deming in May, 
1936.



A Iessage from the Grand Regent
A t the Fourteenth Biennial Conven

tion I accepted a very definite responsi
bility in becoming your Grand Re
gent. I sincerely trust that a t the 
Fifteenth Biennial Convention you 
will be able to say tha t I have fulfilled 
my obligations, and that I  have been 
deserving of the honor and confidence 
that you have bestowed on and in me.

My interest in Theta Tau dates 
back to the day that I  first heard of 
the Fraternity, and my enthusiasm in 
working, in a small way, to help 
make our Fraternity even greater, has 
increased w ith the years. I  hope to 
be able to pass on to  others a little 
o f what Theta T au has meant to  me.

I recently  had a le tter from one of
our Regents, stating that he was sorry
to see his year of office come to an
end., as it  meant the teirmination of
his work in Thetai Tau. My answer
to him, and to every other active
mennber, was that actually his work
had only begun, tha t he could get

e out of our Fraterni;ty, I frankly
belit:ve, as an alumiius than he received
as a:n acti ve. O f  course, you only get
out of any organization as much as
you are svilling toI put into it. My
experience: has beeni that a little  effort
on your part will pay the biggest
diviilends.

In  a recent visit to one of our chap
ters, in discussing our Fraternity with 
one of the faculty  members, he frankly 
stated that while he was in school he 
did very little to promote his chapter, 
and did not realize the value of his 
membership until he was actually an 
alumnus. Three times since gradua
tion, he stated, Theta Tau has helped 
him personally in a way tha t no other 
organization could have helped, and

again while he was seriously ill, and 
when most of his former associates 
and friends had forgotten him. A 
year and a half after he had first be
come ill, on the occasion of a St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration, one of our 
chapters sent a telegram signed by 
every member of the chapter, and this 
alone was compensation for all the ef
fo rt tha t he had ever pu t into Frat
ernity work. This is just one man’s 
experience, and the benefits derived 
from membership as a graduate.

O n your part, regardless as to  where 
you are located, you should attem pt 
either to  join or organize an alumni 
club or association. Aside from  the 
social benefits derived from such a 
club, there is the possibility o f ma
terially aiding yourself, and bettering 
your position through contact with 
the other brothers in your locality. 
A t the same time you are also in a 
position to  aid younger men, just 
starting, and experience that fine feel
ing of satisfaction of lending a hand 
to someone else in this hard-boiled 
business world o f today.

Since our convention, I have had 
the opportunity of visiting five chap
ters in scattered points o f the country, 
and I tru thfu lly  can state tha t I be
lieve our Fraternity  is in better con
dition today than it ever has been in 
the past, and this is due entirely to 
the excellent work of the Executive 
Council, particularly our Grand Re
gents in the past four years. Chapters 
tha t were formerly considered very 
weak, w ith little  reason to function, 
are now on a par w ith some of our 
best chapters. The Erich J. Schrader 
award has materially helped in this 
and the national project of vocational
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training help, sponsored by Brother 
H opkins at the last convention, will 
do much to  further spread the influ
ence of our Fraternity. There is some
times a tendency upon the part of our 
individual chapters to lose sight of the 
f ac t that they are a vital part of a 
large national organization, made up 
of nearly 8,000 men.

This is the most selected group of 
which you or I have ever had or will 
have the privilege of becoming a mem
ber. In my travels around the country 
I have yet to  meet a man, a member 
o f our Fraternity, whom I would feel 
ashamed to welcome into m y home,

This with n
tions generally, and the indications 
are tha t as our chapters grow in 
strength, the men chosen are of an 
even higher caliber, if  this is possible, 
than we have had in the past.

The plans for this biennium include 
the printing of a pledge manual under 
the direction of Brother Nusser, the 
establishment of alumni groups and 
alumni associations in all of the larger 
centers of the country under the di
rection of Brother Nusser, Brother 
Skovholt, and w ith the help of the 
Kansas C ity Alumni Association. I 
also feel definitely sure that we will 
have an opportunity of welcoming at

least one more chapter into our midst 
by the end of this biennium.

