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T h e ta  Tau Colony

College of E ng in eering  

U niversity  of W iscon sin -P la ttev ille



Ja n u a ry  1 5 . 1975

E x e cu tiv e  C oun cil 
T heta Tau P r a te r n ity

C entlem eni

I am d e e p ly  g r a t i f i e d  to  apeak on b e h a l f  o f  th e  U n iv e r e ity  o f  
W isconsin  -  P l a t t e v i l l e  C olony t o  ask fo r  your c o n s id e r a t io n  
t o  have C hapter s t a tu s  o f  Theta Tau.

On Way 6 , 1973 , we were gra n ted  C olony s t a t u s  o f  T heta Tau. From 
t h i s  t im e , we have s t r iv e d  to  uphold th e  theme o f  T heta Tau1 We 
have made o th e r  s tu d e n ts  on campus a s  w e l l  a s  th e  community o f  
P l a t t e v i l l e  aware o f  our endeavors a s  b e in g  members o f  a  p r o f e s s io n a l  
o r g a n iz a tio n  known as Theta Tau.

I f e e l  a t  t h i s  t im e th e  Mu B eta C olony Of T heta Tau a t  U.W. -  P l a t t e v i l l e ,  
i s  prepared t o  be gran ted  C hapter s t a t u s .  A U  th e  members o f  our 
C olony ask fo r  your fa v o ra b le  d e l ib e r a t io n  o f  our p e t i t i o n  t o  be 
r e c o g n iz e d  a s  Nu Beta C hapter o f  T heta Tau.

Thank you.

R e s p e c t fu lly  y o u r s ,

' ttixL&Aj 
Kenneth G. F r i e s ,  P r e s id e n t  
Mu B eta C olony  
Theta Tau F r a te r n ity

K G FAgf



PETITION
W e, th e  u n d ersigned , do  h e re b y  p e titio n  T heta  T au  F ra te rn ity  fo r a ch a r te r  

as an  active  c h a p te r  o f  T h e ta  T a u  F ra te rn ity  a t U niversity  o f  W isconsin- 
P la ttev ille .

We h e re b y  pledge th a t th e  undersigned  a re  a ll p re se n tly  en ro lled  in  the  
College o f  E ngineering  a t U n ive rsity  o f  W isconsin-P latteville and  have no  a ffili­
a tio n  w ith  a n y  o rg an iza tion  co m p etitiv e  w ith  T h e ta  T au  F ra te rn ity .
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C harter M embers
T h o m as R . A m on 
E lk h o m 1 W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
G ra d u a ted  D ecem ber 1973 
A lum nus

ASCE
G E O D E

D avid R . Bloom  
L o y a l, W isconsin 
M ining E ngineering  
G ra d u ated  D ecem ber 1974  
A lum nus

K eith  K . Corso 
K en o sh a , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Q ass  o f  D ecem ber 1975 
G PA  - 2 .7 6

ASCE
G E O D E

G erald  L . Dassler 
C leveland , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Q ass  o f  M ay 1975 
G PA  - 3 .96

K en n e th  G . F ries 
M e q u o n , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Q ass o f  D ecem ber 1975 
G PA  - 2 .37

A SCE
G E O D E

H aro ld  J .  J e b en s  - F a c u lty  A dvisor 
P la ttev ille , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Q a ss  o f  Ju n e  1963  
R eceived BSC E , M SC E , P h . D . a t 

T he U n ive rsity  o f  W isconsin-M adison

A ssoc ia tion  o f  E nv iro n m en ta l 
E ngineering  P ro fesso rs 

A SCE
W ater P o llu tio n  C o n tro l F e d e ra tio n

Jo h n  R . L arson  
S u p e r io r , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Q a ss  o f  M ay 1975  
G PA  -



Jo h n  T . M cK innon 
A m b o y , Illinois 
Civil E ngineering  
G ra d u a ted  M ay 1974 
A lum nus

R o b e r t J .  M cKelvey 
L an c as te r , W isconsin 
M ining E ngineering  
Q ass  o f  D ecem ber 1975 
G PA  -

T ary n  S . Nall 
B ro w n to w n , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Class o f  D ecem ber 1975 
G PA  - 3 .67

D aron  F . Pa triquen  
O rfo rd v ille , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Class o f  M ay 1975 
G PA  - 2 .8 6

P e te r W. Shefte  
Janesv ille, W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Class o f  D ecem ber 1975 
G PA  - 2.81

R o b e r t W. S ten stro m  
R o c k fo rd , Illino is 
Civil E ngineering 
Class o f  M ay 197 5 
G PA  - 3 .08

ASCE
G E O D E

AIM E

A SCE
GEO D E
Phi E ta  Sigma

ASCE

ASCE

ASCE



A dditional M embers
Jo h n  I . B o ld t A SCE
P lattev ille , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Class o f  D ecem ber 1976
G PA  • 2 .2 0

R an d y  J .  G ovier AIM E
L ancas ter, W isconsin
M ining E ngineering
Class o f  M ay 1976
G PA  • 2 .5 0

Je ffe ry  J .  J .  M antes 
M ilw aukee, W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Class o f  M ay 1976 
G PA  - 2 .75

