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This bronze statue of G eorse  Washinston, 
a replica of the only one modeled from 

life, is an outstandin3 feature of the 
University Yard.



PHI T H E T A  X l FRATERNITY
THE GEORGE W ASH IN G TON  UNIVERSITY

W ashinston, D. C.
April 1, 1934

The Executive Council of Theta Tau Fraternity,

Gentlemen:

W e, the undersisned Active Members of the Phi Theta Xi Fraternity, 
a recognized local Fraternity of The G eorge Washington University, do here
by formally petition The Executive Council of the Theta Tau Fraternity and its 
several Chapters for a Charter.

I

GlofaU..G, 
£JUr..tL.

.CMdLlSUi





PHI TH E T A  X l FRATERNITY
(Founded at G eorge Washington University, March 25, 1927)

F ratres in  F acultate

Jo h n  R aym ond L apham , M.S. P rofessor of Civil Engineering, Dean of 
the School o f  Engineering.

N orm an B ruce  Ames, B.S., E.E ., LL.B. Professor of Electrical Engineer
ing, Executive Officer of the Department.

F r a n k  A rtem as H itchcock , M.S., C E . Professor o f  Civil Engineering, 
Executive Officer of the Department.

B en jam in  C arp en te r C ru ic k sh a n k s , B.S. in M.E. Associate Professor 
of Mechanical Engineering.

F ratres in  U niversitate

P a u l  L. Moats, President, Electrical, '36, Brunswick, Maryland 
J ames L. J ohnson, V ice-President, E lectrical,'34, Apple Creek, Ohio 
Frank E . Bailey, Secretary, Mechanical, '36, Olney, Illinois 
T homas A. Bradford, T reasurer, Civil, '36, W ashington, D. C.
T e r ry  J . McAdams, Sergeant-at-A rm s, Civil, '37, Denver, Colorado 
E dward A. Baker, General, '37, W ashington, D. C.
J ack C. D avis, General, '35, Indianapolis, Indiana
W illia m  J. E lle n b e rg e r , (Alumni Secretary, 1932-34), Mechanical, '34;

B S. in Electrical, '30, W adsworth, Ohio 
F e r r i s  B. F i l le y , Electrical, '36, A kron, Ohio 
R ay  A . H eim burcer, Civil, '35, Sandusky, Ohio 
A lb e r t  H . H e lv es tin e , Electrical, '35; B.S., '33, W ashington, D. C.
Carl 0 .  H offm an , Mechanical, '36, Laurel, Maryland 
L ee I. H untzberger, General, '37, Chevy Chase, Maryland 
C a r l  D. J ohnson, Mechanical, '35, Boston, Massachusetts 
W arren L. L awton, Civil, '34, W ashington, D . C.
J. H arold L in k , Electrical, '37, Baltimore, Maryland 
Rorert E. Morgan, Electrical. '39, Alexander, W est V irginia 
Caleb A. Motz, Electrical, '36, Nashville, Tennessee 
J ohn  E. P arsons, Electrical, '38, W ashington, D. C.
J ules L. P hillips, Civil. '36, W ashington, D. C.
E mil P ress, Civil, '35, W ashington, D. C.
J oseph B. R agan, Electrical, '36, W ashington, D. C.
W a l te r  F. R h in e , Civil, '36, W ashington, D. C.
H arold L. S angster, Electrical, '36. Burke, Virginia 
A la n  M. S taubly, Civil, '35, M artinsburg1 W est Virginia 
G. C hester T hom, Mechanical, '34; B.S. in Electrical, '32, W ashington, 

D. C.
H frbert C. S. T hom , Mechanical, '36, St. Paul, Minnesota 
E dward J . T homas, Mechanical, '36, Dayton, Ohio 
F red W . T raband, Civil, '40, W ashington, D . C.
D onald  N . W h itm e y er, Mechanical, '35, Cattaraugus, New York



J O H N  R A Y M O N D  L A P H A M , M .S .

Dean John Raymond Lapham became associated with the George 
W ashington U niversity in 1916 as an Assistant Professor in Civil Engi
neering.

In  1926 he took  over the  position of Dean of the  E ng ineering  School, 
w hich  position he has held to  the  p resen t da te. Recently  D ean Lap- 
hatn  was on sabbatical leave, du ring  w hich tim e he did intensive 
research  w ork  in San ita ry  E ngineering  a t Jo h n s H opkins U niversity .

H e has had numerous interests before becoming Dean which include 
work in the U. S. Housing Corporation, construction w ork, and special 
investigations and tests fo r m anufacturers and users of cement and allied 
products.

The Dean holds membership in the following organizations: Acacia and 
Sigma Tau fraternities, A. S. C. E., A. C. I.. S. P. E . E., A. A. E., and 
the W ashington Society of Engineers.

N O R M A N  BRUCE A M E S , B.S., E.E ., LL.B.

Professor Ames started teaching a t George W ashington University in 
1920 as an instructor in Electrical Engineering. The position of Professor 
and head of the  D epartm ent of Electrical Engineering was given him  in 1929.

