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Prtttion
Prom oted  b y  a desire fo r  a  b roader f ra te rn a l re la tionship, 

an d  believing th a t th e  ideals and  purposes of T h e ta  Sigm a 
D elta harm onize w ith  those of T he ta  T au ; th a t un ion  w ith  
T heta  T au  will g rea tly  increase o u r  ab ility  to  realize high 
ideals; th a t we can co n tribu te  to  th e ir  streng th , i t  is o u r  earnest 
desire to  u n ite  w ith  T h e ta  T au  F ra te rn ity . P ledg ing  ourselves 
to  th e ir  loyal su p p o rt, we hereby  p e titio n  th a t T he ta  Sigm a 
D elta be g ran ted  a chap ter o f T heta  T au  F ra te rn ity .

George Crapser A shton  
L ouis E lm er Baggs 
P ercy  F ra n k  Bowm an  
L lo yd  Anderson  
F red  J . Freese 
Donald Leon H ains 
Thom as Lorim cr H errick  
Laurence L. F ry  
Jo h n  Stiydam  H olbrook  
H arold  Bernice M iller 
P aul L ym a n  Mercer 
V erner R aym ond  M uth  
John  B . M oran  
C hester Ira  Mead 
Ronald Owen 
F red  P otg icter  
V ern  C. Price 
E d  R ich
Clarence 0 .  Sloan  
Russell A sh b y  H astings  
Joe John  Dignan  
Jam es F rederick  P h illip s
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The S ta te  IJnivetfsity of Iowa was founded  b y  an  act o f 
th e  first Iow a general Assem bly in  1847, a n d  th e  o ld sta te  
eap ito l a t  Iow a C ity  w ith i ts  g rounds was given to  th e  new 
in stitu tio n . B u t it w as n o t u n til  th e  sp rin g  of 1855 th a t 
in s tru c tio n  began w ith 4 in struc to rs  a n d  25 students.

F ro m  th is  sm all bcg in ing  the un iv e rs ity  has stead ily  
grow n u n til  i t  has 450 in stru c to rs  and  over 5000 students. 
I t  occupies about fo r ty  b u ild ings on a  cam pus of u p w ard  of 
120 acres. I t  consists o f th e  follow ing colleges: G raduate,
L ib era l A rts, Law , M edicine, D en tis try , P harm acy , A pplied 
Science, E ducation , a n d  Com m erce; an d  th e  follow ing schools: 
Music, N ursing , and  P ub lic  H ea lth  N ursing.

The college of A pp lied  Science w as first established as a 
separate  college in  A pril 1903 although  engineering  sub jects 
h ad  been tau g h t in  th e  L ib era l A r ts  college since 1857. In  
1904 th e  leg isla ture  a p p ro p ria ted  $60,000 tow ard  a new  en 
gineering  b u ild ing  a n d  a dam  across th e  Iow a R iver fo r 
experim ental purposes. In  1906 a n  ad d itiona l $30,000 was 
a p p ro p ria ted  fo r  th e  pow er house and  equipm ent. Extensive 
shops a n d  labo ra to ries and  a new H y d rau lic  T esting  an d  E x 
perim en tal P la n t have also been b u ilt. The value of a ll the  
E ng in ee rin g  bu ild ings and  equipm ent is now over $350,000.

In  1903 five men com prised th e  s tr ic tly  engineering  facu lty , 
offering tw enty  eng ineering  courses to  seventy-eight students. 
There are  now th ir ty  in s tru c to rs  offering seventy courses to 
394 studen ts. The follow ing b ranches of engineering  are  
ta u g h t : Civil, E lec trica l, M echanical, S an ita ry , a n d  Chemical. 
A dvanced a n d  g rad u a te  w ork is also offered in  th e  above



Jfratrrn itics
T here a re  18 n a tio n a l social fra te rn itie s  a t  th e  U niversity  

of Iow a:
Acacia P h i K appa
A lp h a  T au  Omega P h i K appa  Psi
B eta  T heta  P i P h i K appa  Sigm a
D elta  Chi Sigm a A lpha  E psilon
D elta T a u  D elta S igm a Chi
K ap p a  Sigm a Sigm a N u
Ph i D elta  T heta S igm a P h i Epsilon
P h i Gam m a D elta Sigm a P i
P h i Epsilon  P i T heta  X i