R o b e r t W. T am m inen  
W ausau, W isconsin 
M ining E ngineering  
Q ass  o f  M ay 1976  
G PA  - 3 .1 0

R icha rd  R . T ubes ing  ASCE
B rook fie ld , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Class o f  M ay 1976
G PA  ■ 2 .6 0

D onald  R . Tuggle 
M adison , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
C lass o f  M ay 1976  
G PA  - 3 .33

R a lph  E . V oste rs  ASCE
A p p le to n , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Q ass  o f  A ugust 1975
G PA  - 3 .85



W illiam  A . G raves 
B e lm on t, W isconsin 
A gricu ltu ra l E ngineering 
Class o f  M ay 1976 
G PA  • 3 .7 4

D ouglas G . G rovesteen  ASCE
M errill, W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Class o f  D ecem ber 1975
G PA  ■ 2.97

S teven  J . H icks AIM E
M adison , W isconsin
M ining E ngineering
Class o f  M ay 1977
G PA  ■ 2 .65

R ichard  D . K ow alski 
W aukesha, W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Class o f  D ecem ber 1976 
G PA  - 2 .6 0

G reg J . L u e lo ff  
V alders , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Class o f  D ecem ber 1976 
G PA  - 3 .0 0

Paul R . P ro b st ASCE
M ad ison , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Class o f  D ecem ber 1976
G PA  • 3 .23

G eorge  J .  P ru c h n o fsk i ASCE
M enasha , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
C lass o f  D ecem ber 1975
G PA  -

Je ffe ry  W . Schiela 
R io R a n ch o , N ew  M exico 
In d u stria l E ngineering  
Class o f M a y  1976  
G PA  - 2 .5 0



W illiam  A ngoli 
M anitow ac , W isconsin

ASCE

Civil E ngineering  
Q a ss  o f  M ay 1977 
G PA  - 2 .0 0

Je ffe ry  L . K ronser 
A p p le to n , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Q a ss  o f  M ay 1977 
G PA  - 3 .9 4

R o n a ld  J .  Leja 
A b ram s, W isconsin 
A gricu ltu ra l E ngineering  
Q ass o f  M ay 1977  
G PA  - 3 .75

P e te r  G . R am m er ASCE
Sheboygan  Falls , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Class o f  M ay 1975
G PA  • 3 .3 6

R icha rd  L . S a n fo rd  F a c u lty  A dvisor AJME 
P la ttev ille , W isconsin 
M inerals E ngineering  
Q ass o f  Ju n e  1963 
R eceived BS a t  th e  U n ive rsity  o f  

W isconsin-P la ttev ille , MS & PhD  
a t Pennsy lvania  S ta te  U niversity

R o b e r t R . D raeger A SCE
Janesv ille , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Class o f  D ecem ber 1977
G PA  - 2 .0 0

D oug L . H o lm berg  
S p r in g b ro o k , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
C lass o f  M ay 1976 
G PA  - 3 .2 0



C harles H . Jo h n s  ASCE
P lattev ille , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Class o f  D ecem ber 1977
G PA  - 3 .3 6

L auren  W . Laabs 
E u rek a , W isconsin 
C lass o f  M ay 1976 
M echanica l E ngineering  
G PA  -

R icha rd  M. R up iper 
P la ttev ille , W isconsin 
Civil E ngineering  
Class o f  M ay 1976 
G PA  - 2 .95

W ilm er R . S m ith  ASCE
S uring , W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Q a ss  o f  D ecem ber 1976
G PA  - 2 .20

A ndrew  M . W olf, J r .  ASCE
W est A llis, W isconsin
Civil E ngineering
Class o f  M ay 1976
G PA  - 3 .67

*G PA  - A ccum ula tive  G rade  P o in t Average 
(A = 4 , B = 3 , C = 2 , D = I , F=O)

*A IM E - A m erican  In s titu te  o f  M ining a n d  M etallu rg ica l E ngineering

*A SC E - A m erican  S o c ie ty  o f  Civil E ngineers

*G eode  - E ngineering  M agazine o f  U n iversity  o f  W isconsin-P latteville



M embers Of The Colony Of T heta Tau

F irst ro w  0 -  to  r .)  K en  F rie s , Jo h n  L arso n , R an d y  G ov ie r, R a lph  V oste rs , 
Pe te  S h e f te , Je rry  D assler, Bob S te n s tro m , G reg  L u e lo ff  a n d  D r. H aro ld  Jebens. 
Second  ro w  (I- to  r .)  R ussell K en se th , P e te  R a m m e r, Bill G raves, D ick  
T ubes in g , C h u c k  Jo h n s , W illiam  A ngoli, J e f f  K ro n ser and  T a ry n  N all.

F irs t ro w  (I. t o  r .)  D aro n  P a tr iq u e n , R o n  L e ja , J e f f  F o w le r, R ay  S m ith , 
Jo h n  B o ld t, R ich a rd  K ow alsk i, S teve  H icks, a n d  P au l P ro b s t. Second  ro w  
(I. to  r .)  D on  T uggle, J e ff  S ch ie la , K e ith  C o rso , Bob T am m in e n , D oug  H olm - 
b e rg , R ich a rd  R u p ip e r , L au re n  W . L aabs, R o b e r t D raeger a n d  D oug G rovesteen .

