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N o v em b er 2 , 2009

M r. M ich ae l T . A b rah am , E x ecu tiv e  D irec to r 
T h e ta  T a u  P ro fessiona l E ng ineering  F ra te rn ity  
1011 S an  J ac in to , Suite  205 
A u stin , T X  78701

D ea r  M r. A braham :

G ree tings from  th e  V irg in ia  Po ly techn ic  In stitu te  a n d  S tate  U n iversity  C o lony  o f 
T h e ta  T a u . In  2006, a g ro u p  o f  eng ineering  s tuden ts  w h o  h a d  m et th a t p revious 
su m m er d ream ed  o f  a  w ay  to  n o t o n ly  k eep  th e ir  friendsh ip  strong , b u t a lso  to 
encou rage  pro fessiona l g row th  in  e ng ineering . T h e  resu lt w as a n  o rg an iza tio n  th a t 
h a s  e x p an d ed  considerab ly  from  th e  d ream s o f  its fou rteen  found ing  fathers. Since 
o u r  b irth  as a  co lony  o n  M arch  24, 2007, w e h av e  strived  to  create  a n  association  
th a t e m bod ies  th e  sp irit o f  T h e ta  T a u .

W e  h av e  c arv ed  a n  h o n o rab le  n am e  fo r ourselves o n  cam pus th ro u g h  various career 
fairs a n d  o rg an iza tio n  sh ow cases a n d  b y  p a r tic ipa ting  in  co m m u n ity  service activities 
such  as R elay  for L ife  a n d  T h e  Big Event. F o r  o u r  b ro th e rs  w e  h ost regular 
p ro fessiona l d ev e lo p m en t a n d  social events. O v e r th e  p ast tw o  years, w e  engaged  in 
tim e  m an ag em en t, goal-setting , a n d  resum e w ork sh o p s a n d  fostered  b ro th e rh o o d  by 
s ta rting  m o v ie  n ig h ts  a n d  g am e tou rn am en ts . W e  a lso  p artic ip a te  regularly  in 
cam p u s in tram u ra l sports. T o  p ro m o te  a  sense o f  fam ily  w ith  o u r  b ro thers  ou tside o f 
o u r  c o lony , w e visited  o u r  b ro thers  a t th e  K ap p a  G a m m a  c h ap te r o f  V irginia 
C o m m o n w ea lth  U n iversity , a tten d ed  th e  2008 N a tio n a l C onference  in  W ash ing ton , 
D .C ., a n d  ho sted  th e  2008 A tlan tic  R eg iona l C onference  o ne  y ea r ago . In  th e  future, 
w e  h o p e  to  o b ta in  a p e rm a n e n t h ead q u a rte rs  o r  c h ap te r h o u se  to  fu rther th is  sense o f 
b ro therhood .

D u e  to  o u r  c o n s tan t p resence a n d  spirit, w e ’ve g row n  to  fifty-five active m em bers 
w ith  a  c u rren t p ledge  class o f  ten . W e  a re  a  c lose-knit g ro u p  desp ite  o u r  large 
num ber. E ach  o f  o u r m em bers  h a s  d ed ica ted  large a m o u n ts  o f  tim e a n d  has invested 
m uch  o f  h is o r h e r  se lf  to  b u ild  a n  o rg an iza tio n  w hose  fu ture  is exceptionally  b right.
I  a m  e x trem ely  p ro u d  to  b e a  pa rt o f  th is  a n d  I am  very  excited  ab o u t w here  w e  are 
heading . I t  is o u r h o p e  th a t y o u  w ill recogn ize o u r  c om m itm en t a n d  ach ievem en ts by 
view ing  th is  p e titio n  in  a  favorab le  light.

Sincerely,

K a ra  Jo h n so n , R egen t 
V irg in ia  T ech  C o lo n y , ‘09





HISTORY OF THE VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC 
INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY

1851
O lin and Preston Institute established, a M ethodist academ y

1862
M orrill Land G rant A ct passed by C ongress. M uch debate takes place over the 
nex t few years as to  w hich school would receive the money. M any schools 
claim ed the m oney, and a m ultitude o f  options w ere taken into consideration. 
S ince the O lin and Preston Institute was struggling financially, its representatives 
asked Senator John E. Penn, who represented the Blacksburg District, fo r the 
grant. Penn agreed to  give them  the m oney under the term s that the institute 
reorganized itse lf into an agricultural and m echanical college.



1872

A fter m any years, Penn finally gained support in getting the bill passed which 
gave one-third o f the m oney to H am pton Normal and Industrial Institute for 
b lacks, and tw o-thirds to  the O lin and Preston Institute. G overnor W alker signed 
the bill on M arch 19, and the V irginia A gricultural and M echanical College was 
born.

