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Alpha, Founded October 13, 1904 - - - - University of Minnesota
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Beta, Established March 26, 1906 - Michigan College of Mining and Tech
(Chapter house) 233 College Ave., Houghton, Mich.

Gamma, Established November 8, 1907 - - - Colorado School of Mines
c/o Prof. M. I. Signer, Colo. School of Mines, Golden, Colo.
Delta, Established May 23, 1911 - - - Case School of Applied Science
Theta Tau Box, Case School of Applied Science, Cleveland, Ohio
Epsilon, Established May 4, 1911 - - - - - University of California
Box, Hearst Mining Bldg., University of California, Berkeley, Calif.
Zeta, Established April 17, 1912 ... University of Kansas
(Chapter house) 1140 Louisiana St., Lawrence, Kansas
Theta, Eslablisled May 26, 1914 Columbia University
clo Prof. A. D. Hinckley, Eng. Bldg. Columbia University, New York City
Tota, Established February 51916 - - - - Missouri School of Mines
Theta Tau Box, Missouri School of Mines & Metallurgy, Rolla, Mo.
Kappa, Established March 25, 1916 ... University of Illinois
c/o Prof. Jamison Vawter, 307Eng. Hall, Urbana, 1L
Lambda, Established April 29, 1920 - University of Utah
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Mu, EstablisiKd lanuary 3, 192 University of Alabama
clo Prof. Fred R. Maxwell, College of Eng., University, Alabama
Nu, Established January I, 1922 Camnegie Institute of Technology

P. 0. Box 114, Carnegic Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Omicron, Established February 3, 1923 University of Towa
(Chapter house) 804 North Dubuque Street, lowa City, lowa

Pi, Established May 26, 1923 University of Virginia
(Chapter house) R. F. D. No. 3, Charlottesville, Virginia

Rho, Established February 16, 1924 - N. C. State Lollcgc of Ag and Eng.

0. Box 5325, State College Station, Raleigh, N
Sigma, Established November 29, 1924 - - - - Ohio sme University
(Chapter house) 1965 Indianola Ave., Columbus, Ohio
Tau, Established December 12, 1923 Syracuse University
c/o Prof. E. F. Berry, College of Applied Science, Syracuse, New York

Upsilon, ished April 7, 1928 University of Arkansas
216 Eng. Bldg.. U. of Ark., Fayetteville, Arkansas
Phi, Established April 21, 1928 Purdue University
(Chapter house) 416 N. Main St., West Lafayette, Ind.

Chi, Established April 23, 1930 University of Arizona

Theta Tau Box, Engineering Bldg., University of Arizona, Tucson, Ariz.
Established May 7, 1932 - Montana School of Mines

i heta Tau Fratemity, Care of Montana School of Mines, Butic, Montana
Omega, Established March 26, 1932 - - - - - S. Dakota School of Mines

(Chapter house) 107 Kansas City St., Rapid City, South Dakota
Gamma Beta, Established March 16, 1933 - George Washington University
c/o Dean of School of Engineering, (‘eorge Washington University,

Washington, D.



HELP!

The drive for correct addresses for all

Theta Taus is reaching its final stage.

Probably every reader knows some Brother whose
address we do not have. If you will jot down and
send to the GEAR any addresses you know to be
correct for Theta Taus of your acquaintance you
will be doing your bit to make the new directory
complete. A partial list of * lost” members appears
on pages 64-67.

And if you are one of those who have received
one or more circulars which you have neglected to
answer will you make it a particular point to send
in your own address.

Let’s all pull together for a complete

directory!

Address
GEAR OF THETA TAU
211 Engineering Bldg.

Towa City, Towa



Eastern Regional Conference
Pfelclat Pi d hapter

Founders' Day this year brought to-
gether five of the Eastern chapters of
Theta Tau in conference at the Uni-
versity of Virginia in Charlottesville.
The meeting was termed and took the
form of an Eastern Regional Confer-
ence with delegates and representatives
from Theta, Nul Gamma Beta, Rho
and Pi. As host, Pi provided the di-
versified entertainment and program,
climaxed in one very successful and
profitable business meeting.

A formal initiation ceremony for
seventeen pledges of Pi started the
week-end’s activities off with a bang
despite the fact that only three visit-
ing delegates had arrived in Char-
lottesville at that time. But, no sooner
had the initiation been completed than
Gamma Beta, apparently enmasse, de-
scended from the Pearly City upon
Pi's "Country Place.” After much
"arranging” brothers from Washing-
ton were situated and proceeded to
find out "If 1t’s True What They Say
About Virginia.” (For answers to the
query, we refer you to Brother Mikus-
zewski of Gamma Beta)

Not long after this flurry, there
crept in the credulous Carnegie Con-
fiscators, otherwise known as the Nu
delegation. They, reputedly, had lost
their way and marshaled one of Vir-
ginia's scarce co-eds to assist in locat-
ing Pi Chapter House. She, the
scarce co-ed, of course had no trouble
in directing them for already the
place had an aura of "big time” about
it. Following on the footsteps of Nu
came "Theta’s Traveling Three”, ten
hours out of New York and rather

weary. The rooming situation was
clarified and thus ended the Friday
cvening program. Meeting was ad-
journed with several three-hour ses-
sions which left Saturday not too far

Saturday dawned bright, and
brought Rho’s delegation from North
Carolina to add to the swelling aggre-
gation.  The brothers and newly in-
itiated from Pi conducted a "Cook’s
Tour” of the Nation’s Most Beautiful

Campus for the visiting delegations

all desiring solid food. The meeting
was called for 2:30 P.M. at Pi Chapter
House and by some strange circum-
stance it actually convened at 2:30

The meeting was opened by a word
of greeting from Regent Dinwiddic of
Pi and then turned over to Grand
Vice-Regent Glass for direction of dis-
cussion.  Brother Glass outlined the
purpose of Regional Conferences and
expressed the desire to see more such
meetings instituted among Theta Tau
Chapters. The meeting was then split
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into two sectional discussion groups—
one for Regents and Vice-Regents,
and one for Scribes and Treasurers.
Outlines had been prepared to guide
the discussion of these groups and
plans of procedure were followed to
gain as much from the two hours al-
lotted as possible. Minutes were taken
in cach group of the ideas and plans
under consideration to be read at the
re-convening of the main meeting.
Finally at 5 P.M. the whole conference
met for a conclusive discussion of de-
velopments and led by Brothers Glass
and Ames the session proved quite
valuable. Brother Ames gave several
highlights on recent expansion enter-
prises of the Exccutive Council and
Brother Glass asked for suggestions
from the chapters concerning the ac-
tivities of the National Officers.
Financial problems and their solutions
were discussed at some length as well
as the problem of Chapter advisors'
duties. The theme of the entire con-
ference discussion scemed to center
about a more unified program of de-
velopment among the chapters and the
alumni of Theta Tau. The discussion
of alumni interest and organization of
alumni organizations wound up the
meeting and the members were ad-
journed with a word of future plans
from Regent Dinwiddic.