N o t p ic tu re d , G eorge  P ru c h n o fsk i , B ob  M cK elvey, D r. R ich a rd  S a n fo rd , 
A ndy  W olf a n d  J e f f  M antes .





History Of The
U niversity Of W isconsin

At P latteville
O rig in  of th e  U n iv e rsity  of W isco n sin -P la ttev ille  can  be tra c e d  to  the  

P la tte v ille  A cadem y , founded  in 1842. T he A cadem y  b e c a m e  a  S ta te  
N orm al School in 1866, w ith  th e  p r im a ry  func tion  of p re p a r in g  te a c h e rs . 
T h e  N o rm al School h a d  a n  in itia l en ro llm en t of 99 a n d  a  facu lty  of five.

T e a c h e r  educa tio n  w as s till th e  d o m in an t ro le  of th e  School, w hen , in 
1927, the  n am e  w as ch an g ed  to  P la tte v ille  S ta te  T e a c h e rs  C ollege a n d  a 
b ache lo r of sc ien ce  d e g re e  in educa tio n  w as f ir s t  o ffered . In  1951, the 
P la tte v ille  S ta te  T e a c h e rs  C ollege b ecam e  th e  W isconsin S ta te  College, 
P la tte v ille , recognizing  th e  ad d ition  of l ib e ra l a r t s  co u rse s  to  th e  
c u rricu lu m . T his co llege  m e rg e d  w ith  th e  W isconsin  In s ti tu te  of 
T echnology  in 1959, com bin ing  te a c h e r  ed u ca tio n , l ib e ra l a r t s  and  
eng in ee rin g  in one in stitu tion .

T h e  U n iv e rsity  ado p ted  th e  n am e , W isconsin  S ta te  U n iversity - 
P la ttev ille , in 1964. S ince th e  m e rg e r  of 1971 it is know n a s  U W -P. I t  is 
m ad e  up  of a g ra d u a te  school a n d  six  u n d e rg ra d u a te  co lleges: 
A gricu ltu re , A rts an d  S c iences, B u sin ess  a n d  E co n o m ics, E d u ca tio n , 
E n g in ee rin g  a n d  In d u stry .

T he 350 a c re  c a m p u s  of U W -P is  m a d e  up  of 11 re s id e n c e  h a lls  a n d  16 
m a jo r  bu ild ings, inc lud ing  B rig h am  H all, D oudna H all, G lenview  
C om m ons, H ea tin g  P la n t,  K a rrm a n n  l ib ra ry , M ain  H all, M ain ten an ce  
B uilding, O tten sm an  H all, P io n e e r  T ow er, R o u n tre e  H all, R usse ll H all, 
S tuden t C en te r, U llrich  H all, W a rn e r  H all a n d  W illiam s H ea lth  an d  
P h y s ica l E d u ca tio n  B uild ing . A new  s ta d iu m  w as  d e d ic a te d  in  Sept- 
tem b er, 1972.

T h e  U n iv e rs ity  of W isco n sin -P la ttev ille  is a  m e m b e r  of th e  A m erican  
A ssociation  fo r C olleges fo r T e a c h e r  E d u ca tio n , th e  A ssoc ia tion  of S ta te  
C olleges a n d  U n iv e rs itie s  a n d  th e  A m erican  A ssoc ia tion  of U n iv e rsity  
W om en. I t  is  a c c re d ite d  by  th e  N o rth  C en tra l A ssoc ia tion  o f C olleges a n d  
S eco n d a ry  Schools, th e  N a tiona l Council fo r  A cc red ita tio n  of T e a c h e r  
E d u ca tio n  a n d  the E n g in e e rs ' Council fo r P ro fe ss io n a l D evelopm en t.



History Of The C ollege Of Engineering
T h e  en g in e e r in g  d iv ision  a t  U W -P la ttev ille  g o t o ff to  a  s t a r t  in 1853 

w hen it w as  found  th a t th e re  w e re  lead  d ep o sits  a ro u n d  P la tte v ille  
S u rv ey s  of th e  la n d  fo r lead  con tinued  u n til 1897. I t  w as  d ec ided  th a t 
P la tte v ille  w ould be a good p la c e  to  fu r th e r  le ad  m in in g  tech n iq u es, and  
a t  th e  s a m e  tim e  to p rov ide  sp ec ia l tra in in g  in e n g in ee rin g  fo r the  
m in e ra l in dustry .

In J u ly  of 1907, th e  W isconsin S ta te  L eg is la tu re  p a s se d  a n  a c t ,  w hereby , 
“ A school sh a ll be  e s tab lish ed  in th e  C ity of P la t te v i l le ; to  be c a lle d  the 
W isconsin M ining T ra d e  S chool.” G re a t em p h a s is  w as  p laced  upon 
teach in g  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f m in ing , a n d  p ro cessin g  lead . T h is  included  
e x ten s iv e  f ie ld  w ork  a t  a d ja c e n t m in in g  o p era tions.