He has received degrees from  Mississippi A. & M., George W ashington 
University, Massachusetts Institute o f Technology, and H arvard  in engi
neering and the degree of Bachelor of Laws from  George W ashington 
University. H is professional degree of Electrical Engineering was bestowed 
upon him a t George W ashington University in 1929.

Professor A m es holds m em bersh ip  in the  D elta  T au  D elta  and Sigm a 
T au  fra tern ities, and in the  A .I.E .E .

FRA NK  A R T E M A S H IT C H C O C K , M . S ., C . E.

Professor Hitchcock became affiliated w ith the George W ashington U ni
versity in 1926 and has risen since that time to  the position of Professor 
o f  Civil Engineering and Executive Officer o f the Departm ent o f Civil 
E ngineering . H e received his first degree. B.S. in C .E . a t the  U n i
v e rsity  o f W isconsin, and his M aste r's degree  a t C hristian  B ro thers 
College w here he served as In s tru c to r  of Civil E ng ineering  in 1915-16. 
H e took  his P rofessional degree  a t Cornell, w here he ta u g h t fo r th ree

Before com ing to  the  U niversity . Professor H itchcock  held th e  posi
tion of E ng ineering  P hysicist a t the  Bureau of Standards.

H e is a  m em ber of G am m a A lpha and  Sigm a T au  fra tern ities. 
A .S.T .M .. and the  W ash ing ton  Society of E ngineers.



B E N JA M IN  CA RPEN TER C R U IC K S H A N K S, B. S . in M . E.
■4. — «<.■•

Professor Cruickshanks graduated from the School o f  Engineering of 
the George W ashington University in 1920 with the degree of B.S. in M.E., 
and was immediately appointed to the faculty as Instructor in Mechanical 
Engineering. In  July 1923 he became Editor o t "The Locom otive” a semi- 
technical publication. In September 1927 he was appointed Assistant Pro
fessor o f  Mechanical Engineering at George W ashington University, and 
in September 1933 he was appointed Associate P rofessor o f Mechanical 
Engineering.

Professor Cruickshanks has worked as Research Associate a t the Bureau 
of Standards on various problems during different summers, and is the 
author of articles in various technical magazines.

He is a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon and Sigma T au fraternities, and 
of the A .S.M .E. and S.P .E .E . professional societies.

A n  A ttractive S p ot in the  U niversity Yard.



Activities of Members

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  ON C O U N C IL :
Member o f  Student Council from  School of E ngineering: 

Johnson, J . L., President 
F rom  Phi T heta X i: Link, Vice President 

Moats, Treasurer 
From A . S. C. E . : McAdams, Social Chairman 

From  A. S . M. E .: Thorn, H . C. S .
From Sigma T au : Huntzberger 

A N N U A L  E N G IN E E R S ’ B A L L  C O M M IT T E E  
McAdams, Chairman, '34 

Heimburger, Chairman, '33 
Huntzberger Moats
Thom, H . C. S. Bradford
Link Ragan
Johnson. J. L. Hoffman

Thom, G. C.

A N N U A L  E N G IN E E R S' B A N Q U E T  C O M M IT T E E
McAdams, Chairman, '34 

Baker Link
H untzberger M oats
Johnson, J. L . Thom. H . C. S.

Thom, G. C.

A M E R IC A N  SO C IE T Y  O F  C IV IL  E N G IN E E R S  
S T U D E N T  C H A P T E R
Heimburger, President, '33 
Lawton. Vice President, '33 

McAdams, President. '34 
Phillips, Secretary, '34

A M E R IC A N  SO C IE T Y  O F  M E C H A N IC A L  E N G IN E E R S  
S T U D E N T  C H A P T E R

Thom, H . C. S.. President. '33 
Vice President, '34 

A. S. M. E. Prize W inner, '33 
Hoffman 
Thomas

A M E R IC A N  IN S T IT U T E  O F E L E C T R IC A L  E N G IN E E R S  
S T U D E N T  C H A P T E R

Ellenberger 
Johnson. J .  L.

Link 
Moats 
Motz 

T hom, G. C.

P H I E T A  SIG M A  
(Honorary Freshman Fraternity)

Johnson, J . L.
Parsons



SIG M A  TA U
(Honorary Fraternity)

Helvestine1 Vice-President, '33 
H untzberger1 Corresponding Secretary, '34 

Johnson, J .  L., President, '33 ;• Recording Secretary, '31-'32 
Moats, Vice-President, '35 

Parsons 
Staubly 

AC A C IA  F R A T E R N IT Y  
Baker, Junior Dean, ’33-'34 

ElIenberger 
Phillips

SIG M A  M U  SIGM A  F R A T E R N IT Y
Johnson, J. L.

