
The Gear ofTheta Tau, Spring and Brotherhood 

A Tale 
of Two 
Brothers 

This Spring Break, two 

members of the Phi Gamma 

Chapter at Oklahoma State 
traveled to Palm Coast, 

Florida, to attend the 

alternative Spring Break 

Habitat for Humanity Build. 

This is a story of 
their adventure. 
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Facebook 
Brother Betty is 
interning at Genentech 
this fall and has been 
hanging out with two 
of our alumni, Mary 
and Tomoya. who also 
work at Genentech! 
#calthetatau 
#brotherhood 
#professional 

(Ed- with Mary Han. 
Betty Hu and 
Tomoya Saito.) 

.~~~~~~~~.~ ........................................... . 

@MuDelta: This past weekend, 
brothers from Mu Delta and Lambda 
Delta chapters attended the Rim Fire 
restoration event to plant over 2,000 
trees to replace those that were 
lost during a fores t fire. #thetatau 
#ucmerced #Comm u nityM atters 
#Service #TTCares #SpringBreak 

Theta Tau Sigma Gamma: 
Three of our brothers had 
the wonderful opportunity 
to travel to Ventura, CA th is 
past week to participate in 
the Habitat for Humanity 
Collegiate Challenge with 
fellow Theta Tau brothe rs 
from all over the country. It 
was an amazing experience 
and great bonding with 
new people. #RaRa 
#thetatau #thetatauuri 
#ventura #california 
# alte rnativespringbreak 
#habitatforh u manity 

Twitter 

@ThetaTauZD: CAR SMASH 
IS HAPPENING RIGHT NOW AT 
SWEARINGEN!! COME SMASH A CAR 
WITH A SLEDGEHAMMER FOR FREE!! 

The Fire at 
Theta Tau Beta 
Chapter at 
Michigan Tech 
By AI Stimac 

As the old TV series stated 
"There are a million stories 
in the naked cit y and this is 
one of them." However, this 
city is Houghton. Michigan 
with fe wer stories but one 
involving about 35 nearly 
naked individuals. This 
is their story. lt is a tale 
involving great fore sight, 
college pranks, lots of luck 
and God's help. The tale also 
exhibits the he lping hands 
of the local townsfolk and 
Universi t y organizations. 

If you would like to obtain 
your own copy of this 
historic story, they are $10 
(includes s hipping). Please 
send check or cash to: 

AI Stimac 
7547 E. Lockwood 
Mesa, AZ 85207 

Corrections 
While working on The Gear, 
we strive to produce the 
best representation and 
image of the Fraternity. 
Unfortunately, significant 
errors can arise in our 
publication. We wish to 
correct the following that 
was made known: 

In the fall2015 issue of 
The Gear, Rho Chapter was 
lis ted as North Ca rolina and 
should have been N C State. 
Also in fall2015 issue of 
The Gear, Mu Beta Chapter 
was listed as GMI instead of 
Kettering Universit y. 



2015 Chapter Awards 
BROTHERHOOD AWARD 
The Brotherhood Award is given 

t o the chapter that creatively 
involves members of not just their 
own chapter, but the Fraternity 
as a whole, in events throughout 

the year. These events benefit the 
brotherhood experience and make 
an impact on the fraternal bond. 

UT Austin · Psi Beta 

BEST NEWSLETTER 
Every chapter sends out a 
newsletter to their alumni. 
The Bes t Newsletter is 

awarded based on the content. 
appearance, and layout. 

Mississippi State· Kappa Beta 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AWARD 

s 
The Professional Development award is 
given based upon a single or cumulative 

group of events geared to professionally 
developing the members of the Fraternity. 
Creativity, number of members in attendance 
and the results of the event are taken into 
consideration. 

lst: UT Austin· Psi Beta 

2nd: Mississippi State- Kappa Beta 
3rd: UC Davis- Omicron Gamma 

CHAPTER SERVICE AWARD 
The Service Award gives recognition 
to the chapter that planned and executed 
events in which a difference was made 
in their community. 

lst: UT Austin· Psi Beta 
2nd: UC Davis- Omicron Gamma 
3rd: Mississippi State- Kappa Beta 

_..._ ___ ~,-·--,..~-
-~-ll't- .......... -. ... ----~ -------
-------· ~ =-~~------- -

BEST PHOTO 
Best Photo is awarded based on the 

submitted package of a set of photos 
from a chapter. The photos showcase all 
of the aspects ofTheta Tau from that 
chapter. relating to Service, Professional 
Development, and Brotherhood. 

+-- lst: Florida· Zeta Gamma 
2nd: Virginia Tech- Psi Gamma 
3rd: UT Austin- Psi Beta 

BEST WEBSITE 
This award honors outstanding efforts to 
present informative material, streamline 
chapter operations, and organize useful 

content on a website. Judging is based on 
content, its relevance and accessibility to 

target audiences, design, and innovation in 
presentation, organization, and execution. 

Jst: UC Davis · Omicron Gamma 
2nd: Florida State- Pi Delta 

BEST ADVISOR: 
ThisAward recognizes from among chapter 
nominees the one who has achieved an 
exemplary relationship with students, 

assisted in mentoringand counseling 
chapter officers during officer transitions, 
recruitment planning and execution, with any 
other matters of importance to the Fraternity, 
and served well as the chapter's connection 
between itself and the university pF itself 

and that chapter's body of alumni.(ldditional 
consideration was given to faculty advisers 

and/or Theta Tau members, butall ace 
welcome as a chapter's nomtnee. 

l!.ijuan Dawn Cheng, 
UC Davis'"· Omicron Gamma 
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NATIONAL 
CIREER·I·nafi'I'R 

We invite your company to consider the 201 6 
Theta Tau National Convention Career Fair 

+ lherse 
Eufineerint Majars 

represetted 
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Follow the 
Progress: 

Career Fair Website: 

~ 
~ 

Mark the Date: 

National Convention: . 
Sign-up Deadline: 

Sponsorship 
Opportunities: 
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ALooklnto 
the Past 
Kansas's Zeta Chapter in 1955 
by Taylor Bahm, Kansas (Zeta) '18 

th Zeta Chap_ten ojj1heta 

In a J!.resentation given bY, Richard Hinderliter. (.'58), the Zeta Clzaeter.got a 

members oft Zeta were able to see p_lzotos, to audio recordings, and hold artif_actsftom 

11zefoca/ p_oint ofi.the p_resentation was the award wi1ming Homecoming 

BACK IN 1955, THE ZETA HOUSE STOOD 

a proud three stories on the corner of 
16th and Louisiana, cattycorner from the 
chancellor's house. At the time the house 
held around 25 to 30 active members 
as well as eight pledges. The house was 
maintained by the house mother who, 
according to Richard, "plan ned the meals, 
purchased the food, and gave [them) a 
measure of civility." Additionally a strict 
quiet policy was enforced in the evenings 
so that the members of the chapter would 
have a quie t place to study. The third 
floor of the house functioned as a bunk 
room and on the second floor there were 
bedrooms shared between members. The 
first floor included a dining area, living 
room, kitchen, and the house mother's 
quarters. Regu Ia r chapter meetings were 
held in the open space of the first floor. 

