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April ZSth1ZOIO

Mr. Michael T. Abraham, Executive Director
Theta Tau Professional Engineering Fraternity
1011 San Jacinto, Suite Z05

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Mr. Abraham:

Greetings from the University of South Carolina colony of Theta Tau. The members of this
colony have worked hard over the past year and eight months to build an organization that
upholds the standards of the national fraternity. We have been engaged in several Professional
Development, Social, and Service events since our initiation as a colony on January 24, 2009.
We have worked with several offices at USC as well as other student organizations to build an
outstanding reputation around campus. Furthermore, | feel that we represented ourselves very
well at ajoint beach weekend with the Clemson University chapter of Theta Tau. We have also
worked on hosting different chapters in our region and sending representatives to regional
activities. Meanwhile, we have not forgotten to have fun with social events such as scavenger
hunts, hiking and camping trips to Clemson, South Carolina, and close communication with

other chapters in the Southeast region.

Our group has worked very hard; dedicating a great amount of our time to develop this
organization into something we are all proud to be a part of. We hope that you will recognize our

success, and reward our fraternity with a favorable view of this petition.

Sincerely,

Cristina Kubicki

University of South Carolina Colony, 2010
President


mailto:sotheta@webmail.sc.edu

HTHM

301 Main St Swearingen Columbia SC29225 »sotheta@webmail.sc.edu

Statement of Tetition

We/, the/ memberycrfthe/University ofSouth/
Carolina/colony of
ThetcvTiMA/, dohereby petition/the/Thetcv Tcuv
ProfeMtonedzTngtneeeeng/fraternity for chapter
ytevtuy.

We/, the/undersigned/, are/alt currently enrolled/
in/the/Tngineering/Vepartmentatthe/UnOrerMy of
South/Carolina/and/have/no cvffCUation with/any
organisation considered/to he/competitive/w ith
ThetcvTau/. We/also certify that we/meetaltofthe/
eligibility requirementyfor yuch/ membership and/
thatthe/University ofSouth/Carolina/colony of
Theta/Tcuvmeetyaltofthe/requirementy to become/
cvchapter. Ayactive memheryofthe/Univerity of
South/Carolina/, wepledge/our commitment,
dedication and/desireto ThetcvTau/.
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History of the University of South Carolina
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History (Contniued)

Esmaiel Jabbari

Jabbari's group research interests are in the areas of tissue
engineering, biomaterials, and drug delivery. Tissue regeneration
and maintenance is a complex process involving the interactions of
cells with growth and differentiation factors, cytokines, and
extracellular components. These guiding signals originate from the
interactions of cells with bioactive peptide domains attached to the
collagenous network or the non-collagenous soluble factors of the
extracellular matrix. Continued progress in tissue engineering
depends on our ability to develop novel materials and
peptide/protein delivery systems that can mimic the signaling
factors involved in the regeneration cascade of chemotaxis, cell
migration, matrix degradation, cell homing, extracellular matrix
formation and remodeling. These structures seeded with pluripotent
stem cells allow us to elucidate the fundamental relationship
between the material structure and cell morphogenesis and
expression. Such understanding is critical for the development of
tissue-engineered constructs to treat a variety of diseases including
musculoskeletal, cardiovascular, and neural disorders.

Active projects in Jabbari’s group include biologically inspired

for bone . targeted tumor delivery with
If- . stem  cells
on bi ubstrates, and ication of

bioresorbable scaffolds with well-defined pore geometry by rapid-
prototyping
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0% CollecjeofEngineering
J(n,nand Computing

College Founded
Department Locations

Enroliment (Fall 2006): Undergraduates Graduates
Departments and Programs
Degree Programs*: undergraduate programs
graduate degree programs

Degrees Awarded (School Year 2005-2006): Undergraduates: 244; Graduates: MS, 32,
ME, 51, Ph.D., 38
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University of South Carolina

Colony of Theta Tau
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University of South Carolina Theta Tau started in the Spring of 2008 with a small founding group
of mostly chemical engineers. The main recruiting efforts since then have been to broaden the
disciplines involved in the colony. The initial group of 9 engineers has now grown to 35 active
and excited members. The founding members and the early pledge classes have bonded by
building the fraternity from the ground up and becoming a large presence in the College of
Engineering.

We have followed the principles of picking quality engineers and have had large rush turn outs
since the Fall of 2009.

The group was growing and continually having new ideas. We went through our first election in
the Fall of 2009 and determined Rush guidelines and activities that have been successful and
fun for both the brothers and the rushes.

