








Petition
O F

A l p h a  Pi
O F  T H E

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE
L O U IS V IL L E , K E N T U C K Y

T O  T H E

THETA TAU FRA TERN ITY





Alpha Pi F ra te rn ity
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE

Louisville, K entucky 
O ctober 25, 1938 

T he E xecutive  Council of T h e ta  T au  F ra tern ity ,

G entlem en:

W e, the  undersigned active  m em bers of the  A lpha P i F ra tern ity , 
a  recognized local fra te rn ity  of the  U n iversity  of Louisville, do hereby 
form ally petition  the  E xecutive  Council of the  T h e ta  T au  F ra tern ity  
and its  several chapters fo r a  charter:



S T E A M B O A T  O N  T H E  O H IO



W hy W e P etition Theta Tau

W e feel tha t affiliation w ith  T h e ta  T au  will enable us to  carry  out 
b e tte r  the  in ten tions of ou r original o rgan iza tion : the  prom otion  of 
scholarship, leadership, and fellowship am ong engineers.

A s a c hapte r o f T h e ta  T au  o u r g roup w ould have a  la rger m easure 
o f  p restige  and dignity , and w ould therefore  be in a position to  render 
be tter  service to  its ow n m em bers and to  those  about it.

W e  are  confiden t th a t A lpha P i is strong  enough to  carry on 
creditab ly  as pa rt of you r F ra te rn ity . T he rapid g row th  and develop­
m en t of the  Speed Scientific  School certain ly  m akes the  U n ive rsity  of 
L ouisville a  fertile  field for expanding the  influence and benefits of 
T h e ta  T au.

T h is  pe tition  w e therefore  respectfully  subm it to  the  National 
Council and the  several chap ters of T heta  Tau.





H is to ry  O fT h e  U n ivers ity

T h e  U n ive rsity  of Louisville w as founded by decree of the  City 
Council o f Louisville  on A pril 3. 1837. T he School of M edicine w as 
opened tha t year. T he corporation  w as chartered  as a m unicipal uni­
versity  by an ac t of the  L eg islatu re  of K entucky  in 1846. Soon after 
an appropria tion  for a university  had been m ade by the  C ity Council, 
the  School o f M edicine and the  School of Law  w ere pu t in active 
operation. .

T he College of A rts  and Sciences w as added to  th e  U n iversity  of 
L ouisville in 1907, to  carry  o u t the  founders' orig inal design of e stab ­
lishing departm en ts  for the  prom otion of science, literatu re , and the  
liberal a rts . In  1924, upon the  o rgan ization  of the  Speed Scientific 
School, the  College of A rts  and  Sciences becam e th e  College of 
L iberal A rts.

T h e  School of D en tis try  of the  U niversity  o f Louisville w as found­
ed in 1887, as a departm en t of C entral U niversity  of R ichm ond, Ky. 
In  1918 th is  in stitu tion  w as purchased by the  U niversity  of Louisville, 
and  reorganized  as a school of the  U niversity .

In  1917 a donation  of the  im m ediate fam ily of W illiam  R. Belknap 
had m ade possible th e  purchase  of a trac t of land of about e ighty acres 
for a new site  fo r th e  U niversity . In  1923 th is  site  w as sold. In N ovem ­
ber, 192S, the  c ity  of Louisville authorized  an issue of $1,000,000 in 
bonds of the  c ity  for the  expansion  of the  p lan t o f the  College of 
L ibera l A rts  and the  Speed Scientific  School. W ith  a part of the 
p roceeds o f this bond issue to g e th er w ith  the  proceeds of the  sale of 
th e  Belknap trac t, the  B elknap Cam pus, located a t T hird  and Shipp 
s tre e ts  and E as tern  P a rkw ay and containing forty  acres, was pu r­
chased. O n th is  cam pus a re  located the  College of L ibera l A rts, the 
Speed Scientific School, the  School of Law , the  Speed M useum , T he 
P layhouse , and the  general adm in istra tion  offices.

T h e  to ta l enro llm ent in the  U n iversity  is now  over 4000, w hile that 
in the  Speed School sligh tly  exceeds 200.