According to Richard, "although (the 
chapter) did not usually indulge in social 

functions such as hour dances, sessions 
on which fork to use first, or the building 
of Homecoming Decorations, we did 
decide in 1955 that if anybody could build 
a winning Homecoming decoration it 
would be a whole house of engineers." 
With this goal in mind the chapter began 
putting their plan into action. They 
decided on the theme "Davy Jay hawk," 
an idea they borrowed from The Ballad 
of Davy Crockett, a popular song in 1955. 
The decoration itself was a pictorial 
display of Davy Jayhawk shooting the 
Missouri tiger as it ran back to Columbia. 
This was, however, no ordinary display. 
The scene had been engineered so 
that Davy Jay hawk would raise his 
blunderbuss and point it at the rear of the 
tiger. When he the blunderbuss was fully 
raised it would fire a blank strait into the 
tiger's hind quarters. This would cause the 
tigers legs to spin like a whirligig. Davy 



Jayhawk would then lower his arm and the 
process would start over again. According 
to Richard, the noise of Davy Jayhawk's 
blunderbuss could be hear clear across 
campus. Ifthis wasn't enough, the chapter 
had also written a parody to The Ballad of 
Davy Crockett and several of the members 
had recorded it at a local record store. 

Throughout the day the recorded "Davy 
Jayhawk" song was played loudly out of one 
of the house's windows so that anyone who 

passed by could hear it. Richard brought 
the original, and only, recordingof"Davy 
Jayhawk" with him to the presentation so 
that the current members of Zeta could 
pass it around. 

At the end of the week, the 1955 Zeta 

Chapter gathered at the Homecoming 
football game where they announced over 
the loud speakers that Theta Tau had won 
the Homecoming decoration competition. 
The chapter was too busy whooping and 
hollering when the announcer said "Theta 

Tau" that they did not realize he said 
"Fourth Place" as well. Even though it was 

not first place, the Zeta Chapter counted 
it as a victory and they carried off their 
trophy with pride. The photo on the 
right shows Richard holding the fourth 
place trophy. 

Seeing and hearing the storyofthe 1955 
Zeta Chapter was an amazing look into 
the past oft he chapter. The ingenuity and 
cooperation it must have taken to build 
such a unique Homecoming decoration 
shows the true brotherhood and dedication 

ofthe Zeta Chapter of Theta Tau. 
This was a great experience and the Zeta 
chapter is planning on hold more events 
like this in the future. Special thanks to 
Richard for presenting and sharing his 
story with us. ® 
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This Spring Break, two 

members of the Phi Gamma 

Chapter at Oklahoma State 

were able to attend the 

alternative Spring Break 

Habitat for Humanity Build 

in Palm Coast, Florida. 

Brother Jim Higgins and 

I were the attendees. This 

is the story of our adventure. 

By Caitlyn Stice, 
Oklahoma State '17 



FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 2016: 
We left about 3PM. After 11 hours of driving, with various stops in between. we 
reached our first destination: Mu Chapter in Alabama. While looking around 
their house. we awed at Erich J. Schrader's signature on their Schrader award. 
We stayed on their couches for the night before heading out at gAM. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2016: 
~ We traveled another 8 hours before we reached our next overnight stay at 

Jim's grandparents' house in Wewahitchka. Florida. He enjoyed the time with 
his family before we went to sleep. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 13, 2016: 
We returned to the road for another 4 hours. until we finally reached Palm 
Coast and congregated with the Brothers from other chapters at the meeting 
church. l helped set up dinner. while Jim mingled. As an ice breaker before 
eating, each person was given a piece of a picture puzzle that divided us into 
about 6 groups. so we could meet others. We filled out forms. then discussed 
the information within the group to learn what we had in common and what 
was different. This was a great introduction that the Phi Gamma chapter plans 
to incorporate in our next semesters' events. After the delicious food. we were 
instructed of the week's plans and rules. then had some down time before bed. 
Since Jim and l. along with other chapters. were staying at a different church. 
we headed that way to unpack. Upon arrival. we were greeted by kind people 
and a plethora of food/snacks donated by the church. Everyone was super 
excited about the food. We talked with the Brothers from other chapters 
before goingto bed. 

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016: 
Due to plans changing before we arrived. we had Monday to explore Florida. 
Jim and I. and Andy from Alpha Chapter (who we basically claimed for the rest 
of the week) decided to go to the Kennedy Space Center. We were typical 
engineers as we went through the facilities. gazing at everything. knowing 
how. or wanting to know how itworked.l was obsessed with airfoils thanks 
to my Applied Aerodynamics class. and Jim was obsessed with engines. 
We stopped to observe any equations to see if we could understand them. 
although the usual response was recognition of variables and not specific 
equations. Our favorite part of the whole tour 
was the Atlantis launching simulator. where 
you sit in rows in a moving room and get to 
experience the feeling oftakingoff.After a 
full day of fun. we returned to Palm Coast 
to shower. then to the churches for dinner. 
Following dinner. we talked and played card 
games. until we decided to go to bed. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2016: 
This was the first day we started building 
the house. When we arrived. it was a slab of 
concrete. Since there were forty Theta Tau 
students. we were divided into smaller groups. 
l helped build interior and exterior tees with 
Felix from Xi Gamma Chapter in Texas. Jim 
worked with Helen. a lady with the Care-a-van 
group. cutting boards for different things. By 
the end of the day we had all exterior walls up 
and had started nailing plywood onto the wall. 

9 
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Following work. we went to shower. After 
showers, we returned to the church to play 
card games and talk. Several others had gone 
to the beach, but we decided not to because 
of the little time and from being tired 
from work. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2016: 
We were up and to theworksite at SAM. 
Today, the goal was to finish the plywood, so 
the inspector could come the next day. I had 
the job of hammering nails back through the 
plywood because they did not go into the 
studs of the wall. Jim worked on reading the 
floor plans and marking the layout. He said 
he struggled reading the floorplan because 
it was poorly done. We finished all of this 
by lunchtime, and because the trusses did 
not arrive, we called it a day and cleaned up. 
Since we finished early, we decided to go 
to Flagler Beach with some Brothers. while 
the majority went to St. Augustine this time. 
We spent a good two hours jumping through 
waves in the cold Atlantic Ocean. This was 
my first time on the East coast so I fully 
enjoyed the experience. We headed back to 
Palm Coast to shower before dinner. After 
dinner and a few short card games. all the 
Brothers went to Flagler Beach for a bonfire. 
It was only after we were there and struggled 
to start the fire that we realized we were 
breaking most of the rules on the permit we 
got. However, we continued with the bonfire 
anyway. Everyone had good conversations. 
The last thing that happened was sharing 
favorite memories from Theta Tau. Almost 
everyone's story pertained to when they 
first felt accepted as a Brother and felt 
that they belonged. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016: 
Today was the last day of the build. By this 
point everyone was tired from the minimal 
sleep throughout the week. Luckily, one of 
the churches asked to make breakfast for 
us. so we had a good meal to start the day. 
We also had cake because they thought it 
would be good for breakfast. The plywood 
inspector had come that morning before we 
arrived and approved our work, so the next 
step was putting up the trusses that arrived 
earlier. Again. we were divided into about 

