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A B rie f H is to ry  o f  M iss iss ipp i S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity

In 1878 a land  g ra n t school was e s ta b lish e d , one and o n e - 
h a lf  m ile s  east o f  S ta rk v il le  as "The A g r ic u ltu re  and  M e c h a n ic a l 
C o lle g e  o f  the State o f  M is s is s ip p i. " T o d a y th a t in s t itu t io n  w h ic h  
began w ith  a p p ro x im a te ly  3 00  students is know n  as M iss iss ipp i 
S tate U n iv e rs ity  w ith  6000 students .

The f ir s t  P res iden tw as S tephen D . L e e , a no ted  C o n fe d e r
a te  G e n e ra l from  C h a rle s to n , South C a ro lin a , w ho was c o m p li
m ented by G e n . Robert E. L e e , fo r  h is  serv ices  and  g a l la n t r y .  
G e n e ra l Stephen Lee was once  a s ta te  sena to r and  a m em ber o f 
the last c o n s titu t io n a l c o n v e n tio n  w h ic h  fram ed the  C o n s titu t io n ) 
o f M iss iss ip p i. H e c o n tr ib u te d g re a t ly to  the  bu i Id in g  o f the c o l
le g e , and  in  c a rry in g  its  serv ices to  the p e o p le  o f  the  s ta te .

U n d e r John C .  H a rd y , w ho becam e p re s id e n t in  1900, the 
c u rricu lu m s  in  a g r ic u ltu re  and  e n g in e e r in g  becam e the  fo u n d a tio n s  
fo r  the S chool o f  E n g in e e rin g , o rg a n ize d  in  1902, and the  School 
o f  A g r ic u ltu re ,  o rg a n ize d  in  1903. In  1900, a T e x tiIe S c h o o I had 
been o rg a n iz e d , bu t th is  school lagged  in  e n ro llm e n t and  was 
f in a l ly  a b o lish e d  in  1914.

T ra in in g  in  e d u c a tio n  began w ith  a de p a rtm e n t o f  in d u s t
r ia l e d u c a tio n , set up in  1903. From th is  s ta r t came th e  School 
o f In d u s tr ia l Pedagogy, w h ich  was o rg a n iz e d  in  1909. A f te r  a 
num ber o f v ic is s itu d e s , th is  school was e v e n tu a lly  to  becom e 
know n as the School o f  E duca tion  in  Ja nua ry  o f  1935. In  1911, the 
S chool o f  G e n e ra l S c ience  w a s o rg a n iz e d . The S choo Io fB us iness  
and  In d u s try , fo rm a lly  o rg a n ize d  in  1915, g re w  o u t o f  a business 
c u rr ic u lu m  th a t was a lre a d y  in  e x is te n c e .

In  M a rc h , 1914, the S m ith - Le ve r A c t  made a v a ila b le  fe d 
e ra l funds fo r  " in s tru c t io n  in  p ra c t ic a l a g r ic u ltu re  and home e c o 
nom ics to  persons no t a tte n d a n t o r re s id e n t. " A sa  re s u lt, a l l  fe d 
e ra l a nd  sta te  ex te n s io n  w o rk  in a g r ic u ltu re  fo r  M iss iss ipp i becam e 
c e n tra liz e d  on the cam pus. In  F e b ru a ry , 1917, th e S m ith- Hughes 
A c t  p ro v id e d  fe d e ra l funds fo r  the  t ra in in g  o f  teachers in  v o c a 
t io n a l e d u c a tio n , thus g iv in g  a boost to  e d u c a tio n a l in s tru c tio n  
a t the in s t i tu t io n .

D u rin g  W o rld  W a r I the school was th e  c e n te r o f  m il i ta r y  
a c t iv i t y .  M a n y  o f  the students w e n t on a c t iv e  d u ty ,  and  the



campus f a c i l i t ie s  w e re  used by the  U . S .  g o ve rnm en t fo r  sp e c ia l 
te c h n ic a l t r a in in g .  In the p o s t-w a r e ra , an a m b itio u s  b u ild in g  
program  was un d e rta ke n  w ith  sp e c ia l le g is la t iv e  a p p ro p r ia tio n s . 
A ls o  in  the  tw e n tie s  the  in s t i tu t io n  was g ran ted  m em bership in  
the  S outhern  A s s o c ia tio n  o f  C o lle g e s  and Secondary S choo ls .

