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April ZSth1ZOlO
Mr. Michael T. Abraham, Executive Director 
Theta Tau Professional Engineering Fraternity 
1011 San Jacinto, Suite Z05 
Austin, TX 78701

Dear M r. Abraham:

Greetings from the University o f South Carolina colony o f  Theta Tau. The members o f this 

colony have worked hard over the past year and eight months to build an organization that 

upholds the standards o f the national fraternity. We have been engaged in several Professional 

Development, Social, and Service events since our in itiation as a colony on January 24, 2009.

We have worked w ith several offices at USC as well as other student organizations to build an 

outstanding reputation around campus. Furthermore, I  feel that we represented ourselves very 

well at a jo in t beach weekend w ith  the Clemson University chapter o f Theta Tau. We have also 

worked on hosting different chapters in our region and sending representatives to regional 

activities. Meanwhile, we have not forgotten to have fun w ith social events such as scavenger 

hunts, h iking and camping trips to Clemson, South Carolina, and close communication with 

other chapters in the Southeast region.

Our group has worked very hard; dedicating a great amount o f  our time to develop this 

organization into something we are all proud to be a part of. We hope that you w ill recognize our 

success, and reward our fraternity w ith  a favorable view o f this petition.

Sincerely,
Cristina Kubicki
University o f South Carolina Colony, 2010 
President
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Statement of Tetition
We/, the/ mem berycrf the/U n iversity  o f  South/ 

C a ro lin a / colony o f
ThetcvTiMA/, d o h ereb y  p etitio n /th e /Thetcv Tcuv 
ProfeMtonedzTngtneeeeng/ f ra te r n ity  fo r  chapter 
ytcvtuy.

We/, the/ undersigned/, are/ a l t  cu rre n tly  enrolled / 
in /th e /T n g in e e rin g /V e p a rtm e n t a t  the /U nO rerM y o f  
South/ C a ro lin a / a n d / have/ n o  cvffCUation with/ a n y  
o rg a n is a t io n  considered/ t o  he/ competitive/ w ith  
ThetcvTau/. We/ a ls o  certify  t h a t  we/ m eet a l t  o f  the/ 
e lig ib ility  re q u ire m e n ty fo r yuch/ membership an d / 
t h a t  the /U n iversity  o f South/ C a ro lin a / colony o f  
T h eta /Tcuvmeety a l t  o f  the /req u irem enty  t o  become/ 
cvchapter. Ay a c tiv e  mem hery o f th e /U n iv e r ity  o f  
South/ C aro lina/, w e p led ge /o ur com m itm ent, 
d e d ic a tio n  a n d / des ire  t o  ThetcvTau/.
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Emily Berger! \  77 Signature mth SignattIre

David Boyer Signature Trey Thompson Signature

Brittany Bowers CT  Signature

HeatherCole Signature

Q Ŝ -  Signature

Nicholas King '  (7  Signature

Matthew McDaniel Signature

PhiIlipGreco vJ Signature

Kubicki I I Signat

ignature

I .ihxk,c^
Conner Watson Signature
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Signature

CalebGustalson Signature

d k  u J r~ -
Christopher Guth Signature

Dillion lnabmett Signature

Signature

Signature

'M o  .
lames Cormany IV Signature

CIW A J i . .
Steven Cruise Signature

Garrett Fullerton ~ Signature

Christine Giap '  Signature

Emily Graccyk/ Signature

5

mailto:sotheta@webmail.sc.edu


301 Main St Swearingen Columbia SC 29225 •sothetagiwebmail.s

6



301 Main St Swearingen Columbia SC 29225 •sotheta@webmail.sc.edu

History o f the University o f South Carolina
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History (Contniued) E sm aie l Jabbari
Jabbari's group research interests are in the areas of tissue 

engineering, biomaterials, and drug delivery. Tissue regeneration 

and maintenance is a complex process involving the interactions of 

cells with growth and differentiation factors, cytokines, and 

extracellular components. These guiding signals originate from the 

interactions of cells with bioactive peptide domains attached to the 

collagenous network or the non-collagenous soluble factors of the 

extracellular matrix. Continued progress in tissue engineering 

depends on our ability to develop novel materials and 

peptide/protein delivery systems that can mimic the signaling 

factors involved in the regeneration cascade of chemotaxis, cell 

migration, matrix degradation, cell homing, extracellular matrix 

formation and remodeling. These structures seeded with pluripotent 

stem cells allow us to elucidate the fundamental relationship 

between the material structure and cell morphogenesis and 

expression. Such understanding is critical for the development of 

tissue-engineered constructs to treat a variety of diseases including 

musculoskeletal, cardiovascular, and neural disorders.

