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ALPHA THETA
BUTTE, M ONTANA

Nov. 18, 1931

Executive Council, T heta Tau Fraternity,

G entlem en:

W e, the undersigned, active members of Alpha Theta, do 
hereby formally petition the executive council of Theta Tau 
F ratern ity  for a charter.

Harold T. Johns 
E. S. Perry 
John E. Blixt 
Ralph Bernard U tt 
A rthur 0 .  W ilson 
Charles R. True w orthy 
Merrill F. Sprunger 
John F. Sullivan 
Jack Rabbitt 
Ralph Seideman 
W alter Hamilton 
John M unzenrider 
Dave Jones 
John M atter 
Rayworth F. Howe

John McAuliffe 
John Mullaney 
Richard M atthew 
A nthony Craig 
W illiam P. Given 
John Conrow 
W illiam C. Finch 
G. Allen Davison 
A rthur J. Bovee, Jr. 
Richard Casey 
Edward Owen Bonner, Jr. 
Kenneth O. Sweeney 
Alfred J. Bloom 
John Frederick Steadman 
Edward T rueworthy
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cPersonnel o f  Alpha Theta Fraternity
as m ^

H O N O R A R Y  M E M B E R  
D R. E. S. P E R R Y  

Pro fesso r of Geology 
S tate Geologist, M ontana Bureau of Mines and Geology 

. IS Si SS 

A C T IV E  M E M B E R S
H A R O L D  T. JO H N S , President 

Class ’31
B. S. M etallurgy '31 
G raduate S tudent in M etal

lurgy
A sst. S tudent Mgr. 2 
S tudent Mgr. 3 
President D ancing Club 2 
M. Club, C hairm an 3 
Senior T rip  Comm ittee 4 
Debate, 4 years 
Representative to  B utte C ham 

ber of Commerce, 3 and 4 
G overnm ent Committee

J O H N  F R E D E R IC K  S T E A D 
MAN 

Class '32 
M ining
A cting Student Mgr. 3 
P resident of Glee Club 4 
D ram atics 2, 3 
A dvertising Mgr. M agm a 3 
B oxing  T eam  2 
S tudent Associate A. I. M. E. 
M. Club

E D W A R D  T R U E W O R T H Y  
Class ’32 
Geology 
F ootball I 
B asket Ball I, 2 
B oxing  I, 2, 3 
Class V ice-P resident I 
Class P residen t 2, 3, 4 
M. Club
S tudent A ssociate A. I. M. E.

K E N N E T H  O. S W E E N E Y  
Class ’32 
M etallurgy
Student A ssociate A. I. M. E. 
Jun io r P rom  Comm ittee 3

JO H N  E. B L IX T  
Class ’31
Research P'ellow in Geology 
V ice-President A. S. S. M. 4 
Secretary A S. S. M. 3 
E d ito r A cropolitan (S tudent 

Paper) 3 
Business Mgr. A nnual 2 
S tudent Associate A. I. M. E.

A L F R E D  B LO O M  
Class ’34 
Geology 
Football I 
Boxing I 
H onor Roll I

E D W A R D  0 .  B O N N E R , JR. 
Class ’34 
Geology 
Football I, 2 
Glee Club 2 
M. Club

A R T H U R  J. B O V E E , JR .
Class ’34 
M ining 
H o n o r Roll I 
Glee Club 2 
C lass Secretary 2
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Personnel o f  Alpha Theta Fraternity-Continued

J. R IC H A R D  CASEY 
Class ’32 
M innig
A sst. E ditor M agm a 4 
V ice-President, D ancing 

Club 4
S tudent Associate. A. I. M. E.

J O H N  C O N R O W  
Class '33 
Geology 
H o n o r Roll 2
S tudent Asst., State Bureau of 

M ines and Geology 2, 3

A N T H O N Y  CRA IG  
Class ’34 
Geology

G. A L L E N  D A V IS O N  
Class ’32
Junior P rom  Comm ittee 3
S tudent M gr. 4
S tudent A ssociate A. I. M. E.

W IL L IA M  C. F IN C H  
Class ’34 
Geology
Class P resident 2 
Glee Club Secretary 2 
M em ber o f D ancing Club

W IL L IA M  P. G IV E N  
Class ’34 
M etallurgy
Glee Club T reasu re r 2 
In terco lleg iate K nights I

R A Y W O R T H  F. H O W E  
Class '34 
M etallurgy 
Glee Club 2 
H onor Roll I 
D ancing Com m ittee 2

D A V E  JO N E S  
Class ’34 
Geology
A thletic T ra in er 2

JO H N  M A T T E R  
Class '33 
Geology 
Cheer L eader I 
Football 3
President of D ancing Club 3 
Vice-President D ancing Club 2

R IC H A R D  M A T T H E W  
Class ’32 
Geology
Class Secy, and Treas. 2, 3 
F ootball 4
S tudent Associate A. I. M. E.