D E A N  F. L . W IL K IN S O N

M A IN  B U IL D IN G , S P E E D  S C H O O L



Speed S c ien tific  School

H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  S C H O O L

In  1924 M r. W illiam  S. Speed and his sister, M rs. F rederic  M. 
S ackett of Louisville, th rough  a  gift of $250,000 c rea ted  as a m em orial 
to  the ir fa the r the  Jam es B reckenridge Speed Foundation for the 
estab lishm ent o f a school fo r the  s tudy  and advancem ent of the  
sciences re la ted  to  engineering. T h e  school is know n as the  Speed 
Scientific School, and w as opened in Septem ber, 1925.

T h e  reco rd  of this school, b rief though it  m ay be, has been one of 
ou ts tand ing  ach ievem ents and service to  the  com m unity. In  1935 the 
Chem ical E ngineering  D epartm en t w as accredited by the  A m erican 
In s titu te  of Chem ical E ngineers, and  becam e the  first sou th  of the 
O hio  R iver to  be so honored. In  1937 the  school w as fully accredited 
in  a ll its  branches by the  E ng ineers ' Council for Professional D evelop­
m ent, supplem enting previous accredita tions.

In  D ecem ber, 1935, O m icron  C hapter of Sigm a T au  w as installed 
a t the  un iversity , tak ing  over w hat w as form erly  Sigm a Cfmicron1 an 
organ ization  of th e  sam e type. T here  is one o th e r  professional eng i­
neering  fra te rn ity  on the  cam pus, th e  Pyram id , also a local group.

T h e  school w as fo r tw elve years  under the  able leadership of the 
late D ean  B ennett M. B rigm an, w ho w as in a large sense responsible 
for th e  high  rank ing  it  has attained .

D ean  B rigm an, or, as he w as b e tte r  know n to  the  studen ts, “D ad" 
B rigm an, w as no t only a noted educator and “H um an  E ngineer," but 
w as a vita l force in his com m unity and his p rofession. H e w as active 
in m any  fra te rna l and professional organizations. O f these m ight be 
m entioned the  A m erican Society of M echanical E ngineers, o f which 
he w as a v ice-president a t the  tim e c f  his death  in February , 1938.

Fo rd  L ee  W ilkinson, J r ., form erly  P ro fesso r and H ead  of the 
D epartm en t o f M echanical E ngineering  a t the  U niversity  of T ennes­
see, has assum ed the  du ties of D ean  of the  Speed School s ta rting  
S ep tem ber I, 1938.

D ean W ilk inson  is a g radua te  of the  U nited S ta te s  N aval A cade­
m y, A nnapolis, and  of Colum bia U niversity , w here  he  received an 
M. S. in M echanical Engineering . H e served in  the N avy until 1927, 
w hen  he resigned  w ith  th e  rank  of L ieu tenan t. H e was engaged in 
p rivate  engineering  w ork until h is association w ith  the  U n ive rsity  of 
T ennessee  in 1933. H e is a  m em ber o f T au  B eta Pi, the  A m erican 
Society of M echanical E ngineers, and the  Society for the  Prom otion  
of E ng ineering  E ducation .

G R A D IN G  S Y S T E M

T h e  grade  po in t system  is used to  de term ine  scholastic  stand ing . 
S tuden ts  arc  given a certain  num ber of g rade  po in ts for each quarte r  
hou r of each course in w hich they  are  reg is tered . T he to ta l num ber of



S C E N E  IN  C H E M IC A L  E N G IN E E R IN G  I .A B O R A T O R Y

V IE W  O F  E L E C T R IC A L  E N G IN E E R IN G  L A B O R A T O R Y



poin ts divided by the  to ta l num ber of hours carried gives the point* 
standing.

A— (95% and a b o v e) 3 g rade  points per cred it hour
B— (8 9 -9 4 % )................... 2 .......................................................
C— (8 2 -8 8 % )..........................I "
D— (7 5 -8 1 % ).... ...............0 .......................................................
E - (C o n d it io n )  ............ O .......................................................
F - ( F a i I u r e ) ...... ................— I ”

W hile a definite g rade  po in t stand ing  is no t now required for 
graduation , th is  m a tte r is under the  advisem ent of a faculty  com m ittee 
and a ru ling  concern ing  th is  is expected to  be put in effect soon.

