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R egiona l A leeting  \  o. Tw o
J^ouisville, L \en lucky

The delegates, chapter advisers, and 
representatives of the Executive 
Council of T heta T au assembled in 
the Delta Beta Chapter House a t 1:00 
p.m., Saturday, O ctober 12. Delegates 
from  visiting chapters were: Brothers 
Jordan, Ference, Vanderford, Glass- 
man, William Jordan, and Schmidt, 
of Phi; Reynolds, Heifer, Flaherty, 
H anna, Skelton, Daniels, and Cullen, 
of N u ; Obenchain, Ambrose, and 
Heckman of Delta; Spraitzar, Ban- 
gert, Payne, Matthews, and H arding 
of Sigma; Vawtcr of Zeta.

The meeting was formally opened 
by the officers of Delta Beta Chapter 
w ith Seaton H unter presiding. A fter 
greeting the 36 members assembled. 
Regent H unter introduced the repre­
sentatives of the Executive Council 
who explained the purpose of the re­
gional meetings. The group was 
divided into two sections; one section 
for Scribes and Treasurers was in 
charge of Grand Treasurer Jamison 
Vawter, and the other section for Re­
gents and Vice-Regents was in charge 
of Past Grand Regent J. M. Daniels.

A t 4:10 p.m., both groups were re­
cessed and an opportunity was given 
to  the delegates to obtain pictures of 
the delegates.

A t 4:30 p.m. both sections assem­
bled for a general conference, and 
Brothers Smithson and Williams re­
viewed briefly the minutes of the in­
dividual conferences. The remaining 
papers were given and discussion con­
tinued until 5:20 p.m., at which time 
the meeting was adjourned until 6:30 
p.m.

A total o f 46 members and guests

assembled again at 6:30 in the Canary 
Cottage Tea Room for the banquet 
w ith Brother Seaton H unter, Regent 
of Delta Beta, presiding. A fter the 
banquet the following program was

Greetings and address by Grand 
Treasurer Jamison Vawter 

Acknowledgement by H arry Am­
brose, Regent of Delta 

Acknowledgement by Arleigh Hei­
fer, Scribe of N u 

Acknowledgement by Charles Ban- 
gert, Regent o f Sigma 

Acknowledgement by Philip Jordan, 
Regent of Phi 

Address by Past Grand Regent J.
M. Daniels 

Brother Ambrose requested a rising 
vote of thanks for the officers and 
members of Delta Beta Chapter for 
the splendid manner in which the con­
ference plans had been supervised and 
conducted.

The meeting was then adjourned 
un til 7:00 a.m., Sunday, October 13.

The members assembled at 7:00 
a.m. Sunday, October 13, in the Can­
ary Cottage Tea Room for breakfast. 
Following the breakfast an impressive 
initiation ceremony was performed 
before 37 members in which the fol­
lowing members participated:

Philip Jordan, Phi— Station No. I 
Arlcigh Heifer, N u—Station No. 2 
Charles Bangert, Sigma —  Station 

No. 3
Seaton H unter, Delta B eta-S tation 

No. 4, Regent presiding at initia-

Following the initiation and the 
closing of the meeting, the representa­
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tives of the Executive Council con­
sulted with the various members de­
siring to discuss general fraternity

The Sigma Chapter was given par­
ticular honor because of its achieve­

ment in gaining a coveted place on 
the Fraternity Achievement Roll of 
Ohio State University.

Respectfully submitted,

J. M. Daniels, Past Grand Regent

Impressions o f  the A lee tin g
The regional conference held at 

Delta Beta Chapter, Louisville, Ken­
tucky, was both instructive and en­
tertaining. The various papers and 
discussions thoroughly covered the 
problems that confront our Fraternity. 
The discussion on Professional Meet­
ings was especially good.

Meeting the men from Delta Beta, 
Sigma, N u, and Delta was a real 
pleasure— good fellows all. T hat we 
were able to go to Louisville as total 
strangers and to depart with the feel­
ing that behind us we were leaving a 
group of true friends is a tribute to 
the Theta Tau fraternal spirit.

Brothers Daniels and Vawter again 
proved to  be tops, confirming our 
suspicions that the leadership of Theta 
Tau is excellent. They showed tact 
by staying away from the chapter 
house Saturday night, though we 
could have used more capital in the 
poker game.

Phi’s delegation not only carried 
back new ideas bu t also new spirit—  
a greater national bond.

Yours in H  & T,
Philip  R. J ordan 
Regent, Phi Chapter

O ct. 24, 1940

The boys at Delta Beta did a fine 
job of making our stay an interesting 
one. Southern hospitality is certainly 
all right. N ot only did they pu t us

up and feed us bu t they also intro­
duced us to a few of the belles from 
around Louisville!

They have a queer custom down 
there— but then, maybe its just one 
of those "old southern customs” one 
hears so much about. A t the dances 
the couples rarely get to dance a full 
dance together. In fact, you get to 
dance w ith your date only at inter­
vals— and very short and infrequent

I hope that those fellows who had 
a big Saturday night and couldn’t 
make the Sunday breakfast are feel­
ing better by now.

Yours in H  & T,
W illiam H ann a , N u 

O ct. 25, 1940

As host to  a regional conference 
Delta Beta is unable to comment on 
some aspects o f the conference. We 
have nothing to  say about adminis­
tration or accommodations because 
we continued to  sleep in our own 
beds even though we did share them. 
In contrast to the national conven­
tion, the diversity of chapter prob­
lems seemed even more pronounced. 
Probably the differences in chapter 
types— whether they are in competi­
tion with social fraternities or not, is 
the most fundamental reason for any 
lack of concrete accomplishment. 
Each chapter hears another’s problems
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but they arc so different that usually 
advice cannot be given from cxperi-

Even w ith this handicap the con­
ferences have their productive side. 
There are a multitude of minor ideas 
exchanged which would never get out

how one chapter improves order in 
meetings, or another promotes fellow­
ship between actives and pledges. 
Finally, the regional conference en­
ables a larger number of men to be 
impressed with the national character

of the organization; to meet the na­
tional officers; to bull around with 
brothers from other campuses.