With the new group of officers in place we hosted the Grand Scribe, Rachael L. Stensrud, and
showed her the colony and the campus in early May. We enjoyed her valuable input to how to
run meetings, voting during rush, and writing the petition for chapter hood as she wrote the
one for her colony when she was a student. We have since adopted many of her suggestions
and have found them to be an easier and more efficient way of being a colony.

We have had three successful rushes for the colony and our in the process of planning and
executing the Fall 2010 rush. We talked to freshmen during orientation and talked to them and
their parents at the opening day for the Fall 2010 semester. We hope one day to also enjoy the
benefits of chapter housing. We've enjoyed the building of colony and the brother hood which

has helped us meet people who we wouldn't have known otherwise.
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jerall GPA 4.0
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Chi Omega, Golden Key, American Institute of Chei
Women Engineers, Student Government
Officer Positions: President Chi Omega, Former Colony President Theta Tau, Chaiman of the
Powers and Responsibiliies Committee, Student Senate

David Boyer
Civil Engineering

Jacksonville, North Carolina

Overall GPA 3.7

Graduating May 2011

Organizations: Intramural Sports, American Society of Civil Engineers
Officer Positions: Fundraising Chair

Adam Coffin
Mechanical Engineering

Aiken, South Carolina

Overall GPA: 4.0

Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Campus Crusades
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Heather Elizabeth Cole
Cheical Engineering

Charlotte, North Carolina

Overall GPA 35

Graduating May 2012

Organizations: Lifeguarding, Student Tutoring

Officer Positions: Former Secretary of Theta Tau Colony

Adam Kane
Chemical Engineering

Four City, North Carolina

Overall GPA: 3.85

Graduating Decermber 2011

Organizations: American Institute of Chemical Engineefing
Officer Positions: Former Treasurer

Nicholas King

Cheical Engineering

Columbia, South Carolina

Overall GPAL: 3.75

Graduation May 2011

Organizations: American Institute of Chermical Engineering
Officer Positions: Former Corresponding Secretary

sc.edu
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lons: Tau Beta Pi, Co-Ed Cheerleading

Devon Srith

Chemical Engineering

Simpsonville, South Carolina

Overall GPA 3.208

Graduating May 2011

Organizations: American Insfitute of Chemical Engineering, Kappa Kappa Gamma, Alpha Lambda
Delta, Greek Impact

Officer Positions: Recruitment and Rush Chair

s: Tau Beta P, Intramural Sports
itions: Community Service Chair
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Brittany Ann Bowers
Civil Engineering

Summenville, South Carolina

Overall GPA3.066

Graduating May 2011

Organizations: Delta Delta Delta, Blood Drive Committ
Officer Positions: Recording Secretary

Phillip Thomas Greco
Chemical Engineering

Columbia, South Carolina

Overall GPA3.116

Graduating May 2011

Organizations: American Institue of Chemical Engineering

Cristina Adele Kubicki
Chemical Engineering

Lugoff, South Carolina

Overall GPA3.31

Graduating May 2011

Organizations: American Institute of Chemical Engineers, Undergraduate Research
Officer Positions: Current Colony President



THTTTTMau

301 Main St Columbia SC. il.sc.edu

Eileen Miller
Mechanical Engineering with Math minor
Walhalla, South Carolina

Overall GPA376

Graduating December 2011
Organizations: Theta Tau, Transfer Student Mentor, Undergraduate Research
Officer Positions: Vice President

==
Irmo, South Carolina
Overall GPA' 3.3

duating May 2011

Mackenzie Arnold
Civil Engineering
La Plata, Maryland
Overall GPA 3.7
Graduating May 2012

Organizations: Engineers Without Borders Chair
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Christopher Michael Boyd

West Columbia, ~ Carolina
I overall GPA4.00

May
i 1 Oiganudiions Tdn Beta Pi. American Institute of t hemira: f ngmeers
Officer Positions: Treasurer

Caleb Franklin Gustafson
Chemical Engineering Minor of Nuclear Engineering
Jackson, South Carolina

Overall GPA 3.15

Graduating May 2011

Organizations: American Institute of Chemical Engineering
Officer Positions: Professional Development Chair

Christopher Ryan Guth
Civil Engineering

Seattle, Washington

Overall GPA 4.0

Graduating May 2012
Organizations: Intramural Sports
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Dillion Inabinett
Civil Engineering
Charleston, South Carolina
Overall GPA 32
Graduating May 2012
Orcanizati )

f Civil and ical Engineers

Sharon Keren
Biomedical Engineering

Jerusalem, Israel

Overall GPA 3.75

Graduating May 2011

Organizations: Kappa Kappa Gamma, Ultimate Frisbee

Officer Position Held: Social Chair Kappa Kappa Gamma, Pledge Coordinator

Michael Miller
Civil Engineering
Simpsonville, South Carolina
Overall GPA 3.4

Graduating May 2012
Oreanizati )

f Civil and Engim
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David Valecillos
Civil Engineering