W A L T E R  H A M IL T O N  
Class ’34 
M etallurgy 
Yell K ing 2

JO H N  M cA U L IF F E  
Class ’32 
M etallurgy 
Basket Ball I 
M. Club

JO H N  M U L L A N E Y  
Class ’33 
M etallurgy 
Football I, 2

J O H N  M U N Z E N R ID E R  
Class '32 
M etallurgy
A dvertising M gr. A cropoli- 

tan  I
Asst, in Surveying 3, 4 
H o n o r Roll 3 
Business M gr. M agm a 3 
Jun io r M em ber A. I. M. E.

JA C K  R A B B IT T  
Class '34 
Geology 
Glee Club 2
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Personnel o f  Alpha Theta Fraternity-Comimed

R A L P H  J. S E ID E M A N  
Class ’34 
Geology 
B asket Ball I 
Secy. A. S. S. M. 2 
Secy. Executive C om m ittee 2 
T ra ck  I 
M. Club

M E R R IL L  F. SPR U N G E R  
Class ’34 
M etallurgy
C ontributing  Cartoonist 

M agm a 2

J O H N  F. S U L L IV A N  
Class ’33 
Geology 
B asket Ball I, 2 
M. Club

C H A R L E S  R. T R U E 
W O R T H Y  

Class ’33 
Geology
Class P resident I, 3 
Basket Ball I, 2 
Basket Ball Capt. 2 
Secy. A. S. S. M. Executive 

Comm ittee 2 
V ice-President A. S. S. M. 3 
M. Club

A R T H U R  O. W IL S O N  

B. S. M ining E ngineering ’31 
G raduate S tudent in Geology 
P resident A. S. S. M. 4 
S tudent M gr. 3 
Executive Com m ittee 2 
S tudent G overnm ent Com

m ittee I, 2, 3, 4 
M. Club 2. 3, 4

R A L P H  B E R N A R D  U T T  
Class ’34 
M etallurgy 
F ootball I, 2 
B asket Ball I
C hairm an Smoker Com m ittee I 
D ram atics 2 
M. Club
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The History o f  Alpha Theta Fraternity

'H E  O R G A N IZ A T IO N  now known as A lpha T heta F ra 
tern ity  had its inception in 1919 as the A nderson  Carlisle 

Technical Society, it being so named in honor of two 
form er students w ho lost their lives in the W orld  W ar. 
A t that time it was a technical society which filled a much 
needed place a t the M ontana School of Mines. W ith the 
advent of a fratern ity  on the cam pus in 1926 its influence 
declined som ew hat, and in 1927 A. C. T . S., was reorganized 
as a professional fraternity . A lthough little of its organiza
tion was known on the campus for political reasons, still 
the m em bership included the leading students. T he calibre 
of the men and their influence on school activities can be 
understood when it is known that the m ajority  of officers in 
the S tudent Association and m em bers of the Executive 
Com m ittee were and are m em bers of the fraternity .

A. C. T . S. changed its nam e to A lpha T heta  fratern ity  
in 1930, and is now as alw ays the strongest organization 
of students scholastically and politically a t the M ontana 
School of Mines.

cPurpose o f  Alpha Theta

/ T  IS  T H E  P U R P O S E  of A lpha T heta F ra tern ity  to  p ro
mote a spirit of com radeship and bro therly  love am ong 

its m em bers and to bring  together those s tudents who have 
a com m on professional interest in order tha t they may 
work as a unit to the benefit o f them selves and the school.

Policy o f  Alpha Theta

/ T  IS  T H E  P O L IC Y  of A lpha T heta  to consider as appli
cants for m em bership in the fratern ity  only those s tu 

dents who have, during  their first year a t this institution, 
proven them selves to  be m entally  and socially the leaders 
of their class.