• 



three groups. I was with the group moving the trusses from 
where they were stacked up onto the roof. Jim was building and 
raising interior walls. When we quit for lunch, all the trusses 
were up and about one-third the interior walls were up. Lunch 
was a full buffet consisting of hamburgers, hotdogs, ribs, sides, 
and desserts, all provided by the neighbor, who a few years 
earlier had his house built by Habitat while he was in the hospital 
fo r lung problems. Since he could not help with his own house, 
he does as much as he can to help Habitat for Humanity. He has 
also done impressive improvements on his own home. While 
eating, it started to rain. Since we had accomplished everything 
the lead from Habitat expected us to, plus some, we cleaned 
up after lunch. Jim, Andy, and I showered then returned to the 
church at which we were staying. Since it had rained, we went 
with a few Brothers to get smoothies before dinner. Afterwards, 
we returned to the churches for games and dinner. Some of the 
Chapters left after dinner, so we said good-bye. After eating, 
I played card games and learned Spades, while Jim and a few 
others went out for drinks. Upon their return, we played Spades. 
I twas Grand Regent Brandon Satterwhite and Jim versus Rob, 
from Mu Chapter in Alabama, and me. Needless to say, Rob and I 
won by about 6oo points (400 to -200, or so). Rob and I thought 
it was hilarious, but Brandon and Jim did not for whatever 
reason. After the game, we went to bed. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2016: 
Although we did not have to work, we still had to leave the 
church by 7:30AM since they had school. Jim and I gathered our 
things, said good-bye to our friends, group hug style, and went 
on our way. We began the ten hour trip to Kappa Beta Chapter in 
Mississippi, where we stayed for the night. On the drive there, 
I was Jim's secretary. He listed many of the ideas he had for 
the chapter as well as things he learned from other chapters 
throughout the week, and I wrote them down. Once we made it 
to Kappa Beta, we met up with a Brother we met at the Habitat 
for Humanity build. We went to dinner followed by a gathering at 
another Brother's house. After fun conversations, we returned 
to the Chapter house to sleep on their couches. I appreciated 
not sleeping on the ground anymore. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2016: 
In the morning, we went with the Kappa Beta Brothers to a local 
diner for breakfast. After eating, we said our good-byes and 
parted ways. The Kappa Beta Chapter reminded Jim and I a lot 
of our chapter, so we hope to return (with others) for their" Pig 
Pick in"' event next FaiL Another ten hours or so and we finally 
made it back to Stillwater. Although it was a long drive and we 
spent more time in the car then at theworksite, it was definitely 
worth the time. We built strong bonds with brothers from 
around the nation, and I know I am looking forward to the next 
time I can see them. just as I am sure Jim is too. This was a great 
experience that I would recommend to any Brother.® 
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Have you ever sat and watched a sunset? The orange glow reflecting off the sky. Reflecting on the events of 

a day, marking a time of completion. Who did you spend time with? What did you do? What knowledge 

was gained to expand on what you will do tomorrow, next week, or next year? Being a member of Theta 

Tau, you spend time with your Brothers, both young and ne14 near and far. You also garner knowledge 
from those before you and disperse that knowledge to those after. You work together towards common 

goals. All of these things benefit you tomorrow while giving you a purpose today. Who better to show the 

embodiment of this orange glow than those from Syracuse's Tau Chapter, home of the Orange? 

REGIONALS 
During the first weekend of October, a 
coming together of Brothers from differ
ent chapters transpired. The Northeastern 
Regional Conference, entrusted to Tau 
Chapter of Theta Tau, provided an op
portunity for networking, learning, and 
gaining wisdom in both engineering and 
Theta Tau. As other chapters and colonies 
from around the region drove in on Friday 
night to Syracuse, they were welcomed to 
a barbecue. This provided a way for every
one to initially meet before the eventful 
day to come. 

Regent John Schramm officially kicked 
off and led the conference Saturday 
morning. The topics inspired discussion 
between those in attendance on the 
dynamics of each chapter. Differences in 

recruiting methods, chapter meetings, 
and ideas to foster brotherhood gave 
insight on how we can not only improve 
ourselves, but the others around us. Guest 

lecturer Dr. Ben-Akih Kumgeh, Professor 
of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
at Syracuse College of Engineering, 
presented on energy and future of 
engineering. To conclude the conference, 
former Grand Regent Dean Bettinger, 
Syracuse (Tau) '83, spoke about his time 

as an active brother, his time as Grand 
Regent, and about the transformation he 
experienced during 
his involvement in Theta Tau. 

The day's events continued with 

an engineering marvel that sits on 
the campus at Syracuse. Coined "The 
Loud House," the Carrier Dome is the 

"The ability to come 
together with brothers 
from all over to gain 
knowledge and insight 
from alumni and 
engineering faculty ... 
shows how people see 
and support Theta Tau 
as a whole." 



Members of the Northeast Region attending their Regional Conference 

largest domed stadium on any college 
campus. The Teflon-coated inflatable 
roof intensifies the noise within for both 
basketball and football games. Together 
with brothers, we were allowed to visit the 
press box, tour the locker room facilities 
and step foot onto the grid iron. With 
getting close to dinner time, everyone 
returned to the chapter house for 
catered Chipotle. 

With the weekend coming to a close, 
one realizes the reason we hold these 
events with such high regard. The ability 
to come together with brothers from all 
over to gain knowledge and insight from 
alumni and engineering faculty, and for 
those same people to volunteer their time 
to us shows how people see and support 
Theta Tau as a whole. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
For Tau Chapter, our house is a focal 
point for our chapter. It is a place for our 
Brothers to come together and enjoy each 
other's company. Our house is also a 
thriving residence, housing more brothers 
in recent years than before. To maintain 
the house to support our growing chapter, 
an investment in renovations was made 
to bring the house up to spec. 

The kitchen underwent an extensive 
remodeling. Brothers worked together to 
eliminate the drop ceiling, freeing up a 
lot of headroom. Refinishing the existing 
shelving and replacing the floor made 
the kitchen come to life. Newly acquired 
appliance will aid in the growth of the 
chapter that is to come. Most importantly, 
following an attempted break in that 
was thwarted by the heroic Brother Dave 
Brown, Syracuse (Tau) '17, the back 

door was replaced with a solid door 
and combo lock. 

The main stairs leading to the second 
floor also received some attention as the 
previously worn carpet was removed, 
revealing a hidden treasure of hardwood. 
A few Brothers took the time to strip the 
old stain and varnish off of the wood and 
replace it with a new cherry oak stain. This 
resulted in a revitalized stair case that will 
hopefully see many more years of use. 

In previous years, ingress and egress 
to the parking lot has not been adequate 
especially in inclement weather. Many 
Brothers living at the house have cars, so 
it was critical that this job be done before 
winter arrives. A new retaining wall 

encircling the parking area was created 
to hold in the nearly 30 tons of gravel that 

Tau Chapter House after renovation 

13 
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"Working together with 
Brothers in this chapter 
allows for bonding and 
embracing what it means 
to be a member in 
this fraternity." 

was used to level it. To finish off 

the parking lot, a driveway topper 
and a vibratory compactor allowed 
for a smooth surface to park. 

A trip hazard in the summer and a 
slip hazard in the icy winter, the cracked 
concrete steps in front of the house 
needed replacing. New concrete steps 
were laid in front of the house leading to 
the front porch. The previous concrete 
steps were somewhat dangerous; cracks 

and instability posed a trip and fall 
hazard in the summer and a slip and 
fall hazard in the winter. A beautiful 

retaining wall has been built for the 
front yard as well. 

Finally, gracing the front of our house is 
a beautiful new Theta Tau sign crafted by 
Brother Nick Litzenberger, Syracuse (Tau) 
'17. Mounted under the top window on the 

front of the house, this sign brings light 
to our name and replaces what was once 
stolen before. 

Working together with Brothers in 
this chapter allows for bonding and 
embracing what it means to be a member 
in this fraternity. To take responsibility 
to fix things that are broken, allows for 
our chapter to produce a foundation 
for ourselves and the generations 
to come after. 

ALUMNI WEEKEND 
During Homecoming Weekend this 
October, Tau chapter invited its alumni 
back for Alumni Weekend. Nearly 30 
Graduates from the years 1955 to 2015 
attended making this one ofthe biggest 
Alumni Weekends any of the active 
Brothers can remember. 

The weekend kicked off with an alumni 

chapter meeting that served as a meet 
and greet, an opportunity to highlight 
how the chapter is doing and to distribute 

Tau Chapter Actives and Alumni at BBQ during Alumni Weekend 

information for the weekend. Bill Knight, 
Syracuse (Tau) '77, also presented the 

chapter with a mounted picture of a lion 
eating a deer that he personally took while 
in Africa. We proceeded to hang it in the 
kitchen that night. 

