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Lette r from  the President 
February 28, 2011

M r. Michael T. Abraham, Executive Director 

Theta Tau Professional Engineering Fraternity 

1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 
Austin, TX 78701

Dear M r. Abraham,

Greetings from  the Johns Hopkins University colony o f Theta Tau. In 2006, eleven engineering students 

were brought together by the common goal o f establishing the firs t and only professional engineering 

organization on campus. On October 18, 2008, they became the founding fathers o f our colony. Since 

then, our numbers have grown to  fo rty-tw o active members and nineteen alumni, representing all 
eleven engineering disciplines offered by the W hiting School o f Engineering.

Despite our high numbers, our brotherhood and com m itment remains strong, w ith  every brother 

demonstrating active participation at meetings and brother events. We have established a strong 

connection w ith the  school and o ther engineering organizations on campus, volunteering w ith  Ready, 

Set, Design!, an engineering outreach program fo r m iddle school girls, and contributing to  Engineer's 

Week events. We also have fostered a strong connection w ith the local community, working w ith  the 

Baltimore Center fo r Child Abuse and participating in the  President's Day o f Service. For our brothers, 

we host resume workshops and industry speakers, and promote fraternal fellowship w ith m onthly social 

events. W e also participate in intramural sports, recently becoming inner-tube w ater polo champions fo r 

the firs t tim e in our history. Someday we hope also to  secure a chapter house fo r our members.

Our colony has worked hard to  be recognized by the  engineering school and to  firm ly  establish our 

presence on campus. I am extremely proud o f each member's dedication to  our purpose, and look 

forward to  becoming a chapter o f Theta Tau. We hope tha t you look favorably upon our pe tition and 

recognize the significant achievements we have made.

Sincerely,

Allison Tse, Regent 

Johns Hopkins Colony
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H isto rica l H ighlights o f the Johns Hopkins University

1876
>  University opens as America's first research university.

1878
>  Mathematics professor J.J. Sylvester edits inaugural issue of American Journal o f Mathematics, published 

by the forerunner to the Johns Hopkins University Press.

1879
> Chemistry professor Ira Remsen co-discovers sweetening agent saccharine; also edits first issue of 

American Chemical Journal, published by Johns Hopkins.

1882
>  Historian Herbert Baxter Adams leads in creation of American Historical Association, which would be 

established in 1884.

1884
>  The Glee Club performs its first concert; Woodrow Wilson (later the 28th U.S. president) sings first tenor.

1889
>  America's first true teaching hospital opens at Johns Hopkins, revolutionizing medical education and 

practice in the U.S.
> Surgeon William Halsted pioneers use of rubber gloves during surgery, ushering in new era of antiseptic 

practice in the operating room.

1891
> Native Americans invented it, but Johns Hopkins would perfect it. Hopkins wins its first national 

intercollegiate title in lacrosse.

1892
>  A women's committee funds creation of the School of Medicine, on condition that it admit women on 

same terms as men.

1894
>  Two Baltimore women open first music school for city's children, the precursor to the Peabody 

Preparatory.

1918
>  Johns Hopkins scientists discover drug heparin, still widely used to prevent blood coagulation in treatment 

o f thrombosis and in cardiac surgery.

1920s
>  Physics professor Henry Rowland conducts spectroscopic investigations, contributing to  formulation of 

quantum theory.
>  Engineering and public health professor Abel Wolman develops a chlorination system to  make drinking 

water safe, lessening the devastating impact o f such diseases as cholera and typhoid.
>  Public health pioneer and biochemistry professor E.V. McCollum discovers vitamin D and A, leading 

eventually to the end of rickets and blindness from xerophthalmia in the U.S.

1944
>  Applied Physics Laboratory scientists develop the first supersonic ramjet engine.
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1948
>  Photos that provide first views of curvature of earth are made by Applied Physics Laboratory cameras in a 

rocket 60 miles up.

1949
>  Public Health researchers David Bodian, Isabel Morgan, and Howard A. Howe verify three strains of the 

polio virus, setting the stage for an effective vaccine.

1956
>  Physician Victor A. McKusick links a single gene defect to symptoms of Marfan syndrome, work that 

ushered in the age of genetic medicine. He would organize the nation's first medical genetics division and 
help lay the foundation for the Human Genome Project.

1960
>  Engineer William B. Kouwenhoven and School o f Medicine colleagues develop cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation (CPR). He had earlier invented an internal defibrillation machine.

19605 JJt>  Scientists Daniel Nathans and Hamilton Smith discover restriction enzymes, which would give birth to the 
field of genetic engineering. They would share the 1978 Nobel Prize.

1968
>  The Center for Urban Affairs opens. Precursor to the Institute for Policy Studies, it focuses on addressing 

social problems through research and teaching.

19 72  I
>  Scientists at APL invent a rechargeable implantable cardiac pacemaker.

1979
>  Public Health research on infant deaths in auto accidents would lead to  laws mandating child safety 

restraints.

1986
>  Ophthalmologist Alfred Sommer, who would become public health dean, discovers that vitamin A not 

only prevents blindness but also dramatically reduces infant mortality.

