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U niversity o f R hode Is la n d  Colony o f Theta Tau
A  P ro fess io n a l E n g in e e r in g  F ra te rn ity

U R l C olony  o f  T heta  Tau 
C ollege  o f  E ngineering 

I L ippitt Road 
102 B liss Hall 

K ingston , RI 02881 
A pril 8 , 2007

M r. M ichael T . A braham , E xecutive  D irec to r 
T heta  T au  Professional E ng ineering  Fra tern ity  
1011 San Jacin to , Suite 205 
A ustin , T X  78701

D ear M r. A braham :

O v er the  past tw o years, a  g roup  o f  passionate  individuals have  com e toge ther to 
c rea te  som eth ing  spectacu lar. W e have  c om m itted  countless hours to  estab lish ing  local 
trad itions w hile  adhering  to  th e  regu la tions o f  m ore  than  one  hundred  years o f  legacy. 
W e have ded ica ted  o u r tim e  and energy  to  develop ing  rela tionsh ips tha t w ill last a 
life tim e. W e have brought T heta  T au  to  the  U niversity  o f  R hode Island.

T hough the  rew ards o f  be ing  a  pa rt o f  such  a  m eaningful o rgan ization  are  presently  
very  em inent, ou r efforts have no t com e  easily . W e have earned  every  b it o f  respect that 
ou r m em bers and  ou r com m unity  h av e  fo r us. T hrough  exploring  d ifferen t sty les o f  
leadersh ip  and  various m ethods o f  m otivation , w e have reached  stability  w ith in  our 
colony. W e have been  ab le  to  m a in ta in  the  good  nam e o f  T heta  T au  at the U niversity  o f  
Rhode Island  w hile  add ing  ou r ow n sty le  o f  innovation  and  creativ ity . W e have form ed 
loyal friendsh ips w ith  each  o th e r  and  w ith  o u r national b ro thers, and  hope one day  to 
m a in ta in  a perm anent headquarters fo r th e  benefit o f  ou r m em bers.

A t the  U niversity  o f  Rhode Island , T heta  T au  has becom e an  in tegral pa rt o f  the  
C o llege  o f  E ngineering. W e uphold  a  ve ry  c lo se  re la tionsh ip  w ith  the  D ean  and the 
C ha irs o f  each  departm ent o f  engineering . T h is  has p roven  to  be a  va luab le  a sset to  our 
success. W e have responded  to  th e ir  ca lls  fo r he lp  in every  w ay  possib le, and they  have 
con tinued  to  re tu rn  the  gesture. W e  are  know n for ou r com m itm ent to  be ttering  our 
un iversity  a t large, particu larly  its eng inee ring  departm ent. O u r services include b u t are 
no t lim ited  to  tutoring, even t coo rd inating , recru itm ent efforts, etc.



W e approach the  academic feature o f  T heta Tau by mandating study sessions as w ell as 
requiring high-quality grade levels. W e put forth much effort tow ard organizing 
professional events involving active members o f  the engineering industry accompanied 
by well respected guest lecturers.

Thank you for allow ing us to take part in this incredible establishment. Our goal is to 
continue growing w ithin Theta T au and to continue to advance what w e offer for our 
members. Please review our documented milestones in consideration for a ttaining the 
status o f  a chapter o f  T heta Tau.

Respectfully,

Gregory W. Parascandolo

The University o f  Rhode Island Colony o f  T heta Tau



S t u d e n t  M e m b e r s  

□  f  t h e

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R h o d e  I s l a n d  

C o l o n y  o f  T h e t a  T a u

W e, the  m em bers o f  the  U n ive rsity  O f  Rhode Island C olony  O f  T heta  T au 
Professional E ngineering  Fra tern ity , do  he reby  pe tition  for chap te r status.

W e, the  undersigned , p ledge ou r com m itm ent, dedica tion, and  desire  to  prom ote 
and  m aintain a  high  standard  o f  p ro fessiona l interest am ong our m em bers and to  unite 
them  in  a strong  bond  fraternal fellow ship . AU o f  w hom  sign declare  his o r  h e r m ajor as 
eng ineering  at the  U niversity  o f  R hode  Island  and in add ition , have no a ffilia tion  w ith 
any  organ ization  com petitive  w ith  T heta  T au. It is a lso  stated w e a ll a re  in com pliance  
w ith  a ll e lig ib ility  requirem ents fo r m em bersh ip  o f  T heta  T au and the U niversity  O f  
R hode Island C olony  O f  T heta T au  m eets the  requ irem ents to  p roceed  on to  chapter 
status.
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P a trick  A ddai. Jdrem y B rousseau

fn+Jt
J o ^ p h  P. G iancaspro

T W
A lexandra  D em psey X fid re w ^ o r re ii" ^



A ndre ii/J . D iCesare 

M atthew  D unham

'tA '
Emilv GotftfdeV AT 7!E m ily  G q ^ t t e v)

(p i v A w j M  vZCUvnLdtZ7
C ourtney  K ennedy

P P / P --------
B rad K ulis

A nthony  Phillips

R obert P riedm ann 

A lexander R eeb

C orey  T ew ner
P. 7̂̂ POU_rr .

J aiLJ-  U Ckbsr̂ —
PhillipCiVagner ( /

R elxlcah W igton

~Eu-fv At#4ju

IA- Ax-
/c n n ife r B line

CU

CbiutXX)'— ------—
A ndrew  D aSilva

D avid D ionisopoulos

S i  Ih ^K X U f,'?

XilA=Zl AldJL-
K ristin  M alakom

T VnVilL.
Flnnfl Vinlfl ’

B enjam in  A dam s



I M U *

B enjam in A dam s
N arragansett, RI 
B iochem ical E ngineering  BS,
F rench  L itera tu re  and  L anguage BA 
3 .72 G PA
G raduating: M ay 2010
M em ber of: Ph i Eta Sigm a, Freshm an H onor Society 
B adam s256@ m ail.uri.edu

Patrick A ddai
Providence , RI 
C ivil E ngineering  BS 
2 .19 G PA
G raduating : M ay  2008 
Pach0717@ m ail.u ri.edu

Jennifer  B line
Paw tucket, RI 
O cean  E ngineering  BS,
Spanish  L itera tu re  and L anguage BA
2 .77  G PA
G raduating : M ay  2010 
P inkbird7@ m ail.u ri.edu