At 6:05 P.M. the group went to
the Farmington Country Club, just
outside Charlottesville where a ban-
quet was to be held for all conferees.
About two hours later the food por-
tion of the banquet was tackled and
much hilarity accompanied the process
of cating. Members of the University
of Virginia Engineering faculty and
officers seated at the head table were
subject to bombardment by song and
olive seed. During a lull in activity
the Gamma Betas managed to render

a Theta Tau song which was naturally
received with much fervor and dem-
onstration.  Brother Ames took the
floor during another periodic lull and
commented on the success and future
of the regional gathering and expressed
the desite to have more chapter
gatherings of the type held in Vir-
ginia.  Midst much laughter and yell-
ing Brothers Ball, Nichols and Side-
bottom of Pi took the floor to render
their annual songfest (Annual at all
Pi banquets). The first song was re-
ceived with much ado and many en-
cores were in order. The banquet later
adjourned to the Pi Chapter House
for those brothers still caring to frat-

In brief, the party was a social suc-
cess for all the convention delegates.
Brother "Wolf” Watson of Gamma
Beta cared for all unhappy or dis-
tressed women in a manner befitting
a "Cassanova of All Time”. The dele-
gation from Nu withstood the effects
of the strenuous program successfully
enough to start their trek home to
Pittsburgh at 2 AM. The remainder
of the visitors dispersed at various in-
tervals and in various directions.
Brothers Ames and Glass were scen
frantically trying to locate some
alum’s “tall blond with red dress”
wife—for the alumnus.  Brother
Johnston of Gamma Beta held forth
in the pool room with the dice, claim-
ing for himself the title of "N.L.T.”
(None Luckier Than). And so, all
in all, the occasion proved very
humorous and enjoyable to those in
attendance.

Sunday brought the conference dele-
gates together for a picture and short
meetings with Brothers Glass and
Ames. The visitors made their de-
partures sometime before noon midst
handclasping and well wishing and the
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hope of getting together soon again.

The credit for a successful meeting
and discussion goes to Brothers Glass
and Ames whose leadership gave in-
spiration to all concerned. The future
outcome of such gatherings depends
on the chapters participating. Pi, as

Dunn, Walter, Robinson, Franceschini, Clay, Christopher, Beatty,

Sommer, Mikuszewsl Garcau
Sralril: Benham, Antes Glass, Watson, Johnston, Ward, Chalkley

n back-

host to this conference, gained a feel-
ing of greater national bond as well
many helpful suggestions from their
5. May these gatherings of
Theta Taus be continued at frequent
intervals!

J. H. SIDEBOTTOM
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L W. Froyd K R Sonm
1. K. Jones E.J. Thoms
1 H. Link M G. Chris
B, MRadall  C. I Miuszewsk
From Nu:
C H. Dunicl D. Y. Liversidge
C C. Bamm
Theta:
S. Hayworth
Hildebrand

The gentlemen from Virginia cer-
tainly showed us true Southern hospi-
tality at the first Eastern Regional
Meeting.

Pi Chapter, as hosts to Rho, Gamma
Beta, Nu, and Theta, put on an out-
standing meeting—well organized—
very well attended—and very enter-
taining.

Gamma Beta practically took over
Pi Chapter with 15 men in attend-
ance.  Four men came from Rho and
three cach from Theta and Nu. Ames
and Glass represented the Executive
Council.  Most of the men arrived

late Friday night and some were able
to participate in the Pi initiation
which was held Friday night

Regent Buck Dinwiddie and his
committee had arranged a full pro-
gram for the day which included an
inspection of the Engincering College
in the morning, meetings all after-
noon, banquet with a Founders' Day
address by Brother Ames, followed by
short messages from Pi Chapter fac-
ulty. The evening was finished off
with a dance at Pi Chapter house with
most of the Pi men turning their ladies
over to the visiting Brothers.

The meeting brought out consider-
able interesting discussion, cleaning up
many points in question. A fine spirit
prevailed throughout and  the attend-
ance was a good indication of the in-
terest shown. Everyone expressed his
desire to have more meetings of this
type, for it is through such meetings
that we will widen the scope of the

R. G. GLass, Grand Vice-Regent

May 1 submit this bricf report on
the Regional Conference at Charlottes-
ville.

To begin with, I may say that the
Theta delegation composed of Brothers
Clay, Walter, and informally Mrs.
Victor Franceschini, and myself, feel
that the meeting was a grand success
and of inestimable value to Theta
Chapter. Here at Columbia the chap-
ter is rather remote from any other
chapter so that it is seldom that any-
one of the group really realizes what
Theta Tau really stands for. The Pi
Conference left no doubt in the minds
of the delegation of the wide scope of
the fraternity; along with that the
feeling that being a Theta Tau really
means more than being just a member
of a local chapter. It was simply
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swell to be able to go to Charlottes-
ville as total strangers and to leave
with the feeling that behind us we
were leaving a group of true friends.
And I may add that when leaving
time came we really regretted to have
to terminate the acquaintances we had
made. But, of course, there’s always
a tomorrow, so that if it may ever be
possible to attend another meeting the
present delegation will not be absent.
Call it Southern hospitality if you will,
but surely we are certain it was more
than that. To be to the point it was
no more than the Theta Tau fraternal
spirit.  And in passing, we may add
that Buck Dinwiddie and all the other
Pi brothers, recalling Vernon Quarles,
Chick Chalkley in particular, were
just swell.

As to the benefit Theta Chapter
received from the conference, I may
point out again that it was of great
value. The exchange of ideas possible
at such meetings is of unquestionable
value. Theta has already put some of
these into practice. Most of all, the
really significant and telling punch in
bringing improvement up here at
Theta was the contacts made with
Brothers Glass and Ames of the Ex-
ccutive Council.  Shucks, when men
like them spend their time on an or-
ganization like Theta Tau, well it
leaves no doubt that Theta Tau really
has something on the ball. We'll be
seeing you again.

VICTOR FRANCESCHINI,
Regent, Theta Chapter

P.S. We would like to know what

became of Pi’s Theta Tau sign.

I can sincerely say that the con-
ference at Pi was a real success, and
that 1 had a very enjoyable time while
it lasted, but it was over too soon.
To meet all the brothers from the

other chapters was indeed a rare privi-
lege, and a most enjoyable one.

All they claim about the Southern
hospitality is true, and there is no ex-
aggeration as to their friendship. The
Pi brothers were overflowing with it
in their new chapter house on Monti-
bello Hill. The Pi brothers went so
far as to give us their steady dates for
a dance held at their house. That was
a dangerous thing to do with all the
handsome Romeos from the Gamma
Beta chapter led by Brother Norman
Ames. 1 hope the Pi boys still have
their girl friends. The house was in
very good shape until the conference
men hit it, and then, well, anyone can
imagine the rest.

After the interesting business meet-
ing, an elaborate banquet was given,
and 1 do mean elaborate. There was
everything from soup to nuts. How-
ever, a greater share of the nuts were
our own brothers who were always
cutting capers. If a stranger had
happened in at the banquet he would
have wondered about cverything in
general, and would still be wondering.
About the speeches at the banquet—
there were none. But the jokes! Woo!
Wool Many were too deep for me.
It was the best banquet and conven-
tion I have ever attended, and 1 wish
to thank everyone concerned.

Just between you and me, Brother
Glass is a Cassanova.

Clarence H. Daniel, Nu

The Regional Conference held at
Charlottesville, Virginia, on October
1Jth was truly a significant occasion.
The significance of October 15th
needs no further qualification  since
that date is well known to every Theta
Tau; but the fact that this Confer-
ence was the first to be held in the
East presided over by Grand Vice-
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Regent Glass, originator of the origi-
nal Conference plan, is well worth re-
membering.