1987
>  Neurosurgeon Henry Brem implants a quarter-size biodegradable polymer wafer that delivers
>  chemotherapy directly to  a malignant brain tumor.
>  Engineering researchers develop parallel processing technology that can provide supercomputing 

capabilities at greatly reduced costs.

1989
>  Johns Hopkins engineers create a new process for spray-painting cars, furniture, and appliances that 

reduces air pollution from that source by as much as 70%.

1990
>  Nursing research leads the Food and Drug Administration to upgrade standards for latex and vinyl exam 

and surgical gloves.
>  Astrophysicist Sam Durrance flies in NASA's space shuttle with the Hopkins Ultraviolet Telescope (HUT), 

built by Johns Hopkins faculty and staff to gather information on distant astronomical objects.

1992
>  Researchers led by Bert Vogelstein and Ken Kinzler identify genes associated with inherited colon cancers.
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> They would later develop noninvasive tests to  detect the more common, nonhereditary type of disease at 
its earliest, curable stages.

1994
>  Astronomer Holland Ford and others present first conclusive physical evidence for existence of 

supermassive black holes.

1995
>  Surgeon Louis Kavoussi pioneers laparoscopic live-donor nephrectomy, a procedure that revolutionizes 

kidney transplantation.
>  Pediatrician George Dover develops the first effective treatment for sickle cell anemia.

1996
>  Johns Hopkins engineers invent first all-plastic battery.
>  School of Medicine scientists identify gene mutations involved in 5096 of cases of amyotrophic lateral 

sclerosis (ALS, or Lou Gehrig's disease).
>  An APL team designs, builds, and launches NEAR, the first satellite of the NASA Discovery Program, which 

would become the first to orbit an asteroid in 2000.

1998
>  Scientist John Gearhart is among the first to isolate and identify pluripotent stem cells and prove they are 

capable of forming muscle, bone, nerve, or other tissue.

1999
>  Ophthalmologists identify a drug that stops the growth of abnormal blood vessels in the eye and that 

might save the sight of diabetic patients.

2 0 0 0  -  ~
>  Johns Hopkins neuroscientists identify key enzyme in brain that forms hallmark of Alzheimer's disease.

2001  p H j b - -
>  APL designs, builds, and operates NASA's TIMED spacecraft to  study the region 40 tolOO miles above the 

Earth, one of the least explored and understood regions of the atmosphere.

2002
> APL develops a low-cost, portable landmine detector.

20 03
>  A Johns Hopkins-led team settles a long controversy, determining that light detection in the eye is 

accomplished with just three types o f cells.
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H istory of The Johns H opkins University

Johns Hopkins University received its name from  its founder, Johns Hopkins, w ho 

bequeathed seven m illion  dollars in 1873 to  fund a hospital and university in Baltimore, Maryland. 

The university opened in 1876 w ith  th e  inauguration o f its f irs t p resident, Daniel Coit G ilman. The 

mission o f Johns Hopkins U niversity is, "Knowledge fo r th e  w orld ," as stated by Gilman, and is 

reflected in th e  un iversity's m o tto : Veritas vos l ib e ra b it- "J h e  tru th  w ill set you free ."

The establishm ent o f Hopkins is o ften  recognized as the beginning o f the m odern university 

system in the U nited States, where professors th a t pursue research in th e ir fields tra in  graduate 

students and teach undergraduate students as well. G ilman created a research university, w hich is 

dedica ted to  advancing both th e  s tudents' know ledge and sta te o f hum an know ledge through 

research and scholarship because Gilman believed th a t teaching and research are in terdependent. 

Through Gilman's leading, Hopkins became th e  innovator fo r doctora l programs and site  fo r  many 

scholarly journals and associations w ith  th e  founda tion  o f th e  f irs t un iversity press in 1878. The 

Johns Hopkins M edical School was opened in 1893, fo llo w in g th e  com ple te ly o f the  Johns Hopkins 

Hospital in 1893. Hopkins became th e  firs t m edical school to  adm it w om en on an equal basis as 

m en, and to  require a bachelors degree fo r entrance. In add ition  to  s tric te r requirem ents fo r 

medical school acceptance, G ilman also in troduced m ore rigorous admissions and standards fo r 

undergraduates, though it generally to o k  only th re e  years fo r  students to  receive the ir 

undergraduate degree. In 1907, th e  university fo rm ally  sw itched to  a regular four-year program.

In his w ill, Johns Hopkins gave instructions fo r  the university and hospita l to  be b u ilt upon 

his estate, C lifton. However, G ilman fe lt th e  m oney could be be tte r used fo r  recru iting facu lty  and 

s tudents and thus, w hen the  university opened, it  was located in a collection o f buildings located at 

th e  inte rsection o f  Howard and M onum en t streets in d ow ntow n Baltimore. A fte r th e  university
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began to  o u tg row  th e  buildings available in th e  early 1990s, th e  trustees began searching fo r  a new 

campus. Using C lifton was o u t o f  th e  question due to  the financia l s itua tion o f th e  un iversity a t the 

t im e . Eventually, th e  140-acre estate called Hom ewood was purchased to  become th e  new  campus 

o f Johns Hopkins University. The campus was fo rm ally  presented a t th e  inauguration o f the  

un iversity's second president, Ira Remsen, in 1902, and th e  m ove to  the  new campus was made 

under Remsen's a dm in istration. Remsen also helped to  establish a School o f  Engineering, w hich 

opened in 1914. The trustees also approved o f  the admission o f w om en to  graduate s tudy in 1907, 

also under Remsen's presidency, though w om en w ere  n o t adm itted  to  th e  undergraduate schools 

u n til 1970.