In  J a n u a ry  of 1908, th e  W isconsin  M ining T ra d e  S choo lopened  i ts  doors. 
T he e n tire  s tu d e n t body w as  m a d e  u p  of e leven  m en.

T h e  e n ro llm e n t in c re a se d  slow ly a s  th e  M ining  School cu rr ic u lu m  w as 
ex p an d ed  to inc lude  co u rse  w ork  in su rv ey in g , litho logy , a n d  econom ics 
a s  w ell a s  phy sica l e d u ca tio n  ex p e rie n c e  th rough  in tra m u ra l sp o rts  
p a r tic ip a tio n .

In 1915, th e  W isconsin S ta te  L eg is la tu re  ch an g ed  th e  n a m e  of th e  in ­
s titu tio n  to th e  W isconsin M ining School. A t th is  tim e  civ il a s  w ell a s  
m in in g  e n g in ee r in g  su b je c ts  w e re  ta u g h t. In  th is  y e a r  th e re  w as an  
a v e ra g e  of 65 m en  e n ro lled  a s  fu ll-tim e o r  p a r t- t im e  s tuden ts .

In 1938, new  p la n s  a n d  sp ec ifica tio n s w e re  m a d e  to  p ro v id e  ad d itiona l 
s p a c e  fo r  p hy sica l sc ien ce  la b o ra to r ie s  a n d  c la ss ro o m s. B ecau se  of th is, 
th e  M ining School B o a rd  of R eg en ts  a n d  th e  s ta te  le g is la tu re  ch an g ed  the 
n a m e  of th e  school to  th e  W isconsin In s ti tu te  of T echnology. T he s ta te  
le g is la tu re  a lso  au th o riz e d  a  fou r y e a r  p ro g ra m  a n d  d e c re a se  in  
en ro llm en t d u rin g  th e se  y ea rs .

On J u ly  1,1959, th e  W isconsin S ta te  C ollege a n d  In s ti tu te  of T echnology 
m e rg e d  u n d e r  th e  ju r isd ic tio n  of a  s ing le  B o a rd  of R eg en ts . T he two 
schools w e re  com bined , a n d  m a d e  jo in t u se  of th e  fa c ilitie s  of e ach  school.

T h e  u n iv e rs ity  ad o p ted  th e  n a m e , W isconsin S ta te  U niversity - 
P la tte v ille , in 1964. In  1971, W isconsin  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity -P la ttev ille , a s  
w ell a s  a ll th e  o th e r  s ta te  schools in W isconsin, w ere  m e rg e d  w ith  th e  
U n iv e rsity  of W isconsin-M adison , so  a s  to un ify  th e  w hole educa tio n a l 
sy stem .

T oday , th e  C ollege of E n g in ee r in g  a t  U W -P la ttev ille  o ffe rs  four 
cu rr ic u la  w hich  lead  to  th e  B ach e lo r of S c ience  d e g re e . A m in im u m  of 142 
se m e s te r  h o u rs  is re q u ire d  fo r a  C ivil E n g in e e r in g  d e g re e , 143 s e m e s te r  
h o u rs  for a  M ining E n g in ee r in g  a n d  A g ric u ltu ra l E n g in ee rin g  d eg rees , 
an d  136 se m e s te r  h o u rs  fo r a n  In d u s tr ia l E n g in ee rin g  d eg ree .

In ad d itio n  to  th e  C ivil, A g ricu ltu ra l,  M ining, In d u s tr ia l en g ineering  
p ro g ra m s , co u rse s  a re  p ro v id ed  for p re -en g in ee rin g  s tu d e n ts  concerned  
w ith  w ork ing  to w ard  d e g re e s  in  C hem ica l, E le c tr ic a l,  G eological, 
M echan ica l E n g in ee r in g  a n d  A rch itec tu re .

A five y e a r  C o-operative E d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m , desig n ed  to  in te g ra te  
fo rm al c la ss ro o m  s tu d ie s  w ith  p ra c tic a l e n g in ee rin g  ex p e rie n c e  in a 
p lan n ed  a rra n g e m e n t  of a lte rn a te  w ork  a s s ig n m e n ts  a n d  c am p u s  
s tu d ie s , is a v a ila b le  fo r a ll cu rr ic u la .



History Ol The 

University Of W isconsin - P latteville  

Colony Of Theta Tau

T h e  U W -P la ttev ille  Colony of T h e ta  T a u  w as  conce ived  in  th e  s p r in g  of 
1972 w hen m e m b e rs  of th e  Xi C h a p te r  o f T h e ta  T au , a t  U W -M adison, 
c a m e  to  P la tte v ille  w ith  in ten tio n  of fo rm in g  a  co lony  of T h e ta  T au  a t  th is  
u n iv e rs ity . At th a t tim e  n ine  s tu d e n ts , w ho show ed  in te re s t  in th e  fo r­
m a tio n  of su ch  a  co lony , fo rm e d  th e  M u B e ta  F ra te rn i ty .

