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S.M .U. C olony  o f T h e ta  T au 
E ng ineering  Fratern ity  
Dallas, T exas 
M arch 8 ,1 9 9 0

T h e ta  T au  E ng ineering  F raternity  
c a re  of Mr. R obert P o p e  
C en tra l Office 
9 9 7 4  Old O live R oad  
St.L ouis, M issouri 63141

D ear B ro thers of T h e ta  T a u 1

A s th e  lead ing  officers of th e  S o u th e rn  M ethodist C olony  of T h e ta  
T au  E ng ineering  F raternity , w e respectfu lly  subm it o u r  p etition for 
recognition  a s  a  c h a p te r  in th e  fraternity . F o u n d ed  in N ovem ber of 1988 a s  
th e  A lpha D elta T au  local en g ineering  fraternity, a n d  installed  a s  a  colony in 
th e  following M ay, w e  h av e  b rough t to g e th e r  s tu d e n ts  from  all m ajo rs  in th e  
eng in ee rin g  sch o o l a n d  h a v e  fo rm ed  a n  organ ization  th a t c a n  fulfill th e  
p ro fe ssio n a l a n d  social n e e d s  of its m em bers .

S ince  th a t tim e w e  h a v e  m aintained a  rapid p a c e  a n d  have  
accom plished  all of o u r  g o a ls , a n d  w e now believe tha t w e  a re  ready  to 
b eco m e  a  ch a p te r  in T h e ta  Tau. W e h av e  b e e n  active in m any  a re a s ,  holding 
p ro fessiona l a n d  so c ia l e v e n ts  with regularity, e s tab lish ing  c o n ta c t w ith a re a  
alum ni of th e  fraternity , a n d  solidifying o u r  o rgan iza tion  a n d  its p re se n c e  on  
th e  S.M .U. c a m p u s . O u r o rgan iza tion  is now  well reco g n ized  within th e  
S choo l of E n g ineering  a n d  A pplied S c ien ce , a n d  it co n tin u e s  to  p rom ote  
e n g in ee rin g  id ea ls  a n d  b ro therhood .

O ur m e m b e rs  w ait with g rea t anticipation a n d  exc item en t a s  o u r 
petition for c h a p te r  s ta tu s  is ev a lu a ted  by  th e  fraternity . A s a  c h a p te r  of T h e ta  
T au , w e  w ould  do  every th ing  p o ssib le  in th e  pursu it of a  re sp e c ta b le  and  
ac tive  ch a p te r , thriving not only o n  th e  b o n d s  of o u r  b ro th e rs  locally, but a lso  
on  b o n d s  with o u r  b ro th e rs  nationw ide.

S in cere ly ,

P re s id en t, S .M .U . Colony

la m e s  A rchuleta  J a m e s  A rchuleta
Vice P re s id e n t, S .M .U . C olony
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C O P Y
M arch 14 . 1990

T o: C h a p te r s ,  E l i g i b l e  A lum ni A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  E x e c u t iv e  C o u n c il  Members 

F rom : R o b e r t  E . P ope, G rand S c r ib e

S u b je c t :  P e t i t i o n  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  S outhern  M e th o d is t U n iv e r s ity  Colony

I  am p l e a s e d  to  s u b m it f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  and  recommend f o r  y o u r a p p r o v a l ,  th e  
p e t i t i o n  r e c e iv e d  to d a y  from  th e  S o u th e rn  M e th o d is t  U n i v e r s i t y  C olony o f  T h e ta  Tau,

T h e ta  Tau C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  A r t i c l e  X, S e c t io n  5 ,  p r o v id e s :  "A f o u r - f i f t h s  v o te  o f  th e  
C o n v e n tio n  s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  to  a c c e p t  a  p e t i t i o n  f o r  a  c h a p t e r . "  The C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
A r t i c l e  V I , S e c t io n  11 , s t a t e s :  "W henever t h i s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  B ylaw s c a l l  f o r  a  v o te  
ta k e n  a t  a C o n v e n tio n , i t  i s  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  b e tw e e n  C o n v e n tio n s  a v o t e  may b e  ta k e n  
o f  t h e  c h a p t e r s ,  th e  a lu m n i a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o u n c i l ,  and  su c h  v o te  
s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  same f o r c e  a s  i f  t a k e n  a t  a C o n v e n tio n . A f a v o r a b le  v o t e  by f o u r -  
f i f t h s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  m em bers o f  a c h a p te r  s h a l l  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a f a v o r a b le  v o te  o f  
t h a t  c h a p t e r .  A f a v o r a b le  v o t e  o f  an  a lu m n i a s s o c i a t i o n  s h a l l  be a  f a v o r a b le  v o t e  o f  
f o u r - f i f t h s  o f  t h e  m em bers a t t e n d i n g  t h a t  m e e t in g ."  B y la w s , C h a p te r  I I ,  P a r t  G, S ec
t i o n  2 p r o v id e s  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  s h a l l  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  t h e  G rand S c r ib e  im m e d ia te ly .