Currently, Hom ewood Campus houses th e  Krieger School o f  Arts and Sciences, School o f 

Education, Carey Business School, and W hiting School o f Engineering. The un iversity has an 

assortm ent o f o the r m ain campuses located in o the r areas o f Ba ltim ore as w e ll as in W ashington 

D.C. and Laurel, M aryland and in to ta l, has nine academic d ivisions. The un iversity's faculty 

mem bers, a long w ith  th e ir  colleagues fro m  th e  school's Applied Physics Laboratory, have w on  Johns 

Hopkins m ore federa l research and developm ent fund ing than any o the r un iversity since 1979. 

Today, Johns Hopkins U niversity continues to  be a leader in teaching and research, bu ild ing on the 

strong founda tion  o f past adm in istrations, faculties, and students.

8
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Engineering at T he Johns Hopkins University

A t th e  s ta rt o f th e  20th century, a man named John Boswell W hitehead (who ob ta ined a 

docto ra te  in electrica l engineering) had a vision o f creating an ins titu tion  fo r  engineering education 

th a t fa r exceeded any o the r ins titu tion  previously established. A t the tim e, M aryland had no 

engineering school to  support its g row ing infrastructu re o r  to  educate its students in engineering 

professions. This a ll changed in 1910, w hen Johns Hopkins University appo inted W hitehead to  

professor. This m arked the  beginning o f the  m ovem ent th a t fo re ver b rought a change to  Johns 

Hopkins University.

As a m ajor advocate fo r  th e  establishm ent o f an engineering depa rtm ent a t Hopkins, 

W hitehead fought fo r the  passing o f th e  'Technical School Bill," w hich w ou ld validate the 

establishm ent o f a "D epartm ent o f Applied Science and Advanced Technology." In 1912, 

W hitehead ’s de te rm ina tion  paid o ff as state legislature passed the  bill. W ith in  the  same year, 

scholarships w ere awarded to  d raw  engineering and technical students back to  M aryland as 

ins truction  o f students began.

An Engineering Curricu lum , designed by W hitehead and backed by th e  1912 legislature, was 

c rea ted to  f i t  and focus on w ha t W hitehead th ou gh t was m ost im portan t in the education o f 

engineers. This curricu lum  emphasized the im portance o f  a s trong basis o f science and m athem atics 

fo r  th e  f irs t tw o  years o f education. It also stressed th e  im portance o f studying the hum anities as 

w e ll as th e  im portance o f fu rthe ring  education th rough graduate study.

A fte r  th e  ending o f W orld  W ar I in 1919, th e  D epartm ent o f Engineering a t JHU became a 

school, w ith  W hitehead a t th e  fo re fro n t o f  th e  m ovem ent as its new ly appointed Dean. The School 

o f  Engineering grew  and prospered in th e  years th a t fo llow ed . Its dean, s ta ff, and students w ere 
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d irectly  responsible fo r  new innovations, like th e  f irs t portab le de fib rilla to r, th a t im proved many 

d iffe re n t aspects o f l ife  bo th locally and far-ranged.

A fte r W orld  W ar II, a "N ew  Plan" was designed w hich fu rthe re d  W hitehead's plans fo r  the 

Engineering school, requiring m ore coursework in hum anities, m athem atics, and social sciences. 

This "N ew  Plan" a llowed fo r  th e  awarding o f a bachelor's degree in engineering science and 

changed th e  name o f the  school to  th e  School o f  Engineering Science. It also brought a bou t the  

m erging o f departm ents as hum anities, social sciences, and physical sciences w ere  n o w  being 

stressed.

As a result, in July 1966, facu lty  vo ted  to  com ple te ly merge th e  tw o  schools under a single 

e n tity  to  fro m  th e  School o f Arts and Sciences. However, th is  m erger produced unw anted effects. A 

sense o f com m un ity  was lost as professors le ft fo r o the r ins titu tions and engineering programs, like 

chemical engineering, disappeared.

As th e  e ffects o f th e  m erger w ere  fe lt  th ro ug ho u t th e  school, Hopkins realized th a t th ey  had made 

an erro r in judgm en t. Voices and opinions in support o f th e  re-establishm ent o f  th e  engineering 

school continued to  rise.

In 1979, these voices and op inions made th e  re-establishm ent o f  th e  engineering school 

possible. W ith  a g ift f rom  G.W.C. W hiting , co-founder o f The W hiting-Turner C ontracting Company, 

th e  new engineering school was established and nam ed th e  G.W.C W hiting  School o f Engineering. 