1875

Tw elve students are aw arded three-year d iplomas 

Alum ni A ssociation is established

1886

The legislature establishes the V irginia A gricultural Experim ent Station at VAMC

1891

A thletic A ssociation is established

1892

B eginnings o f intercollegiate football

1896

A  change o f nam e to V irginia A gricultural and M echanical College and 
Polytechnic Institute (im m ediately shortened inform ally to  V irginia Polytechnic 
Institute)

VPI m otto adopted: "Ut Prosim " ("That I M ay Serve")

New school colors-C hicago m aroon and burnt orange

1907

Entrance to V PI in 1907 ( T h e  P r e s t o n  a n d  O lin  B u ild in g )

1921

U niversity president Julian A shby Burruss convinces the board o f v isitors to 
perm it w hite w om en to enroll at V PI, and five full-tim e women students do so

1936-40

The com pletion o f m assive new construction (of w hat would later be named 
B urruss Hall, Squires, Eggleston, Owens, Smyth, Hutcheson, H illcrest, Holden,



and o ther buildings), financed in large part by New Deal program s, transform s the 
V PI cam pus

1947-48

Enrollm ent first tops 5,000, propelled by the GI Bill

1953

Irving L. Peddrew  III enrolls as T ech 's first African A m erican student (and the 
first black undergraduate at a w hite land-grant school in the form er Confederate 
South)
Betty D elores Stough, T ech 's first fem ale Ph.D ., in parasitology

1960

W ar M em orial Chapel is com pleted to honor the fallen VPI soldiers o f W orld 
W ar II-and later o f all wars

1966

Six black w om en enroll a t VPI

1970

New name: V irginia P olytechnic Institute and State University 

Bachelor's degrees first top 2,000

1972

BOV approves recognized sorority-fratem ity system

1983

Blacksburg bus system  begins operation, reflecting the m uch larger num bers of 
students living o ff-cam pus
First on-cam pus fratem ity-sorority  houses com pleted 

1997-98

Virginia T ech, land-grant university and research institution, celebrates its 125th 
anniversary



ENGINEERING AT VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC 
INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY

Virginia T ech 's C ollege o f  Engineering is com prehensive. W e are the hom e to  a 

fourteen departm ents w ith som e 300 faculty, 5 ,500 undergraduate majors, and almost 

2 ,000 graduate students. W e have a strong reputation am ong our peers, and one reason is 

our innovative leadership in engineering education. In 1984 we becam e the first public 

institution to require our entering engineering students to own desktop com puters. In 

2003, the com puter requirem ent was changed from  a  desktop to  a  laptop, leading to many 

innovations in classroom  instruction and team  projects. Beginning w ith the freshman 

c lass o f 2006, engineering students are required to own T ablet PCs. O ur students and 

faculty  have been taking great advantage o f  the T ablet PC 's m any advanced teaching 

features such as the ability  to receive a copy  o f  the instructor's notes, including in-class 

electronic ink annotations.

O ur E ngineering Education research p rogram  w as featured along w ith Purdue's in 

the A SEE Prism  Sum m er 2006 edition.

W e are constantly  exploring the frontiers o f com puter technology in education. 

Y ou may have heard o f  V irginia T ech 's M ath Em porium  o r System  X, one o f  the top 15 

fastest supercom puters in the w orld, and the first such com puter to run at speeds faster 

than 10 teraflops.

Integrating concepts o f  green engineering into our curriculum  started more than a 

dozen years ago w hen only a handful o f engineering colleges in the country (public or 

private) included aspects o f sustainable engineering in coursework.

Virginia Tech student team s participate in m any exciting design com petitions - 

and w e tend to d o  extrem ely w ell. For exam ple, the V irginia Tech aerospace and ocean 

engineering students have won more aircraft, spacecraft and ship design aw ards than any 

o ther students in the country at the international group design com petitions sponsored by 

the A m erican Institute o f Aeronautics and A stronautics, m ajor aerospace industries, and 

the Society o f N aval A rchitects and M arine Engineers.



F or three years in a row, a  team o f  V irginia Tech engineering students won first 

place in the national M aterial H andling S tudent Design Com petition for their design o f an 

industrial facility. Sponsored by  the College-Industry C ouncil on Material Handling 

Education and M odern M aterials H andling  magazine, the com petition challenges 

students to solve a case-study facility design problem  in only five weeks.

Instead o f  starting a b ioengineering departm ent, we've hit on a very powerful and 

innovative w ay to engage in the fields o f bioengineering and biotechnology. About four 

years ago, we established a jo in t School o f  Biom edical Engineering and Sciences with 

W ake Forest U niversity, w hich has a  prem ier m edical facility. The school offers MS and 

Ph.D degrees.