J e ff  Borden
V ice R egent, Fall 06 
R ichboro, PA  
C om pu ter E ngineering  BS,
F rench L itera tu re  and  L anguage BA 
2 .97  G PA
G raduating : M ay  2009
M em ber of: I .E .E .E ., O rien ta tion  Leader,
E ngineering  A m bassadors
Jborden@ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:Badams256@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Pach0717@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Pinkbird7@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Jborden@mail.uri.edu


Jerem y Brousseau
P ascoag, RJ
B iom edical and  Electrical E ngineering  BS, G erm an 
L itera ture  and L anguage BA
2.6 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2009 
M em ber of: IE P  Program  
ibrousseau@ m ail.u ri.edu

Eric Butkus
W allingford , C T  
B iom edical E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera tu re  and  L anguage BA
2.33 G PA
G raduating : M ay  2009 
M em ber of: I.E .E.E . 
ericbutkus@ m ail.u ri.edu

Scott C arlson
Sutton, M A
M echanical E ngineering  BS
4 .0  G PA
G raduating : M ay  2009 
M em ber of: Ph i E ta  Sigm a 
carlsons@ m ail.u ri.edu

M ichael J  C en tazzo
Providence , RI 
M echanica l E ngineering  BS
3.48 G PA
G raduating : M ay  2008
M em ber of: P i T au  Sigm a, Sigm a A lpha Pi
m cen tazzo@ m ail.u ri. edu

mailto:ibrousseau@mail.uri.edu
mailto:ericbutkus@mail.uri.edu
mailto:carlsons@mail.uri.edu
mailto:mcentazzo@mail.uri
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M aria  C ieslew sk i
W atertow n, CT
B iom edical and  E lectrical E ngineering  BS 
3.13 G PA
G raduating: D ecem ber 2008
M em ber of: W om en 's V arsity  Sw im  T eam , Student
A th le te  A dvisory  Com m ittee  V ice P resident
R ia2886@ m ail.u ri.edu

E ric C ollette
Sheffield , V T 
Civil E ngineering  BS
3.68 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2011
M em ber of: N ational T echnical H onors Society 
Eric co llette@ m ail.u ri.edu

A nd rew  C orreia
Sm ithfield , Rl 
C iv il E ngineering  BS
2.7 G PA
G raduating: M ay 2010 
T ubbs550@ hotm ail.com

A nd rew  D aSilva
N orth  K ingston , R l 
C ivil E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera ture  and L anguage BA  
3.75 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2011
M em ber of: In ternational E ngineering  P rogram  
A ndrew  D aSilva@ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:Ria2886@mail.uri.edu
mailto:collette@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Tubbs550@hotmail.com
mailto:DaSilva@mail.uri.edu


A lexandra  D em psey
G reenville , RJ 
E lectrical E ngineering  BS,
French L itera ture  and L anguage BA
2.8 G PA
G raduating : M ay  2009
M em ber of: In ternational E ngineering  Program , I.E .E.E . 
akalex i@ m ail.u ri.edu

A nd rew  J. D iC esare
Suffie ld , C T
M echanical E ngineering  BS
2.5 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008
M em ber of: SA E  M ini B aja, A m erican Socie ty  o f  
M echanica l E ngineers 
ad icesare@ m ail.u ri.edu

D avid D ion isopou los
Sm ithfie ld , RJ 
E lectrical E ngineering  BS
3.33 G PA
G raduating : M ay  2010 
M em ber of: R am  Com puters 
D dionisopoulus@ m ail.u ri.edu

M atthew  D unham
V ice R egent, Sp ring  2007 
B arring ton , N H  
M echanica l E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera tu re  and  L anguage BA
3.07 G PA
G raduating : M ay  2009
M em ber of: In ternational E ngineering  P rogram  
D unham 8504@ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:akalexi@mail.uri.edu
mailto:adicesare@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Ddionisopoulus@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Dunham8504@mail.uri.edu


Loren Eckardt
Saratoga  Springs, NY 
O cean  E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera ture  and L anguage BA 
2 .78  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2009
M em ber of: Rugby T eam , M arine T echnological 
Society, S.H .P.E .
Leckardtf5im ail.uri.edu

R ob Ervolino
Brookfield, CT 
C hem ical E ngineering  BS 
3.71 G PA
G raduating: M ay 2009
M em ber of: Phi E ta  Sigm a, K ingston  F ire  D epartm ent, 
URI M arching  Band, U RI Concert Band 
eeem b@ m ail.u ri.edu

Jonath an F ortunati
Sm ithfie ld , RI
B iom edical E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera ture  and L anguage BA
3.5 G PA
G raduating: M ay 2010 
M em ber of:
Sp ikeball07@ gm ail.com

Sean Foster
C oventry , Rl
M echanica l E ngineering  BS
2 .00  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2009 
fstrsn@ vahoo.com

mailto:eeemb@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Spikeball07@gmail.com
mailto:fstrsn@vahoo.com
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M atthew  J G allagher
K eene, NH
B iom edical and  E lectrical E ngineering  BS 
3.11 G PA
G raduating: M ay 2009
M em ber of: C ross C ountry , T rack and  Field
G allv524@ m ail.u ri.edu

Joseph  P. G ian caspro
W esterly , Rl
M echanica l E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera ture  and L anguage BA
2 .77  G PA
G raduating: M ay 2009 
M em ber of:
m agicengineer@ m ail.u ri.edu

E m ily  G oyette
South A ttleboro , M A  
B iom edical E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera ture  and  L anguage BA 
2.54 G PA
G raduating : M ay  2011
M em ber of: In ternational E ngineering  Program  
E m ilv-govette@ m ail.u ri.edu

A

R ene J G u erra
W oonsocket, Rl 
C om pu ter E ngineering  BS 
3.22 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008 
R ilatin2k4@ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:Gallv524@mail.uri.edu
mailto:magicengineer@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Emilv-govette@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Rilatin2k4@mail.uri.edu


Jeffrey  H anson Jr.
W akefie ld, R l 
U ndecided  E ngineering  BS
3.66 G PA
G raduating: M ay 2010
M em ber of: Phi E ta  Sigm a H onor Society
F reedm ind02879@ vahoo.com

Brad H arrim an
D anbury , C T
M echanica l E ngineering  BS
2 .8  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008
M em ber of: U ltim ate  Frisbee  Team
bradh@ m ail.u ri.edu

Brian Kelly
C um berland , Rl 
E lectrical E ngineering  BS
2.92 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008 
M em ber of: I.E .E.E . 
Briank@ m ail.u ri.edu