Gamma Beta turned out with fif-
teen sturdy "artillerymen”, including
Grand Outer Guard Ames. The first
Gamma Betas arrived Friday night in

mony. The last arrived approximately
24 hours later, on time for the in-
formal dance held at the Pi house.
Ideas were exchanged,  problems
solved, at least temporarily, in regard

rushing, pledging and initiating
methods was obtained from cach chap-
ter represented.

Regional Conferences may come
and go, but memories of the spirit of
good fellowship that prevailed at the
Farmington Country Club banquet
will linger forever. Spicy stories and
informal singing met with everyone’s
approval.

Pi Chapter, headed by Regent Din-
widdie, can show you Southern hospi-
tality like you have never scen before.
And How!

Gamma Beta takes off its hat to Pi
for its most efficient handling of the
first Eastern Regional Conference.

Charles J. Mikuszewski, Regent,

Gamma Beta Chapter

Parts of the report by C. Bauman,
Vice-Regent of Nu Chapter, con-
tained specific information concern-
ing the conference not covered in the
foregoing reports. These paragraphs
follow.

On Saturday morning we made a
tour of the University of Virginia
campus, and were especially interested
in historic buildings and’ structures
such as the room of Edgar Allen Poc
and the Serpentine walls designed by
Thomas Jefferson. We concentrated

most of our time in the engineering
building, visiting various departments,
and inspectiiig machinery as well as
equipment. The campus was 30 large
that we scartiely had time for fs com-
plete a tour as we would hav.: liked.
The formal business meeting is very
well covered in the minutes written
by Brothers Bild and Sidebottom of
Pi Chapter. However, the points
which scemed to be of greatest im-
portance to Nu Chapter wertg ()
frequent diriner meetings of active
members, (2) formally coriducted
meetings often cnough to fully ac-
quaint all members with the ritual,
(3) a memorial book in the library
for deceased members and alumni, and
(4) creating greater alumni interest
through invitation notes for banquets,
initiations, Homecomings, and useful
suggestions.
C. BAUMAN, Vice-Regent,
Nu Chapter

Our delegation from Nu Chapter
consisted of three men: Brothers Clar-
ence Daniel, Clem Bauman and my-
self.  We left late Friday afternoon,
October 14, driving the three-hun-
dred-odd miles, except for the first
part of the trip, in moonlight, which
made that part of the Shenandoah
Valley through which we passed look
more beautiful than cver. Arriving
carly Saturday morning (in the wee
small hours) we found only a few of
the men at the house, since the rest
were still out celebrating the formal
initiation which had been held earlier
in the evening. After registering and
meeting some of the men, we turned
in, the house men giving us their beds
and sleeping on mattresses on the floor
—real southern hospitality, certainly.

On Saturday morning our hosts
showed us around the campus, parts
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of which arc quite historic, having
been designed and laid out by Thomas
Jefferson, whose home is on a hill over-
looking Charlottesville.  Their engi-
neering school is smaller than ours
here at Carnegie Tech., but they have
a comparatively new plant, with very
good cquipment. We noticed no one
wearing a sweater on the campus,
every man was wearing a suitcoat, and
on inquiry we found that it was a
custom to wear suits on the campus.
It certainly gave the student body a
more dignified appearance.

Saturday afternoon, October ISth,
we proceeded with the business meet-
ing. After a formal opening we di-
vided into two groups for discussion
of fraternity problems. Brother Glass
leading the discussion among the Re-
gents and Vice-Regents, while Brother
Ames led that among the Scribes and
Treasurers.  We heard and were im-
pressed with the advantages of having
a special Theta Tau room where all
meetings might be held. Information
on rushing and on delinquent actives
(financially) was of interest.

That cvening a banquet was held
at a country club near town, at which
all the delegates were present. Every-
one secemed to enjoy it, what with a
very good meal and good after-dinner
speeches.  After the banquet a party
was held at the house but we Nu
delegates broke away about 2 a. m,
when things were just beginning to
pop, since two of us had to be back
at Tech. by midday Sunday. Unfor-
tunately it meant missing the group
picture to be taken late Sunday morn-
ing. We got back without further
ado, tired but happy.

It seemed, when we bid goodbye to
our hosts and fellow delegates, friends
of not mores than 25 hours, that we
had known them for years. It cer-
tainly was nice to meet these men
from other chapters and to hear of
them and Theta Tau there. I'm sure
that such a convention was quite
worth our time. The only thing I
regret aboui the convention was that
our delegation was not larger, so that
more Nu men might have benefited
by the experience

DAVID Y. LIVERSIDGE, NU 40

y'oung Theta Taus Atakiny Impressive Start

RALPH B. UTT, Psi 34

Ralph Bernard Utt was born in
Mansfield, Washington, in 1907. When
he was 9 his family moved to Kellogg,
Idaho, and his metallurgical career be-
gan almost immediately. His father
was an operator at the world famous
Bunker Hill and Sullivan Smelter, and
young Ralph followed close in his
footsteps.  While he was attending
high school, and during his summers
he began holding down jobs in various
departments, and by the time he went

away to Moscow to the University of
Idaho, he had been successively a
laborer, an operator, a repair man, a
sampler, and an assayer and chemist.

During this time he had also been
afield; to Cascade, Idaho, as a chemist,
and to Murray, Idaho, as a general
superintendent. It was, therefore,
natural that although he began as a
pre-medical student, he soon saw that
he was a confirmed miner. He trans-
ferred to the Montana School of
Mines for two years, and then returned
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to his original Alma Mater to get his
degree in Metallurgical Engineering
At Montana he was an important
member of both the football and bas-
ketball squads, and at Idaho, he filled
the post of quarterback on the team
that in 1927 tied for the Pacific Coast
Championship. ~ Other activities he
participated in were boxing, in which
he taught a class; politics. in which
he held several important positions;
and geodetic surveying, in which he
lecture

During college, Ralph had held a
summer job as mill superintendent at
a property in Susanville, Oregon, and
on graduation he went to Libby,
Montana, in the same capacity. This
plant closed down in 1935, so Ralph
accepted the mill superintendent job
at a gold minc in Baber, Oregon. From
here he resigned in November to join
Denver Equipment Company.

His first charge was the Southwest-
ern United States, and in his capable
hands the potentialities for service in
this territory developed until he could
no longer cover it himself. Accord-
ingly the district was divided, and
Ralph took charge of the Western part
with headquarters in San Francisco.
Here he stayed until 1938. This year,
personnel changes in Denver gave him
the important Colorado territory,
where in the short space of a fow
months his friendly smile and amiable
personality have become familiar to
new and old friends of Denver Equip-
ment Company alike.

DAVID C. MINTON

David C. Minton, Chi 30, has re-
ccived an appointment as professor of
mining and metallurgy in the Depart-
ment of Mining Engincering, College
of Engincering, University of the

Philippines, Manila, P. I He recently
resigned from his position with Mam-
moth - St. Anthony, Ltd., Mammoth,
Arizona, and plans to leave for the
Philippines in the near future.

Brother Minton received a B.S. de-
gree in mining engineering at the Uni-
versity of Arizona in 1930, and a de-
gree of M. S, in metallurgy the follow-
ing year. He is a native of Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma.

