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H e  H  H  H opkm s 
Biennial Convention

A fter an interval of four years, 
T heta T au returned to Chicago for 
its 13 th  Biennial Convention, with 
headquarters a t the I.aSalle Hotel. 
Delegates arriving on the evening of 
December 28 th were pleased to find 
that the Chicago Alumni Association 
had arranged for a much milder 
variety of weather than tha t which 
prevailed during the I l th  Convention.

An even warmer reception awaited 
those able to  attend the smoker held 
in the parlors on the mezzanine floor 
o f the hotel. Here a goodly number 
o f Chicago alumni greeted the na­
tional ofiiccrs and delegates. Grand 
Treasurer Vawter, alternating between 
heavy black cigars and a pipe, whose 
strength can only be estimated, was 
perhaps the ringleader in seeing that 
the event was not a smoker in name 
only. Others, following his example, 
soon spread a friendly haze over the 
meeting and friendships blossomed 
rapidly.

Examination of delegates by the 
Credentials Committee occupied a 
part o f the evening, bu t as the bright 
lights of Chicago’s famous Loop con­
tinued to beckon, it was noticeable 
tha t by twos and threes and even 
larger groups, the boys gradually 
drifted out of the hotel.

Came the dawn, and, w ith a fresh­
ness on their faces which belied the 
night’s activities, the delegates as­
sembled for the first formal meeting

of the Convention. The following 
Theta Taus were in attendance: 

OFFICERS 
H. H. Hopkins. Beta '08. Grand Regent 
J. M. Daniels. Hon. Nu '22, Grand Vice-

Ericii J. Schrader, Alpha 'OS. Grand Scribe 
Jamison Vawter, Zcta '16, Grand Treasurer 
Donald D. Curtis, Omicron '19, Grand 

Marshal
Russell G. Glass, Sigma '24, Grand Inner

R. W. Nusser, Zeta '28, Grand Outer Guard 
P. L. Mercer, Omieron '21, and J. W. Howe, 

Omicron '24, Editors of The Gear. 
DELEGATES 

Alpha—Harry A. Larson 
Beta—Karl B.iork 
Gamma—Richard J. Scanlon 
Delta—Donald L. Snow 
Epsilon—James L. Joubert 
Zeta—Georce W. Russell 
Theta—Andrew Checkovich 
Iota—W. F. Oberbeck 
Kappa—Stewart E. Frisbie 
Lambda—William E. Bulkley

Nu—David G. Edwards
Omicron—Paul E. Weber
Pi—Buck Dinwiddie
Rho—H. B. Smith
Sigma—Norman E. Schoewe
Tau—William F. Boyle, Jr.
Upsilon—Jack Wyatt 
Phi—Jack Vanderford 
Chi—Edward L. Younc, Jr.
Psi—Wm- D. Tretheway 
Omega—Harold W. Buus 
Gamma Beta—Georce E. Rhine 

ALTERNATES 
Alpha—Donald R. Johnson 
Beta—Herbert Krohn 
Lambda—Ray Morgan 
Omega—Sylvester B. Dickey. Jr.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS 
Chicago Alumni Association

Donald B. Frisbie, Delta '11 
Twin City Alumni Association

Charles Britzius. Alpha ’II 
Intermountain Alumni Association

E. J. Schrader, Alpha '05
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Brother Aslesen, acting as tempo­
rary chairman, called the meeting to 
order and the national officers were re­
ceived in due form, Grand Regent 
Hopkins taking the chair. As the 
first order of business, the major com­
mittee assignments were read by the 
Grand Scribe. Grand Regent H op­
kins then gave his biennial report and 
drew attention to the success of the 
regional meetings as the outstanding 
development o f the biennium. H e also 
discussed briefly the preparation of 
plans for a chapter activity contest.

A n im portant recommendation of 
the Grand Regent was tha t the date 
and place of the biennial convention 
be determined and announced at least 
ninety days in advance of the meet­
ings so that all concerned might have 
ample time to plan for attendance.

The memorial service for the de­
parted brothers was pu t on in a most 
impressive fashion by the Executive 
Council.

Following this the national officers 
continued w ith their reports. Grand 
Vice-Regent Daniels gave a thought­
ful discussion of fraternity  spirit and 
unity and explained in some length the 
growth of plans for a chapter activity 
contest. Grand Scribe Erich Schrader 
reported that chapter response had 
been good during the biennium and 
that he had therefore been relieved of 
nearly half of the normal correspond­
ence burden of his office. H e called 
attention to the recent accrediting of 
engineering schools by the E. C. P. D. 
as affording some assistance in passing 
on the desirability of accepting peti­
tions from local groups in various 
technical colleges. Speaking in behalf 
of the alumni, w ith whom no member 
of the fraternity  enjoys wider ac­
quaintance, he urged tha t this Con­

vention give serious consideration to 
the publishing of a new directory.

Grand Treasurer Vawter gave a 
resume of the financial transactions of 
the Fraternity during the biennium 
and stated that the business of the past 
two years showed a modest profit. 
Grand Marshal Curtis, like the Grand 
Scribe, reported good co-operation 
from the chapters. H e stated that 
the total number of shingles issued to 
Theta Taus was now 6611. H e re­
ported on three chapter visitations 
during the biennium and made certain 
recommendations on ways in which 
the chapters could further help him

Grand Inner Guard Glass and 
Grand O uter Guard Nusser reported 
on chapter visitations and on their 
favorable reactions to the first Re­
gional Meetings, Brother Glass having 
attended the meeting at Sigma Chapter 
and Brother Nusscr the one a t Omi-

The Alumni Association reports 
were next, and for the most part in­
dicated continuation of the normal ac­
tivities and interest. The work of the 
Kansas C ity Alumni Association with 
high school students interested in en­
gineering suggested an activity worthy 
o f the a ttention of other alumni 
groups.

The active chapter reports were the 
next order of business and these af­
forded an opportunity for each dele­
gate to  compare his chapter’s condi­
tion w ith tha t of the others. The re­
ports in the main revealed a rather 
healthy condition throughout the 
Fraternity. Included w ith the report 
of Brother Vanderford of Phi Chapter 
was an extemporaneous account of the 
unusual record of their recently in­
itiated honorary member, Ralph R.
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Teetor1 a biographical sketch of whom 
appears on page 22.

The second day was spent largely 
on committee reports. The Auditing 
Committee reported the Grand Treas­
urer and T h e  G ear books to be in 
order. The Extension Committee did 
no t recommend favorable action on 
two groups considered. The Disci­
pline Committee made a recommenda­
tion for expulsion of one member, and 
the recommendation was accepted (see 
page 19). Minor changes in the 
wording of the constitution were sug­
gested by the Constitution Committee 
and these were adopted. The Creden­
tials Committee found the delegates 
quite proficient in ritualistic matters.

The Committee on Chapter Award 
proposed a plan of chapter competi­
tion and comparison which would en­
able the Awards Committee to  rate 
the chapters upon their conduct and 
efficiency. The first contest is to close 
in June 1939 and the award will be 
made at the 14th Biennial Convention. 
T he award was named the "Erich J. 
Schrader Award.”

The Publications Committee, in re­
sponse to  the many requests of the 
national officers and the alumni, re­
ported favorably on the proposal to 
issue a new directory of members. The 
plan submitted by the committee and 
approved by the Convention, con­
tained an estimate of cost and a 
scheme for chapter aid in soliciting 
alumni addresses. By this plan each 
chapter is to  reach its own alumni 
and secure the data required from 
them for the directory, but the print­
ing and mailing expenses involved are 
to  be borne by the Fraternity a t large 
and the chapters are to be compensated 
for their work on a sliding scale basis 
designed to encourage complete re-

O n the evening of the 30th the 
Convention Banquet, sponsored by the 
Chicago Alumni Association, was held 
in the Medical and Dental A rts Build­
ing. Following the ample repast Bro­
ther Jackson, Phi ’26, took charge and 
gave an able demonstration of the fine 
a rt of toastmastering. The welcome 
address was given by Brother Don B. 
Frisbie, Delta T l ,  newly elected presi­
dent of the Chicago group. Responses 
were given by all o f the national of­
ficers and some of the delegates, but 
the honors of the evening were divided 
between Past Grand Regents R. J. 
Russell and Erich J. Schrader, who 
reached inspirational levels in their

The last morning saw the report of 
the Resolutions Committee, the dis­
continuance of voluntary alumni dues, 
the approval of a non-engineering 
honorary member, and the election of 
officers for the coming biennium. The 
following brothers were elected to

Grand Regent— J. M. Daniels o f N u 
Chapter

Grand Vice-Regent— Russell Glass of 
Sigma Chapter 

Grand Scribe— Erich J. Schrader of 
Alpha Chapter 

Grand Treasurer— Jamison Vawter of 
Zeta Chapter 

Grand Marshal— Donald D. Curtis of 
Omicron Chapter 

Grand Inner Guard— R. W. Nusser of 
Zeta Chapter 

Grand O uter Guard— Norman B.
Ames of Gamma Beta Chapter 

The new officers present were properly 
installed and the 13 th  Biennial Con­
vention adjourned. By resolution, the 
Convention was designated as the 
Herman H . Hopkins Convention in 
appreciation of the splendid service 
record of the Past Grand Regent.
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G ro w th  o f  the Fraternity  
The following data, taken from the 

Grand Scribe’s report, shows the 
growth of Theta Tau from year to 
year since 1925 as well as during the 
past biennium.