T h irteen  na tiona l p rofessional f ra te rn itie s :
D elta  Sigm a D elta D en ta l
X i P si Phi D en ta l
P si Omega D en ta l
P h i R ho Sigm a Medical
P h i Beta P i M edical
N u Sigm a N u M edical
A lpha K appa K appa M edical
P h i A lpha  D elta Legal
P h i D elta  P h i Legal
D elta S igm a P i Commerce
P h i D elta  Chi Pharm acy
A lpha  Chi Sigm a Chem ical
Sigm a D elta  Chi Jou rna lism

A nd  eight n a tio n a l h o n o ra ry  f r a te rn i t ie s :
P h i B eta  K ap p a T au  B eta  P i
S igm a X i O rd er o f A rtis
O rd er of Coif B eta  Gam m a Sigm a
A lpha  Omega A lpha D elta  S igm a Rho

In  ad d itio n  to  these th e re  a re  several local f ra te rn itie s  
a n d  clubs.

T h e ta  X i is  considered a  social f ra te rn i ty  here  ra th e r  th an  
p rofessional as th ey  pledge m en of any  college.
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T heta  Sigm a D elta  f ra te rn ity  was founded in  J a n u a ry  
1920 by G ordon R. L u n t (C iv il ’21) an d  P a u l L. M ercer 
(C ivil ’21 ). W ith  th e  though t in  m ind  of eventually  pe tition 
in g  a n a tio n a l engineers f ra te rn ity  these men organized the 
Mecca Club. F iv e  m ore m en were care fu lly  selected and  the 
first fo rm al m eeting was held  M ay 20. 1920. A t th is  m eeting 
M ercer was elected p residen t a n d  L u n t secretary . F o u r  new 
m en w ere elected to  mem bership.

S everal im p o rtan t steps w ere tak en  a t th is  tim e. I t  was 
decided th a t no  m an  of less th a n  sophomore s tan d in g  in  the  
college could be elected to  m em bership, a correspondence 
com m ittee was appo in ted  to  investigate  th e  field of na tiona l 
f ra te rn itie s , an d  a  com m ittee was appo in ted  to  d raw  u p  a 
constitu tion . The objects, aims, and  policies o f th e  organiza
tio n  were discussed by  rou n d  table talks.

T he school yea r of 1920-21 saw  th e  new  organization  well 
established. R egu lar m eetings w ere he ld  every  tw o weeks, 
luncheons w ere given once a m onth, w here candidates and  
facu lty  m em bers w ere en terta ined . D ean Raym ond of the  
engineering  college w as in terview ed reg a rd in g  h is  a ttitu d e  
tow ard  an  engineering  f r a te rn ity  at Iowa and  he was heartily  
in  fa v o r  of it.

In  th e  sp rin g  of 1921 it became necessary to  change the 
nam e of th e  Mecca Club. S ince th e  an n u a l celebration of th e  
engineers a t Iow a is called ‘‘Mecca W eek ”  it was though t 
th a t th e  Mecca C lub  received un d u e  cred it. T his caused con
siderab le dissension am ong the engineering  s tuden ts  so the 
nam e was changed to  T he ta  Sigm a Delta.

B y th is  tim e the organization had grow n to  tw en ty  mem
bers, it was recognized by th e  un iv e rs ity  social committee, and  
steps w ere tak en  to  p e titio n  a na tiona l fra te rn ity . M ercer 
w as re-elected p re sid en t fo r  th e  nex t y ea r and  p lan s were 
m ade to  secure su itab le  c lub  room s fo r  a definite m eeting 
place.

In  th e  fa ll o f 1921 th e re  w ere eleven old members back in  
school. M eetings w ere he ld  weekly and  luncheons bi-weekly.
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Tliirleen  more m em bers were added  and  th e  organization  was 
s tronger th a n  ever before. T hrough correspondence w ith  Mr. 
S ch rad er th e y  w ere kep t in  close touch w ith T he ta  T au  f ra 
te rn ity . M r. Comstock of T he ta  T au  visited  Iowa C ity  in 
Decem ber 1921 and  investigated  th e  f ra te rn ity  and  w as well 
pleased w ith th e  group. In  J a n u a ry  1922 a  le tte r  was re 
ceived from  Mi-. S ch rader s ta tin g  th a t a  petition  of Theta  
Sigm a D elta to  Theta  T au  would be accepted and  p lan s were 
im m ediately m ade fo r  p re p a rin g  th a t petition.