I notice the men in our chapter 
hold their heads a little higher now 
when they say, " I ’m  a Theta Tau” 
because they have been convinced 
through this recent conference that 
they can be justly proud of their 
brothers in other colleges.

Yours in H  and T,
Seaton H unter , 
Regent Delta Beta

O ct. 27, 1940

R eg iona l /M eeting N o .  Three
Io w a  C ity , Io w a

Regional Conference III was held at 
the University of Iowa on the week­
end of O ctober 19-20 with Omicron 
as host to  Alpha, Beta, Iota and Zeta 
Chapters. Grand Vice-Regent Nus- 
ser and Grand O uter Guard Skovholt 
were in charge. They found that 
Omicron had set the stage admirably 
and all details o f arrangement were

Delegates began trickling in Friday 
evening. One Iota man promptly took 
the interurban to  Cedar Rapids but 
showed up the next morning looking 
as though he had had a good night’s 
sleep. Alpha men turned up about 3 
A.M. and, since so little time remained 
before breakfast, filled up the daven­
ports, deep rugs, etc. around the house 
for the balance of the night.

Regent Fewson of Omicron opened 
the meeting and turned it over to the 
N ational officers. Grand Vice-Regent 
Nusser took charge of a meeting of 
regents and vice-regents while Grand 
O uter G uard Skovholt presided at a 
meeting of stewards, scribes, and chap­

ter advisers.
The first group considered such 

questions as pledging, initiations, chap-
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'

ter meetings and chapter publications, 
while the other group discussed mem­
bership forms, pledge cards, alumni 
files, delinquent accounts, and house 
charges. Excellent discussions on these 
and other problems raised by the dele­
gates proved of consuming interest. 
( I t  was rumored that Campbell of 
Beta found some attraction in Iowa 
City which made his attendance some­
what erratic.)

Saturday evening all (even Camp­
bell) assembled at the Iowa Memorial 
Union for a banquet, following which 
there were songs and speeches. The 
Zeta delegation easily outdistanced the 
singers bu t speaking honors were even. 
Short talks were given by Grand Vice- 
Regent Nusser, Grand O uter Guard 
Skovholt, Alpha adviser Johnson, Beta 
adviser Duggan, Omicron adviser 
Leutwiler, and the four chapter re­
gents.

The conference then negotiated the 
mile from the Union to the chapter 
house and observed an Omicron initia­
tion ritual. Omicron put through 
eleven initiates in a well-handled cere­
mony.

This concluded the scheduled ac­
tivities o f the day. I t should not be in­
ferred, however, tha t the delegates re­
paired to their bunks. Reliable sources 
maintain tha t a good bit of private 
prowling ensued.

Sunday morning the delegates had 
informal conversations w ith the na­
tional officers and started on the long 
trek home. The Zeta delegates stayed 
for Sunday dinner and one last round 
of songs before heading for Lawrence.

Both the delegates and the national 
officers were well pleased with the 
conference and felt th a t it  had been 
of great benefit to  those who partici-



Brother W a ll ,  S iy n a  20, JLists Kequisiles o f  
a G o o d  C fiap ter A d v iser

"May I say to you, who are assem­
bled for this regional meeting at Louis­
ville, that I am sorry that I was un­
able to attend, bu t am requesting 
Brother Charles Bangert, Regent of 
Sigma Chapter to convey my best per­
sonal regards to all, and I hope you 
have a most successful conference.

"I noticed in the program that 
Chapter Advisers were up for discus­
sion and thought that someone might 
read this rather short and incomplete 
treatm ent in their behalf.

" I t  is rather difficult to enumerate 
all of the requisites of a Chapter Ad­
viser, bu t there are some essential 
qualities which must be in evidence 
to provide the foundation for the dis­
pensation and reception of good ad-

''L et us say that there should be a 
spontaneous co-operation with the 
Chapter in the solution of its prob­
lems, and may I quickly add that a 
genuine contidence in the adviser by 
the members o f the chapter brings 
about that pleasant feeling which is 
essential in the discussion of these

"The adviser should be willing at 
all times to  offer advice when that 
advice is specifically requested; and 
also should take advantage of oppor­
tune occasions to suggest perhaps a 
better method of accomplishing some 
task or a more efficient approach to a 
problem, when not actually asked for 
an opinion.

"H e should be a person of unques­
tionable character and one who under­
stands young men. His prospective 
should not be distorted and he should 
realize that every problem cannot be 
solved w ith a sw ift ruling of pro-

"The Chapter Adviser should be 
prompt and business-like in his trans­
actions, because actions always speak 
louder than words, as he is soon aware 
of the fact that good advice is not 
always pleasant to take and that the 
adviser is sometimes called upon to 
use mature judgment in difficult

"H e should abide by the rules and 
regulations o f the fraternity at large, 
the chapter in question and the stipu­
lations set down by the college or 
university authorities. He should 
keep in touch with the scholastic and 
financial conditions of the chapter 
and have ready access to pertinent 
records of the fraternity.

"Chapter Advisers should receive 
T h e  G ear regularly and read the 
contents carefully to ascertain what 
the other chapters are doing, thanks 
to  the Executive Council for passing

in June 1940 to  mail T h e  G ear at 
no cost to  Chapter Advisers.