Merida, Venezuala

Overall GPA 36

Graduating May 2011

o ! jation of Civil and Engineers

20
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Blake Alexander Clamp
Civil
James Ray Cormany IV
Chemical
Steven Taylor Cruise
Mechanical
GarrettAllen Fullerton
Civil
Christine Thuy Giap
Chemical
Emily Lauren Graczyk
Biomedical
Garrett Walker Hunt
Chemical
Ankur Kumar
Chemical
Meridith Clayton McGroarty
Biomedical
Kaleigh Havery Reno
Chemical
Katie Aiko Sodaro
Chemical

Nathan Boyer Wilder
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Professional Development

23
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Our professional development effort have been the biggest struggle for our colony, butas a

group we've planned, attended, and been award winning in professional development aspects.

We have sponsored resume building workshops as a fraternity and helped younger brothers

start building a stronger resume by being an active member of the campus. We have

participated as Magellan Scholar, Discovery Day research presentation, and Cooperative

Education sharing experiences. These activities have helped inform the brothers about the

different activities available on campus aswell as the ones available as career building

exercises.

Brothers have participated in cooperative education programs with ExxonMobil,

Eastman Chemical, Duke Energy, and Kapstone Paper. These experiences have been related to

the chapterthrough presentations and letters. Information such as how the job was found,

what the interview process was like, location, salary, and job description were all include as

well as contacts to the company for further information

Currently we are planning for Helen Fields, the director of the Career Center, to

facilitate a company hiring managerto come in and do mock interviews with brothers. The

mock interviews are to help provide the brothers with opportunities to make their interviews

stand outand avoid common mistakes when seeking employment.
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Socials & Brotherhood Bonding

Sometimes we, as students, get caught up in our academics, community service, and
other various priorities, and we forget to have a little fun. But it's those little breaks where we
getto just relax and have fun with our brothers that allow us to keep going. We have such a
diverse group of people so we plan a variety of activities so that everyone will have something
that is right up their ally. W ith our social events, we also like to participate in things that allow
us to interact with and supportother organizations on campus. Forexample, we had a boys
and girls team participate in Kappa Kappa Gamma's "Kappa Kick Off", a flag football
tournament which raised money for their philanthropy. Notonly did we getto supportour

community, but we had a greattime outon the field all day in the rain. We also try to plan
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things that w on't cost Theta Tau or our brothers any money such as attending baseball games

as agroup or attending a local restaurant's trivia night together.

2009

Dinner after initiation - After initiation all the brothers and new members met atthe Carolina
Ale House to enjoy dinner, hangouton the rooftop playing pool, and watching the game on

the big screen

Kappa Kickoff- A team of girls and a team of guys played in a flag football tournament to

support Kappa Kappa Gamma

Semi-Formal - Ourfirst formal functions. We rented the clubhouse ata local apartment

complex. Brothers and new members along with dates enjoyed a night of dancing

Capture the Flag- Brothers and Pledges gathered on the historic horseshoe on campus for a

game of capture the flag.

Scavenger Hunt- Ateam of Brothers and a team of pledges drove around Columbia with a

hand full of clues created by our social chair and documented everything on camera.

2010

2/17 Trivia - Brothers and Pledges carpooled to a local restaurantto play trivia
2/21 Baseball game - All the brothers and pledges attended the USC vs. Duquesne as a group.

Ultimate Frisbee-Theta Tau had ateam participate in the intramural ultimate Frisbee

tournament. Other brothers wentto the gamesto cheerourteam on!

2/26-28 Beach Weekend - Pledges and Brothers from our colony joined the Clemson Chapter
of Theta Tau and rented a house in Myrtle Beach forthe weekend. Itwas a great weekend of

boning and getting to know brothers from another chapter.