D E G R E E S  G R A N T E D

A thesis is requ ired  of every candidate for a degree. T he follow ing 
u ndergraduate  degrees are  g iven: B. Ch. E., B. C. E.. B. E . E„ B. M. E. 
T he g raduate  degree cf M. S. is given a t the  presen t tim e in Chemical 
and M echanical E ngineering. T h .' professional degree is given in all 
four branches.

T H E  C O -O P E R A T IV E  SY S T E M

T h e  courses in engineering  are  o f the  “co-opera tive" type  and arc  
so a rranged  as to  provide for specialization in the  im portan t fields of 
these  sciences. T h e  co-operative plan  is based upon the  need of theory 
and prac tice  under w orking conditions of engineering. It is not an 
experim ent in education ; it is, on the  contrary , a  successful plan that 
produces g radua tes c f  executive ab ility  w ho are  capable o f the  m anage­
m ent of engineering  industries and  w ho have a broad perspective of 
scientific and engineering  work.

T o  ob ta in  th is  prac tical tra in ing  the  classes are  divided into two 
g roups, one of which is engaged in class w ork and the  o th e r  is 
em ployed in an industrial estab lishm ent. A fter th ree  m on ths these 
g roups change places.

T he course of s tudy  covers four years of intensive w ork. T he 
F reshm an year is spen t in class w ork, the  Sophom ore and Jun io r years 
a re  divided betw een class w ork and co-operative w ork, and the Senior 
y ear is devoted to class w ork in an e ffo rt to  unify and com plete the 
p rog ram  of the  th ree  p revious years. T h is  course provides the  same 
am ount o f theore tical train ing  usually  given in any engineering  or 
technical school.

W hile a t w ork  in the  industries, the  s tuden t is visited  a t frequent 
in te rvals by the C o-ord inator, w ho discusses w ith the  studen t the  w ork 
w hich he is doing and its rela tion  to  the theore tical tra in ing  received 
in the  c lassroom . T h e  C o-ord inator a lso  in terv iew s some one under 
w hom  the  s tuden t is w orking. T hese  investiga tions are  supplem ented 
by rep o rts  w ritten  by the  studen t, covering all phases of th e  w ork on 
w hich he has been em ployed.



S E C T IO N  O F  M E C H A N IC A L  E N G IN E E R IN G  L A B O R A T O R Y

V IE W  O F  S T R E N G T H  O F  M A T E R IA L S  L A B O R A T O R Y



H is to ry  of The A lpha Pi F ra te rn ity

T he A lpha Pi F ra te rn ity  was g ran ted  its  charter  on M arch 16, 
1926, less than  a year a fte r  the  founding of the  Speed Scientific School 
as a departm en t of the  U niversity  of Louisville.

I ts  c reation arose from  the  realization by its  cofounders, the late 
D ean B rigm an and  P ro fesso r W ylie B. W end t, senior m em ber of the 
faculty, of the  increasing need of the  school for a fra te rn ity  of its own. 
T hey  in tended  th is  fra te rn ity  to  be of p rofessional na tu re , w ith  m em ­
bership lim ited s tric tly  to  eng inee rs and com posed as nearly  as 
possible of a g roup consisting  of s tuden ts  w ith high scholastic  s tand ­
ings and records of leadership and ou tstand ing  perform ance in general 
school activities.

W ith  these  objects in m ind the se lection of the  several studen ts that 
w ould individually m eet these requirem ents and collectively from  a 
hom eogeneous and harm onious group, w as undertaken . From  the  s tu ­
den t body tw elve boys w ere chosen.

W hen the  final choice w as m ade the  studen ts  se lec ted w ere in ­
form ed of the  m ovem ent and each one called into conference 011 the 
possibilities o f rejec ting  any  of the  o th e rs  no t deem ed suitable to  the 
en terp rise . A s th e re  w ere no  rejections the  g roup  seemed particularly  
well chosen.