The h i s t o r y  o f  T h e ta  Tau a t  SMU in  D a l l a s ,  b e g in n in g  w i th  th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  in  Novem
b e r ,  1 9 8 8 , o f  t h e  l o c a l  f r a t e r n i t y .  A lp h a  D e l t a  T au , by B r o th e r  M ic h a e l A braham , now 
E a s t e r n  R e g io n a l  D i r e c t o r ,  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  B r o th e r  B ra d  B esm er, W est
e r n  R e g io n a l  D i r e c t o r ,  h a s  v i s i t e d  t h e  c o lo n y  tw ic e  and  h a s  had f r e q u e n t  t e le p h o n e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i th  i t s  o f f i c e r s .  He r e p o r t s  t h e  m em bers to  b e  a  h ig h ly  m o tiv a te d  
g ro u p  w h ic h  g iv e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  a t t e n t i o n  to  d e t a i l s .  The c o lo n y  h a s  d e m o n s tra te d  i t s  
a b i l i t y  to  r u s h ,  p l e d g e ,  and  i n i t i a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  m em bers. The p e t i t i o n  r e p o r t s  e s t a b 
l i s h m e n t  o f  a  h o u s in g  fu n d  a s  i t  lo o k s  to w ard  a  p e rm a n e n t h e a d q u a r t e r s .

E ach  v o t i n g  u n i t  i s  u rg e d  to  make th e  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  r e q u i r e d  to  g iv e  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  and  to  c o m p le te  and  m a il  t h e  b a l l o t  so  t h a t  ( i f  
t h e  r e s u l t  i s  f a v o r a b l e )  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  may b e  s c h e d u le d  to  a v o id  th e  f i n a l  exam 
p e r io d  a t  SMU t h i s  s p r i n g .

B A L L O T

P r o p o sa l:  T h a t t h e  p e t i t i o n  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  S o u th e rn  M e th o d is t  U n i v e r s i t y  C olony
o f  T h e ta  Tau b e  a p p ro v e d , and  th e  c o lo n y  i n s t a l l e d  a s  Tau B e ta  C h a p te r  o f  T h e ta  Tau.

-REP

V o te :  Y es [ ] No [ ] A b s ta in  [ ]

Comments:

C h a p te r /A s s o c i a t i o n /C o u n c i l  Member S ig n a tu r e  O f f i c e  D a te

P le a s e  m a i l  b a l l o t  to  THETA TAU. 9974 O ld  O liv e  S t .  R d .,  S t .  L o u is ,  MO 63 1 4 1 . Thanks.
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Theta Tau -- S. M. U. Colony

L ist of C harter M embers

C harter M em bers A c tiv itie s

Steven A. B resnahan (R ush Chairm an) 
D enton , T exas 
E le c tr ic a l E ng in ee rin g  
G rad. Aug. 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .07/4.00

G aylia  A. G ray (President)
L ittle  R ock , A rkansas 
C om puter Science, M athem atics 
Grad. M ay, 1991 
G .P .A . 3 .78/4.00

Co-op program  
I n t r a m u r a ls  
F irs t P residen t o f 
Loca l F ra te rn ity  
and Colony

T au  Beta Pi 
Co-op  program  
G olden K ey H on. Soc.

Jam es G. A rchuleta, Jr. (V ice P resident) C o-op  program
D enver, C olorado  C alcu lus  T utor
E le c tr ic a l E n g in ee rin g  I n t r a m u r a l s
G rad. M ay, 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .26/4.00

R anga B alasekaran  
D allas, T exas 
B iom ed ica l E ng ineering  
G rad. D ecem ber, 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .41 /4 .00

Ind ian  S tuden t A ssoc.
M etro M ustangs
D aily  C am pus N ew spaper

R ichard D . Farley 
A rlin g to n , T exas 
C om puter Science 
G rad. M ay, 1991 
G .P .A . 3 .60 /4 .00

T au  Beta Pi 
G olden K ey H on. Soc. 
C o-op  program  
M am 'se lle s /E sco rt O rg.

Ronald L. Glover 
A lvarado , T exas 
C o m p u te r E ng ineering  
G rad. M ay, 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .55/4.00

S.M .U. M ustang Band: 
Squad Leader 

S tu d en t E ng ineering  Jo in t 
Council: Treasurer, 

EXPO chairman



C h a r t e r  M e m b e r s A c t i v i t i e s

S co tt G riesser 
E uless, T exas 
C om puter S cience 
Grad. M ay, 1990 
G .P .A . 2 .95 /4 .0 0

D ebra L. K ading (Social Chairm an)
Blue Springs, M issouri 
E n g ineering  M anagem en t 
G rad. D ecem ber, 1991 
G .P .A . 3 .65 /4 .00

K ousik  K rishnan  
A rling ton , T exas 
B iom ed ica l E ng in ee rin g  
Grad. D ecem ber, 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .89 /4 .00

C harlie  W en-R ucy Kuai 
D allas, T exas
E lec trica l E n g ineering , C om pu ter Science 
G rad. D ecem ber, 1991 
G .P .A . 3 .34 /4 .00

N ancy  L oerke  (T reasurer)
T ulsa , O lkahom a 
E le c tr ic a l E n g in e e r in g  
Grad. D ecem ber, 1990 
G .P .A . 2 .70 /4 .00

Tung T. N guyen 
D allas, T exas 
E le c tr ic a l E n g in ee rin g  
Grad. M ay, 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .60 /4 .00

A llen J. P itts  (P ro fess. D evel. Chairm an) 
D allas, T exas 
E n g ineering  M anagem en t 
G rad. D ecem ber, 1991 
G .P .A . 2 .5/4.00

M ustang Band 
C o-op  p rogram  
Studen t E ngineers Jo in t 

C o u n c il 
Sigm a Phi Epsilon  Frat.