He has been employed by a number
of southwestern mining companies and
smelters including Magma Copper Co.,
Superior, Arizona; the El Paso Smelt-
ing Works; the EI Tiro and Imperial
mines at Silverbell, Arizona; and the
Golden Belt mines at Cordes, Arizona.
He has held the position of manager
at Minas Las Animas, in Mexico;
Molybdenum, Inc., at Helvetia, Ari-
zona; and the Arkansas Mining Cor-
poration at Hot Spring, Arkansas,
which is a subsidiary of the Titanium
Alloy Manufacturing Co. of Niagara
Falls, N. Y

Brother Minton has also had ex-
perience in the topographical branch
of the United States Geological Survey
and received his appointment as in-
structor of mining and metallurgy at
the University of Arizona last fall

— From Arizona Mining Journal,
Phoenix, Arizona

W. K. Riemenschneider

Selected by Delta Chapter of Theta
Tau Fraternity as having the most
marked professional ability of all
seniors in the 1938 graduating class
of the Case School of Applied Science,
W. K. Riemenschneider of Canton,
Ohio, has been presented an award by
the fraternity recognizing this honor.
He is a member of Theta Tau.

The award was cstablished by the
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fraternity in honor of the late Profes-
sor F. R. Van Horn, whose work in
fostering the athletic and social in-
terests of Case School is one of the
cherished memories of the college.

In recognition of his high scholastic
standing, Brother Ricmenschneider has
been made a member of Tau Beta Pi;
and because of leadership in extra-cur-
ricular activities he has been chosen
a member of Blue Key.

He was president of his class during
his sophomore year and was a member
of the Case Senate during his junior
and senior years. In addition, he has
been active in sport and publication
groups, and is a member of Sigma Nu
general fraternity.

—The Case News Service

John E. Allen

The State Department of Geology
and Mineral Industries announces the
appointment of John Eliot Allen, Ep-
silon 32, as field geologist to be sta-

THE "CONSULTANT”

Haven’t you always wondered just
what a "Consultant” is? The English
cconomist, Mark Spade, gives the fol-
lowing definition in his book "Business
for Pleasure”:

"It is not easy to give a precise
definition of a consultant. He is, of
course, an Expert. But then there are
thousands of experts who are ordinary
honest men working in the usual way.
Again, he is not a permanent employee.
He only comes in to do a certain job
and goes away again quickly before
anyone can sec the snag. But then so
docs a plumber. And manifestly a
plumber is not a consultant. At least
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tioned at the State Assay Laboratory
at Baker.

Allen has been employed since 1935
as geologist, investigating the chro-
mite deposits of the west coast, for
the Rustless Iron and Steel Corpora-
tion of Baltimore, Maryland, whose
western office is located at Grants Pass,
Oregon,

He is a graduate of the University
of Oregon and has done graduate work
at the University of California at
Berkeley.

The principal work of the field
geologist this summer will be to visit
the mines and prospects in the eastern
Oregon district and report on them
for the new "Mines Directory of
Oregon”, in preparation by the State
Department of Geology and Mineral
Industries.

Allen also spent some time in July
with a field party which spent several
weeks this summer on geologic work
in the Wallowa Mountains under Dr.
W. D. Smith of the University of
Oregon.

not the sort I mean. Moreover, an
ordinary  Expert an  ordinary
Plumber has to produce some creden-
tials to show that he is an expert or
a plumber. But it is an essential fea-
ture of the true consultant that you
don't ask rude questions about an ex-
pert’s qualifications or watch carefully
to see if he forgets his tools and brings
his helper.  You just take him in a
spirit of sublime trust. 1In the last
analysis I think the only way of de-
ciding whether a man is a consultant
or not, is to look at the amount he
is paid. 1f he is paid at the rate of
more than 5,000 a year and if, more-
over, he is paid in guincas, then he is
almost certainly a consultant.”

or



Western Regional Conference

Held at Lamfda

Despite such obstacles as great dis-
tances, mountains, and adverse weather
all of the far western chapters met
at Salt Lake City on November 11th.
Unfortunately a raging blizard on
the 10th closed the roads to Butte so
that the large delegation that had
planned to drive down was unable to
come, but three members
by

Meetings ! held i the Union
Building at the University of Utah.
The first sight that greeted the dele-
gates was a flock of reporters and
photographers from the Salt Lake City
newspapers and a fine write-up ap-
peared on the front page of the Salr
Lake Telegram with photos of the
Grand Scribe and Ray Morgan, Re-
gent of Lambda Chapter who presided.

Lunch was served at the Union
Building after the initial opening ses-
sions and in the afternoon the various
committees of chapter officers and the

Chapter

chapter advisers reported to the meet-
ing and there was a lively discussion.
AU of the chapters except Epsilon
were represented by faculty members.

In the evening there was a banquet
at the Newhouse Hotel arranged by
the officers of the Intermountain
Alumni Association. One hundred and
two actives and alumni attended  this
dinner.

On Saturday the visitors and a
number of the actives from Lambda
Chapter visited the famous Utah Cop-
per Co., the Garfield Smelter, the El-
ton Tunnel and the Arthur milling
plant. The delegation from Arizona
left in the afternoon for Tucson and
all the other delegates left Saturday
night or carly Sunday morning. The
general opinion of the delegates seemed
to be that much good had been ac-
complished by the meeting and many
valuable suggestions were made.
Representatives of the chapters were:

S rand Scribe, represented the

Epsilon Chapter
si Chapter
CLrl p{

Jim

*1B

Most of the active members of
Lambda attended the meetings and the
officers of Lambda acted as represen-
tatives of that chapter. Mervin B,
Hogan, chapter adviser, T. C. Adams,
and Thomas J. Parmley were the fac-
ulty members of Lambda who attended
all the conferences.
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Frank Trask, Jr., Psi 36, with Cotopaxi Exploration Co.,

is Far From the Bright Eights

I am at Mina Mercedes located at
1° south lat., 79° west long., at an
clevation of 1840 meters (6,000 ft.)
above sca level, on the west slope of
the Andes. The camp, which is only
a few years old, is reached from Lata-
cunga by a three-hour automobile trip
followed by a six-hour ride on a mule.
Latacunga is on the Guayquil and
Quito Railroad and is in the Sierras at
an clevation of about 10,000 ft. From
there one can see Cotopaxi—a beauti-
fully shaped voleanic peak that is
19,613 ft. in elevation and perpetually
snow-capped. The Sierras are rather
barren rock and grass covered lands
with a temperate climate.

By contrast, the mine is in the

with a semi-tropical climate. Since T
have been here the temperature has
not dropped below 48”F. or gone
much over 80°F. The usual daily
temperature range is from about 54°F.
to 76°F. It is never hot, never cold,
and the wind never blows. From
May through December we enjoy
beautiful weather with clear skies and
plenty of sunshine. It all sounds too
idealistic, but the "catch” in the
weather starts about the end of De-
cember and continues through to May.
It rains. It rains every day, every
night, in fact just about all the time.
The total rainfall for a year averages
from 120 to 140 inches, and a 6-inch
rain in 24 hours has been recorded.
So much for the weather.

The country around the mine is
steep beyond all imagination. The

10%. grade, the principle tributarics
from 12% to 15%, and the smaller
side streams literally tumble down the

mountains in a series of falls. The
side hill slopes are rarely under 30°,
while 40° to 45° is common and cliffs
are encountered  frequently.  This
makes all kinds of construction ex-
pensive and difficult.  For example,
how are you going to make a road cut
with a 151 slope in a 45° hillside?