T h e  details of o rganization w ere then  quickly bu t thoroughly 
w orked ou t and the  first business m eeting was held a few weeks later. 
T h e  first m eeting  place w as one of the  c lass room s of the  school.

A few m on ths a fte r  its  o rganization  the  fra te rn ity  ob tained room s 
of its ow n, and has m ain ta ined  such un til the  p resen t tim e.

F rom  its founding A lpha P i has num bered am ong its  m em bers 
s tuden ts  of high  scholastic stand ing  and leaders in professional and 
general cam pus activities. T h e  honors of its  m em bers individually and 
of the  F ra tern ity  as a  g roup  have been consisten tly  w orthy  of note.

D ean B rigm an w as the  F ra te rn ity 's  first faculty  adviser, and was 
succeeded by Prof. W endt. D r. D . M. B ennett then served, and was 
follow ed by Prof. J. A. A yers. A t the presen t tim e P ro fessors G. H. 
H ard in g  and J .  M. R oberts are the  faculty  advisers.

A lpha P i has had for several years an organized  alum ni chapter, 
w hich holds m eetings once a  m onth. An A ctive-A lum ni G et-T ogether 
once a year is alw ays the  occasion for m uch fun and good fellowship. 
T h e  advice and cooperation  of the  A lum ni have been invaluable to  the 
Actives.





Personnel O f A lpha Pi

F A C U L T Y  A D V IS E R S

G eorge H . H ard ing— B. C. E. (1926), C. K. (1931), O hio  S tate  
U niversity . A ssistan t P ro fessor cf Civil- E ngineering  and M athem atics.

M r. H ard ing  cam e to  the  Ih iive rsity  of Louisville  in 1929. For th ree  
years p rio r to  this he  w as a full p a rtn e r  in the  firm of Coulson and 
H ard ing , Civil and M unicipal E ngineers of C incinnati, O hio. H e is a 
m em ber of T h e ta  T au  (Sigm a, '26), the  Society for the  Prom otion  of 
E ng ineering  E ducation, the  A m erican Society of Civil E ngineers, the 
A m erican Society of P h o tog ram m etry1 the  Socie ty  of A m erican M ili­
ta ry  E ngineers, the  K entucky Society o f P rofessional E ngineers, and 
the  Reserve O fficers A ssociation.

Jean  M. R oberts— E. E. (1926), U niversity  o f V irginia, M . S. in
E. E. (1928). M assachusetts In s titu te  of T echnology. A ssociate P ro ­
fessor o f E lectrical E ngineering.

Mr. R oberts w as connected  w ith  the  G eneral E lectric  C om pany as 
a  “S tuden t E ng ineer” during  his g raduate  study. H e came to  the  U ni­
v e rsity  o f Louisville in 1930 from  L ouisiana  Poly technic  In stitu te . 
H is  o rganizations include T h e ta  T au  (P i, ’26), T au  Beta P i, the 
A m erican In s titu te  of E lectrical E ngineers, the  Society for the  P ro ­
m otion of E ng ineering  E ducation , and the  A m erican A ssociation of 
U nive rsity  P rofessors.

H O N O R A R Y  M E M B E R S

W ylie B. W end t— B. C. E . (1906), C. E. (1930), U niversity  of Ken- 
lucky. P ro fesso r o f Civil Engineering.

M r. W en d t is sen ior m em ber o f the  Speed School Facu lty , his 
tenure  da ting  from  1926. H e is a  m em ber of the A m erican Society of 
Civil E ngineers, the  A m erican Society for T es ting  M aterials, the  So­
c iety o f A m erican M ilita ry E ngineers, the  Reserve O fficers A ssocia­
tion, the  Society for the  Prom otion  of E ng ineering  E ducation, the 
A m erican A ssociation of U niversity  P rofessors, and  the  K entucky  and 
the  N ational Societies of Professional E ngineers.

D onald M. B ennett B. A. (1921), M. A. (1922), Ph . D. (1926). 
U nive rsity  of W isconsin. A ssociate Professor of Physics.