They established fo u r  departm ents w ith in  th e  school: biomedical engineering, geography and 

env ironm enta l engineering, m ateria ls science and engineering, and m athem atica l sciences. The 

undergraduate Biomedical Engineering program  a t Hopkins quickly became th e  to p  b iomedical 

engineering program  in th e  na tion and has stayed a t th a t h ighest rank since.

10
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W ith  its g row ing num ber o f alum ni and friends, the W hiting  School o f Engineering forged 

new relationships w ith  the  com m un ity  and established research links. The W hiting School 

continued to  g ro w  th roughout th e  years as new program s, including m inor in Entrepreneurship &  

M anagem ent and an undergraduate m ajor in Environm ental Engineering, sprouted and developed. 

To th is  day, th e  W hiting  School o f  Engineering continues to  build its reputa tion  fo r  excellence in 

engineering and s trives to  be th e  engineering school th a t was once on ly a vision fo r  John W hitehead.

March 11, 2011
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H istory of The Johns H opkins Colony of T heta Tau

In the fa ll o f 2006, Theta Tau a t the Johns Hopkins University was jus t a concept shared by 11 

freshmen w ith the  same mission: to  establish a m ulti-disciplinary engineering group tha t complemented 

the  academic environm ent at Hopkins.

From the very beginning, Theta Tau was an organization tha t brought students together from  all 

backgrounds. The founding class embodied th is multi-disciplinary nature w ith members representing 

each o f the engineering majors offered a t Hopkins. M ore importantly, many o f the members o f the 

founding class were in itia lly  unacquainted, bu t were quickly united on the cornerstone o f brotherhood. 

The members o f the founding class were Andrew Lai, Austin DiOrio, Brendan Oenker, Byron Tang, 

Carolyn Purington, Charlie Yu Ouyang, M ichelle Harran, Robert Calderon, Terence Tse, V icto r Wu, and 

W ilson Tsang.

It would take nearly tw o years fo r Theta Tau at Johns Hopkins to  successfully establish itself, 

encountering many difficu lties along the path to  successful colony status. In itially, coordination o f 

meetings and schedules hindered any significant development, bu t progress came quickly. The most 

significant hurdle however, was obta in ing recognition from  the university itself.

From the outset, the deans o f the  engineering school were reluctant to  recognize Theta Tau as 

an official student group. W ithou t proper recognition, i t  was impossible to  set up student accounts or 

actively recruit on campus. The deans were in itia lly uncomfortable w ith a new academic student group 

labeled as a "fra te rn ity". M oreover, a m ulti-disciplinary engineering s tudent group w ith  a sim ilar mission 

was being founded at exactly the same tim e. Engineering advising therefore questioned the  need fo r 

there to  be tw o  student groups th a t served a similar purpose.

12
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Months o f negotiations w ere necessary to  convince the deans tha t as a student organization, 

Theta Tau brought a new perspective to  the engineering school and filled an otherwise missing 

component o f the Hopkins experience. On May 7, 2008, Theta Tau at Johns Hopkins was finally 

recognized by the  university and plans could fina lly be made to  officially establish a colony. No tim e was 

wasted and on October 18 o f the  same year, the  Johns Hopkins colony was officially formed.

New developments came quickly and on May 5, 2009 o f the fo llow ing spring, the firs t pledge 

class was initia ted. The firs t pledge class consisted o f a rather impressive 10 people, which nearly 

doubled the size o f the organization. By the spring o f 2010, Theta Tau at Johns Hopkins boasted an 

impressive 50 members w ith  a strong and growing interest backed by the engineering community. May 

o f 2010 also marked one o f many firsts fo r the young organization as i t  graduated its firs t alumni class — 

fu rthe r strengthening the Hopkins colony by establishing a fresh and growing alumni network.

13
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C urrent Chairs

Profess iona l

D eve lop m e n t

Jonathan LeMoeI

Pledge M a s te r  
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Allison Widen

M a rk e tin g  

Kristen Hum

Scholastic  f i t

C om m un ity  SenJke

W ebm aster 
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Name: Terence Tse
Major: Chemical and Blomolecular Engineering 
Class: Founding Father 
Hometown: Toronto, ON 
Graduation Date: Spring 2010 
Current Position: Alumni 
OtherAffiIiations: NSCS, AIChE

Name: Justin Lee
Major: Engineering Mechanics & Biology 
Class: Alpha
Hometown: Bellevue, WA 
Graduation Date: Spring 2011 
Other Affiliations: Baja SAE

Name: Lauren Thompson
Major: Civil Engineering
Class: Alpha
Hometown: Towson, MD
Graduation Date: Spring 2011
Other Affiliations: Kappa Kappa Gamma
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Name: Thomas Cheng
Major: Electrical and Computer Engineering
Class: Alpha
Hometown: Plano, TX
Graduation Date: Spring 2012
Other Affiliations: IEEE

Name: Blake Bamett
Major: Materials Science and Engineering
Class: Beta
Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 
Other Affiliations: Materials Research Society, Baja 

SAE

Name: Giuliana Rotunno 
Major: Biomedical Engineering 
Class: Beta
Hometown: Riverside, IL 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 
Other Affiliations: Alpha Phi
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Name: Joanna Tsao
Major: Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
Class: Beta
Hometown: Yorktown Heights, NY 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012