The past biennium saw the third 
largest increase in the last twelve 
years, indicating that the depression is 
probably being left behind.

The second part of the table shows 
the increase in individual chapters. It 
will be seen that Gamma Chapter 
has initiated the greatest number of

End Increase

PAST BIENNIUM

Upsilon

4Charler suspended.

Convention I  atter
Due possibly to hardening of the 

arteries or decreasing stamina the edi­
tors did less nocturnal scouting at the 
13th convention than they have in 
the past. However, some observations 
were made and some news trickled in 
through conversations. Accordingly, 
the lid is to be lifted slightly so as 
to give a rough idea of what goes on 
a t these affairs.

At each convention there is always 
some delegate who impresses himself 
upon the convention. This time we’d 
say it was the quiet, bashful repre­
sentative of Zeta down in Kansas. 
This brother it was who while report-

in the engineering college, admitted

modestly, “In fact, we run the damn 
thing.” The crack, "Despite the 
borrowed tuxes they still looked like 
engineers" was also brought to light 
by the Kansan. Rumor has it that 
this brother, accompanied by an Omi- 
cron man or two, stayed out the pro­
gram at the Edgewater Beach, then 
adjourned to the Club Silhouette 
where Nyra Lou was in full swing 
with her "dance of desire”. So en­
thusiastic did our man become, and 
so vociferously did he beat the table 
with a bottle that— well, the boys left 
the Club Silhouette. There were 
other and similar experiences, but 
since we can’t ride this subject much 
longer without buying a saddle we 
will stop with the Zeta delegate's in­
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ability to catch a train out of Chicago. 
An afternoon train and an evening

lieve that the one the next morning 
stood in one place long enough to 
enable our delegate to board it.

Then there was the Rho delegate 
who set forth  on an errand of gallan­
try  about 9:30 and headed east (he 
thought) toward the I. C. Station. 
A n hour later he was picked up well 
toward Cicero by a band of cruising 
delegates and delivered safely to  the 
South Side. By that time it was after 
eleven bu t we understood she was still

wouldn't dare mention the number 
THIRTEEN. So far as the Editors

dence that THIRTEEN is still a

We missed the balladists who so 
graciously entertained us four years 
ago a t the banquet w ith that soul- 
touching melody "Down on the 
Farm”. This omission was all bu t fo r­
gotten, though, as the after dinner 
speaking swung into action with each 
taking his tu rn  trying to outdo his 
predecessor in relating incidents of a 
humorous nature.

A chemical engineer swears that 
the doughty football player from 
Theta has a formula for deodorizing 
beer. At least there was no sensory 
evidence of the load he carried.

W hat happened to  the Jacqueminot 
roses supposed to bloom on the dais 
each day of the Convention? This 
seemed to us a pretty  grand old cus­
tom so we were sorry to  see the rite 
skipped this time.

The fact that this was the THIR­
TEENTH Biennial Convention was 
scarcely mentioned at any of the 
sessions. We are now wondering 
whether Theta Taus as a group are 
not superstitious or whether all are 
so far gone that way that they

Some of the interesting statistics 
derived from the personal question- 
aire filled out by each delegate to the 
Convention were as follows: Out of 
the 23 delegates to the Convention 
one was a graduate student, 14 were 
seniors, and the remainder juniors. 
Ten of them were serving their chap­
ters as Regent while six more held 
some other chapter office. Six were 
taking chemical engineering, five 
mining, five mechanical, four electri­
cal, and only three civil engineering. 
At least fifteen of them are affiliated 
with other fraternities either general 
or honorary. Seven professed to play­
ing musical instruments, while five 
could qualify as singers. In the hobby 
field a wide range of interests was
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noted. Five men listed various ath­
letic sports as their hobbies, four 
liked to fish and hunt, four were can­
did camera addicts, four turn to 
stamp collecting for diversion, while 
two— and this is really surprising—  
indulge in art, painting and sketching.

I t will never be known who did it, 
for those concerned are a b it hazy on 
the matter, bu t it seems that just as 
Earl Hines was to go on the air at 
the Terrace Gardens some Theta Tau 
brought forth  a mighty "FA TH ER 
H INES” which was heard from coast 
to coast, and which momentarily 
flustered the experienced announcer 
who was just about to say the same 
thing. Yes, the boys left.

Not many were interested in the 
amount of day light that filtered into 
the Loop and we of the open spaces 
completely underestimated the vis-

innocently believe to be air. After 
coaxing numerous delegates out onto 
a fire escape made out of delicate 
looking steel bars and admonishing 
each newcomer to take hold of some-

twenty stories, we shot several pic­
tures. Despite the fact that it was 
noon, a two-second exposure with the 
old camera wide open gave results 
which left much to the imagination. 
Here’s the best shot.

., Schocwe and Joubert (we hope)

O ther amateur photo fans did some 
better, bu t light seemed to be a scarce 
commodity. An interesting shot of 
the Mu delegate putting some night

club chorines through the Big Apple 
A  Ia 'Bawmat we’re sorry to say, is 
too dim to reproduce. I t looks inter­
esting and we understand that our 
brother got a big hand at the College

Johnson, Morgan and friend

Some of the boys did right well 
by a slot machine at sophisticated 
"Kitty’s”. There was a little mis­
understanding as to whether the win­
nings paid for beers worth IOc or 25c, 
but it's hard to beat a Theta Tau.

Everyone seemed a bit hazy on the 
dance put on in the LaSalle lobby one 
morning, but some of the participants 
came into quite a hoard of pennies. 
The spectators seemed well supplied.

One delegate lost his grip on the 
train, but more lost theirs in night

The southern men drew the admira­
tion of all for their ability to  carry 
on without sleep. Returning to their 
rooms shortly before the time when 
the sun would have risen, had there 
been a sun, they encountered heavy 
traffic through their rooms and finally 
abandoned the effort to  sleep alto-

Chicago had to be put to bed by 
someone and apparently some of the 
delegates did their good deed for the 
day by taking care of this chore. We 
understand the dispenser at the Blue 
Fountain Room was entitled to some 
overtime because of the feeling of 
the delegates in this respect.
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Couldn’t help philosophizing about 
human nature. O n the 30th one 
could lounge in the Blue Fountain 
Room by spending only what seemed 
necessary for refreshments. Tw enty- 
four hours later. New Year’s Eve, 
there was a cover charge of SH-OO 
per couple for the same spot. You 
guess which night was crowded!

gate, on the banquet program— the 
first time for such an occurrence.

We feel the Publications Commit­
tee should be mentioned. After Iis-

4:30 a.m.'we heard.

quet speeches. After the important 
ones had been made it was truly 
amazing how each succeeding speaker 
had a little bit stronger yarn than the 
last one. It looked prearranged, but 
we know that it wasn’t,— indicated a 
large repertoire with possibilities for 
selection, we presume.

In the serious vein, we must note 
the appearance of Don Frisbic, Presi­
dent of the Chicago Alumni Associa­
tion, and his son, Stewart, Kappa dele-

Trethewey and Scanlon 
Union Station 

This action was typical. Although, 
as the more astute readers have guessed 
by now, the delegates had something 
of a time, it must be said that each 
did his allotted committee work and 
did it well. As a business meeting, 
as a social event, as an inspiration, 
and as a foundation for lasting friend­
ships, the convention was a decided

A n engineer looking through a 
transit muttered, "Gawd!”

"G 'w an!” said his friend. " I t  ain’t 
tha t powerful.”

Judge: "W ho was driving when
you collided w ith tha t car?”

D runk (trium phantly): "None of



Impressions o f the Delegates
D onald L. Snow , Delta

As events of the 13 th  Biennial Con­
vention are recalled, I remember some 
long and interesting talks that I had 
w ith Brothers Howe and Mercer. I 
w ant you both to  know how much 
these little tete-a-tctes meant to me, 
for I shall remember them for a long 
time. I t seemed that I found out 
more about the real Theta Tau from 
you two— I must also include Russell 
Glass, our new Grand Vice-Regent— 
than from anyone else.

You pointed out the importance of 
the alumni to our fraternity and con­
versely, the importance of the fra ter­
n ity  to the alumni. Theta Tau, I 
found, really increases in helpfulness 
after graduation rather than stopping 
abruptly as so many other fraternity 
groups do. Brother Schrader stressed 
this very same idea at the convention 
in a story of Theta Taus who were 
working in the Arabian Desert—I 
have forgotten the name of the place. 
The comparison was excellent, so 
much so that I have recounted that 
same anecdote several times myself. 
In  mentioning Brother Schrader I 
cannot help bu t think of him as the 
guiding spirit of T heta Tau rather 
than as a founder. Every im portant 
consideration or step that is taken is 
always tempered w ith "Erich’s” sug­
gestions.