C ourtn ey  K ennedy
L ynnfield , M A 
M echanica l E ngineering  BS
2.7  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008
M em ber of: Soc ie ty  o f  W om en E ngineers
ckennedv@ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:reedmind02879@vahoo.com
mailto:bradh@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Briank@mail.uri.edu
mailto:ckennedv@mail.uri.edu


M ich ael A . K inahan
W est Bridgew ater, MA 
C iv il E ngineering  BS 
2 .42  G PA
G raduating : M ay  2008 
B chigh2004@ m ail.u ri.edu

D em etrios K ontou lis
B ellingham , M A  
M echanica l E ngineering  BS
2.8 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008 
M em ber of: A .S.M .E. 
dkontoul is@ m ail.uri.edu

X iong K ue
Providence , RJ 
M echanica l E ngineering  BS
2.2 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2009
M em ber of: A sian  Student A ssociation , SA E  M ini Baja

B rad K ulis
C lin ton , M A
O cean  E ngineering  B S1
G erm an L itera ture  and  L anguage BA
3.67 G PA
G raduating : M ay  2009
M em ber of: T au  Beta  Pi, U RI R obotics C lub , N .S.C .S. 
ku lisb@ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:Bchigh2004@mail.uri.edu
mailto:is@mail.uri.edu
mailto:kulisb@mail.uri.edu


Filip Losow ski
V ice R egent Spring  2006 
W oonsocket, RI 
C ivil E ngineering  B S1 
G erm an L itera tu re  and  L anguage BA
2.93 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2009
M em ber of: A .S .C .E ., U RI Rugby
lcem anT PK @ m ail.u ri.edu

A nd rew  Logan
Paw catuck , CT 
M echanica l E ngineering  BS
2.48 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008 
M em ber of: U R l Rugby Team  
L u m u ts0 0 5 1 @ m ail.u ri.edu

K ristin  M alakorn
W arw ick , RI 
C iv il E ngineering  BS
3.69  G PA
G raduating : M ay  2009
M em ber of: Socie ty  o f  W om en E ngineers
K M alakom @ m ail.u ri.edu

Jen n a  M arcus
A ugusta , M E
B iom edical and  E lectrical E ngineering  BS 
3 .47  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2009
M em ber of: Ph i E ta  S igm a, N .S.C .S., T au  B eta Pi 
JennaM @ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:lcemanTPK@mail.uri.edu
mailto:KMalakom@mail.uri.edu
mailto:JennaM@mail.uri.edu


D aniel M aruca
Pem broke, M A 
M echanica l E ngineering  BS
2.81 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008
M em ber of: A .S.M .E ., U RI Lacrosse
D M aruca@ m ail.u ri.edu

R yan M oore
G alesferry , C T  
O cean  E ngineering  BS 
3.18 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008
M em ber of: V arsity  T rack  and Field
R van l3xc@ ho tm ail.com

D ave P ancarow icz
W arw ick , RI
E lectrical and  B iom edical E ngineering  BS
3.1 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2010 
M em ber of: E ngineering  M entors 
spu tn ik@ cox.net

G regory  W . Parascandolo
R egent 2006-2007 , V ice R egent 2007 
Johnston , RI
M echanica l E ngineering  BS 
3.52 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008
M em ber of: A .S .M .E ., S igm a A lpha P i, Pi T au  Sigm a,
E ngineering  A m bassadors
pa rasce@ egr.uri.edu

mailto:DMaruca@mail.uri.edu
mailto:Rvanl3xc@hotmail.com
mailto:sputnik@cox.net
mailto:parasce@egr.uri.edu
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A nthon y Phillips
E nglish tow n, NJ 
M echanica l E ngineering BS 
2 .02  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2009

R obert Priedem ann
Shoreham , NY 
M echanica l E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera ture  and L anguage BA
3.81 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2010
M em ber of: A .S.M .E ., Socie ty  o f  W om en E ngineers, Pi 
T au  Sigm a
priedm ann@ m ail. uri.edu

A lexan d er  R eeb
N orth  W ales, PA 
C iv il E ng ineering  B S1 
G erm an L itera ture  and L anguage BA
3 .96  G PA
G raduating  M ay 2010
M em ber of: A .S .C .E ., Ph i E ta  Sigm a
X arber@ hotm ail.com

T h om as N . R ider
B ow , NH
E lectrical E ngineering  BS 
3 .64  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008
M em ber of: T au  B eta P i, N .S.C .S.
T rider@ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:Xarber@hotmail.com
mailto:Trider@mail.uri.edu


Joseph  R ios
R egent Spring  2007 
M eriden, CT
M echanical E ngineering  BS
2.7 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008 
ioevrios@ m ail.u ri.edu

J ean-P hillipe  Shulm an
W illiam ston , NC 
C iv il E ngineering  BS,
F rench  L itera ture  and  L anguage BA
2.68 G PA
G raduating : D ecem ber 2007 
M em ber of: A .S.C .E. 
iptheta ll@ vahoo.com

C orey  T ow ner
Sm ithfie ld , Rl
B iom edical E ngineering  BS,
S panish  L itera ture  and L anguage BA
2.03 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2010
M em ber of: International E ngineering  P rogram  
Paige9837@ m ail.u ri.edu

E lana V iola
C ranston , Rl
E lectrical E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera ture  and L anguage B A , C hem istry  BS, 
M athem atics BS 
3.95 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2010
M em ber of: C o llege  o f  C hem istry  R esearch  A ssistant 
ev io la@ chm .uri.edu

mailto:ioevrios@mail.uri.edu
mailto:ipthetall@vahoo.com
mailto:Paige9837@mail.uri.edu
mailto:eviola@chm.uri.edu


P hil W agner
D ouglas, MA
C ivil E ngineering  BS, G erm an L itera ture  and L anguage 
BA
2.97 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2010 
M em ber of: A .S.C .E. 
pw agner@ m ail.u ri.edu

Scott W aterbury
A rling ton , VA 
M echanica l E ngineering  BS 
2 .29  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008 
M em ber of: A .S . M . E. 
w aterbs@ ,egr.uri.edu

R eb ek ah  W igton
Jam es tow n, RI 
B iom edical E ngineering  BS,
S panish  L itera ture  and L anguage BA
3.54 G PA
G raduating : M ay 2009 
M em ber of: U Rl W om en’s Rugby 
K ickboxerl 14@ aol.com