Regional conferences will be held 
next fall in four different parts of the 
country, and the new program pro
vided will be beneficial to all con-

We have come through the depres
sion w ith our colors flying and with 
the upturn of business, our Fraternity 
is being greatly strengthened, both 
financially and in membership. Several 
o f our older chapters are contemplat
ing moving into new homes, and some 
of the newer chapters are definitely 
considering establishing houses. Mem
bership in social fraternities is drop
ping off throughout the country, and 
it  is, year by year, coming to be more 
difficult to  operate a social fraternity. 
O n the other hand, I have found that 
the men in our chapters are more 
serious-minded, are primarily inter
ested in obtaining an education, and 
feel that membership in Theta Tau is 
next in importance as far as their 
school life is concerned.

W ith the fine help and support that 
I have received from everyone in the 
Fraternity so far this year, I know 
that my term of office will be one of 
satisfaction, and it  is a pleasure to 
serve you who, in tu rn , are so willing

March 6, 1940 

T o  All Members o f  T heta  T au : 

Fraternal Greetings:

You are hereby given official notice 
tha t Mr. H erbert E. T reichler , J r., 
Gamma ’40, Initiate N o . 508, of

N ewgulf, Texas, is no longer 
ber o f this Fraternity.

Yours in H  & T,



G r a n d  R ecen t / Announces A c t  visers for Bicnniutn

ADVISER— One Who Gives Advice

We have made a very wise provision 
in the functioning of our chapters by 
appointing Chapter Advisers. Actives 
come and go, and each year a new set 
o f officers are elected, but a good 
Chapter Adviser insures the continu
ity  o f the chapter year after year. 
The Chapter Advisers are the repre
sentatives of the Executive Council on 
the various campuses, and the part 
they play in the management of our 
affairs is a very im portant one. While 
they make no a ttem pt to  run the 
chapter, their counsel and advice is 
continuedly sought by the best chap
ters. They alone know the back
ground and local conditions of their 
particular chapter and are in a posi
tion to steer the chapter over the 
rough road to continued success.

I t is the duty, and a very pleasant 
one, of the Grand Regent to appoint 
the Chapter Advisers. O ur list for 
the year of 1940 is complete, and you 
will note tha t there are several changes 
over previous years. Some of our best 
Chapter Advisers have passed on the 
work to younger men, due to  the in
creased duties in their business or pro
fessional affairs, and we are looking 
forward to these new men fulfilling 
their responsibilities in the excellent 
way that their predecessors did. The 
list is as follows:

Alpha:
W . H . Johnson, Alpha ’34 

Beta:
Professor L. F. Duggan, Hon. Beta 

Gamma:
Professor M. I. Signer, Iota ’22 

Delta:
Robert C. McMaster, N u ’36

Epsilon:
Dr. C. A. Anderson, Epsilon ’24 

Z eta:
W. C. McNoun, H on. Zeta 

T heta:
Alfred D . Hinckley, Theta ’27 

Iota:
Fred D. DeVaney, Mu ’23 

Lambda:
Dr. Thomas C. Adams, Lambda ’22 

Mu:
Professor Fred R. Maxwell, Jr., 

H on. Mu
Nu:

Leo T . Lawler, Hon. Nu 
Omicron:

Richard W. Leutwiler, Jr ., Kappa 
’36

Pi:
Professor E. J. Oglesby, H on. Pi 

Rho:
H arry  L. Tucker, Rho ’23 

Sigma:
Professor C. H . Wall, Sigma ’20 

Tau:
Professor E. F. Berry, T au ’13 

Upsilon:
Professor W . B. Stelzner, Hon. 

Upsilon
Phi:

Professor G. P. Springer, Phi ’11 
Chi:

Professor E. S. Borgquist, Lambda 
T l

Psi:
E. A. Peretti, Psi ’34 

Omega:
Professor J. O. Kammerman, Omega 

’07
Gamma Beta:

Professor N orm an B. Ames, Gamma 
Beta ’17 

Delta Beta:
Prof. George H . H arding, Sigma ’26



K e y o n a l  AKeetinqs S e t  U p  for N e x t  S 'ear
The Fourteenth Biennial Conven

tion adopted a revised plan on Regional 
Conferences based upon the excellent 
experiences we have had during the 
past two bienniums. The program 
covers all phases of chapter activities 
and places its operation more directly 
in the hands of the participating chap-

Regional Conferences in no way 
take the place of our conventions but 
in some respects are just as beneficial, 
particularly in that a greater number 
of actives and alumni can a ttend the 
meetings.