One thing tha t several o f the dele­
gates, among them being Brother 
Adams of Mu and Brother Oberbcck 
of Iota, told me was the celebration 
of St. Pat’s Day in their schools. I 
had heard of St. Pat being the patron 
saint o f engineers, bu t I never knew 
that engineers had a fiesta on that

saint’s day. The news was brought 
back to  Case School and, although 
Delta Chapter was not able to begin 
things on a school-wide scale, some of 
our members are sponsoring a St. Pat’s 
banquet in the local A. S. C. E. group. 
The fiesta is a spaghetti dinner— of all 
things. Brother Edwards of N u told 
of a project tha t his chapter had 
sponsored, namely: a freshman book 
list. This particular idea seems a typi­
cal Theta T au function in the school. 
There were literally dozens of activi­
ties tha t the different chapters have 
entered into and all of them, you may 
be sure, were noted by this delegate.

My night life in Chicago after hours 
was limited, bu t what there was cer­
tainly was up to par. The first night 
in the W indy C ity ( it rightly deserves 
its name) Bill Boyle of Tau, Bill Ober- 
beck, and myself went to one of the 
local shows. The main feature es­
capes me, b u t I do recall a dandy 
"Popeye” cartoon. The next night 
was probably the best o f all although 
its order was somewhat reversed. Up 
to midnight we three and Norm 
Schoewe of Sigma made the rounds. 
K itty  Davis' on Wabash Avenue was 
one of the "hot-spots” tha t night. 
Everything seemed so unorthodox 
there— the band w ent around in 
circles and the dancer tapped on a 
counter. Oh well— tha t’s K itty  Davis’ 
for you. The night life after midnight 
was the best part, for that was when 
the Publications Committee met. The 
session didn’t break up until 4:30 a.m.

The elevators in the LaSalle Hotel 
probably provided my biggest thrill 
and I never did get used to  them.

You probably can remember certain
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experiences in your life quite vividly, 
so you will understand it  when I say

rare experiences tha t I will remember 
fo r a lifetime. T heta T au is meaning 
more to  me every day.

J ames L. Joubert, Epsilon
It was quite thrilling to leave for 

Chicago to a ttend the T heta Tau con­
vention even though it was Christmas 
Day. I t was the beginning of what 
I  expected to be a very educational as 
well as joyful ten days, and upon my 
return home I realized it was all true.

I was greatly impressed by the high 
calibre of men who were delegates to 
our convention. To have men from 
many parts of the country w ith d if­
ferent accents, ideas, and character­
istics, was indeed very interesting. I 
only wish that every member of Theta 
Tau could a ttend a convention and 
learn of the value of the fraternity. 
N o t until meeting the Executive 
Council, the alumni, the alumni dele­
gates, and the chapter delegates did 
I fully realize the importance of the 
organization.

I  greatly appreciated the Chicago 
Alumni Association’s hospitality in 
honoring us w ith a banquet and the 
opportunity of visiting the Museum 
of Science and Industry.

As for the "after office hours” of 
the convention, I made very good use 
of them along w ith some of the breth- 
ern. We attended such glorious night 
spots as the Palmer House where we 
had dinner accompanied by the rippl­
ing rhythm  of Shep Fields’ Orchestra 
w ith coffee a t thirty-five cents a cup, 
the College Inn where Buddy Rogers 
was swaying forth , Kay Kyser at the 
Black H aw k and last, bu t not least, 
my good friend from  Sacramento, 
Dick Jurgens and his orchestra a t the 
Aragon.

W illiam L. Bulkley and 
Ray Morgan, Lambda

Memories of the Thirteenth Biennial

1. Brother Vawter’s able perform­
ance in the role o f parliamentarian.

2. Brother Adams’ demonstration 
of the Big Apple w ith the chorus girls 
at the College Inn. This perhaps ex­
plains the great difficulty he had in 
getting to the morning sessions.

3. The banquet the Chicago Alumni 
Association arranged— excellent from 
start to finish with speeches that were 
the high point of the convention.

4. The olives the delegate from 
Arkansas had for dessert one evening.

5. The enthusiasm and interest 
shown by the alumni; an outstanding 
demonstration of the true meaning 
and value of T heta Tau.

6. The mass migration through our 
room the one night we went to bed 
almost the same day we got up.

7. The untiring energy and con­
stant interest of Brother Schrader.

8. The skill o f the Brother from 
Phi in managing the hasty exit from 
K itty  Davis’ second floor.

9. The spirit o f help, co-operation, 
and interest which was shown by all 
the Executive Council.

Carl A dams, J r., Mu

Some of the most pleasant memories 
I have concerning the 13 th  Biennial 
Convention are my nocturnal com­
radeships w ith Brothers Jack W yatt, 
Upsilon Chapter, and Buck Dinwiddie, 
Pi Chapter. The three of us being 
sons of the old south, and consequently 
having a lot in common, we were to­
gether on most o f our escapades.

One of those rare happenings that 
lingers in m y mind is the 2:00 a. m. 
wandering about the Chicago Loop of 
one Arkansas W yatt. A fter he had
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walked all around, he decided he might 
as well go home, and hailing a taxi, 
he directed the driver, "LaSalle Hotel." 
To his surprise and embarrassment the 
reply was, "You’re right in fron t of

Needless to mention also is Brother 
W yatt’s thirty-mile street car ride 
while he was asleep. (In  and back).

I  guess Buck knows now that it 
really doesn’t pay to get ideas on a 
Brother's girl.

Greetings to  both of you "H ot 
Buddies.”

I want to say how much I  en­
joyed the whole convention. I’m sure 
some of the friendships I formed will 
start again on some unforseen occa­
sion. I am prouder than ever that I 
am a Theta Tau; proud because I 
have seen w hat a fine group of men 
our national officers are, and what a 
fine bunch my brothers of other chap-

I count those four days in Chicago 
four of the happiest and most profit­
able days of my life. May all other 
conventions be as enjoyable and as full 
of goodness as the last one.

I  w ant to take the opportunity to 
send greetings to the delegates and to 
extend best wishes from Mu Chapter 
to all our brother chapters.

D avid Edwards, N u

experience for the Theta Tau, who, at 
home in his own chapter, feels rather 
distant from the national organization, 
which looks to him like an appendix 
necessary fo r the clearing of informa­
tion and the receiving of money. True, 
Brother Schrader is working hard out 
in Nevada, and Brother Curtis on this 
side o f the country, and a dozen other 
executive officers likewise, bu t by the 
time their effort diffuses back to the

individual members it  is considerably 
diluted.

Here at the convention where all 
this energy is concentrated in one 
room, the delegate feels the punch 
tha t activates the fraternity  and waxes 
enthusiastic himself. The efficiency 
w ith which the affairs of the fra ter­
nity  are transacted makes him proud 
to be able to share in its work.

The concentrated activity o f busi­
ness did not become monotonous how­
ever, since lost time in other activities 
was made up at night. The hearty 
banquet and the interesting incidents 
in the life of the Indians were most 
enjoyable. Enjoyable to the fraternity 
a t large would probably be candid 
camera shots of several delegates taken 
at the College Inn. The fun  of the 
convention did not depend on the 
places that were frequented the most. 
The same places might have been 
colorless without the warm friendships 
which were so easily made and will 
never be forgotten.

Paul W eber, Omicron

From the time I was initiated into 
Theta Tau the national group was al­
ways more or less a puzzle, inasmuch 
as I never really appreciated the true 
meaning of a national fraternity. The 
convention in Chicago explained all of 
this to me, and it really was an in­
spiration. All of the fellows there 
were swell and it sure was fine to know 
that the delegates coming from all 
parts of the country had so much in 
common and were so friendly. I t al­
most seemed as if I had known them 
for a long time when I met them.

Meeting the national officers was 
likewise very gratifying. The meet­
ing left no doubt in my mind that 
the national offices are in very com­
petent hands.
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The resignation of Brother Hopkins 
from the position of Grand Regent 
was regretted exceedingly by Omicron 
Chapter, since Brother Hopkins has 
visited our chapter several times in 
the past and was well liked by every 
man that met him. However, every­
one was glad to  hear that Brother 
Daniels succeeded him in office.