K u rt W issm an
O rleans, M A  
O cean  E ngineering  BS
3.54  G PA
G raduating : M ay 2008
M em ber of: Ph i E ta Sigm a, M arine  T echnological 
Society
K W issm an@ m ail.u ri.edu

mailto:pwagner@mail.uri.edu
mailto:14@aol.com
mailto:KWissman@mail.uri.edu


S ebastian Z alew ski
C um berland , RI 
M echanica l E ngineering  BS,
G erm an L itera tu re  and L anguage BA 
2 .9  G PA
G raduating: M ay 2008
M em ber of: International E ngineering  Program  
Z alew ss@ egr.uri.edu

mailto:Zalewss@egr.uri.edu


A l u m n i  d f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  d f  R h d d e  I s l a n d  C d l d n y  d f  

T h e t a  T a u

Akinyemi Akinsinde 

Christopher A. Carlson 

Jonathan Grillot 

Nicholas Hindle 

Hamed Lahijani 

Joshua C. Mombourquette 

Dave C. Roman 

Jean Paul Vandeputte

F a c u l t y  A d v i s d r  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  d f  R h d d e  I s l a n d  C d l d n y  d f  

T h e t a  T a u

Associate Dean Raymond Wright, P.H.D., P.E.

D ean R aym ond W right has been  o u r faculty  adv iso r since  the  sp ring  2007 
sem ester. H e replaces fo rm er D ean  T hom as J. K im , o u r o rig inal facu lty  advisor, w ho is 
c urren tly  retiring  from  the  U n ive rsity  o f  R hode Island.

T he im pact D ean W righ t has had on  the  fra tern ity  has been  im m easurab le  thus 
far, H e is  extrem ely  ded ica ted , o ften  inconveniencing  him self, w ithou t a second  thought, 
to  a ssis t the  fraternity  in any  w ay  im aginab le. H e is a  vita l part o f  ou r opera tional 
struc ture , s tay ing  w ell past norm al o ffice  hours to  a ttend  o u r  ch air  m eetings, o ften giv ing  
m em bers’ advice  on fra ternal activ ities, p rofessional and  caree r consu lta tions, and 
personal issues alike.



H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R h o d e  

I s l a n d  

K i n g s t o n , R l

T he U niversity  w as chartered  a s  the  state 's agricultural school in  1888. T he O liver 
W atson  Farm  w as pu rchased  as a  site  fo r the  school, and  the  o ld  farm house, now  
restored, still stands on  the  cam pus. T he school becam e the  Rhode Island  C o llege  o f  
A griculture  and M echanic  A rts in  1892, and the first c lass o f  17 m em bers w as graduated 
tw o years later.

T he M orrill A ct o f  1862 p rov ided  for the  sa le  o f  public  lands. Incom e from  these 
sa les w as to  be used to  c reate  a t least one co llege  in each state w ith  the  principal purpose 
o f  teach ing  agricu ltu re  and m echanic  arts. From  this g ran t o f  land  com es the  term  "land 
gran t,"  w hich app lied  to  the  na tional system  o f  s ta te  colleges. In  a  la ter adap ta tion  o f  the 
concept, federal funds g iven  to  co lleges fo r m arine research  and  ex tension  are  called  "sea 
g rants."

In 1909 the  nam e o f  the  co llege  w as changed  to  Rhode Island  State C ollege , and 
the  program  o f  study  w as rev ised  and expanded . In  1951 the  co llege  becam e the 
U niversity  o f  Rhode Island  by  an ac t o f  the  G enera l A ssem bly. The B oard o f  G overnors 
fo r H igher E ducation appoin ted  by  the governor becam e the  govern ing  body  o f  the 
U niversity  in  1981.

T h e  U niversity  o f  Rhode Island  is the  principal pub lic  research  and graduate 
institu tion  in the  State o f  Rhode Island  w ith  responsib ilities fo r expand ing  know ledge, for 
transm itting  it, and  for foste ring  its applica tion . Its sta tus as a land  grant, sea  gran t, and 
urban  g ran t institu tion  h igh ligh ts  its trad itions o f  na tura l resource , m arine, and urban  
rela ted research. The U niversity  is com m itted  to p rov id ing  strong  undergraduate  
p rogram s to  prom ote  s tudents ' eth ica l developm ent and  capabilities as critical and 
independent thinkers. T o  m eet studen t and societal needs, it offers undergraduate  
p rofessional education  prog ram s in  a w ide  range o f  disc ip lines. G raduate  p rogram s 
p rovide  rigorous advanced  study  and  research  opportun ities fo r personal and professional 
developm ent. W ith undergraduate  and graduate  p rogram s in the  liberal a rts  and sc iences 
and  focus p rogram s in  the  a reas o f  m arine  and environm enta l stud ies; health ; children, 
fam ilies, and  com m unities; and  en terprise  and  advanced  technology , th e  U niversity  
s trives to  m eet the  rap id ly  chang ing  needs o f  the  State, the  country , and  the  w orld.

T o  help  ach ieve  the  teach ing , research, and  serv ice  ob jec tives referred  to  above 
and  to  extend  inte llectual, cu ltu ral, and  social horizons, the  U n ive rsity  offers a va rie ty  o f  
specia l p rogram s, inc lud ing  opportun ities fo r learning ou tside  th e  c lass room  and for 
c om m unity  service. C om m itted  to  e ffec tive  learning, the  U n iversity  encourages close 
studen t-facu lty  interaction. D istinctive  p rogram s such  as interd iscip linary  research 
p artnersh ips involv ing  faculty , studen ts, and prac titioners from  w ith in  and  ou tside  the 
U niversity  are supported . It co llabora tes w ith governm enta l and  o the r agencies, w ith 
o the r educational institu tions, and  w ith  industry. It m ain ta ins ex tensive  ou treach  and 
c on tinu ing  education  program s. T h e  U niversity  sponsors an ex tensive  a rray  o f  concerts, 
p erform ances, and exh ib itions in m usic, theater, and o the r fine  arts, and  m aintains



significant recreational fac ilities and no tab le  program s in  intram ural and  intercollegiate 
athletics.

T he U niversity  seeks ta len ted  undergraduate  and  graduate  students, faculty , and 
s ta f f  from  a w ide a rray  o f  cu ltu ral, econom ic , and  e thn ic  backgrounds w ho collabora te  in 
an in tellectual and social com m unity  o f  m utual respect to  leam , to  be  enriched , and to 
p roduce  sign ifican t research  and  scholarly  and  creative  w orks. Its students, in a ll the ir 
diversity  from  R hode Island, across the  country, and a round the  g lobe, are expected  to  be 
active  participants bo th  in and beyond  the  c lassroom . T heir perform ance, poten tia l, and 
com m itm ent m ark  them  as capable  o f  advanced study  and as fu ture  leaders.