Active projects in Jabbari’s  group include biologically inspired 

nanocomposites for bone regeneration, targeted tumor delivery with 

peptidomimetic self-assembled nanoparticles, stem cells 

morphogenesis on biomimetic substrates, and fabrication of 

bioresorbable scaffolds with well-defined pore geometry by rapid- 

prototyping.
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0% CoIIecjeofEngineering 
J(n„n and Computing

College Founded 

D epartm ent Locations:

Enrollm ent (Fall 2006): Undergraduates Graduates

Departm ents and Programs

Degree Programs*: undergraduate programs
graduate degree programs

Degrees Awarded (School Year 2005-2006): Undergraduates: 244; Graduates: MS, 32, 
ME, 51, Ph.D., 38
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University of South Carolina

Colony of Theta Tau
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University o f South Carolina Theta Tau started in the Spring of 2008 w ith a small founding group 

o f mostly chemical engineers. The main recruiting efforts since then have been to  broaden the 

disciplines involved in the colony. The initial group o f 9 engineers has now grown to  35 active 

and excited members. The founding members and the early pledge classes have bonded by 

building the fra tern ity from the ground up and becoming a large presence in the College of 

Engineering.

We have followed the principles o f picking quality engineers and have had large rush tu rn  outs 

since the Fall o f 2009.

The group was growing and continually having new ideas. We went through our first election in 

the Fall o f 2009 and determined Rush guidelines and activities tha t have been successful and 

fun fo r both the brothers and the rushes.

With the new group of officers in place we hosted the Grand Scribe, Rachael L. Stensrud, and 

showed her the colony and the campus in early May. We enjoyed her valuable input to  how to 

run meetings, voting during rush, and writing the petition fo r chapter hood as she wrote the 

one fo r her colony when she was a student. We have since adopted many of her suggestions 

and have found them to  be an easier and more efficient way of being a colony.

We have had three successful rushes for the colony and our in the process of planning and 

executing the Fall 2010 rush. We talked to  freshmen during orientation and talked to  them and 

the ir parents at the opening day for the Fall 2010 semester. We hope one day to  also enjoy the 

benefits o f chapter housing. We've enjoyed the building of colony and the brother hood which 

has helped us meet people who we w ouldn't have known otherwise.

11
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IV I  e m b e r
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AEmily A Berger 
Chemical Engineering 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Overall GPA: 4.0 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Chi Omega, Golden Key, American Institute of Chemical Engineering, Society of 
Women Engineers, Student Government
Officer Positions: President Chi Omega, Former Colony President Theta Tau, Chairman of the 
Powers and Responsibilities Committee, Student Senate

k David Boyer 
Civil Engineering 
Jacksonville, North Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.7 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Intramural Sports, American Society of Civil Engineers 
O fficer Positions: Fundraising Chair

Adam Coffin 

Mechanical Engineering 

Aiken, South Carolina 

Overall GPA: 4.0 

Graduating M ay 2011 

Organizations: Campus Crusades

13
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Heather Elizabeth Cole 
Chemical Engineering 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.5 
Graduating May 2012
Organizations: Lifeguarding, Student Tutoring 
Officer Positions: Former Secretary of Theta Tau Colony

Adam Kane 
Chemical Engineering 
Four City, North Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.85 
Graduating December 2011
Organizations: American Institute of Chemical Engineering 
Officer Positions: Former Treasurer

Nicholas King 
Chemical Engineering 
Columbia, South Carolina 
Overall GPAL: 3.75 
Graduation May 2011
Organizations: American Institute of Chemical Engineering 
Officer Positions: Former Corresponding Secretary
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Matthew Chaplin McDaniel 
Chemical Engineering 
lrmo, South Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.74 
Graduating Mav 2012
Organizations: Tau Beta Pi, Co-Ed Cheerleading