Following the meeting, everyone 
headed over to the chapter house. Many of 
the Photo albums, newspaper clippings, 
and other items spread through the house, 
allowing alumni to tell stories and reliving 
their time when they were active. A big hit 
was the movie "We Are Theta Tau" which 
was filmed by Brothers in the 70's and 

converted to digital recently. 
The next day came, a day where 

Syracuse was playing Pitt in football. 
Right on the 50-yard line we sat to watch 
the game with fellow Brothers. The last 

time most of the alumni went to a game 
was when football was still played in 

Archbold Stadium, before the Carrier 
Dome was built. Even though Syracuse 

lost by a field goal, everyone had 
a great time. 

After the game was over, everyone 

met back up at the chapter house for a 
post-game BBQ. A little bit into the event 

our neighbor Chancellor Kent Syverud 
stopped by for a burger and chat with 
everyone along with his wife Dr. Ruth 

Chen, Professor of Practice at the College 
of Engineering and Computer Science. 

Before leaving they made sure to invite 
the Fraternity over for dinner. 

At the end of the day, everyone parted 
ways as the event was over. Seeing the joy 
in are alumni as they were taken back and 
reacquainted with their Brothers, both old 
and new, gave hope and promise that we 
may one day be able to revisit and 
remember the fond times we had 
while active in Theta Tau. ® 

"Seeing the joy in are alumni 
as they were taken back 
and reacquainted with their 
Brothers, both old and new, 
gave hope and promise that 
we may one day be able to 
revisit and remember the 
fond times we had while 
active in Theta Tau." 
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<Messages 

We all love our smart phones, 
but they're only as smart as 

~ 

Contact 

the decisions we make when 
using them. In 2013, over 3,150 
people were killed in vehicle 
crashes related to distracted 
driving, while an additional 
424,000 people were reported 
injured in such accidents 
(NHTSA, 2013). Make the road 
safer for everyone and put the 
phone away while driving. 

(_ 

Can you 
outsmart your 
smartphone? 
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The Impact of a Regional Conference 
by Marielle Cortez, University of the Pacific 
(Lambda Delta) '16 

THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE IS A BIANNUAL EVENT WHERE 

Theta Taus from all over come together and unite as brothers! 

If you have never been to one, the day typically starts off with 
chapter updates and professional development activities - a 
keynote speaker lecture and smaller break-out info sessions. 
It is a great opportunity to network and to exchange valuable 
advice! Afterwards, many brotherhood bonding activities take 

place, allowing us to contribute in our own way, coming closer 
together as a single cohesive unit. Brother Eric Petralia of Rho 
Delta chapter exclaims, "It was my favorite part! Finding things 
in common that didn't have to do with engineering or Theta 
Tau, and then finding something unique about everyone." The 
friendships developed from these activities are priceless, and 
will persist far beyond the scope of our undergraduate careers. 
It might be hard to appreciate the value of Regional Confer
ences if you have never been to one; however, the ultimate 

satisfaction comes from the opportunity to host one. It takes 
extraordinary time and effort to put on a huge conference like 
this! It is a true test of the values we have been taught as mem

bers of Theta Tau. 
Over the course of the conference, we have discussed 

among brothers how it is important to be honest & ethical. 
To proceed without this foundation would compromise 
the structural integrity of our service to society. In order to 
establish and maintain credibility, we must also be dependable 
& trustworthy by properly prioritizing and accomplishing 
what must be done in a timely fashion. Furthermore, we 

must remain respectful of ourselves and each other. One of 
our biggest challenges as engineers is finding a way to solve 
problems together as a team, and only through mutual respect 
and accountability can this be accomplished. However, even 
with the growing stress ofhostingan event oft his size, it is 
important to take time for your own well-being in addition 
to that of those around you. One person alone cannot make 
this event successful. It takes many dedicated individuals to 

Picture credits to Fa had Almenai. 

From top to bottom: Spring 2016 Western Regional Conference 
attendees hosted by the Lambda Delta ChapterofTheta Tau; 
The Rock - painting the rock is a University of the Pacific 
tradition. Lambda Delta chapter got spirited and decorated it!; 
Brothers having some photobooth fun!; A picture of brothers 
bonding during breakfast. 



step up to take the task at hand. We learned how 
we can be generous of time, talent, & treasure 
for Elach Other, Theta Tau, and our Community, 
by finding the unique gift that everybody has to 
contribute. By valuing the precious commodities 
that every single person has to offer, we can grow 
together as not only friends and colleagues, but as 
a community. This weekend, the high spirits and 
enjoyment of our brothers make me proud that 
we are the oldest, largest and foremost Fraternity 
for Engineers. 

To my fellow undergraduates: if the opportunity 
to host a Regional Conference ever comes your 
way, I certainly recommend that you find a way 

to get involved. Not only would you be taking part 
in hosting an amazing event, but also you would 
be writing an important chapter in Theta Tau 

history. Brad Hirayama, Regent of Lambda Delta 
(Pacific) Chapter, agrees, "Regionals served as a 
standing testament to all the hard work that our 

chapter dedicated into each and every event that 
we have put together." For most people, being 
involved with an event of this magnitude is a 

once in a lifetime opportunity. I had the honor of 
co-coordinating with a brilliant brother from my 

chapter- Colleen Motoyasu. With unmistakable 
diligence and unmatched attention to detail, 
she was the mastermind behind making this 
conference run as flawlessly as it did. With her 
vast wealth of experience under her belt, I was 

quickly finding myselflearning a great deal from 
her. These past few months were trying times, but 
ultimately helped each of us further develop our 
personal and professional selves. It really goes 
to show you that what you get out of Theta Tau is 
what you put into it. This organization shows great 
promise and infinite potential, and although the 
Lambda Delta Chapter is young and only nearing 
our four-year anniversary, I am so proud of what 
we have already been able to accomplish. 

The culmination of experience that resulted 
from executing such an important event has 
left a lasting impression upon the members of 

our chapter, and has provided us with a greater 
appreciation ofthe fraternity as a whole. Colleen 
Motoyasu adds, "I hope all the brothers who 
attended the Spring 2016 Western Regiona I 
Conference in Stockton enjoyed catching up 

with brothers and learning what other chapters 
are doing. We, the brothers of Lambda Delta, 

sincerely appreciated you all making the trip out 
to University of the Pacific, and we're excited to 

make the trip down to Sigma Delta (UC Riverside) 
for next semester's Regionals!• ® 

nMu 

ALABAMA 
By Timothy Collins '18 

Oh, the joys of spring. Finally, the 
winter awakes from its deep sleep, 
the frost retreats, warm weather 
arrives, and the net goes up in the 
Theta Tau sand pit. You see, a lot 
of people would take volleyball as 
just being a game that brothers of 
Mu Chapter play for leisure. And 
while that may be true to a certain 
extent, it means a lot more than 
that. It's an excuse to get outside 
and have fun with your brothers. 
You don't even have to play that 
well or have significant skill; you 
have your brothers behind you 
backing you up and cheering you 
on all the way. Simply watching 
brothers play is a great way to take 
a load off from a full day of classes 
and tests. It's raining outside? 
Mother nature is no detriment to 
pure euphoria our brothers get 
from jumping and diving for the 
ball. With the semester's end 
coming soon, volleyball will take 
a hiatus. However, you can bet 
your bottom dollar come August, 
brothers will be asking 
for the ball. 