H offman, Vice-President, '34

SIG M I C H I F R A T E R N IT Y
Heimburger, Secretary, ’33-’34; Delegate, Inter-Fraternity Council,

G. W . U., '34 
SIG M A  A L P H A  E P S IL O N  F R A T E R N IT Y  

Ragan, Inter-Fraternity Pledge Council, G. IV. U., '34 
T H E  F R IA R S  F R A T E R N IT Y  

McAdams, Vice-President, '34 
D E L T A  T A U  D E L T A  F R A T E R N IT Y  

Thomas
SIG M A  T H E T A  D E L T A  F R A T E R N IT Y  

W hitmeyer 
P H I  SIG M A  K A P P A  F R A T E R N IT Y

Press
K A P P A  SIG M A  F R A T E R N IT Y

Staubly
SE N IO R  C O U N C IL  M E M B E R  FR O M  E N G IN E E R IN G  SC H O O L

Ellenberger, '34 
G. W . U . G L E E  CLU B  

Thomas 
G. W . U . G L ID E R  CLU B  

Heimburger, Vice-President, ’32 
G. W . U . T R O U B A D O U R S  

Lawton 
G. W . U . B A N D  

W hitmeyer 
Heimburger 

G A T E  A N D  KEY  
Staubly

G- W . U . R O U SE R S C LU B (Cheering Section)
Ragan, Organiser



HISTORY of PHI THETA Xl

F o r  some tim e p rior to  1927 the  need for c loser fellowship betw een 
the  m en enrolled in the  several branches of engineering study  of the 
School of E ngineering  a t ou r U niversity  had been apparen t. A  con
c erted  effort to  fill th is need was made by fourteen m en represen ting  
bo th  day and even ing  classes in civil, m echanical, and e lectrical en- 
engineering, and on April 28, 1927, a m eeting w as held a t w hich the  
professional engineering  fra te rn ity . Ph i T h e ta  xi, w as organized.

F rom  the  very beginn ing  th is  g roup  received the  w hole-hearted 
support and active cooperation of the  eng ineering  faculty . I t  was 
largely due to  this im m ediate recognition and able support th a t the 
fra te rn ity  became well established soon a fte r  its  founding and  has 
stead ily  advanced in th e  w ork of developing c loser fellowship.

O ne of the  first p roblem s of a g roup  so  founded is to  develop ac
tivities th a t will ju stify  its existence and achieve the  desired resu lts. 
T h e  founders realized this and lost as little  tim e as possible in so doing, 
in view  of the fact tha t it  was necessary to  w rite  a constitu tion , discuss 
a t leng th  the policies and ideals of th e ir  fra te rn ity , and memorize 
ritua l, m uch of which is no t w ritten  bu t ra th e r  en tru s ted  to  the  m em ory 
of the  officers.

Social activ ities have no t been stressed, although  the  im portance  of 
such activities as a m eans to  the  desired end— fellowship betw een 
engineering  studen ts— m ust be and has been considered. T h e  first 
m ajor event w as an open dance given in D ecem ber 1927 for the en 
g ineering  s tuden t body, a t w hich m any  em bryo  engineers m et fo r the 
first tim e and num erous ideas w ere advanced as possibilities fo r this 
new  organization. T h e  success o f this dance w arran ted  its repetition 
annually. I t is  the  sole m ixed social even t fostered by the fra te rn ity  
and its popularity  is a ttes ted  to  by th e  fact th a t the  en tire  School 
looks forw ard  w ith  p leasure to  this function.

In Feb ruary  1928 th e  fra te rn ity  held its  first initiation, and  five m en 
w ho w ere selected from  a large  prospective  g roup w ere accepted. I t 
was necessary, pa rticu larly  in the  beginning, to  be certain  th a t the 
fra te rn ity  was no t represen ted  by dead w ood, so g rea t care w as ac
cord ing ly  taken  in selec ting  new men.

D uring  1927 and 1928 a num ber o f sm okers and ge t-togethe rs  were 
held to  perm it round-table  d iscussions and usually  to  bear some 
widely recognized engineer speak on his pa rticu lar w ork.

By the  Spring  of 1929 the  real o r  im aginary  ba rrie rs betw een the 
several b ranches of engineering  s tudents had been ba ttered  dow n to  
the  po in t w here it w as believed an A ll-E ngineering  A nnual Banquet 
w ould be successful. T he first banquet, designed a long  the  lines of 
the  A .S.C .E. annual banquet, w as given A pril 13, 1929, w ith  far  g rea ter 
success than  anticipated  by the  m ost op tim istic  m em bers o f th e  f ra 
te rn ity . T h is  banquet is a lw ays given a t one of the  city 's best hotels, 
and responsible G overnm ent officials, leading eng ineering  educators , 
and represen ta tives of A .S.C .E., A .S.M .E., and A .I.E .E . are  to  be seen 
a t the  speaker's table. T he banquet has becom e firmly fixed as one 
of the  m ost im portan t annual functions of the  School of E ngineering.



Speakers w ho have been heard  include G eneral F ries, Dr. G regory, 
H on. W m . M cCracken, and G eneral Rees. T h is  year the speaker will 
be G eneral M arkham , Chief of E ngineers. U nited S tates A rm y, or 
G eneral P illsbury, A ssis tan t Chief of E ngineers. T his event is fast 
becom ing an engineering hom e-com ing, having had an attendance  of 
sixty alum ni la st year, which it is hoped to  increase to  one hundred 
th is  year.

T he successful execution of the  annual banquet is now  left to  the 
E ngineers ' Council, which is described elsew here in th is  pe tition  and 
in which our fra tern ity  is well represen ted . E stab lishm ent of this 
Council w as ano ther forw ard  step tow ard c loser fellowship and better 
cooperation in the  School of Engineering , being initiated by Phi 
T heta  Xi.