" I  could go on and on with more 
specific duties like representing the 
Chapter a t alumni meetings; taking 
part in Founders’ Day program; sit­
ting in on initiations and authorizing 
certain expenditures for the house; en­
joying the duty called chaperoning 
and thrilling at meeting the alumni 
at Homecoming— but let’s call a halt 
now and remind the adviser that he 
just has to be a pretty good sort o f a 
fellow or his name will not appear 
on the adviser's list after the next 
National Convention.”

Sincerely in H  & T,
C. H . W all,
Chapter Adviser, Sigma
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" N e w  A d d itio n  ”Introducing a
Active members of the Fraternity 

are constantly being told that leaving 
school doesn’t necessarily mean that 
fraternal associations cease. Here is

Despite the press of business affairs, 
sometime ago a few Theta Taus living 
in California, vicinity of Los Angeles, 
decided it was high time they got to­
gether and became acquainted. They 
didn’t  just sit around and think about 
it— rather a letter was written to the 
Executive Council with a request that 
they be permitted to form an alumni

the Metropolitan Water District to accept 

120 selected throughout the U. S. by them

This meeting was attended by ap­
proximately 40 members and the Con­
stitution and By-Laws were adopted. 
LOS ANGELES ALUMNI CLUB BANQUET 

Alpha 
Lewis E. Arnold, '20 
Raymond D. Spencer, '25 
Herbert A. Swift, ’34

Organi

club. In April, 1939, Grand Regent 
Glass authorized the formation of an 
alumni club at Los Angeles and on 
June 18 a meeting of the alumni in 
that vicinity was held at Hotel Clark 
in Los Angeles for the purpose of 
forming the club and right then and 
there officers were elected.

Los Angeles, Calif.
Vice-President—Victor S. Matson, Lambda ’21

Los Angeles, Calif.
(We are told that Brother Badt "stole a 
march" on his fellow members and was 
married the early part of September).

Thomas J. Douglass '03 
Paul Wilkinson, ’OS 
Chas. A. Kumke, ’06

J. B. Armitage, ’10 
B. E. Crocker, ’ 11 
L. M. Nash, ’29 
Harold E. Woddlief, '30

John R. Shanley, Jr., ’I

Robert P. MilLr, '20
Harold B. Lloyd, '23 
Louis A. Waterfall, '23 
Paul H. Dudley, ’25 
Robert Ebaugh, '23 
Charles W. Cox, '26

Alfred Livingston, Jr.,
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Here is a group of Theta Tau alumni 
who believe in action, and who also 
firmly believe their club will be a 
success and of mutual benefit to each 
member. Their door is wide open to 
you, as evidenced by this request, "We 
will be pleased if you will announce 
that any members coming to the Los 
Angeles vicinity to reside, notify one 
of our officers of their address.”

T h e  G ear extends its congratula­
tions to the Los Angeles Alumni Club 
and wishes them many happy meetings.

<Si$ma in the Spotlight
Ohio State University has an honor 

role known as "The Fraternity 
Achievement Roll”  which is made up 
o f fraternity  chapters outstanding in 
scholarship, finances, and University 
co-operation throughout the school 
year. Theta T au Fraternity, through 
the efforts of Sigma chapter, has 
found a place upon this honor role. 
Placement on the role, which is pub­
lished annually by the Dean of Men, 
signifies that member groups have a t­
tained an academic average equal to 
o r better than the "University All- 
Men’s”  average; an A credit rating; 
and have demonstrated active co­
operation w ith the University admin-

Thc letter, received by Sigma from 
the Assistant Dean of Men, announc­
ing this achievement is well worth 
reading—
Mr. Charles Bangert, President,
T heta T au Fraternity,
1965 S. Indianola Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio

Dear Charles:
"The highest honor the University 

can bestow on a fraternity  chapter is 
to  award it  a place on the Fraternity 
Achievement Roll published annually 
by the Dean of Men. Only those 
fraternities that have maintained a 
superior record in scholarship, finances, 
and co-operation w ith the University 
administration are selected.

" I  am sincerely happy to have this 
opportunity of officially notifying you 
tha t the Theta T au Fraternity has 
been awarded a place on this roll for 
outstanding work during the past 
school year.

"Please accept my hearty congratu­
lations. Your chapter is one the Uni­
versity and your national organization 
has every right to  be proud of.” 

Cordially yours, 
Frederick Stecker, 
Assistant Dean of Men 

We are proud of you, Sigma, and 
our hearty congratulations and thanks
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JDean Frederick A l .  Feiker
Frederick M. Feiker, who was 

selected as Dean of the School of En­
gineering at the George Washington 
University last winter from a large 
number of candidates for the position 
by the unanimous choice of the ad­
ministration, faculty, and the alumni 
o f the school, was elected to honorary 
membership in Gamma Beta chapter 
of Theta Tau in May, 1940.

Dean Feiker, who serves as execu­
tive secretary of the American Engi­
neering Council and who was a former 
director of the United States Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
has had wide experience as an engi­
neer, publisher, and executive.

A native of N orthampton, Massa­
chusetts, he was graduated from W or­
cester Polytechnic Institute in 1904. 
Shortly after graduation he served as

technical journalist w ith the General 
Electric Company and was later made 
editor of the Factory magazine. He 
served as chairman of the editorial 
board of Factory and System, as edi­
to r of the Electrical W orld, and as 
vice-president o f McGraw-Hill Pub­
lishing Company.

In 1921, Herbert Hoover appointed 
him Assistant Secretary of Commerce. 
From 1923 to 1931 he served as vice- 
president of the Society for Electrical 
Development and as managing director 
of Associated Business Papers. Brother 
Feiker returned to the service of the 
Federal Government as D irector of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com­
merce from 1931 to 193 3.

In 1933 Dean Feiker was chosen to 
direct the educational survey of the 
Textile Foundation, w ith which he 
has continued as educational consult­
ant. The following year he was 
elected Executive Secretary of the 
American Engineering Council.