ARKANSAS 
By Nathan Evans, '16 

It finally came back around to our 
chapter. One of the best events you 
can attend as a brother of Theta 
Tau. If you don't know what I am 
talking about it is Central Regional 
Conference. Every semester a 
chapter in the central region hosts 
this event. This semester it was 
Upsilon. Everything started on 
Friday as our brothers from all 
over started corning 
in to settle in 
and prepare 

Photobooth from 
Upsilon chapter 
at Central Regional 
Conference 

themselves for Saturday's activi
ties. We kicked off our conference 
with a speaker named Antonio 
Neves on "How to Create Your 
Own Luck". From there we moved 
across the campus to breakout 
sessions where we learned How 
to Life,leadership skills, running 
chapters, and game breaks. This 
conference also had a Triva Bowl 
where groups of brothers were 
pit against each other on frater
nity history and other pop culture 
things. But unfortunately we had 
to go back horne. With a special 
thanks to Samantha Cloud. She 
spent most of her time putting this 
conference together and making 
sure this conference without a 
hitch. Some of us will see you next 
semester at Omega chapter! 

ARIZONA 
By BenAmbri '18 

Ask a group of students and faculty 
at the University of Arizona who 
their favorite float builders are, and 
many of them are likely to answer 
"the engineering fraternity." They 
may call us Theta "T-ow," but the 
Wildcats love our floats every year, 
and this homecoming was the 
year we bounced back after a two 
year losing streak. Brothers Kevin 
Dickey and Nick Katsinas took 
charge this semester, designing 
and con-.structing a wooden 
Parthenon and Mount Olympus for 
the 100 years of Greek life theme. 
The two lead the construction from 
the beginning of October all the 
way to the night before the parade. 
The morning ofthe parade, 
members got the float trailer onto 

the street withspeakers playing 

17 
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Chi Chapter's float in the University parade. 

music in the bed of the 
truck. There was a 
lounge chair under the 
Parthenon for Wilbur, 
who was fanned with 
a palm frond by one 
of our members; and 
Zeus, portrayed by Chi 
Chapter's regent, Park
er Mathewson, stood 
atop the mountain with 
a lightning bolt. There 
was also a jail cell in 
the middle orthe float 
housing the opposing 
team's mascot , kindly 
played by a member or 
Chi Chapter. Members 
rode with and walked 
alongside the float, 
with the Zoo Keeper 
and Captain Arizona, 
the game day personas 
of Chi alumni David 
Badger and Skyler 
Brown respectively, 
leading in front. There 
may not have been any 
moving parts this year, 

but it was a quality float 
that the crowd and the 
judges loved. 

p "'Beta 

MISSISSIPPI 
STATE 
By Fredrick C. 
Monroe '16 

Picture it: You've just 
finished a long week 
of school-you know: 
endless amounts of 
homework, that you 
stressed over; three 
tests, that you undeni
ably crammed for; that 
pop quiz that left you 
feeling a bit salty, and 
the project assignment 
that made you feel 
little engineer 
that couldn't. 

Brothers of the Kappa Beta chapter at Mississippi State. 

You're feeling a little 
run over by the events 
of the week, but you're 
glad that it's all over 
(at least for the next 
two days) . And you 
decide to come by 
the chapter house for 
really no other reason 
than to take a load off. 
You walk in the front 
door, and no one is 
in the chapter room. 
That's fine, you need a 
quiet place to rest your 
mind. As you sit on the 
couch just clearing your 
mind of everything 
but "fine dining, and 
breath...,ing", you start 
to smell something 
pleasant, and it's com
ing from the kitchen. 
You get up and walk 
into the kitchen and see 
the oven is on. Oh man, 
there are cookies bak
ing in the oven! That 
sweet smell of fresh 
baked cookies just 
takes you right up to 
cloud nine. But then you 
smell something else, 

like someone is grilling. 
The.n you finally notice 
that people are talking 
and laughing. But where 
is that coming from? 
You look out of the 
window and see smil
ing !aces, but not just 
any ole smiling faces. 
These are the faces of 
your brothers. You look 
at them all laughing and 
talking, and you sud
denly feel the absolute 
need to join them, to be 
with them, to revel in 
the fun. You open the 
door to the backyard, 
and the heavenly cho
rus begins to sing. You 
get the feeling of home 
inside, everything is so 
familiar: David Cain is 
making a bonfire and 
showing off his new 
hunting gear; Katie Van 
Cott is talking in her 
kiddie voice to her dog, 
Ace Pup; Adam Jordan 
is making people laugh 
so hard their sides are 
bursting; Zach Baer is 
rounding up brothers to 
play Ultimate Frisbee; 
and Brad Hansen is 
approaching you to 
give you a hard time 
about something (or 
nothing, it depends). 
Yep. The culmina-

tion of all the smells, or 
all the laughter, and of 
the sheer excitement 
of spending time with 
your brothers makes 
you feel good inside; 
feeling good in such a 
way that only a brother 
of the Fraternity can 
feel. You know you can 
rely on these people 
for help, advice, a ride 
to the store, finances, 
school, anything. You 
are outside with your 
family, your Theta Tau 
family. The birds are 
Dying high; the sun is in 
the sky. Butterflies are 
having fun, and there 
is a peace knowing the 
week is done. It's a new 
dawn, a new day, and 
we are feeling good. 

.-Upeilon Beta 

OLD DOMINION 
By Aaron Kelman '18 

On November third of 
this past year, Upsilon 
Beta Chapter had its 
twenty-fifth anniver
sary. The chapter 
celebrated this by 
having an anniversary 
party at the location 
ofits founding, Old 
Dominion University in 
Norfolk, VA. The man 
that put it all together 
was the alumnus Rob 
Reali. He brought this to 
the chapter's attention 
and led the decision 
making process so that 



Advice on the ''Real World'' 
Mu Delta's First Alumni Panel 

On the bright Sunday morning after spring 2015 initiation, Mu Delta Chapter hosted their first 

alumni panel. This was a professional development event carefully planned by PO chair Brother 

Jeffrey Kirkpatrick, UC Merced (Mu Delta)'16, and Alumni Advisor Brother Kim-Alexis Daliva, UC 

Merced (Mu Delta) '13. The timing for the event could not have been more planned out perfectly. 
The chapter's alumni poured in town for the weekend to witness what was the chapter's biggest 

initiated class to date. With this, they were able to participate in the panel or sit in the event to 

show support for their fellow brothers who were the panelists. 

The Panel consisted of four alumni who presented their work after graduating from the University 

of California. Merced. The presentations ranged from brothers who work in the industry, like 

Boeing and Petagron. to brothers who are attending graduate school. This was a great networking 

opportunity for the chapter's current student members. The panelists presented their work. 

talked about the industry they work in. and present their input on how to survive the "real world". 

Adding to that. there was a question and answer after each presentation. This was where the 
audience were able to interact with the panelists and ask specific questions regarding their work 

or simply unique questions. such as asking for words of advice when diving head first into the 

workforce or graduate school. 

Overall. the event was exceptional. It was different from the previous professional development 

events that the chapter has hosted. And as for a new event. this made a stamp in the chapter and. 

odds are. it will make multiple appearances in the future semesters. 

- by jinnabel/e Garee, UC Merced (Mu Delta)' 16 
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this could happen. Over nXi Gamma 
sixty alumni, actives TEXASAAM 
and guests gathered at By Felix Sierra '17 
ODU to reconnect with 
old friends, laugh at old The 2016 Leadership 

photos and enjoy some Academy was a great 

long missed fraternal experience for the ten 

fellowship. The actives Xi Gamma Brothers 

were happy to meet that attended. It can 

Roll #1, Rich Jenkins be difficult to get a 

along with other charter clear perception of the 

members and hear long fraternity on a national 

forgotten mythology of scale and attending 

the chapter's founding. an event with so many 

Brothers were encour- chapters present re-

aged to dust off their ally helps members to 

old hammers, unfold un• derstand the spec-

their letter and tees, trum of the fraternity. 

and bring and display As we conversed in the 

any other memorabilia gymnasium, at Georgia 

that been collected over Tech University, we 

the years. Coming realized that almost all 

from the perspective the chapters had similar 

of an active brother it issues with which they 

was amazing to see all were struggling. It 

of these people come was interesting being 

together and bond over in a setting were so 

the chapter they held many like-minded, 

so dear. I heard many driven people were 

interesting stories over collaborat• ing with 

the night and talked to the common goal of im-

many different people. proving the fraternity. 