Constitution
A rtic le  I.

Section I .  This organization  shall be known as th e  T IIE T A  
SIG M A  D E L T A  F ra te rn ity .

Section 2. T he pu rpose of T IIE T A  SIG M A  D E L T A  shall be 
to  elevate th e  s tan d a rd s of engineers: to prom ote 
in te rest in  eng ineering  work and  alm a m a te r ; and  
to  form a nuc leus fo r a bigger and  be tte r sp irit 
in  th e  engineering  college.

A rtic le  II .
Section I . M em bership is restric ted  to  s tuden ts  of engineer

ing  who have com pleted a t least one y ea r of work 
in a recognized college o f engineering.

Section 2. H onorary  m em bership m ay  be conferred  on mem
bers of th e  fa c u lty  who have been connected w ith 
o u r in stitu tio n  fo r  one y ea r o r more.

Section 3. U nderg radua te  m em bers a re  autom atically  dropped  
from  active m em bership upon cancellation of regis
tra tio n  in  th e  engineering  college.

Section I .  C and idates fo r  m em bership m ay be proposed in 
any  reg u la r m eeting : th ey  m ay be voted on in 
a n y  succeeding reg u lar m eeting  w ith in  a  period  
of fo u r  weeks.

A rtic le  I I I .
Section I. The officers of th is  f ra te rn ity  shall be : a p resident, 

vice-president, secre ta ry  and  treasu rer.
Section 2. The officers shall be elected by  m ajo rity  ballo t a t 

th e  la s t reg u la r m eeting  of every  A pril. They
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shall be installed  a t  the nex t reg u la r m eeting and  
shall hold office fo r one year.

Section 3. The p residen t shall be chairm an of the  fra te rn ity  
and  shall preside over its  meetings. H e  shall have 
th e  pow er to  appo in t, and  shall be ex-officio mem
b e r  of a ll committees.

Section .4 Tho vice-president shall assume the d u tie s  of the 
p re sid en t in case of h is absence.

Section 5. T he secretary  shall record  the m inutes o f a ll m eet
ings and  shall call roll a t  all reg u la r meetings. 
I t  shall also be h is d u ty  to take  care  of th e  corres
pondence of th e  fra te rn ity .

Section 6. The t re a su re r  shall be th e  custod ian  of th e  funds 
a nd  o ther p ro p e rty  of th e  fra te rn ity , and  shall 
keep the accounts of th e  organization.

A rtic le  IV .
Section I .  R egu lar m eetings shall be held each week. The 

tim e and  place of these to  be decided by the 
chapter.

Section 2. Special m eetings m ay be called b y  th e  p residen t 
a t  a n y  tim e ; e ither on his own in itia tive  o r upon 
th e  request o f five members.

Section 3. A  quorum  to  tran sac t business shall consist o f one- 
th ird  of th e  active m em bers o f the chapter.

A rtic le  V.
Section I .  The in itia tio n  fees of th is  f r a te rn ity  shall be two 

dollars ($2.00), payable  a t th e  tim e of in itia tion .

A rtic le  ArI.
Section I. A n am endm ent to  th is  constitu tion  m ay be p ro 

posed a t any  reg u la r meeting. I t  shall be reduced 
to  w riting , deposited w ith  th e  secretary , and  shall 
be read  before th e  f ra te rn ity . I t  shall be acted 
upon, a f te r  being duly  advertised , a t th e  next 
reg u la r m eeting of th e  f ra te rn ity , a tw o-thirds 
vote o f th e  m em bers p resen t be ing  necessary to 
establish i t  as a p a r t  o f th is  constitution.