In  addition to  the  activities ju st described, the  fra te rn ity  has sup
ported m any  m inor events of the  School. L ast year it was in stru 
m ental in in itiating  the  first E ngineers ' D ay a t the  U niversity , a t which 
tim e classes were dism issed and exhib its were placed in the  several 
buildings and labora tories to  be view ed by pa ren ts  and other in te r
ested persons. E ach year the fra te rn ity  aw ards a handsom e activities 
plaque to  the  g radua ting  senior in the  upper th ird  of his class who 
has been m ost active  in w ork ing  for the  good of the  School and of 
his fellow  students.

F rom  the  beginn ing  regu lar m eetings of the  fra te rn ity  have been 
held tw ice a m onth, the  P residen t having the  au tho rity  to  call special 
m eetings if necessary. T h e  norm al a rrangem ent for m eetings is one 
business and one dinner m eeting each m onth ; dinner m eetings are 
called im m ediately follow ing the  six o 'clock class and are  well a t
tended . M em bers o f  the  faculty  are  frequently  invited to  a ttend  dinner 
m eetings, bu t speakers are  no t, a s  it  is the  policy of the  fra te rn ity  to 
have the P residen t call on any  m em ber w hom  he know s to  be engaged 
in in te resting  and instructive  w ork to  give a short talk . T he fra
te rn ity  feels tha t th is  practice is o f g rea t benefit to  the  m em ber as 
weli as being of in te rest to  the  en tire group.

U p to  the  p resen t tim e it  has n o t been feasible for the  fra te rn ity  to 
m aintain its ow n m eeting room s. H ow ever, one of the  engineering 
class room s is a t ou r disposal, and assurance  has been given th a t a 
pe rm anent m eeting room in the  contem plated S tuden t U nion Building 
will be reserved for the exclusive use of the  fra tern ity . I t  is hardly 
necessary to  point o u t the  m any advantages of such a  room. T o  date, 
there  has never been a  m eeting  postponed or called off because of a 
sho rtage  of new  business, and it  is particu larly  significant th a t dinner 
m eetings have frequently  been sacrificed for business m eetings, by 
reason  of th e  ever-increasing  activ ities of the  fraternity .

F o r a sho rt period a fte r  the  founding of the  fra te rn ity  the  m ajority  
of the  new  m em bers were draw n from  the  evening classes. T h is  was 
perhaps due to  the  experience a t th a t tim e th a t these  men, despite 
the ir full p rogram s, seem ed to  accom plish m ore for the fra tern ity . 
T h is  situation  was realized several years ago and  rem edial s teps w ere 
taken  to  preven t the  possibility of a m em bership consisting solely of 
men enrolled in th e  evening  classes. T he fra te rn ity  now  has a num ber 
of day m en w ho are  equally as active a s  the  evening  men.

T h e  m a tte r  of se lecting new m en for the  fra te rn ity  is taken  very  
seriously, and while the requ irem ents are  n o t m ade so as to  exclude 
deserv ing  m en still sufficient care  should  be, and is taken  to  avoid



in itia ting  m en w ho will be satisfied to  slide a long or those  of whom 
th e  fra te rn ity  canno t be p roud a t all tim es. T he active and interested  
alum ni of the  fra te rn ity  are  an exam ple of the  good resu lts th a t obtain 
from  the  delibera te  and careful selection of m em bers. T he require
m ents are  briefly as follow s:

1. T h a t he be enrolled in  the  School of Engineering .
2. T h a t he have sufficient c red it-hours to  be ra ted  as a sophom ore.
3. T h a t he be an A m erican citizen.
4. T h a t he believe in the ex istence of a Suprem e Being.
3. T h a t he have sufficiently high scholarsh ip  to  insure his no t falling 

below  the required grade  index  by reason  of fra te rn ity  and  ex tra - 
curricu la  activities.

I t  has no t been necessary  to  adopt m easures again st o the r p rofes
sional g roups as th e re  are  no com petito rs in ou r particu la r field on th is  
cam pus, n o r is discrim ination show n tow ard  a m an’s religious affilia
tion. M inor qualifications are  passed upon in a m anner consistent 
w ith good judgm en t. T he nam es of p rospective p ledges are  subm itted 
to  the  entire fra te rn ity  assem bled and, if there  a re  no objections, the  
men a re  investiga ted  fu rther by a p ledging com m ittee and invited to  
several dinner m eetings to  m eet the  m em bers. E ach  nam e w hen 
b rought up for final considera tion  is voted  upon individually. The 
fra te rn ity  is ju stly  p roud of the fact th a t a ll men initiated into the 
fra te rn ity  have e ither g raduated  o r  are  still enrolled in the  U niversity . 
I t is a lso  o f in te rest to  no te  th a t the  fra te rn ity  has am ong its m em bers 
m ost of the  leaders of ex tra-curricu la  activities in th e  School of E n 
g ineering, and th a t the average  grade  index of th e  fra te rn ity  is 2.31 
as com pared w ith  th a t o f 2.03 for the  School.

T here  is no good reason w hy P h i T h e ta  Xi should no t continue  to 
forge ahead, and as a  chap te r o f T h e ta  T au  it  is believed th a t p rog ress 
w ould be m ade a t an even g rea te r  pace than  in the  past.



THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON. D. C.

March 16. 1934

T o the Council o f  Theta T au  Fra tern ity :
I t  has been brought to my attention that the Phi T heta Xi Engineering 

F ra ternity  is m aking application for membership in your national organi-

The local organization, having been organized for some little time, has 
proved itself so that I am willing a t this time to recommend it to you for 
your earnest consideration. The membership of the group forms a fine 
body of men on whom you could rely with utm ost confidence and who 
would represent your organization well in our student body and among 
our alumni.

I t is a  pleasure to recommend this group to you for your consideration. 
Y ours very sincerely,

CLO Y D  H . M A RV IN , 
President.

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
WASHINGTON. D. C.

M arch 9, 1934

The Executive Council,
T heta Tau Fraternity .
Gentlemen:

W e have in the George W ashington University a local professional 
Engineering Fraternity , of ou r School o f  Engineering, called the Phi 
T heta Xi Fraternity . They are  presenting a formal petition fo r a national 
charter from the T heta T au Fraternity.

I t is a  pleasure to me to commend to  you unreservedly these men in the 
hope tha t you may be able to  look with favor upon their application. 
They are  men of good character, of good scholarship, with a fraternal 
spirit, and attractive personality.

They are  a wholesome group in the U niversity fellowship. I believe 
that the ideals o f the T heta T au  F ra ternity  may be safely entrusted to 
them in our U niversity life.

Sincerely yours,

W IL L IA M  A L L EN  W ILBU R , 
Provost.



THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON. D. C.

The Executive Council, 
T heta T au Fraternity. 
G entlemen:

March 13, 1934

i word o f  appreciation of the Phi

This group has maintained a grade average well above tha t o f the 
Engineering students as a whole. They work well together and seem to 
Iiave the wholehearted respect o f  their fellow students. T heir influence 
nas always been a wholesome one.

Sincerely yours,

JO H N  R. L A PH A M , Dean, 
School o f Engineering

The Executive Council,
T heta T au Fraternity.
G entlem en:

J .  '^ sh  to take this opportunity to endorse the petition o f  our fraternity  
Ph i T heta X i1 for membership in your organization. I t is a  real pleasure 
to lend whatever support I may to  the ir request.

I have known this group since its beginning and most o f  its founders 
Ior a  prior period. As an honorary member I have been privileged to 
meet w ith them often and feel tha t I know the  members quite well from 
scholastic and social viewpoints: Many of the alumni are known to me in
a very personal way and because these have been active in the fraternity
I regard the active group all the more highly.

W ith this background o f  Phi T heta Xi, I feel no hesitancy in recom
mending them to you. They arc  a fine group and will prove an asset to 
your fraternity .

I f  I can be o f  any fu rther assistance I  shall esteem it a  privilege.

Very truly yours,

N O RM A N  B. A M ES, 
P rofessor o f  Electrical Engineering, 

E xecutive Officer o f  the Department.



THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON. D. C.

M arch 9, 1394

The Executive Council,
Theta Tau Fraternity.
G entlem en:

It is a pleasure to add my endorsement to  the petition of the Phi Theta 
Xi fraternity, a t The George W ashington University, fo r affiliation with 
T heta Tau.

I have been connected with Phi T heta Xi as an honorary member for 
some time and consider the fraternity as one of the strongest student 
organizations which I have contacted during my teaching career. I t is a 
body of fine young men and among the members will be found men of 
outstanding scholarship and leaders o f U niversity and School activities.

The fraternity has been a valuable asset to the School o f  Engineering 
and I am  sure it will be one to any affiliated group.

Very sincerely yours,

FR A N K  A. H ITC H C O CK , 
Professor o f  Civil Engineering, 

Executive Officer o f the Department.

THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
WASHINGTON, D. C.

M arch 8, 1934

The Executive Council,
T heta T au  Fraternity.
G entlem en:

Members of our local professional engineering fraternity, Ph i T heta Xi, 
inform  me that they have applied for affiliation with your national organi-

I t  is a  pleasure to recommend them as a  group representing the better 
than average students in the School o f Engineering.

You will find them well organized, active, and a credit to any society of 
which they may be members. I have known them personally and have 
been pleased by the activities of Ph i T heta Xi. These have always been 
well managed and of a nature calculated to  promote the best interests of 
the George W ashington University.

Please call upon me if  you desire further information.

Y ours cordially,

A R T H U R  F. JO H N S O N . 
Professor o f  Mechanical Engineering, 
Executive Officer o f the Department.



THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
WASHINGTON. D. C.

M arch 24, 1934
The Grand Council,
T heta T au Fraternity .
G entlemen:

I t gives me pleasure to commend for your favorable attention, the Phi 
Theta Xi F ra ternity  of the George W ashington University.

This fraternity numbers in its membership many scholastic leaders of 
the School o f Engineering as well as leaders in student activities. Its 
attitude has ever been altruistic, and it whole-heartedly supports any activ
ity benefiting the student body as a whole. F o r the past two years the 
chapter has offered the Phi Theta X i (scholastic-activities) Prize for 
seniors, awarded by a  faculty committee. I t  is significant that in each 
instance the aw ard  was made to a member.