U nder our new plan the country 
has been divided into four Regions 
considering location, similarity of 
chapter problems, and the type of 
chapter. The meetings, in each re
gion, are to be held during the fall of 
the year following the conventions. 
While the program is arranged pri
marily for the active chapters and 
advisers, the alumni will have a defin

ite part in the general procedure and 
are urged to attend the nearest meet
ing.

The host chapters have been ap
pointed, have accepted, and already 
have arrangements under way for the 
greatest series of Regional Conferences 
we have ever had. The host chapters 
and the chapters making up each Re-

REGION I— Gamma Beta, Host 
Theta, Tau, Pi, Rho 

REG ION  I I - D e lta  Beta, Host 
N u, Delta, Sigma, Phi, Mu 

REG ION  III— Omicron, Host
Alpha, Beta, Zeta, Iota, Upsilon 

REG ION  IV— Lambda, Host
Chi, Epsilon, Psi, Gammo, Omega.

Several of these meetings are scheduled 
immediately before or after October 
15, and will include a Founders’ Day 
Banquet as an appropriate part o f the 
program. Plan to  attend.

Z im m erm a n , B eta  15, T a lk s  on D ia m o n d  A fin in g

American financiers once thought 
that diamonds might be mined profit
ably in the United States, Brother S. 
H . Zimmerman, Beta ’IS, manager of 
the Post Products plant and a mem
ber o f the Board of Regents of Michi
gan Tech., told the Exchange Club 
of Battle Creek, Michigan, in an ad
dress on "Diamond Mining in Africa” 
given a t the club’s luncheon in the 
H art Hotel.

Zimmerman told o f many of his 
experiences in South Africa where he 
was sent in 1921 by New York finan

cial interests to  investigate the dia
mond industry. H e was asked to 
study mining procedures and to deter
mine whether they might be used to 
advantage in the United States.

A fter his return to this country, it 
was discovered that diamonds could 
not be found in sufficient quantities 
in the United States to make exten
sive mining efforts pay.

Brother Zimmerman explained how 
diamonds are mined and cu t in Africa, 
illustrating his talk with stereoptican 
slides.



G ro w th  o f  the F ’'aternity

The following data, taken from the 
Grand Scribe’s report, show the 
growth of Theta Tau from year to 
year since 192 5 as well as during the 
past biennium.

The second part o f the table shows 
the increase in individual chapters dur
ing the past biennium. It will be seen 
that Chi chapter has initiated the 
greatest number of men, w ith Gamma 
and Psi close behind.

FRATERNITY MEMBERSHIP TOTALS

1925-27
1927-29
1929-31
1931-33
1933-35
1935-37
1937-39

2943
3502
4185
4824
5451
6011
6641

T H ETA  TAU C H A PT E R S -  1 9 4 0



S t. X^incent S t  ars on G o p h er  H o c k  ey I  earn
by  Ted Bergquist a n d  Burton Boyum

"H ey, Saint, hows about staying of Mines a t the University of Minne-
around this afternoon and we'll whip sota. H e is also co-captain of the
up a few hands of bridge?” Minnesota hockey team.

"N o, sorry fellows, bu t I have to Right now, everything seems to
be home now to  start the washing.”  come a t once but the near future looks

So runs the story nowadays, for better. A fter graduation, Saint plans
Frank’s a family man now; his time to  take a post on the open hearth floor

Minneapolis Star-Journal Photo 
St. Vincent—high scoring Minnesota center

is not his own. Last spring Saint 
married and the following sequence of 
events made him the proud father of 
a 7  lb. 4 oz. baby girl on February 
3, 1940.