Qualifications Required o f  an Applicant f o r  Membership

I. H e m ust be of high standing  in the school.
II . H e m ust be of w hite birth.

I I I .  H e m ust not belong to  any o ther professional 
fraternity .

IV . H e m ust possess those personal qualities which 
m ake him  a m an w hom  his fellowm en respect and 
approve.

A t the end of the first six-weeks period of each academic 
year, those students of the sophom ore class w ho m easure 
up to the standards of A lpha T heta  F ra tern ity  are pledged. 
If  they  continue to  live up to  those standards during  their 
period as pledges, they  are initiated into the fra tern ity  as 
active m em bers of A lpha Theta.
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Object o f  the cPetition

y^L P H A  T H E T A  Fraternity  has set, definite pur- 
^ / jL poses which it seeks to accomplish. To justify 

its existence then, it m ust attain these purposes in 
the greatest degree possible.

The members of Alpha T heta realize tha t it will 
be strengthened and will function better as an 
organization by joining itself with a strong national 
fraternity  whose purposes and policies are essen
tially the same as its own.

In keeping with the steady grow th of the W est, 
W estern schools have advanced both in their a t
tendance and in the quality of their work. That 
M ontana Mines has fully kept the pace is evident 
when one investigates the place her graduates have 
taken in the engineering field.

W hile Alpha Theta is too young an organization 
to  boast of the great successes of her Alumni, com
prising as she does a select group from the school, 
it is reasonable to assume that men from Alpha 
Theta will make a fair contribution toward the 
successes of the future.

The few years that fraternities have existed on 
the campus, they have proven their w orth and 
made for themselves a perm anent place. I t is in 
keeping with the steady progress of the past that 
we endeavor to have established on our campus 
the most desirable of the national engineering fra
ternities. Therefore, we petition T heta Tau.
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The  U n iver sity  of Montana

MONTANA SCHOOL OF MINES 
AND

STATE BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY 
BUTTE. MONTANA

N ovem ber 12, 1931.
T o  T heta  T au  F ra tern ity :
U rbana, Illinois.
G entlem en:

I was glad to  know that our local fraternity , A lpha T heta , is peti
tioning for a charter in T heta  Tau. I have been in ra th e r close touch 
with this group ever since com ing to the School of M ines three years 
ago, and have had an  excellent opportunity  fo r observ ing  the attitude, 
ideals, scholarship, and behavior of its members.

As a fratern ity  m an myself, and as one tho rough ly  fam iliar with 
college fratern ities in general, I can conservatively say th a t Alpha 
T h eta  is far above the average of w estern college fraternities in all 
o f these particulars.

I need scarcely add th a t the adm inistration of this institution would 
welcome a chapter of T heta T au on the School of Mines campus.

Faithfully  yours,
F R A N C IS  A. T H O M S O N ,

T h e Un iv er sit y  o f  Mo ntana 

MONTANA SCHOOL OF MINES 

STATE BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY 

BUTTE. MONTANA

Novem ber 12, 1931.

T o  the Executive Council 
T heta  T au  F ratern ity .
G entlem en:

M em bers of the A lpha T heta local fratern ity  at the M ontana School 
o f Mines have inform ed me th at they  are petitioning T heta  T au  for 
a  charter.

I  am well acquainted w ith each m em ber of the local organization, 
and I am sure each one is num bered am ong the outstanding  m em bers 
of our s tudent body, in character, in tegrity , and leadership, as well 
as scholastic ability.

T he M ontana School of M ines is proud to  have a local organization 
such as the A lpha Theta, and I am  therefore glad to  recom m end it 
to  you, as one w orthy  of your g rea tes t consideration, and one of which 
you will be ju stly  proud if their petition is granted.

Y ours very  truly,
A. E. A DA M I,

Vice P res. & Prof. 
M ining Engineering.
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The Un iver sity  of Montana

MONTANA SCHOOL OF MINES 

STATE BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY 

BUTTE. MONTANA

N ovem ber 8, 1931.

T he Executive Com m ittee of T heta  Tau.
T o  the M em bers of the Com m ittee:

My a tten tion  has been draw n to an application which A lpha T heta 
F ra tern ity  is m aking fo r adm ission to  your national organization.