Name: Kristen Hum
Major: Environmental Engineering
Class: Beta
Hometown: Millstone Township, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 
Current Position: Marketing Chair 
Other Affiliations: NSCS

Name: Patricia Parada 
Major: Biomedical Engineering 
Class: Beta
Hometown: South Orange, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 
Other Affiliations: Alpha Phi
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Name: Rohit Dayal
Major: Biomolecular Engineering
Class: Beta
Hometown: Old Bridge, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 
Other Affiliations: BMES, CSE

Name: Stefanie Berges
Major: Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
Class: Beta
Hometown: Linwood, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 
OtherAffiIiations: Kappa Kappa Gamma

Name: Allison Tse
Major: Mechanical Engineering
Class: Beta
Hometown: Toronto, ON 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Current Position: President 
Other Affiliations: ASME1 SWE
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Name: Christina Jacob 
Major: Biomedical Engineering 
Class: Beta
Hometown: SiIverSpring1 MD 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013

Name: Emily Rosenberg 
Major: Civil Engineering 
Class: Beta
Hometown: Westbury1 NY 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Current Position: Social Chair 
Other Affiliations: ASCE

Name: Maher Khalil 
Major: Biomedical Engineering 
Class: Beta
Hometown: Alexandria, Egypt 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Other Affiliations: BMES1 NSCS
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Name: Steffi Liu
Major: Biom edical Engineering & 

Applied M ath and Statistics 
Class: Beta 
Hometown: Edison, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Current Position: Secre tary

Name: Bem ardo Guzm an
Major: Chem ica l and B iom olecu lar E ngineering
Class: G amm a

Hometown: G reat Falls, V A
Graduation Date: Spring 2012
Other A ffilia tions: E W B1 AIChE

Name: C olleen Q uin lan
Major: C hem ica l and B iom o lecu la r E ngineering 
Class: Gamm a 
Hometown: S ykesville , MD 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 
Other A ffilia tions: EW B
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Name: G reg Vorsanger 
Major: C om pute r E ngineering 
Class: G am m a 
Hometown: Y ard ley1 PA 

Graduation Date: Spring 2012

Name: R ichard Pow ers 
Major: Biom edica l Engineering & 

Applied M ath and S tatistics 
Class: G am m a
Hometown: N orth R eading, M A 
Graduation Date: Spring 2012 
Current Position: Academ ic Chair

Name: T hom as M cFarland
Major: C ivil Engineering
Class: G am m a
Hometown: R oslyn1 PA
Graduation Date: S pring 2012
Current Position: N erd Bow l/A th le tic cha ir
O ther A ffilia tions: EW B
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Name: Aidan Fow ler 
Major: Electrica l Engineering 
Class: Gam m a 
Hometown: La Grange, IL 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Current Position: Pledge m aste r

Name: David W iden 
Major: C om pu te r S cience 
Class: Sophom ore 
Hometown: H icksville, NY 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Current Position: Vice P resident

&
IMl

Name: Em ily H siao 
Major: Biom edica l Engineering 
Class: Gam m a 
Hometown: R ockville, MD 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Other A ffilia tions: BM ES
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Name: Jonathan Lem oel
Major: Biom edica l Engineering
Class: G am m a
Hometown: D estin1 FL
Graduation Date: Spring 2013

Current Position: Professional D eve lopm ent Chair
Other A ffilia tions: BM ES

Name: Joseph Zavodny 
Major: C om pu te r Engineering 
Class: Gam m a 

Hometown: M ounta inside , NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Current Position: Tech Chair

Name: Lucia Tellez 
Major: Biom edica l Engineering 
Class: G am m a

Hometown: Pem broke P ines, FL 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

Current Position: C om m unity S e rv ice  C ha ir 
Other A ffilia tions: P ro ject H ealth
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Name: Stephen Lee
Major: M ateria ls Sc ience and Engineering & 

Econom ics 
Class: Gamm a 

Hometown: W inchester, M A 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 

Current Position: Treasurer

Name: D urgesh Das 
Major: B iom edical Engineering 
Class: Delta
Hometown: H ouston, TX 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Other A ffilia tions: B M ES1 EW B

Name: Keyhoon “Keith" Kim
Major: C hem ica l a nd B iom olecu lar E ngineering
Class: Delta
Hometown: Seoul, South Korea 

Graduation Date: Spring 2013
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Name: Kim berly E llis
Major: C hem ica l and B iom o lecu la r E ngineering 
Class: Delta
Hometown: W akefie ld, M A 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Other A ffilia tions: A lpha Phi

Name: Liane Tellier 
Major: Biom edica l Engineering 
Class: Delta
Hometown: C herry  H ill, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
O ther A ffilia tions: BM ES1 Ph i Mu

Name: Tracey V ill
Major: M echan ica l Engineering
Class: Delta
Hometown: M organville, NJ 
Graduation Date: Spring 2013 
Other A ffilia tions: Phi Mu
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Name: Allison W iden
Major: Applied M ath and Statistics
Class: Delta
Hometown: H icksville, NY 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 
Current Position: Rush Chair

Name: W illiam  R othkop f 
Major: M echan ica l Engineering 
Class: Delta 
Hometown: Canton, MA 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014