This responsibility alone would be 
a rigorous schedule, bu t there are also 
hockey practice and the special prob
lems in Metallurgy. Frank is a senior 
in ferrous metallurgy in the School

for Carnegie Illinois Steel Corpora-

Frank had his start as a hockey 
player a t the age of 9 up in Hibbing 
where his father is superintendent of 
the HulI-Rust Mine, part of the larg
est open p it mine group in the world. 
Frank played on the H ibbing High 
School team and also was an All-Range 
end on the football team.
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For three years now Saint has been 
a varsity man on the Gopher hockey 
team, playing center. A t the present 
time he is the high scorer w ith 34 
points in 14 games (an average of 2.4 
points per game). Last year he was 
selected for the Olympic trials, since 
cancelled.

The Minnesota hockey team has en
joyed their best season ever by bring-

Ill Sc

ing their string of consecutive vic
tories up to  14. In his last home 
game for Minnesota, Frank scored 
two goals unassisted, displaying some 
excellent stick handling and skating

O ur brothers a t Beta had to arise 
early in the morning to see Frank 
when he was up a t H oughton this 
year for the annual series. Saint says 
that all his spare time was spent in 
the library on school work.

Alpha has profited by his member
ship. During the two years he has 
been an active he has contacted nu
merous rushees, and has pledged and 
seen initiated two men. H e and 
H arry Larson (E.M. ’40) have estab
lished a precedent o f marrying while 
in college. One wonders who of our 
happy group will be the next to  fol
low this line of reasoning.

E- S .  A d cG lo n e , G a m m a  2 3 , P rom oted

Ed McGlone, Gamma ’23, was ad
vanced another step by the Anaconda 
Copper Mining Company the first of 
the year, from the position of assist
ant general superintendent of mines 
to that o f general superintendent.

Brother McGlone became associated 
w ith the Anaconda Copper Mining 
Company shortly after his graduation 
from Mines. H is first work was for 
James L. Bruce, in the engineering de
partm ent o f the Davis-Daly Company. 
He worked as a miner in the Tram 
way and later as a sampler in the 
Anaconda mine. H e later returned to 
the Tramway as shift boss, then assist

ant foreman and finally foreman. He 
was transferred to the Badger mine as 
foreman for two years bu t again re
turned to the Tramway as foreman.

McGlone became an assistant super
intendent of mines in 1937 and was 
placed in charge of the Badger, West 
Colusa, Mountain View and St. Law
rence properties.

Ed was an outstanding athlete while 
a t Mines. H e was one of the greatest 
fullbacks of which the football teams 
ever boasted and also starred in bas
ketball and baseball, making all-con
ference in both of these.
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Sigm a  Th inks H ig h ly  o f  B ro lh t
Sigma chapter is top-ranking in al

most every activity on the Ohio State 
Engineering Quadrangle. We are, 
naturally, quite proud of every one 
of our members. Some of them rank 
high scholastically, others rank high 
in activities, while several individual 
members rank exceptionally high in 
both. One of the latter, Brother 
Robert Stone, has accomplished much 
for the tradition of Sigma.

Brother Stone, a senior in electrical 
engineering, became a member of 
Sigma chapter in 1937. Since coming 
to  the campus, he has become active 
in many organizations, especially the 
honorary societies. His list o f activi
ties includes the following: recording 
secretary of the freshman "Y ” Coun
cil, member of Quadrangle Jesters, 
chairman of membership committee of 
T au Beta Pi, chairman of the social 
committee o f Eta Kappa N u1 corre
sponding secretary of Pi Tau Pi Sigma, 
on membership committee of Scabbard 
and Blade, and a member of Texnikoi 
(Engineering Activities H onorary).

Beside being active in so many or
ganizations, he is the official photo
grapher of many functions on the 
campus. I t  is needless to say tha t he

■ Ston,
is very active in the chapter itself, 
especially w ith the maintenance of the 
electrical equipment.

Along w ith these many activities, 
Brother Stone has found time to ac
cumulate a point hour ratio o f 3.41 
since he has been in college.

More power to  you. Bob.