I know m ost of the m em bers of the local group, and am  pleased to 
say th a t they are a particularly  w orthy  association of serious and 
progressive young men. I take therefore especial pleasure in recom 
m ending your m ost earnest consideration of their application.

Very tru ly  yours,
A. M. G A U D IN ,

Research P rofessor of 
O re D ressing.

T h e  Univ er sit y  o f  Montana 

MONTANA SCHOOL OF MINES 

STATE BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY 

BUTTE. MONTANA

N ovem ber 12, 1931.

To Executive Com m ittee of T h e ta  Tau,
U rbana, Illinois.
D ear Sirs:

It has been m y pleasure to be associated with tha t g roup  of students 
who have banded them selves together and organized a local fratern ity  
know n as Alpha Theta. N aturally  m y acquaintance with some of the 
m em bers is m ore tho rough  than  with others, but I can whole heartedly 
say th a t each one of th is group appeals to me as a clean, wholesom e 
youth in ten t on m aking  the best of his opportunities at M ontana School 
of Mines. I have enjoyed an association with several of these boys 
in the classroom , and in no case have I had occasion to  criticize their 
behavior as students and as gentlem en.

T he M ontana School of Mines is a fertile field for a national technical 
fra tern ity  because of the im portan t positions being occupied by the 
graduates, and I conscientiously believe tha t this group is representa
tive of the best student m aterial in th is school.

V ery truly,
E U G E N E  S. P E R R Y ,

Head, D ept, of Geology.
E SP-h
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T he  Un iv er sit y  o f Mo ntana 

MONTANA SCHOOL OF MINES
AND

STATE BUREAU OF MINES AND GEOLOGY 
BUTTE. MONTANA

Executive Council, N ovem ber 9, 1931.
Ih e ta  T au  F ratern ity .
Gentlemen:

W ith  the ever increasing enro llm ent a t the M ontana School of Mines 
and the grow ing prestige of the institution in educational, scientific, and 
industrial circles, a definite need has arisen on the cam pus for another 
fraternity .

T his need has been recognized for som e time by a group of p ro
gressive students, and these gentlem en have organized a local frater
nity  with good by-law s and comm endable objectives. I understand 
th a t this local organization  is applying to  your council for a charter.

Inasm uch as the m em bership in the local fratern ity  com prises many 
ot our best students, all imbued with the w orthy  purpose of m aking 
their fra tern ity  life contribute definitely to  their own development to 
the good of the M ontana School of Mines, and to  the credit of the 
national organization, I unhesitatingly recom m end the local group to 
your council as being capable of m aintaining the high standards incul
cated by T h eta  Tau. Faithfully  yours,

C U R T IS  L. W IL S O N ,
P rofessor of M etallurgy.

ANACONDA COPPER MINING COMPANY
OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT

TL , „  „  Butte, M ontana.
Ih e ta  T au  F ratern ity . N ovem ber 10, 1931.
Gentlemen:

My atten tion  has been d irected to the petition from  a local fratern ity  
at the M ontana School of Mines, know n as A lpha T heta , for a charter 
from your national organization.

In  connection with such petition, you m ay be interested to  know 
execut^ s °,f th„e Aiiaconda Copper M ining C om pany consider 

the M ontana School of M ines one of the finest m ining schools in 
America. M any of their graduates occupy positions of high respon
sibility on o u r m etallurgical and m ining staffs, and m any m ore of the 
younger graduates are employed upon such staffs with credit to them 
selves and the satisfaction of th is company.

T he Research D epartm ent of the M ontana School of Mines in 
co-operation and collaboration with the R esearch D epartm ents of this 
com pany a t B utte and Anaconda, has been o f g rea t value

W e have the highest regard  for the faculty  a t the School and 
consider it o f such calibre that, in conjunction w ith the location of the 
School a t Butte, where the com plex geological s tru c tu re  and the prob
lems of deep-hoist m ining afford an opportun ity  fo r practical experi
ence and first-hand study, we believe th a t there ' is afforded an oppor
tu n ity  for education to  students of m ining and m etallurgy  tha t is 
second to none in the U nited States.

T he standards and m orale of the School are of the highest and the 
student body is of a fine type.

W e tru s t tha t the petition of A lpha T heta will receive favorable 
consideration from  your organization.