T o  fulfill its specia l ob liga tions to  the  State o f  Rhode Island , the  U niversity  
cooperates in o ffering  program s w ith  o the r Rhode Island in stitu tions o f  higher education, 
pub lic  and private. It is com m itted , through  cooperative  governance , to an on-going 
evaluation o f  p rogram s, p rio rities, and  processes in o rder to  im prove ex isting  program s 
and to  anticipate  chang ing  needs and new  challenges. A spiring  to  have  a  quality  and 
ex ten t o f  influence beyond  the  s ta te , w ith  bread th  o f  vision and  bo ldness o f  approach, the 
U niversity  o f  Rhode Island s trives fo r excellence  fo r Rhode Island and  for the  country.



T h e  C d l l e g e  d f  E n g i n e e r i n g

T he College  o f  E ngineering  offe rs  undergraduate m ajors in  biom edical, chem ical, 
chem ical and  ocean, civil, com puter, elec trica l, industrial, m echanical, and ocean 
engineering. In addition , an ocean  op tion  is availab le  in m echanica l eng ineering . Because 
the  sam e fundam ental concep ts underlie  a ll b ranches o f  engineering , the  freshm an-year 
courses are  quite s im ilar for a ll curricu lum s, and the  cho ice  o f  a specific  b ranch o f  
eng ineering  m ay be de layed  un til the  beginn ing  o f  e ither the  second  term  or the  second 
year o f  study. S tudents e lec ting  one  o f  the  program s tha t include ocean  op tions follow  the 
cu rricu lum  for chem ical o r  m echanica l eng ineering  for tw o o r  three years and e nro ll in 
m any ocean engineering  courses in  the  ju n io r and sen ior years.

T he College  o f  E ngineering  a lso  o ffe rs a  f ive-year In ternational E ngineering 
Program  (IE P ) in  w hich  studen ts  earn  tw o  degrees: a  B achelor o f  Science  in  engineering 
and  a Bachelor o f  A rts in  a foreign language. T he foreign languages curren tly  o ffered  by 
the  IE P program  are G erm an, F rench  and  Spanish. In addition  to  the ir engineering 
courses, students study  the  fore ign  language, business, and  cu ltu re. S tudents spend six 
m onths abroad in a  p rofessional internsh ip  in a  E uropean, L atin  A m erican , o r  C aribbean 
country. U pon graduation , s tuden ts are  w ell prepared  to  com pete  in the g lobal 
m arketplace.

AU o f  the eng ineering  cu rricu lum s are  based  on an in tense  study  o f  m athem atics, 
the  basic  sciences, and  the  eng ineering  sc iences com m on to  a ll b ranches o f  the  
p rofession . O n this base  is b u ilt the  in-depth study  o f  the  im portan t p rincip les and 
c oncepts o f  each separate d isc ip line. T hese  princip les are  applied  to  the  understand ing  
and  solution o f  p rob lem s o f  curren t in terest and im portance  in  the field. E ach curriculum  
is designed  to p rov ide  the  know ledge and  ab ility  necessary  fo r p rac tice  as a p rofessional 
eng ineer, o r  fo r successful graduate  study , w hich  m ay  include law, business 
adm in istra tion , o r m edicine, as w ell as the  norm al eng ineering  and sc ience  d isciplines.

T he college 's goal is to  stim ula te  ou r studen ts to  becom e c reative, responsible  
engineers , aw are  o f  the  social im plica tions o f  th e ir  w ork  and flex ib le  enough  to  ad just to 
the  rap id  changes tak ing  p lace  in  a ll branches o f  engineering. E ngineers from  all fields 
a re  heav ily  involved in  the  so lu tion  o f  technolog ica l and socio-technolog ical problem s.

T he fo llow ing curricu la  a t U R I are  accred ited  by  the  E ngineering  C om m ission  o f  
the  A ccred ita tion  B oard  for E ng ineering  and T echnology  (AB ET):

Chemical Engineering 
Civil Engineering 

Computer Engineering 
Electrical Engineering 
Industrial Engineering 

Manufacturing Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering 

Ocean Engineering

B iom edical E ngineering  is  in  the  p rocess o f  being  accred ited  and  w ill b e  evalua ted  in fall 
2 012  by A BET.



T h e  H i s t d r y  d f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d f  R h d d e  

I s l a n d  C o l o n y  d f  T h e t a  T a u

T he colony o f  T heta  T au  a t the  U niversity  o f  Rhode Island w as estab lished  upon 
the sam e princip les and  ideas as that o f  the national fraternity . T hese  are  the  ideals o f  
brotherhood  and un ity , sha red  from  the heart o f  the  national fraternity  ou t to  a ll o f  its 
chapters. Friendsh ip  and  cam araderie  in engineering  w ere  the  basis for the c reation  o f  
T heta  T au Rho, the  officia l title  given  to  the local fraternity  e stab lished  a t the  U niversity  
o f  Rhode Island. W e have m a in ta ined  this ideo logy  since ou r inception, w hich has served 
to  guide  us forw ard  on th e  path to chap te r sta tu s, as w ell as kep t the  m em bers o f  the 
colony focused on  the im portance  o f  m ain ta in ing  the ir  va lues and a  strong  com m itm ent 
to  them selves, to  the ir  b ro thers, and  to  the noble p ro fession  o f  engineering.

G roup p h o to  a t o u r  co lony  initia tion  on  F ebruary  25, 2006.