It was a wonderful oc- The guest speakers 

casion to celebrate the were able to provide 

twenty fifth anniversary some perspective 

of our chapter, and a on how each brother 

great stepping stone really interacted with 

to welcome us into the the fra• ternity: who 

next twenty-five years. inspired, who encour-

Upsilon Beta chapter celebrating their twenty-fifth anniversary. 

aged, who enabled, 
who was a model, and 
who chal•lenged the 
process. By figuring out 
our roles in the frater-
nity, we were able to 
strengthen other areas 
that would otherwise 
hinder our potential. 
All in all, the bonding 
experiences of meeting 
other chapters, the road 
trip to Georgia, and 
getting to mingle with 
the national officers 
are what will enable us 
to continue the growth 
of our chapter and 
fraternity. 

nPhi Delta 

FLORIDA STATE 
By Ryan Rendina '17 

After hard work and 
dedication, the Phi 
Deha Chapter at Florida 
State University was 
installed last summer, 
May 29th, 2015. We 
ourselves are now in 
our second semester 
of chapteihood. We 
continue to strive for 
excellence. Our goal 
is to build a program 
of longevity that will 
help generations of 
enginee.rs flourish and 

grow in our pillars of 
brotherhood, service, 
and professional 
development. 

Oursemes-
terly camping trip, that 
be• gan while we were 
still a colony, is always 
one of our favorite and 
most attended event. In 
the past few semesters, 
we have camped in var
ious locations such as 
Big Lagoon State Park, 
Kolomoki Mounds State 
Park, and most recently 
Providence Canyon 
State Park (see photo 
below). We are also 
developing traditions 
for our fraternity which 
includes a Fraternal 
Bonding day, filled with 
sports and food, prior to 
the Big/Little reveal. 

We have immersed 
ourselves in the 
com•munity through 
various university and 
community sponsored 
service events. Our 
in•volvement ranges 
from STEM tutoring 
at local elementary 
schools to participating 
in Habitat for Human
ity's local event Semi
nole Shack Showdown, 
where we pair with 

other student orga
nizations to promote 
awareness on the issue 
of substandard living. 

As our alumni base 
grows, the Phi Deha 
chapter has agreed 
that alumni relations is 
a top priority. Alumni 
weekend is a special 
time where those who 
worked hard to create 
our chapter are able to 
meet those who will be 
picking up the torch and 
carrying us into the fu
ture. Sustaining a close 
connection with our 
alumni has also helped 
to furtherproofessional 
development for our 
active members. Recent 
alumni return to host 
informational sessions 
and run recruitment 
tables during our job 
fairs. We have devel
oped a mentorship 
program, run by our 
alumni, to help current 
members throughout 
the process of attain
ing their degree and 
preparing for full time 
positions and intern
ships. With Convention 
right around the corner, 
we are excited for the 
opportunity to interact 
with our brothers on a 
national level. As the 
first year of our chapter 
comes to a close, we are 
eager and optimistic for 
the future of our chapter 
and this Fraternity. 

nChiDelta 

MARSHALL 
By Stuart Adkins '17 

OnAugust22, 2016, 
the Marshall Colony of 
Theta Tau was installed 
as the Chi Delta Chap
ter of Theta Tau, the 
very first chapter in the 
mountain state of West 
Virginia. Chi Delta's 
journey began in spring 
of2012 when engineer
ing student Kristin 



Phi Delta chapter on their semesterly camping trip. 

Bobuk began a search 
for a student organization 
that would help foster 
the growth of not only 
her engineering career, 
but of her classmates as 
well. During her search, 
Kristin came across Theta 
Tau and knew without a 
doubt that it was a perfect 
fit for Marshall's campus. 
April7, 2012 marked 
the official beginning 
for Theta Tau at Mar
shall University, when 
the Marshall Colony 
was founded with 16 
members. 

Since its conception, 
the group has initiated 
over 45 members and 
continues to hold a strong 
presence in the growing 
College oflnforma-
tion Technology and 
Engineering at Marshall 

University. With the 
completion of a brand 
new 146,000 square foot 
engineering facility at 
the university, Chi Delta 
expects to grow by leaps 
and bounds over the 
coming years as the 
engineering program 
continues expanding at 
an exponential rate. 

Through their actions 
Chi Delta has made 
themselves known 
throughout the school. 
From giving back to the 
community by volunteer
ing at the dog shelter to 
sharing brotherhood at 
football games, people 
have taken notice of who 
they are and what they 
stand for. Each brother 
strives to remain dedi
cated to our brotherhood, 
our future profession, 

and our community. 
The brothers of Chi 

Delta would like to thank 
everyone who has pro
vided support and advice 
throughout their journey 
to chapterhood and 
without whose help this 
day very well may never 
have come to fruition. 
Each member wishes to 
express their gratitude 
for the warm welcome 
into the brotherhood and 
their excitement for the 
future of the chapter. Chi 
Delta is here to stay. ® 
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Brigadier General Albert l. Prude I\ Jr. Dr. Jerome A. Gilbert 

• 7 

~ T~!a~h~T~:four 
,.,j, members to its Alumni Hall of Fame. 

....._. The Theta Tau Alumni Hall of Fame was 

created by Convention action in 1986 and 

thefour Founders were the inaugural 

inductees. Each Chapter may nominate 

two Brothers for consideration and 

22 

those so honored shall receive a majority 

vote of the Alumni Hall of Fame Judging 

Committee. To date there have been 114 

Brothers honored by their inclusion in 

the Hall of Fame. 

David P. Post {left} and James D. Cote 

Brigadier General 
Albert L. Pruden, Jr. 
NC State, Rho 1955 

Albert L Purden, Jr. was selected for 
outstanding service to his profession. 
Brother Purden received his Bachelor's 
degree in Aerospace Engineering in 1955 
from North Carolina State University and 
then a Masters of Arts degree in Business 
Management from New Mexico Highlands 
University in 1977. 

Brigadier General Purden was commis
sioned through the Reserve Officer Train
ing Corps program in 1955. He received 
his wings in 1956, and flew fighter planes 
before becoming an F-106 instructor pilot 
and weapons systems instructor. He was 
selected to conduct high-altitude tests in 
F-106s and began efforts that led to the 
20mm cannon being added to the F-106 
armament system. 

From 1966-1967, he was assigned to the 
366th Tactical Fighter Wing "Gunfighters" 
at Da Nang Air Base, Republic of Vietnam 
and flew 140 combat missions, includ-
ing 100 missions over North Vietnam. 6 
years later he returned for a second tour 
of duty in Southeast Asia. At the end of the 
Vietnam conflict, he had flown 233 combat 
sorties in F-4C's, D's and E's. 

Upon his return to the United States, 
he served as deputy director of the F4E 
Operational Test and Evaluation Program 
and let development of the modified cockpit 
switchology incorporated in present-day 
F-4Ds. He served with several squadrons as 
manager, chief, vice commander, and com
mander. Under his command, his wing inte
grated improved production and prototype 
all-weather, near real time reconnaissance 
systems into its operational mission. 



The general was a command pilot with 
more than 4,800 flying hours in fighter 
aircraft and his military decorations and 
awards include the Legion of Merit, Distin
guished Flying Cross, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Air Medal and Joint Service Com
mendation Medal. 