Pi Beta Phi Sorority  
G olden K ey Hon. Soc.
Phi Gam m a D elta LiT Sis

S tu d en t F o undation  
Program  C ouncil 
M ortar Board 
H yer Society  
Ind ian  S tudent A ssoc.

C hinese S tuden t Assoc.
Chairman 

Student Senate
Polling Commitee 
Publication Commitee

M ustang Band
A lpha D elta  P i Sorority
Lam bda Chi A lpha Li'l Sis

P rogram  C ouncil 
Pi K appa A lpha V ice Pres 
In te r f ra te rn i ty  C ouncil 
U n iv e rsity  Jud ic ia l B oard



C h a r t e r  M e m b e r s A c t i v i t i e s

Benjam in S. Q uindoza (P ledge Instr.) 
J ack so n v ille , F lo rid a  
E le c tr ic a l E n g in ee rin g  
Grad. M ay, 1991 
G .P .A . 2 .74/4.00

Co-op program  
I n t r a m u r a ls

David L . Sanchez 
A lbuquerque, N ew  M exico 
E le c tr ic a l E ng in ee rin g

Co-op program  
In t r a m u r a ls
C atholic  C am pus M in istry

Grad. May 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .16/4.00

Jerom e D. Sheffie ld , Jr. 
Irv ing , T exas

Pi K appa A lpha Frat. 
I n t r a m u r a ls

E ng ineering  M anagem ent 
G rad. D ecem ber, 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .00/4.00

Theresa E. Sm ith (Secretary)
A lbuquerque, N ew  M exico 
M echan ica l E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1995 
G .P .A . 2 .50/4.00

Erik J. S trader R esearch  A ss is tan t
El Paso, Texas
B iom ed ica l E n g ineering
Grad. M ay, 1990
G .P .A . 2 .60/4.00

Frranc isco  V argas (E duca tion  C hairm an)
G arland , T exas 
M echan ica l E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1991 
G .P .A . 3 .05/4.00

M ary Regan V casey (Serv ice Chairm an) A lpha Phi O m ega Service
D allas, T exas F r a t e r n i ty
M echan ical E n g ineering  
G rad. D ecem ber, 1991 
G .P .A . 3 .00 /4 .00



C h a r t e r  M e m b e r s A c t i v i t i e s

K ris A. W ells (P ublic ity  C hairm an) 
E u less , T exas 
E le c tr ic a l E ng in ee rin g  
Grad. M ay, 1990 
G .P .A . 3 .00/4.00

Jam es E . W oods, II 
K ansas C ity , M issouri 
C om pu ter E ngineering  
Grad. M ay 1990 
G .P .A . 2 .84/4.00

M ustang Band 
C o-op  program  
S tu d en t E ng ineers

Jo in t C ouncil 
I n t r a m u r a l s

Co-op program  
N ational Society of 

Black Eng.



Theta Tau — S. M . U. Colony

L ist o f A ctive M em bers—Pledges

P le d g e s

A ndrew  I. A rroyo 
T he Colony, Texas 
E le c tr ic a l E n g in ee rin g  
G rad. M ay, 1993 
G .P .A . 2 .5/4.00

A nthony T a te  Askew 
A tlan ta , G eorg ia  
M ech an ica l E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 2 .80 /4 .00

G ian ca rlo  B au tis ta  
Tacom a, W ashington  
B iom ed ica l E ng ineering  
G rad. D ecem ber, 1991 
G .P .A . 2 .50/4.00

R obert M . B ender, Jr. 
D allas, T exas 
C o m p u ter E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 3 .47 /4 .00

Jenn ife r L . B loeckcr 
O verland  Park , K ansas 
E le c tr ic a l E n g in ee rin g  
G rad M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 3 .15 /4 .00

Zen M ycue Chu 
Irv ing  ,Texas 
B iom ed ica l E n g ineering  
G rad. M ay 1993 
G .P .A . 3 .02 /4 .0 0

A ctiv itie s

C o-op Program

Sigm a A lpha E psilon Frat. 
B a s k e tb a ll

A ir Force R.O .T.C 
C atholic  C am pus M inistry

E ng in ee rin g  Senator 
P i K appa A lpha Frat.

P rogram  Council 
A lpha D elta Pi Sor.

( T re a s u re r )  
Society o f W omen Eng. 