The thought crossed my mind 
several times a t the banquet given by 
the Chicago Alumni chapter that 
Brother Schrader could not help but 
feel a great deal of satisfaction when 
he looked over tha t group of delegates 
from  all over the country, w ith the 
realization tha t he was the father of 
the organization. He has watched 
tha t family of his grow from  one 
chapter in 1904 to  23 chapters in 
1937. H e could see the direct results 
of his thirty-four years of effort be­
fore him and I don’t  believe that there 
was a single man present who didn’t

I would like to say hello to Brother 
Checkovich of Theta. H e was a 
swell roommate. Perhaps Brothers 
Perry and Russell will remember the 
evening we spent at the Marine Room 
of the Edgewater Beach Hotel listen­
ing to  O rrin  Tucker, and the follow- 
up a t the Club Silhouette. Brother 
Smith evidently didn’t like our "Y an­
kee” system of street layouts or could 
he have been lost the night we found 
him wandering around in the wrong 
direction looking for the Illinois Cen-

T he committee meeting w ith Bro­
thers Adams, Dinwiddie, Joubert, and 
Edwards was probably the noisiest I 
was ever in, bu t it  got results.

A  complete resume of the nocturnal 
habits o f Theta Taus will be available 
in another part o f T h e  G ear I  am 
sure, and I don’t  w ant to go down

on record as being the one to accuse 
anyone of anything.

Everyone here at Omicron wishes 
to  say hello, and extends an invitation 
to  anyone of you to visit us whenever 
possible. We are looking forward to 
another regional convention. The last

Buck D inwiddie, Pi 

In  regard to the convention, I feel 
tha t it  was more than a success; for 
myself, it is a meeting that will never 
be forgotten. However, as I  look 
back on those three days I find a few 
questions that I am unable to  answer. 
I wonder if you can help me?

First, I do not see why our Brother 
from Arkansas preferred Street Car 
No. 120 to the beds in the LaSalle as 
a place to catch his sleep! Secondly, 
it seems that many things were missed 
New Year’s Eve; for instance our 
Brother from Kansas missed his bus, 
our Brother from Rho missed his bag, 
and I missed the party!

W illiam  E. Boyle, Jr., Tau 

I t was great while it  lasted, bu t it 
was over all too soon. I shall never 
forget a single moment of the H . H. 
Hopkins Convention, and I know this 
goes for everyone who was lucky 
enough to attend.

Strong and lasting friendships were 
formed at Chicago’s LaSalle H otel in 
those three days, and I’m sure every 
delegate returned to his chapter with 
a report which told o f the always- 
present spirit of fraternal fellowship, 
o f the bond of friendship which unites 
us, of the strength of the alumni as-

The Convention impressed upon me 
the fac t tha t, no m atter where he 
comes from, a Theta T au is "one 
swell guy”, a real friend. O ur grand
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officers are well chosen, and the future 
of Theta T au is in strong hands.

Aside from  the regular business 
meetings of the Convention, we dele­
gates had little time, but we didn’t 
miss much. I guess we hit every 
night spot and "joint” in the city, 
though this worthy pastime didn’t 
take up all of our spare hours.

Don Snow, Delta Chapter, and I 
were guests o f John Sanabria, a Chic­
ago Alumni Association Theta Tau, at 
his television laboratory one afternoon, 
and I know that several of the other 
delegates had similar experiences.

The Chicago Alumni Association 
gave us a swell dinner, and those 
stories—WOWlM

J ack Vanderford, Phi

In  my mind the business end of the 
meeting was well conducted and the 
results obtained were quite in order. 
I am sure tha t several problems were 
solved that have weighed heavily on 
the heads of the officers of several 
chapters in the past.

I t  was my privilege to  learn a great 
deal about the Fraternity tha t pre­
viously I had known very little  about. 
It seems I learned this not only from 
the national officers and the sessions 
we attended, bu t also from informal 
discussions w ith the delegates of other 
chapters. This knowledge I  have a t­
tempted to pass on the younger mem­
bers of our group with the hope that 
some day they can tell some of the 
other chapters some of their own

There is one part of the convention 
that I shall always treasure as one of 
my proudest possessions. T hat is, I 
have a friend on nearly every engi­
neering college campus in this country. 
I  believe tha t the fellows who as­
sembled in the convention hall on

December 29th are the most interest­
ing and finest i t  has ever been my 
privilege to meet.

I only hope tha t the next conven­
tion will be as great a success and 
that I will be in a position to attend.

Edward L. Young, Chi

I wonder if anyone else in the 
country has ever had the experience 
o f sitting alone in a hotel room in a 
strange c ity  and realizing tha t soon 
there would be some fellow come in 
who is going to share the room with 
him for three days and nights. I won­
der w hat tha t other fellow would have 
felt like if  he had seen the door open 
and four strange fellows troop in and 
look around as if they expected to stay 
a while. I wonder if his feelings of 
apprehension would tu rn , as mine did, 
to a feeling of wonder, when these 
'strangers' turned out to be friends—  
just friends tha t he had never had the 
opportunity of meeting before. This 
was just my experience a t the Chicago 
Convention of T heta T au last Decem­
ber. These four men turned ou t to 
be grand guys and I’m  glad tha t I 
was elected to  be their roommate. So, 
to Alpha Chapter I would like to just 
say 'hello’, and thanks for sending 
such swell fellows to the convention.

I don’t think tha t I  had ever ap­
preciated just how large the fraternity 
is nor how strong the ties that bind 
the different chapters together until 
I  heard the reports read by the dele­
gates. As each delegate read his re­
port, one could feel a common inter­
est and bond and a will to promote 
a common purpose and goal. There 
must be something other than just 
fraternal feeling tha t binds the differ­
ent chapters together in such a close 
bond. One has only to look a t the 
members of the Executive Council to
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realize from whence comes tha t extra 
something. I t  certainly was a pleasure 
to meet and talk  to  the executive of­
ficers. They are all regular fellows 
w ith  an intense enthusiasm in guiding 
the destiny of the fraternity. I had 
a fine talk w ith Brother Schrader and 
only hope tha t he will keep his promise 
to  come to Tucson sometime this 
spring— we’ll sure make him feel at

W . D. T rethew ey , Psi

The 13 th  Biennial Convention of 
Theta Tau was by far the most ex­
cellently conducted and most success­
fu l fraternity  convention that I have 
ever attended. The Chicago Alumni 
Association was a splendid host and 
deserved the thanks of every man who 
attended.

I was greatly pleased by the friend­
liness and capableness of our national 
officers, for it  was the first time that 
I had met any of them. They were 
fine fellows and I was proud to  know

I t  was a great thrill meeting fel­
lows from  different parts o f the 
country, giving your name and chap­
ter, and giving the "old grip”. I can 
still hear Carl Adams saying, 'T m  
Adams from  M uuuuuuu— ”, in that 
delightful southern drawl of his. I 
was a b it hesitant a t first in meeting 
so many strangers, and yet when I 
got to know them I found tha t every 
fellow was the same type that we have

The trip has left a lasting impres­
sion upon me and I  am sure tha t every 
m an who attended will be a better 
T heta T au for having been there.

A bout my night life. Buus, my 
roommate, Scanlon and Joubert, who 
occupied the next room, and myself 
attempted to see as many of the better

night clubs as possible. Dickey, a 
friend of Buus, always w ent along. 
We saw Kay Kyser a t the Black Hawk, 
Buddy Rogers a t the College Inn, and 
Shep Fields at the Palmer House. Wc 
even stopped in to see K itty  Davis and 
her girls, for everyone said we should. 
We had one swell time together and 
I sure hope that I shall be able to  see 
all those fellows again.

I couldn’t  figure ou t why they 
called Dickey "Spike”. He was such 
a quiet and decent sort of chap. But 
when Buus told me his real name was 
Sylvester, I understood.

Conversation one afternoon after a 
meeting:

Brother Howe (or Mercer, I  forgot 
w hich): "Say, fellows, I’d like to see 
a little o f Chicago before we work on 
that Publications Committee. Would-

Fellows: "You bet. We can meet 
when we get back. W hat time shall

Howe: "O h, any time after 2:30

H arold W . Buus, Omega

Attending the 13 th  Biennial Con­
vention as delegate from Omega Chap­
ter gave me the opportunity of seeing 
Chicago for the first time; however, 
the impressions I received from the 
convention were much stronger than 
those of seeing Chicago. I  was most 
deeply impressed w ith the national 
strength of Theta Tau and the spirit 
the convention gives to  every member 
able to attend.

My experiences while in Chicago 
were many and varied, such as the 
one had by Brother Tretheway and 
me our first morning in Chicago while 
partaking of breakfast. A nother was 
seeing the sights of the "W indy C ity” 
on a foggy morning at 5 o’clock after
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finishing the committee work for the 
following day. Q uite naturally some 
of the outstanding night spots were 
taken in, such as the Black Haw k; the 
College Inn at Hotel Sherman, which 
was a seemingly popular place with 
the Theta Tau convention delegates; 
and the Empire Room a t the Palmer 
House, where Brothers Dickey, T reth­
ewey, and Joubert felt financially fit 
to take on a dinner to the strains of 
Shep Fields and his orchestra.

I remained in Chicago until New 
Year’s day for the express purpose of 
seeing how they ushered in the New 
Year. In company with Brothers G il­
more and McElwain, alumni of Omega 
Chapter, this was attempted. My only 
impression was seeing a lot of people 
and hearing more noise than I believed 
could be made by humans.

