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H a r v il l  C . E a to n R e g en t

Ja m e s  R . D av e n p o rt V ice  R e g en t

Ja m e s  A . T ea g u e S c r ib e

T h o m a s  E .  C haffin T r e a s u r e r

W . M ic h ae l H a r is to n .C o r re sp o n d in g  S e c re ta r y

J .  S tev e n  D o z ie r . P l e d g e m a s te r

H ISTO RY  O F T H E T A  TAU COLONY

A c o n s id e r a b le  a m o u n t o f  i n t e r e s t  in  f r a t e r n i t i e s  w as  c r e a te d  a t  T e n n e s s e e  T ec h  
in  the  f a l l  of 1965. A t th a t tim e  th e  U n iv e r s i ty 's  p o lic y  p ro h ib ite d  the  e s ta b l is h m e n t  
o f  s o c ia l  f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  a lth o u g h  p r o fe s s io n a l  f r a t e r n i t i e s  w e re  p e rm i t te d .  C o n se q u e n tly , 
a n d  a f t e r  m u c h .le n g th y  d is c u s s io n ,  a  g ro u p  o f  s e v e n  e n g in e e rs  - - J i m  F e r g u s o n , C a r l  
F r i t t s , T e r r i l l  M cG ee, W ayne T in d a ll,  B o b  W hite , G le n n  W h it ta k e r ,  and  M a u rio e  Y oung- 
d e c id e d  to  o r g a n iz e  a p r o fe s s io n a l  e n g in e e r in g  f r a t e r n i t y .

A  p r o fe s s io n a l  f r a t e r n i t y  w as  d e c id e d  upo n  b e c a u s e  of a  d e s i r e  to  f o s t e r  a  fe e lin g  
o f  u n ity  a m o n g  e n g in e e rs  and  a  s t r o n g e r  s p i r i t  o f  p r id e  b o th  in  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  and  in 
th e  p r o fe s s io n  of e n g in e e r in g . A  c o n s titu t io n  w as  a d o p ted  fo rm a lly  on  F e b r u a r y  19,
1966, and  o f f ic ia l  r e c o g n itio n  by  the  U n iv e rs i ty  w a s  g ra n te d  on  M ay 25 , 1966.

T h e  f r a t e r n i t y  p r o g r e s s e d  ra p id ly  and  b e c a m e  v e ry  a c t iv e  in  e n g in e e r in g  o r g a n 
iz a t i o n s .  M e m b e rs  b e g an  ta k in g  an  a v id  i n t e r e s t  in  th e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  d e p a r tm e n ta l  
c lu b s  a n d  th e  E n g in e e r s ' J o in t  C o u n c il. T h e  f r a t e r n i t y  h a s  f u rn is h e d  m a n y  o f f i c e r s  
in  th e s e  c lu b s .  A s id e  f ro m  a c t iv i ty  in  th e s e  d e p a r tm e n ta l  c lu b s , the  f r a t e r n i t y  h a s  
u n d e rta k e n  the  fo llo w in g  p r o je c ts :  (I) a s s i s t i n g  in  E n g in e e r s ' D ay , (2) g iv ing  a  
s c h o la r s h ip  to  th e  m e m b e r  w hose  q u a lity  p o in t a v e r a g e  sh o w s th e  m o s t  im p ro v e m e n t 
d u r in g  th e  y e a r ,  and  (3) p r e s e n tin g  p r o g ra m s  to  a id  in  th e  p r o fe s s io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t 
o f m e m b e r s .

T h e  f r a t e r n i t y  p e titio n e d  T h e ta  T a u , n a t io n a l  p r o fe s s io n a l  e n g in e e rin g  f ra te rn i ty ,  
and  r e c e iv e d  c e r t i f ic a t io n  a s  a  C olony  O c to b e r  28 , 1967. A s a  C olony  th e  f r a te rn i ty  
h a s  c o n tin u ed  i t s  f o r m e r  a c t iv i t ie s  and  h a s  b ro a d e n e d  i t s  s c o p e  to  in c lu d e  th e  fo llow ing :
(I) p r e s e n tin g  a  s lid e  p r o g ra m  c o n c e rn in g  th e  p r o fe s s io n  o f  e n g in e e rin g  to  h igh  sch o o l 
s tu d e n ts , (2) o b ta in in g  a n  o u ts ta n d in g  s p e a k e r  fo r  E n g in e e r s ' W eek , a n d  (3) d e s ig n in g  
a n d  m a k in g  a  C olony  f la g  and  b la z e r  e m b le m .

T h e  C olony  m a in ta in s  a  c h a p te r  h o u se  fo r  th e  u s e  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s .  L o c a te d  n e a r  
th e  c a m p u s , th e  h o u se  i s  th e  hub o f  a c t iv i ty  a s  i t  s e r v e s  as a  r e s id e n c e  a n d  a  p e rm a n e n t 
h e a d q u a r te r s  o f  th e  C o lony .
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2 . T h o m a s  N e a l P o r t e r

3 . T h o m a s  E d w a rd  C h a ffin , J r .

4 .  C h a r le s  C l if fo rd  Q u ee n , J r .

5 . H a r v i l l  C a r l to n  E a to n

6 . S tev e n  J .  B a r th

7 . W illia m  M . C lo u d , J r .

8 . J a m e s  E d w a rd  B ro c k

9 . D o n ald  J .  C a m p b e ll

10. J a m e s  R an d o lp h  D a v e n p o rt

11. T h o m a s  W . D av id so n

12. J a m e s  S t e v e n D o z ie r

13. E v e r e t te  B .  D y e r

14. J a m e s  E .  F e r g u s o n

15. C a r l  F r i t t s

16. J a c k  S tev e n  G o ld e n b erg

17. W illia m  M ic h a e l H a i rs to n

18. F r a n k  B r is t o l  H a r r i s ,  J r .

19. L a r r y  M ic h ae l K irk

20 . T e r r i l l  M . M cGee

21. G lenn  M . M a clin
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25 . R o b e r t  E .  W hite

26 . D r .  G e o rg e  R . B u c h an a n
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