The sp ring  season  o f  2005 b rought change to  a g roup  o f  friends orig inally  brought 
together by the  purpose  o f  study  engineering. F o r these  young  m en, the  first year o f  their 
co llege experience  a t th e  U niversity  o f  Rhode Island w as com ing  to  a  close; a ll o f  them  
eage r and excited  to  com plete  the ir initiation as new  co llege  s tuden ts O ne friend, G reg 
Parascandolo , p roposed  the  idea o f  founding a g roup , a  fra tern ity , w hereby  a ll o f  them 
could  com e together to  s tudy  and  socialize. T he o thers exp ressed  the ir en thusiasm  for this 
p roposed institu tion  that, by its c reation, w ould  d raw  them  toge ther in bo th  academ ia  and 
brotherhood. T he fall season  o f  2005 brought M ichael A braham  o f  the  T heta Tau C entral 
O ffice  to the U niversity  o f  Rhode Island w here he p resen ted  these  studen ts w ith  a 
p roposition  to  fo rm  a co lony  w ith  T heta T au, a p rofessional eng ineering  fraternity . U nder 
the direc tion  o f  M ichael A braham  and the  leadersh ip  o f  G reg  Parascandolo  and a select 
few  o thers, T heta  T au  R ho w as created. Positions w ere form ed and  officers w ere 
appoin ted , and a p lan  to  reach  the goals o f  co lony  and  then  chap te r s ta tus w as developed. 
T he g roup  approached  the  D ean  o f  th e  C o llege  o f  E ngineering  a t U R l and m ade it  know n 
tha t the  brothers o f  T heta  T au  Rho w ere  availab le  to  a ssis t the  co llege , its s ta ff  and 
faculty , and studen ts w ith  various events and program s. D uring the  2005-2006  academ ic 
y ear follow ing  the  visit o f  M ichael A braham , the  G rand  R egent o f  T heta  T au , M ike 
L ivingston, and o the r a ssociates visited  the  g roup a t U R l to  m eet w ith  the m em bers and



engage in d iscussions dealing  w ith  the  true  m eaning o f  brotherhood , the values 
rep resen ted  in T heta  Tau, the  goals o f  the  colony and chap ter, and how  a  co lony  can 
accom plish  the ir  goals. D uring the  second sem es ter o f  tha t academ ic  year, T heta  T au Rho 
w as o fficia lly  recognized  by T heta  T au  and in itiated  into the  fraternity  as a colony. 
E leven  founding fathers w ere acknow ledged  follow ed  by  the  rem ainder o f  the A lpha 
C lass, the  first pledge class o f  the  colony. T he new  co lony  held  form al elec tions soon 
afte r and  the  first o fficial regen t (G reg  Parascandolo), v ice-regent (Filip  L osow ski), 
Scribe  (M ichael Centazzo), and  treasurer (Jean-Paul V andeputte) w ere e lec ted  by the 
o the r m em bers.

P hoto  a t G am m a in itia tion  banquet, D ecem ber 2, 2006.

T he spring  sem ester a t U R I du ring  th e  2005-2006  year p rov ided  the  URI colony 
o f  T heta  T au  w ith its first experience  o f  fra tern ity  trad ition . C om m ittees fo r pledg ing  and 
ru sh ing  w ere  e stab lished  to  plan  and com plete the  p ledg ing  and  initiation o f  th e  B eta 
p ledge c lass. D uring  th is  tim e, the colony began  estab lish ing  com m ittees and chairs in 
o rder to  de legate  responsib ilities and  im prove bureaucratic  effic iency. A lthough  m uch 
responsib ility  s till fell on the  president, G reg  Parascandolo , the  co lony  w as slow ly  
m ov ing  tow ards se lf-sufficiency  ra the r than  a  reliance  on  one individual. The 
Professional D evelopm ent Com m ittee , as w ell as the  C om m unity  Serv ice  C om m ittee, 
scheduled  various events. T he b ro thers o f  the  U RI co lony  o f  T heta  T au  attended  the 
R elay for L ife  at the  U niversity  o f  Rhode Island, as w ell as ga thering  speakers sponsored  
by the  College  o f  E ngineering  to  speak  before  the studen ts w ith in  the  co llege . The 
P rofessional D evelopm ent Com m ittee  a lso  took  it upon  its e lf  to  be the  bearer o f  
responsib ility  for such program s as “ M aking  a C ase  fo r E ngineering”, as w ell as several 
o thers . Besides the professional im portance  o f  these  events, a  stronger fra ternal bond 
developed  am ong th e  m em bers and  a  c lo ser tru st w as instilled  in the  brothers. In addition 
to  com m ittees the  frequency  o f  m eetings, open  d iscussions, and  the  introduction  o f  
by law s and  sta tu tes he lped  th e  co lony  m ature  and  develop  a m ore  professional m indset 
and  appearance . T he end o f  the  2005-2006  academ ic  year ended  w ith  the  successfu l 
in itiation  o f  the  co lony ’s  first form al pledge c lass , B eta. C onstan t m eetings throughout 
the  year he lped  shape the  v ision  o f  the  co lony’s  m em bers and  assisted  in  keep ing  the 
m em bers focused and on track  w ith  the  goal o f  becom ing  a  chapter.



G am m a class a t th e ir  initiation banquet, D ecem ber 2, 2006.

T he start o f  the  2006-2007  academ ic year brought e lec tions o f  new  officers to  the 
co lony; although  G reg  Parascandolo  rem ained  as co lony  regen t, the  e lec ted  board 
b rought a new  atm osphere  to  the  colony. C on trasting  the  prev ious year, the  new  year 
brought a stronger o fficer p resence  w ith  very capable  m em bers tak ing  responsib ilities 
tha t w ere previously left unattended . O ver the  m onths, a  sm all num ber o f  m em bers left 
the  colony, leaving a  vo id  that w as soon to  be filled  by  the G am m a pledge c lass. The 
grow ing  experience  o f  the  co lony  m em bers and  officers w as reflected  in the  rush  for new  
m em bers and organization  o f  pledge events. T he pledge c lass , inspired by the  current 
m em bers, eagerly pa rticipa ted  in  events and program s p rovided  by the  bro thers, such as 
c reating  a  Rube G oldberg  m achine , develop ing  com m unity  serv ice  events, and  elec ting  
officers w ithin the  pledge c lass. T he bro thers, on  the  o the r hand , w ere inspired by  the 
fervor and passion  w ith  w hich  the  G am m a c lass com pleted  the ir p ledging  process. The 
colony, still s truggling  w ith leadersh ip  and responsib ility , w as soon rejuvenated  w ith the 
new  m em bers o f  the  G am m a c lass w ho w ere soon  e lec ted  and  appoin ted  to  various 
positions w ith in  the  co lony  bureaucracy . A  new  structure  w as form ulated and 
im plem ented  w ith in  the  co lony , w ith tw o d istinctly  separate  b ranches (professional and 
social) each headed by  a  separate  vice-regen t, w hich helped  outline the c o lony ’s 
com m itm ents and  renew ed the  m em bers’ in terest in  reach ing  the  goal o f  chap te r status.