G eorge E. Rh in e , Gamma Beta

Many times during the past month 
and a half I have recalled the pleasant 
time I had at the 13 th  Biennial Con­
vention. The writing of this letter 
then, becomes a pleasure and not a 
task, as is so much of one's corre-

I wis rather disappointed to hear 
that your efforts at photography did 
not meet with much success. Especi­
ally so, a fter many of us risked life 
and limb on that fire escape twenty-

three stories above one of Chicago’s 
busy alleys. However, I submit a 
"tin-type” of Bill Bulklcy of Lambda 
and myself which was taken a t a cer­
tain rendezvous in the Hotel Sherman. 
Don’t  let anybody tell you tha t there 
is anything in those glasses except

A fter a hard day’s work, the eve­
ning of the banquet was a pleasant 
respite. The only trouble was tha t we 
had to get up the next morning and 
go to work again. There were some 
rumors afloat, however, that some of 
the boys didn 't have to  get up that 
morning— they had stayed up all 
night. H arry’s New York Cabaret did 
a flourishing business that night— and 
morning.

One of the outstanding features of 
the Convention for me was the talk 
I had w ith Brother Erich J. Schrader 
about the early history of Theta Tau. 
I t made me realize what a great debt 
the Fraternity owes to  this man for 
his work.

The Convention brought home to

strength of Theta Tau. I t is unfor­
tunate tha t the conventions cannot 
be held more often and tha t more of 
the men cannot attend. However, I 
believe that the regional conferences 
will do much toward strengthening 
the tie between the various chapters.

Jln Jflcinoiiam



AIessage From J .  A l. Ip anieis, 
N ewly bleclecl Grand Regent

May I extend my personal greetings 
to all members o f the fraternity  with 
the sincere wish tha t 1938 will be one 
of the very best years o f your life and 
be assured that I will do everything 
possible to  place T heta Tau a t the top 
of the list where it rightfully belongs.

We continually hear the statement 
from our active members tha t there 
is no alumni interest, and the alumni 
on the other hand in many cases are 
quick to find fault, sometimes justly, 
w ith the methods pursued by the un­
dergraduates. In any event, may I 
say to the actives that you had a very 
kindly interest in and some enthusiasm 
for Theta T au, otherwise you would 
not be wearing the badge. If  the 
chapter has failed to  interest you, con­
cern yourself enough to see whether 
you or the chapter is at fault. Make 
an earnest effort to effect a successful 
and harmonious outcome. To the 
alumni, be assured tha t the fraternity 
is not marking time. I believe that 
you will readily agree that our organi­
zation has made rapid strides during 
the past few years.

You can add a great deal of en­
thusiasm to  your chapter by visits, 
letters, and constructive criticism. 
Let’s all pull together for the best in­
terests o f Theta Tau.

T O  ALL:
National Officers, Active Chapters, Alumni Associations 

Fraternal Greeting:—
You arc hereby given official notice tha t Mr. Earl 

W . Hatim'forth , Phi 'S7, Initiate No. 106, is no longer 
a member of this Fraternity.

Yours in H  Sc T,
E. J. Schrader, 

Grand Scribe



Introducing N o , ’man B. Ames, 
Grand Guter Guard

Norman B. Ames was born July I, 
1896, at Richmond, Virginia. H e 
moved with his parents to a farm in 
Westmoreland County, Virginia, but 
later went to Mississippi at the age of 
ten. While there he attended the 
public schools and later graduated 
from the Mississippi A & M College

in 1915 in Electrical Engineering. A t 
the Massachusetts Institute o f Tech­
nology he received the degrees of S. B. 
and S. M.; B. S. in E. E., LL. B. and
E. E. a t George Washington Univer­
sity, and S. B. from Harvard Univer­
sity.

In 1917 Brother Amcs entered the 
war in the Infantry School a t Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas, later becoming 
Squadron Radio Officer, Aviation Sec­

tion, Signal Corps, with the rank of 
a 2nd lieutenant. He served in France 
and w ith the Army of Occupation in 
Germany, later being honorably dis­
charged August 27, 1919. He is now 
a Major in the Air Corps Reserve.

Among Brother Ames’ various jobs 
are included draftsman and engineer 
w ith the W ar and N avy Departments, 
Stone and Webster, Inc., Bethlehem 
Shipbuilding Corporation, and the B.
F. Goodrich Rubber Company. D ur­
ing two summers he worked with the 
Mississippi Power and Light Company 
and one summer w ith McCollum Geo­
logical Explorations, Inc., in Texas. 
A t the present time he is a professor 
o f Electrical Engineering a t the George 
Washington University, having served 
as Assistant to the President and 
Alumni Secretary from January 1936 
to January 1937. Among the organi­
zations of which Brother Amcs is a 
member are the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, Sigma Tau honor­
ary engineering fraternity , the Masonic 
Order, and Delta Tau Delta general 
fraternity.

He was a member of Phi Theta Xi, 
forerunner of Gamma Beta Chapter of 
Theta Tau, and has been a member 
and chapter adviser of Gamma Beta

Brother Amcs is married and has 
two children. H is home is at 8 W est­
wood Drive, Westmoreland Hills, 
Maryland, and he is president of the 
Westmoreland Hills Citizens Associa­
tion. So far he hasn’t had time for 
hobbies.



Regional Conference H eld  at IJpsilon
The first Regional Conference of 

the new biennium must certainly be 
considered successful. Three chapters, 
Mu, Iota, and Zeta each sent delega­
tions o f H  & T  men, who found a

A fter the noon luncheon held at 
the University Cafeteria, the entire 
group adjourned to a small lecture 
room in the Engineering Building, 
where about two hours and a half

Mu DtLtCATlON
Coleman Morgan Bcnliam 

Canon Maurer Burwell

most cordial welcome awaiting them 
a t Fayetteville where Upsilon Chapter 
proved itself as a host.

By noon of Saturday, March S, the 
following men had arrived: W arren 
Carson, Earl Maures, Charles Coleman, 
Patrick Morgan, Edwin Burwcll, and 
Clifford Benham of Mu; W. F. Over­
beck, John Post, Erie Rhodes, H arry 
Gerwin, and Robert Seibel of Iota; 
and Hugh Magruder, John Elliot, 
Lester H aug, Lyle Paxson, Stanley 
Bloom, Milton Russell, Gail May, Ken­
neth Willey, Ray Rogers, and Howard 
Moreland of Zeta.

ZtTA DtLECATION
Back row: Elliot. Haug, Nusser Willey 
Second row: Rogers, Russell, Bloom 
Fronl row: Magruder. May. Moreland,

Upsilon Delegation 
Front row: Mapes, Stelzncr, Wyatt 
Scconil row: Lewis. Kelly, Sladen, Muir 
Back row: Fletcher, Wooten, Lane,

Meness1 Ncinstedt

were all too quickly consumed in an 
open forum discussion of pertinent 
chapter problems. The discussion was 
divided into three parts, covering 
pledging and rushing, a well rounded 
program of chapter activities, and 
contacts and interests.

Iota Delegation 
Oberbeck1 Rhodes, Seibel, Gerwin, Post,
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Late in the afternoon Professor 
Stelzner, the Upsilon Chapter advisor, 
conducted a most interesting inspec­
tion trip  through all o f the University 
buildings.

A t five o’clock Upsilon Chapter 
opened chapter in full form for the 
purpose of initiating six pledges. All 
parts of the ceremony were conducted 
most impressively, as the Upsilon of­
ficers proved themselves good ritual-

Then came another full form affair, 
the conference banquet. Thirty-eight

men enjoyed an excellent Mountain 
Inn meal, the tap dancing of "H alf 
P in t”, a six-year-old colored lad, and 
finally a glimpse of the Zeta movies 
which had been previously shown at 
the Iowa C ity conference of last year.

Brother Ralph Nusser closed the 
meal and the meeting with a few re­
marks of the human interest in Theta 
Tau.

Upsilon did an excellent job in its 
roll of host and its efforts were ac­
corded full appreciation by the visit­
ing delegates.

RemarkaUe Career Ackieved 
C R  a Ipk Teetor

Ralph R. Teetor was born in 
Hagerstown, Indiana, August 17th, 
1890, and received his early education 
in the Hagerstown High School. Es­
chewing tops, marbles, and other 
childish playthings a t age seven, he 
turned instead to a study of the lives 
of successful men; at ten years of age 
he had constructed a miniature dy­

namo and other machinery; and at the 
ripe old age of twelve he had built 
an automobile. Such a record would 
normally indicate unusual talent in a 
boy. In the case o f Brother Tcctor1 
however, his early achievements and 
those which were to  follow were noth­
ing short of miraculous in that they 
were accomplished without the aid of
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the most essential of the senses— sight.
A fter graduation from high school 

Ralph entered the Engineering School 
o f the University of Pennsylvania and 
was graduated in 1912 w ith  the de­
gree of Bachelor of Science in Me­
chanical Engineering. Eighteen years 
later he returned to  the Commence­
ment o f 1930 a t which time he re­
ceived his M. E. degree.