Y ours very  truly.
J. R. H O B B IN S ,

Vice President,
J r H  :S. A naconda Copper M ining Company.
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History o f  Montana School o f  Mines

/ j  C O M M IS SIO N  was appointed in 1895 to  supervise the 
establishm ent of M ontana School of Mines at Butte. The 

college opened Septem ber 11, 1900, and the first class was 
graduated  in June, 1903.

In  1907 an appropriation  was made fo r a new heating 
plant and a mill building. A chem istry and m etallurgy 
building, an engineering hall, and a new gym nasium  were 
m ade possible by the bond issue of 1920.

N athan P. Leonard, the first president, was succeeded 
in 1906 by Charles H . Bowman. President Bowman was 
succeeded in 1919 by P rofessor Charles H . Clapp. P resi
dent Clapp was transferred  to M ontana S tate University 
in 1921, and P rofessor George W . Craven became president 
of the School of Mines. D r. F rancis A. Thom son came to 
the School of Mines as its head in 1928.

Since the organization of the M ontana School of Mines, 
the teaching staff has been enlarged and new departm ents 
have been created. T he staff is well known for its high 
rating, and the curriculum  of the school stands equal with 
with that of any  m ining college of America.

Equipm ent has been increased which greatly  facilitates 
the train ing  of the students. Experience has shown that

Pz

I
Z

T he  above g raph  s h o w s  th e  histor y  o f  enr ollm en t at Mo ntana S c hool  
o f  Min es  s in c e  t h e  f ir st  c la ss  was en r o lle d  in  1901. E s pe c ia l  atte n tio n  is  
c alled  to t h e  elim in a tio n  o f  s pe c ia l  an d  u n c l a s s if ie d  s tu d en t s  and  to  the
GROWTH IN GRADUATE ENROLLMENT. AS WELL AS TO THE GROWTH IN TOTAL ENROLL
MENT, IN RECENT YEARS.
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History o f  Montana School o f  Mines-Comimed

certain  branches o f study  are m ore essential than  others. 
Changes in industry  have b rough t new  fields of engineer
ing and made it necessary to  include new studies in the 
engineering curriculum . A t M ontana School of Mines, able 
educators have steadily m ade the education of the young 
engineer m ore complete.

Looking back, one m arvels th a t they w ere able to do 
as well as they  did. T h e  g raduates of each succeeding year 
m ust have been better qualified than were the class going 
out the year before.

M ining will alw ays be a leading industry  in Montana, 
the T reasu re  State. As long  as this is true, M ontana will 
continue to  train  engineers in this field.

Even as science advances, it opens new fields and makes 
the ra te  of advance m ore rapid. So as M ontana School of 
Mines adds to  its staff of instructors, its equipm ent and 
its able alumni, it is steadily better qualified as an in stitu 
tion of engineering education.
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Soundness o f  the Institution

5H E  E N A B L IN G  A C T of Congress, which adm itted M on
tana as a state  to  the Union in 1889, provided one hundred 

thousand acres of land for a School of Mines. U nder the 
term s of this ac t the land gran ted  could not be sold for 
less than ten dollars an acre, which gave the M ontana 
School of M ines a potential endow m ent of one million 
dollars. F rom  the sale of land the Institu tion  now has an 
actual invested endow m ent of $605,000.00, which constitutes 
a perm anent and irreducible endow ment, and from  which 
the income only m ay be used. Incom e from  this invest
m ent plus rentals from  land leased provides the M ontana 
School of Mines with an annual revenue of forty  to forty- 
five thousand dollars, this am ount being independent of 
any legislative appropriations. Legislative appropriations 
at the present time bring the to tal income of the school to 
above $120,000.00 annually. W hen it is known that the 
School only g ran ts three degrees, nam ely in Mining, 
Geology, and M etallurgy, this annual expenditure becomes 
a large figure.

T he S tate of M ontana has nearly one m illion dollars 
invested at the present time in its School of Mines. This 
includes five m ajor buildings and all necessary equipment. 
Plans are now being  form ulated for the erection of another 
m ajor building on the campus.

T he support which the institution receives locally can 
be better understood when it is known that at the present 
time $50,000.00 to $75,000.00 of an unem ploym ent relief fund 
subscribed in Butte is being expended for labor to  further 
im prove and beautify the campus.
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