The mine has been developed by
running tunnels into the ore from the
hillside, and by an cxtensive diamond
drilling program. At present work is
continuing by drilling. Actual ex-
traction will begin upon the comple-
tion of a road, power plant, and mill.

The road is being run from the
mine to the west to the head of a
navigable river that flows into the Rio
Guayas and thence to the Pacific
Ocean. The lower end of the road is
in the low, hot country in real tropical
climate. Thus, by taking a trip from
Cotopaxi, through our camp, and
down the road one can pass through
every type of climate and all within
a degree of the cquator.
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My work has consisted of topo-
graphic mapping, road surveys, clectric
power plant surveys, prospecting, and
mine development work.

For recreation 1 ride my horse.
There are many beautiful and interest-
ing trails in the surrounding country.

Other than that, reading takes up
spare time. There is no town less than
a day’s trip away and several of us
have not seen a picture show, been to
a dance, ridden in an automobile, or
dressed in our good clothes for over
a year. In all it is a pretty good place
to live, and it is possible to save money
(no place to spend it).

The natives arc of Spanish, Indian,
and mixed blood, though all speak
Spanish, so that onc only has one
language to learn. Most of them go
barcfooted and work for about three
Sucres (about 20c) per day.

Also here in this camp is Mel Wil-
liams, Psi '36. At the camp of the
South American Development Co. in
southern Ecuador are Al Davidson,
Psi, Frank Lamb, Chi, and Bob Bacon,
Chi. Theta Tau is well represented

The main scenic attractions of the
country are the high, snow-capped,
volcanic peaks, many of which are
visible from the Guayaquil and Quito
Railroad. O f special interest is Chim-
borazo, 20,700 ft. in elevation, which
extends farther into space from the
center of the carth than any other
mountain because of the carth’s equa-
torial bulge.

I am enclosing a few pictures to
supplement the article which I trust
will be satisfactory

Frank Trask, Jr., Psi 36
Casilla 272, Latacunga, Ecuador

Regional Conference at Sigma

Sigma Chapter was host to a Re-
gional Conference of the Central Re-
gional District November 12th and
13th,

Delegations came from Delta and
Phi Chapters, arriving in time for
buffet luncheon at noon on Saturday.
Chapter advisers were present from
Phi and Sigma Chapters. Brothers
Glass and Hopkins represented the
Executive Council.

The financial details of chapter
management were discussed in  the
group of Treasurers, Scribes, and

House Managers, presided over by
Brother Glass; while Brother Hopkins
presided over the other group of Re-
gents and Vice-Regents, who discussed
the administrative phase of the chap-
ter organization. Later in the after-
noon both groups met and a general
discussion was held on co-operation
between chapter officers, Executive
Council members, and chapter advisers.

At 6:30 p. m. the banquet was held
at the Fort Hayes Hotel, presided over
by Brother Darrenberger, Regent of
Sigma Chapter, at which speeches were
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Alumni Association, faculty, and Ex-
ccutive Council. At 9:30 p. m. a
model initiation was held at the chap-
ter house by the officers of the chap-
ter, and later a spirited discussion en-
sued regard:ing the ways of innproving
the renditioin of the ritiial.

The Coriference was attended on
Sunday morning by visiting members
and officers, and the visitors returned
home duririg the day. The minutes

of the meetings are to be written up
in detail. The conference was carried
through with systematic detail, and a
great deal was gained by every man
participating in the meeting.

This is the second time that Sigma
Chapter has been host to the regional
meeting, and again they showed that
cordial hospitality for which they are
known.

H. H. HOPKINS,
Past Grand Regent

RoUrt CoaU Wntes from Alasfa

Naturally T feel rather flattered that
you should think my remarks would
be of interest to some of the other
Brothers. 1 shall be glad to furnish
what information and entertainment 1
can, however.

The University, about which most
of my life revolves at present, is situ-
ated five miles from Fairbanks, in the
interior of Alaska, about a degree and
a half below the Arctic Circle. Fair-
banks is the commercial center of the
placer mining of interior Alaska,
which still furnishes considerable
quantities of gold annually. Though
it has but three thousand residents, its
status as a mining center makes it far
more progressive and lively than one
would expect from the bare popula-
tion figures. The town is a curious
mixture of the modern city and the
pioncer settlement; it has unpaved
streets (because of the high cost of
concrete) and a central steam heating
plant for the business section. There
are several modern hotels and  office
buildings, a busy airport, and the
terminus of the Alaska Railroad; but
most of the residences are log cabins—
including some of the most modern,
for, curiously cnough, a log cabin may

be not only more expensive and better
looking, but more comfortable than

The climate is similar to, and
scarcely more rigorous than, that of
the northern Rocky Mountain states.
Contrary to the general impression, we
have little precipitation—about 12
inches a year, most of which falls in
summer as rain. The winters are cold
(down to 60 below), dry, and clear.

As for the people, there are two

Geologist Coats
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characteristics  which  impress  one
most, both products T should judge,
of the essentially pioneer conditions
here.  These arc their friendliness and
their spirit of self-reliance and inde-
pendence.  Social life here is more
leisurely and less dependent on exter-
nal entertainment than is the case
Outside (note capitalization—a char-
acteristic Alaskanism).

At the University, now sixtcen
years old, the registration is about two
hundred, about one-third of whom

are in mining, and hence must take
some or all of the geology courses
which I teach. The students here are
not greatly different from those at any
technical ‘school outside. They will
average slightly older. The men are
nearly all at least partly self-support-
ing, and many of them support them-
selves completely by their summer
work, since wages are quite high here
in Alaska— the rate for common labor
being six dollars a day and board. Men
who have more responsible jobs, as
many do, may earn enough so that
they have to pay income taxes. Be-

cause much of the mining work near
here is summer work, the school year
is compressed into the winter so that
we have practically no vacation except
the summer vacation, which is four

The courses which I teach are nu-
merous and varied.  They include
General Geology, Mineralogy, Struc-
tural Geology, Petrology, Petrography,
Geology of Alaska, and Field Geology.
The last course, as you may imagine,
operates under somewhat of a handi-

cap as far as surface work is con-
cerned. The first snow of the season
fell last night! The underground
work, however, has the advantage of
the presence of several small lode

Another common impression which
may be corrected: There are no Es-
kimo living in the immediate vicinity,
and very few Indians. There are no

native” students; about one percent
are probably part "native”, cither
Indian or Eskimo. There is extremely
little race prejudice in this country,
perhaps because many of the pioneers
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came into such close contact (1) with
the "natives.” (Note: I put "Native”
in quotes because of course, a fair
proportion of our students are, strictly
speaking, natives, being born in this
country. We do get, however, a
great many who attended high school
or college outside, before coming to
Alaska for the first time.)