Dr. B ennett’s association w ith the  U niversity  began in 1926. He 
is a m em ber of Ph i Beta  K appa, Phi M u A lpha (an  honorary  m usical 
society), Signta Ni, the  A m erican Physics Society, the  A m erican 
A ssociation of Physics T eache rs , the  Society for the  Prom otion  of 
E ng ineering  E ducation, and the  A m erican A ssociation for the  A d­
vancem ent o f Science.

Jo seph  A. A yers— B. A. (1917), M. A. (1924), U niversity  of W est 
V irginia. A ssociate P ro fesso r of English.

Mr. A yers came to  the  U niversity  from  O hio  S ta te  in 1931. H is 
societies include Phi Sigm a K appa social fra te rn ity  and the  A m erican 
A ssociation of U niversity  P rofessors.



M E M B E R  IN  F A C U L T Y

W ilson  R . B arnes— 15. S. in Ch. E . (1937), M . S. (1938), U n ive rsity  
of Louisville. In s tru c to r  in Chem ical Engineering .

M r. B arnes served as P residen t o f A lpha Pi in 1936-7, w hen  he was 
also P residen t o f O m icron  C hap te r of S igm a T an . H e is devoting  his 
sum m ers to  g raduate  study  a t the  U niversity  o f Iow a, w here he ex ­
pects to  take  the  degree of P h . D . H e is a  m em ber of T h e ta  Chi 
D elta, honorary  chem ical fra tern ity .

A C T IV E  M E M B E R S

W oodrow  Cerf. Ch. E ., '40; L ouisville, Ky.
A lpha P i1 2, 3; A. I. Ch. E ., 2. 3.

T hom as H aley  C rim , J r . Ch. E., '39: Louisville, Ky.
Alpha Pi, I. 2, 3, T rea su re r, 4; A. I. Ch. E ., I, 2, 3, 4 ; T h e ta  Chi 
D elta, 3, V ice-Presiden t. 4.

Alex Boyd D avidson. Ch. E., '39; Louisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi, I, 2. 3, S g t.-a t-A rm s, 4: A. I. Ch. E., 2, 3. 4; S tuden t 
Council. 2, 3; F reshm an Football, I ;  V arsity  Football, 2, 3, Cap­
tain, 4; "L " Club, 2, 3, V ice-Presiden t, 4 ; In tram u ral Sports. 

E dw in  G eorge E delhauser. M. E., '39; Louisville, Ky.
Alpha Pi, I, 2, H ouse  M anager, 3. 4; A. S. M. E „  2, 3, 4; V arsity  
Football. 2, 3, 4; “L " Club, 3, 4 ; In tram u ra l S p o rts ; Class S gt.-a t- 
A rm s, I.

Jo h n  F ontaine . Ch. E ., '41; L ouisville, K y.
A lpha P i, I, 2; A. I. Ch. E ., I, 2.

R obert G oetzm an. C. E . '41; Louisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi, I, 2, 3.

H erb e r t R ay  G ohm ann. C. E ., '41; L ouisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi, I, 2; A. S. C. E., I, 2; C lass T rea su re r, 2.

T hom as H and . Ch. E., '40; Louisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi, 2, 3; A. I. Ch. E., I, 2, 3; C lass S gt.-a t-A rm s, 3; In tra ­
m ural Sports.

H ugh  C. H odge, Jr . Ch. E.. '39; L ouisville, Ky.
A lpha P i1 I, 2. T reasu re r, 3. P re sid e n t 4 ; A. I. Ch. E „  I, 2, 3, 4; 
S tuden t Council, I, 3, 4; E ng ineers’ B all Com m ittee  3; Football 
N um eral, I.

P au l E dw ard  H uber. Ch. E., '41; Louisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi. I, 2: A. I. Ch. E ., I. 2 ; In tram ural S p o rts : C lass Vice- 
P residen t, 2.

H arry  H . H um m el. Ch. E ., '39; L ouisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi, I. 2, 3, Secy., 4; A. I. Ch. E., I, 2, 3, 4, Cor. Secy., 4; 
S igm a T au, 3, Secy., 4 ; T heta  Chi D elta, 2, 3. T rea su re r, 4; 
C lass H istorian , 4; S igm a T au  Scholarship A w ard, I ; S igm a T au 
and T h e ta  Chi D elta  A w ards, 2.