''Honor Man” Stone

[ )r . P lum h Presenting Lecture on 
Dr. H . T . Plumb, Hon. Lambda, 

noted lecturer, scientist, and engineer, 
is now presenting, for the Extension 
Division of the University of Utah, 
a series of lectures on "The Magic of 
Black Light”. Brother Plumb, a for
mer engineer o f the General Electric 
Company, gained wide fame w ith his 
"House of Magic” lectures which en
tertained thousands of people in most 
sections of the United States. Dr.

" B U I  L is W
Plumb’s scientific equipment is valued 
in excess of $1000, weighs half a ton, 
and is the most modern of its kind 
in the western part of the United 
States. H e demonstrates flourescence, 
phosphorescence, and other startling 
experiments w ith light, using high 
powered sources of brilliant light, re
sulting in a marvelous display of mod
ern electrical science and weird elec-
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, Delta ’10, who eight 
large of Phelps- positii 
at Ajo, Arizona, tendei

Sn JWemortam
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T H E  14t h  BIENNIAL 
CO N V EN TIO N

W ith  the report given in this issue 
of the Gear, together w ith the official 
minutes of the sessions, soon to be dis
tributed, the Fourteenth Biennial Con
vention passes into history. I t  will 
live long in the memory of those who 
attended, no t perhaps for any one 
event nor perhaps for any legislation 
enacted, bu t because any National 
Convention of T heta T au makes a 
deep im print on all members who are 
fortunate enough to participate in the 
activities of its three crowded days.

Again we must say, hats off to our 
Chicago Alumni Association. Al
though three of our last four National 
Conventions have been held w ith them, 
they rose to the occasion as enthusi
astically as though it  were the first 
time in ten years. Alumni attendance 
a t the banquet and initiation was most 
inspiring and surely speaks well for the

men. As was the case tw o years ago, 
our accommodations at the La Salle 
H otel were comfortable and conveni
ent and w hat w ith the successful 
renaissance of the legitimate theater in 
Chicago this season, our "extra-curric
ular” entertainment has never been

PAST G RAND REG EN T DANIELS

The 14th Biennial Convention had 
its many pleasant sides, but as might 
be expected, it  brought some regrets 
as well. N o t the least of these was 
the decision of Brother J. M. Daniels 
to  retire after bu t one term as Grand 
Regent. Completing a most success
ful two years in the office, there was 
unanimous desire that he accept the 
responsibilities for another term. But 
w ith the increased duties attached to 
his new position as Examiner for the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
Brother Daniels felt he could not well 
carry on the work of the Grand Re
gent’s office longer and accordingly 
requested tha t he not be renominated 
for the position.

Brother Daniels joined the faculty 
of Carnegie Tech immediately after 
his graduation as a civil engineer from 
the University o f Pittsburgh in 1922. 
H e was soon thereafter elected to 
honorary membership in the Fraternity 
by the members of N u  Chapter since 
when he has ever been an im portant 
force in the strengthening of that 
chapter. H is work on the Executive 
Council began in 1932 following elec
tion as Grand O uter Guard a t the 
Tenth Biennial Convention in Fayette
ville, Arkansas. A fter completing a
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A  copy of the directory has 
forwarded. We hope you will 
cover several other Theta Taus in 
neighborhood after checking the 
graphical index.
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Additions to AdemlDersk
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!Letters Irom the Chapters
A lp h a  E n terta in s  h r ic h  Sch ra d er

C d ra n d  R e c e n t  E d a ss  S L s its  B e ta
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E rick  S ckra Jer  Sees G a m m a  B a ske tka lIS ta rs  
in A c tio n



Epsilon A d v iser  E r ive s  80 M i le s  to A t te n d  M e e tin g



T H E  GEAR O F T H ETA  TAU

with the help of ouf kind Uncle Sam and v P s a i  B ro th e ir 'c K h ^ ^ K ^ n a l^ 'w d

auch^mySKria^as“slips, !pins, T n f  sfaYls.̂  ° ' fepeclTa \T SigITa Xi; ^Brotlll-r To'mmerTn
The Univcrshy of California Geological Phi Kappa Psi; and Brothers Hellier and Re-

R o f r  former Regent, Brother Olsen, is now 

Clark, our Vice-Regent is vice-prt ‘ '