Devon Smith 
Chemical Engineering 
Simpsonville, South Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.208 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: American Institute of Chemical Engineering, Kappa Kappa Gamma, Alpha Lambda 
Delta, Greek Impact
Officer Positions: Recruitment and Rush Chair

John Wade Thompson, III 
Chemical Engineering 
Columbia, South Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.95 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Tau Beta Pi, Intramural Sports 
Officer Positions: Community Service Chairm

m
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Brittany Ann Bowers 
Civil Engineering 
Summerville, South Carolina 
Overall GPA 3.066 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Delta Delta Delta, Blood Drive Committ 
Officer Positions: Recording Secretary

Phillip Thomas Greco 
Chemical Engineering 
Columbia, South Carolina 
Overall GPA 3.116 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: American Institue of Chemical Engineering

Cristina Adele Kubicki 
Chemical Engineering 
Lugoff, South Carolina 
Overall GPA 3.31 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: American Institute of Chemical Engineers, Undergraduate Research 
Officer Positions: Current Colony President
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Eileen Miller
Mechanical Engineering with Math minor 
Walhalla, South Carolina 
Overall GPA 3.76 
Graduating December 2011
Organizations: Theta Tau, Transfer Student Mentor, Undergraduate Research 
Officer Positions: Vice President

&Conner Epting Watson 
Civil Engineering 
lrmo, South Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.3 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Association of Mechanial and Civil Engineers

iMackenzie Arnold 
Civil Engineering 
La Plata, Maryland 
Overall GPA: 3.7 
Graduating May 2012
Organizations: Engineers Without Borders Chair
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©
Christopher Michael Boyd

West Columbia, Carolina 
I Overall GPA 4.00 

May
' ' I Oiganudiions Tdn Beta Pi. American Institute of t hemira: f  ngmeers

Officer Positions: Treasurer

Caleb Franklin Gustafson
Chemical Engineering Minor of Nuclear Engineering 
Jackson, South Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.15 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: American Institute of Chemical Engineering 
Officer Positions: Professional Development Chair

Christopher Ryan Guth 
Civil Engineering 
Seattle, Washington 
Overall GPA: 4.0 
Graduating May 2012 
Organizations: Intramural Sports

18
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Dillion Inabinett 
Civil Engineering 
Charleston, South Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.2 
Graduating May 2012
Organizations: Association of Civil and Mechanical Engineers

Sharon Keren 
Biomedical Engineering 
Jerusalem, Israel 
Overall GPA: 3.75 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Kappa Kappa Gamma, Ultimate Frisbee
Officer Position Held: Social Chair Kappa Kappa Gamma, Pledge Coordinator

Michael Miller 
Civil Engineering 
Simpsonville, South Carolina 
Overall GPA: 3.4 
Graduating May 2012
Organizations: Association of Civil and Mechanical Engim
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David Valecillos 
Civil Engineering 
Merida, Venezuala 
Overall GPA: 3.6 
Graduating May 2011
Organizations: Association of Civil and Mechanical Engineers
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S p r i n g  2 0 1 0
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Blake A lexander Clam p

Civil

James Ray C orm any IV 

Chemical 

Steven Taylor Cruise 

Mechanical 

G a rre ttA IIe n  Fullerton  

Civil

Christine Thuy G iap  

Chemical 

Emily Lauren Graczyk  

Biomedical 

G arre tt W a lke r H unt 

Chemical 

A nkur Kum ar 

Chemical 

M e rid ith  Clayton M cG roarty  

Biomedical 

Kaleigh Havery Reno 

Chemical 

Katie Aiko Sodaro  

Chemical 

N athan  Boyer W ild e r

22
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Professional Development
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O ur pro fess iona l de ve lo pm en t e f fo r t have been th e  b iggest strugg le  fo r  o u r colony, b u t as a 

g ro u p  w e 've  p lanned , a tten de d , and been aw ard  w in n in g  in pro fess iona l de ve lo p m e n t aspects. 