Brother Purden was promoted to Briga
dier General in 1982 and retired in 1984 as 
the director of aerospace safety, Headquar
ters Air Force Inspection and Safety 
Center in California. 

Dr. Jerome A. Gilbert 
Mississippi State, 
Kappa Beta 1977 
Dr. Jerome A. Gilbert was selected for 
outstanding service to his profession 
and his fraternity. He graduated from 
the Mississippi State University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Biological 
Engineering in 1977 and in 1982 graduated 
with a Ph.D. Biomedical Engineering from 
Duke University. 

As a student member of Kappa Beta, 
Brother Gilbert served as House Director, 
Professional Development Committee 
head, and organized service projects. 
He has since returned to speak at profes
sional development dinners. 

From 1982 - 1995 Brother Gilbert served 
as a Professor in Mechanical Engineering, 
Biomedical Engineering, Orthopedic Sur
gery, Veterinary Medicine and Agriculture. 

From 1995 - 2003 Dr. Gilbert served 
as Interim and Department Head in the 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
department and established the graduate 
program in Biomedical Engineering. 

From 2004 - 2015 Dr. Gilbert served 
as Associate Provost and Associate Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and served 
as a Research Affiliate in the Institute for 
Imaging and Analytical Technologies. 
He served as Interim Dean of the Bagley 
College of Engineering and the Provost 
and Executive Vice President at Mississippi 
State University. 

In January of2016, Dr. Gilbert became 
the 37th president of Marshall University. 

Dr. Gilbert's research has focused on 
bone modeling, orthopedic biomechanics, 
osteoporosis modeling, and biocompat
ibility ofbiomaterials. He has more than 40 
Journal Publications to his credit and both 
the National Institutes of Health and the 
National Science Foundation have funded 
his research projects. 

Active in the local community, Brother 
Gilbert is a co-founder oft he Starkville 
Foundation for Public Education and has 
worked with and held positions in the 
Starkville Area Arts Council and the 
Cotton District Arts Festival. 

David P. Post 
Michigan Tech, Beta 1956 
David Post was selected for outstanding 
service to his profession and his fraternity. 
He graduated from Michigan Technologi
cal University with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Civil Engineering in 1956. 

As a student member of Beta Chapter, 
Brother Post served as Regent during his 
senior year and led the chapter in numer
ous inter-fraternal activities including the 
victory of winning the MTU Winter Carni
val by dominating the snow statue skit. 

In 2007, He volunteered to Chair the 
Capital Fund Drive to solicit funds to 
construct a new Beta Chapter House. He 
organized a committee of Beta alumni to 
develop the fund raising material and initi
ate contact with alumni. 

David endured through several commit
tee transformations and is likely the only 
Brother to raise over a million dollars for 
the Fraternity! This personal dedication 
and resolve has resulted in the new Beta 
Chapter House being constructed and 
financed with a positive business case 
to have it paid off in ten years! 

David has had a seasoned career with 
Bethlehem Steel starting in a Sales role 
and working his way up to Vice President 
before his retirement. 

He has served as Board Members on 
'Steel Service Center Industrial Board' and 
the 'Steel Recycling Institute' and also was 
chairman of the ' Iron and Steel Institute.' 

David has been recognized for his 
participation in 'Blue Key Engineering 
Society,' a 'Trustee of Michigan Tech Fun 
Executive Council' and 'Michigan Tech 
President's Club.' David was awarded 
'MTU Board of Control Silver Medal 
Award' in 1993. 

Active in the local community, Brother 
Post is a board member of Lehigh Valley 
Industrial Park and Soucon Valley 
Country Club and is very involved 
with his local church. 

James D. Cote 
Michigan Tech, Beta 1962 

James Cote was selected for outstanding 
service to his profession and his fraternity. 
He graduated from Michigan Technologi
cal University with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Electrical Engineering in 1962 
and received an MBA from Wayne State 
University in 1973. 

As a student member of Beta Chapter, 
Brother Cote served as Regent. 

He served the Beta House Corporation as 
Treasurer and President. Jim demonstrated 
true H&T spirit during his eight years 
on the House Corporation resulting in a 
new house for Beta Chapter. He provided 
outstanding support and direction for fund 
raising, land swap negotiations, financing, 
and occupancy permitting. As Treasurer, 
he also reversed IRS penalties incurred by 
overdue IRS filings. 

Jim and his wife continue their support 
Beta Chapter by personally endowing a 
Beta Academic Scholarship. He remains 
involved with strengthening chapter 
leadership by encouraging Professional 
Development and campus involvement. 

Brother Cote had a distinguished career 
with GM starting as an engine design 
engineer and retiring as Chief Engineer of 
Medium Duty Commercial Trucks. In 1986, 
he served as an executive engineer creating 
a new Truck Safety and Crashwort hiness 
group which installed the first air bag in 
aGMTruck. 

He received honors from Owens 
Corning & Society of Plastics Institute 
in 1980 and also holds a patent for an 
Engine Hydraulic Governor. 

Brother Cote professional affiliations 
includes, Member of The Society of 
Automotive Engineers and MTU Presidents 
Club, Co-Chair - GM C4 Core Enabler 
on Artificial Intelligence, Chair of U of 
Missouri Industrial Advisory Board and 
US Truck Manufacturers Association 

Active in the local community, 
Brother Cote is a lay leader in his 
church, an engineering mentor 
and Jaycee lifetime member. 0 
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"The enthusiasm of 

each new member 

rekindles my own 

Theta Tau flame." 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Matthew Clark 
Mississippi State (Kappa Beta) 199 
Theta Tau Grand Vice Regent 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

What drove you to Join Theta Tau? 
I was initially turned off from Greek life given the 
way it is depicted in movies and popular culture. 
However, as a freshman ChernE student, I liked 
the idea of a professional fraternity that would 
provide opportunities to grow personally and 
professionally with others who shared my interests. 
I showed up to the rush meetings and I was 
hooked. I had a great pledge trainer (Thanks Hal!), 
a great big brother (Thanks Pamela!) and a great 
pledge class. 

What has been your favorite experience 
as a National Officer? 
I graduated from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law in 2004 and still live in the area, 
so I'd have to say that my favorite experience 
was assisting in the formation ofNu Delta at Pitt 
from interest group to colony to chapter. I like to 
joke that I'm probably the only person to install a 
chapter at my own Alma Mater! I do feel fortunate 
to have had the opportunity to participate in 
eighteen different chapter and colony installations 
and find that the enthusiasm of each new member 
rekindles my own Theta Tau flame. 

What do you like to do for fun? 
I love spending time with my wife Heather, and 
kids Abigail (9) and Henry (7)! We love to swim, 
camp, travel, read books, watch movies, do youth 
sports, and play games together. In fact, my kids 
are still trying to beat me at Mario Kart 8 on 
the WiiU that Santa brought. 

How has your professional life 
impacted Theta Tau? 
Fortunately, this has been a two way street. 
As a manager at work, I've learned a great deal 
about leading a team, from setting and organizing 
goals to motivating, evaluating, and developing 
my direct reports. However, I believe that my 
Theta Tau leadership experience was a deciding 
factor in my promotion to a management position 
at work. That's one reason that I've enjoyed 
facilitating at the Leadership Academy, as it 
allows me to give back to Theta Tau and 
develop our next generation of leaders. 