( P r e s id e n t )

M ustang Band
Student Senate Com m ittee
Pi K appa A lpha



es
e P l e d g e s

Christi O e L os Santos 
N orth R ich land  H ills, T exas 
C om puter Science 
Grad. M ay, 1994 
G .P .A . 3 .08/4.00

Andrew R. D eitchm an 
H urst, T exas 
M echan ica l E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1991 
G .P .A . 2 .9 0 /4 .0 0

Jam es D oub lesin  
R ichardson , T exas 
E le c tr ic a l E n g in ee rin g  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 3 .58 /4 .00

M ichelle G . Everhart 
M oville, Iowa 
B iom ed ical E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay 1991 
G .P .A . 3 .67 /4 .00

Scott C . Fulm er 
L aw ton, O klahom a 
C iv il E ng ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 2 .6/4.00

D orene L . Kewley 
El Paso, Texas 
M echan ical E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 3 .55 /4 .00

M artha K urz 
S co ttsd a le , A rizona  
B iom ed ical E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 3 .2/4.00

A c t i v i t i e s

A lpha Phi O m ega Service 
F r a t e r n i t y

A lpha Phi O m ega Service 
F r a t e r n i t y  

S tuden t E ng ineers Jo in t 
C o u n c il  

Amer. Soc. o f M ech. Eng.

Senate F inance C om m ittee

Tau Beta Pi
S tuden t E ng ineers Jo in t 

C o u n c il  
Soc. W om en Engineers 
T r i-B e ta

R .O.T.C.

A lpha D elta  Pi Sor.
Amer. Soc. o f M ech. Eng.

S e c re ta ry  
Soc. o f W omen Engineers

M ustang  L ink  
Program  C ouncil 
C a tho lic  C am pus M inistry
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P l e d g es

K huong Lung 
D allas, Texas 
E lec trica l E ng in ee rin g  
G rad. D ecem ber, 1990 
G .P .A . 3.1/4.00

E lisabeth  A nne M arley  
C inc inna ti, O hio 
E lec trica l E ng in ee rin g  
Grad. May 1994 
G .P .A . 3 .26/4.00

David K. M artin 
A tlan ta , G eorgia 
C iv il E ng ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 3 .29/4.00

M elissa H. M iller 
D allas, T exas 
M echanical E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 2 .57/4.00

Thom as Luther Reeck 
Broken A rrow , O klahom a 
C om puter Science 
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 3 .646/4.00

Lorena C. Sanchez 
S co ttsd a le , A rizona  
M echan ical E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1993 
G .P .A . 3 .10 /4 .00

Douglas S. Sedwick 
H ouston, T exas 
B iom ed ica l E n g ineering  
Grad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 2 .8/4.00

A c t i v i t i e s

M ustang Band 
Sigm a Phi E psilon 

Li'l Sis

A lpha Phi O m ega 
P eyton  H all P residen t 
M ustang L ink

S tu d en t Foundation  
D elta D elta D elta  Sor.

Senate F inance C om m ittee  
G olden Key Honor Soc. 
Lam bda Chi A lpha Frat. 
E n g ineering  Sena to r

Soc. o f W omen Engineers 
C a tho lic  C om pus M inistry

S igm a A lpha Epsilon  Frat. 
C am pus C rusade 

fo r C h ris t



P l e d g e s A c t i v i t i e s

K ersasp D . Shekhdar 
K arach i, P ak is tan  
C om pu ter Science 
G rad. M ay, 1992 
G .P .A . 3 .25/4.00

T racy  A . W hite 
H ouston , T exas 
B iom ed ica l E ng ineering  
G rad. D ecem ber, 1993 
G .P .A . 2 .90 /4 .00

E ng ineering  Senator 
O rg. o f In ternational 

S tu d e n ts  
S tu d en t C o n su ltan t

C om puter C tr.

S tudent E ngineers Jo in t 
C o u n c il 

P rogram  C ouncil 
S.M .U. W ind Ensemble
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T h eta  T a u --S .M .U . C olony

Facu lty  A dvisor
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S o u th e r n  M eth o d is t  U n iv ers i ty
Dallas, Texas

A n O v e rv ie w :
A s one o f  th e  lead ing  p riv a te  un iv e rs itie s  in  th e  S outhw est 

reg ion  o f th e  U nited  S ta te s , S outhern  M ethodist U n iv e rsity  is h igh ly  
reco g n ized  as a c en te r  o f  ed u ca tio n  and  advan cem en t in  b u sin ess , 
tech n o lo g y , th e  a rts , and  in  law . L oca ted  fiv e  m inu tes  no rth  of 
dow ntow n D a lla s , th e  u n iv e rs ity  boasts b eau tifu l cam pus a rch itec tu re  
in  a peaceful area close to but apart from  the m ajor thoroughfares o f the 
c i ty .

S .M .U . o ffe rs undergraduate  degrees in 80 m ajors th rough four 
undergraduate  d iv isions: D edm an C ollege (L iberal A rts), th e  E dw in  L. 
C ox School o f  Business, M eadows School o f the A rts, and the School o f 
E ng ineering  and  A pp lied  Science. A dditionally , th e  U n iversity  offers 
advanced degrees o f M .S. and Ph.D. in each division. A long with classes 
to fu lfill requ irem en ts fo r a m ajor, undergraduate  students m ust take a 
cu rricu lum  o f  co u rse s  th ro u g h o u t th e  un iv e rs ity  un d e r th e  C om m on 
E d uca tiona l E x p erien ce  p lan .