V irginia T ech is part o f  a consortium  o f schools creating the National Institute o f 

A erospace (NIA), a m ajor research and education collaboration supported by NASA 

through the Langley R esearch C enter in Ham pton. O ther m em bers o f  the consortium  are 

U niversity o f  V irginia, A m erican Institute o f  A eronautics and Astronautics Foundation, 

G eorgia Tech, North Carolina S tate University, North C arolina A gricultural and 

T echnical S tate U niversity, and U niversity o f M aryland-College Park. Enrolled students 

m ay take classes from any o f the participating universities.

Here on cam pus w e're building the Institute for C ritical Technology and Applied 

Science (ICTA S) targeted to  becom e a m ajor, nationally prom inent "home" for high-end, 

interdisciplinary research in the physical and engineering sciences. The first ICTAS 

building will open in 2007. Academ ic program s and research focus areas are being 

assem bled in tem porary space in the interim .

U.S. N ew s & W orld R eport typically ranks o u r undergraduate program s between 

5th and 15th am ong all accredited engineering schools, and in the T op 10 am ong those at 

public universities.

Am ong the great polytechnics o f the US, an im pressive list w ith schools such as 

M IT, Caltech, G eorgia T ech, and RPI, known for their depth and breadth o f  technical 

education, V irginia T ech ranks in the top five.

This is only a few  o f  the m any exciting things going on in our college o f 

engineering and on  o u r campus.



HISTORY OF THE VIRGINIA TECH 
COLONY OF THETA TAU

A ugust Septem ber 7 , 2006 m arked the first m eeting o f Theta T au D elta and the 

birth o f  a fellow ship that w ill last its m em bers fo r the rest o f their lives. A  group o f 

young people aspiring to becom e engineers in their first year at V irginia Tech came 

together to establish a support group and to develop a  lasting bond. As word spread more 

m em bers were found and accepted into the group.

A s a  group w e w ere fortunate to receive the help  and support from  many. First o f 

all our group had the privilege o f hosting Mr. M ichael T. Abraham  in Septem ber 2006.

He helped to  guide us a long the p ath that we would need to follow in o rder to becom e the 

next colony o f  T heta  T au. This was an am azing opportunity and we w ere very 

appreciative.

The Kappa G am m a chapter w as also been an indispensable asset in the progress 

o f  our young group. They w ent o ut o f  their way to  provide inform ation and guidance,



aside from  m ultiple trips to o u r cam pus to  v isit and encourage us. Since that time, we 

have returned the favor by paying them  a visit at their institution. W e hope to do this 

m any m ore tim es in the future.

W e im m ediately began to organize more social, professional, and philanthropy 

events to  raise cam pus awareness o f  Theta T au. A lso, we w ere p reparing the frameworks 

to provide brothers w ith support during their process o f  becom ing full fledged engineers. 

Although w e had been together ju s t a  few  short m onths, our com bined efforts had made 

the goal o f colony and chapter status a  possibility.

On M arch 24, 2007, all o f  ou r w ork was proven its worth w hen we w ere initiated 

as an official co lony  o f T heta  Tau. G ratitude, excitem ent, pride, and jo y  were ju st a few 

o f the m any em otions we w ere feeling that day. Follow ing that day, w e have only 

continued to  w ork harder and grow as a group.

Shortly after the sixteen founding fathers were initiated, the colony was expanded 

by the addition o f the Rizzo Class. Although only tw o members, it was the beginning o f 

som ething great. Then the fall o f 2007, the  G arrison C lass w as added to the prestigious 

group. W ith six m em bers in th is group, the im provem ent was very apparent. Because we 

w ere such a new  organization, there w as so much upon which w e had to improve. Our 

greatest s trength at this tim e was realizing this and striving to m ake those improvements. 

In the spring o f  2008, our colony w ent on to add another pledge class, the Valeri Class. 

W ith five mem bers, this was a very im pressive p ledge class w ith its participation and 

determ ination.

W ith each passing sem ester, there w ere so m any lessons learned and knowledge 

gained. As a  result o f our hard work and determ ination, word about Theta Tau has begun 

to spread around o u r cam pus. T his w as evident in the fall 2008 sem ester when we had a 

very large num ber o f students interested in joining. W e w ent on to have a p ledge c lass o f 

fifteen mem bers. This is a  very exciting tim e for us not only because o f the num ber o f 

interested students but also because o f  the potential our m ost recent p ledge classes, the 

Faucher and D ow den C lasses. They have shown great enthusiasm  and worked very hard 

to earn the respect o f  the brothers. Several o f them have already assum ed chair positions 

in the short tim e they have been brothers.



Through all o f this, we have grown in a m ultitude o f other w ays. W e have become 

m ore involved in com m unity service and other philanthropic activities. W e have grown 

professionally w ith the p rofessional developm ent events we have held. W e have become 

involved in intram ural sports on cam pus. O n top o f  it all, we matured incredibly and 

grow n much closer a s a  group. Because o f  all this, we now  feel that we are ready to 

becom e an official chapter o f  Theta Tau.



CURRENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Regent

Kara Johnson

Vice Regent

M atthew James

Corresponding Secretary

John Draminksi

Scribe

Stephen Valeri

Treasurer

Angela W alker



CURRENT CHAIRMEN

Pledge Director

Mallory Barkdull

Professional Development

Matthew Dowden

Rush

Ashley Faucher

Petition

Alex Tucker

Event Planning

Kimberly W enger

Community Service

Tricia Middleton

Webmaster

Matthew Dowden

Brotherhood

Anneke Nelson

Fundraiser

Stephanie Butron

Academics

Michael Henley

Annual Report

Dan Rizzo

Athletics

Stephen Valeri

Publicity

Abby Watson



BROTHERS

Name: Daniel W . Rizzo 
H om etown: Buffalo, NY 

C lass: Founding Class, 2010 
M ajor: C ivil Engineering 
E-mail: danrizzo@ vt.edu

Name: Kevin L. Garrison 
Hometown: Bridgeton, NJ 

C lass: Founding C lass, 2010 
M ajor: M echanical Engineering 

E-mail: kg5kg@ vt.edu

Name: A shley E. Faucher 
H om etown: W inchester, VA 
Class: Founding C lass, 2010 

M ajor: Industrial System s Engineering 
E-mail: afaucher@ vt.edu

Name: Stephen M. Valeri 
Hom etown: Bridgeton, NJ 

Class: Founding C lass, 2010 
M ajor: C ivil Engineering 
E-mail: svaleri@ vt.edu

mailto:danrizzo@vt.edu
mailto:kg5kg@vt.edu
mailto:afaucher@vt.edu
mailto:svaleri@vt.edu


Name: M atthew R. Dowden 
H ometown: Falls C hurch, VA 
Class: Founding C lass, 2010 

M ajor: M echanical Engineering 
E-m ail: dow denm @ vt.edu

Name: John J. Draminski 
H om etown: Lansing, MI 

C lass: Founding Class, 2010 
M ajor: C ivil Engineering 
E -m ail: m inski@ vt.edu

Name: Alex M. Tucker 
Hom etown: Pennington Gap, VA 

Class: Founding Class 
M ajor: B iological System s Engineering 

E-mail: altuck@ vt.edu

Name: D om inic A. Liss 
H ometown: B irm ingham , MI 
Class: Founding C lass, 2010 

M ajor: Chem ical Engineering 
E-mail: liss@ vt.edu

mailto:dowdenm@vt.edu
mailto:minski@vt.edu
mailto:altuck@vt.edu
mailto:liss@vt.edu
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Name: Patrick H. Drury 
Hom etown: A lexandria, VA 

Class: Founding C lass, T ransfer to U.S. 
Naval A cadem y, 2011 

M ajor: Ocean Engineering 
E-mail: pdrurv@ vt.edu

Name: M atthew  R. C lark 
H om etown: W oolford, MD 

C lass: Founding Class, 2010 
M ajor: G eneral Engineering 

E-m ail: m rclark@ vt.edu

&
Name: Jason M. Zengulis 

H om etown: K ing G eorge, VA 
Class: Founding C lass, 2010 
M ajor: General Engineering 

E-mail: zengulis@ vt.edu

Name: Jos Barna 
Hometown: M ooresville, NC 
Class: Founding Class, 2010 

M ajor: C ivil Engineering 
E-mail: iosbam a@ vt.edu

mailto:pdrurv@vt.edu
mailto:mrclark@vt.edu
mailto:zengulis@vt.edu
mailto:iosbama@vt.edu


Name: R ick Salaverria 
H om etown: Som ers, NY 

C lass: Founding C lass, 2011 
Major: C om puter Science 

E-mail: rdsl81@ vt.edu

Name: Kim berly W enger 
H om etown: Jacksonville, FL 

Class: R izzo C lass, 2010 
Major: M echanical Engineering 

E-mail: kaweneer@ vt.edu

Name: C aitlin M cM anus 
H om etown: Fairfax, VA 
C lass: R izzo C lass, 2010 

M ajor: Chem ical Engineering 
E-mail: cm cm a06e@ vt.edu

Name: Brittany A. Barnes 
Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA 
Class: G arrison C lass, 2011 

M ajor: Chem ical Engineering 
E-mail: babam es@ vt.edu

mailto:rdsl81@vt.edu
mailto:kaweneer@vt.edu
mailto:cmcma06e@vt.edu
mailto:babames@vt.edu


Name: A l C avitt 
H om etown: Ticker, G A  

Class: G arrison C lass, 2010 
M ajor: C ivil Engineering 
E-mail: w acavitt@ vt.edu