While technology and innovation has been 
ever increasing, Theta Tau has also been 
growing. Where do you see the Fraternity 
10 years from now as things continue to grow? 
Imagine a nationwide Professional Development 
presentation simulcast to every chapter and 
member who wants to see it. That technology 
exists today-we just need the manpower to 
actually implement it. The governance of the 
fraternity was designed for a much smaller 
organization of only twenty or so active chapters. 
Today, with 81 chapters and colonies, we're having 
some growing pains. We may need to revisit 
our governance structure to ensure that it can 
handle the 100+ chapters that we will likely have 
in the future. That means more volunteers, more 
training, and a greater reliance on technology to 
streamline our operations, but should also provide 
more opportunities for brothers across the nation 
to participate on a regional and national level like 
never before. What an exciting time to 
be a member of Theta Tau! ® 



Alabama (Mu) 

William Henry Cleino. 1972. Roll #940 

Giles Milton Ellis. 1937. Roll #201 
Kenneth O'Neal Hundley. 1954. Roii#S87 

Joseph Lee Massett. 1958, Roll #682 

Edmond Donophine Messer. 1951. Roll #553 
Marvin Joe Wallace. 1948, Roll #448 

Arizona (Chi) 

Carlton Ernest Crall 1957. Roll #505 
Alex Rafael Garcia. 1955. Roll #435 

Harry Holst Haaversen. 1951. Roll#372 

DavidLeeSteinheimer.1951. Roll#335 
Harold Graydon Wilson. 1952. Roll#421 

Arkansas (Upsilon) 

Cyrus Huntington Bond. 1942. Roll #178 
Lugean Lester Chilcote. 1949. Roll#306 

George Stan ley Johnson. 1947. Roll # 187 

Paul Anthony Kormondy. 1950. Roll #199 
William Robert Parkey. 1951, Roll #356 

California, Berkeley (Eps ilon) 

Donald Wayland Frames. 1953. Roll#728 
Richard Brownley Gayle. 1955. Roll#758 

Carlton James Leith. 1940. Roll #518 

Ronald Hudson Newman. 1942. Roll #503 

Case Wes tern (Delta) 

Steve Joseph Domokos. 1949. Roll#681 

Anton Jacob Eichmuller. 1943. Roll #498 
George Herbert Galloway, 1946. Roll #553 

David Anthony Giltinan. 1959. Roll #948 

LeVar C. Jensen. 1951. Roll #762 
Francis Wynne Neville. 1948. Roll #524 

Richard George Russell 1981. Roll#1215 

Charles Francis Scholz, 1950. Roll #730 
Genio Radis Vitantonio, 1943. Roll #491 

Carl Delos Whisler. 1954. Roll #878 
Robert Yonovitz, 1948. Roll #569 

Edwin Jerome Zwiesler, 1945. Roll #558 

Cincinnati (Iota Gamma) 

Dominic Anthony Pompeo, 2011, Roll #189 

Colorado Mines (Gamma) 

Thomas Charles Hedlund, 1944. Roll #624 

Jacob LeoShutek.1956. Roll#844 
Eugene Victor Simons. 1949. Roll #655 

Jerry Joe Warner, 1958. Roll #860 

Columbia (Theta) 

Elliot James Brebner. 1954. Roll #537 
Roy Davies Fisher.1948. Roll#425 

Daniel Harvey Robbins, 1944. Roll#377 

George Washington (Gamma Beta) 

Ralph Bogley Allnutt,1949. Roll#203 

Vladimir Vratislav Saba,1958. Roll #378 

George Henry Werner. 1940. Roll #85 

Iowa (Omicron) 

Lloyd Andrew Keyser. 1954. Roll #423 

Kansas (Zeta) 

Charles Vernon Foster. 1944. Roll #447 
William E. Franklin. 1957. Roll #585 

Richard Herbert Harris.1951. Roll #SIS 

David Lee Stahl. 1961. Roll #629 

Louisville (Delta Beta) 

William Moseley Cooper, 1957. Roll #270 

Milton Frederick Harbsmeier.1949. Roll #135 

Former Editor of The Gear Passes 
William E. Franklin. Zeta (Kansas)'57. passed away 
on May 15. 2016. Bill earned his undergraduate de
gree in Geological Engineering at KU. and master's 
degree Industrial Administration from Purdue. 
During his time at KU. he was Regent ofTheta Tau, 
President of the Engineering Student Council, and 
Editor of The Konsos Engineer. As an alumnus. he 
became Theta Tau's very first Regional Director in 
1958.ln early 1962. he became Editor-in-Chief of 
The Gear of Theta Tau. and continued as such until 
1972.At Theta Tau's 2004 Convention. he was inducted into its Alumni Hall of Fame. 
Brother Franklin gained national recognition in the fields of solid waste management 
and Life Cycle Assessment. He participated in some ofthe first published national 
studies of markets for recovered materials with the Public Health Service and the 
EPA. He helped the EPA develop a methodology for estimating municipal solid waste 
generation. His work was furthered when he founded Franklin Associates. He served 
his community as Mayor of Prairie Village; President of the Johnson County Board of 
Commissioners. and ways too numerous to mention. In all his personal and profes
sional endeavors. he and his wife Marjorie (Marge). who preceded him in death. were 
full partners. He is survived by his brother Bob Franklin (Zeta'61). children Mark and 
Janice. and numerous grandchildren. There will be Celebration of Life on August 6, 
3:00pm, at the Prairie Village Community Center in Prairie Village. KS. 

Clarence Sanford Roehrig. 1952. Roll #207 
Thomas Benedict Spalding. 1950. Roll#212 

Michigan Tech (Beta) 

George Albert Mitchell1961, Roll #852 

James Gordon Wark. 1954. Roll #701 

Minnesota (Alpha) 

William Atkins Cummens. 1952. Roll #599 

Carl John Hoffstedt. 1966. Roll #770 

Missouri S&T (Iota) 

William Alonzo Anderson. 1960. Roll #835 

Harold Godfrey Butzer. 1947. Roll #475 

Montana Tech (Psi) 

Floyd Carmon Bossard. 1948. Roll#247 

Walter Howard Parken. 1937. Roll #63 

NC State (Rho) 

VanWyck Williams. 1952. Roll#461 

Old Dominion (Upsilon Beta) 

Jean Robert Kendall. 2000. Roll #7 2 

Purdue (Phi) 

Larry Lee Ammon, 1960, Roll #331 
Richard Dale Higdon. 1965. Roll #379 

Kenneth Lamoine Tuttle. 1944. Roll# 199 

South Dakota Tech (Omega) 

Neil Woodrow Chauncey. 1949. Roll #257 
Clarence Albert Dickey. 1945. Roll #195 

Donald Eugene Johnson. 1955. Roll #407 
Thomas John Richter. 1964. Roll #558 

Syracuse (Tau) 

Charles Frederick Banker. 1949. Roll#417 
Kendall Edwards Doman, 1940, Roll #209 

Alfred William Johnson. 1949. Roll #429 

Henry RalnerLucenius, 1977. Roll#738 
Stanley Stephan Selwa ch. 1950. Roll# 482 

Carl Frank Woes e. 1925. Roll #1 

Utah (Lambda) 

Jay Leon Gleason. 1944. Roll #464 

Virginia (Pi) 

Eugene Mackall Childs, 1941. Roll#229 
Edwin Trammell Holland, 1926. Roll #28 

Stuart Earl Jones. 1958. Roll #554 

Harold Sims Moore. 1949. Roll #405 

Wayne State (Eps ilon Beta) 

Paul Dabish. 1968. Roll #192 
Emrys Davies. 1951. Roll #6 
Russell Clyde Holmes. 1961. Roll #120 

George Smyth Morrow. 1964. Roll #158 

Gordon Reed Stone. 1942. Roll #25 

Wiscons in- Platteville (Nu Beta) 

Jeffrey William Schiela. 1976. Roll#28 
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Join us for a unique opportunity to 
learn, share, grow, celebrate, 

and deliberate the future of 
OUJ.' ftatetDtty! 

Register at www.thetatau.org/national-meetings 
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