A fter graduation in 1912 Brother 
Teetor returned to his home to engage 
in engineering w ith the Tcetor-Hartley 
Motor Company, a company which 
had been owned and operated by his 
family for many years. There he re­
mained until 1918 at which time the 
Engine Division of the business was 
sold. The piston ring division of the 
company which had been developed 
along w ith the engine division was re­
tained by the original owners o f the 
company. A t tha t time he took a 
leave of absence from his company 
and became engaged in war work. His 
assignment for the following year was 
general engineering work w ith the 
New York Ship Building Corporation 
in Camden. H is principal efforts while 
there were applied to dynamic balanc­
ing of turbine rotors which were used 
in the torpedo boat destroyers. A t the 
completion of this w ork in 1919 he 
returned to  the Piston Ring Company, 
which later became the Perfect Circle 
Company. T hat company has from 
tha t time to the present exclusively 
developed, manufactured and sold pis­
ton rings, most of which have been 
used by the automobile industry.

Through his work of directing the 
engineering of his own company Bro­
ther Teetor has had a very broad con­
tac t and association w ith the engineers 
in the automotive industry. Through 
such an extensive acquaintance he has 
fo r many years been active in the So­

ciety of Automotive Engineers. In 
1926 he served as chairman of the In­
diana Section of that Society and in 
1930 was elected to serve as member 
for two years on the Council of the 
national organization. In 1933 he was 
appointed chairman of the Research 
Committee which position he held un­
til 1936 when he was elected president

Ralph R. Tector 
—unparalleled accomplishment

of the Society. H e is also a member 
of the American Society of Mechani­
cal Engineers, and the Engineering 
Society o f Detroit.

Brother Teetor, fo r many years, has 
been actively interested in the Boy 
Scout Movement. In 1928 he built 
and gave to  the Boy Scouts a camp 
quite adequate for all the camping 
facilities needed by both boys and girls 
in his local area. The development of 
this camp included the making of an 
artificial lake which cc ivers an area of 
more than ten acres and provides for 
the Scouts all forms of water sports. 
The camp is modern and is considered
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one of the best in the region. H e has 
served as president of the Council of 
his local area and is now a member 
of the Council o f the national organi­
zation of the Boy Scouts o f America.

In 1922 he was married to Miss

AlLertA cheson I [as
Professor Albert R. Acheson was 

born in Riverton, New Zealand on 
October 12, 1882. His life was un­
eventful up to the point where he 
entered high school, where he went in 
for athletics and excelled in putting 
the shot.

Upon graduation from high school, 
he enrolled in Canterbury College at 
Christchurch, New Zealand, and con­
tinued his participation in athletics: 
football, track, and tennis. H e was 
Captain of the varsity football team 
in his senior year.

A t Canterbury Brother Acheson re­
ceived the degree of B. S. in M. E. and
E. E., and went to work for the Well­
ington and Manawata Railroad of 
New Zealand. In 1906 he obtained

Nellie Van Antwerp of H untington, 
Indiana. They have one child a 
daughter, Marjorie, six years old.

Ralph’s social connections include 
membership in the University Club of 
Chicago, The Detroit Athletic Club, 
Detroit Yacht Club of D etroit, the 
Indianapolis A thletic Club and Colum­
bia Club of Indianapolis, The Com­
mittee of One Hundred, Miami Beach, 
Florida, the Engineers Club of Day­
ton, Ohio. H e was recently made an 
honorary member of Phi Chapter of 
Theta Tau at Purdue University.

Brother Teetor attributes much of 
the success he has attained to the 
training he received during his engi­
neering course in the University. He 
also has a very warm feeling for the 
friendships he established w ith the 
members of the faculty and students 
w ith whom he was associated while in

Interesting Record
employment in the Westinghouse 
Electric Company and came to the 
United States to the company’s plant 
at Pittsburgh, planning someday to go 
back home. However, the panic of 
1907 shattered the hopes he had of 
any immediate return and, as yet, the 
Homecoming of the Prodigal Son has 
no t taken place.

In 1908 he accepted a position at 
Syracuse University as a professor of 
mechanical engineering. In two years 
he was made head of the mechanical 
engineering department, which par- 
tially-unappreciated position he has 
held since tha t date.

On July I, 1911, he married a girl 
from his native New Zealand in Lon­
don, England. Four children were
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born to the Achesons: Cedric, Mildred, 
Dorothy, and Douglas.

In business for himself since his ar­
rival in Syracuse, "A .R .", as his busi­
ness associates know him, has become 
one of the East’s prominent consult­
ing engineers in the fields of heat­
ing ventilating, air-conditioning, and 
power plant installation. For several 
years Professor Acheson was consult­
ing engineer for the c ity  of Syracuse, 
and has been president of Syracuse’s 
Technology Club.

Brother Acheson is still actively en­
gaged in athletics, and holds a posi­
tion on the Bellevue Country Golf 
Club golf team. He has seen every 
national tennis championship tourna­
m ent since 1914, and at one time was 
doubles champ and runner-up in 
singles in the c ity  of Syracuse. Bowl­
ing is one of his pastimes and one of

his aims in life is to beat Professor 
H art, bowling champion of the A p­
plied Science faculty.

To the senior mechanicals, who prac­
tically live w ith him, he’s affection­
ately known as "Achey". The best 
testimonials to his success in life can 
be given by his students, any one of 
whom will swear by him.

(Opportunities in !Engineering
F. C .  Roberts, J r . ,  C fii 30
State Sanitary Engineer, A rizona

Theta T au is an organization of the 
highest order. I t  combines the prin­
ciples of an excellent fraternal order 
•with the highest standard of ethics 
engendered in the engineering profes­
sion. W ith this dual background, the 
members of the fraternity  should 
make a superior type of citizen, one 
to  whom the community and state 
may look for leadership. The engi­
neering profession as represented by 
the engineering graduate produces the 
highest and finest quality of man, 
through the unselfish desire fo r per­
fection tha t has been instilled into

In approaching the present day 
problem of opportunities in the field 
of engineering, the first question that 
is called to my attention is, "W hat is 
an engineer?”  I t  is doubtful if there 
are many people, or for that matter, 
engineers, who can furnish a wholly 
satisfactory answer to this question. 
O n the other hand, most educated 
people can define a Doctor of Medicine 
w ith a fair degree of accuracy. One 
of these definitions might be: A Doc­
tor of Medicine is an individual trained 
in the sciences to  the extent that he 
can interpret these sciences to the 
benefit of mankind.
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The definition for an engineer is 
analogous up to a point. This might 
read something as follows: An Engi­
neer is an individual trained in the 
physical sciences to  the extent that he 
can interpret these sciences to the 
benefit of mankind, o r we might say 
through his insight into the scientific 
conditions surrounding the solution of 
practical problems, can utilize the 
physical forces and materials to  the 
benefit o f man.

I t is to  be noted that this is such 
a broad definition that it covers a 
m ultitude of human endeavors. The 
above definition follows that o f a 
Doctor of Medicine up to the point 
tha t after declaring the Doctor a man 
of science, he becomes specifically a 
man of science insofar as the human 
anatomy is concerned. The definition 
for an engineer cannot become specific.

far as human activity is concerned. 
If  an attem pt is made to more rigidly 
bound the field of endeavor, it is dis­
covered tha t first one branch and then 
another branch of the profession is 
being severed from the list.

Engineering is as broad as the field 
o f science. Wherever the scientist has 
made advancement, there is the place 
for an engineer to interpret these find­
ings into a practical application that 
may benefit mankind. The scientist 
is the explorer, and the engineer is the 
interpreter. O ften the two are com­
bined. The engineer many times must 
assume the role of scientist in the 
solution of some practical problem. 
He must be able to fill in the voids 
that have been left unfilled up to the 
time tha t he "tackles” the problem.

To the men who make the most 
practical application of the findings of 
science in the fields of engineering go 
the largest rewards. These rewards

are of two kinds, professional recogni­
tion, and monetary gains. The larger 
the number of people served the 
greater the award.

This is of interest to  you under­
graduates, bu t perhaps it  does not con­
cern you as much as the question, 
"W hat has the future in store for 
me?” The picture that is presented is 
that of the writer. This may be a 
too pessimistic outlook, or some may 
consider it too optimistic. You may 
discover a completely different picture 
due to your own particular bents.

O ur world should apologize fo r the 
professional condition tha t exists at 
the present time. A fter you have 
graduated you will find tha t men who 
have not graduated from  school, who 
have spent neither time nor money in 
learning a profession, are in high 
places. They term themselves "prac­
tical” engineers. O ften  these men 
have learned w hat they know of their 
profession by coming up through the 
ranks first as chainman, then transit- 
man, then chief of party, then inspec­
tor, and finally through the good of­
fices of a friend they have secured an 
executive position. These men have 
learned the job from the outside. They 
know the value of contacts, the ways 
and means of bringing pressure, and 
when and where it  is needed.