Mu B eta  s e t  up  gov e rn in g  B y-law s, u s in g  th e  T h e ta  T au  sa m p le  By­
law s a s  a gu ide line , T he Mu B e ta  F ra te rn i ty  th en  b eg an  th e  p ro cess  
w hich  led  to  its  recogn ition  a s  an  offic ia l o rg an iza tio n  on  th e  UW- 
P la tte v ille  ca m p u s . In  A pril o f 1973 th e  m e m b e rs  of M u B e ta  p e titioned  
th e  T h e ta  T a u  N ationa l F ra te rn i ty  to  beco m e  a  colony. T h e ir  p e tition  w as 
accep ted , a n d  on M ay 6,1973 th e  M u B eta  F ra te rn i ty  w as  in it ia te d  a s  the  
U n iv e rsity  of W isco n sin -P la ttev ille  Colony of T h e ta  T au .

T h e  U W -P Colony of T h e ta  T a u  h a s  dev e lo p ed  in to  one of th e  m o st 
ac tiv e , a n d  fa s te s t  g row ing , o rg an iza tio n s  on th e  P la tte v ille  ca m p u s . Its  
m e m b e rsh ip  p re se n tly  inc ludes 38 e n g in ee r in g  s tu d e n ts , a m o n g  them  
m a n y  s tu d e n t le a d e rs  on th is  c a m p u s . T h e  Colony h as  se t 
“ going  n a tio n a l” a s  i ts  m a in  ob jec tiv e , a n d  m o s t e n e rg ie s  h av e  been  
d ire c te d  to w ard  th a t  goa l ov e r th e  p a s t tw o y e a rs .  H ow ever, th e  Colony 
h a s  a lso  been  a c tiv e  in  bo th  th e  social a n d  p ro fe ssio n a l a r e a s  of 
d eve lopm en t.

Social a c tiv it ie s  h a v e  inc luded  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  c a m p u s  e v e n ts  such  a s  
hom ecom ing , p a r t ie s  w ith  v a r io u s  so ro r itie s , a n d  th e  s e m i-an n u a l pledge 
in itia tio n  b an q u ets .

Colony m e m b e rs  h a v e  fu r th e re d  th e ir  p ro fe ssio n a l d ev e lo p m en t by 
tak in g  fie ld  tr ip s  to v a r io u s  p laces  of in te re s t ,  sp o n so rin g  sp e a k e rs  from  
th e  e n g in ee rin g  p ro fession , inc lud ing  a  fe m a le  e n g in ee r, a n d  by  p a r ­
tic ip a tin g  in  s e rv ic e  p ro je c ts ,  such  a s  h e lp in g  to  o rg an ize  a n d  ru n  th e  
an n u a l e n g in ee r in g  open  house a n d  b r id g e  c o n te s t h e ld  on th is  cam p u s .

T h e  Colony h a s  a lso  been  a  le ad in g  fig u re  in  rev iv in g  th e  tra d itio n s  of 
“ M ” D ay, th e  d ay  e a c h  s e m e s te r  w hen  P la tte v ille  e n g in ee r in g  s tu d e n ts  
s e t  o u t to  re fu rb ish  th e  w o rld ’s la rg e s t  “ M ” .

T h e  w h ite  h a rd  h a ts  w orn  b y  Colony m e m b e rs  h a v e  b ecom e a  re sp e c te d  
sym bo l a m o n g  both  th e  fa c u lty  a n d  s tu d e n ts  of th is  u n iv e rs ity .

At th e  p re se n t tim e  th e  Colony h a s  i ts  h e a d q u a r te rs  in  th e  S tu d en t 
C en ter of th e  U W -P la ttev ille . P la n s  fo r a  f ra te rn i ty  ho u se  h a v e  been  
d e lay ed  by  th e  fin an c ia l re sp o n s ib ility  of b eco m in g  a  c h a p te r  of T h e ta  
T au .



History Of The "M"
T h e  o rig in a l idea  fo r th e  “ M ” h a d  its  beg inn ing  b ack  in th e  w in te r  of 

1936. W ith tw o fee t of snow  on th e  g ro u n d , R ay m o n d  M edley a n d  Alvin 
K n o err (g ra d u a te s  of ’37) took a  w in te r  h ike  a n d  tra m p e d  up  a n d  down 
th e  s id e s  of th e  P la t te  M ound to fo rm  a hu g e  “ M ” . T h e  n e x t d ay  b ecam e  
co ld e r a n d  th e  p r in t w as  p re se rv e d  fo r ab o u t a  w eek . D u rin g  th a t tim e , 
one could  c le a r ly  se e  th e  le t te r  fro m  P la tte v ille .

O n a S unday  a fte rn o o n  in  th e  follow ing sp r in g , a  g ro u p  of h ik e rs  from  
P la tte v ille  g a th e re d  a t  th e  top  o f th e  M ound. H ere, th e  m e m b e rs  decided  
to  g a th e r  ro ck s  a n d  to  s t a r t  a n  “ M ” . In  th e  sp ir i t  o f bo ldness, they 
p lan n ed  to b u ild  th e  “ M ” to  be  th e  b iggest in th e  w orld . T h a t a f te rn o o n ’s 
w ork  re su lte d  only in p a r t  o f one leg  of th e  “ M ” w h ich  w as  a n  e s tim a te d  
15 fee t w ide by  60 fee t long.