About half the faculty -live on or
near the campus, usually in cottages
or small cabins, and the other half in
town, commuting back and forth by

ing. and conversation, which last is
not yet a lost art here. Dog sledding,
contrary to the general impression, is
not particularly popular, though pic-
turesque, since dogs are expensive to
keep, and the dogsled as a means of
transportation is being cclipsed by the
airplane, which is not only the quick-
est but usually the cheapest method
of travelling long distances up here.
There is a good deal of game hunting,
and some game shooting up here—
caribou, moose, bear, sheep, and small

bus. Our arc

by the environment: chicfly garden-
ing (especially vegetables) in summer,
swimming, boating, and very recently,
golf; in winter, skiing, skating, curl-

Henry T. Pul:

"tie Lon5 Woy ArounJ"

Henry T. Putz joined the ranks of
benedicts on June 21, 1938, when he
was married to Miss Dolores Alice
Comerma  of Johannesburg, South
Africa.  Brother Putz, Gamma 32,
has been in South Africa for four
years, first with the Great Western
Gold Mining Company and then with
the Crown Mines, Ltd. He terminated
his services with the latter company
at the time of his marriage to accept
a position with the Golden Valley
Mine at Golden Valley, Gatooma,
Southern Rhodesia, Africa.

The couple took "the long way
around” from Johannesburg to South-
ern Rhodesia and had a very interest-
ing and enjoyable trip sceing some of
the wild game of Africa. The accom-
panying picture was made from a
snapshot taken of them in "the dark

Tcirs Nrsr Position, BriJe.

and "low-bush moose”,
or snowshoe hare.

University of Alaska, College, Alaska
September 29, 1938

Imagine going all the way to South
Africa to find a bride! Judging from
the picture Brother Putz knew what
he was doing.
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Brothers KarlDovis, Na W, anJ NeclAshton,

CDmicron 25, Win AwarlJs

In the recent contest sponsored by
the Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation,
two Theta Taus were among the 382
successful contestants who submitted
papers judged outstanding by a com-
mittee of eminent engincers. Papers
submitted were on the use of welding
on some project with which the author

cstimates made from the review of
the many papers, a saving of
$1,600,000,000 was possible by use
of welding in preference to other
methods.

Brother Davis® winning paper was
entitled "The Redesign and Fabrica-
tion of a Continuous Furnace Mechan-

ism". He estimated a 20 percent sav-
ing on this project by welding. Al-
though Vice-President of Tatc-Joncs
& Co., Inc., Brother Davis found time
to devote some one hundred hours to
the preparation of his paper.

Brother Ashton's paper was entitled
"The Economy of Electric Are Welded
Steel Plate Floors as Applied to Arc
Welded Bridges and Viaduets.” A fter
reviewing seven major bridge designs
he concluded that a 25 percent sav-
ing resulied from welding. The
thoroughness of Brother Ashton's paper
is indicated by the fact that he spent
about 750 hours on its preparation and
his preliminary study.

BeKoy Brown Reports on Interesting Feature of Cuhan Mine

For the past two and a half yea
1 have been Assistant Mine Superin-
tendent at Minas de Matahambre,
Cuba, where we mine 1250 tons of
copper ore daily. The mine has been

operating since 1912 and is the only
important copper producer in Cuba
An interesting feature of our opera-
tions is the complete cycle through
which the ore passes, as follows: the
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ore is mined by underground stoping
methods, hoisted to the surface, passed
through the primary crushing plant
and is conveyed to the mill by aerial
tram. At the mill the copper minerals
are scparated from the gangue by flo-
tation methods and the valueless mill
tails, in the form of sand, is returned
to the stopes for fill, flowing by
gravity through rubber lined pipes.
Thus the ore which may have been
mined 2000 feet below the surface,
remains out of the mine only long
enough for the operators to take out

Homes of Staff
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the desired minerals and it is then re-
turned underground again.

Matahambre is situated about 1SO
miles west of Havana, 8 miles inland
from the north coast. The town has
a population of about 5000 people and
there arc forty Americans. For re-
creation we have golf, swimming,
tennis, bascball, riding and the usual
social activities enjoyed by colonies of
Americans wherever they may be
gathered.

LeRoy T. BROWN, Gamma 26

Matahambre, Cuba

On the job underground
Writer'in background



I / ribute to Emgimeers

i Carter

ELL. I had written this out
s&/ because 1 am afraid 1 might
get nervous and not just say
what I want to say, and rest assured

for me” And that
was the way Howard
Hughes started off to
say what he wanted
to say about the flight
of himself and his four
companions around
the world, and he said
it into a microphone
on the steps of New
York City Hall at
noontime— that tradi-
tional spot where the
Eastern gateway of the
United States wel-
comes home so many
famous American sons.
He said what he had
to say after New
York turned out one
of those old-time kind of welcomes
that have neither been seen nor heard
since Wiley Post rode up Broadway.
Whistles, horns, bells and human
Voices combined into one bedlam of
a noise. Through the air, of course,
floated that traditional paper storm.
But it was not so much how Hughes
said what he did, but what he said.
For what he said has never been
said so bluntly, so pointedly and with
such simple directness by any other
flyer who flew to world acclaim. ‘Tm
not very good at making speeches.”

Boake Carter’,
cast of July 15, 1938,
relative to ‘the Hughe,
flight, wa. undoubtedly
missed by great num-
bers of engineer, and
engincerin
Because of his eloquent he

said he. "I've consented to make this
one only because there is one thing
about this flight that I would like

everyone to know. It v
It'S s the
carrying out of a care-
broad- ful plan.” And then
with that same kind

of dircctness that
carried him around
students. the world faster than
the
that he desired to "get
off his chest”—so to
speak. He refused to
accept the laurels of
the acclaim for him-
self or for his crew.
He gave the credit
with a simple earnest-
ness that banished all
suspicions of false
modesty, to the un-

heroes of aviation. And he did it this
way: "We who did it are entitled to
no particular credit. We are no super-
men. Any one of the airline pilots of
this Nation with any of the trained
Army and Navy navigators and com-
petent radio engineers of any of our
modem transports could have done the
same thing. The airline pilots of this
country, who, in my opinion are the
finest flyers in the world, meet much
worse conditions night after night
during the winter. AU we did was to
operate this equipment and plane ac-
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cording to the instruction books that
came with it. All the real credit is
due the test pilots, the draughtsmen,
the engineers, the mechanics, the clerks
and the held workers who through
all these years have made such flights
possible. ~ They get no ovation such
as this but they deserve it more than
we do. For them, the hours of back-
breaking work, the disappointments
and the heartaches. And if this flight
has given them any satisfaction in
realizing their work has been well
done, we are happy.” And that, if is
served aright the memory of this com-
mentator, who himself flew years ago,
this is the first occasion in connection
with the return of an American avi-
ation hero that tribute has been paid
so boldly, so directly, and so truly to
the engincering profession for major
credit of success. But why should
Hughes mention this point? Because
he is himself an cngincer, and he
knows all too well the stupendous
hours of labor, the immense brain-
work in higher mathematics that the
engineering profession of the United
States uses to conceive, to develop, all
the thousands and one things we lay
people utilize every day of our lives,
but about which we seldom give a
thought as to how they ever origin-
ated. It was Howard Hughes, the en-
gincer, perhaps, rather than the flyer,
who declared, with a trace of passion
in his words, that two hundred
thousand dollars of engincering and
test work had gone into the produc-
ing of this beautiful creation that he
and four companions flew around the
world so fast. The understanding for
which he was pleading among his lis-
teners was that he and his four men
simply sat at a machine and guided
it on its route, while the draughtsmen,
the engineers, the test pilots, the field

men, the clerks had spent months, nay,
years, designing and bringing to per-
fection the instrument which he and
his four fellows simply operated for
less than four days, to be therefore
acclaimed as supermen.  And when he
pleaded thus he lifted the corner of
a curtain obscuring a magnificent
achievement of what is probably onc
of the most modest and yet most effec-
tive professions of our civilized world.
And it is perhaps not improbable that