H j a i R l
', 

M
ut

h,
 

Po
tg

ie
te

r,
 

H
ai

ne
s,

 
M

cC
al

l, 
D

ig
nt



Jkrsonnrl of CIjeta Sugnta Brlta
LLO Y D  E . A N D E R SO N  M adrid , Iow a

J u n e  4, 1899 
J u n io r  Civil
F a th e r : B. F . A nderson , M adrid, Iowa 
Colleye A c t iv it ie s :
I rv in g  In s ti tu te ;  P u b lic ity  C om m ittee ( C hairm an 1922); 
E n g in ee rs ’ Show (1922) ; V ice P resid en t A. S. A. S. (1922) 
Banquet C om m ittee (1 9 2 0 ); C hairm an of T ra n s it B oard ; 
D aily  Iow an B o a rd ; P re s id en t S . U. I. A ero C lub (1921); 
Y. M. C. A. T reasu re r ; U n iversity  P lay e rs

G EO R G E  C R A P S E R  A S H T O N  Clinton, Iow a
N ovem ber 17, 1901 
J u n io r  engineer.
Father. George S te rlin g  A shton, C linton, Iowa 
College A c t iv i t ie s :
E ng ineers p a ra d e ; “ I ”  in tra c k ; U n iversity  sw im m ing team  
1921

L O U IS  E L M E R  BA G G S Des Moines, Iow a
D ecem ber 12, 1891 
S enior C ivil
F ather  A r th u r  E . Baggs. D es Moines, Iowa 
College A c t iv it ie s :
T reasu re r A. S. A. S . ; S ec re ta ry -T reasu rer o f T ra n s i t ; Sec- 
rc ta ry -T reasu re r o f S tu d en t C hap te r A m erican  Society of 
Civil E n g in eers ; T au  B eta  P i ;  Sigm a X i

P E R C Y  F . BO W M A N  M aquoketa, Iow a
O ctober 15, 1897 
Senior E lec trica l
F ather : B. F . Bowman, M aquoketa, Iowa.
College A c t iv i t ie s :
T reasu re r D clfwegm  C lub ; E n g in ee rs’ Show ; E n g in ee rs ’ 
P a ra d e ; E n g in ee rs’ E x h ib it;  T reasu re r A. I .  E . E . 2nd 
sem ester; Senior IIo p  Com m ittee



J O E  J .  D IG N A N  P e rry , Iowa
D ecem ber 13, 1900 
J u n io r  Civil
F ather : Jo h n  L . D ignan1 P e rry , Iowa 
College A c t iv i t ie s :
D elta T au  D elta ; Newm an C lub ; S tu d e n t C ouncil; E n g in ee rs ’ 
Show

M A R T IN  E . F L E N T JE  
In ac tiv e

M A R T IN  M cCA LL 
Inac tive

F R E D  JO H N  F R E E S E  S ioux F alls, S . D.
Ju n e  2, 1899 
Ju n io r  C ivil
F a th er:  F . J .  F reese, S ioux F a lls , S. D.
College A c t iv i t ie s :
E n g in e e rs ’ P a rad e  C om m ittee; E n g in ee rs ’ Show

L A U R E N C E  L. F R Y  Corydon, Iowa
Novem ber 22, 1902 
Sophomore
F ather : F . B. F ry , Corydon, Iow a 
College A c t iv it ie s :
T ran s it B oard

D O N A LD  L E O N  H A IN E S  M ount A ub u rn , Iowa
A p ril 5, 1903 
Ju n io r  M echanical
F ather:  Sam uel IIa in s , M ount A uburn , Iowa 
College A c tiv itie s:
Officers’ C lub ; 1st L ie u l. R. 0 .  T. C'.; P a ra d e  Com m ittee; 
E n g in ee rs ’ Show

R U S S E L  A S H B Y  H A S T IN G S  
Ju n e  17, 1899 
J u n io r  Civil

Coggon, Iowa



F a th e r : E . T. H astings, Coggon, Iowa 
College A c t iv it ie s :
E n g in ee rs ’ Show

TH O M A S L O R IM E R  H E R R IC K  Fredericksbu rg , Iowa
J u n e  11, 1896 
Ju n io r  C ivil
F ather : Jo h n  D. H errick , F redericksbu rg , Iow a 
College A c t iv it ie s :
S ecre ta ry -T reasu rer F resh m an  C lass; P ro p e r ty  M an E n 
g ineers ' Show ; T au  B eta  P i

JO H N  S. H O LB R O O K  O naw al Iow a
A p ril 18, 1901 
Ju n io r  M echanical
F a th e r : P a rk e r  K. H olbrook, Ottawa, Iowa 
College A c t iv it ie s :
Sigm a N u ; F reshm an  Pan -H ellen ic ; A u th o r of E n g in ee rs ’ 
Show 1922; B anquet C om m ittee; P re sid en t Sophom ore C lass; 
P residen t o f J u n io r  C lass; C ade t Officer