T he U niversity  o f  R hode  Island co lony  o f  T heta  T au  has e stab lished  its e lf  as an 
im portan t aspect to  the  C o llege  o f  E ngineering  and to  U R l as a w hole. From  participating  
in “M eet the U niversity” events he ld  by  U RI a ll th e  w ay  to  calling  prospective  
eng ineering  freshm en to  d iscuss the ir accep tance  to  U R l to  o rgan iz ing  the co lony’s ow n 
events and  social ou tings, the  m em bers have grow n as ind iv iduals and as a  g roup  and 
gained  valuable experience  for th e ir  careers and p ro fessiona l endeavors. The co lony  has 
m aturated  into a  ded ica ted  g roup  o f  engineering  s tuden ts devo ted  no t only to  the ir values, 
fam ilies, and  com m unities bu t a lso  to  the  d istingu ished  profession  and the  venerable 
fraternity  they  represent.



T H E T A  T A U
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY IOII San Jacinto. Suite 205 

Austin1TX 78701 
512/472-1904 Fax. 512/472-4820 

Internet: CcntralfgiThetaTau.org 
Web: www.ThetaTau.org

C E N T R A L  O FFIC E

M arch 21, 2007

0 T  E xecutive  Council 
T heta  T au  C entral O ffice 
1011 San Jacin to , Suite 205 
A ustin1T X  78701

D ear Brothers:

I am  p leased  to  encourage  you r favorab le  vo te  on  the  petition  from  the  U niversity  o f  Rhode 
Island  C olony  to becom e a  C hapter o f  T heta  Tau.

S ince  its certifica tion  in F ebruary  2006, the C olony  has diligen tly  pu rsued  its ob jective  o f  
successfu lly  petition ing  abou t a year la ter to  becom e a  chapter. D uring tha t tim e, I be lieve  it has 
functioned  far above ou r expectations o f  an e stab lished  chapter.

M y  first personal con tac t w ith the  g roup  w as the  Fall o f  2005 a t the  tim e o f  the  organ izational 
v is it in advance  o f  the c o lony ’s fo rm ation. A t that tim e, I also m e t w ith  the ir adv iser Dr. K im  
and  eng ineering  school D ean N assersharif. From  the  onset, the  engineering  co llege  has fully 
supported  the  T heta  T au  local and  colony. T hen , and since, I have been  im pressed  by the 
m em bers, the ir  activ ities, and the  fact tha t they  appropria tely  enjoy  the  fun and  fellow ship  o f  
fra te rn ity  life.

T he C olony  has estab lished  good  rapport w ith  o the r chap ters o f  T heta  T au  and  has regu larly  
a ttended  o the r regional and national events. M ore im portan tly , the  co lony  has been fully 
involved  and  engaged as an  organization  w ith in  the  school o f  engineering  and  U niversity  o f  
Rhode Island. T heir  activ ities and  involvem ent are  too  ex tensive  to  list here , bu t are  m entioned  
e lsew here  in th is petition. T heir  overw helm ing  recru itm ent success, su sta ined  o v e r several 
consecu tive  sem esters, is the  c lea rest m easure  o f  the ir success in a ll o the r areas o f  opera tion . I 
heartily  support the ir  petition  and look  forw ard  to  the ir installation  as a chap te r o f  T heta  Tau.

In H and T ,

M ichael T . A braham  
E xecutive  D irector

M T A :bjm

Theta  Tau, th e  n a tio n 's o ldest, a n d fo re m o st, F ra tern ity  f o r  Engineers

http://www.ThetaTau.org


T H E T A  T A U N O R T H EA ST  REG ION

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY Jamey Vann 
17 Holly LaneApl 12 

Tonawanda, NY 14150 
Phone: 716/445-3266 

Internet: Jamey.vann(?i>thetatau.org

M arch 29, 2007

© T  E xecutive  Council 
T heta T au  C entral O ffice 
1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 
A ustin1T X  78701

D ear Brothers:

It is w ith g reat p leasure  tha t I w rite  in suppo rt o f  the  petition  for chap te r sta tus from  the 
U niversity  o f  Rhode Island C olony  o f  T heta  Tau.

O ver the past year, I have interac ted  w ith  the colony on  a few occasions. A fter attend ing  the ir 
installation , I cou ld  te ll r igh t aw ay, tha t this w as a  g roup  tha t w ould  be ab le  to  attain  the  lofty 
g oa ls  set before  them  to ach ieve  chap te r sta tus. T heir  num bers have grow n to  ove r 50 strong  in 
the last year, and throughout the ir rap id  grow th  they  have been  ab le  to  m ain ta in  a  close  knit 
g roup. T hey  have attended  the  N ational C onvention , the  Regional C onference  tha t w as held  last 
sem es ter and are  plann ing  on sending  m ore  m em bers to  the  upcom ing  conference . T heir  close 
ties to  the ir E ngineering D epartm ent have y ie lded  th ree  offices for them  to  conduct business, as 
w ell as the  full support o f  the  D ean ’s O ffice.

In  balancing  ou t the ir T heta T au  co lony  program , they  regularly  participa te  in p rofessional 
developm ent even ts as w ell as b ro therhood  events. T hey  seem  to  grasp  the  full concep t o f  w hat 
a  chap te r should  strive  for.

I be lieve  th is  g roup w ill m ake an exce llen t add ition  to  o u r b ro therhood  o f  T heta  T au , and I 
h igh ly  recom m end your approval o f  the ir  pe tition  to  becom e th e  nex t chap te r o f  T heta Tau.

In H &T,

Jam ey  V ann
N ortheast R egional D irector

Theta Tau, the  n a tio n 's oldest, an d fo re m o st. Fraternity< f o r  E ngineers
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D ear B rothers,

I t is w ith  g rea t p leasure that I recom m end th e  C olony  a t the U niversity  o f  Rhode Island 
for c hap te r status.

T hese  m en and w om en have thus far  p roved  they  have  the ded ica tion  and  unity  to  be 
g ran ted  the  privilege. I first had the  oppo rtun ity  to  m eet them  during  ou r N ortheast R egional 
C on ference  hosted  by N u G am m a Chapter. I w as im m edia te ly  taken back  by  th e ir  w illingness to 
d rive  m ore  than  seven  hours to  a ttend  the  conference . It w as m ore  im pressive  considering  they 
had on ly  ach ieved  colony sta tus the  prev ious sem ester. S ince then , I have seen  them  a t every 
regional conference  and  even the past N ational C onvention  in F lorida. T heir  ded ica tion  to  the 
fra tern ity  cou ld  no t be  m ore obvious.