T h is  m a rk  on th e  s id e  of th e  M ound show ed up  so s h a rp ly , th a t D irec to r 
H.B. M orrow  d ec id ed  to hold a  fie ld  d a y  a n d  h av e  th e  e n tire  s tu d en t body 
tu rn  out to  c om p le te  th e  “ M ” . T h e  o r ig ina l d e sig n  of th e  “ M ” w as  based  
on th e  m o n o g ram  of th e  School of M ines (1936).

A lthough w ork  b eg an  in  th e  sp r in g  of 1937, th e  “ M ” w as n o t fin ished  
u n til the  fo llow ing fa ll, in tim e  for th e  h o m ecom ing  ce leb ra tio n . Con­
s tru c tio n  w as done by  u n d e rc la s sm e n  w ith  sen io rs  p lay in g  th e  ro le  of 
su p e rv iso rs .

S ev e ra l of th e  u p p e rc la s sm e n  su rv ey ed  th e  “ M ”  to  m a k e  su re  th a t it 
would be  la rg e r  th a n  th e  C olorado  “ M ”  w h ich  w as th en  fam o u s a s  the  
la rg e s t.

D irec to r M orrow  a n d  P ro fe s so r  G eorge  D obson d ro v e  o u t m a n y  m iles  
in th e  d is ta n c e  to o b se rv e  th e  “ M ” a s  o u tlined  a n d  re tu rn e d  w ith  in ­
s tru c tio n s  to c o r re c t th e  d is to rtio n  w hich  th e  slope  of th e  M ound g av e  to 
th e  “ M ” .

In  c o n s tru c tin g  th e  “ M ” , th e  s tu d e n ts  u sed  p icks, c ro w b a rs , a n d  w heel 
b a rro w s  fro m  a  local C.C.C. C am p  to  m ove  th e  400 tons of ligh t-co lored  
dolom itic  lim esto n e  ro ck s. AU th e  loose ro ck s  w ere  u sed  f irs t ,  th en  rocks 
w e re  p r ie d  loose w ith  c ro w b a rs  o r s m a ll  c h a rg e s  of d y n am ite .

F ro m  p re lim in a ry  su rv ey  w ork , th e  “ M ”  is  on th e  so u th w est s ide  of th e  
hill a t  a  45 d e g re e  g ra d ie n I; is n e a r ly  24,000 sp u a re  fee t in a r e a ; a n d  is  241 
fee t h igh  a n d  214 fee t w ide, w ith  le g s  25 fee t in w id th . T h e  P la t te  M ound is 
a p p ro x im a te ly  one m ile  long , one-half m ile  w ide, 150 fee t h igh  a n d  450 
fee t a b o v e  th e  c ity  a t  th e  su m m it of th e  hill.

T h e  school ob ta in ed  p e rm iss io n  fro m  M r. W illiam  Snow, ow ner of th e  
lan d  a t  th a t  tim e , to  bu ild  th e  “ M ” . M r. C lau sen  of R ac in e , w ho la te r  
p u rc h a se d  th e  M ound fa rm , p re se n te d  th e  p ro p e rty  to th e  B o a rd  of S ta te  
C ollege R egen ts.

On O cto b er 16, 1937, th e  “ M ” w as  l i t  fo r th e  f ir s t  tim e  fo r th e  M in e r 's  
H om ecom ing . T h e  illu m in a ted  “ M ” cou ld  be seen  in  th e  tr i- s ta te  a r e a  a s  
fa r  a s  tw en ty -e igh t m ile s  aw ay . B efore 1940, it w as  lig h ted  only a t  
H om ecom ing , b u t a f te r  th e  w a r , th e  lig h tin g  w as  ch an g ed  to th e  n ig h t of 
th e  M in e rs ’ Ball.



D uring  th e  w a r , the up k eep  w as n eg lec ted  b e c a u se  o f th e  toll w hich  the 
d ra f t  took on th e  M ining  School m en . S ince  th en , th e re  is a  g en e ra l 
c lean u p  in th e  fa ll o f the y e a r , a n d  th e  w h itew ash in g  a n d  re fu rb ish in g  of 
th e  “ M”  befo re  th e  M in e rs ’ B a ll in  th e  sp rin g .

M any o th e r  schools h a v e  a  m o n o g ra m “ M ” fo r  th e ir  sym bo l, b u t o u rs  is 
th e  la rg e s t fo r th e  p a s t 36 y e a rs . F o llow ing  is a  lis t  o f o th e r  " M ” ’s :  South 
D ako ta  School of M ines (R ap id  C ity , S .D .), C olorado  School of M ines 
(G olden, Colo - o ldest “ M ” , b u ilt in 1908), M on tana  S ta te  College 
(B ozem an, M t. - 16,500 sq u a re  fee t n e x t in s ize  to  P la t te v i l le ’s “ M ” ), 
M ontana School of M ines (B u tte , M ont.) M o n tan a  S ta te  U n iversity  
(M issoula , M ont.), C ollege of M ines a n d  M e ta llu rg y  (E lP a so , T e x a s) , 
an d  M illsaps C ollege (Ja c k so n , M iss.- s e a ts  16 peop le  a s  a  sto n e  b ench ).