Name: M att W. James 
Hometown: Sevem a Park, MD 

Class: G arrison Class, 2011 
Major: Electrical Engineering 

E-mail: m iam esl I @vt.edu

Name: Jeannie H ofm eister 
H om etown: Ridge, MD 

Class: Garrison C lass, 2011 
Major: C ivil Engineering 
E-m ail: ihofm 07@ vt.edu

Name: K ara A . Johnson 
Hometown: Spotsylvania, VA 

Class: Garrison Class, 2011 
M ajor: Electrical Engineering 

E-mail: kiohn89@ vt.edu

mailto:wacavitt@vt.edu
mailto:ihofm07@vt.edu
mailto:kiohn89@vt.edu


Name: A ngela D. W alker 
H om etown: Philadelphia, PA 
Class: G arrison Class, 2011 

M ajor: M echanical Engineering 
E-mail: aw alk07@ vt.edu

&
Name: M allory Barkdull 

Hometown: M idlothian, VA 
C lass: Valeri Class, 2011 

M ajor: C ivil and E nvironm ental 
Engineering 

E-m ail: m barkdu@ vt.edu

Name: B rett Heim 
Hometown: M echanicsville, VA 

C lass: Valeri Class, 2010 
M ajor: C ivil and Environmental 

Engineering 
E-mail: biheim 06@ vt.edu

Name: Lindsay Hockensmith 
Hom etown: Jam estow n, KY 

Class: Valeri C lass, 2010 
M ajor: M aterials Science and 

Engineering 
E-mail: lhock@ vt.edu

mailto:awalk07@vt.edu
mailto:mbarkdu@vt.edu
mailto:biheim06@vt.edu
mailto:lhock@vt.edu


Name: Paul M elin 
H om etown: San D iego, CA 

Class: Valeri Class, 2010 
M ajor: C ivil and Environm ental 

Engineering 
E-m ail: pm elin@ vt.edu

Name: David Bae 
Hometown: Fairfax, VA 

Class: Faucher C lass, 2011 
M ajor: C ivil Engineering 

E-mail: dbae@ vt.edu

Name: N ick Polliard 
H ometown: W estm inster, MD 

Class: Valeri C lass, 2011 
M ajor: E lectrical Engineering 

E-mail: polliard@ vt.edu

Name: M ichael H enley 
H ometown: Poquoson, VA 
Class: Faucher C lass, 2010 

M ajor: Aerospace Engineering 
E-mail: cm henlev@ vt.edu

mailto:pmelin@vt.edu
mailto:dbae@vt.edu
mailto:polliard@vt.edu
mailto:cmhenlev@vt.edu


Name: A llison Hoyt 
H om etown: Boyds, MD 

Class: Faucher C lass, 2011 
M ajor: M ining and M inerals 

Engineering 
E-mail: ahovt@ vt.edu

Name: Erin Mazza 
Hometown: Northport, NY 
Class: Faucher C lass, 2011 

M ajor: Electrical Engineering 
E-mail: em azza@ vt.edu

Name: M arw an M ahm oud 
Hom etown: A lexandria, Egypt 

Class: Faucher C lass, 2010 
M ajor: C ivil Engineering 

E-m ail: m ahm oudm @vt.edu

Name: Ju lia M ichel 
Hometown: Fairview  Park, OH 

Class: Faucher Class, 2012 
M ajor: Aerospace Engineering 

E-mail: iuliagm @ vt.edu

mailto:ahovt@vt.edu
mailto:emazza@vt.edu
mailto:mahmoudm@vt.edu
mailto:iuliagm@vt.edu


Name: Leem ay Nassery 
H ometown: Fairfax, VA 

Class: Faucher C lass, 2011 
M ajor: C om puter Science 
E-mail: leem inl I @ vt.edu

Name: JosephT aylor 
H ometown: Chesterfield, VA 

Class: Faucher C lass, 2011 
M ajor: C om puter Science 

E-mail: ioseph.tavlor2007@ vt.edu

Name: Brandon Smith 
H om etown: Jacksonville, FL 
C lass: Faucher C lass, 2010 

M ajor: C om puter E ngineering 
E-mail: bsm ith04@ vt.edu

Name: Koray Tosunoglu 
H ometown: Izmir, T urkey 
Class: Faucher C lass, 2011 

M ajor: Biological System s Engineering 
E-mail: koravt@ vt.edu

mailto:ioseph.tavlor2007@vt.edu
mailto:bsmith04@vt.edu
mailto:koravt@vt.edu


Name: Katelyn W aldeisen 
Hom etown: Davidson, NC 
Class: Faucher C lass, 2012 

Major: Engineering Science and 
M echanics 

E-mail: kmwald@ vt.edu

Name: Kenzie W elch 
H om etown: Pittsford, NY 
Class: Faucher C lass, 2011 
M ajor: General Engineering 