L ee  C harles Jenne. Ch. E ., '40; Louisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi, 2, 3; A. I. Ch. E ., I, 2. 3; In tram u ral Spo rts ; Class 
T reasu re r, 2.

H al N ew bold L ogsdon. Ch. E., '41; Louisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi, I, 2; S tudent Council, I, 2 ; In tram u ral Sports.

John  M obley. M. E ., '40; O live H ill, Ky.
A lpha Pi, 2, 3; A . S. M. E., I, 2, 3.

W illiam  P e rry . E. E., ’39; Louisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi. 2, 3, P ledge M aster, 4; A. I. E . F... I, 2, 4; S tuden t
Council, 4; V arsity  Football, 3; In tram u ral Sports.

H arry  E . Sibley— C. E., ’39; Louisville, Ky.
A lpha Pi, I, 2, P ledge M aster, 3, 4; A. S. M. E., 2, 3; A. S. C. E .; 4 

H im us S. Sims— Ch. E., '39; Louisville, Ky.
Alpha P i, 2, 3, V ice-Presiden t, 4; A. I. Ch. E., I, 2. 3, 4 ; In tra ­
m ural Spo rts ; S tuden t Council, 2 ; C lass Secy., 3.

F rank  W . Sm ithson— Ch. E., '40; N ashville , T enn .
A lpha P i. 2, H ouse M gr., 3, Cor. Sec., 3; A. I. ,Ch. E ., I, 2, 3; 
V arsity  T rack , 2; In tram u ral Sports.

John  N orm an W hitehead— M. F.., '41; Jeffersontow n, Ky.
A lpha Pi, I, 2; A. I. Ch. E ., I ;  A. S. M. E , 2; S tuden t Council, 2; 
V arsity  Baseball, I.

R obert W illiam s— Ch. E., '41; L ouisville. Ky.
A lpha Pi, I, 2; A. I. Ch. E., I, 2.

D avid L ane W itherspoon— M. E., '39; A nchorage, Ky.
A. I. Ch. E., I ; A. S. M. E., 2, 3, T reasu re r, 4; C lass V ice-Presi­
den t, I ;  A lpha Pi, 3, 4.

P L E D G E S

Seaton H un te r— Ch. F.., ’41.
Jam es S tro ther— M. E., '41.
John  B yder—'42.
T hom as Coleman— '42.
W illard  John  Davis, J r .— '42.
Jam es Clifford D ropplem an— '42.
Fred  Gillm an H eil— '42.
N elson G ritton— '42.
John  M cClain— '42.
G eorge L auncelo t M ichael— '42.
K enne th  Sipe— '42.
C harles A lfred Straeffer— '42.
Jam es T ho rn ton— '42.
E rn es t Lee W itte n — '42.



U N IV E R S IT Y  O F  L O U IS V IL L E  
Louisville, K entucky

O ffice of the  P residen t
O ctober 14, 1938.

N ational Council of T heta  Tau 

G entlem en:

I  am  happy to  suppo rt the  app lication of A lpha P i1 local eng ineer­
ing  group, for m em bersh ip  in T h e ta  T au. T he group here is com posed 
of excellent boys w ho have held to g e th er over a considerable period 
o f  tim e. T hey  are  active in general U niversity  m a tte rs , as w ell as in 
scholarsh ip , and  I  believe they  deserve acceptance in th is  fra tern ity .

V ery  tru ly  yours,

R. A. K E N T , P residen t.

U N IV E R S IT Y  O F  L O U IS V IL L E  
Louisville, K entucky

S P E E D  S C IE N T IF IC  S C H O O L  
Jam es Breckenridge  Speed Foundation 

O ffice of th e  Dean
O cto b er 14, 1938.

T h e  Executive  Council 
T h e ta  T au  F ra tern ity  

G entlem en:

In  adding  m y endorsem ent to  the  petition  of A lpha P i for a 
ch a r te r  in T h e ta  T au , I  am  m o tivated  by the  reco rd  of the  local fra­
te rn ity  in scho larsh ip  and s tuden t activ ities.