It’s a lso  im portan t to  no te  the  p rog ress they  have m ade w ith in  th e ir  ow n colony. T hey 
have  grow n  to  ove r 50 m em bers in the ir  short duration  as a colony. T hey  have s trengthened  their 
re la tionsh ip  w ith  U R I’s engineering  school go ing  as far as a ttend ing  faculty  d inne rs  w ith  the 
dean. T hey  have also secured  room s for b ro thers w ith in  the ir freshm an engineering  dorm itories 
tha t they  hope w ill he lp  them  recru it m em bers. T hey  have grow n as ind iv iduals and have show n 
true  b ro therhood  throughout.

I be lieve  tha t a  chap te r a t Rhode Island  w ill no t on ly  be an a sse t to  ou r N ortheast R egion, 
bu t T heta  T au  as a w hole. I w holehearted ly  hope tha t a ll the B ro thers o f  th is  g rand  fraternity  will 
jo in  m e in  accep ting  U Rl as ou r new est Chapter!

In  H &  T,
B ro the r Praveen M eyyan 
X! W !
N u  G am m a Chapter
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T heta  T au  E xecutive  Council
T hcta  T au  C entral O ffice April 10, 2007
1011 San Jacinto, Su ite  205 
A ustin . T X  787701

D ear M em bers o f  T heta  Tau E xecutive  C ouncil.

I have  been requested to w rite a letter o f  support for the  establishm ent o f  a  T heta Tau 
C h ap te r a t the  College  o f  E ngineering  a t th e  U niversity  o f  Rliode Island. I have been 
th e ir  faculty  adv isor since the  Fall 2006.

A s the  A ssociate  D ean o f  E ngineering. I have  the responsibility  o f  organiz ing  and 
execu ting  all recruitm ent activ ities fo r the  co llege . I cou ld  no t accom plish  th is w ithout 
the  help  and  service o f  the  T heta Tau colony. In add ition  to assisting  m e w ith the  set-up 
o f  each program , the  rh eta  T au  m em bers m eet w ith prospective  students and the ir 
fam ilies and provide lours o f  ou r fac ilities. T hey are  fantastic am bassadors o f  the 
co llege: p rofessional and enthusiastic.

I have  had th e  opportunity  to  w ork c losely  w ith o ther student o rgan izations in o u r 
co llege. T hese  organ izations trad itionally  involve  on ly  ju n io r  and seniors and  typically  
inc lude  a particu lar academ ic  a rea  (A S C E . A SM E . IEEE etc.) o r  a pa rticu lar group 
(SW E . H SP E , N SB E). T heta T au has no  bounds w ithin the  college. T hey involve  all 
eng inee ring  students. T heir m em bersh ip  truly represen ts the en tire  college.

It is interesting  to  w atch the  dynam ics o f  the colony. AU m em bers are  given  
opportun ities to participate on any com m ittee . W ork and responsibility  is shared  by all. 
S tudents , w ho have been leaders in  the ir h igh  schools, find an opportunity  in T heta  Tau 
to con tinue  th is  role. Sen iors and  ju n io rs  m entor sophom ores and freshm an. A ctiv ity  o f  
a ll m em bers is  required.

I am  very p roud  o f  our T heta T au  colony. I strongly support its pe tition  to becom e a 
C hapter. I f  you should  require any o th e r  inform ation , p lease con tac t me.

S incerely,

/ f a y  nsu?t-\ d 4 f .
R aym ond M . W right Ph.D ., P.E. 
A ssociate  D ean



Theta Tau Executive Council 
Theta Tau Central Office 
1011 San  Jacinto, Suite 205 
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Members of Theta Tau Executive Council:

It is with g reat pleasure I write this letter of support for the establishm ent of a T heta Tau 
Professional Engineering Fraternity Chapter at the  University of Rhode Island

The University of Rhode Island is the  principal public research and g raduate  institution in the 
S tate  of Rhode Island with responsibilities for expanding knowledge, for transmitting it, and 
for fostering its application. Its s ta tu s a s  a land grant, sea  grant, and urban grant institution 
highlights its traditions of natural resource, marine, and urban related research . The 
University is committed to  providing strong undergraduate program s to prom ote students’ 
ethical developm ent and capabilities a s  critical and independent thinkers. To m eet student 
and societal needs, it offers undergraduate professional education program s in a  wide range 
of disciplines. G raduate program s provide rigorous advanced study and research  
opportunities for personal and professional development. With undergraduate and graduate 
program s in the  liberal arts and sc iences and focus programs in the a re a s  of marine and 
environmental studies; health; children, families, and communities; and enterprise  and 
advanced technology, the  University strives to m eet the rapidly changing n e ed s  of the  State, 
the  country, and the world.

The College of Engineering offers undergraduate majors in biomedical, chemical, chemical 
and ocean, civil, computer, electrical, industrial, mechanical, and ocean  engineering. In 
addition, an ocean  option is available in chemical engineering. The college 's goal is to 
stimulate our students to becom e creative, responsible engineers, aw are  of the  social 
implications of their work, and flexible enough to adjust to the  rapid ch an g es taking place in 
all branches of engineering. E ngineers from all fields are heavily involved in the  solution of 
technological and socio-technological problem s. URI’s  curriculums in chemical, civil, 
computer, electrical, industrial, mechanical, and  ocean  engineering are  accredited by the 
Engineering Accreditation Commission of the  Accreditation Board for Engineering and 
Technology (ABET).

I am  very proud of the accom plishm ents of the  the  Theta Tau Colony a t URI. The 
organization has flourished since its inception in fall 2005 and completely fulfills its mission 
a s  the  foremost fraternity for engineers I am  very enthusiastic about the  studen ts  who have 
becom e m em bers of this fraternity. They have dem onstrated their se rio u sn ess and 
enthusiasm  by helping with the coordination of the  College of Engineering A w ards Banquet 
(which is our premier event for celebrating excellence in engineering at URI), student 
recruiting events, outreach projects with the  middle schools and high schools, and 
engineering career fair, to mention a few..



April 9 . 2007

I strongly support the  creation of this T heta T au Chapter a t URI Ifyou have any questions 
or need additional information, please  contact me.

Sincerely,

Bahram N assersharif,
Dean

Ce:
Dr Ray Wright, A ssociate Dean and Faculty Advisor to Theta Tau 
File (2007 Letters)