Name: Brook Jeang
Major: M ateria ls Science and Engineering 
Class: Delta 
Hometown: W alnut, C A  
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 
Current Position: Fundraising C ha irJk

March 11, 2011



[JOHNS HOPKINS CHAPTER PETITION] I

Name: M ark T sao 
Major: C om pu te r S cience 
Class: Delta
Hometown: Vorktow n Heights, NY 
Graduation Date: S pring 2014

Name: T iffany W ei 
Major: E nvironm enta l Engineering 
Class: Delta 

Hometown: U pland, CA 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014

I

Name: Tim  O uellette 
Major: M echan ica l Engineering 
Class: Delta
Hometown: G rove land, M A 

Graduation Date: Spring 2014
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Name: Frank C. Forelle , Jr. 
Major: M echanical Engineering 
Class: Delta 
Hometown: W ilson, W Y  
Graduation Date: Spring 2014

Name: Ian Graham
M ajo r: B iom edica l Engineering
Class: Delta
Hometown: Old Saybrook1 C T  
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 
Other A ffilia tions: BM ES

Name: Joanne Gamble
Major: C hem ica l and B iom olecu lar E ngineering 
Class: Delta
Hometown: Tannersville , PA 
Graduation Date: Spring 2014 
Other A ffilia tions: A IC hE 1 SBE
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A lu m n i

Name M ajor

Andrew Lai Chemicaland Biomolecular Engineering

Austin DiOrio M echanical Engineering

Brendan Denker General Engineering

Byron Tang Biomedical Engineering

Carolyn Purington Biomedical Engineering

CharlieOuyang Biomedical Engineering

M ichelle Harran Biomedical Engineering

Robert Calderon Mechanical Engineering

Victor W u Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering

W ilson Tsang Electrical Engineering

Brandon Lin Materials Science and Engineering

Chris M ihalsky Biomedical Engineering

Eugene Lee Biomedical Engineering

Jj I JessePeters Chemicaland Biomolecuiar Engineering

JOHN MlN Biomedical Engineering

M arisa Caliri Environmental Engineering

Nick Gill Biomedical Engineering

Steve W ang Biomedical Engineering
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Professional Development

❖  In d u s try S p e a k e rs

❖  S tra teg ic  R esults P re sen ta tio n

❖  P ro fe sso r S peakers 

•> P lan t T o u rs

❖  R esum e W orkshops

❖  M ock In te rv iew s

Com m unity Service

❖ B altim ore Child A b use  C en ter

❖  Ready, Set, Design!

❖  P re s id e n t's  Day o f Service

❖  M athC ounts C om petition

❖ S tree t C arnival

❖ G arden  B eautification

Social Events

❖  Form als

❖  Potlucks

❖  K araoke N ight

❖ S cavenger H unt

❖ M ovie N ight
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Academics

❖  S tudy  h o u rs  e v e ry  w eek

❖  T u to rin g se s s io n s

Fundraising

❖ D um pling  sale

❖ B a k esa le

❖ K rispy  K rem e sale

Athletics

❖ N erd  Bowl, Flag F ootball to u rn a m e n t

In tra m u ra l In n e r- tu b e  W ate r Polo C ham pions! 

In tra m u ra l sp o rts  

R ockC lim bing  

D odgeball
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Founding Fathers

From le ft to  r ig h t: Robert Calderon, Byron Tang, Brendan Denker, Carolyn Purington, V icto r Wu, 
Charlie Ouyang, Shivam Shah, Austin D iOrio, M ichelle Harran, Terence Tse.

In fro n t: Andrew  Lai

Our founding fathers, now alumni, established our colony o f Theta Tau at the  Johns Hopkins University 

on October 18, 2008. They have set the  precedence fo r the fu ture o f our colony, and continue to 

support us as we look forward in to the  future.
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I! S ig n a tu re s

W e 1 the  m em bers o f the  Johns Hopkins U niversity co lony o f  Theta T a u 1 do  hereby petition the 
The ta  Tau Professional Engineering F ratern ity fo r cha p te r status.

W e, th e  undersigned, are a ll curren tly e n rolled in the W hiting  Schoo l o f Engineering a t the 
Joh ns  H opkins U niversity and have no affilia tion w ith  any o rgan iza tion considered to  be 
com petitive  w ith The ta  Tau.

^ I ju & i- /6 ^
T e r e n c e Ts e / /  J u s t in  Lee

/  /
I 7 > U f  / " T l  / ' / * * > / / / i  ' A v  C /

L a u r e n  T h o m p s o n T h o m a / c h e n g

I
B l a k e  B a r n e t t G iu l ia n a  r o t u n n o

/ J o a n n a  T s a o K r is t in  H um

• P a t r ic ia  P a ra d a ^ o h i t D a y a l

J fffaJn/ru'f '7 ^ /u il^ i
I S te fa n ie  S e rg e s ' A u j s o n  TSe
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C h r is t in a  J a c o b