O n  February 3 ,  1932 the le g is la tu re  app roved  a p e t i t io n  
from  the  s tuden t body to  change the name o f the  in s t i tu t io n  to  
M iss iss ipp i S ta te  C o llege  . U n d e r its n e w n a m e , th e sch o o l fu r th e r  
expanded its  fu n c tio n s . In  1936 the  g radua te  p rogram  was p la ce d  
unde r a n e w ly  o rg a n ize d  g radua te  s c h o o l.

The decade from  1940 to  1950 b rough t expans ion  in  a l l  
phases o f  campus a c t iv i t y .  In  the  f ir s t  h a lf  o f the  p e r io d , most 
o f th e  students e n te re d  the  arm ed fo rce s  and the in s t i tu t io n  was 
a g a in  used fo r  s p e c ia liz e d  tra in in g .

The re tu rn in g  w a r  ve te ra n s , encou raged  by the G .  I .  B ill 
o f  R ights, soon pushed campus e n ro llm e n t past the  3 ,5 0 0  m a rk . 
N e w  b u ild in g s  d e d ic a te d  in  1950 in c lu d e d  the  L ib ra ry ,  G ym n a 
s ium , Patterson E n g in e e r in g L a b o ra to r ie s , A g r ic u ltu ra l E ng inee r
in g  B u ild in g , G a rn e r D o rm ito ry , V e te r in a ry  S c ience  B u ild in g , 
and  D a iry  b u ild in g s .  The 8 ,0 0 0 - acre  N o rth e a s t M iss iss ipp i Ex
pe rim e n ta l Forest was a c q u ire d  d u r in g  1953. The S chool o f For
es try  was e s tab lished  in  1954 w ith  a fo u r -y e a r  c u rr ic u lu m  in  fo res t 
p ro d u c tio n .

In  1956 the  S chool o f  S c ie n ce  was broadened to  in c lu d e  
both N a tu ra l S c iences and L ib e ra l A rts  d iv is io n s . The name o f 
the  schoo l was changed to  A rts  and  S c ie n ce s , and  the  Bache lo r 
o f  A rts  D egree was a u th o r iz e d  fo r  those who co m p le te  th e  various 
L ib e ra l A rts  c u r r ic u lu m s . The C h e m ica l E ng in e e rin g  B u ild in g  was 
co m p le te d  in  1956. S m ith  a n d C r itz  d o rm ito r ie s , a ccom m oda ting  
a lm ost 5 00  s tuden ts , w e re  opened in  1957. S ix  new  d o rm ito r ie s , 
opened in  e a r ly  1959, p ro v id in g  housing fo r  an a d d it io n a l 1 ,400  
s tuden ts . H ilb u rn  H a ll ,  a new  class room b u ild in g ,  was opened 
in  the  summer o f  I9 6 0 . W a lk e r  E ng in e e rin g  B u ild in g w a s  opened 
in  the  sp ring  o f  1963.

In  re c o g n it io n  o f  the  c o n tin u in g  expans ion  o f the  in s t i tu 
t io n ,  the  L e g is la tu re  in  1958 renam ed i t  M iss iss ipp i S ta te  U n iv e r
s i t y .  U n d e r i t s n e w n a m e it lo o k s to e v e n b ro a d e rh o r iz o n s o f  re 
search and t ra in in g  as i t  en ters its  n in th  d e ca d e .