S .M .U . co m b in es th e  b e n if its  o f  a  la rg e  u n iv e rs ity  w h ile  
m ain ta in in g  an env iro n m en t s im ila r to  th a t o f a sm alle r in stitu tio n . 
W ith ex ce llen t fa c ilitie s , lib ra rie s , and  facu lty  (75%  o f  facu lty  hold 
the h ighest degree in  the ir fie ld ), students have m any o f the resources 
o f a la rg e  un iv e rs ity . Y et w ith on ly  5400 underg radua tes and  3350 
graduate  s tuden ts , and  a 13 to  I studen t to  teacher ra tio , as w ell as 
num erous ac tiv ities  and  o p p ortun ities  fo r studen t involvem ent, a sm all 
co lleg e  a tm o sp h ere  s tan d s o u t. T oday  and  in th e  fu tu re  Sou thern  
M ethodist U n iversity  con tinues to m ove forw ard  and  develop  and m old 
the leaders o f the years to come.

A H is to ry :

1911: Southern M ethodist U niversity  is chartered ; R obert S. H yer is
appo in ted  p re sid en t o f th e  un iversity .

1915: S .M .U . opens its doors in Septem ber w ith a C ollege o f L iberal
Arts, a School o f  M usic, and  a  School o f Theology. Buildings consist o f
the beautifu l D allas H all and  four residence halls.

1916: S .M .U .'s a th le tic  team s jo in  the Southw est C onference and  the 
U n iversity  o rgan izes  its  f ir s t  com m encem ent.

1920: T he C ollege o f Applied A rts and  Science is estab lished , later to
be m erged w ith the C ollege o f L iberal Arts.



1925: The U niversity  establishes the  School o f Law and the School of 
Engineering . A fram e build ing  houses classes and laboratories fo r an 
entering  c lass o f 120 a sp iring  engineers.

1926: S.M .U. gets five new  buildings: H yer hall fo r sciences, M cFarlin
auditorium , O w nby Foo tball S tadium , and tw o dorm itories; a fire 
d e s tro y s  th ree  d o rm ito rie s .

1936: S.M .U. has grown to m ore than 3200 students and 140 facu lty
m e m b e rs .

1940: Fondren  L ibrary opens w ith 380,000 books.

1943: A civ il engineering program  is started on cam pus fo r w om en by
the E ngineering W ar T ra in ing  Program  to relieve the shortage of 
engineers during wartim e; S.M .U. is chosen along w ith 281 colleges by 
the U .S . W ar-M anpow er C om m ission to start tra in ing  fo r Arm y and 
N avy sp ec ia lis ts .

1946: D ue to  return ing  W W II veterans, 5000 students en ro ll in  the
U n iv e r s i ty .

1956: The U m phrey Lee S tudent C enter opens, nam ed after S .M .U .'s
fourth  p resident; it houses a bookstore, m eeting room s, post o ffice , and 
c a fe te r ia .

1957: T he firs t Ph.D . program  initiated at S.M .U.; first doctoral degree
is in econom ics.

1967: S.M .U. expands to  nationw ide recruiting, w ith search fo r
freshm an tak ing  recru ite rs  to  65 d iffe ren t cities.

1980: S .M .U .'s efforts to  provide a liberal arts foundation fo r students
becom e m ore cen tralized ; R obert H. D edm an gives 25 m illion dollars to 
the liberal arts en tity  know n as D edm an College in w hich all 
underg radua tes en ro ll b e fo re  transfe rring  to the ir respec tive  schools 
(such  as engineering, business, and the arts); D onald Shields is nam ed 
p r e s id e n t .

1983: S .M .U . announces th e  D ecade Ahead Plan, designed to continue
advancem ent to  becom e one o f the  outstanding p rivate un iversities in 
the  n a tion ; p lans include expanding  and m odern izing  fac ilities , 
crea ting  th irty -tw o  endow m en t chairs, upgrad ing  the academ ic standing  
o f  the studen t body, and  increasing  scholarships and financial aid.

1985: The average com bined  Scholastic A ptitude T est (SAT) scores for 
freshm en reaches 1104, the  h ighest in S.M .U. history.



1987: S .M .U . gets new student cen ter thanks to large donations from
alum s C harles Hughes and K itty  T rigg ; houses cafe , student m arket, 
ballroom s, gam eroom s, arts cen ter, and theatre .

1988: A fter catastrophic  developm ents o f  the infam ous football 
scandal, S .M .U . nam es A. K enneth Pye as president; Pye prom ises 
continuation  o f em phasis on excellence; A cadem ic T ask  Force is 
in stitu ted  to rev iew  curricu lum  in  a ll schools w ithin the U niversity .