W e have sponsored resum e bu ild ing  w orksho ps  as a fra te rn ity  and he lped you ng er b ro th e rs  

s ta rt b u ild in g  a s tron ge r resum e by  b e ing  an ac tive  m em be r o f  th e  cam pus. W e  have 

p a rtic ip a te d  as M age llan  Scholar, D iscovery Day research p re sen ta tio n , and C oopera tive 

Education sha ring  experiences. These ac tiv itie s  have he lped in fo rm  th e  b ro the rs  a b o u t th e  

d iffe re n t a c tiv itie s  ava ilab le  on cam pus as w e ll as th e  ones ava ilab le as ca re e r b u ild ing  

exercises.

B ro the rs  have p a rtic ip a ted  in coo pe ra tive  e d uca tion  program s w ith  E xxonM obil, 

Eastm an C hem ica l, Duke Energy, and Kapstone Paper. These experiences have been re la te d  to  

th e  cha p te r th ro u g h  presen ta tio ns  and le tte rs . In fo rm a tio n  such as h o w  th e  jo b  w as fo un d , 

w h a t th e  in te rv ie w  process w as like, loca tion , sa lary, and jo b  de scrip tion  w ere  all inc lude as 

w e ll as con ta c ts  t o  th e  com p an y  fo r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n .

C u rre n tly  w e  are p la nn ing  fo r  H elen Fields, th e  d ire c to r  o f  th e  C areer C enter, to  

fa c ilita te  a com p an y  h ir in g  m anager to  c om e in and do  m ock in te rv ie w s  w ith  b ro the rs . The 

m ock in te rv ie w s  are  t o  he lp p ro v id e  th e  b ro th e rs  w ith  o p p o rtu n it ie s  t o  m ake th e ir  in te rv ie w s  

s tand o u t a nd avo id com m on m istakes w hen seeking em p lo ym en t.
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Socials & Brotherhood Bonding

Som etim es w e, as s tudents , ge t caugh t up  in o u r academ ics, com m u n ity  service, and 

o th e r various p rio r itie s , and w e  fo rg e t t o  have a l it t le  fu n . But it 's  those l it t le  breaks w h e re  we 

ge t to  ju s t relax and have fu n  w ith  o u r  b ro th e rs  th a t a llo w  us t o  keep going. W e have such a 

dive rse g ro up  o f p e op le  so w e plan a v a r ie ty  o f  ac tiv itie s  so th a t e ve ryone w ill have som eth ing  

th a t is r ig h t up th e ir  a lly. W ith  o u r social events, w e a lso like to  p a rtic ip a te  in th ings th a t a llo w  

us to  in te ra c t w ith  and s u p p o rt o th e r  o rg an iza tions o n  cam pus. For exam ple, w e had a boys 

and girls te a m  p a rtic ip a te  in  Kappa Kappa G am m a's "Kappa Kick O ff" , a flag  fo o tb a ll 

to u rn a m e n t w h ich  ra ised m on ey  fo r  th e ir  ph ila n th ro p y . N ot o n ly  d id  w e g e t to  sup po rt o u r 

com m u n ity , b u t w e had a gre a t t im e  o u t o n  th e  f ie ld  all day in th e  ra in. W e a lso t r y  to  plan

25
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th in gs  th a t w o n 't  cost T heta Tau o r  o u r b ro th e rs  a ny m on ey  such as a tte n d in g  baseball gam es 

as a g ro u p  o r  a tte n d in g  a local res ta u ran t's  tr iv ia  n ig h t to ge the r.

2009

D in n e r a f te r  in it ia t io n  - A fte r  in it ia t io n  all th e  b ro the rs  and ne w  m em bers m e t a t th e  Carolina 

A le House to  en joy  d in n e r, hang o u t o n  th e  ro o fto p  p lay ing  p o o l, and w a tch in g  th e  gam e on 

th e  b ig  screen

Kappa K icko ff -  A  te a m  o f g ir ls  and a te am  o f guys p layed in  a fla g  fo o tb a ll to u rn a m e n t to  

s u p p o rt Kappa Kappa Gamm a

S em i-Form al -  O ur f irs t  fo rm a l fu nc tio n s . W e ren ted  th e  c lubhouse a t a local a p a rtm e n t 

com p lex. B ro the rs  and ne w  m em bers a long w ith  da tes e n joye d  a n ig h t o f  dancing.