A  B rie f H is to ry  o f  the E n g in e e rin g  School 

M iss iss ipp i S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  was f ir s t  o rg a n ize d  as "The 
A g r ic u ltu re a n d  M e c h a n ic a IC o IIe g e o f the  S tate o f  M iss is s ip p i, " 
as a land  g ra n t in s t i tu t io n  unde r the  p ro v is io n s  o f  the M o r r i l l  A c t 
on February 28 , 1878. E ng in e e rin g  was f ir s t  o ffe re d  as a sepa
rate c u rr ic u lu m  in  1892. The S chool o f  E ng in e e rin g  was o rg a n ize d  
in  1902. T h e  f ir s t  e n g in e e r in g  c u rr ic u lu m  o ffe re d  degrees in  
M e c h a n ic a l,  E le c tr ic a l,  C i v i l ,  and  G e o lo g y  and M in in g  e n g i
n e e r in g . In 1903, the  D epartm en t o f  Rural E ng inee ring  was e s ta 
b lish e d  o n ly  to  be in c o rp o ra te d  in to  the  S c h o o Io fA g r ic u I tu re  the 
fo l lo w in g  y e a r . 1933 saw the o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  the  A e ro n a u tic a l 
E ng in e e rin g  D epartm en t w h ic h  rem ained r e la t iv e ly  sm all u n til 
W o rld  W a r I I .  D u rin g  th is  p e r io d  the  A e ro n a u tic a l E ng inee ring  
D epartm en t was com m issioned the  task o f  t r a in in g  many A i r  Force 
p e rso n n e l. In  1961, the  A e ro n a u tic a l E n g in e e rin g D e p a rtm e n t was 
changed to  the  Aerospace E ng in e e rin g  D e p a rtm e n t. The D e p a rt
m ent o f C e ra m ic  E ng in e e rin g  cam e in to  b e in g  i n  1937. This 
school has g row n c o n s id e ra b ly  w ith  the  a d v e n t o f  the  space a g e , 
and  the  increased  need fo r  h igh  te m p e ra tu re  res is tan t n on - m e t- 
a l l i c  m a te r ia ls . The D epartm en t o f  P e tro leum  E n g in e e r in g w a s  
o rg a n iz e d . This f ie ld  o f  s tudy was a d ire c t  consequence o f the 
d isco ve ry  and  d e ve lo p m e n t o f  the  vast p e rtro le u m  resources o f the 
sta te  o f  M iss iss ipp i . In  1948 the  D e p a r tm e n to fA g r ic u I tu re  E ng i
n e e rin g  was re c re a te d . In  1954 the  D e partm en t o f  C h e m ic a l Engi
n e e r in g , w h ic h  was p re v io u s ly  a b ranch  o f  the  C hem is try  D e 
p a rtm e n t, was o rg a n ize d  s e p a ra te ly . The c u rr ic u lu m  o f th is  d e 
p a rtm e n t is des igned to  g iv e  the  s tu d e n t a tho rough  g ro u n d in g  in  
the  bas ic  sc ie n ce s . In  1954 the In d u s tr ia l E n g in e e rin g  D epartm ent 
was o rg a n iz e d . T h is d e p a r tm e n tis c o n c e rn e d w ith  the  des ign  im 

p rovem en t and in s ta l la t io n  in te g ra te d  systems o f  m a te ria ls  and 
e q u ip m e n t. In  1956 the  N u c le a r  E n g in e e rin g  D epartm en t was 
o rg a n ize d  to o f fe ra n  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  s tudy in  the  f ie ld  o f  n u c le a r 
sc ie n ce  and e n g in e e r in g . In  1963 M e ta l lu rg ic a l E ng in e e rin g  was 
in it ia te d  because o f the  g re a t dem and o f  e x tra c t io n  o f m e ta ls  from  
th e ir  ores and  the shap ing  o f  these m eta ls  fo r  the  use o f  m an.

S ince  la b o ra to ry  in s tru c tio n  is  re co g n ize d  as a im p o rta n t 
e le m e n t o f  e n g in e e r in g  e d u c a tio n  th ro u g h o u t a l l  courses o f s tu d y , 
m uch tim e  is in c lu d e d  in  w o rk  in  the  la b o ra to ry  f ie ld  so th a t p ra c 
t ic a l a p p lic a t io n  may go hand in  hand w ith  th e o ry .  To fa c i l i ta te  
la b o ra to ry  w o rk  the  Patterson E n g in e e rin g  La b o ra to ry  and  the 
A g r ic u ltu re  B u ild in g  w ere  d e d ic a te d  in  1950. The C h e m ica l En
g in e e r in g  B u ild in g  was co m p le te d  in  1956 to  house the  e xp a n d in g