T h e  w o rld 's  l a r g e s f M ” is  th e  sym bol of th e  C ollege of E n g in ee r in g  a t  
th e  U n iv e rsity  of W isconsin -P la ttev ille .



January 17, 1975

Almost two years ago I had the distinct pleasure of Installing 
the Theta Tau Colony at Platteville. Since that time I have been 
very favorably impressed with their sincerity, capability and 
enthusiasm. They have worked dilligently to achieve their goal 
of establishing a Theta Tau Chapter on their campus. They have 
been involved with Theta Tau activities at both the Regional 
Conference and the National Convention.
In my recent visit to Platteville I found they are operating 
their Chapter in a very professional manner. Their members are 
highly regarded by the faculty and by other students. On the 
basis of my contacts, I recommend your favorable consideration 
of this petition.

George G. Dodd 
Grand Regent

dd



January 22, 1974

Robert E. Pope, Executive Secretary
Theta Tau Engineerina Professional Fraternity
13 Sona Lane
St. Louis, Missouri 53141 
Dear Brother Pope,

I am sendina this letter in supoort of the Theta Tau 
colony at the University of Wisconsin - Platteville in 
their petition for formal initiation into the fraternity.
In so doing let me briefly retrace the ontogeny which 
led to the eventual colonization.

As early as August 1971 I had written to you indicating 
that in my mind Platteville may very well be an ideal 
chapter location. On Saturday, February 12, 1972, the 
first Xi chapter planning meeting was held at the University 
of Wisconsin - Madison. It was attended by myself, Al 
Musser (then regent of Xi), Bob Panthofer, Jerrv Rood,
Steve Napp, Tom Ryer, and Ralph Bailey. These brothers 
along with brothers Dave Collins, Tom Burtasd, and Mike 
Phanku (a pledge at that time) formed the kernal of a 
work/study grouo to investigate the Platteville campus.
I note here that Al Musser was extremely instrumental in 
the carrying out of this effort. Proceeding along my notes 
indicate that six committees were formed including;
I) a search committee whose purpose was to determine campus 
students attitudes and interests at Plattevi’le and even­
tually to "round up” interested engineering and mining 
students to form the nucleus of a colony: 2) a manpower 
allocation committee whose purpose was to establish effec­
tive utilization of the brothers at Xi chapter in the 
colonization effort; 3) a faculty contact committee to 
speak with the dean and faculty at Platteville; 4) a 
coordination committee which centralized the handling of 
money for the project; 5) a cost analysis group which 
analyzed the economics involved in this project and fit 
it into the Xi chapter budget (with the help of some money 
from the National Organization); and 6) a large contact 
logistics committee which served to establish the plans 
and guiding philosophy needed to make this effort some­
thing other than beau geste. A separate hank account was 
set up, the search committee went to work, and a letter 
(dated April 18, 1972) was sent to the then Grand Regent



Charles Wales, indicating our work to date and future

At this point in time contact had already been made 
with a number of interested students at Platteville and 
on April 28, 1972 a letter was sent to Brother Jerry Rood 
(Xi chapter Recent) from Keith Corso indicating formally 
that he and several others were interested in establishing 
a colony of Theta Tau. As the Spring semester was nearing 
an end, I can recollect from personnel observation that 
it was a nervous one for the brothers at Xi. Questions 
were still to be answered. Would the interest at Platte­
ville still be high in the Fall (1972)? How many of the 
originally interested group would even be returning to 
Platteville in the Fall? Needless to say the students 
returned more enthusiastic than ever and plans were made 
to seek colony status. The group at Platteville carried 
the ball here very well. My files indicate that on November 
20, 1972, I received a letter from Mr. Taryn S. Nall 
indicating that the members of Mu Beta Fraternitv (as 
they were then called) were formally seekina to petition 
Theta Tau for colony status. Their membership at that 
time was 15 and growing! They had selected an advisor,
Dr. Harold J. Jebens, drafted bv-laws and were in the 
process of seeking official university sanctioning as a 
campus organization. After a couple of tense moments 
with various faculty-student committees they were recog­
nized as an official student organization and in the 
Spring of 1973 they held an excellent banguet/dance at 
which'you. Brother Pope, were keynote speaker. The dean 
of the engineering college, several other key faculty members, 
Dr. Jebens, myself, and some brothers from Xi were in 
attendance. It is my personal belief that this helped very 
much in establishing Theta Tau's sincerity in wishing 
to eventually have a chapter at Platteville and at the same 
time lend authenticity to the petitioning groups cause 
in the eyes of the engineering college.

On April 25, 1973 the brothers of Theta Tau were 
informed that as a result of the Theta Tau Executive 
Council's approval of Mu Beta Fraternity's petition, that 
they were to be officially certified as the University 
of Wisconsin - Platteville Colony on May 6. 1973. I was 
present at that ceremony and participated as part of the 
certification team as you might remember. It had been 
almost two years from the time of "conception" to the 
establishment of a colony. It hadn't seemed that long.