S -v
E m ily  R o s e n b e r g

MMf A U k T
Ma h e r  Kh a l il

B e r n a r d o  G oI m a n  

^  Glgpfe VORSANGER

iim:
T h o m a s  M c Fa r l a n d

,-4' i ^
C o l l e e n  Q u in l a n

R ic h a r d  Po w e r s

/ijh \ /̂ Lu/(-
A id a n  Fo w l e r

^ i V i r * 7 'v I  , 

D a v id  W id e n

J o n a t h a n  L eMo e l J o s e p h  Z a v o d i1NY

St e p h e n  L ee
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D u r g e s h  Da s

^  MU_
K im b e r ly  E l u s  

Tg i^ E Y  V lLL

W il l ia m  Ro t h k o p e

F r a n k  Fo r e l l e

K e y h o o n  K im

U a n e  T e ll ie r

A l u s o n  W id e n

B r o o k  J e a n g

M G r/Ia n  G r a h a m

J  J o a n n e  G a m b l e

T x ^ - - H  L ▼
• - L TIFFANY WEI t im o t h y  O u e l l e t t e
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T H E T A  T A U CENTRAL OFFICE

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY 1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205
Austin1TX 78701 

512/472-1904 Fax: 512/472-4820 
Internet: Central.office@ThetaTau.org 

Web: www.ThetaTau.org

M arch 8, 2011

0 T  Executive Council 
Theta T au Central Office 
1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 
Austin, T X  78701

D ear B rothers:

I am  pleased to  w rite in support o f  the petition for chapter status from the colony at 
the  Johns H opkins University.

In  the spring o f  2007, I m et w ith about twenty H opkins engineering students 
interested in Theta Tau. The students knew each other well, som e shared the same 
living facility, and w anted to bring a professional fraternity to the  Johns H opkins 
University  to  unite engineering students at the school. They chose our engineering 
fraternity a s the best w ay to achieve that adm irable goal.

Since then, the local and then colony has worked diligently and consistently to 
achieve this goal. I am im pressed w ith the enthusiasm , effort, and achievem ents o f  
this group as evidenced by  the content o f  this petition. I believe that they have 
dem onstrated that they are ready for the  step to  chapter status and will continue to be 
a strong and positive exam ple for Theta Tau on the cam pus o f  the Johns H opkins 
University.

I believe this group has the potential to  be a valuable asset to Theta Tau, and I 
recom m end your approval o f  their petition fo r chapter status.

In  H  and T,

M ichael T. Abraham 
Executive Director

Engineering L eaders fo r  Service, Profession, and  Brotherhood

mailto:Central.office@ThetaTau.org
http://www.ThetaTau.org


JOHNS HOPKINS
U N I V E R S I T Y

Whiting School of Engineering
Office of Academic Affairs 
103 Shaffer Hall 
3400 N. Charles Street 
Baltimore MD 21218-2681 
410-516-7395 / Fax 443-529-1532

March 11,2011

Mr. M ichael Abraham 
Executive Director
Theta Tau Professional Engineering Fraternity 
1011 San Jacinto, Suite 205 
Austin, TX 78701

Dear Mr. Abraham:

I am  w riting to support the promotion o f  Theta Tau at John Hopkins U niversity from colony 
status to full chapter status.

Since the installation o f  the Johns Hopkins University C olony o f  Theta Tau two and h alf years 
ago, the size o f  the group has increased from 11 founding brothers to 42 active brothers. The 
original group was comprised o f students from only four o f the departments in the W hiting 
School o f  Engineering. Now the fraternity has m embers from all nine departments. The colony 
has an almost equal number o f  females and males and this distribution is also evident am ong the 
officers. The colony has established a  regular schedule o f weekly general body meetings 
com plem ented by monthly leadership meetings.

Each semester, the fraternity participates in various professional development events. Examples 
include hosting industry speakers and networking sessions, and conducting resume workshops. 
Invited speakers have included JHU alumnus Larry Kenny, a professional engineer at Raytheon, 
and Dr. Volkan Isler, a professor o f  Computer Science at the University o f  Minnesota (in 
collaboration with our IEEE student chapter). The chapter also hosted a  representative from 
Strategic Results, who spoke to the m embers about professional oral presentations specific to 
engineering and the sciences. Early this semester, they had approximately 80% attendance o f 
their members at the Theta Tau Regional Conference in Charlottesville, Virginia.

In addition to professional development activities, the m embers have also been active in 
community service. They have partnered with the Baltimore Child Abuse Center (BCAC) and 
have assisted the organization with beautification projects and festivals. Additionally, members 
have volunteered at an engineering education outreach program geared towards middle school 
girls called "Ready, Set, Design!”.



The m embers have also enjoyed developing a strong social atmosphere for their organization. It 
fosters a  collaborative environment among students from different majors and in different class 
years that does not naturally happen through academic classes. They hold study hours two nights 
per w eek, in w hich upperclassmen tutor and m entor underclassmen.

Please approve the Johns Hopkins U niversity Colony o f  Theta Tau for C hapter Status. I believe 
that they will prove to be strong assets to the Theta Tau Fraternity moving into the future.

Sincereb

Edward Scheinerman
Vice Dean for E ducation



T H E T A  T A U

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY stuart.kardiaii@thetatau.org

O ctober 28,2010

Brothers o f  Theta Tau:

I am  honored to  write in  support o f  the petition from John Hopkins University Colony o f 
Theta Tau to become our newest Chapter o f  Theta Tau.