twenty or more men spent eight hun-
dred or a thousand hours of work per
week for cight or twelve months. in
the drafting rooms alone to produce
the ship that Hughes flew this week
It is these men who make what life
is around us today but never speak of
themselves— they're artists, these men
—creators. They consume hours upon
hours finding out how this may fit
just so into that and yet obtain the
greatest strength with the least weight
possible.  They have specialized know-
ledge. They use the specialized know-
ledge gained by thousands of engincers
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ahead of chem and the thousands of
formulae in higher mathematics that
must be consulted. One must take
the handbook and thumb through it
to obtain the information needed—
often to make even a start; informa-
tion that is gathered by other engi-
neers of a half a century of brain-
work and experimenting.  The engi-
neer must spend months crystallizing
what it is that is nceded in his mind
before he begins to plan on paper. He
must work out thousands of problems
concerning a plane that is safe, for
example, where the tortional vibrations
are to come; to relate those vibrations
of the motors to the structural
strength of the ship; work out where
the nodes come in cach wing, sce that
the peak of one vibration doesn’t hit
upon the peak of another— which, if
it did would mean something would
let go somewhere and a pilot might
die, perhaps. They must work out
conditions under which various metals
will erystallize, scek i

spent over that time in experimenta-
tion to design an instrument which,
say, you can now step up and buy for
a couple of hundred dollars and give
no thought as to how it arrived at its
cutrent point of super-efficiency. In
days long ago, wartime, when the
fighting forces of the nation needed
equipment, the best brains of the en-
gincering profession in the country
were then drafted into service and of
them was demanded conceptions with-
in three to six months, which ordi
narily would encompass five to six
years’ research.  Six years’ work, in
other words, had to be done in six
months!  National emergency pressure
was upon these men and day and
night they often sat at their drawing
boards and days upon end they fought
and battled with the exactitudes of
higher mathematics, and as the human
dynamo can stand only so much, so
can the brain stand only so much
flogging. The pressure at times made

of
metals that may prove the best for
what is nceded. ~ And then the hours
of disappointment with finding some-
times figures won't check, and of the
hours of sheer lashing of the brain; to
go all the way back to the beginning
and start afresh to find out why things
wouldn’t check. And Hughes' ma-
chine carried a board of instruments
which would make a modern sub-
marine commander pale with dismay.
Some of them are Army Air Corps
instruments still on the secret list,
testing.  And these enabled Hughes
to fly like an arrow from cach point
of taKeoff to point of landing. And
to the layman, they may look like a
confusing row of pretty clock faces,
but consider the mathematical genius
that has gone into sixty odd years of
research, and the millions of dollars

men go P y Yet was
there ever ticker tape tossed out of
skyscraper windows for them? Did
ever large throngs of cheering multi-
tudes meet them to acclaim them as
conquering heroes?  Never.  For the
reason that theirs is not the spectac-
ular, the color and the drama, that
catches the popular fancy. Theirs is
the drudgery, the exhausting labor of
the unromantic and prosaic drawing

board. Theirs is unexciting—to the
multitude, labor, plowing through
logarithms and calculi to find the

formulac for the constructor to fol-
low, so that the operator may operate
in spectacular fashion and thus be the
magnet for the cheers. The engineer
is the least public-acclaim conscious
among all human animals in the world
it seems. He creates and his mind,
body and soul is wrapped up in his
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artistry. He gives away labors where
other professionals gather vast  fees.
He slaves his brain out in conceptions.
He watches his brain child forming,
forming, taking shape. He sces at last
the finished job and he watches it.
Then a layman comes along, sces his
creation and brightly observes, "Oh,
isnt that pretty?” Then it is that
the engincer turns from being a dy-
namo into a human being and would
cheerfully commit murder. For it
bites his soul to realize that all the
heartaches, all the disappointments,
the joys, the hopes, the fears of
months, often years, sometimes life-
times of labor go unrecognized and
are merely summed up in the lay
phrase, "Oh, isn’t that pretty?” So
it was for these men, draftsmen, test
pilots, who must be the first to risk

RiJmrJR . Lymon. LomUa H
London Society

Brother Richard R. Lyman stood up
in the Hall of the Royal Society of
Arts last February and told the mem-
bers of the London Society what a
hopeless jungle the city was to both
newcomers and old. With true Theta
Tau spirit he offered not only criti-
cism, but a remedy.

He pointed out that many import-
ant firms have an address giving pnly
the name of the sitreet. The straitiger
looking for such a firm has the un-
pleasant and timti-consuming tasli of
looking over the business signs Gn a
mile or more of this street. To add
to his difficulty, London has 16,000
streets. known canly by names and
running in variotis and diverse diirec-
tions. Even old residents, Social
workers,, and bus:
nyarly dn hour in finding a nearby
address.

their necks on the products of the
draftsmen, that Howard Hughes was
pleading for in his short speech in New
York today. It was a speech that
should be understood for the depths
of its sincerity and it is a tribute to
Hughes that he should understand so
well and have no hesitation in asking
the lay mind of America to try and
understand who are the real heroes of
his performance. But then Hughes
is one of those men who belong to
that fraternity of men whose labors
go all t00 often unrecognized, un-
thanked and unsung. Yet we use the
products of their genius every day;
this microphone, your radio are but
two instances! That fraternity of
mankind whose members say of them-
selves so disarmingly, "Oh, I'm just
an engineer!”

onorary, Addresses the

Brother Lyman's remedy was that
already developed in Salt Lake City
and a few other cities, of putting
small letters on cach street sign in ad-
dition to the name of the street giving
the number of hundreds north, south,
cast, or west of the principal axial
streets.  He suggested using 1000
numbers per mile. Thus if an address
were 6280 North, one would know
that it was 625 miles north of the
east-west axial reference street. After
all streets were properly numbered, the
houses should be numbered. His plan
would provide a number for cach ten
lineal feet of street.

Whether or not this address will
cause the archaic address system of
London to be changed cannot be pre-
dicted, but that Brother Lyman’s sug-
gestion is sensible and economical is
beyond question.
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Interestins Letter to Michigan Tech M an from
A. I. Ferris, Beta I
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benefit of those assembled, the insig-
nificance of the Theta Tau misan-
thropes, their usclessness and burden
on society.

Therefore the commendable mem-
bers of the most laudable and praise-
worthy S. G. E. do challenge the ob-
noxious members of the detestable and
loathsome Theta Tau to a showdown
on the field of mortal combat on the
occasion of the Homecoming game.
The ducling weapons shall be "muck
sticks”!  Preparc yourselves accord-
ingly. odious children.

SIGMA G AMMA EPSILON

ACCEPTANCE
We, the exalted Theta Taus, have
heard rumors coming up from the
bowels of the carth (where ail slimy,
crawling, half-living forms of life ex-
ist) that the reverted protozoa, sons

DE PONTIBUS
A Statically Indeterminate Story

I stood on the bridge at midnight
A simple Pratt-truss span,

And my fingers were held fixed-ended
In the clasp of my love— dear Ann.

And 1 sighed as I there surveyed her,
My love so passing fair.