E-mail: kenzie@ vt.edu

Name: R ebeccaZ apata  
H ometown: Arlington, VA 
Class: Faucher C lass, 2011 

M ajor: Engineering Science and 
M echanics 

E-mail: rgzapata@ vt.edu

Name: B enjam in Anderson 
H om etown: Chesapeake, VA 
Class: Dowden Class, 2011 

M ajor: C ivil Engineering 
E-mail: croft920@ vt.edu

mailto:kmwald@vt.edu
mailto:kenzie@vt.edu
mailto:rgzapata@vt.edu
mailto:croft920@vt.edu


Name: Vivian Bui 
H om etown: M clean, VA 

Class: Dowden Class, 2012 
Major: B iological System s Engineering 

E-mail: vivbui@ vt.edu

Name: Natalie Forella 
H ometown: Annadale, VA 
Class: D ow den C lass, 2010 

M ajor: M echanical Engineering 
E-mail: natcfor@ vt.edu

Name: Stephanie Butron 
H ometown: Springfield, VA 
Class: D ow den C lass, 2012 

M ajor: A erospace E ngineering 
E-mail: sbutron@ vt.edu

Name: A ngie Foy 
Hometown: Roanoke, VA 

Class: Dowden Class, 2012 
M ajor: Chem ical Engineering 

E-mail: aneie27@ vt.edu

mailto:vivbui@vt.edu
mailto:natcfor@vt.edu
mailto:sbutron@vt.edu
mailto:aneie27@vt.edu


Name: Brian G raeser 
H om etown: D ayton, OH 

C lass: D ow den Class, 2011 
M ajor: Chem ical Engineering 

E -m ail: bgraeser@ vt.edu

Name: Patricia M iddleton 
H ometown: N ew  O rleans, LA 

Class: Dowden Class, 2012 
Major: Ocean and A erospace 

Engineering 
E-mail: pm iddleton@vt.edu

Name: Brendon Kargl 
Hom etown: H ebron, CT 

Class: Dowden Class, 2012

Name: Anneke Nelson 
Hometown: Lexington, VA 
Class: Dowden Class, 2012

M ajor: M echanical Engineering 
E-mail: bkargl79@ vt.edu

Major: General Engineering 
E-mail: aknelson@ vt.edu

mailto:bgraeser@vt.edu
mailto:pmiddleton@vt.edu
mailto:bkargl79@vt.edu
mailto:aknelson@vt.edu


Name: Katie Reekes 
Hom etown: B lackstone, VA 
Class: Dowden Class, 2012 
Major: G eneral Engineering 

E-mail: katie02@ vt.edu

Name: C hris Stack 
H ometown: M ontpelier, VA 
Class: D ow den Class, 2012 

M ajor: C om puter E ngineering, 
E conom ics 

E-mail: cstack l2@ vt.edu

Name: M elinda Stallings 
H ometown: Sm ithfield, VA 
Class: Dowden C lass, 2012 

M ajor: M echanical Engineering 
E-mail: melin08@ vt.edu

Name: R ob Starego 
Hometown: Bayville, NJ 

Class: Dowden Class, 2011 
Major: C ivil Engineering 
E-mail: rstarego@ vt.edu

mailto:katie02@vt.edu
mailto:cstackl2@vt.edu
mailto:melin08@vt.edu
mailto:rstarego@vt.edu


Faculty  Advisor

Name: Abigail W atson 
H om etown: Alexandria, VA 
Class: Dowden C lass, 2012 

M ajor: C ivil Engineering 
E-mail: abbvw89@ vt.edu

Tucker Pledge Class

Jacob Buttz 
G ina Cruz 

V anessa D avis 
Shawn Furrow 
Ahed Gondal 

C hris Reddersen 
C hip Senkbeil 
A vneet Singh 

N athan T hom as 
M att Topping

Scott L. Hendricks 
330 N orris Hall 

Blacksburg, VA 24061 
(540) 231-7154 
hndrxsl@ vt.edu

Education 
B.A., Physics, U niversity o f Utah, 1974

Ph.D., Engineering Physics, University 
o f V irginia, 1979

Interests 
D ynamics, Vibrations, System 
Identification, H ydrodynamics, 

Stability, C haos

mailto:abbvw89@vt.edu
mailto:hndrxsl@vt.edu


__________ PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

W orkshops

Interview Workshop 

Parliamentary Procedure 

Resume Workshop 

Self Evaluation: Personal Goals 

Time Management 

Preparing for Career Fairs 

Professional Attire 

Note-taking 

Procrastination 

The Final Stretch

Marketing

Summer engineering program 

Announcements in classrooms 

Setting up table on campus 

Information sessions 

Organization showcase 

Gobblerfest 2008



Networking

Association with other 
organizations

Participation in Engineering EXPO 
and other career fairs

Campus career center

Close ties with engineering faculty 
and staff

Other Professional Development

Study sessions 

General meetings 

Committee meetings 

Creation o f colony bylaws 

Speaker series 

Fundraisers



_________________ VOLUNTEER WORK

Community Service

Campus clean-up

Big Event

Engineering EXPO

M oving and sorting books for local 
middle school

Pen pals

Habitat for Humanity 

Tutoring at elementary school 

Clothing drive

Fundraising

Relay for Life

Fundraiser for Relay for Life 

“Take it to the Max”