A s Regional Director, I have witnessed monumental success in the areas o f  recruitement, 
regional participation, and both campus and community involvem ent From  professional 
devlopment to  brotherhood events, the JHU Colony stives for excellence while meeting 
each n ew  challenge w ith a  ham m er &  tongs spirit

W ithin the past tw o years, the Colony m em bership has grow n to a  sizeable n u m b er- an 
indication not only o f  their recruitm ent efforts, but also o f  their abilities to clearly show 
o ther students that there is g reat benefit to  be a  m em ber o f  Theta Tau.

This group is a  valuable asset to the A tlantic Region, and I strongly recommend you 
approve their petition for Chapter status.

In H  and T,

Stuart Kardian 
Atlantic Regional Director 
KT 3 7  XX! YY! WW!

mailto:stuart.kardiaii@thetatau.org


T H E T A  T A U
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING FRATERNITY

February 19, 2011

Brothers,

I am  w riting on b eh a lf o f  the Johns H opkins U niversity colony's petition to becom e a  chapter o f  our 
fraternity.

I m et the m em bers o f  the colony during their official visit, w hich I conducted in Fall 2010.1 was 
im pressed by  the student’s ability to work together, p lan events, and conduct their m eetings w hile still 
keeping a  fun and inviting atmosphere. On their campus, the colony has w orked to find w ays to 
contribute to the college and community.

The colony a t Johns H opkins has shown the ability to recruit w ell and encourage new  m em bers to  step 
up to take active leadership roles. They have a strong foundation on cam pus as a  colony, and the 
ab ility  to  handle grow th and incorporation o f  new  actives w ill serve them  w ell as a chapter. They 
should h ave no  problem  in m aking the transition from  colony to chapter and I feel that they w ould 
m ake an excellent addition to  our Fraternity.

I highly recom m end approval o f  this petition, and look forward to the installation o f  a chapter at the 
Johns H opkins U niversity.

In  H  &  T,

R oy Daniels 
Colony D irector

Engineering L eaders fo r  Service, Profession, and  Brotherhood



T h e t a T AU
Professional Engineering Fraternity ThcGe , Washington DC

Dear Brothers of Theta Tau,

It is my pleasure to be able to introduce you to the brothers at the Johns Hopkins Colony of Theta Tau. For those 
o f you who have had the chance to meet some of these brothers, nothing in this letter should come as a surprise to you, as 
they are a fantastic group o f people; fo r those of you that have not yet had the opportunity to meet them, I can assure you 
that they are more than ready to  be welcomed wholly into our Fraternity. The colony at JHU has overcome the many 
obstacles of being a new colony, and I feel that they now exhibit the three most important aspects of a good chapter of 
Theta Tau. They work and play together, they have the ability to  recruit new and upstanding members, and most 
importantly they cherish each other.

The colony at JHU has only become more active since their colony certification two years ago. Some events that 
they have held in the past have included karaoke night, the Fall Formal, and a Holiday Secret Santa. They are also active in 
community service with their most successful event being Ready, Set, Design, which introduces middle school aged girls in 
the Baltimore to the principles of engineering. They attend both Ready, Set Design sessions each semester and consistently 
have about half of the chapter participate each time. Academically they hold study hours twice a week, which are 
mandatory for pledges, and they hosted a professional development event on how to prepare for final exams. This is only a 
short introduction to  many of the things that they have accomplished in a single semester.

One o f the most important things that a chapter has to do successfully is recruit upstanding young men and 
women into the fraternity to become active brothers. They recruit starting day one at freshman move in. My biological 
brother became a freshman at JHU this fall. While exploring campus my parents easily found a Theta Tau recruitment table 
serving lemonade to the freshman and parents during the warm August move-in. The ability and desire to make their name 
known on day one shows that they are committed to attracting new members early. Additionally, the first goal of their 
pledge curriculum is to promote pledge bonding as a group and with the brothers, which is the most important part of the 
pledge process. I am impressed that they have "h it the nail on the head" this early in their time as a Theta Tau colony in 
respects to  rush and the pledge process.

As a chapter of Theta Tau the most important single aspect is to cherish and love your fellow brothers. I have 
visited their chapter and have spent time with them at regionals. Every time I see them I am taken aback by their love for 
each other and their pride as being colony brothers of Theta Tau. At regionals they also show pride in being from Johns 
Hopkins University. They all love Theta Tau and are ready to move forward to become a chapter.

Both the current President and Past-Present have taken me aside and asked me what they can do to become a 
successful chapter. They face the difficulties in transitioning and learning how to  become a chapter. However, the 
foresight and respect that the officers’ exhibit has shown me that they are more than ready to take up that challenge. If I 
have not yet convinced you then you are missing out on welcoming a wonderful asset to  the National Brotherhood of Theta 
Tau. Please keep my thoughts as well as those of our possible future brothers in mind as you elect to install this fantastic 

group o f people.

In H &  T

C U S fflij

Jacalyn Ouellette YIZZI, GB 717 
The George Washington University