C ap tu re  th e  Flag -  B ro the rs  and Pledges g a th e red  on th e  h is to ric  ho rseshoe o n  cam pus fo r  a 

gam e o f c ap tu re  th e  flag.

Scavenger H u n t -  A te am  o f B ro the rs  and a te am  o f p ledges d ro ve  a ro un d  C olum bia w ith  a 

hand fu ll  o f  c lues c rea ted by o u r  socia l cha ir and d o cum e n te d  e ve ry th in g  o n  cam era.

2010

2 /1 7  T r iv ia  -  B ro the rs  and Pledges ca rpoo led  to  a loca l res ta u ran t t o  p lay tr iv ia .

2 /2 1  Baseball gam e -  A ll th e  b ro th e rs  and p ledges a tte n d e d  th e  USC vs. D uquesne as a group.

U lt im a te  F r is b e e -T h e ta  Tau had a te a m  pa rtic ip a te  in th e  in tra m u ra l u ltim a te  Frisbee 

to u rn a m e n t. O th e r b ro th e rs  w e n t to  th e  gam es to  che er o u r  te a m  on!

2 /2 6 -2 8  Beach W e eke nd  -  Pledges and B ro the rs  f ro m  o u r  c o lo ny  jo in e d  th e  Clem son C hapter 

o f  The ta  Tau and re n te d  a house in M y rt le  Beach f o r  th e  w ee ken d. It w as a gre a t w eekend o f 

bo n in g  a nd g e ttin g  t o  kno w  b ro th e rs  f ro m  a n o th e r c hapter.

M a rch  M adness- B ro the rs  to o k  p a rt in  an o n lin e  cha llenge as t o  w h o  c ou ld  p re d ic t th e  w in n e r 

o f  M arch  M adness

26
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Community Service

The C o lo ny o f  T he ta  T au has been w o rk in g  v e ry  ha rd  to  becom e a p ro d u c tive  e le m e n t o f  th e  

c o m m u n ity  a ro u n d  C o lu m b ia . W e have been p a rtic ip a t in g  in  cam pus spo nso red Service 

Saturdays. The f ir s t  o f  w h ic h  w e  he lpe d de co ra te  f o r  th e  ho lida ys  a t a ho m e fo r  hand icapped 

a d u lts . T he second tim e  w e  p a rtic ip a te d  w e  he lpe d  a t a F a rm v ille  o u ts id e  o f  th e  ch ild rens 

m use um  in  C o lu m b ia . W e dressed up  as v eg etab les, ran bo o th s , and he lped ch ild re n  learn 

a b o u t f re sh  fa rm e d  fo od s.

R ece ntly  w e  have becom e a m e m b e r o f  A d o p t-A -H ig h w a y . W e  have sponso red on e  o f 

th e  m a in  roads in  C o lu m b ia  in hopes o f  k ee p in g  i t  c lean and m ak ing  T he ta  Tau be seen as a 

p o s itiv e  ro le  m o d e l in  th e  c o m m u n ity .

27
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Recruitment and Rush

Markyour calendar:

Ij
Wednesday

Theta Tau 
RUSH
Weds, Sept I 

7 pm
Faculty Lounge is w g n i

The U n ive rs ity  o f  South C arolina T he ta  Tau co lo n y  has had 3 successfu l rushes since 

be com ing  a cha p te r last spring . N o t lon g a fte r  o u r  in it ia t io n  as a C olony, w e  had o u r f irs t  rush 

eve n t. Since w e  w ere  s ta rt in g  o ff, w e had a sm all in fo rm a tio n a l m e e tin g  in th e  c o u rt ya rd  o f 

Sw earingen. A t th is  in fo rm a tio n a l m ee ting , w e had a fe w  peop le  com e o u t and ea t pizza w ith  

us. D uring  th e  tw o  ho u rs  o f o u r  eve n t, w e  spent t im e  g e tt in g  to  kn o w  th e  possib le new  

m em be rs  and te ll in g  th e m  a b o u t T he ta  Tau. From  th e  pizza social, w e  rece ived 7 ne w  pledges. 