1989: T he direction o f the School o f Engineering  and A pplied Sciences 
is re-evaluated , and  cu ts in the C ivil and  M echanical Engineering 
d epartm ent are p roposed. Football re turns to cam pus under the 
leadersh ip  o f coach  Forrest Gregg.

1990: President Pye and the Board o f  Trustees com m it to giving g reater
support to  fundraising  and recru iting  to  strengh ten  the engineering  
program s in the S.E .A .S.. Entering freshm en in any  school o f the 
u n ivers ity  are  required  to take m ore liberal arts c lasses.



The School o f Engineering and A pplied Science 
o f Southern M ethodist U niversity

In 1925, the D epartm ent o f Engineering  was form ed a t Southern 
M eth o d is t U n iv ersity . S ta rted  p rim arily  as a  p ro jec t o f  th e  D allas 
T echnical Society , it was one o f the firs t schools in the U nited States to 
dev e lo p  a co o p era tiv e  educa tion  p rogram . S ince en g ineering  b lends 
th eo re tica l and  p rac tica l know ledge, the S chool founders w anted to 
o ffe r a p rog ram  tha t w ould  allow  the studen t a  com plete  engineering  
education . In  its  found ing , all students en tered  th e  program , w hereas 
i t  is now  o p tiona l and  ava ilab le  to  those m aking  sa tisfac to ry  progress 
in  th e  E n g ineering  School. T oday , n early  fif ty  pe rcen t o f  S .M .U .'s 
eng ineering  studen ts are  in  the  cooperative educa tion  program .

A p p ro x im a te ly  800 s tuden ts  a re  en ro lle d  in to d ay 's  S .M .U . 
School o f Engineering  and Applied Science, located  in  Caruth Hall near 
the c en te r  o f  S .M .U .'s  cam pus. S tudents en tering  S .M .U .'s engineering 
program  g enera lly  rank  in the upper th ird  o f  th e ir  g raduating class and 
have a  m in im um  SA T  sco re  o f  1100. A fter ob tain ing  a m inim um  of 
tw e n ty -fo u r  c re d it  h o u rs  in  th e ir  freshm an  y ear, th e  s tu d en ts  are  
" tran sfe rred "  in  the en g ineering  school from  th e  libera l arts school 
(D edm an C ollege) if  they have attained at least a 2.5 grade poin t average 
in  the ir  science and  pre-engineering  courses. A to tal o f 130 hours are 
required  for graduation  in the S.E .A .S., the  last th irty  o f w hich m ust be 
in  re s id en ce . G raduating  students m ust atta in  an overall grade po in t 
average o f 2 .00 on  all courses taken at S.M .U. as well as all courses in 
the m ajo r fie ld  o f  study.

S tuden ts en ro lled  in  the S .E .A .S . en joy  th e  b enefits  o f  sm all 
c lasses and  the broad  education tha t the o ther schools in the un iversity  
have to  o ffer. Num erous student o rganizations ex is t w ithin the S.E .A .S., 
includ ing  T au  Beta P i, A .S .M .E., S .W .E., N .S .B .E . , and other nationally  
recogn ized  o rgan iza tions along  w ith  the studen t govern ing  body o f the 
school, S tu d en t Engineers Jo in t C ouncil. S .M .U .'s T he ta  Tau colony is 
the  on ly  engineering  fra te rn ity  in the S .E .A .S ., and  is now  perhaps the 
la rg e s t.

T he School o f Engineering  and  A pplied Science is organized into 
th re e  d ep a rtm e n ts :  C iv il and  M ech an ica l E n g in ee r in g , C om pu ter
Science and  Engineering , and  E lectrical E ngineering . The school offers 
B a c h e lo rs  o f  S c ie n c e  d e g re e s  in  C iv il  E n g in e e r in g , C o m p u te r 
E n g in e e r in g , C o m p u te r S c ien ce , E le c tr ic a l E n g in ee r in g , E n g ineering  
M a n a g e m e n t, M an ag em en t S c ien ce , and  M e c h a n ic a l E n g in e e r in g , 
a lth o u g h  C iv il E n g ineering  w ill be phased  o u t by  the m id 1990's. 
G radua te  p rog ram s are  also  offe red  tow ard  th e  deg rees o f M aster o f 
S c ien ce , E n g in ee r 's  D egree , D octo r o f E ng in ee rin g , and  D octo r o f 
P h i lo s o p h y .



S .M .U . is  com m itted  to  pu tting  a renew ed em phasis on the 
S .E .A .S. in response to the in flux o f technology entering  the D allas-Fort 
W orth  m e tro p lex . W ith  th e  te leco m m u n ica tio n s  boom  in  n earby  
R ichardson , the  grow th o f industry  in the  area, and  the p lans fo r the 
Superconducting  Super C o llider south o f D allas, the need  fo r engineers 
in  the a rea  has never been  h igher. In fac t, th e  D a lla s -F t. W orth 
m etroplex has the th ird  h ighest concentration o f h igh-tech  firm s in  the 
United States. S.M .U. has com m itted to educating the com plete engineer 
by p rov id ing  an ex ten siv e  cooperative education  p rogram  fo r  students 
and  by requ iring  that engineers take a variety  o f liberal arts c lasses  to 
com plem en t th e ir  eng in ee rin g  classes . P lans fo r  the  decade  ahead  
in c lu d e  dou b lin g  th e  en ro llm en t o f  th e  School o f  E ng in ee rin g  and 
A pp lied  S c ience , and  increasing  fundraising .