D epartm en t o f  C h e m ica l E n g in e e rin g . Because o f the g ro w in g  
dem and fo r  la b o ra to ry  space , the Hand C h e m ica l Labo ra to ries  
was re c e n tly  c o m p le te d . U p u n t il I9 5 0 th e  E ng inee ring  B u ild in g  
(1902) and  the  C hem is try  B u ild in g  (1927) had the o n ly  fa c i l i t ie s  
a v a i la b le  fo r  la b o ra to ry  use.

Because o f  the  w id e  v a r ia t io n  o f  e n g in e e r in g  degrees w h ich  
may be o b ta in e d  a t  M iss iss ipp i S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ,  in  the  Fa ll o f 
1963 the  S chool o f  E ng in e e rin g  was renam ed the  C o lle g e  o f En
g in e e r in g .  I t  is a c c re d ite d  in  Aerospace E n g in e e rin g , A g r ic u l
tu ra l E n g in e e rin g , C iv i l  E n g in e e rin g , E le c tr ic a l E n g in e e r in g , 
and M e c h a n ic a l E n g in e e rin g .

M u S igm a Epsilon

Theta Tau se le c te d  M iss iss ipp i S ta te U n iv e rs ity  as a possi
b le  s ite  f o r a  c h a p te ro f  the  n a tio n a l e n g in e e r in g  fra te rn i ty  . The 
Theta Tau C h a p te r a t  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la b a m a  presented  the 
idea  to  tw e n ty - f iv e  students o f  the  e n g in e e r in g  school a t  S ta te  
in  the  o rg a n iz a tio n a l m e e tin g  on A p r i l  2 4 , 1963. A t  th is  m ee t
in g ,  Professor Rey, G ra n d  R e g e n to fT h e ta T a u a n d  sponsor o f  the 
ch a p te r a t  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la b a m a , in tro d u c e d  severa l o f  the 
students o f the  A labam a C h a p te r. The M iss iss ipp i S tate students 
d e c id e d  to  o rg a n iz e  a lo c a l e n g in e e r in g  f ra te rn ity  w ith  the p u r
pose o f  the  p e t i t io n in g  Theta Tau fo r  a c h a p te r. O ff ic e rs  o f  the 
lo c a l e n g in e e r in g  f r a te rn ity  w ere e le c te d  and the d a te  fo r  the 
n e x t m e e tin g  was d e c id e d  u p o n .

A t  the  second m e e tin g , M u S igm a E psilon , d e r iv e d  from  
M iss iss ipp i S ta te  E ng ineers, was chosen as the  name fo r  the  lo c a l 
f r a te r n i ty .  A  set o f  b y - la w s  w ere  d raw n u p , p resen ted , a nd  a -  
dop ted  by the  f r a te r n ity .  As soon as th e  lo c a l f r a te rn ity  was 
c o m p le te ly  o rg a n iz e d , the  sem ester was o v e r .

D u rin g  the  summer, the  men a t  summer school began to  
fo rm  p lans fo r  the  f a l l . C on fe rences  w ith  e n g in e e r in g  d e p a rt
m ent heads, re c o g n it io n  b y  the  U n iv e rs ity ,  and  a c q u ir in g  a spon
sor, w e re  o b je c tiv e s  th a t w ere  set up fo r  the fa l l  sem ester. The 
f ir s t  m e e tin g  o f  the  school y e a rb ro u g h t th e  n o m in a tio n  o f  a spon
sor from  the g ro u p . W ith in  tw o  w eeks w e had a cq u ire d  Profess



o r  Irby  o f  the E le c tr ic a l E ng in e e rin g  D e partm en t as o u r sponsor. 
S h o rt ly  a fte rw a rd s , M u  S igm a E p s ilo n w a s re c o g n iz e d b y  the  U n 
iv e rs ity  as a lo c a l p ro fess iona l e n g in e e r in g  f r a te rn ity .