March Madness- Brothers took partin an online challenge asto who could predictthe winner

of March Madness

26
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Community Service

The Colony of Theta Tau has been working very hard to become a productive elementof the
community around Columbia. We have been participating in campus sponsored Service
Saturdays. The firstof which we helped decorate for the holidays at a home for handicapped
adults. The second time we participated we helped at a Farmville outside of the childrens
museum in Columbia. We dressed up as vegetables, ran booths, and helped children learn
about fresh farmed foods

Recently we have become a member of Adopt-A-Highway. We have sponsored one of
the main roads in Columbia in hopes of keeping it clean and making Theta Tau be seen as a

positive role model in the community

27
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Recruitment and Rush

Markyour calendar:

etaTau
RUSH

Weds, Sept |
7 pm
culty LOUngelswem

The University of South Carolina Theta Tau colony has had 3 successful rushes since
becoming a chapter last spring. Not long after our initiation as a Colony, we had our first rush
event. Since we were starting off, we had a small informational meeting inthe court yard of
Swearingen. At this informational meeting, we had afew people come out and eat pizza with
us. During the two hours of our event, we spenttime getting to know the possible new
members and telling them about Theta Tau. From the pizza social, we received 7 new pledges
Since this was our first pledge class, mostoftheir pledge processes consisted of weekly

meetings and having them help us with ideas on how to make our Colony grow and work on
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becoming a chapter. Our second rush was more invasive. Two events were planned that
allowed the brothers to getto know the people came outto rush Theta Tau. The first event was
an ice cream social. A power point presentation was shown in order to give the possible new
members an idea of what Theta Tau was nationally and what it is here at USC. The brothers
mingled with the rushies to get an idea of whatthey wanted from Theta Tau and what they
could give to our growing colony. We voted on everyone atthe rush eventand decided who to
ask to return to our second event. The following eventwas a capture the flag game on the
horseshoe at USC. This gave the brothers another chance to getto know the possible pledges

and to also see how they worked as ateam.

The second rush gave us 9 new pledges. During their rush process, we required them to
do one service project, one brotherhood event, and one pledge project. For their service
project, the pledges as well as the brothers could either attend a service Saturday, or
participate in a charity flag football tournament. For service Saturday, the brothers and pledges
spent the afternoon cleaning and putting up Christmas decorations for a facility for disabled
adults. We had a boy's division team and a girl's division team for the charity flag football
tournament. The girl's division team came in second place losing only to the girl's division team
made up of the girl's club rugby team at USC. The brotherhood eventwas a scavenger hunt
throughoutthe Columbia campus which pinned the brothers and pledges against each other.
The pledges came out victorious and really bonded as a group. For the pledge project, the
pledges had to plan a semi-formal. They were in charge of all aspects of the event, which
turned out to be a greatsuccess with a hundred percent brother attendance. The pledges
coordinated to have music, a venue, and even food all a part of this special project. This
semester, after new elections we held a spring rush, the 2ndannual spring rush for the colony of
Theta Tau at USC. The first eventwas an informational meeting about Theta Tau where we
presented the power point about Theta Tau nationally and the Theta Tau colony of USC. We
served pizza and small snacks and gotto know all the people that came out. Once again we
voted on who we would invite back to the second event. This time we reserved a game room at
the student union or the Russell House and those invited back came and enjoyed playing pool,

ping pong, and foosball while getting to know the brothers. This rush was our most successful

29
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one to date giving us 15 new pledges. They will be required to do at leastone service project,

one brotherhood event/social event, and one pledge project.

New policies set forth for the pledges of Spring 2010 are formal meetings, as well
as meeting and speaking with each brother individually to promote healthy relationships
between the different generations of brothers in our Colony. Over the pastyear we have
developed a much more stable and planned out rush and pledge process. Each semester we
record which activities were great and would be viable options for our next rush and pledge
class. Our numbers have grown dramatically and we are proving to be a fruitful colony with a
total of 37 brothers after the initiation of the pledge class of Spring 2010. We hope that this
sheds light on to the promise we have as a future chapter of Theta Tau and puts some favorable

consideration of our petition to move onto that future.
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Article from Spring 2010

The Gear

The weekend of November
21 and 22, 2009, the Theta
Tau colony at the University
of South Carolina enjoyed
their "Weekend of Theta
Tau." This weekend created
an opportunity for the
colony to investtime into
their philanthropy as well as
host their first semi-formal
The colony visited the Babcock Center to help decorate for the holidays and spend time with the
mentally handicapped. They spentthe day making crafts and a life-size Snowman and Santa Claus. In
addition to the philanthropic benefits of this project, it also increased knowledge of Theta Tau on the
university's campus. The project was organized through University of South Carolina’s service council.
Theta Tau members also participated in Kappa Kappa Gamma's, a social fraternity, philanthropy event
"Kappa Kick-off.” This is a daylong, double-elimination bracket flag football event. Theta Tau boasted
both awomen and men's team. The women's team made into the championship game, and was
defeated only by the Women's Rugby flag football team. This supported the nonprofit organizations
Habitat for Humanity; Reading is Fundamental, the Hill Family Fund, and the Kappa Kappa Gamma

Foundation. Theta Tau was the only professional fraternity participating at this event.
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The colony also completed initiation of its second pledge class. This brought the colony's numbers to
twenty-two members in total, making them one ofthe largest professional fraternities on campus.