Last fall he joined the faculty  of 
the School of Engineering of The 
George W ashington University as Pro­
fessorial Lecturer in Management 
Problems. H e has taught in previous 
summer sessions of the University and 
at Harvard Graduate School o f Busi-

Brother Feiker is a member of the 
American Institute o f Electrical En­
gineers, the American Society of Me­
chanical Engineers, the American A c­
ademy of Political and Social Sciences, 
the American Association for the A d­
vancement o f Science, the Society for 
the Promotion of Engineering Educa­
tion. H e is a member of Sigma Xi, 
the textile fraternity  Phi Psi, and of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
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P edersen, G a m m a  S p ,  Com pletes 1 3 , 0 0 0  T rip
O n O ctober 2}rd, 1939, I left 

Fresno, California, headed for British 
East Africa, via New York and Dar- 
Es-Salaam, a trip  tha t was longer than 
anticipated— 64 days.

On the way I stopped at Golden, 
Denver, Chicago and New York be­
fore waving farewell. Monday, O c­
tober 30, our boat, the West Caw- 
thon, a small freighter of about 6000 
tons, of the American South African 
Line started on its voyage w ith ten 
passengers. Although it  was around 
ten o'clock in the evening, we did get 
a fleeting glimpse of the Statue of

The first tw o days were plenty 
rough for a fellow who had never 
been at sea and to play safe I con­
tinued where I left off in New York 
— close to the rail. A fter that the 
weather cleared up and I became a 
real sailor. As we traveled into 
southern waters flying fish became 
quite numerous. On O ctober 11 we 
had a great thrill by a British bomber 
tha t circled around our boat ready for 
business and for once I heard some 
South Africans say they were happy 
about the large American flags which 
were painted on the sides of the ship 
and hatches. The large plane carried 
several men, two machine guns, and 
eight large bombs attached to  the 
underside of the wing. As it  was a 
land plane, it was quite probable that 
one of the large aircraft carriers was 
in the vicinity, although not in sight.

We passed Ascension and St. H el­
ena Islands, two dots in the A tlantic, 
almost w ithin calling distance. As­
cension Island was first and it  came 
as a b it o f relief as it was the first 
land we had seen for seventeen days. 
Seven days after passing St. Helena

we reached Africa and passed the Cape 
of Good Hope. Here we were visited 
by a large British cruiser which passed 
within three hundred yards of us. Up 
the coast to Natal on the southern 
part of Africa we were treated to 
some pretty scenery including native 
huts. Along the coast we saw many 
ships of all nations.

W e arrived in Durban along with 
a heavy rain and were surprised with 
the beauty and size of the city which 
seemed to be a bit smaller than Den­
ver. The flamboyant trees were in 
bloom and their red flowers added 
much to the visual aspect of the city.

The port of Durban is pretentious 
and complete in all respects and could 
be easily compared with any of the 
large ports of the world. In tonnage 
handled it  is but 16th down the line, 
so it  is a busy place. We were in D ur­
ban six days, after which we left for
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the port o f Lourenco Marqut 
tugese East Africa, which the it

s for much of South A frica’s 
imports and exports.

The American Consul in Lourcnco 
Marques was very cordial and showed 
the captain and myself the town and 
the sights. Here we saw cashew nuts 
growing much the same as English 
walnuts and not as ground nuts as 
we had imagined. The next port was 
Beira, also in Portugese East Africa 
bu t under different government. In 
Beira the Mozambique Charter Com­
pany has control of practically every­
thing, including the land, mineral 
rights, post office, police, and even

the currency. The day before getting 
into Beira we saw the hulk of the 
"Africa Shell” which had been shelled 
and put down by the "G raf Spee” . 
It had been run ashore before it  sank 
and was clearly visible in the surf.

The final port of my journey was 
Dar-Es-Salaam where I disembarked 
after I had been on board for 5 5 days. 
From here I was to continue my trip 
inland to the mine bu t as the trains 
do not run every day it was necessary 
for me to spend Christmas day here. 
Dar-Es-Salaam has a wonderful har­
bor with a very narrow entrance in 
which the Germans sank a big steel 
dry dock just at the entrance during 
the last war and narrowly missed 
blocking it. The trip  from Dar-Es- 
Salaam to Itiga, a distance of 300 
miles was rather monotonous. The 
last 250 miles to the mine was made 
over bumpy roads by car, and so after 
nearly 13,000 miles and 64 days of 
travel I finally arrived a t my destina­
tion in Southern Tanganyika, roughly 
between Lake Nyassa and Lake T ang­
anyika. I t is very nice a t the mine 
bu t it was a bit o f a shock to have a 
man eating lion shot on the outskirts 
of the camp w ithin a week after I 
arrived. It took a native boy the first 
night and returned and took a dog 
off a truck near one of the staff houses. 
I visualized lions, elephants and al­
most everything else coming into 
camp every week but it is not as bad 
as that. We are fifty miles from the 
nearest town, tw o hundred and fifty 
miles from the railroad and ninety 
miles from an airport.

— from  Colorado School o f Mines 
A lum ni Magazine.
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Jpumly A th le tes ?
The general public often refers to 

"dum b athletes” bu t tha t m ust be be­
cause they never met up with Blythe, 
Thornton, and Yeager around pigskin 
time last year and consequently, not 
having met them, received no invita­
tion to commencement a t Colorado 
School of Mines to  see the "dumb 
athletes” walk off with the awards. 
N o doubt about it, these boys had 
both brains and brawn.

Thornton came to Mines from Sum- 
mitville, Colorado, and was quickly

recognized as a leader on the campus. 
A member of the Alpha Tau Omega 
fraternity, Press Club, M Club, Board 
of Publications, American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers, "plucky Herb” 
still found time to maintain an envi­
able scholastic rating and become a 
member of Tau Beta Pi. W ith this 
record of scholarship and service for 
four years at Mines, it  was natural that 
Thornton should be awarded the 
Thomas S. Harrison award for meri­
torious work in petroleum engineering

BRAINS 
BRAWN

JfllLVL IT, OH NOT.