Date auction



SOCIAL EVENTS

B rotherhood and Bonding

Movie nights 

Camping 

Dodgeball 

Skating/laser tag 

Board game/poker nights 

Visiting other chapters 

Regional Conferences 

National Conference 

Fraternity formal 

Intramural sports 

“Guys Night”

Barbeques

Tailgating

Rock Band competition

Paintball

Wing Nights
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Rush

M ovie nights 

Lunch/dinner outings 

Themed parties 

Visual resumes 

Ice cream social 

Hot cocoa info sessions 

Wing nights 

Scavenger hunt 

Team sports 

Tailgating 

Super Bowl party 

Bowling 

Hiking

' ■ ' I  i



FOUNDING FATHERS

"Whatsoever thy handfindeth to do, do it with thy might. ” 
-Ecclesiastes 9:10

Picture taken prior to colony certification ceremony.

From left to right: (Front row) Steve Valeri, Kevin Garrison, Ashley Faucher, 
Dominic Liss, (Second row) Ben Jablonski, Jos Bama, Dan Rizzo, Craig Keys, 
Dawit M uluneh, Gabe Goldman, (Third Row) Matthew Clark, Matthew Dowden, 
Alex Tucker, John Draminski, (Fourth row) Rick Salaverria, Jason Zengulis, 
Patrick Drury.



W e, the m em bers o f the colony o f  Theta  Tau at V irginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, do hereby petition the Theta Tau Professional Engineering F raternity for chapter 
status.

We, the undersigned, were all currently enrolled in the engineering departm ent at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State U niversity at the tim e o f  initiation and have no affiliation with 
any organization considered to  be com petitive w ith Theta Tau.

Role # Brother Signature

Daniel Rizzo

2 . Kevin Garrison

4.

3.

A shley Faucher

Steve Valeri

5. M atthew Dowden

6 . A lex Tucker

7. John Draminski

8 .

Jason Z engulis

Patrick Drury



Dominic Liss

Rick Salaverria

Jos Bam a

C aitlin M cM anus

Kim berly W enger

Brittany Barnes

Al C avitt

Jeannie H ofm eister

M athew James

K ara Johnson

A ngela W alker

u ,
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26. M allory Barkdull

27. Brett Heim

28. Lindsay Hockensm ith

29. Paul M elin

30. N ick Polliard

31. D av idB ae    ^ ____________

3 ,  M ichael Henley

33. A llison Hoyt
-M k m x j  k

34. M arwan M ahm oud

35. Erin M azza

36. Ju lia Michel

37. Leem ay N assery , , .

uim i x



Joseph Taylor

Koray Tosunoglu

Katelyn W aldeisen

Kenzie W elch

R ebecca Z apata

Benjam in A nderson

Vivian Bui

Stephanie Butron

Natalie Forella

Angie Foy

A a i c w -



Brendon Kargl

Patricia Middleton

A nneke Nelson

K atie Reekes

C hris Stack

M elinda S tallings

Rob Starego 

Abigail W atson

m n L
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T H E T A  T A U C EN TRA L O FFICE

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY 1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205
Austin, TX 78701 

Phone: 512/472-1904 Fax: 512/472-4820 
Internet: Central.Office@ThetaTau.org 

Web: www.ThetaTau.org

Novem ber 2, 2009

M em bers o f  Theta Tau

D ear Brothers:

I am  pleased to write in support o f  the petition from  the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State U niversity C olony o f Theta Tau to  becom e a C hapter o f Theta Tau.

After receiving an em ail from  Dan Rizzo in late A ugust o f 2006, I began com m unication 
with him  regarding starting a chapter o f Theta Tau at V irginia Tech. As soon as the 
school year was underway, they began diligently pursuing those goals and asked 
pertinent questions o f the Central Office along the way. W hile working toward this goal, 
they also cam e to know G abriel G oldm an o f  Kappa Gam m a chapter who is now in 
graduate school at V irginia Tech.

I am  im pressed with the enthusiasm  and effort the members have shown. They have 
done a very good jo b  in the recruitm ent o f m em bers and organization o f their group, and 
have been a full partner in the activities o f  their Region and nationally. They have 
worked diligently to achieve im portant goals for a new fraternity and are fully involved in 
the engineering student life on campus.