T heta  T au--S .M .U. Colony 
A  H isto ry  of P rogress

The C olony  o f  T h e ta  T au  E ng ineering  F ra te rn ity  a t S outhern  
M e th o d is t U n iv e rs ity  b eg an  as a lo ca l e n g in ee r in g  f ra te rn ity  on 
11 /19/88 , nam ed A lpha  D e lta  T au . U nder th e  g u idance  o f  M ike 
A braham , then  an adm in istra tive  a ssistan t from  the C en tral O ffice , 15 
m otivated  ind iv iduals banded  together to  becom e the fellow  founders of 
an en g ineering  o rg an iza tio n  o ffe rin g  o p p ortun ities  n o t av a ilab le  from  
other o rganizations in  the engineering  school. A lpha D elta  T au ’s firs t 
presiden t, S teve B resnahan , w as appo in ted  to  lead  the group , officers 
and chairs w ere chosen, and  future goals were set. The A lpha D elta Tau 
fra te rn ity  p lanned  to m ain ta in  an am bitious and qu ick ly  m oving  pace 
in  o rd e r to  ach ieve  co lo n iza tio n  in th e  nex t sem ester, and  chap ter 
status by Spring, 1990. O ne concern fo r the fratern ity  was m em bership 
fo r co m p u ter sc ien ce  m a jo rs . A fter co n c lu sio n  th a t th e  co m p u ter 
sc ien ce  c u rricu lu m  is  ta u g h t in  th e  sam e c o lle g e  as th e  o th e r  
eng in ee rin g  m ajo rs , a n d  th a t th e  dep a rtm en t h ouses  m o st o f  its 
c lassroom s in the eng in ee rin g  schoo l, th e  f ra te rn ity  vo ted  to  accept 
com puter science m ajors in  A lpha D elta  T au. The fra te rn ity  requests 
s im ila r assessm en t o f  th e  s itu a tio n  from  the na tiona l f ra te rn ity  w hen 
considering the S.M .U. co lony  for status as a chapter.

M eetings w ere he ld  w eek ly  in  the  E n g ineering  S choo l, and 
form al affa irs are  se t in  the S tudent C enter. Im m ediate goals for the 
g roup  inc luded  ho ld ing  a  ru sh  fo r new  m em bers, p erfo rm ing  serv ice  
p ro jects in  the com m unity , ho ld ing  p rofessional developm ent m eetings, 
co n tac tin g  D allas a rea  a lu m n i, in vo lvem en t in  un iv e rs ity  in tram ura ls, 
and petition ing  fo r  co lony  sta tus. A lpha D elta  T au  added 14 m em bers 
in the ir firs t ru sh  period , and  succeeded  in accom plish ing  all goals by 
the end o f Spring o f 1989. A lpha D elta Tau becam e a colony o f T heta  
Tau in  M ay, 1989.

Since co lo n iza tio n , the  m em bers o f  th e  local f ra te rn ity  have 
continued the rapid pace. W ith the goal to be ready to  becom e a chapter 
w ith in  the national f ra te rn ity  by  the end  o f the 1989/1990 school year, 
the m o tiva ted  m em bers o f  th e  co lony  have been  very  ach ievem en t 
o rien ted  in  all aspects o f  th e ir  operations.
A ccom plishm ents have been  m ade in m any areas, including:

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l :

-  23 m em bers have  been  added to the local fra tern ity  th ru  tw o 
rush  p e rio d s.
- W eekly m eetings he ld  th roughout the sem ester (excep t finals) 
w ith  large p a rtic ip a tio n  w ith in  the o rgan ization .
- Social activ ities p lanned  every few  w eeks, ranging from  happy 
hours to  parties.



Estab lishm ent o f a perm anent housing fund draw n from  local 
fra te rn ity  m em ber dues to  m ain tain  a headquarters ou tside o f 
the  engineering  school.

Professional:
- Several guest speakers, occasionally  open to all students in 
the  engineering  school, from  lead ing  corporations in the D allas 
area, such as E -System s, and E lectrospace, Inc.
- A plant tour to  L.T .V ., ju s t south o f Dallas.
- H elp w ith set-up and clean-up o f  EXPO '90, a technical career 
fa ir  on  cam pus.

C am pus/C om m unity  invo lvem en t:
Partic ipa tion  in  in tram ural vo lleyball, soccer, basketball, 

and  so ftba ll.
- Three of four o f  nex t year's engineering school senators in 
the  S.M .U. student senate belong to  Theta Tau.
- M em bership o f co lony  m em bers in num erous organizations 
w ith in  the engineering  school and  in  cam pus-w ide activ ities.

Serv ice  sctiv ities include volunteering  fo r underpriveleged 
ch ild ren  and  pain ting  o ld  houses.