Tv-IOPNTo N
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and have a position awaiting him with 
one of the major oil companies of 
Oklahoma.

Gardner Blythe, a Philadelphia man, 
served with the Merchant Marine be­
fore starting to school. "G ard’s”  per­
sonality and naval training soon 
brought him into the limelight. He 
became a member of Sigma Phi Ep­
silon fraternity, Scabbard and Blade, 
Military Ball committee, served as 
class officer three years, president of 
the "M ” club his junior year, and 
treasurer his senior year. As the cadet 
officer displaying the greatest military 
efficiency, Blythe was presented the 
James Underhill award. Upon grad­
uation Blythe found himself reluctant 
to  leave Colorado so he secured metal­
lurgical work in Denver and remained.

Two coveted awards were given 
George Yeager when he received the 
degree Engineer of Mines. For his

meritorious work in mining engineer­
ing, he was awarded a Brunton tran ­
sit, and for his excellence in scholar­
ship, high integrity, and general engi­
neering ability Brother Yeager received 
the Colorado Engineering Council 
Medal.

Like Blythe, Yeager was keenly in­
terested in m ilitary training and was 
appointed cadet commander at the 
1940 m ilitary inspection. H e also be­
longed to Scabbard and Blade, and was 
president o f the student body council.

But enough of brains— they had 
brawn too, you know. Brawn they 
say, comes from  eating big juicy 
steaks, and ou t Colorado way its a 
fact that when the names of Blythe, 
Thornton, and Yeager were mentioned, 
all the "Ferdinands” of the vicinity 
stopped smelling daisies and took to

FsIyluncI Receives A ssociate Professorship a t  

A rizo n a  a

E. J. Nylund, Gamma '25, accepted 
the position of Associate Professor of 
Mining Engineering at the University 
of Arizona. Brother N ylund has had 
extensive experience in his field in 
both Arizona and Colorado and will 
devote his entire time to instruction 
of mining engineering.

Immediately upon graduation from 
Colorado School of Mines, Brother 
N ylund joined the Akron Mining Co., 
of Colorado, as mine surveyor. He 
left this company to become stope en­
gineer a t the Bisbee branch of Phelps 
Dodge Corp. H e has also served as

mine superintendent w ith the N orth 
Star Sultan Mining Co., and the Mys­
tery Gold Company, both of Silver- 
ton, Colorado.

In 1936 N ylund became associated 
with the Denver office of the Recon­
struction Finance Corp., and later was 
transferred to San Francisco to  serve 
in the same capacity. His w ork in­
volved the examination and valuation 
of certain prospects and operating 
properties for the purpose of allowing 
government loans to  assist mining en­
terprises.
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H eq u a  (continues to D irect
Lawrence K. Rcqua, Epsilon ’19, 

now of Wciser, Idaho, is president and 
general manager of the Idaho Almaden 
Mines Company at Weiser1 a concern 
which was organized about a year ago 
and which already figures importantly 
in the domestic production of mer­
cury. This is Requa’s first real en­
trance into the field of quicksilver 
production and his first Idaho opera-

W o r k  a t Id a h o  A lm aclen
terested in these cinnabar claims. It 
was in 1936 tha t a sheepherder, named
H arrT Brown, discovered the deposit
in Washington County about 17 miles
east of Weiscr and in the following
year he staked 17 clainis and called it
the Osa Anna mine. When Requa

o Idaho in 193 8 the property
bee;ime known as the N utmeg mine
and in afterwards the Idaho Alma-
den Mines Corporation was organized

General view of the Idaho Alma 

Brother Requa is numbered among 
the native sons o f California. His 
mining course at the University of 
California was interrupted by his en­
trance into the W orld W ar, when he 
joined the naval aviation corps and 
served until a fter the armistice. Re­
tu rning to the university he received 
his degree and began his career as a 
petroleum geologist. Later, he worked 
w ith his father, operating gold prop­
erties in U tah, California, and Nevada. 

N ot until 1938 did he become in­

to  operate it. Requa leased surround­
ing property and now holds approxi­
mately 500 acres.

Cinnabar is the only ore mineral 
and is found in both the amorphous 
and crystalline form. It occurs in 
several different gangues, the most 
usual being opalite, but some in white 
kaolin, sandstone, and quartz. As is 
common in cinnabar deposits the 
structure of the ore body is obscure 
and can be determined only as explora­
tion advances. Around 630 feet of
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mine workings have been completed, 
including a 155 foot vertical shaft 
from which levels have been opened 
at 30 and SO feet. Open-pit mining 
methods are used and a 50 ton Gould 
improved rotary furnace and condens­
ing system has been installed. Power 
is generated as the property by a C at­
erpillar D  4400 Diesel connected to a 
General Electric 25-kva generator. 
About 20 men are employed in the 
mine and mill. Ore is mucked by 
hand into 20 cubic foot mine cars and 
trammed by hand 300 feet to  the mill 
ore bin. One mine shift keeps the 
mill supplied with a capacity feed of 
50 tons of ore daily.

Peretli Receives /Ippointment at Columbia
Dr. Ettore Peretti, Psi '34, has been 

appointed assistant professor of Metal­
lurgy in the School of Mines, Columbia 
University. Brother Peretti, who has 
been teaching metallurgy in the M ont­
ana School of Mines since 1936, took 
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in 
metallurgy there and then w ent to

H am burg and Stu ttgart under a fel­
lowship from the International Insti­
tu te  of Education. He studied under 
Georg Grube and W olfgang Seith and 
received the degree of Doctor of Sci­
ence, "magna cum laude”, from S tu tt­
gart in 1936.