I have since that time kept fairly close indirect 
contact, through Xi chapter,of the colonies development.
It ha« been astounding. My personal feelings are that 
they are definitely at that position where initiation



of the colony into the brotherhood is called for.
As the originator of the colonization idea, I have 

somewhat the feelings of a proud "parent-from-afar", but 
objectively speaking, I can confidently say, as a Chapter 
of Theta Tau, the men at Platteville will produce one 
of our fraternities best and most active chapters.

I hope this letter lends itself to be of some archival 
value to the fraternity as well as establish my support 
and whole-hearted recommendation that the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville colony be initiated into Theta Tau 
as soon as is logistically possible.

In H and T .

Allan Mense
Chapter Liason Officer

ATM:dck
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The Universityof Wisconsin-Platteville
PLATTEVILLE,WISCONSIN S3

OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

January 10, 197U

Mr. Robert E. Pope 
General Scribe 
13 Sona Lane
S t. Louis, Missouri 631UI

I have learned that in August, 1972, seventeen o f  our engineering  
students organized a lo c a l fra tern ity  ca lled  Mu Beta. Because 
"M" i s  an in sign ia  for our U niversity tracing  back to  the mining 
days o f  P la t te v i l l e ,  the engineering students chose Mu Beta because 
they considered themselves the "M Boys." This lo c a l fra tern ity  
developed in to  a colony o f  Theta Tau In' May o f  1973 and these  men 
now v ish  to  p e t it io n  for f u l l  chapter s ta tu s. Currently, th e ir  
advisor is  Dr. Harold Jebens, A ssociate Professor o f  C iv il Engi­
neering. I  be lieve  there are now about 35 students who have been 
id en tifie d  with Theta Tau and i t  i s  my hope that the national 
Theta Tau may be able to  provide necessary recognition so that 
a chapter a t  UW -Platteville may be In sta lled  during the la ter  
months o f  the current academic year.

Our U niversity has f u l l  accred itation  In Mining and C iv il Engi­
neering by the Engineering Council for P rofessional Development, 
and we have been recen tly  authorized by our Board o f  Regents to  
o ffe r  majors in Indu str ia l Engineering and A gricultural Englneer-

I f  you have any questions concerning our in te re st  in  e stab lish in g  
a chapter o f  Theta Tau on our campus, or about our C ollege o f  
Engineering, I hope that you w i l l  d ire c t such questions to  me.

S lnoerely yours,



\ The Universityof Wisconsin-Platteville
PLATTEVILLE, WISCONSIN 63

December IT, 1973 STUDENT SERVICES

Mr. Robert E. Pope, Grand Scribe 
13 Sona Lane
St. Louis, Missouri 631^1 

Dear Mr. Pope:
It is my pleasure to send this letter of recommendation for the 

Colony of Theta Tau as they petition to move to chapter status. In 
the relatively brief time that this organization has been on campus 
it has been quite active in a positive sense. Membership has grovn 
from the original charter group until actives and pledges today are 
approximately double the original number.

Theta Tau has had a balanced social and academic record. Their 
social activities have been primarily designed to enhance the pro­
fessional outlook of the membership. To this extent their social 
activities have been successful. Academically they have fared veil 
despite the rigors of a difficult discipline.

We are pleased to have this fine group on our campus and vish 
to assist them in their attempt to gain chapter stetus. If any 
further recommendation is desired, please feel free to contact me.

LloyB J. Linden 
Dean of Students

UL: Jab
cc: Dr. Jebens, Advisor

Theta Tau Colony



\ The Universityof Wisconsin-Platteville
PLATTEVILLE, WISCONSIN 638IS

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
(608) 342-1561

Jan. 3, 1974

Mr. Robert Pope
Theta Tau National Sec'y.
St. Louis, MO.
Dear Bob:
I wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Mu Beta Chapter 
at University of Wisconsin-Platteville to become a Chapter of 
Theta Tau. A professional fraternity can do much to enhance 
the educational opportunities at any engineering college and 
Mu Beta has already become an important part of our college. 
The professional attitude and enthusiasm shown by its members 
has done much to make all engineering students aware of the 
responsibilities and obligations associated with the profes­
sion of engineering. The Chapter has motivated its members 
toward individual thinking, creativeness, and professional

Sincerely yours,

Edward 0. Busby, PE 
Dean of Engineering



The University of Wisconsin -  Plattevil Ie

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL ENGINEERI

PLATTEVILLE. WISCONSIN 53818

(608) 342 1543

December 17, 1974

Mr. Robert E. Pope, Grand Scribe
13 Sona Lane
St. Louis, Mo. 63141

Dear Mr. Pope:

The University of Wisconsin-Platteville Chapter of Theta 
Tau has requested that I write a letter in support of their 
affiliation with the national organization. This I am most 
happy to do.
Theta Tau has provided an excellent addition to the orga­
nizations on campus. They have provided leadership training 
and fellowship for their members. For the College of Engineering 
they have provided valuable assistance for many activities 
in which the college participates.
I urge their acceptance as a Chapter of the National Theta 
Tau.

Sincerely,

Keith F. Faherty, PE 
Head, Department of 
Civil Engineering

Vpi th P Paliprtv PF

KFF:bah
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