Z e t a  P lans to Purchase H o i

LAW RENCE ^  
K A N SA S

LTLrzS HKTjra:T- Tiu - * and

RCElec1fon of officers will be held on March with the advent of softbTll, hopes are rising 
12. The officers at this election will then for a winning team which seems natural from

iSJrJr. aii-mTdedt: S Sr to tht
buffet dinner dance held a. the chapter house. Since its founding Zeta chapter could easily 
April 13 calls for the revival of Zeta’s tradi- be referred to as "A Man Without a Country".

i r i i :  SfwSiSsi if™,1

,,Si T s  -lUi-"'"! zss S S: 1
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W u x tr a !  T h e ta  Acquires A n o th e r  Checkovich

sills ZiiCCCiTB
ibers to the roll. The Checkovich, Vice-Regent; Roscoc Guernsey,

Thomas, Seldon Hayes, John Rice. Robert ,he usual dances held in the Harrington 
Dyer. George Plossel, John Crymble, Paul Room, which are always social if no, financial 
Mosher, John Checkovich, (is ,here no end successes. We are planning a dance for the 
to these Checkoviches?) John McDermott, near future which should combine ,he best 
Barron Berger.^and Cloyd^SmtveIy.  ̂The in- features of jaoth of these desirable qualities.

E£3 3 ;3 3 ;£3 v“™
Stveral of th, n,w In addition ,o h.rd inr,)n i n i  TU in",,.. d in ”  rh„

S ' S ? '  “ °"b j . ,  s . *

Io ta  P lanning  on M ouse FSlext J /ec
of the LaSalle Hotel are rather hard and no, 

Bro-a T i s s s '
Ii.z t :  rnr,t“„sn“,“ s  ;,s s ; : „ t ,  “ i s  i ,  5 '  hs
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chapter, told briefly of the national pohcy, are. Regent, B. A. H.ldebran.
national objectives, and the meaning of Theta S. W. Turner; Scribe, T. H.
Tau to each and everyone when they arc out urer, F. O. Truslow; Corresponding Secretary,

Sigrna H o ld s  Exchange Ecinces W i th  Sorority
: exception of of Warrensville, Ohio, and Howard Douglas, 

e 'hasn’t" been feld^aVurday nighi, j l n X  27™ w” h The

T M l l  W M i I f L T Z
| v |

E'hBHii'lhSEdHE
UmTty C^nfidentiaUyf some^of' tte VrotteS V ou\ XLe Xoihers pledged to Texnikoi,

“  &£ S L ta
Z S T j t t j S Z  U m fyB r S ;  T,“  X sSpraiWer- X e"

Th?chflLeTCw«eedourtT o cf 'ldfro'rna V o u X  £ d * v i f - f X t ,  m“  Pr‘'"den'  

s O / .s s s s s
s “ k  f — \ t i r s" z Q ” ” -



U p silo n  B re a L  M e m L r s k ip  R e c o rd
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LA FAYETTE
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C h i  In itia tes Prom inent 
P lonorary

T U CSO N
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N a t io n a l  C a p ito l A .  A .  H o/c/s G o o c lA Ie e tin3

Interm ountain A .  A .  H ea rs  ScIracler
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C leve la n d  A ■ A ■ L o o ks  F o rw a rd  to P icnic

The Cleveland Alumni Association, at the 
December meeting, elected the following ofli-

President, Wilfred R. Uffelman, Nu '33;

Treasurer, Edgar H. Jeffries, Gamma ’34; 
Secretary, Evans W. Cheeseman, Nu '36; Pro
gram Chairman, Richard F. Warner, Delta 
'39; Social Chairman, Russell C. Anderberg,

Buus, Omega '3 3.
At this meeting plans for the year were 

discussed and it was agreed that meetings 
would be held on the third Monday of the

the Coffee Shop of the Cleveland Hotel.

held at the Cleveland Hotel, Russell G. Glass, 
our newly elected Grand Regent, gave us an

that was held in Chicago recently. Wc cer
tainly consider ourselves fortunate to have
Brother Glass in our midst, and we wish him 
much success in his new capacity.

meetings before the year is completed with a

is hoped that any of the brothers living in
or about the vicinity of Cleveland will let

the officers who will be glad to take their 
hand and help them get acquainted.