I ts  m em bership has ranked high in academ ic and ex tra-curricu lar 
activ ities in the  U niversity . I am  confident th a t, if g ran ted  a charter, 
the  U n iversity  of Louisville  C hapter o f T h e ta  T au  w ould reflect credit 
on y o u r fra tern ity .

V ery  tru ly  yours,

F . L . W IL K IN S O N , JR .,



N ational O fficers. Active C hapters and A lum ni A ssociations 
T h e ta  T au  F ra tern ity  

D ear B ro thers:

I t  is w ith considerable p leasure th a t I recom m end the  petition 
of A lpha P i (local professional engineering  fra te rn ity ) of the  U ni­
versity  of Louisville  to  you for you r consideration. I have encouraged 
the  desire of A lpha P i to  becom e an active chap ter o f T heta  T au  and 
I tru s t th a t you will see fit to  g ran t th is petition.

I  am  confident th a t the  g ran tin g  of this pe tition  will p rove of 
m utual benefit to  T h e ta  T au  and  to  A lpha Pi. A s a faculty  adviser of 
A lpha P i I apprecia te  the sincere and w hole-hearted  effort m ade by 
the  p resen t actives, and by the  a lum ni, in m aintaining a high scholas­
tic stand ing , foste ring  fra te rna l fellowship, and taking a  leading part 
in s tuden t activ ities on the  cam pus.

As a m em ber of T heta  T au  (Sigm a '26) I shall be very happy 
to  welcome as an active chap te r A lpha Pi, w hose aims, purposes and 
achievem ents have m uch in  com m on w ith  those of T h e ta  Tau.

Y our approval of th is  petition  is earnestly  requested.

Y ours in H . & T.,
G E O R G E  H . H A R D IN G ,
Sigm a '26,
A sst. Professor Civil E ngineering  
and M athem atics.

O ctober 15, 1938. 

T h e  E xecutive  Council and  C hapters o f T h e ta  T au 

D ear B ro the rs :

I t  gives m e g rea t p leasure  to  recom m end for your consideration 
the  petition  of the  A lpha P i F ra tern ity  for a charter  in T heta  T au  
F ra tern ity . A lpha P i has been active in s tuden t affairs a t the  U niver­
sity  of Louisville for a num ber of years, and also has an active alum ni 
o rganization  in Louisville.

A s one of the  faculty  advisers of A lpha P i and a lso  as a m em ber 
o f T heta  T au  (P i C hapter, 1926) I feel sure  tha t the  m em bers of 
Alpha P i are  w orthy  of m em bership in T heta  T au , and am confident 
th a t the  Speed Scientific School and the  T heta  T au  F ra te rn ity  w ould 
be m utually  benefited  by the  e stab lishm ent of a  chap te r o f T heta  T au 
here.

I tru s t th a t you will give th is  pe tition  prom pt and favorable 
consideration.

Sincerely yours, in H . and T.,
JE A N  M. R O B E R T S .
A ssociate P ro fessor of E lectrical 
E ngineering.



O ctober 14, 1938.
E xecutive  Council 
T heta  T au  
P . O . Box 244 
Reno, N evada 

D ear B ro the rs :

I am  happy to  endorse  the  petition  of A lpha Pi, local eng ineer­
ing  f ra te rn ity  of the  U niversity  of L ouisville. Louisville being my 
home tow n, it has been m y privilege to  knOw m any of the m em bers 
o f this fra te rn ity  over a period of years. T hey  are  fine m en  and a 
cred it to the ir U niversity .

I have m et the  active  m em bers of A lpha P i and visited  w ith 
them . I am  im pressed  w ith  the  high type  young  men tha t they  have 
con tinued  to  pledge.

B elieving th a t these  m en will be  an a sset to  T heta  T au , I rem ain.

In  H . & T .,

G IL B E R T  D. R O U L S T O N ,
Mu '34.