Due to the manner in which they 
have "come up”, they often have little 
respect for the college graduate, whom 
they term "spoon fed.” There should 
be some means by which the college 
graduate may learn the tricks of the 
trade w ithout a number of years of 
"knocking about” . This is partic­
ularly true of the men going into the 
civil works field. I t  is not merely 
applying for a job tha t counts in land­
ing a job in this field, so much as who 
the applicant knows, who recommends
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him, and how strongly he is recom­
mended. This indicates that he must 
have friends. He cannot be unsocial. 
In other words, he must be able to 
"sell himself”. A fter he gets the job, 
it is a question of "delivering the 
goods” , which is no problem for a 
T heta T au man.

There is another serious situation 
facing the young man entering the 
engineering field. The men who have 
"gone before” forget how "tough” it 
was for them, and consequently forget 
the men who come after them. A fter 
you are in an executive position, re­
ward your subordinate engineers to  the 
full extent that the payroll allows. 
Pay them to the full possibilities of 
the budget, and then increase the bud­
get. By establishing your subordi­
nates you can increase your own pay, 
rating, and prestige; provided you 
have chosen men that are graduates 
of a technical school tha t teaches a 
high standard of ethics, as well as fu r­
nishing them with a sound technical 
background. You may advance your­
self after you have advanced your

ing worm” works himself ahead.
W e m ust remember tha t every en­

gineer, worthy of the name, is worth 
twice as much as he is paid, regardless 
o f the amount tha t he receives. The 
non-traincd man is responsible, in no 
small part, fo r holding down the 
standards and the scale of pay in the 
engineering profession. This is the 
curse of raising the non-professional, 
sub-group to  a professional rating. 
You may advance a transitman w ith­
ou t training to  a resident engineer at 
a lower scale of wage than you can 
procure a trained man for the same

Again, the medical profession is 
called to  your mind. They have a

superior professional standard in com­
parison w ith the engineering standard. 
H ow  do they do it? Do they advance 
a nurse to the job of surgeon? The 
answer to the second question is the

The presentation of these conditions 
probably fills you graduates w ith trep­
idation. If a man is to be shot at 
from every ambush, w hat chance has 
he until he gets his feet under him? 
There is one place that the university 
or higher technical school offers him 
an advantage that he can procure in 
no other place, unless he is of the very 
few. He can learn a specialized branch 
of a general field tha t will place him 
years ahead of his co-workers.

A fter procuring a general education 
in any of the broad fields of civil, elec­
trical, mechanical, mining, o r other 
fields o f engineering, then is the time 
for him to sharpen the particular tools 
that he will most need. For example, 
if he is an electrical engineer he might 
consider accounting, and prepare him­
self for evaluations, cost accounting 
of electrical properties, or the myriad 
of other places where accounting and 
engineering go hand in hand. Before 
doing this it m ight be well to con­
sult a number of electrical engineers 
who, from their broad knowledge of 
the field, can furnish him w ith infor­
mation where the need of specializa­
tion exists. A  mining engineer might 
specialize in many fields. I f  he chooses 
tha t branch of the field tha t shows the 
newest development, where competi­
tion is lowest, where a man can get 
a foot-hold, he will have the best op­
portunity to get away to  a fast start. 
Mining, as most other forms of engi­
neering, is in an infantile stage. I t 
will proceed to  depths tha t we now 
consider inaccessible. If  the profes­
sion is not progressing, in common
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w ith other forms of engineering, it 
will not take engineers to operate it. 
If  the field is stagnant, mechanics can 
handle the job.

To the mechanical engineer, the 
fields of refrigeration and air-condi­
tioning offer fields of endeavor that 
arc as broad as one cares to make them. 
I t  is not out of the realm of possibility 
that some day air-conditioning sys­
tems will be as common as water and 
sewerage systems or other ordinary 
conveniences. I t is interesting to note 
tha t in this respect the termite, that 
insect tha t makes itself most objec­
tionable by destroying all types of 
furniture, wood walls, and other ar­
ticles containing cellulose in an avail­
able form, depends for its existence on 
air conditioned surroundings. In its 
burrows, the temperature and humid­
ity  vary bu t little from a specific 
normal. I t has been stated that this 
is one of our oldest forms of life, 
remnants of them having been found 
in old geologic strata. In  part, it

nate knowledge of air-conditioni ng. If 
we wish to prolong our existence as 
a society, it  might be well to pu t our 
present knowledge into effect.

In comparing the work of the ter­
mites to  the engineering profession, it 
is interesting to note that there are 
few engineers or individuals that are 
revolutionizing any particular field. 
Each man is working in his own bur­
row, trying to  carry his line o f en­
deavor out to its ultimate. He may 
discover some new fact that may alter 
an entire process of reasoning, but he 
docs not do this single-handed. He 
must rely on the work of his fellows. 
The day of Leonardo da Vinci is past. 
If  a man spends his entire life prov­
ing tha t his work has been in vain, 
he has done an immeasurable good.

for the fellow who comes after him 
knows the pitfalls tha t have been his 
undoing, and will avoid them. We 
know and learn only by the errors 
that we or someone else have made.

There appears a vast field open to 
the civil engineers. The field is far 
too broad for any one man to thor­
oughly comprehend. However, to un­
derstand any one branch well, a gen­
eral working knowledge of the whole 
is necessary. I t becomes a necessity 
fo r a man to specialize if he enters 
this field. How well he does this will 
determine his ultimate success.

In the civil engineering field the 
day of the pioneer has not passed; he 
is as much w ith us as he was in the 
last century. The field of hydraulics 
is a fertile one. For example, there 
is a dirth of reliable material on the

and clay tile pipes. W hen one con­
siders that we have a large number of 
formulae such as Hazen-Williams, 
K utter, Schroedcr, King, and others, 
and realize tha t they do not agree, 
that they are but empirical approxi­
mations to the correct answer, one 
realizes the necessity for more engi­
neering research. W hen you design a 
pipe line, a value of C  or n is assumed, 
depending on the formula employed, 
and the conditions tha t you think 
might occur. You do this as care­
fully as possible w ith all o f the in­
formation tha t you have at your com­
mand, and then your results may be 
10' , off of what actually occurs. The 
result is tha t you over-design. Our 
engineering research has not been 
carried far enough.

In our city streets there lie a myr­
iad of pipes, carrying water to our 
people. The pipes are of varying size, 
composition, and construction. These 
pipes may be installed in either o f two
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ways. They may be placed after in­
tensive computations, or they may be 
installed by a "rule o f thum b” pro­
cess. This latter process is carried out 
by the untrained water superintendent 
or construction foreman as follows:

H e looks at the sky, he looks at the 
ditch, he remembers his telephone 
number and divides by 2, and then 
says, "P u t in a 10-inch pipe. T hat 
should be big enough." Usually it is 
big enough, in fact so very big that 
the major portion of its area may 
never be used; or it  may be so small 
tha t additions have to be made in a 
very few years.

W hat is the reason for this off-hand 
method of designing distribution sys­
tems? For one thing, not enough re­
search has been done in this field, or 
the research has not been compiled. 
For another reason, it is far less la­
borious to  put in a pipe that you know 
is too large, than it is to go to the 
strenuous, bu t economical, method of 
computing w hat the distribution sys­
tem will carry and what it  actually 
needs. The men in this country that 
can do this work proficiently may be 
counted on the fingers o f two hands,

I f  you wish to become exclusive go 
into this field.

In the last decade values for stresses 
in concrete have changed markedly 
due to  improved methods of manu­
facture and placement. Reinforced 
concrete values arc higher. The de­
signs tha t will be constructed 50 years 
from  now we would not dare today.

The N ational Planning Board, in its 
comprehensive water supply program, 
attem pts to plan for the utilization of 
every drop of water, every foot of 
top soil, to the everlasting benefit of 
mankind. The program is well con­
ceived. I t will insure our descendants 
national resources that we would de­

spoil without this planning. The only 
frailty in this program is that of en­
gineering and political manpower. Do 
we have the engineers to  effect such 
a program free from political or sec-

In the field of sanitary engineering, 
one of the off-shoots of Civil Engi­
neering, there are ever increasing pos­
sibilities in the service this branch may 
render our fellow men. The informa­
tion that this profession can furnish 
any community group makes the ser­
vice of one practically mandatory. 
This group of engineers administers to 
the community as the doctor to his 
patient, although not in exactly the 
same capacity. AU a sanitary engineer 
can do is prevent; while the major 
portion of a doctor’s activities is con­
cerned w ith the cures of diseases.

In order to present one of the major 
problems of the sanitary engineering 
profession, attention is called to the 
Ohio River, where during times of 
minimum flow every gallon of water 
is composed of one quart of sewage or 
sewage plant effluent. Inasmuch as 
2,500,000 people depend on this river 
for their drinking water, each one of 
these quarts of the gallon of flow must 
be treated before it is discharged into 
the river. Each one of these quarts 
and the balance of the gallon must be 
treated before it is introduced into the 
domestic water distribution systems of 
the towns and cities along the river.