The influence of Ph i T heta X i has been decidedly wholesome, and its 
activities meet with complete faculty approval. The members are  known 
to me personally as individuals and as a group, and I  heartily endorse their 
petition for a chapter o f  T heta Tau.

Yours very truly,
B E N J. C. C R U IC K S H A N K S, 

Associate Professor o f  
Mechanical Enuineerinci

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

M arch 8, 1934

The Executive Council.
Theta Tau Fraternity ,
Urbana, Illinois.
G entlem en:

It has been brought to my attention that the local engineers’ fraternity 
Phi T heta Xi o f  George W ashington U niversity is petitioning for member
ship in T heta Tau.

It has been my privilege to  make the acquaintance o f  a large number of 
the members of Phi T heta Xi, and in all cases I have been very favorably 
impressed with the aggressive spirit they have shown in their desire to 
keep in close touch with the many problems confronting the engineering 
profession, and particularly the work that comes under the supervision of 
the Bureau of Reclamation of the  Departm ent o f  the  Interior. Based 
upon this intimate contact, I feel that this progressive spirit should be 
given appropriate recognition, and do hereby endorse the ir application for 
membership in T heta Tau, with the hope tha t it will receive your favorable 
consideration.

V ery sincerely yours,
G E O R G E  0 .  SA N FO R D .

Chief o f the Engineering Division.



COMMISSIONERS 0

March 14, 1934
Executive Counsel,
T heta T au Fraternity.
G entlem en:

I t  has been brought to  my attention tha t a local group, Phi T heta Xi 
Fra tern ity  o f  George W ashington University, is petitioning your organi
zation for a charter.

I t  may interest you to know that fo r many years I have been closely 
associated with many of the graduates and undergraduates of the George 
W ashington University, and also know personally several members o f the 
Ph i T heta Xi F ra ternity . In these associations I have always recognized 
the value and importance of the ir w ork in the School o f  Engineering of 
George W ashington University.

In  conclusion, I can safely say that I  feel sure tha t the proposed associa
tion o f  your organization with the local group will prove both successful 
and beneficial to all parties concerned.

Sincerely yours,

M E L V IN  C. H A ZEN .

POTOMAC ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY

March 14, 1934

To the Executive Council.
T heta Tau.
Gentlemen:

I have been informed by some of the students and alumni o f  the Engi
neering School o f George W ashington University that it is proposed by 
members o f  Ph i Theta Xi to present a petition seeking recognition of 
this unit as a chapter o f your organization. I t  has been my pleasure to 
have been associated with many of the faculty, students and graduates 
o f the George W ashington University Engineering School. Some of 
these have been and are  now employed in the Engineering Department 
o f this Company, and a ll a re  men of excellent reputation and ability. 
My impression of these men, among whom are  included many belonging 
to Phi Theta Xi, is highly favorable and I regard them as men of the 
type with whom any one may be pleased to  associate.

V ery truly yours,

J . H . FERRY , 
Vice-President and 

C hief Engineer



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF STANDARDS

M arch 9, 1934
Executive Council,
Theta T au Fraternity,
Box 1204,
Raleigh. N. C.
G entlemen:

I am advised that the Phi T heta Xi F ra ternity , an engineering fraternity 
o f George W ashington University, is petitioning T heta Tau for admission 
as a chapter o f  your Fraternity.

I desire to say that members o f the Bureau o f  Standards staff who 
carry on engineering studies a t George W ashington U niversity are, upon 
graduation, promoted to Junior Engineers by authority  o f the Civil Service 
Commission without fu rther examination. This constitutes, I  believe, direct 
evidence o f  the high character of the engineering w ork done a t George 
W ashington, for college graduates who desire to  enter the Government 
service directly a fte r  graduation m ust first pass a competitive professional 
examination.

Graduates o f George W ashington University are  now holding highly 
responsible positions in the Bureau of Standards, and the U niversity plays 
an im portant part in the academic w ork of our staff.

Respectfully,
L Y M A N  J . BRIGGS, 

Director.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM

M arch 12, 1934
The Executive Council,
Theta T au Fraternity.
G entlem en:

I understand that the local professional engineering fraternity  a t George 
W ashington University, Phi Theta Xi, is planning to submit a  petition 
for a  charter from  your national organization.

In m y experience as Professor o f  Geology a t the George W ashington 
University and as Head C urator o f  Geology a t the National Museum, 
I have had opportunity to know most o f the students of the  engineering 
school both in and out of the classroom and I have found them earnest 
and o f  high standards in every way. These same characteristics are 
reflected in the faculty o f the school o f engineering, so that these features 
added to the location of George W ashington U niversity in the Nation’s 
Capital convince me that our University should be represented in your 
national organization.

Very tru ly  yours,
R. S. B A SSLER, 

H ead Curator o f  Geology.



THE GEORGE W A S H IN G T O N

« « « UNIVERSITY , • .

The origins of The George W ashingtoa University go back to the early 
da js  o f the Republic and to the desire o f this country's first President. 
During one hundred and twelve years it has existed and developed in the 
heart o f the Nation.