Involvem ent w ithin T heta  T au :
- P lanned and held a reception fo r Dallas area  alum ni o f  Theta 
T au. Contact was m ade and has been m aintained w ith several 
alum ni now liv ing  in the D allas area.

V isited  the local engineering fra tern ity  a t U niversity  o f 
T exas a t A ustin.

A new sletter is being  prepared  fo r distribu tion  throughout 
th e  fra te rn ity  in  A pril.

The fu ture  fo r  T he ta  T au  w ith in  the School o f Engineering  and 
A p p lied  S cience at S .M .U . is a b righ t one. As the la rgest studen t 
o rgan ization  in  the engineering  school, the co lony  has devoted m em bers 
from  all m ajors o f the  school as w ell as support o f the adm inistra tion  
and sta ff o f  the school. Installation as a  chapter would allow  us to  get 
m ore ac tiv ity  funds from  the S tudent Senate and  allow  us to se t ou r 
sigh ts tow ards accom plish ing  fu rther goals in the fu ture. T he goals fo r 
the  fu tu re  for the local fra te rn ity  are: to  be installed  as a chap ter, to 
a tten d  th e  n a tio n a l c o n v en tio n  o f  the f ra te rn ity , and  to  co n tin u e  
build ing  on idea ls o f bro therhood and  p rofessional developm ent.



Theta Tau
Central Office
9974 Old O live Road
St. Louis, M issouri 63141

To the brothers o f Theta Tau:

I enthusiastically  endorse  the members o f the SM U  colony  o f Theta 
Tau in the ir e ffo rt to ob tain  chapter sta tus w ith in  the T heta  Tau 
P ro fessiona l E ng ineering  F ra te rn ity . As A ssis tan t D ean , I have 
w atched th is g roup grow  from  a dedicated fifteen  m em bers to their 
presen t size o f over fo rty  m em bers, m aking it the la rg est student 
organization in the engineering school. SM U's co lony  o f T heta  Tau 
has shown its determ ination and motivation in estab lish ing  itse lf  as a 
chapter o f T he ta  T au, as dem onstrated by its  w ell o rgan ized  rush 
events, and its am bitious schedule o f activity.

A chapter o f T heta  Tau would prom ote grow th, bo th  so c ia lly  and
pro fessiona lly , fo r the engineering  students o f Sou thern  M ethodist
U niversity . I look forw ard  to its contribu tions to  the  fu ture  o f the
School of Engineering and Applied Science.

S incere ly ,

E. Douglas Harris
A ssistan t Dean

UNDERGRADUATE DIVISION (2141 692-3041
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND APPLIED SOENCE
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY / DALLAS. TEXAS 75275-0335



M arch  8 , 1990

T h e ta  T au  
C e n tra l Office 
9974 O ld  O live  R d .
S t. L un ive , M l 63141 
M r. P o p e

Re: R ecom m enda tion  for C h a p te r  S ta tu s

D ear M t. P ope :

D uring  th e  p a s t  year, I have  h a d  th e  honor o f  serv ing  as fac u lty  ad v iso r to  th e  
young  m en a n d  w om en o f  th e  T h e ta  T au  P rofessional E ng ineering  F ra te rn i ty  a t 
Sou th ern  M e th o d is t U n iversity . I  have been ve ry  im pressed  w ith  th e ir  devo tion  to  
th e  g ro w th  o f  T h e ta  T au  a n d  th e ir  ded ica tion  to  m a in ta in in g  th e  h igh  s ta n d a rd s  
o f  th e  F ra te rn i ty .  T h is  year, 23 new m em bers have  jo ined . I am  p ro u d  to  be asso
c ia ted  w ith  th is  fine o rgan iza tion  and  believe th e  fu tu re  is b r ig h t fo r T h e ta  T au  
a n d  i ts  m em bers here  a t  Sou thern  M ethod ist U n iversity . T here fo re , I recom m end 
w ith o u t rese rva tion  th a t  th e  T h e ta  T au  C olony  a t  S o u th e rn  M e th o d is t U niversity  
be  g ra n te d  C h a p te r  s ta tu s .

Sincerely,

FirmnrAl ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT / 214 • 692-3109 
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND APPLIED SCIENCE 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY / DALLAS. TEXAS 75275-033S
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Pictured , le ft to right:
Bottom  Row : Ben Quindoza, D avid Sanchez, Robert Bender, Steve 
Bresnahan, C harlie  K w ai.2nd R ow : Ron Glover, Mr. W ilson o f 
E lectrospace, Inc., Tung N guyen, E rik S trader, Scott Fulm er, D avid 
M artin , K huong Luong, Jam es W oods, Jam es A rchuleta, Francisco 
V argas, Regan V easey, Tom R eeck.3rd R ow : G aylia Gray, Scott Griesser, 
Jennifer B loecker, G ian B autista, T erry  Sm ith.4th R ow : T racy  W hite, 
K ousik K rishnan, 5 th R ow : M arth Kurz, Dorene Kewley, Ranga 
Balasekaran T op R ow : Kersasp Shekhdar, Zen Chu, M elissa M iller.