Zeigler Introcluces N ew  Service to Alaska Alining
G. E. Zeigler, Sigma ’24, associate 

mining engineer w ith the Territorial 
D epartment of Mines has gone to  A n­
chorage, Alaska, to  open permanent 
offices there.

Brother Zeigler, who has been con­
nected actively w ith mining for the 
past 16 years, will provide a new serv­
ice for the Anchorage Mining district. 
Inspection of gold, coal, and other

mines, in regard to  safety measures, 
recommendations for development and 
other aids to miners, will be included 
in his duties. H e will act as assistant 
to B. D. Stewart, head of the T erri­
torial Department of Mines at Juneau.

Brother Zeigler and his family ar­
rived almost directly from Beaver, 
Pa., to assume his new station a t An-
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Inconvenience o f  N ig h t  W o r k  R esu lts  in Invention
T h’ invention all admir'd and each 
how he
To be the inventor miss'd, so easy it 
seemed
Once found, which yet unfound, 
most would have thought 
Impossible!

Milton, Paradise Lost

Claude H . Wall, Sigma '20, Profes­
sor of Civil Engineering at Ohio State 
University, has designed and patented 
the Simplex Solar Shield, an instru­
ment which enables a surveyor not 
only to take accurate directional time 
readings on a line using the sun as a 
determining object instead of the 
N orth star but also to  take accurate 
field data without the aid of any other 
person because the time interval be­
tween pointings is sufficient to enable 
him to  record his own data.

The completed invention consists of 
a tiny shield, which casts a shadow 
on a plate, and as the sun moves ac- 
cross shadow lines created by this 
shield, time and angle readings are 
taken w ith an ordinary watch.

Nine years ago the idea for this in­
vention came to Brother Wall while

he was working on a crew surveying 
the Susquehanna River region. I t was 
his job to take the time readings on 
the line and the discomfort and in­
convenience of night work did not 
appeal to him.

Tw o years ago he decided to do 
something about this problem and be­
gan work to find some method where­
by a surveyor would be able to com­
plete his job by day by procuring bet­
ter and more accurate directional 
readings with the sun as the determin- 
ing object. The result was that last 
September Brother Wall applied for a 
patent for his completed invention. 
The patent was approved three months 
after he applied for it, which is some­
thing of a record, as most patents take 
from tw o to  five years before they are 
approved.

The Simplex Solar Shield now is be­
ing used in various engineering camps 
over the country, thanks to the fact 
that Brother Wall disliked such large 
doses of night work nine years ago.

The June, 1940, issue of Civil Engi­
neering carried a complete technical 
article on Professor W all’s invention.

— Ohio State Lantern

W a n t  a  T ip ?
As manager o f the mechanics divi­

sion of Westinghouse Research Lab­
oratories, Pittsburgh, Brother R. E. 
Peterson, Kappa '2 5, supervises work 
on strength of materials, vibration, 
lubrication and stress analyses as ap­
plied to electrical machinery. H e ad­
vises engineering students: "The s tu ­

dent planning to go into design or 
research should obtain a training in 
strict fundamentals. H e should mas­
ter physics and mathematics thor­
oughly and in doing so should not be 
concerned as to whether or not the 
information will ever be useful."
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W orm ser IS lew ly E lec ted  D irector A .  L A  I . L .
as an E.M. in 1912, young Felix heeded 
the "Go west, young man” advice and 
worked for the Snake River Mines, the 
Baker Mines Co., and the Cornucopia 
Mines Co., all in Oregon. Then for 
a year or so he was the youngest U. S.
Mineral Surveyor in Oregon. In 1918 
he served in the Army and received 
honorable discharge as a second lieu­
tenant. Early the following year he I
joined the Bureau of Mines staff in 
W ashington to assist in W ar Minerals 
Relief work. This connection re­
sulted in his joining the forces of the 
"Engineering and Mining Journal” as 
assistant editor in 1920, in which 
capacity he specialized in market 
studies and assisted in the compilation 
of the "Journal’s”  metal quotations.
The urge for field work became quite 
demanding around 192 5 and Brother 
Wormser resigned his position to en­
gage in active mining examinations 
and consulting work in the northwest.
Three years later he returned to New 
York and became Secretary and Treas­
urer of the Lead Industries Assoc., a 
position that he has since held.

Brother Wormser is a firm believer 
tha t all work and no play makes Jack 
a dull boy, for he has long been in­
terested in chess, boxing, and tennis, 
and has more recently acquired a set 
of golf clubs.

Zeta Alumni Achieve Prominence 
The Kansas Engineer in May pub- In 

lished an article "Success W ith 
Alumni” that featured Ross I. Parker,
Zeta ’12, founder of Zeta chapter, 
who is departmental manager of the 
General Electric Company in Chicago,
J. J. Jakosky, Zeta '20, president of

International Geophysics, Inc., in Los 
Angeles, who was given the honorary 
degree of Doctor o f Science by U ni­
versity o f Arizona a few years ago, and 
who is now Dean of Engineering at K. 
U ., and Waldo G. Bowman, Zeta ’23, 
editor o f "Engineering News-Record”.

Felix E. Wormser, Theta '16, newly 
elected director of A. I. M. E., can 
rightly be dubbed one of the "baby” 
members of the Board, not from the 
standpoint of experience, but because 
of the fact that there are only two on 
the Board being his junior.

Brother Wormser has had his share 
of experience in varied fields. Gradu­
ating from Columbia School of Mines



TH E  GEAR OF T H E TA  TAU 21

Kolyert S . S h a n L la n J  K
T he appointment of Dr. Robert 

Sherwood Shankland, Delta ’29, As­
sociate Professor of Physics a t Case 
School of Applied Science since April 
1937, and acting head of the depart­
ment o f Physics since October 1939, 
to  the position of permanent head of 
the Physics department was announced 
last spring.