C H E S T E R  IR A  M E A D  C alum et, Iowa
Feb. 19, 1900 
Ju n io r  C ivil
F a th er  : Lew is Mead, Calum et, Iow a 
College A c tiv itie s:
S igm a Phi E p s ilo n ; “ I ”  football 1920-21; V ice P resident 
Ju n io r  C lass; T au  B eta  P i

P A U L  L. M E R C E R  Iow a C ity , Iowa
O ctober 10, 1899 
G radua te  studen t
F ather : L . B. M ercer, Iowa C ity , Iowa 
College A c t iv i t ie s :
P h i Gamma D e lta ; T au  B eta  P i ; S igm a X i ; S tuden t Coun
c il; C hairm an of Dance Com m ittee; E n g in ee rs ’ Show ; P u b 
lic ity  Com m ittee; Vice P residen t Sophom ore Class.

H A R O L D  B. M IL L E R  
Ja n u a ry  30, 1900 
Senior C ivil

W aterloo, Iowa



F ather : G ran t M iller, W aterloo, Iowa 
College A c tiv it ie s :
P h i G aim na D e lta ; E n g in ee rs ’ Show ; C ap ta in  R . 0 .  T. C .; 
S ee re ta iy 7T reasu re r Sophom ore C lass; U n iversity  R ifle team ; 
P re s id en t G eneral E n g r . Society.

J O H N  B. M ORAN D ubuque, Iow a
M ay 23, 1898 
J u n io r  C ivil
F ather : M. S. M oran, D ubuque, Iowa
College A c tiv itie s :
E n g in ee rs ’ Show

V E R N E R  R. M U TH  Osage, Iow a
J u ly  28, 1894 
Senior Civil
F a th er:  Jo h n  M ntli, Loyalton , S. D akota 
Cgllege A c t iv i t ie s :
Sigm a P h i E p silo n ; S tu d en t C ouncil; C hairm an E xh ib ition  
C om m ittee; T au  B eta  P i ; Sigm a X i.

R O N A LD  O W E N  C edar R apids, Iowa
A ugust 21, 1S99 
Senior E lec trica l
F a th er  : N ew ton Owen, C edar R ap id s  Iowa 
College A c tiv it ie s :
E n g in ee rs ’ P a ra d e ; H ow ling  “ 300” ; T ran s it S ta ff; C ha ir
m an Cooperative Book S to re  Com m ittee; Seeretary-T rcas- 
u re r  A. I . E . E . 1st Sem ester.

JA M E S  F R E D E R IC K  P H IL IP S  A ltoona, Iowa
F e b ru a ry  25, 1900 
S en io r C ivil
F a th er  : Nelson G. P h ilip s , A ltoona, Iowa 
College A c t iv i t ie s :
T au  B e ta  P i ;  S igm a X i;  C ap ta in  U n iversity  Rifle T eam ; 
R. 0 .  T. C. Officers’ C lub



F R E D  P O T G IE T E R  Steam boat Rock, Iowa
Septem ber 30, 1899 
S enior C ivil
F ather  H en ry  Po tg ie te r, Steam boat Rock, Iowa 
College A c t iv i t ie s :
Sigm a P i ;  E n g in ee rs ’ Show ; E n g in ee rs’ P a ra d e ; E n g in ee rs’ 
E xh ib it

V E R N  C A L V IN  P R IC E  C orydon, Iow a
F e b ru a ry  16, 1899 
Senior C ivil
F a th e r : C harles VV. Price , C orydon, Iowa 
College A c tiv it ie s :
U niversity  B a n d ; E n g in ee rs’ Show ; T reasu re r A. S. A. S .; 
Business M anager of The T ra n s i t ; P re sid en t o f The S tu d en t 
B ran ch  of The A m erican  Society of C ivil Engineers. 