Since th is  w as o u r  f i r s t  pledge class, m os t o f  th e ir  p ledge processes cons is ted  o f w eek ly  

m ee ting s  a nd hav ing  th e m  he lp  us w ith  ideas on h o w  to  m ake o u r C olony g ro w  and w o rk  on

28
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b e com ing a chapter. O ur second rush w as m ore  invasive. Tw o events  w ere  p lanned th a t 

a llo w e d  th e  b ro the rs  t o  g e t to  kno w  th e  peop le  cam e o u t t o  rush Theta Tau. The f irs t eve n t was 

an ice cream  social. A p o w e r p o in t p re sen ta tio n  w as show n in o rd e r to  g ive th e  possib le new  

m em bers an idea o f w h a t T he ta  Tau w as na tio n a lly  and w h a t it  is here a t USC. The b ro the rs  

m ing led  w ith  th e  rush ies t o  ge t an idea o f  w h a t th e y  w a n te d  fro m  Theta Tau and w h a t th e y  

cou ld  g ive to  o u r  g ro w in g  c o lony. W e  v o ted  on eve ryone a t th e  rush eve n t and decided w h o  to  

ask t o  re tu rn  to  o u r  second eve nt. The fo llo w in g  e ve n t w as a cap tu re  th e  f la g  gam e on the 

horseshoe a t USC. This gave th e  b ro th e rs  a n o th e r chance t o  ge t t o  know  th e  possib le pledges 

and to  also see ho w  th e y  w o rke d  as a team .

The second rush gave us 9  ne w  pledges. D uring  th e ir  rush process, w e  req u ired  th e m  to  

do  one service p ro je c t, one b ro th e rh o o d  event, and one pledge p ro je c t. For th e ir  service 

pro je c t, th e  pledges as w e ll as th e  b ro the rs  cou ld e ith e r  a tte n d  a service Saturday, o r 

pa rtic ip a te  in  a ch a r ity  fla g  fo o tb a ll to u rn a m e n t. For service S aturday, th e  b ro the rs  and pledges 

spent th e  a fte rn o o n  c leaning and p u tt in g  u p  C hristm as de cora tions fo r  a fa c ility  f o r  d isabled 

adu lts . W e  had a boy 's  d iv is ion  te a m  and a g ir l's  d iv is ion  te a m  fo r  th e  c ha rity  f la g  fo o tb a ll 

to u rn a m e n t. The g ir l's  d iv is ion  te a m  cam e in second p lace losing o n ly  t o  th e  g ir l's  d iv is ion  team  

m ade up o f  th e  g ir l's  c lub  rug by  te am  a t USC. The b ro th e rh o o d  eve n t w as a scavenger hu n t 

th ro u g h o u t th e  C olum bia cam pus w h ich  p inned th e  b ro th e rs  a nd p ledges a gainst each othe r. 

The pledges cam e o u t v ic to r io u s  and rea lly  bonded as a group . For th e  pledge p ro je c t, th e  

pledges had t o  p lan a sem i-fo rm a l. They w e re  in charge o f a ll aspects o f th e  eve nt, w hich 

tu rn e d  o u t to  be a g re a t success w ith  a hund red  pe rcen t b ro th e r  a ttendance . The pledges 

coo rd in a te d  to  have m usic, a venue, and even fo o d  all a pa rt o f  th is  special p ro je c t. This 

sem ester, a f te r  ne w  e le c tion s  w e  he ld a sp ring  rush, th e  2nd annua l spring  rush fo r  th e  co lony o f 

Theta Tau a t USC. The f irs t  eve n t w as an in fo rm a tio n a l m ee ting  a b o u t Theta Tau w h e re  we 

presen ted th e  p o w e r p o in t a b o u t Theta Tau na tion a lly  and th e  T heta Tau co lo ny  o f USC. W e 

served pizza and sm all snacks a nd go t t o  know  all th e  pe op le  th a t cam e ou t. Once again we 

vo ted  on w h o  w e w o u ld  in v ite  back t o  th e  second eve nt. This t im e  w e reserved a gam e room  a t 

th e  s tu d e n t un ion  o r  th e  Russell House and those inv ite d  back cam e and en joyed p lay ing pool, 

ping pong, and fo osb a ll w h ile  g e ttin g  to  kn o w  th e  bro the rs . This rush w as o u r m os t successful
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one t o  d a te  g iv in g  us 15 ne w  pledges. They w ill be req u ired  to  do  a t least o ne service p ro ject, 

one b ro th e rh o o d  e ve n t/soc ia l eve n t, and one pledge p ro je c t.