Louisville, K entucky,
209 N orth  H ite  Ave., 
O ctober 22, 1938

Executive  Council of T h e ta  T au 
c /o  E . J. Schrader, G rand  Scribe 
P. O . Box 244,
Reno, N evada

D ear B ro the rs  in T hefa  T au :

W ith  reference  to  the petition  of A lpha Pi, local eng ineering  fra­
te rn ity  a t the  U n iversity  of Louisville, and to  you r le tte r  in this con­
nection, I w ish to  m ake the  follow ing sta tem en t :

T h e  m em bership of this local, bo th  active and a lum ni, is com ­
posed of a lert young  m en of unusual prom ise , and w ho im pressed  me 
w ith the  fact th a t they  are  a lready  bound to g e th er by s tro n g  ties as
a group , w hich is. I believe, no t a lw ays the  case.

I am  thoroughly  convinced tha t if th is  pe tition  is given favorable 
action , the  L ouisville C hapter will he la stin g  source of c red it to our 
F ra tern ity .

I t is therefore  w ith  g rea t p leasure and confidence, th a t I endorse 
m ost heartily  the  petition  w hich A lpha P i is subm itting  to  you.

F ra terna lly  yours,

E D W IN  L . W H IT E



O ctober 14, 1938.

T o  the  E xecutive  Council 
T heta  T au  F ra tern ity  

G entlem en:

M em bers of A lpha P i1 a local engineering  fra te rn ity  in the  Speed 
S cientific  School, inform  me th a t they are  desirous of securing a 
charter  to becom e a c hapte r in your fra te rn ity  of T h e ta  T au.

D uring  the early  years of th is local, I w as in tim ately  connected 
w ith the ir activ ities, and  du ring  rec en t years  I have kep t inform ed 
rela tive  to  the ir stand ing . T h e  local chap te r has m ade an excellent 
record, individually and collectively. I t is m y sincere opinion tha t 
these young  men a re  w orthy  of m em bership in T hcta  T au , and th a t 
they will reflect cred it upon you r fra tern ity .

T h e  adm in istra tive  and leach ing  m em bers of the  U n ive rsity  of 
Louisville  are  quite sym pathetic  tow ards fra tern ities, and I know of 
no reason w hy a chap te r of you r fra te rn ity  in this university  should 
be any th in g  excep t a g rea t success. I hope th a t the  o fficers and m em ­
bers of T heta  T au  m ay g ran t a charter  to  the  local petitioners.

V ery tru ly  yours,

W . B. W K N D T .
Professor of Civil E ngineering.

O ctober 17, 1938.

T h e  E xecutive  Council 
T h e ta  T au  F ra tern ity  

G entlem en:

T he m em bers of the  A lpha P i F ra te rn ity  have been know n to 
m e for several years, both as individuals and as a g roup. I have 
a lw ays been im pressed by the ir scholastic  and ex tra-curricu lar 
activities.

I consider it a p rivilege to  add m y endorsem ent to  the  petition 
of the  A lpha P i F ra te rn ity  for a chap te r o f T lie ta  Tau.

R. C. E R N S T ,
P ro fessor of Chem ical E ngineering.



O ctober 15, 1938.

Executive  Council of T b e ta  T au  

D ear Sirs:

I t  g ives me pleasure  to  recom m end to  you the  local fra tern ity , 
A lpha P i. I have know n m any of its  m em bers during  the  last 10 years. 
I am  pleased  to  be able to  say th a t individually and as a g roup  the 
m em bership is to  be h ighly com m ended.

I f  th e ir  pe tition is acted  upon favorably, I  am  sure  they  will be 
a distinctive a sset to  T h e ta  T au.

V ery tru ly  yours,

S A M U E L  T . F I F E .
P ro fessor o f E lectrical E ngineering, 
H ead  of D epartm ent.

E xecutive  Council 
T heta  T au 

G entlem en:

T h e  A lpha Pi is a live organization and, in m y opinion, is w orthy 
of any honor o r  considera tion  the  T heta  T au  F ra te rn ity  m ay decide 
to  bestow  on our local group.

Y ours sincerely,

R A L P H  S. T R O S P F .R ,
Pro fesso r of M echanical Engineering .
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