I believe this group has the potential to be a valuable asset to Theta Tau, and I 
recom m end your approval o f their petition for chapter status.

In H and T ,

WuJLJSjJLhL-
M ichael T. Abraham 
Executive D irector

mailto:Central.Office@ThetaTau.org
http://www.ThetaTau.org


October 5 , 2009

Mr. M ichael T. A braham , Executive D irector 
Theta T au Professional Engineering Fraternity 
1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 
Austin, T X  78701

D ear Mr. Abraham:

The student members o f Theta Tau at V irginia Tech U niversity have worked very hard 
over the last 2.5 years to  establish the colony and to  p rom ote its growth and vibrancy. As 
the faculty adviser fo r the last year I have watched their efforts w ith adm iration and 
respect. The colony has grown to the point w here I can recom m end that they be 
allow ed to  becom e a full chapter in Theta Tau.

Virginia T ech has the largest population o f student engineers in the C om m onw ealth o f 
Virginia. It is past tim e fo r us to have a chapter o f Theta Tau. I am confident that the 
engineering students at V irginia T ech have the fortitude and determ ination needed to 
prom ote and grow the chapter. The leadership, o rganizational and social opportunities 
that T heta  Tau will provide to  our engineering students w ill reap m any dividends as our 
students go into the world to serve in m any capacities within the engineering community.

These students have the full support o f  the faculty at Virginia T ech and I encourage you 
to look favorably on their application.

Scott L. Hendricks 
Associate Professor 
Engineering S cience and M echanics 
Virginia T ech University 
Blacksburg, VA 24061

Sincerely,



T H E T A  T A U
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY

KAPPA G A M M A  C HAPTER 

stuart.kardian@thetatau.org

September 9 ,2009

Dear Brothers o f Theta Tau:

I am  honored to  write in support o f the petition from the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
S tate University Colony o f Theta Tau to  become a  Chapter o f Theta Tau.

W hen I first heard about a colony of Theta Tau forming at Virginia Tech, a flashback of 
memories flooded my mind reminding m e o f vivid late night conversations held amongst the 
thinkers and dreamers o f  my Chapter. Every idea, every goal, every essence o f Brotherhood 
that we imagined, this group has met and far exceeded. I have seen this group grow from a 
small band o f young engineers, to  one of the strongest and largest groups within the Atlantic 
R egioa

During the Fall o f 2008, the Virginia Tech Colony volunteered, and hosted an incredibly 
successful Atlantic Regional Conference with over one hundred Brothers in attendance. 
They truly set the stage, as each Regionals since has continued to grow and build upon the 
foundations set by our Colony Brothers.

This group is already a valuable asset to Theta Tau, and I recommend you approve their 
petition for Chapter status.

In H  and T,

Stuart Kardian, Atlantic Regional Director 
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T H E T A  T A U  K A PPA  G A M M A  CH A PTER

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY William.C.Kerr.Jr@gmail.com
(703) 967-9809

Septem ber 15,2009

D ear Brothers,

I  write to you today in support o f  the Chapter Petition put forth by  the Colony o f  Theta T au 
at V irginia Polytechnic Institute.

As a m em ber o f  KT it has been our pleasure to  visit the Virginia Tech Colony on several 
occasions. O n each visit I have noted their continuous improvement in all areas w ith special 
em phasis o n  Rushing. Even at this early stage, they have been able to continually out-recruit their 
primary rival, AO E, w ith an effective and evolving rush program. Their emphasis on this critical 
area has allowed them to expand their colony to a respectable 54 members, w hich puts them as one 
o f  the largest 0 T  entities in the A tlantic Region. The ability to identify success paths and align their 
organization to support such plans, is another o f  the C olony’s strong suits.

Virginia Tech Colony members are a group o f  driven individuals bonded together by  an 
in tense desire to  succeed. It is this desire that keeps them  actively seeking ways to improve. 
Regionals, in Fall 2008, was hosted by the Colony and provided a test o f  their maturing 
organizational skills. By volunteering  for this event, they announced to  the Region that they had the 
guts to  throw-down in one o f  the m ost highly visible forums possible. By succeeding at this event, 
they impressed the A tlantic Chapters and stepped one stage closer to the ultim ate goal o f  obtaining 
Chapter status.

Today w e are poised with the question o f  allowing this Colony into the fold. Having 
observed them  on their journey, starting even before they w ere a  colony, I assure you these m embers 
have toiled long and hard for the honor o f  becom ing Brothers o f  Theta Tau. A nd w e would be 
privileged to  have them.

In H a n d T ,

Billy Kerr 
K appa Gam m a ‘08 
#56 WW! XX!! ZZ! TT!
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