N ew  po lic ies set fo r th  f o r  th e  pledges o f S pring 2010 are  fo rm a l m ee tings, as w e ll 

as m e e tin g  a nd speaking w ith  each b ro th e r ind iv id u a lly  to  p ro m o te  he a lth y  re la tionsh ips 

b e tw ee n  th e  d iffe re n t gene ra tio ns  o f  b ro th e rs  in o u r  C olony. Over th e  past y ea r w e  have 

de ve lo pe d a m uch m ore  stab le  and p lanned o u t rush and pledge process. Each sem ester w e 

reco rd  w h ich  ac tiv itie s  w ere  gre a t and w o u ld  be v iab le op tio n s  fo r  o u r  n e x t rush and pledge 

class. O u r nu m be rs have g ro w n  d ra m a tica lly  a nd w e  are p ro v in g  to  be a f ru it fu l co lo ny  w ith  a 

to ta l o f  37 b ro th e rs  a fte r  th e  in it ia t io n  o f  th e  p ledge class o f  Spring 2010. W e hope th a t th is  

sheds lig h t on to  th e  pro m ise  w e  have as a fu tu re  cha p te r o f  T he ta  Tau and pu ts  som e fa vo rab le  

con s ide ra tion  o f  o u r  p e tit io n  to  m ove o n to  th a t fu tu re .
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Article from Spring 2010

The Gear
The weekend o f November 

21 and 22, 2009, the Theta 

Tau colony at the University 

o f South Carolina enjoyed 

the ir "W eekend o f Theta 

Tau." This weekend created 

an opportun ity fo r the 

colony to  invest tim e into 

the ir philanthropy as well as

The colony visited the Babcock Center to  help decorate fo r the  holidays and spend tim e w ith the 

m entally handicapped. They spent the day making crafts and a life-size Snowman and Santa Claus. In 

addition to  the philanthropic benefits o f th is project, it  also increased knowledge o f Theta Tau on the 

university's campus. The pro ject was organized through University o f South Carolina's service council. 

Theta Tau members also participated in Kappa Kappa Gamma's, a social fratern ity, philanthropy event 

"Kappa Kick-off." This is a daylong, double-elim ination bracket flag football event. Theta Tau boasted 

both a wom en and men's team. The w om en's  team  made into the championship game, and was 

defeated only by the W om en's Rugby flag football team. This supported the nonprofit organizations 

Habitat fo r Humanity; Reading is Fundamental, the  H ill Family Fund, and the Kappa Kappa Gamma 

Foundation. Theta Tau was the only professional fra te rn ity  participating a t th is event.

host the ir firs t semi-formal.
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The colony also completed in itia tion o f its second pledge class. This brought the colony's numbers to 

tw en ty -tw o  members in to ta l, making them  one o f the largest professional fraternities on campus.

To celebrate the initia tion and continue the  weekend's festivities, the  Theta Tau colony hosted its f irst 

annual semi-formal. This event was a huge success and had fu ll participation. The event included heavy 

hors d'oeuvres, organized by the new initia tes as th e ir pledge project.

Members o f Theta Tau also participated in th e ir firs t election process on the evening o f Nov. 21. The 

executive council is new ly elected and tu rnover w ill occur in less than a week. Cristina Adele Kubicki, a 

chemical engineering major, was elected the president o f th is colony. Her plans as president o f this 

organization include: com pleting the  petition fo r a charter and to  have the  University o f South Carolina 

colony o fficia lly installed as a chapter. The colony's action s tatem ent fo r the year is to  establish a solid 

foundation in the engineering programs' faculty and students.

In addition to  the group's weekend festivities, they also host a weekly s tudy group in the  university's 

John C. Swearingen Engineering Center. This is the center o f engineering life on campus. It also 

prom otes the  organization to  o ther engineers tha t are no t curren tly participating in this professional 

organization.