To celebrate the initiation and continue the weekend's festivities, the Theta Tau colony hosted its first
annual semi-formal. This event was a huge success and had full participation. The event included heavy
hors d'oeuvres, organized by the new initiates as their pledge project.

Members of Theta Tau also participated in their first election process on the evening of Nov. 21. The
executive council is newly elected and turnover will occur in less than aweek. Cristina Adele Kubicki, a
chemical engineering major, was elected the president of this colony. Her plans as president of this
organization include: completing the petition for a charter and to have the University of South Carolina
colony officially installed as a chapter. The colony's action statement for the year is to establish a solid

inthe i i * faculty and students.

In addition to the group's weekend festivities, they also host a weekly study group in the university's
John C. Swearingen Engineering Center. This is the center of engineering life on campus. It also

the ization to other thatare not currently participating in this professional

organization.
The colony excitedly anticipates the completion and review oftheir petition for a charter at the

University of South Carolina.
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Letters of Recommendation
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BQIiIQSTONE

August 11.2010

To Whom It May Concern.

Iwrite to you to heartrfy recommend the granting of Chapter status to the Theta Tau
Colony atthe University of South Carolina As an alumnus of the University of
Alabama. | well remember my time m Theta Tau. and the bonds of friendship and
brotherhood that remam long after the end of my college career |was pleased to hear
that a Colony was being established at South Carolina a while back, as | feel that Theta
Tau provides the engineering student with a peer group that is without equal

As my son a a Spnng 2010 pledge to the Colony. | see the great opportunities that can
come from his association with the fraternity, and was very pleased upon his decision to
pledge | see many of those same bonds that I recall from my days with Theta Tau
being formed among the members at the South Carolina Colony, having had the
opportunity to meet several of them | feel that the South Carolina Colony, upon

ion of ad terms and conditions of Chapter status set by Theta Tau, « worthy of
Chapter recognition and should receive it when appropriate

34
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Seprembei 15.2010

Eaaaiel Jafcbaa Ph.D.

Aswaate Professoi of Ctetnicil Jc Biomedical Eazmeermg

Depamcear of Cloeaucal Engineenng

Univenin' ofSouth Carolau_Columbia. SC 2920S

Off (803)777-8022 Fa\ (803) 777-8265 EaEail abbanaener sc.edu

Mr. Michael | Abrafeir. Esacurive Direaoa
Theta Tau Professional Enpueerine Fraternity
1011 San Jacinto. Suite205. Austii TX 78701

Dear Mr. Abraham
| am pleased to simpori the prolessmn ofthe Theﬂa Tau Colom- atthe Unlverslly of Soulh Cardlna (UsC)

- Goimifcuto chapter status The college of USC provides
master, and doctoral levels in die areas of chemical, mechan\ca\ elecmcal. biomedical, cw\\ and envlrcnmental
nuclear, science and All are ABET accredned.

In the lasi couple ofyean. | have witnessed the enthusiasm, support, and efforts of the Theta Tau officers
and members to recruit top students m the college of engineering who share the values of Theta Tau These
students who are among the top m the college, the;, have worked diligently to grow m size, and make Theta Tau
an integral part of the engineering community at USC. | am aware that they worked into then busy acadermic
schedules several important community projects including Gomg Green and Sustainabilini. and Environmental
Responsibun  support forthe local hospital programs, and others

Then Taumembers have organized numerous activities ai the collep of engineering level to assist students
They sponsored cookouts during midterms and finals to provide affordable food to student; dunng long
studying hours. Theia Tau members have organized mentoring tutoring sessions in engineering, maihmiitics
and sciences to help their engineering dassmates and Theu Tau brothers and to improve quality of education
for younger engineering students Theta Tau members have had three successful recruitment sessions in the past
couple years, adding 15 members to the colony in each session. In vtdinnr these membership drives have
been coordinated with the College Engineeruig Career Cemer to provide networking andjob opportunities for
colony members The members hosted a review of summer mtemships to help sttufenis make fee most of the
summers and feeir education

Tbe colony members have been very careful to recrit dnseeng\neer\ng sradenls who share fee values of
Theta Tau Tbe USC colony is atrue o the profession
and community | enthusiastically support elevation of USC Colocy o chapter satus As a chepter, the Then
Tau members will undoubtedly espand then value to oar university and community and to vour organization
With Best Regards

Esmaiel Jabban. PAD .
Tbeta Tau Faculty Advisor