Kroin the very day of its  founding, men of national prom inence have 
had a p a rt in its h istory, and d istinguished sta tesm en from  foreign 
c ountries have moved th rough  its halls.

The idea of a University located in the National Capital was sponsored 
Iiy George W ashington, who during his public life urged the establishment 
o f  such an institution and in his will left fifty shares of stock in the 
Potomac (Canal) Company for the endowment of a University to be 
established in the D istrict of Columbia, "to  which the youth of fortune 
and talents from  all parts . . . might be sent for the completion of their 
education in all branches of polite literature—in A rts and Sciences, and in 
acquiring knowledge in the principles of politics and good government."

As earlv as 1S19 the Reverend Luther Rice, a  Baptist missionary, had 
form ed an association to buy land for the use of a  college in the City of 
W ashington. W ith George W ashington's idea in mind, John Quincy Adams, 
Secretary of S tate ; W illiam H . Crawford, Secretary of the T reasury ; John 
C. Calhoun. Secretary of W a r ; W illiam W irt, Attorney G eneral; and 
Return J. Meigs, Postm aster General, became patrons of the new college 
and, together with thirty-tw o members of Congress, contributed to a fund 
for the development o f the institution.

In furtherance of that hope and project, this University, founded as 
Columbian College, and now named The George W ashington University, 
was chartered by A ct of Congress in 1821. The first commencement was 
held on December 15, 1824, with President Monroe and the M arquis de 
Lafayette heading the eminent company in attendance.

The name was changed to The George W ashington U niversity in 1904 
in accordance w ith an act o f the Congress of the same year.

The endowment of The George W ashington University, not including 
the value of buildings, grounds, and equipment, is $1,670,245. The build
ings, grounds, and equipment are  valued a t $3,500,000.

T he am oun t received from  tuition  in 1932-33 w as $845,211.00. T he 
opera ting  expenses of the  U niversity  are  m et only in p a rt through  
incom e from tuition.

The total enrollment is in excess o f  six thousand, w ith approximately 
four hundred and fifty professors and instructors.

The government and general educational management o f  The George 
W ashington University is vested in a self-perpetuating Board o f  thirty- 
three Trustees, w ith the President o f  the University an ex-officio member. 
These th irty-three elected members o f the Board are named fo r a period 
of three years and are divided into three classes of eleven members each. 
The members o f one class are elected a t each annual meeting to  fill the 
places of the members whose term s of office expire. Two persons of each 
class are  nominated by the Alumni Association.



President M on roe  John O u in c y  A dam s

Colum bian C o lle g e  in 1 8 6 0



< W A S H IN G T O N  » 

A N D  EDUCATION

Many forces combine to  make W ashington an intellectual and cultural 
center as well as the political capital o f  the nation.

These forces flow from the Government, from  the numerous scientific 
and educational establishments and national commercial and industrial asso
ciations with headquarters located here, and from the presence o f  the diplo
matic missions and many unofficial international bodies which contribute to 
the cosmopolitan aspect o f life in the capital o f the nation.

Appreciating the educational value of governmental activities, Congress 
early provided that the Government’s facilities for research and illustration 
should be accessible to scientific investigators and to students.

Through its location The George W ashington University profits enor
mously by these reservoirs o f knowledge existent in the nation's capital. 
T he University acts as a coordinating agency in establishing relationships 
between its membership and these resources, and assimilates them in its 
program  o f  study and research.

W ith an understanding f a r  broader than the  view general to  the age, 
George W ashington perceived that the safety of democracy rests in the 
enlightenment o f the whole people. His idea of an institution of higher 
learning, and his oft-expressed concern fo r the establishment o f  a university 
in the N ational Capital, issued from  this concept.

In W ashington s day education was based upon an aristocracy of disci
pline, and learning was the ornament o f the privileged. A  century later the 
emphasis in education came to  be placed upon the factual interpretation of 
life, and .he scholar became an investigator.

Today, overtaking W ashington’s vision, we have arrived a t a  democracy 
of intellect, when higher education not only must recognize and exercise 
both of these functions, but must applv them for the betterment o f mankind.

Cleaving to the principles of W ashington, The George W ashington U ni
versity is dedicated to  the democratic ideal in education, as touches its 
objectives and its opportunities.

Special care is taken  to  keep the  U n iversity 's tra in ing  w ithin the 
reach of all w ho  desire to  avail them selves, tuition and c lass hours 
being  a rranged  to  accom odate the s tuden t for w hom  self-help is neces
sary.

To lay before her students the records of history, to inspire them through 
instruction in the technique of discovery, and to  lead them to the interpre
tation and application of this knowledge in term s o f  social usefulness—this 
is the aim  of The George W ashington University.



THE S C H O O L  of ENGINEERING

The School of Engineering of The George W ashington University 
originally bore the name of the Corcoran Scientific School, being organized 
in 1884, and continuing under this name until 1903, when it was combined 
with the School o f  Graduate Studies o f the Columbian College under the 
name of the Department o f A rts and Sciences, this name being retained 
for two years. In  1905 all o f the engineering courses were placed under 
administrative organization, and the name of the school was changed to 
the W ashington College of Engineering.