In place of dumping the sewage in­
to the river, why not combine the 
processes and put it back into the dis­
tribution system? This procedure will 
save pumping. The processes of na­
ture will be speeded. Operation will 
be minimized. Now, our esthetic 
standards will not permit of this, but 
it will be done before many decades 
have passed. In support of this, at-
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tcntion is called to the sewage reclama­
tion plant at the Grand Canyon in 
Arizona. This plant has consistently 
produced a water that can meet drink­
ing water standards. The plant efflu­
ent is used for industrial purposes in 
boilers, etc., at the present time. This 
type of process presents great possi-

Plumbing is no longer a game for 
the jack of all trades. I t is a definite 
engineering problem. Because com­
petent engineers were not employed in 
this work, we had the amoebic dysen­
tery epidemic in Chicago. We will 
continue to have these outbreaks until 
the engineer takes hold of this prob-

So it goes, for we may continue ex­
amining this field and then tha t one, 
till a book has been written. When 
anyone of us has reached the point 
tha t he can say w ith all sincerity, "I 
know the rest o f the field bu t gener­
ally; however, there is no man in this 
section of the country tha t knows as 
much as I do about concrete struc­
tures, soil mechanics, hydraulics, elec­
trical utilities accounting, oil geology, 
soil conservation, water distribution 
systems, or any of a vast number of 
others,” as the case might be, and 
then can go out and sell himself to 
a waiting world on any one of these 
subjects or others of a like nature, 
he can write his own ticket.

Jlit JRemoriam
THtODORii C. Thee, Zeta '27

Missouri, Marcls 21. 190S, where He attended 
the grades and high school. He attended the

aled in 1927. He has been with the U. S.

f
Theodore C. Thce

quarters in Omaha, Nebraska, at which time 
he was in charge of the central section of the

to the main office in Washington, D. C., and 
while there was promoted to Assistant Chief

position at the time of his death, December

Brother Thec was extremely active in the 
National Capital Alumni Club and was largely 
responsible for the enthusiasm and success of

by the club and the active chapter is indicated 
by a joint resolution by these organisations 
expressing "their appreciation of the life and

Thee, and note his passing with deepest

Brother Thee is survived by his wife, 
Maxine Thee, a four year old son Theodore, 
his mother, a sister, and two brothers.

Leonard E. Losey, Mu '3d 
Brother Leonard E. Losey was killed by a 

cave-in on October 28 in the Ogdensburg, N. 
J., mine of the New Jersey Zinc Co. Brother 
Losey was estimating the amount of fill nec­
essary to close a deserted chamber when a 
large boulder fell from the roof, killing him 
instantly.
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TH E  NEW  DIRECTORY COMES 
A RO U ND  T H E  CORNER

For ten years the excellent 1928 
directory has been becoming more and 
more obsolete and the demand for its 
revision stronger and stronger. D ur­
ing this decade nearly 3000 more men 
have become members of Theta Tau. 
The desire for revision culminated in 
legislation at Chicago, authorizing the 
publication of a new directory. About 
two-thirds o f the estimated cost of 
the venture is to  be borne by the na­
tional treasury and the remaining third 
is to come from sales.

In  order to  interest the fraternity 
generally and to reduce the work at 
the central office, each chapter is to 
solicit replies from its own alumni. 
The cost of chapter participation is 
to be met from the national treasury 
and in addition each chapter is to re­
ceive a bonus for each response from 
an alumnus, the amount of the bonus 
to depend upon the percentage return 
achieved by the chapter.

Securing correct addresses for more 
than 6600 widely scattered Thcta Taus 
will be a tremendous task. I t will re­
quire the best efforts of many men. 
The editors therefore appeal first to 
the chapters to do their utmost to 
secure all available addresses and sec­
ondly, to alumni everywhere to reply 
promptly when circularized. We urge 
alumni, as well, to send in the correct

addresses of other Theta Taus of their 
acquaintance. If  all o f us can work 
together on this difficult assignment 
we will have a reliable, up to the min­
ute directory which will be deserving 
of a place alongside the 1928 issue so 
carefully prepared by Grand Marshal 
Curtis.

As we go to  press the first 300 di­
rectory cards have come in and accom­
panying 4 0 ' I of them were checks for 
advance orders. Practically all o f the 
first cards were from members of 
Epsilon, indicating that our western 
chapter plunged into the project with 
a will.

APPRECIATION

T h e  G ear wishes to speak for the 
fraternity in offering its appreciation 
of the splendid service rendered the 
fraternity  by Past Grand Regent H. 
H . Hopkins. "Hop” , as he is known 
to many Theta Taus, in addition to 
his term as Grand Regent, edited the 
first Gear, served thirteen years as 
Grand Scribe, and three years as Grand 
Vice-Regent.

His unselfish service, his intense in­
terest in the fraternity and its indi­
vidual members, and his lovable per­
sonality mark him as one of our ou t­
standing Theta Taus. I t was emi­
nently fitting that the delegates to the 
13 th Biennial Convention passed a 
resolution designating this meeting as 
the Herman H . Hopkins Convention.



!Letters

scribe is in office, or an old one doesn’t 
take time to  look through the last 
Gear for ideas. Consequently we 
make a new appeal for interesting 
material each time, hoping tha t the 
correspondents will try  to improve on 
past efforts. You may be interested

ing your letter and would rate it 
among the best were we giving stars.
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Letters L rom  the CIiaplers
A lplici L iv in g  in A f i l ita r y  A tm osphere

This school year ha, from the School of Mine,. Ray Ba,, wa, ap- 

' one11 for Alpha Chapter!

Gcraci. Richard F. Storbcrg. Burton R  of™™*! O. t ” c"*Don“j'ohn,on bekngTto

^ k M c M m e I  vto; E H E S S eE H F
.i,t, of Gor- Theta Tau', two Tau Beta Pi member,
I, Phillip E. Lloyd A. Lewis and Donald \V. Scott.

at present consist, of Gor- 
. Rood. Raymond Helgeson, Phillip E. Lloyd A. Lewis and Donald \V. Scott. 

Gustafson. Frank D. St. Vincent, G. Robert About a dozen socialites from the chapter
Drake, Lester N. Jauge1 Roland C. Meyer. attended the Interprofessional Ball on January

1 ’ 'I .  Stockdale. 29th. Don Johnson headed ,he committee for
,  has been .active In intramural

on the Minnesota varsity hockey team. Dick Robert B. Aslesen, Regent; I

S W ta i  S--SSs1Sa ESTiUK u r,
has entered competition for ̂ a position on the man. Marshal; Lloyd^A. Lcsvis,

B eta  H a n 3S I f p  A U  T im e  S c U a r s k ip  R e c o rd

A w  ,JE^rs1Sr . “ .,"rs’.i'.!”  rtv ;”

IH  e l s
K i a r i -  " S t  —
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D e lta  Brings P rom inent Engineers to C a m p u s
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N u ’s R eatJins L i s t  Enthusiastica lly  R ece ived
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To A U  Life Suliscrilie
:he form below and send it to T h e  G ea r. The magazine c; 
3 those alumni or inactive life subscribers whose addresses a

Chapter..................................   Class................................................................

Mailing Address .......................................    Street

          Post Office

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------State

Permanent address from which mail will always be forwarded to  you:

  ----------------------   Street

 -    Post Office

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------State

KEEP US INFORM ED O F YO UR CO RR ECT ADDRESS

Send to T H E  GEAR O F T H E TA  TAU 
211 Engineering Bldg. Iowa C ity, Iowa



Help! Help!
E v e ry  a lu m n u s  c a n  se rv e  his f r a t e r ­
n ity  in  a  p r a c t ic a l  a n d  im p o r ta n t  
w a y  if  h e  w ill  j o t  d o w n  th e  a d ­
d re s s e s  o f  a n y  T h e ta  T a u s  he  k n o w s 
o r  th e  n a m e s  o f  a n y  d e c e a s e d  b ro ­
th e r s  a n d  se n d  th e m  to  T H E  G E A R  
office.

A  g o o d  m a n y  d i re c to ry  le t te r s ,  n ow  
b e in g  se n t  o u t, a r e  r e tu r n e d  b e c au se  
o f  o b so le te  a d d re s s e s . I f  a ll  m em ­
b e rs  o f  th e  f r a te r n i ty  w ill  c o -o p e ra te  
in  se c u r in g  c o r r e c t  a d d re s s e s  th e  
n e w  d ire c to r y  w ill be  m u ch  m o re  
c o m p le te  th a n  it  c o u ld  b e  o th erw ise .

T h is  is a  s m a ll re q u e s t  b u t  i f  e n o u g h  
a lu m n i h a v e  th e  t ru e  T h e ta  T a u  
s p ir i t ,  i t  w ill  b e  h e e d e d  a n d  a  co m ­
p le te  d i re c to r y  w ill re su lt.
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