The colony excitedly anticipates the  com pletion and review o f th e ir pe tition fo r a charter at the 

University o f South Carolina.
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Letters of Recommendation

T
33

mailto:sotheta@webmail.sc.edu


301 Main St Swearingen Columbia SC 29225 •sotheta@webmail.sc.edu

BQIiQSTONE

August 11. 2010

To Whom It May Concern.

I write to you to heartrfy recommend the granting of Chapter status to the Theta Tau 
Colony at the University o f South Carolina As an alumnus of the University of 
Alabama. I well remember my time m Theta Tau. and the bonds of friendship and 
brotherhood that remam long after the end of my college career I was pleased to hear 
that a Colony was being established at South Carolina a while back, as I feel that Theta 
Tau provides the engineering student with a peer group that is without equal

As my son a  a  Spnng 2010 pledge to the Colony. I see the great opportunities that can 
come from his association with the fraternity, and was very pleased upon his decision to 
pledge I see many of those same bonds that I recall from my days with Theta Tau 
being formed among the members at the South Carolina Colony, having had the 
opportunity to meet several o f them I feel that the South Carolina Colony, upon 
completion of ad terms and conditions of Chapter status set by Theta Tau, «  worthy of 
Chapter recognition and should receive it when appropriate
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SI V H I I ( A W ) IJ N X
DmBnmvi ,H OtIMii hi Lv jm i iiv .  
Ccautj <¥ r ho-.rrn.'.i H ( tw n nun

Seprcmbei 15.2010
Eaaaiel Jafcbaa Ph.D.
Aswaate Professoi of Ctetnicil Jc Biomedical Eazmeermg 
Depamcear of Cfceaucal Engineenng 
Univenin' of South Carolau Columbia. SC 2920S
O ff (803) 777-8022 Fa\ (803) 777-8265 EaEail abban aener sc.edu

Mr. Michael I  Abrahair. Esacurive Direaoa 
Theta Tau Professional Enpueerine Fraternity 
1011 San Jacinto. Suite205. A ustii TX 78701

Dear Mr. Abraham

I  am pleased to simpori the profession of the Theta Tau Colom- at the University o f South Carolina (USC) 
-  Goimifcu to chapter status The college of engineering at USC provides outstandine ed'ucariou at the bachelor 
master, and doctoral levels in die areas of chemical, mechanical. eIecmcaL biomedical, civil and environmental 
nuclear, and computer science and engineering A ll engineering programs are ABET accredned.

In the Iasi couple of yean. I  have witnessed the enthusiasm, support, and efforts o f the Theta Tau officers 
and members to recruit top students m the college of engineering who share the values of Tbeta Tau These 
students who are among the top m the college, the;, have worked diligently to grow m size, and make Tbeta Tau 
an integral part o f the engineering community at USC. I  am aware that they worked into then busy academic 
schedules several important community projects including Gomg Green and Sustainabilini'. and Environmental 
Responsibun support for the local hospital programs, and others

Then Tau members have organized numerous activities ai the collep o f engineering level to assist students 
They sponsored cookouts during midterms and finals to provide affordable food to student; dunng long 
studying hours. Theia Tau members have organized mentoring tutoring sessions in engineering, maihmiitics 
and sciences to help their engineering classmates and Theu Tau brothers and to improve quality of education 
for younger engineering students Theta Tau members have had three successful recruitment sessions in the past 
couple years, adding 15 members to the colony in each session. In vtdinnr these membership drives have 
been coordinated with the College Engineeruig Career Cemer to provide networking and job opportunities for 
colony members The members hosted a review of summer mtemships to help sttufenis make fee most of the 
summers and feeir education

Tbe colony members have been very careful to recruit chose engineering sradents who share fee values of 
Theta Tau Tbe USC colony is a true professional organization with commitment to the engineering profession 
and community I enthusiastically support elevation of USC Colocy to chapter status As a chapter, the Then 
Tau members w ill undoubtedly espand then value to oar university and community and to vour organization 
With Best Regards

Esmaiel Jabban. PJlD . 
Tbeta Tau Faculty Advisor