In 1909 the  nam e of this W ash ing ton  College of E ng ineering  was 
changed to  the  College of E ngineering  and M echanic A rts, and func
tioned under th is  title  u n til 1914, w hen the  nam e w as shortened  to  the 
College of E ngineering . T he nam e was finally changed to  the School 
o f E ng ineering  in 1928.

T he School o f E ng ineering  has trained some of the  ou tstand ing  
engineers of th is  country , notably a num ber w ho have direc ted vast 
eng ineering  p ro jec ts o f the  Federa l G overnm ent such as the  Panam a 
C anal, the  Roosevelt and Coolidge D am s, and  o the r reclam ation w orks.

R E Q U IR E M E N T S  F O R  A D M IS SIO N
The School o f Engineering admits from  high school on certificates 

subject to  the following conditions: ( I )  I f  the school is accredited by 
the Regional Association, the student must have attained a rank not lower 
than the fourth fifth o f  his class; (2 ) I f  the school is not on the Regional 
Association list, but has been accredited by the State Accrediting Agency, 
the student shall be required to have attained a rank in the upper tw o-fifths 
o f his class; if  he has attained a rank below this, College Entrance Board 
Examinations o r  the George W ashington U niversity Entrance Exam ina
tions will be required for admission.

G R A D ES
The following grading system is used in all undergraduate schools and 

divisions o f the U niversity:
A (90-100 per cent) Excellent 
B (80-89 per cent) Good 
C (70-79 per cent) Average 
D (60-69 per cent) Passing 
E Conditioned, not passing 
F Failure

The quality-point index is computed from  grades as follows;
A, four points
B, three points
C, two points
D, one point
E , no points
F1 minus one point fo r each semester hour

A semester-hour represents one recitation, lecture, o r laboratory period 
a week for one semester. Scholarship is computed in term s of the quality- 
point index obtained by dividing the number of quality-points by the number 
o f semester-hours fo r  which the student has registered.

In order to graduate a student must have a quality-point index of at 
least 2.00. The degree may be conferred "with distinction," a t the discre
tion of the Faculty, upon those students a ttaining a quality-point index of 
3.50 o r  higher.



D E G R E E S
Upon the satisfactory completion of the undergraduate requirements of 

the School of Engineering, the degree of Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering, Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering, Bachelor of 
Science in Mechanical Engineering, o r  Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
is conferred.

Professional degrees of Civil Engineer, Electrical Engineer, or Mechan
ical Engineer may be conferred upon graduates o f the School o f Engineer
ing who have demonstrated their professional ability, and submitted their

The enrollment o f the School o f Engineering is 325 students.

Section  of M echan ica l Engineering Laboratory



THE ENGINEERS' C O U N C IL

T he Engineers' Council is a  coordinating and sponsoring body organized 
within the School o f Engineering. I t is composed o f  eleven delegates; two 
from  each organization in the School of Engineering, which includes the 
three Student Chapters o f the national professional engineering societies. 
Phi T heta Xi professional engineering fraternity , and Sigma Tau, national 
honorary engineering fraternity, and the representative from  the School of 
Engineering to  the Student Council o f  the University.

Besides regulating the time of meetings o f organizations w ithin the 
School o f Engineering with respect to universal convenience and coordina
tion. it serves to bring together every clement of the School fo r unified

The Council sponsors A ll-Engineering and cooperative functions, such 
as the Annual Engineers' Ball, the Annual Engineers’ Banquet, joint 
meetings o f  the engineering societies, and mixer-mcetings fo r the entire 
School. Since its organization in January, 1933, it has sponsored five 
m ajor functions open to the entire School o f Engineering, with a total 
attendance o f  over twelve hundred persons and has handled efficiently and 
profitably over eight hundred dollars in funds.

The Engineers' Council was the brain-child of a member o f  Phi Theta 
X i1 and the  F ra ternity  has been dominant on the Council since its inception. 
This year six representatives sitting on the Council arc members o f the 
Fraternity , and hold all offices except that o f the Secretary.

PHI THETA Xl A L U M N I

A C T IV IT IE S  O F  A L U M N I O F  P H I T H E T A  X I
Because of the proximity o f the seat o f our Government to  George 

W ashington University it is natural to find many of our men in Govern
ment service a fte r  graduation. A  very cursory examination shows that 
the following Government departments or divisions are  represented: U. S. 
Bureau o f  Standards, U. S. Corps of Engineers, U. S. Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, U . S. Naval Gun Factory, U . S. Coast Guard, U. S. Patent Office, 
U. S. Bureau of Public Roads, U. S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, Office of 
National Parks, Buildings and Reservations, and Interstate Commerce 
Commission. In  addition to this the Government field services include a 
construction engineer for the Bureau of Indian A ffairs and a P a rk  Engi
neer w ith the National Park Service.

A number of graduates are  connected with the utilities; railroad, tele
phone, and electric light and power, ,and many others with private enter
prises. One alumnus holds the record for far travel—he is an assistant 
physicist w ith the  Department of T errestrial Magnetism of the Carnegie 
Institution of W ashington, and went to Alaska in connection with scientific 
research w ork done during the "International Polar Y ear.”

Upon investigation of the Alumni Secretary's records, it has been shown 
that over eighty per cent o f our graduates are actively engaged in engineer
ing or scientific work.