The goa l o f  M u  Sigma Epsilon was to  becom e as a c t iv e  as 
poss ib le  in  the  e n g in e e r in g  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity .  E ng i
nee rin g  D ay was c lose a t  hand , and the  lo c a l f ra te rn ity  p la ce d  
its  serv ices a t  th e  disposal o f  the  S chool o f  E n g in e e rin g . I t  was 
d e c id e d  to  o rg a n iz e  a p rogram  to  be presented  to  severa l h igh  
schools across the  s ta te . The program  was designed to  g iv e  the 
h ig h  school s tuden t a lo o k  a t e n g in e e r in g  from  those w ho  had 
chosen the  p ro fess ion  as a course o f  s tu d y .

A  p la c e  w here  the  f ra te rn ity  co u ld  m ee* and s tudy was 
g re a tly  ne e d e d . The O f f ic e  o f  S tu d e n t A ffa irs  gave  M u  .Sigma 
Epsilon perm iss ion  to  ren t o r  b u ild  a f r a te rn ity  house on o r o f f  
cam pus. M u  S igm a E p s ilo n is  now  m a k in g  th e  necessary p re p a ra 
tions  to  fo rm  a c o rp o ra tio n  in  o rd e r to  o b ta in  the  f in a n c ia l b a c k 
in g  to  b u ild  a f r a te rn ity  house . A  goa l o f  tw o  years has been 
set by o u r members as a poss ib le  c o m p le tio n  d a te .  U n t i l  such 
fa c i l i t ie s  a re  a c q u ire d , a room in  the  new  S tu d e n t U n io n  B u ild 
in g ,  upon its  co m p le tio n  in  S ep tem ber, is b e in g  sought fo r  a ch a p 
te r  room . A  room in  the E ng in e e rin g  B u ild in g  is now  b e in g  used 
fo r  o rg a n iz a tio n a l m e e tin g s .

A f t e r a  ye a r in  e x is te n c e , the  lo c a l f r a te rn ity  d e c id e d  to  
p le d g e  members o f  the  sophomore and ju n io r  c la ss . A  rush p a rty  
in  the fo rm  o f a sm oker was h e ld .  Ten men w e re  in v i te d .  Re
freshm ents w e re  se rve d , and  the  men w ere in tro d u c e d  to  the  Theta 
Tau and M u  Sigma E p s ilo n . E ig h t new  members w e /e  p le d g e d . 
A n o th e r rush p a rty  was h e ld  in  A p r i l  w ith  more boys b e in g  p le d g e d . 
A t  p re se n t, M u  S igm a E p s ilo rvco n ta in sch a rte rm e m b e rs , in i t ia te d  
m embers, and  p le d g e s .

M r .  Pope, the  n a tio n a l e x e c u tiv e  se cre ta ry  o f  Theta Tau, 
v is ite d  M u  Sigma E psilon in  M a rc h . M r .  Pope was p leased w ith  
o u r f r a te r n ity ,  and  e n cou raged  us to  co m p le te  o u r p e t i t io n  to  the  
n a tio n a l c h a p te r by the  end o f  the  school y e a r .  Professor Rey 
a g a in  v is ite d  the  cam pus, th is  tim e  a t te n d in g  a banque t in  A p r i l .  
A t  the  banque t he u rged us to  co m p le te  o u r p e t i t io n  and  subm it 
i t  to  th e  n a tio n a l o f f ic e  by M a y .

M u  S igm a E p s ilo n is  a g ro w in g  pro fess iona l g roup d e d ic a te d  
to  b e in g  a in f lu e n t ia l e n g in e e r in g  o rg a n iz a tio n  on the  cam pus.



A lth o u g h  a young o rg a n iz a tio n  on the  M iss iss ipp i S ta te U n iv e rs ity  
cam pus, M u  S igma E psilon w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  moke a v a lu a b le  c o n 
tr ib u t io n  to  the e n g in e e r in g  s c h o o l, th rough e n la rg e d  a c t iv i t ie s  
and  th e  des ire  to  serve those in  the  e n g in e e r in g  p ro fess ion .
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