ED M U N D  G. R IC H  - M aquoketa, Iow a
Sept. 25, 1896
F ather  I*). I). Rich, M aquoketa, Iowa 
College A c t iv i t ie s :
D elta C h i; A. F . I . ;  Aero C lu b ; “ I ”  in  Football and  T rack ; 
B a n d ; O rchestra ; A th le tic  M anager Sophom ore Class 

C L A R E N C E  0 .  SLO A N  Fairfie ld , Iowa
Septem ber 20, 1897 
Sophom ore E lectrical 
F a th e r : D r. N. A. S loan, Fairfie ld , Iow a 
College A c tiv itie s:
P res id en t Sophom ore C lass; P a rad e  Com m ittee; T reasu rer 
F reshm an  Class

Completed E ngineering  B uilding
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D ear S irs :
A group  of studen ts, know n locally  as T heta  Sigm a D elta, 

is pe titio n in g  T heta  T au  fo r  adm ission, and  it gives me very  
g rea t p leasure to  endorse th e  app lica tio n  o f these m en who 
constitu te  a ra th e r  exceptional g roup  of engineering  students. 
The average scholastic s tan d in g  of th e  g ro u p  is exceptionally  
high, some of them  hav ing  m ade the Society of Sigm a X i and  
several hav ing  m ade th e  h o norary  society of T au  Beta Pi.

They  a re  a ll together w o rth y  of th e  favorab le  consideration 
of an y  f ra te rn ity  seeking to  en large its. n um ber of chapters. 

V ery respectfu lly ,
W m . G . R a y m o n d , 

D ean of th e  College of A pp lied  Science.

D ear S irs :
The boys of T h e ta  Sigm a D elta, a local fra te rn ity , are  

p e titio n in g  T h e ta  T au  fo r  adm ission in to  i ts  o rder. I  am 
acquain ted  w ith  m ost o f the boys who are  on th e  petition , and 
can say th a t th ey  a re  a  good bunch of fellows, earnest a n d  in
dustrious, a n d  e n tire ly  capable o f upho ld ing  th e  pu rposes of 
y o u r organization.

I t  is w ith  p leasure  th a t I  recom m end them  to  y o u r con
sideration , a n d  tru s t  th a t th e ir  request m ay be g ran ted .

V ery  tru ly  yours,
B . J .  L a m b e r t ,  

H ead of th e  D ept, o f C. E.



D ear S irs :
A s P re sid en t o f th e  In te r -F ra te rn ity  C onference of th e  S tate  

U n iversity  of Iow a, I  take  great pleasure in  recom m ending the 
organization  known as T h e ta  S igm a D elta  as an excellent 
prospect fo r a f ra te rn ity  ch a r te r  from  a responsible national 
fraternity .- T his f ra te rn ity  has been in  existence fo r  a period 
o f tw o yea rs  and  has shown itself to  have great s tab ility  as 
well as an  excellent personel o f industrious and  serious students.

The U niversity  and  th e  n a tio n a l f ra te rn itie s  a t p resen t rep 
resen ted  here a re  very  m uch interested  in  th e  accum ulation of 
more of th e  responsible national f ra te rn itie s  on th e  campus. 
The In te r -F ra te rn ity  Conference endorses th is  a ttitu d e  itse lf 
and  would u rg e  any  fra te rn i ty  to  consider Theta  S igm a D elta 
as a prospect.

S incerely  yours,
E . J .  H a r r i n g t o n ,  

Pres. In te r -F ra te rn ity  Conference.

D ear S irs :
I  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t o u r local o rganization  known here as T heta  

S igm a D elta, a g ro u p  of s tuden ts  reg is te red  in  o u r  College of 
A pp lied  Science, have applied  fo r  a  N ational C ha rte r from  
T heta  Tau.

It is w ith  p leasu re  th a t I  recom m end th is  g ro u p  of young 
m en fo r a favorab le  consideration  in  th e  g ra n tin g  of such a 
c harte r. I  know most o f these m en personally  and  have the 
highest reg a rd  fo r  th e ir  ch aracter, re liab ility  an d  en thusiasm  
as s tu d en ts  a n d  th e ir  s tan d in g  w ith  u s  as a group.

The average scholarship of th is  g roup  is 83% , w hile the  
average fo r th e  m en o f th is  in stitu tio n  fo r  last y ea r was 75%. 
I  have every  reason  to  believe th a t th is  g roup  w ill be a cred it 
to  y ou r N ational o rganization  and  I  am  glad to  recommend 
them  to  you fo r a charte r.

V ery  t ru ly  yours,
R o u t . R ie n o w ,

D ean of Men.
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