Brother Shankland has served as 
physicist w ith the U- S. Bureau of 
Standards in Washington, and as as­
sistant and instructor at the Univer­
sity of Chicago. He has conducted 
scientific research investigations on 
x-ray and gamma ray scattering, in­
harmonic vibrations and other acous­
tics problems, efficiencies of Geiger 
counters, and electron diffraction 
studies o f surface problems. In con­
nection with this last investigation he 
designed recently an "electron diffrac­
tion camera" which provides a new 
a ttack on some of industry’s "million

eceives Recognition
dollar problems” of wear, corrosion, 
friction, and the like. There are only 
a half dozen or so similar instruments 
in operation elsewhere in the country.

Pbolo by CUBord Norton 
Professor Shankland

3 n  Jtlemoriam
Erik John Green, Beta '40 

In October, 1940, Theta Tau lost a fine 

nccr when Erik John Green was killed suddenly 

will always remember his adventurous spirit 

witticisms were always appropriate and Con-

But John Green had a more serious side.

him secretary of the local chapter of A. I. 
M. E., a post which he held very ably. In

pledge captain.

sportsman. His mature judgment, blended

a personality which made him a favorite with

—Beta Chapter

William D. Thornderry, Upsilon '33, 
died about a year ago. The Gear has re-

Jasper I. Wingard, Mu '21, was killed July 

wall system. * P *

Charles Drewry Batson, Alpha '07, died

time of his death he was in charge of the 
southern operations of the Republic Creosoting

and personality.
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Under the stimulus of the war in 
Europe and preparation for our own 
country’s possible entry into war, 
business appears to be expanding 
rapidly in our nation, to what fate 
none of us can say. But this stimu­
lation, whether it be for good or for 
bad, can scarcely fail to  have a marked 
effect also on our colleges, on college 
fraternities, and on our own organi­
zation of Theta Tau. During the 
coming period of a year, three years 
or possibly considerably longer there 
probably will be more urge for red- 
blooded fellowship among men of all 
ages, than we have seen since the crash 
of 1929 sent our whole world spin­
ning.

Theta Tau, like other college frater­
nities, has this sort o f fellowship to 
offer, so it is likely that our mem­
bership rolls will show an accelerated 
growth and even the number of con­
stituent chapters may resume the 
somewhat broader expansion experi-
cnccd in the eairlier years o f our his-
tory. In this I:onnection it is inter-
esting t.a note how the Fraternity's
expansioii to nevv campuses in the past
has dov<;-tailed w ith business condi-
tions as we nowr recognize them. In
the first decade of this century, 1900
to  1909, during which Theta Tau was
founded, our number of chapters grew
to  three; in the next decade, 1910 to

1919, seven new chapters were ad­
mitted; in the so-called "prosperous 
twenties” , 1920 to 1929, eleven more 
chapters were chartered; but in the 
decade just closed, 1930 to 1939, with 
business generally at low ebb, only 
five new chapters joined the Frater­
nity.

Thus there is some evidence within 
our own organization to support the 
theory that the fraternity  cycle is 
closely related to the business cycle. 
While some concern has been expressed 
regarding the effects of the draft on 
college men, we believe it is unlikely 
that this will be a serious factor in 
many of our groups. Widening de­
mands for trained or partially trained 
men may easily prove to  be a more 
potent force in taking men from col­
leges before they have received de­
grees than will the draft. O f course, 
if war ensues for this country the 
picture will be drastically changed, 
not alone for us, bu t for the whole 
college world.

T hat Theta Tau is ready for any 
demands tha t may come, we cannot 
doubt. The national organization is 
unquestionably stronger than ever be­
fore. O ur national officers, past as 
well as present, have worked zealously 
toward this goal and our Regional 
Meetings have, in several cases, we be­
lieve been just the medicine necessary
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to strengthen weakening chapters and 
to encourage the stronger ones to 
more success. But now, if  we read 
the signs rightly, is the time when 
all our chapters can put th:mselves on 
the best possible footing. There will 
be a growing interest in fraternity 
matters within and without our chap­
ters. Alumni participation will be 
more active and in general there will 
be a noticeable increase in fraternity 
enthusiasm. We respectfully suggest 
tha t you actives be alert to these

changes and take advantage of them 
to strengthen your own groups. The 
way this can best be done you know 
already —  larger and better pledge 
classes— healthy chapter activities—  
good scholarship— careful handling of 
finances— prompt reports to national 
officers. All these things are import­
ant and if undertaken now, and in 
the right spirit, we sincerely believe 
they will show more and better re­
sults than comparable efforts have 
shown for many years.

[setters
First Instructor Course for Reserve Officers 
Ft. Belvoir, Va.

Dear Brother Howe:
I regret̂  that I was not able to respond to

nothing to report for THt Gf.AR. The Cleve- 

Right now I am out of touch with the

arc expecting a change of address after De- 

Effective November 

Perfection Stove Co. From the activil

form of duty, and there is no prospect

We (some HO captains an 
from all over the 48 states

sweep the sawdust out. They s

40, Uncle Sam

St lieutenants 

n and helped

form of the interior Iantrine corresponding

The meals have been ample; the weather h 
been about equally good and bad, and like l!

very good indeed, and when it is bad it

Might s: considerable forwarding for the 

r clears through the address of

I 50 5 Willow St.

My regards to Brother Glass. I had to

Yours in H & T,
Evans W. Chefsfman

Sorry that the Cleveland A. A. lost 
a secretary bu t apparently Uncle Sam 
needed him worse. T h e  G ear is not 
forwarded by the Post Office so yours 
will accumulate at your parents’ home 
unless they rcmail them.