Wilfred R. Uffelman, President 
March 17, 1940

PHILOSOPHY A N D  A MULE

Down in Carolina a colored farmer 
is following a plow hitched to his 
mule. H e’s giving the mule a little 
heart-to-heart talk.

"Bill, you’re a mule, the son of a 
jackass. I’m  a man, made in the 
image of God. Yet here we work, 
hitched together. I often wonder if 
you work for me or I for you. I  think 
it’s a partnership between a mule and 
a fool. I work as hard, if not harder 
than you do. We cover the same dis
tance, you on four legs and I on two, 
which makes me do twice as much 
work per leg as you do.

Soon we’ll harvest the corn. I’ll 
give one-third to  the landlord for 
le ttin’ me work this speck of God’s 
universe. One-third goes to  you and 
the balance is mine. You’ll eat all of 
yours while I divide mine among seven 
kids, six relatives w hat is broke, two 
ducks and a banker. If  we both need 
shoes, you’ll get ’em.

"Bill, you’re getting the best of me 
and I ask you, is it fair for you, a

mule, the son of a jackass, to swindle 
a man, lord of creation, out o f his 
substance?

"All fall and most of the winter the 
whole family from  G ranny to  the 
baby, pick cotton, trying to raise 
money to pay taxes, buy new harness, 
pay interest on the mortgage and keep

"The only time I ’m  your better is 
on 'lection day. I can vote. ’Course, 
a fter ’lection I realize I am a bigger 
jackass than your pappy. I often 
wonder if  politics was made for jack
asses or to  make jackasses of men.

"A nd tha t ain’t all, Bill. W hen 
you’re dead, tha t’s the end of you, but 
the parson tells me tha t when I die I 
gotta go to Hell forever. T hat is if 
I  don’t  do just w hat he says, and most 
of the things he wants me to  do ain’t 
got no fun  in them.

"Tell me, Bill, considerin’ these 
things, how can you keep a straight 
face and look so dumb and solemn?” 

— The Calif. M ilk News
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IOTA
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TAU
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GAMMA BETA
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or sp o n so re d  b y  th e  
L. G. BALFOUR COMPANY 

★
INSIGNIA . . . Pledge. 
Recognition, Badges, guard 
pins, officers’ insignia, keys. 
Felt, chenille, leather. 
GIFTS . .  . Your coat of 
arms adds the distinction 
th a t only a  fraternity  man or 
woman may give. Shown in 
COLOR in 1940 Blue Book.

Rings Bill Folds
Lockets Cuff Links
Bracelets Charms
Compacts Key Chains

FAVORS . . . W rite for 
special suggestions, advising 
party  date, quantity, budget, 
organization, a n d  p a r t y  
theme, Special discounts.
PAPER PRODUCTS
Stationery, Invitations, Pro
grams. Membership c a rd s  
and certificates, c h a r te r s , 
aw ard certificates, citations, 
etc.

AWARDS . . . M eda ls, 
trophies, plaques, h o l l o w  
ware, cups, medallions, belt 
buckles. W rite for catalog.

Paste on post card, sign name,

F R E E  P U B L IC A T IO N S
□  1940 BLUE BOOK of gifts
□  Trophies by Balfour 

Samples to prospective purchasers
□  Stationery
□  Dance Programs
□  Invitation.

Fraternity

J e m  „ t fe m le ,* </’
T b e t a  T a n

/"»' r — 
OFFICIAL JEW ELER

1-Located in the heart of the jewelry ma 
facturing industry, the Balfour factoi 
are the largest in the world devoted to 
manufacture of fine fraternity jewelry

2- Balfour Service covers the North Ameri, 
Continent—

48 Branch Sales Offices are Ioca 
throughout the country from the Pac 
Coast to the Atlantic Seaboard.
75 Representatives college men esp.
ally trained in fraternity and soror
needs call on your chapter regula
during the year to give you prom 
PERSONAL service.
In Canada —  visit or write your near 
Birk’s store.

L. G. B A L F O U R
COMPANY

ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS

m 0