While a sportive wind load sudden
Caused ftensile stress in her hair.

of convicts who whisperingly acclaim
themselves as Sig Gams, are again
getting restless in their half-life, half-
dead world. Instead of demanding
from these causes of body lice that
they clevate themselves through some
yet unknown magic form of evolu-
tion up to our plane, we, the Theta
Tau, take great pity upon them and
will condescend to stoop to accept any
challenge they may incoherently and
unknowingly emit.” If, by some great
mistake, these nonentities have some-
thing resembling as much as a verte-
brate and can produce it, we shall lead
it by one of its limbs and show it the
ways of our modern world on the day
of Homecoming.

Theta Taus
Editor’s Note: According to the
chapter letter. Gamma made good its

"Ann, wilt thou walk beside me
“long life’s hard-surfaced road?

On my ribs’ spiral reinforcement
My heart sets up an impact load.”

"Oh Ann, beam thou upon my life

I pray thee do not dim it.”

And my joy, when she softly answered
"Yes”

Exceeded the elastic limit.

Author in Hiding
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THETA TAU'S YEAR

Despite ten years of reading chapter
letters and frequent misgivings as to
their value, the editors are much
pleased with those in this issue. Never,
in our memory, has so much spirit,
enthusiasm, and activity been appar-
ent in the chapters as we see reported
this fall. Some of this must be dis-
counted. of course, but nevertheless,
the large pledge groups. the numerous
activities, and the enthusiasm depicted
in the chapter letters must mean that
the fraternity is in a healthy condi-
tion this fall. Three very successful
regional conferences have been held
and reports indicate that all of the
delegates received new inspiration from
them. We see every indication that
this is Theta Tau’s year.

LARGEST CIRCULATION

This issue of THE GEAR will have
the largest circulation any GEAR has
received. Due to the fact that nearly
600 alumni have sent in GEAR sub-
scriptions with directory orders the
circulation has jumped to approxi-
mately 3000, a figure which ap-
proaches one-half the fraternity mem-
bership.  Inasmuch as the life sub-
seription plan did not go into effect
until 1930 this coverage indicates a
real interest on the part of the alumni
in their fraternity. Even life sub-
scribers must keep us advised of their

IOWA CITY. 10VA
Life Subscription S15.00

1938 NUMBER 1
correct address—a feat which we now
believe to be more difficult than carn-
ing a dollar.

This nearly fifty percent coverage

usually manifest toward their school
magazines and thus reflects creditably
upon the loyalty instilled into the
members of the fraternity by the

THE DIRECTORY

This issue of The Gear has fol-
lowed Topsy’s formula largely. It
‘just grew”.” Because of the enormous
amount of work entailed in drumming
up addresses of some 6600 Theta Taus
Ye Editors and staff have treated this
issue as a stepchild. However, many
alumni have provided interesting ar-
ticles and comment.

The directory statistics change
daily but at this writing the number
of correct addresses reccived is about
4100. Approximately 400 alumni arc
completely lost as far as this office is
concerned, and about 2100 have re-
ceived a circular but have not an-
swered, judging from the fact that
the circulars have not been returned
by the Post Office. It is this latter
group who will determine whether or
not the directory will be partially or

It is interesting to note that nearly
1200 Theta Taus have sent in advance
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orders for the new directory— nearly
30 percent of those who have replied.
To the many who have sent cash we
will say that individual acknowledge-
ments have not been sent due to the
time required and the expense involved
in so doing. The directory will serve
as an acknowledgement and should it
not be received the editors should be
notified

At the present time it is proposed
to close the lists at the end of Decem-
ber and print the directory in January.
Consequently the book should be in
the mail some time in February unless
it seems advisable to delay the schedule
in order to devote additional time to
securing more addresses.

On page 64 is a list of men with
whom we have lost contact. Should
any reader know the correct address
of any of these brothers, he can render
Theta Tau a real service by dropping
us a card giving this information

SHOULD AULD ACQUAINTANCE
BE FORGOT

Thanks to the campaign for Direc-
tory addresses, THE GEAR circulation
is greatly increased with this issue.
Not only did we relocate many life
subscribers who have been lost to us
for some time because of unreported
changed addresses, but also we re-
ceived a goodly number of term sub-

Letters
gm A
Please change my address from Alabama
Ahbmmtm)pany Humsvdlc s % o

e o ol e o pcsmm ‘of district
engineer for this district, which has approxi-

scriptions from brothers, many of
whom have been more or less out of
touch with the Fraternity for several

To all of you who are thus once
again in the fold we want to extend
our welcome.  We believe you will
find THE GEAR of today fundamen-
tally the same as of yesteryear, and
yet  containing some changes which
we hope you will agree are improve-
ments. The present brighter, gayer
covers lend greater attractiveness to
the magazine, and the newer type
styles and format increase its read-
ability, in our opinion. Again, in the
text we have tried to include more
personal write-ups and more news of
happenings within the Fraternity than
formerly, to the end that the maga-
zine may be more interesting and in-
formative to its readers.

We are hopeful that you will find
this old, yet new magazine appealing,
and that you will read it regularly to
keep yourself advised as to the ac-
tivities of Theta Taus and the Frater-
nity. Remember, it comes but twice
a year, 50 you have plenty of time to
read each issue and yet the complete
reading of cach number will require
but little of your year’s time.

P.S. We are still operating with-
out the services of a clairvoyant, so
if you move, think of THE GEAR and
send us your new address.

1 would like very much lo hear from some
of my Brothers of the Rho Chapter. 191J.
1 trust that they are geting along s wel
as

Yours in H & T, 3
D. M House, Rho '

Paging Rho 33's.
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On the Iron Ranges they ti
ory about the hard rock in the it
rhe Soudan formation is so hai
aces that at the end of an eight
ift one man is left behind to pu

; our averages are
is, below C level.

(Technical Description) "Rub
something which if your feet
you haven’t walked in the mu
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Gamma Plec/ges Develop Pants Retrievers
on A iines Campus
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Pi Finds Regional Meetings an Inspiration



THE GEAR OF THETA TAU






48 THE GEAR OF THETA TAU

s ir” "JrHom"comingbDance will be held on  ing M’ o a gra
November 19th in the main balloom®of jhe  ~~ * HOWARD'E. C

Upsilon Gets a Chapter Room

Lt 1
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Phi P merges from Crisis With a Hoi

of an'eTpert'on ham!
the thorough ~ ribbing"
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Cki Having Fine Professional /Meetings
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Psi Entertains Two of Tketa Taus Founders



Omega House  Vears a Three=foot Badge



12 THE GEAR OF THETA TAU

Camma Beta Boys Aiake Run on Candlesticks
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Alumni News
ALPHA
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GAMMA BETA

INVOICE To WORK DONE
To Solderying and repayrying

Apparently performed in the days ~ St. Joseph - ...
when low prices prevailed, the follow-  Screwying a nose on Ye Devil,
ing items of‘lnbm (some of which putting a home on hys hede,
=Lsr‘m

They appear in the records of a  fore and behynde, and making
church at Derbyshire. England. ane

£1:6:2



LOST ALUMNI

The following members are “lost” to the GEAR files. Will
each reader look over the list, particularly of his own chapter,
and send in the addresses of any of the men he knows. The in-
clusion of these men’s addresses will make the new directory
much more complete.
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KEEP US INFORMED OF YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS

Send to THE GEAR OF THETA TAU
211 Engineering Bldg. lowa CITy, Towa