Bartlesville. Okla.

there are several other brothers in Bartlesville, 

I have enjoyed reading The Geak very

Yours in H and T,
H. Aubrey Clay, Thcta '39 

You will note that the Directory 
listed 21 Theta Taus in Bartlesville, 
Brother Clay. We hope that you have 
uncovered a few of them.



T H E  GEAR O F T H E TA  TAU 25

Taus will be interested in
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ILetters from the Chapters
A lp h a  O rg a n ize d  for B ig ear

Dear Brothers: Alpha Chapter started this fall with sixteen
Alpha Chapter's an- actives and two pledges, losing nine of our 

nual spring Canoe Trip men by graduation. Brothers Joe Geraci and 
was very much of a sue- Ed Tyler are back with us this fall after a

E S , S t ?
usual leisurely trip iF b y ' ^ d '  Jn  O ctoLTkh
race down the St. Croix River started by year Mine Drilling Company, as our speaker. 
Jjipher ^ rgquis^  J h ^  r^cc ̂ laste^ the^full ^ js^w as^first^of a^«ri« of ŝ meetings

of t̂die^ratn *wdaich ̂ fell^al**nfght*our "'Httle ^ " i n " " ^ ''w ell^th our'ne l'rugs’ oYTyea'r 

a,"’dy imprBStd m‘ny —  
walked off the loading dock into eight feet of Our intramural sports program has started 
water in her new formal. It didn't take long off on the right ̂  foot with both the bowling
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GOLDEN

C O L O R A D O



D e lta  C ontinues S c h o o l L ecture Project
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BERKELEY 
CALIF. \
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I heta A th le te s  K eep  Trying

Io ta  T h em e S o n y  ^ o u  C a n  t S lo p  I  I s  F rom 

P re a m in s h , h . T littlc wc carrie
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/Vu E nterta ins G r a n d  R egen t a n d  P ast G r a n d  
R eg en t



G m icro n  I i ta le s  B is Scholastic G a in

R l io  P lans Som e H ish= P ow ered  Pleclsins
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'cquires o

LA F A Y E T T E
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C hi Enjoys E ea n  Biillcrs Reminiscences
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/Delta Beta Buys, R ebuilds, a n d  (Dccupies (chapter  
H o u se
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Tlteta Taus Get Together at Tau Beta Pi Convention



w nni
ALPHA
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KAPPA
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LAMBDA
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Howard Hoevet, '40, convinced the Fiir-

he would make them a good employee. 
Carl Boehnlein, '40, and Harry Zeidner, 

'40, are doing a little inspection work for 
Uncle Sam as electrical inspectors at Brook­
lyn Naval Yard.

James Stevens, '40, received a fellowship at 
Kansas State College, Manhattan, Kansas.

Lowell Schuknecht, '40, is doing graduate 
work at M. I. T.

Wilbur Rand, Robert J. Davis, Robert 
Lubker, and James Norman, all '40, de­
scended en masse upon the South Dakota 
Highway Dept., Pierre, S. D., to help solve 
the state's engineering problems. They say 
four heads arc better than one!

GAMMA BETA
R. W. Beatty, '39, of Bowie, Maryland, re- Ira K. Jones, '40, has a new address of 2000

cently shifted to 1108 Monroe Street. N.W., Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington,
Washington, D. C. D. C.

DELTA BETA
Wilbur E. Kelley, '31, is lending his know- Thomas H. Crim. Jr., '39, is still in Wil- 

His post office is Diablo Heights. at 611 West 19 St.

'W hen autos first came into use 
The roads were not so wide 

And often at some narrow point 
Tw o autos would collide.

But highways now are straight and

And when you take a drive 
You seldom see two cars pile up; 

Instead it’s four or five.”

— Highway Magazine

Pat determined to pass right by his 
favorite tavern on his way home. As 
he approached it he became somewhat 
shaky bu t, after plucking up courage, 
he passed it. Then, after going about 
fifty  yards, he turned, saying to  him­
self: "Well done, Pat, me bye. Come 
back and I ’ll trea t ye.”

Confucius say: "Butcher who back 
into meat grinder get a little behind 
in his orders.”

Thank you, Confucius.

She was an optician's daughter — 
two glasses and she made a spectacle 
o f herself.

Prof. in class: "Order please!” 
Student (awakening): "One beer.”

Sweet Young Thing: " I ’ve broken 
my glasses. Do I have to be examined 
all over again?”

Oculist: "N o, just your eyes.”
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★ TO  BRING CH RISTM A S CHBCR 
M AK E Y O C R  PLA N S EA R LY  *

The new 1941 BALFOUR BLUE BOOK present! 
to you a choice selection of crested gifts. The 
coat of arms lends that distinction that only a

selections early. INSURE, NOW, the Christmas 

Mail Coupon Today!

CLIP THE COUPON FOR

1941 BLUE BOOK

Gentlemen: Kindly send me free: 
For Individuali

Q  1941 BLUE BOOK 
I I Stationery Samples

I I Xmas Card Samples 
I I Dance Program Samples

BALFOUR MADE AND SPONSORED ITEMS 
Insignia — Guard Pins — Rings — Bracelets 
— Bags — Pendants — Lockets — Leather 
Goods — Cups — Smoking Accessories—Hol­
low Ware—Stationery—Awards—Trophies.

Special service for new organizationI

ATTENTION SOCIAL CHAIRMAN:

* Christmas Card samples for the Chapter FREE 
for the asking. Mail coupon.

• Plan your party details early: Excellent party 
favor suggestions if you will write giving (I) 
Dates of parties (2) Chapter address (3) pref­
erence of kind of favor (4) for men or women 
(I) quantity you will use (6) budget set.

Official Jew e ler to Theta Tau
L. G. B A L F O U R

C O M P A N Y  
A t t l e b o r o  - - M a s s a c h u s e t t s

In CANADA —  Call or 
nearest BIRK’S s








